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jiastem  District  of  Pennsylvania,  to  tm .  . 

BE  IT  REMEMBERED,  That,  on  the  twenty-third  clay  of  Septfimber^  in 
the  forty-fourih  year  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
A.  D.  1819,  M:tchell,  Ames,  and  White,  of  the  said  District,  hare  deposited  in 
this  office  the  title  of  a  book,  the  right  whereof  they  claim  as  proprietors,  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

^  An  Appeal  from  the  Judgments  of  Great  Britain  respecting  the  United  States 
**  of  America.  Part  First,  containing  An  Historical  Outline  of  their  Merits  and 
*•  Wrongs  as  Colonies ;  and  Strictures  upon  the  Calumnies  of  the  British 
"  Writers. '  Py  Robert  Walsh,  Jr.  Quod  quisque  fecit,  patituP:  autorcm 
"  scelus  repetit,  suoque  premitur  exemplo  nocens.    S  jtec." 

In  conformity  to  the  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  the  encouragement  of  learning,  by  securing  the  copies  of  maps,  charts, 
and  books,  to  the  authors  and  proprietors  of  such  copies,  during  the  times 
therein  m  ntioned.*' — And  also  to  the  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  supplementary  to 
an  act,  entitled  '  An  act  for  the  encouragement  of  learning  by  securing  the  co- 
pies of  maps,  charts,  and  books,  to  the  authors  and  proprietors  of  such  copies, 
during  the  times  therein  mentioned,'  and  extending  the  benefits  thereof  to  the 
arts  of  designing,  engraving,  and  etching  historical  and  other  prints." 

D.  CALDWELL, 
Clerk  of  the  Eastern  District  of  Pennsylvania 


T(J  ROBERT  OLIVER,  Esq. 

OF  BALTIMORE. 


Dear  Sir, 

This  is  a  hasty  volume,  and  its  tenor  iftay  not  be 
exactly  in  unison  with  your  opinions  and  predilections. 
I  could,  therefore,  have  wished  to  attach  your  name  rather 
to  its  intended  adjunct,  which  may  have  higher  claims  to 
regard;  but  I  am  anxious  to  improve  the  first  opportunity 
of  bearing  public  testimony  to  a  character,  which  an  ac- 
quaintance of  many  years,  has  taught  me  to  view  as  of  un- 
common worth  and  elevation.  It  is  only  a  few  months 
ago  that  your  merits  were  commemorated  in  your  native 
land,  in  a  strain  which  those  inhabitants  of  your  adopted 
country,  who  know  you  well,  cannot  deem  too  lofty,  nor 
hesitate  to  re-echo.  In  proc^aiming  you  public-spirited, 
dpen-hearted,  and  munificently  hospitable,  the  distinguish- 
ed assemblage  in  Dublin  spoke  as  our  experience  would 
have  led  us  to  speak.  A  remarkable  strength  of  natural 
abilities,  maintained  in  full  exertion  by  an  active,  vehe- 
ment spirit,  and  the  favour  of  fortune  seconding  a  sound 
judgment  and  steadfast  faith  in  commercial  dealings,  have 
put  you  in  possession  of  an  ample  estate,  to  which  you  daily 
vindicate  your  tide  by  a  noble  use  of  it  in  the  offices  of 
beneficence  and  friendship. 
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I  have  another  object  in  addressing  you  thus  in  mj 
capacity  of  author.  It  is,  to  witness — in  opposition  to 
the  false  relations  of  British  travellers — that  the  native 
American  is  not  backward  in  recognizing  and  honouring 
the  estimable  qualities  and  just  pretensions  of  a  fellow  citi- 
zen of  foreign  birth.  We  make  no  distinctions  and  have 
no  reserved  feelings,  where  respect  and  confidence  are 
abstractly  due:  if,  blended  and  compounded  as  we  are,  the 
case  could  be  otherwise,  it  would  not  certainly  be  so  in 
reference  to  Irishmen.  With  them,  the  process  of  as- 
similation in  all  respects,  is  more  easy  and  natural  than 
with  any  other  people.  America  owes  them  much.  She 
cannot  but  sympathize  deeply  in  the  wrongs  they  have 
suffered  at  home.  In  the  same  nation  in  which  they  have 
always  found  a  tyrannical  mistress,  sJw,  throughout  her 
colonial  existence,  found  a  jealous  step-dame^  and  now 
finds  a  malevolent  scold. 

I  am,  dear  sir, 

truly  and  affectionately, 
your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Walsh,  jr. 

PHILADELPHIA,  Sept.  1819. 
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OF  THE  AUTHOR 


1.  About  the  end  of  the  month  of  January  last,  I 
lundertook  to  prepare  for  the  press,  a  Survey  of  the  insti- 
tutions and  resources  of  the  American  repubhc;  and  of  the 
real  character  and  condition  of  the  American  people.  A 
work  of  this  kind,  wrought  from  authentic  information, 
appeared  to  me  to  constitute  the  best  refutation  of  the 
slanders,  which  are  incessantly  heaped  upon  us  by 
British  writers.  In  assuming  the  task,  I  expected  to  be 
able  to  complete  it  in  the  course  of  the  present  summer; 
and  accordingly  set  on  foot  such  enquiries  in  the  several 
divisions  of  the  Union,  as  the  design  prescribed.  After 
pursuing  my  first  arrangements  for  a  couple  of  months,  I 
discovered  that  I  had  not  duly  measured  the  delays  inci- 
dent to  the  collection  of  fticts,  over  so  extensive  a  surlace, 
and  tlu'ough  the  agency  of  gentlemen  engrossed,  for  the 
most  part,  by  professional  affairs.  Finding  that  I  must 
allow  a  longer  term  than  was  at  first  proposed,  for  the  ac- 
cumulation of  materials,  I  fell  upon  the  plan  of  making  np^ 
in  the  interval,  a  preliminary  volume,  which  should  em- 
brace a  review  of  the  dispositions  and  conduct  of  Great 
Britain  towards  this  country,  from  the  eailiest  period; 
and  a  collateral  retaliation  for  her  continued  injustice  and 
invective. 

What  I  now  submit  to  the  public,  is  the  fruit  of  the  plan 
just  mentioned.    It  is  not  offered  as  a  digested  book;  but 
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as  a  series  of  Notes  and  Illustrations;  and  it  could  not  be 
other,  from  the  shortness  of  the  time  within  which  it  has 
been  composed.  The  immediate  object  required,  indeed, 
nothing  more.  I  have  to  apologize  rather  for  the  bulk  of  the 
volume,  which  exceeds  my  own  expectation;  and  is  owing 
to  the  impression  under  which  I  proceeded,  that  the  quota- 
tions, instructive  in  themselves,  and  useful  towards  eluci- 
dation and  proof,  should  not  be  curtailed  for  the  sake  of 
economizing  a  certain  number  of  pages.  As  respects  dic- 
tion, I  have  aimed  at  clearness  and  significancy  alone. 
What  has  been  instantly  transferred  from  the  desk  to  the 
press,  must  be  liable  to  the  reproach  of  diffusion  and 
roughness.  It  is  not  a  model  of  style  or  of  epitome  that  is 
wanting  on  such  an  occasion  as  the  British  writers  have 
created,  for  the  exertion  of  our  faculties  of  literary  de- 
fence; but  an  aggregation  of  facts  pointedly  told,  and  the 
production  in  detail  of  whatever  tends  to  rectify  perverse^ 
or  propagate  just  opinions. 

My  purpose  in  this  undertaking  generally,  is  not  merely 
to  assert  the  merits  of  this  calumniated  country;  I  wish  to 
repel  actively,  and,  if  possible,  to  arrest,  the  war  which  is 
waged  without  stint  or  intermission,  upon  our  national  re- 
putation. This,  it  now  appears  to  me,  cannot  be  done 
without  combating  on  the  offensive;  without  making  in- 
roads into  the  quarters  of  the  restless  enemy. 

I  had  long  indulged  the  hope,  in  common  with  those 
Americans  who  were  best  affectjed  to  Great  Britain,  that 
the  false  and  contumelious  language  of  the  higher  class 
at  least,  of  her  literary  censors,  would  be  corrected  by 
the  strong  relief,  in  which  our  real  condition  and  charac- 
ter were  daily  placing  themselves  before  the  world.  Wc 
expected  that  another  tone  more  conformable  to  truth  and 
sound  policy  would  be  adopted,  when  we  had  on  our  side 
the  degree  of  notoriety  as  to  those  points,  which  usually 
overawes  and  represses  any  degree  of  assurance  in  the 
spirit  of  envy  and  arrogance. 

But  the  disappointment  is  complete  for  every  American 
who  has  paid  attention  to  the  tenor  of  the  late  British 
writings  and  speeches,  in  which  reference  is  made  to  the^r 
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United  States.  The  Edinburgh  and  (Quarterly  Reviews, 
have,  vsrithin  the  twelvemonth  past,  by  the  excesses  of 
obloquy  into  which  they  have  given  from  the  most  unwor- 
thy apprehensions,  put  beyond  question  the  insufficiency 
of  any  amount  of  evidence,  and  of  all  the  admitted  laws  of 
probability  and  reasoning,  to  work  the  reformation  to 
which  I  have  alluded. 

It  was,  too,  believed  by  many,  that  the  British  writers 
would  assign  some  bounds  to  their  attacks,  as  long  as  we 
forbore  to  recriminate;  and  it  was  thought  harsh  and  un- 
charitable to  touch  the  sores  and  blotches  of  the  British 
nation,  on  account  of  the  malevolence  and  folly  of  a  few 
individuals,  or  of  a  party,  within  her  bosom.    The  whole 
is  proved  to  be  mere  illusion.    There  is  no  intemper- 
ance of  provocation,  which  could  have  excited  more 
rancour,  and  led  to  fiercer  and  wider  defamation,  than 
we  find  in  the  two  articles  of  the  forty-first  number  of 
the  Q,uarterly  Review,  which  treat  of  American  affairs. 
The  whig  journals  have  begun  to  rail  in  the  same  strain  : 
the  Opposition  have  joined,  with  the  ministerial  party,  even 
on  the  floor  of  parliament,  in  a  hue  and  cry  against 
^'  American  ambition  and  cruelty;'^  and  in  affecting  to  cre- 
dit the  coarse  inventions  of  Enghshmen  who  have  either 
visited  us  for  the  express  purpose  of  manufacturing  libels, 
or  betaken  themselves  to  this  expedient  on  their  return 
home,  as  a  profitable  speculation.    It  is  enough,  that  the 
desire  of  emigrating  to  the  United  States  should  spread 
among  the  popidation  of  England,  in  an  extent  deemed 
invidious,  or  hurtful;  that  the  territorial  security  of  the 
Americans  on  one  side  should  appear  about  being  ren- 
dered complete,  with  some  possible  danger  to  the  stability 
of  the  British  empire  in  the  West  Indies,  to  throw  the 
British  politicians  of  every  rank  and  denomination,  into 
paroxysms  of  despite  and  jealousy,  and  to  enlist  them  in  a 
common  scheme  of  misrepresentation  which  may  inspire 
the  British  farmer  and  artisan  with  a  horror  of  republi- 
can America^  and  the  nations  of  the  world  with  a  distrust 
of  the  spirit  of  her  government. 
We  cannot  defeat  their  purpose  as  far  as  their  country- 
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men  are  concerned;  but  we  may  guard  the  better  against 
the  effects  of  the  hatred  and  contempt  which  they  labour 
to  inculcate,  by  acquainting  ourselves  thoroughly  with  the 
true  nature  and  scope  of  their  designs.  If  we  have,  as  I 
verily  believe,  a  band  of  implacable  and  indefatigable  foes, 
in  those  who  direct  the  public  affairs,  and  mould  the  pub- 
lic mind,  of  Great  Britain,  we  should  be  fully  alive  to 
the  fact,  and  alert  in  using  the  means  in  our  power,  of 
restraining  the  effusions  of  their  malice.  National  an- 
tipathies are  to  be  deprecated  in  themselves;  to  excite 
them  wantonly,  is  an  offence  against  humanity  and  re- 
ligion; but  we  are  not  censurable,  if  they  are  produced 
incidentally,  by  the  course  which  self-defence  may  require 
of  us  to  pursue.  It  is  the  English  writer  who  becomes 
doubly  culpable,  if  his  pertinacity  in  defaming  the  United 
States,  be  such  as  to  leave  to  the  American,  whose  right 
it  is  to  check  this  as  well  as  every  other  form  of  hostility, 
no  resource  for  the  purpose,  but  the  exhibition  of  what  is 
odious  and  despicable  in  the  character,  conduct,  and  com- 
position of  the  British  nation. 

There  is  much  truth  in  the  old  maxim  of  the  schools — 
Tetorquere  non  est  respondere:  to  retort  is  not  to  reply. 
The  present  case  forms  an  exception,  however;  for,  the 
British  writers  and  orators  never  throw  out  their  re- 
proaches against  the  United  States,  without  putting  Great 
Britain  in  glorious  contrast;  it  is  the  excellence,  the 
purity,  and  the  liberty,  and  the  comfort,  which  they  see 
at  home,  that,  they  would  fain  have  us  believe,  quicken 
their  sensibility,  and  embitter  the  expression  of  their  hate, 
to  the  evils  and  abuses  abounding  on  this  side  of  the  water. 
Thus,  to  expose  their  real  spirit  and  aims,  and  to  fortify 
the  confidence  in  our  relative  merit,  necessary  to  us  in 
this  struggle  with  systematic  detraction,  we  are  compelled 
to  investigate  and  set  forth  the  misery  and  turpitude  by 
which  they  are  surrounded,  and  the  wrongs  and  insults 
of  which  we  have  had  constantly  to  complain.  This  is 
not  mere  recrimination;  it  is  resistance  to  degrading  com- 
parisons and  injurious  pretensions;  we  tear  off  one  of  the 
many  disguises  which  our  enemies  assume  to  facilitate 
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their  project  of  bringing  us  into  disrepute  with  man- 
kind. 

It  is,  certainly,  wretched  sophistry  to  argue,  as  they  do, 
from  single  instances  of  disorder  and  vice;  and  neither  fair 
nor  charitable  to  display  only  what  is  bad  in  a  mixed  system, 
in  which  the  good  may  greatly  predominate.  W  e  would 
not  be  entitled  to  follow  this  example,  but  for  the  purpose 
of  repressing  it,  by  shewing  how  severely  Great  Britain 
may  suffer  in  her  turn  from  its  adoption  elsewhere.  Upon 
the  principles  of  the  logic  which  she  has  used  against  the 
United  States,  she  might  be  proved  to  be  the  most  misera- 
ble and  wicked  nation  that  has  ever  existed.  The  pub- 
licity which  she  gives  to  all  her  domestic  transactions  and 
circumstances;  the  discussion  which  her  foreign  policy 
and  administration  undergo,  in  and  out  of  parhament,  lay 
bare  all  her  vulnerable  points.  Never  before  was  such  a 
mass  of  materials  prepared  for  the  satirist  of  national  vices 
and  distempers,  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  debates  and  re- 
ports of  her  legislature,  and  in  the  innumerable  chronicles 
of  her  internal  history,  which,  as  we  there  have  it,  is  but 
a  tissue  of  the  grossest  enormities  and  the  most  cruel  dis- 
tresses. 

In  endeavouring  to  establish  her  invariable  unkindness 
and  injustice  to  this  country,  and  her  liabilit}  to  reproach 
in  an  indefinite  degree  beyond  ourselves,  on  the  grounds 
of  disparagement  which  she  is  never  weary  of  repeating, 
it  is  not  to  American  writers  and  travellers,  to  obscure  and 
vulgar  witnesses,  labouring  under  the  suspicion  of  natioiial 
prejudice,  personal  pique,  or  habitual  venahty,  that  1  shall 
have  recourse;  but  to  BrUish  authorities  of  the  highest 
standard;  to  British  historians  and  legislators,  and  even 
to  the  very  journals,  which  serve  as  the  spiracles  through 
which  the  torrents  of  venom  are  incessantly  spouted  against 
the  American  people.  Our  accusers  in  Great  Britain 
have  built  their  charges  upon  English  testimony,  and  that 
the  least  respectable  of  its  kind.  I  shall  be  found,  in  im- 
peaching her  in  return,  to  use  not  suspicious  foreign,  but, 
in  almost  every  instance,  unquestionable  British  state- 
ments; not  the  alle2;ations  of  General  Fillet — quite  as 
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trustworthy  as  those  of  the  Jansons  and  Fearons — but 
the  records  of  Parhament  and  the  oracles  of  the  British 
empire.  Here,  it  cannot  escape  the  reader,  how  much 
more  dignified  and  warrantable  the  retaliation,  than  the 
attack ;  and  that,  in  repelHng  aggression  with  evidence 
derived  from  these  sources,  we  do  not  descend  to  the  level 
of  those  who  bespatter  us  with  ordure  amassed  by  natural 
or  hired  scavengers  of  their  own  blood  and  temper. 

"  The  libels  of  the  present  day,"  said  Mr.  Burke,  in 
his  retort  upon  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  "are  just  of  the 
same  stuff  as  the  libels  of  the  past.  But  they  derive  an 
importance  from  the  rank  of  the  persons  from  whom 
they  come,  and  the  gravity  of  the  place  where  they  are 
uttered.  In  some  way  or  other  they  ought  to  be  noticed.^' 
We  think  and  reason  thus,  in  respect  to  the  calumnies 
with  which  we  have  been  lately  assailed  in  Great  Britain. 
All  that  is  accumulated,  for  instance,  in  the  Edinburgh 
and  (Quarterly  Reviews,  in  the  articles  which  form  the 
immediate  provocation  upon  which  I  now  write,  is  an  old 
compost  of  vile  ingredients  and  impure  leven,  in  itself 
unfit  to  be  handled,  and  much  more  unfit  to  be  imitated. 
Those  journals,  however,  exert  an  unrivalled  influence 
over  the  British  public;  they  are  not  without  considerable 
authority  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  where  they  are 
widely  circulated;  they  have  credit  and  sway  with  num- 
bers of  readers,  even  in  the  United  States:  in  the  cata- 
logue of  their  authors  and  special  patrons  we  find  men  of 
eminence,  both  in  letters  and  politics;  some  who  have  a 
material  share  in  the  public  councils  of  their  country,  and 
whose  writings,  on  other  subjects  than  the  affairs  of  Ame- 
rica, possess  a  degree  of  excellence,  which  invests  the 
pamphlets  in  question  with  a  general  character  of  great 
weight  and  value. 

2,  I  will  pass  from  the  instance  of  these  Reviews  to 
another,  worthy  of  particular  observation,  on  many  ac- 
counts; in  which,  also,  the  merest,  most  hacknied  ribaldry 
respecting  America,  is  rendered  important  and  meniora- 
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ble  by  "  the  rank  of  the  persons  from  whom  it  came,  and 
the  gravity  of  the  place  where  it  was  uttered." 

Westminster  school  is  one  of  the  principal  semina- 
ries of  classical  education  for  the  sons  of  the  British 
nobility  and  gentry;  for  those  who  are  destined,  either 
by  birthright  or  custom,  to  become  legislators  and  ru- 
lers; to  wield  the  national  power,  and  give  the  tone  to 
national  sentiment.  It  has  been  long  the  practice,  in  that 
institution,  to  exhibit  annually  a  Latin  play,  of  which  the 
characters  are  filled  by  the  senior  students,  about  to  be 
translated  to  one  of  the  great  universities.  The  perform- 
ance is  attended  by  a  crowd  of  great  personages — by  mi- 
nisters of  state,  dignitaries  of  the  church,  and  patrician 
families;  and  all  the  eclat  is  given  to  the  occasion  of 
which  we  can  suppose  it  susceptible.  A  Latin  prologue 
and  epilogue,  serving  as  specimens  of  scholarship,  usually 
accompany  the  play.  In  an  exhibition  of  the  kind,  which 
took  place  about  the  conclusion  of  our  late  war  with  Great 
Britain,  the  subject  chosen  for  the  epilogue  was  emigra- 
tion to  the  United  States.  It  was  treated  in  the  form  of  a 
colloquy  between  a  person  preparing  to  embark,  and  a 
patriotic  Englishman  attempting  to  dissuade  him  from  the 
adventure.  Nothing  can  exceed  the  terseness  of  the  lati- 
iiity,  but  the  virulence  of  the  abuse  lavished  upon  America, 
in  this  piece.  Whatever  the  writings  of  the  British  tra- 
vellers could  furnish,  that  was  most  injurious  and  insult- 
ing to  the  American  people,  is  here  elaborately  condensed, 
and  imbued  with  a  new  and  more  active  venom.  The 
following  is  a  translation  of  part  of  this  classical  lampoon, 

«  DAVUS  TO  CJETA. 

"  Whither  do  you  propose  to  fly  ?  Get.  To  Hesperia  (America). 
— Da.  Whatl  to  that  country  which  is  beyond  the  ocean;  a  coun- 
try barbarous  in  itself  and  iniiabited  by  BarbariansI  In  that  coun- 
try Geta,  Astraea  is  not  a  virgin,  but  a  virag-o :  sometimes,  as  report 
goes,  she  is  a  drunkard,  often  a  pugilist ;  sometimes  even  a  thief. 
Nor  is  it  easy  to  say  whether  the  tenor  of  their  manners  is  more  to 
be  admired  for  simplicity  or  elegance  :  a  negro  wench,  as  we  are 
told,  waits  on  her  master  at  table  in  native  nudity ;  and  a  beau  will 
strip  himself  to  the  waist,  that  he  may  dance  unincumbered,  and 
with  more  agility.  Do  you  love  your  glass,  every  hour  brings  with 
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it  a  fresh  bumper.  There  you  h.we  the  gum-tickler^  the  Jihkgiu  - 
cutter^  \\\&  gall-breaker^  the  antifogmatic.  No  man  is  a  slave  there, 
for  negroes  are  not  consiciered  as  of  the  human  species  in  America. 
Every  man  thinks  what  he  pleases,  and  does  what  he  pleases.  The 
young'  men  spurn  the  restraint  of  laws  and  of  manners  :  his  own 
inclination  is  there  every  man's  sufficient  diploma.  Bridewell  and 
the  steivs  sufifily  them  wit h  senators^  and  their  respectable  chief  jus- 
tice is  a  worthless  scoundrel.  Does  a  senatorial  orator  dexterously 
aim  to  convince  his  antagonist  ?  he  spits  plentifully  in  his  face ; 
and  that  this  species  of  rhetoric  may  be  more  efficacious,  tobacco 
furnishes  an  abundance  of  sdiva  for  the  purpose.  The  highest 
praise  of  a  merchant  is  his  skill  in  lying.  Then  their  amusements  ! 
to  gouge  out  an  eye  with  the  thumb,  to  skin  the  forehead,  to  bite 
off  the  nose!  and  to  kill  a  man,  is  an  admirable  joke.  Believe  me, 
Geta,  even  if  the  black  vessel  of  transportation  you  embark  in, 
should  bear  you  safely  to  this  elysium  of  yours,  the  very  passage 
would  exhaust  all  your  funds,  and  your  whole  life  would  be  held  in 
pledge,  never  to  be  redeemed  :  your  destiny  at  last  vv^ould  be  to 
feed  the  rats  of  a  prison.  But  come,  think  better  of  this  scheme 
while  you  have  it  in  your  power.  Let  the  ruined  man.,  the  impious 
wretch^  the  outlaw.^  praise  America;  if  you  are  yet  in  your  senses, 
Geta,  stay  at  home." 

Tiie  whole  of  the  dialogue  may  be  found  in  the  Port 
Folio,  into  which  it  was  copied  in  the  year  1816,  from 
the  English  Genilemans  Magazine  for  Aprii,  1815;  to 
which  magazine  it  was  committed  thus  for  circulation, 
three  months  after  the  signature  of  the  treaty  of  peace  and 
amity  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States.  The 
able  writer  who  introduced  it  into  the  American  journal, 
attached  to  it  a  commentary  which  equally  deserves  to  be 
read  entire,  and  of  which  I  adopt  the  following  passages, 
as  speaking  what  is  due  from  me  to  the  occasion. 

"  Thus  it  is,  that  at  an  age  when  impressions  are  apt  to  take  the 
strongest  hold  of  the  mind, — with  the  associations  most  calculated 
to  give  vividness  and  eff'ect  to  the  sentiments  uttered — at  the  direc- 
tion and  under  the  superintendence  of  the  reverend  preceptors  in 
the  first  school  of  classical  education  that  Great  Britain  can  boast — 
in  the  presence,  and  with  the  sanction  of  persons  deemed  highly 
respectable  for  rank,  learning,  charactei%  and  station — the  young 
sons  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  England  are  taught  to  pronounce, 
applaud,  and  give  eff'ect  to,  the  most  glainng  and  disgusting  false- 
hoods, and  the  most  virulent  and  vulgar  abuse  against  this  country 
and  its  inhabitants  universally. 
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There  is  nothing  in  the  invectives  of  the  Quarterly  Review 
more  abusive  and  flagitious  than  this  epilogue.  I  am  no  advocate 
for  keeping  up  national  animosity,  but  1  do  not  approve  of  the  doc- 
trine of  non-resistance;  nor  do  I  feel  the  obligation  upon  Ameri- 
cans of  submitting  tamely  to  the  insult,  when  the  persons  who  have 
descended  to  these  aspersions  are  themselves  liable  to  the  retort. 
Had  this  attack  been  the  hasty  effusion  of  a  political  partizan,  or 
the  witty  scurrility  of  a  writer  whose  sarcastic  talent  furnishes  his 
daily  bread,  or  had  we  been  subjected  even  to  the  mistaken  correc- 
tion of  a  well-meaning  observer,  it  might  have  been  passed  over : 
but  this,  the  studied,  deliberate  composition  of  deep-rooted  enmity, 
deserves  no  quarter.  One  style  of  reply  to  impartial  and  friendly 
reprehension;  another  to  the  sarcastic  rancour  of  a  'proud  and  in- 
sulting foe.' 

"  It  may  be,  as  it  seems  to  be,  the  intention  in  Great  Britain,  to 
educate  their  youth  in  sentiments  of  the  most  sarcastic  and  rancor- 
ous hostility  towards  America;  and  I  daresay,  the  attempt  will 
succeed;  and  I  dare  aver  also,  that  it  will  be  met,  as  it  naturally 
must,  by  correspondent  feeiings  on  this  side  the  water." 

3.  We  were  not  altogether  ignorant,  in  the  United 
States,  that  much  of  the  favour  shown  to  us,  since  the 
coiriiTiencement  of  the  present  century,  by  the  whig  party 
in  parhanient,  and  their  connexions  out  of  doors,  arose 
from  the  relation  of  a  minority  or  opposition,  in  which 
they  stood  in  the  British  government.  Yet  we  believed, 
that  there  was  enough  of  real  cordiality  in  their  feelings, 
and  of  elevation  in  their  sentiments,  to  prevent  them,  at 
all  times,  from  countenancing  gross  misrepresentations  of 
our  condition  and  character,  and  raising  groundless  cla- 
mours against  our  political  transactions  and  views;  from 
setting  us  in  a  false  or  invidious  hght,  merely  to  embar- 
rass and  discredit  the  ministry,  or  to  promote  domestic 
ends,  such  as  those  of  checking  emigration,  and  counter- 
acting exti'avagant  plans  of  parliamentary  reform.  An 
attentive  observation  of  the  language  concerning  our  af- 
fairs, held  of  late  by  the  whig  journals  and  the  par- 
liamentary opposition,  has  convinced  me  that  we  were 
deceived  in  supposing  they  had  not  always  acted,  in  rela- 
tion to  this  country,  altogether  from  party  feelings  and 
aims,  and  woultl  not  readily  sacrifice  justice  and  truth, 
where  it  was  concerned,  to  selfish  considerations. 

There  is  but  one  interpretation  to  be  put  upon  the 
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course  they  have  taken,  in  regard  to  the  execution  ot 
Ambrister  and  Arbuthnot,  and  the  agreement  between 
Spain  and  the  United  States  for  the  transfer  of  the  Flo- 
ridas.  It  has  been  a  system  of  exaggeration,  not  to  say 
slander,  designed  to  bring  the  ministry  under  the  suspi- 
cion of  pusillanimity  and  supineness,  and  to  recommend 
the  assailants  to  the  nation  as  the  truer  Britons;  the  more 
spirited  assertors  and  anxious  guardians  of  her  honour 
and  interests.  This  accomplished,  it  was  immaterial  what 
feuds  and  ruinous  strife,  and  what  injustice  to  the  United 
States,  might  follow,  if  their  clamours  raised  a  ferment 
among  the  British  people,  and  thus  forced  the  ministry  to 
pursue  to  extremity  an  unattainable  redress,  and  frustrate 
a  fair  and  equitable  arrangement.  Bemark  the  artificial 
tone  and  hyperbohcal  representation,  so  well,  though  not 
primarily  calculated  to  produce  discord  and  aversion  be- 
tween the  two  nations, — of  leading  members  of  the  mi- 
nority in  both  houses  of  parliament. 

Mr.  Tierney  (House  of  Commons,  May  19th,  1819). 

"  There  was  one  foreign  power  to  which  he  must  direct  the  atten- 
tion of  the  house,  with  the  same  view  as  he  had  mentioned  France 
— he  meant  America; — she  was  out  of  the  pale  of  confederation; 
with  her  we  had  a  separate  treaty  of  peace;  towards  her  we  had 
long  cast  an  eye  of  jealousy^  and  it  well  became  us  to  be  prepared 
for  the  worst'.  Let  the  house  consider  only  what  had  happened  in 
the  last  three  months.  Two  British  subjects  had  been  executed  by 
an  American  commander.  There  might  be  circumstances  warrant- 
ing his  conduct,  and  justifying,  according  to  the  law  of  nations, 
the  approbation  which  his  government  had  expressed ;  but  he  (Mr. 
Tierney)  was  old  enough  to  rememter  the  time  when,  had  two  Bri- 
tish subjects  been  executed  by  a  foreign  state  in  time  of  peace,  this 
country  would  not  have  put  up  with  it  quite  so  tamely.  He  knew 
the  subject  was  a  sore  one,  and  he  did  not  wish  to  press  it  farther. 

"  While  the  noble  lord  opposite  was  at  congress,  two  Geraian 
princes  could  not  have  exchanged  a  few  meadows  without  important 
expresses  being  despatched  to  him.  But  America  owned  no  con- 
gress: because  she  was  a  long  way  off,  ministers  seemed  to  think 
that  danger  could  not  be  near,  and  she  was  accordingly  allowed  to 
take  up  a  position  on  a  vast  continent,  as  injurious  as  possible  to  the 
colonial  returns  of  this  country,  putting  them  in  imminent  and  un- 
deniable jeopardy. 

"  Let  the  house  and  the  country  reflect  then,  if  it  was  not  the 
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duty  of  the  government  to  do  something  to  prepare  the  empire  for 
possible  mischiefs  that  might  arise  even  from  France  and  America." 

Sir  Robert  Wilson  (June  4th,  1819) — "America  aspired  too 
much  after  her  own  aggrandizement.  She  had  6ent  commissioners 
to  South  America  to  inspire  hope  and  energy  there.  She  had  esta- 
blished a  strong  force  in  Texas,  the  province  next  to  Mexico.  Ame- 
rica would  next  demand  Cuba." 

Mr.  McDonald  (4th  June,  1819) — "  Such  an  aggrandizement  of 
a  powerful  rival,  as  the  acquisition  of  Florida,  ought  not  to  be 
passed  over  without  a  strict  enquiry  into  the  cause  of  this  most  ex- 
traordinary and  unprecedented  proceeding,"  &c. 

And  the  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  (in  the  House  of  Lords,  May 
nth,  1819)— 

Of  all  the  events  that  could  happen  at  this  time,  there  was  not 
one  which  so  deeply  affected  the  commercial  interests  of  Great  Bri- 
tain as  the  cession  of  the  Floridas  to  the  United  States.  The  pos- 
session of  those  provinces  would  enable  the  Americans  to  annihilate 
the  British  trade  in  the  West  India  seas;  and  give  them  an  oppor- 
tunity of  connecting  themselves  with  the  black  governments  there 
in  a  manner  that  might  prove  essentially  injurious  to  our  interests. 
The  cession  should  have  been  guarded  against  at  the  congress  of 
Vienna.  No  one  at  Vienna  conceived  it  necessary  to  make  any 
provision  that  should  have  the  effect  of  preventing  the  aggrandize- 
ment of  the  United  States.  Hitherto  there  was  a  balance  on  which 
this  country  used  to  rely  for  her  security,  and  it  was  an  essential 
part  of  this  balance  to  prevent  the  Floridas  from  being  ceded  to  the 
United  States.  The  conduct  of  General  Jackson  in  the  execution 
ofAmbrister  and  Arbuthnot  was  unfiaralleled  in  the  history  of 
civilized  nations.  If  at  the  time  when  Copenhagen  was  taken  by 
the  British  troops,  Lord  Cathcart,  who  then  commanded  them, 
found  that  several  persons  belonging  to  neutral  countries  had  been 
engaged  in  the  defence  of  the  place,  and  ordered  them  to  be  exe- 
cuted, on  pretence  that  they  had  no  right  to  take  up  arms  against 
Great  Britain,  would  not  that  act  have  been  a  gross  violation  of  the 
laws  of  nations."* 

It  may  be  doubted  whether  any  measures  which  could 
have  been  taken  at  the  Congress  of  Vienna  to  guard 
against  the  severance  of  Florida  from  Spain,  would  have 
proved  effectual:  but  the  idea  of  a  concurrence  of  the 
members  of  that  Congress  in  precautions  against  the 
aggrandizement  of  the  United  States,  for  the  seciinty  of 


*  The  language  of  the  ministerial  journals,  concerning  General  Jackson,, 
bordered  on  the  infuriate.  Thus  we  read  in  the  London  Courier  of  March  25, 
1819.  "  General  Jackson  has  the  most  villainous  look  ever  beheld  ;  he  is  never 
seen  to  smile.    The  hero  is  -vorthy  of  the  people,  and  the  people  of  the  hero''' 
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Great  Britain!  has  something  of  the  marvellous,  besides 
impl}ing  an  extraordinary  sort  of  equity.  We  had  not 
been  called  on  to  explain  how  our  security  might  be 
affected  by  her  aggrandizement  in  the  West  Indies;  or 
how  the  balance  on  which  we  might  have  relied,  was  de- 
stroyed by  "  the  positions"  she  had  "  taken  up,"  all  over 
the  world;  positions  commanding  every  sea  of  commer- 
cial impoi'tance; — Heliogoiand;  Malta,  in  addition  to  Gib- 
raltar; the  Isle  of  France;  the  Island  of  Ceylon;  the  Prince 
of  Wales'  Island;  New  South  Wales;  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  "  Our  noble  station  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope," 
says  a  late  London  paper,  "  commands  the  commerce  of 
the  globe;  it  is  the  natural  key  to  India;  the  bridle  of 
America;  the  surface  which  we  might  people  with  hardy 
Englishmen  is  upwards  of  100,000  square  miles.  Make 
the  Cape  a  free  port  for  the  nations  of  Europe,  and  we 
banish  JS^orth  Aimrica  from  the  Indian  seas.'''  The 
powers  of  the  Continent  may  smile  when  they  find  Great 
Britain,  while  herself  adding  constantly  new  kingdoms  to 
her  dominions  in  the  East,  and  grasping  at  every  mari- 
time station  of  consequence  in  the  four  quarters  of  the 
globe,  exclaiming  against  American  ambition  and  aggran- 
dizement, because  the  United  States  had  acquired  a  con- 
tiguous province,  from  which,  if  in  foreign  hands,  they 
must  be  subject  to  the  severest  annoyance, — by  fair  nego- 
tiation, and  the  rehnquishment  of  large  pecuniary  claims, 
and  well-founded  pretensions  to  territory  of  much  greater 
extent  and  intrinsic  value. 

The  American  government  and  people  are  as  little 
likely  ^'to  demand  the  Island  of  Cuba,"  as  they  are  "to 
connect  themselves  with  the  black  governments  of  the 
W^est  Indies."  They  want  no  slave  islands;  and  to  insti- 
gate the  blacks  of  Hayti  to  foment  and  protect  insurrec- 
tion in  the  British  islands  (for  this  must  be  meant  by  the 
Marquis  of  Lansdowne,)  is  an  atrocity  of  which  they  must 
ever  be  incapable,  though  Great  Britain,  in  her  next  war 
with  us,  should  repeat  the  example  which  she  has 
twice  given,  of  exciting  the  negroes  of  the  southern 
states  to  supplant  and  butcher  their  masters.    The  case 
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^vhich  the  British  Peer  selected  to  illustrate  the  justness 
ef  his  sentence  upon  genei'al  Jackson,  is  eveiy  way  an 
unfortunate  one  for  the  purpose.    His  lordship  and  all 
his  colleagues  of  the  Opposition  had  denounced  the  attack 
upon  Copenhagen  as  a  heinous  aggression;  to  be  pa- 
ralleled in  treachery  and  outrage,  only  by  Bonaparte's 
invasion  of  Spain.    What  parity  of  reason,  then,  in  the 
supposed  case  of  lord  Cathcart  putting  to  death  the 
straiigers  whom  he  might  have  found  assisting  in  the  de- 
fence^of  the  capital  of  a  civilized  power,  a  member  of  the 
European  Christian  commonwealth,  so  unexpectedly  and 
iniquitously  attacked:  and  that  of  the  American  general 
pursuing  a  savage  horde  into  an  adjacent  territory,  from 
which  it  had  issued  to  desolate  the  American  frontier, 
and  there  executing  two  European  adventurers,  proved 
to  be  its  instigators  and  accomplices?    As  the  Danes 
did  not  follow  the  practice  of  massacreing  their  pri- 
soners, the  strangers  who  might  have  identified  them- 
selves with  them,  would  not,  when  seized,  have  been 
subject  to  the  punishment  of  death  by  retaliation,  as 
were  the  allies  of  the  Seminoles,  even  under  the  Euro- 
pean law  of  nations.    If  the  custom  of  Europe  be  deter- 
minative of  that  law  in  any  particular,  it  may  be  confi- 
dently invoked  in  favour  of  the  execution  of  Arbuthnot 
and  Ambrister,  on  the  supposition  that  they  were  actually 
leagued  with  the  Indians,  as  the  British  ministry  have  ad- 
mitted; for,  duiing  the  great  wars  of  the  Germans  and 
Poles  against  the  Turks,  death  was  the  immediate  lot 
of  the  European  christian  found  acting  on  the  side  of 
the  infidels.    So,  there  has  never  been  the  least  hesita- 
tion in  the  Mediterranean  waters  and  territories,  about 
despatching  at  once  the  renegade,  no  matter  of  what 
christian  country,  taken  in  arms  on  board  a  Barbary  cor- 
sair, or  in  a  predatory  descent  upon  the  coast. 

I  find  it  difficult  to  reconcile  the  full  knowledge  which 
the  itlarquis  of  Lansdowne  must  possess  of  the  history  of 
the  British  empire  hi  India,  and  in  Ireland,  with  his  de- 
claration, that  the  conduct  of  the  American  general  was 
unparalleled  in  the  history  of  civilized  nations."'    This  de- 

VOL.  I.— C* 
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claration,  I  deem  the  more  remarkable,  as  it  was  only 
two  months  before  (March  3,  1819,)  that,  on  the  occasion 
of  the  vote  of  thanks  moved  to  Lord  Hastings  aiu)  the 
British  generals  in  India,  the  Marquis  of  Lansuowne 
made,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  the  following  statement,  in- 
cluding, as  will  be  seen,  a  case  of  at  least  as  criminal  an 
aspect  as  that  of  the  American  general. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  said  :  He  felt  it  his  duty  to  observe, 
that  there  appeared  on  the  face  of  the  papers  before  their  lord- 
ships, a  transaction  which  could  not  be  passed  over  in  silence — a 
transaction  which  must  be  made  the  subject  of  some  expression  of 
censure,  if  thanks  were  to  be  generally  voted  to  the  whole  army  of 
India. — The  transaction  to  which  he  alluded,  was  the  execution  of 
the  Killedar  of  the  fort  of  Talneir.  It  appeared,  that  after  a  vigor- 
ous resistance  made  by  the  fort,  this  commander  had  come  out  and 
surrendered.  The  garrison  left  in  the  fort,  however,  resisted.  The 
fort  was  then  attacked  by  the  British  army,  and  taken  ;  and  the 
whole  of  the  garrison  was  put  to  the  sword.  However  much  he 
might  regret  such  a  proceeding,  he  did  not  make  it  the  subject  of 
complaint.  Perhaps,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  it  was 
unavoidable  ;  but  what  must  be  their  lordship's  opinion  of  the 
transaction  that  followed.  The  Killedar,  who  had  remained  in  the 
possession  of  the  British  commander,  was  deliberately  put  to  death. 
It  was  impossible  to  leave  this  horrible  circumstance  out  of  view  in 
any  vote  of  thanks  which  their  lordships  should  give.  The  des- 
patch of  Sir  Thomas  Hislop  states,  that  whether  the  Killedar  was 
accessory  to  the  treachery  of  the  garrison  or  not,  he  was  justly 
punished  with  death  on  account  of  his  rebellion  in  the  first  instance. 
There  was  no  ground  for  concluding  that  this  unfortunate  com- 
mander had  any  concert  with  the  garrison  in  their  treachery  ;  but, 
according  to  every  rule  of  European  war,  some  proof  of  that  con- 
cert ought  to  have  been  exhibited,  before  the  right  of  punishing 
him  was  assumed.  As  to  the  assertion,  that  he  was  guilty  of  re- 
bellion in  holding  out  after  his  master  had  submitted  and  conclud- 
ed a  treaty  of  pt  ace,  that  was  an  offence  over  which  a  British  autho- 
rity could  have  no  legal  cognizance.  He  was  accountable  for  his 
rebellion  to  Holkar  only.  But  how  was  he  to  know  that  he  was  in 
rebellion  ?  How  was  he  apprised  of  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  ? 
He  had  no  information  of  it  but  through  the  report  of  the  British 
army.  Would  their  lordships  say  that  upon  information  received 
from  an  ene  ly  the  commander  of  a  fortress  was  bound  to  surren- 
der, or  even  to  discontinue  hostilities,  and  that  he  was  liable  to  the 
punishment  of  death  if  he  refused  ?  If,  indeed,  he  had  been  a  party 
to  the  treachery  of  the  garrison,  he  might  have  been,  for  that  act, 
liable  to  punishment,  after  an  inquiry  before  a  regular  military  tri 
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bimal ;  but  with  the  other  charge  of  rebellion  the  British  com- 
mander could  have  nothhig-  to  do." 

I  am  particularly  struck  with  another  example  of 
disingenuousness  and  exaggeration  on  the  part  of  our 
friends  of  the  opposition,  which  I  have  now  before  me  in 
a  speech  of  Earl  Grey,  at  the  New  Castle  Fox  dinner  of 
the  31st.  of  December,  1818.  This  nobleman  stands, 
with  Lord  Grenville,  at  the  head  of  the  old  whigs;  he 
was  trained  by  the  side  of  Fox,  and  deserved  to  be  called 
the  Diomed  of  the  band  who  waged  so  powerful  a  war 
in  the  House  of  Commons  under  that  leader.  His  zeal 
for  parliamentary  reform  even  surpassed  that  of  his  col- 
leagues; but,  on  his  ascension  to  the  House  of  Lords,  his 
feelings  and  views  on  this  subject  underwent  a  material 
change;*  although  he  still  continued  inseparable  in  other 
questions  from  his  first  associations,  and,  in  his  American 
politics,  ranked  with  the  most  strenuous  antagonists  of 
the  ministerial  system.  As  the  imagination  of  a  large 
proportion  of  the  British  politicians  has  been  particularly 
affected  with  the  extensive  emigrations,  that  of  his  lord- 
ship is  disturbed  in  an  especial  manner,  with  the  cry  for 
universal  suffrage  and  annual  parliaments;  and  he  proba- 
bly feels  the  more  anxious  to  discredit  these  innovations, 
from  having  himself  taken  the  lead  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons in  arraigning  the  constitution  of  the  British  legisla- 
ture. The  example  of  America,  as  to  the  point  of  re- 
presentation, seemed  naturally  to  interfere  with  his  object, 
and  was  therefore  to  be  invalidated,  not  merely  by  being 
shown  to  have  no  application  to  the  circumstances  of 
Great  Britain,  but  by  being  exhibited  as  of  a  most  malig- 
nant and  revolting  character  in  itself  To  this  design  I 
ascribe  the  use  which  he  made,  on  the  occasion  above 
mentioned,  of  Fearon^s  "  Sketches  of  America,'^  and  the 
character  which  he  gave  of  the  book  and  its  author,  f 
shall  make  the  case  better  understood  by  transcribing 
that  portion  of  the  speech  to  which  I  allude,  before  I  give, 
as  I  intend,  some  ghmpses  of  the  true  light  in  which  the 
Sketches  are  to  be  viewed,  and  must  have  been  viewed, 
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in  fact,  by  the  noble  Earl.  After  drawing  a  frightful  pic- 
ture of  the  state  of  England,  he  proceeded  thus: 

"  But  there  is  even  a  more  dreadful  instance  than  ours  to  be 
found  in  the  history  of  a  country  whose  popular  constitution  must 
furnish  matter  of  much  interesting  observation  to  every  lover  of 
freedom.  The  constitution  of  America  is  free  and  popular  in  the 
largest  sense.  Now,  what  is  the  case  in  America?  A  gentleman 
was  deputed  by  thirty-nine  families,  who  had  been  driven  by  the 
necessities  of  the  times  to  think  of  emigration — a  melancholy  proof 
of  our  present  condition.  On  his  report  they  were  to  depend,  for  the 
spirit  of  the  country,  and  on  the  inducements  it  might  hold  out  to 
them.  The  gentleman's  name  is  Fearon.  He  has  published  the 
report  which  he  made  to  these  persons,  and  his  hook  is  full  of  the 
most  valuable  information^  and  is  distinguished  by  the  inarks  not 
only  of  an  inquiring^  observing^  and  intelligent  mind^  but  of  the 
greatest  fairness  and  impartiality.  What  does  Mr.  Fearon  say  oi 
the  operation  of  their  laws  and  of  this  boasted  constitution?'^' 

His  lordship  then  adduced,  as  decisive  revelation,  what 
Fearon  has  wTitten  concerning  the  process  of  election  and 
the  distribution  of  offices  in  America;  and  concluded 
in  these  words — "  This  is  Mr.  Fearon^s  statement,  and  I 
should  observe  to  you,  that  he  is  by  no  means  a  willing  wit- 
ness on  the  subject.  Why  do  I  repeat  these  things,^  Is  it 
that  I  may  depreciate  the  value  of  popular  rights  in  your 
estimation?  Far  from  it;  I  wish  merely  to  show  you 
that,  under  a  system  which  may  appear  more  perfect, 
similar,  or  even  greater  abuses,  may  still  exist  than  in 
England.^' 

We  must  conclude  that  the  orator  had  actually  read  the 
work  on  which  and  its  author,  he  pronounced  so  lofty  a 
panegyric;  which  he  thus  held  out  to  the  world  as  the 
source  of  the  most  authentic  information  concerning  Ame- 
rican affairs.  He  has,  in  fact,  by  the  latitude  and  em- 
phasis of  his  recommendation,  become  the  sponsor  of  the 
whole.  It  is  a  serious  accountabihty;  and  I  must  confess 
that  I  am  surprised  at  the  boldness  of  the  proceeding. 

In  the  first  place,  as  to  the  point  of  our  elections  and 
the  distribution  of  public  trusts,  Fearon's  allegations  are 
confined  to  the  affairs  of  two  states  only,  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  choice  of  one  federal  officer^  the 
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chief  magistrate.  It  happens  that  those  are  precisely 
and  notoriously  the  parts  of  the  Union,  in  which  the 
game  of  state  politics^  a  comparatively  insignificant  one, 
bears  the  worst  character  and  appearance,  in  them, 
there  is  more  perhaps,  of  what,  as  long  as  human  nature 
is  not  perfect  with  us,  must  exist  in  a  certain  measure,  in 
the  rest, — I  mean  paltry  intrigue  for  petty  offices,  and  in- 
terested effort  to  influence  votes.  Cases  of  some  enor- 
mity may  occur  in  the  first  line  of  abuse,  and  suffrages  be 
sometimes  given  from  mere  party  subserviency;  but  it  is 
as  absurd  to  compare  what  happens  here  in  these  respects, 
with  what  prevails  in  England,  as  it  would  be  to  compare 
the  amount  and  description  of  the  mendicity  in  our  streets, 
or  of  the  criminal  delinquency  on  our  calendars,  with  those 
of  which  we  read  in  Colquhoun^s  Treatises  and  the  late 
Parliamentary  Reports. 

Whoever  talks  of  a  degree  of  bribery  and  corruption 
and  undue  influence  in  America,  like  that  of  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  treasury  in  London,  and  the  theatres  of  English 
suffrage,  whether  the  shires  or  boroughs,  deals  in  the  most 
extravagant  hyperbole.  Fearon  only  repeats  on  this  sub- 
ject, what  he  pretends  to  have  heard  from  two  persons  of 
his  own  country,  Mr.  Cobbett  and  Mr.  Hulme,  both  of 
whom,  be  it  remarked,  peremptorily  disclaim  the  language 
which  he  imputes  to  them,  and  accuse  him  of  an  impudent 
imposture.  He  might,  perhaps,  have  read  it  in  some  of  the 
wild  declamations,  which  are  published  among  us  during 
the  heat  of  a  contested  election,  and  from  the  exaggerat- 
ing spirit  of  party  recrimination.  But,  nothing  that  has 
ever  happened  in  this  country,  furnishes  the  least  foun- 
dation for  asserting  broadly,  that  votes  and  places  are 
bought  and  sold.  Throughout  the  states,  the  right  of  suf- 
frage is  exercised,  in  general,  with  independence  and 
integrity,  by  freeholders  jealous  of  their  prerogative, 
strangers  to  the  want  and  very  idea  of  a  largess,  and  too 
proud  to  submit  to  any  dictation.  The  elections  in  New 
England,  for  instance,  are  marked  by  a  strictness  of  de- 
corum, probity  of  spirit,  and  universal  intelligence  of 
action,  such,  as  an  European,  accustomed  to  view  the 
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people  every  where  as  jyopulace,  would  not  be  capable  oi 
imagining* 

On  this  subject,  moreover,  it  is  not  what  may  be  clone 
or  said  in  some  of  the  large  cities  on  the  Atlantic  coast, 
that  furnishes  a  test  of  the  practice  among  the  mass  of  this 
nation. 

With  respect  to  disorder  and  corruption  in  the  system 
of  voting  and  appointing  to  office,  under  the  general  go- 
vernment, the  oracle  of  Lord  Grey  says  no  more,  from 
himself,  than  that  "he  became  acquainted  with  facts  in 
Washington  which  no  man  could  have  induced  him  t(%, 
believe  without  personal  observation.^^  With  more  than 
common  discretion,  he  abstains  from  telling  what  those 
facts  are,  but  proceeds  to  give  an  account  of  what  he 
there  heard  respecting  the  "  appointment"  of  the  presi- 
dent by  the  caucus  of  congress,  which  he  represents,  in- 
deed, as  a  mandate  issued  to  the  electors  in  the  different 
states,  and  never  disobeyed.  But  Lord  Grey  could  not 
have  been  so  ignorant  of  the  letter  and  whole  analogy  of 
our  institutions,  as  to  have  understood  this  to  be  more,  in 
form  or  fact,  than  a  recommendation  from  a  certain  num- 
ber of  members  of  congress  assembled  extra-officially,  to 
the  people  at  large,  to  vote  for  a  particular  individual  as 
their  chief  magistrate.  The  proceeding  is,  certainly,  ar^ 
irregularity,  and  unsafe  as  a  precedent;  yet,  so  far,  it  can- 
not be  said,  to  have  been  of  practical  injury,  or  of  any  real 


*  "I  have  lived  long  in  New  Eng-land,"  said  Dr.  Dwight,  the  late  distin- 
guished president  of  Yale  College,  and  have  never  yet  known  a  single  shilling 
given  to  purchase  a  vote."  This  is  the  testimony  of  one  than  whom  no  person 
could  have  had  better  opportunities  of  knowledge.  He  describes  thus  the 
manner  of  a  New  England  election. 

"In  New  England,  on  the  morning  of  an  election  day,  the  electors  assemble 
either  in  a  church  or  a  town  house,  in  the  centre  of  the  township,  of  which 
they  are  inhabitants. 

"The  business  of  the  day  is  sometimes  introduced  by  a  sermon,  and  very 
often  by  pubUc  prayer.  A  moderator  is  chosen:  the  M)tes  are  given  in  with 
strict  decency ;  without  a  single  debate  ;  without  noise,  or  disorder,  or  drink ; 
and  with  not  a  little  of  the  sobriety,  seen  in  religious  assemblies  The  meeting 
is  then  dissolved ;  the  inhabitants  return  quietly  to  their  homes,  and  have 
neither  battles  nor  disputes.  I  do  not  believe  that  sl  single  luoman,  bond  or  freep 
sver  appeared  at  a7i  election  in  JVVw  Engla?id  s'mce  the  colonization  of  the  coun- 
try.   It  would  be  as  much  as  her  character  was  worth  " 

Reply  to  the  Quarterly  lieviewers,  1815. 
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significance.  I  believe  it  is  not  doubted  by  any  one,  but 
that  the  personages  who  have  been  elected  in  rotation 
to  the  office  of  president,  and  particularly  the  one  who 
now  fills  it,  would  have  succeeded  equally  with  the  people, 
without  the  forward  counsel  of  such  an  assembly;  and, 
it  seems  to  me,  no  less  certain,  that  it  is  not  in  the  power 
of  any  cabal  of  whatever  composition,  to  impose  any  man 
upon  the  people  as  their  chief  magistrate;  to  effect  the 
adoption  of  one  to  whom  the  preference  would  not  be 
given  spontaneously.^ 

On  the  whole,  all  that  is  found  in  Fearon's  book,  touch- 
ing these  matters,  does  not,  when  candidly  examined,  im- 
plicate in  general,  "  the  laws  and  boasted  constitution'^  of 
America:  for,  there  is  nothing  that  calls  in  question  the 
conformity  of  the  representation  in  congress,  with  the 
theory  of  those  laws  and  that  constitution.  The  "  case  in 
America"  admitted  of  application  to  the  project  of  par- 
liamentary reform  in  England,  only  so  far  as  it  could  be 
shewn,  that  the  right  of  suffrage  was  not  exercised  honest- 
ly and  independently  in  the  election  of  congress;  that  this 
body  was  not  free  from  corrupt  dealings  towards  the  peo- 
ple and  within  itself;  and  did  not  fully  and  fairly  represent 
the  nation.  No  accusations  of  the  kind  are  hazarded  by 
Fearon.  and  I  am  sure  that  whosoever  might  utter,  would 
find  it  impossible  to  sustain  them,  in  the  opinion  of  im- 
partial minds. 

It  may  be  worth  while  to  obtain  an  idea  of  the  ge- 
neral doctrines,  concerning  this  country,  of  the  book  to 
which  Earl  Grey  has  so  formally  put  his  authoritative 
seal.    I  take  at  random,  by  way  of  specimen  of  that 


*  "We  hnoxv,**  say  the  Edinbuvg-h  Reviewers,  in  their  number  for  Decem- 
ber, 1818,  (article  on  Universal  Suifrage,)  «  that  the  leaders  of  the  democratic 
party  who  now  predominate  in  their  caucus  or  committee  at  Washing-ton,  do, 
in  effect,  nominate  to  all  the  important  offices  in  JVovth  Amenca."  It  is  incojiceiv- 
able  how  such  an  assertion  as  this,  could  have  been  risqued  in  a  publication 
likely  to  find  its  way  into  the  United  States.  I  scarcely  need  add  that  no  one 
in  this  country  ever  before  lieardofa  standing  committee  of  the  kind ;  and 
that  no  such  nomination  takes  place,  beyond  the  occasional  recommendation 
to  the  president,  by  members  of  congress,  or  others,  in  their  individual  capaci- 
ty, of  persons  who  are  soliciting  offices,  or  on  whom  it  is  thought  desirable  tha- 
*hey  should  be  conferred. 
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"most  valuable  information  of  which  it  is  fuli/"'  the  fol- 
lowing  passages. 

"  No  species  of  correction  is  allov/ed  in  the  American  schools; 
children  even  at  home  are  perfectly  independent,  (p.  39.)  A  cold, 
uniform  bigotry  seems  to  pervade  all  religious  sects,  (p.  48.)  Clean- 
liness is  scarcely  known  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  (p.  80.)  The 
tradesmen  here  (Philadelphia)  are  less  intelligent  than  men  follow- 
ing the  like  occupations  in  England,  (p.  161.)  The  Americans  are 
most  remarkable  for  complete  and  general  coldness  of  character 
and  disposition — a  cold-blooded  callousness  of  disposition,  (p.  166.) 
Whatever  degree  of  religious  intelligence  exists  is  confined  to  the 
clergy,  (p.  167.)  The  colour  of  the  young  females'  of  Philadel- 
phia is  produced  by  art:  the  junior  branches  of  the  Society  of 
Friends  there,  are  not  at  all  deficient  in  the  practice  of  roug-eing-, 
(p.  168.)  The  dirk  is  the  inseparable  companion  of  all  classes  in 
the  state  of  Illinois,  (p  262.) — The  United  States  are  cursed  -I'ifh  n. 
fiofiulation  undeserving  of  their  exuberant  soil  and  free  govern 
(p.  273.)  The  American  lawyers  are  at  least  thirty-three  • 
third  per  cent,  lower  than  their  brethren  in  England,  (p.  317.)  The 
Americans,  neglecting  to  encourage  any  pursuits,  either  indivi- 
dually or  collectively,  which  may  be  called  mental^  they  appear,  as 
a  nation,  to  have  sunk  into  habits  of  indolence  and  indifference: 
they  are  neither  lively  in  their  tempers  nor  generous  in  their  dispo-  ' 
sitions,  8cc.*  (p.  562.)  We  do  not  meet  in  America  with  even  an 
approach  to  simplicity  and  honesty  of  mind.  (p.  363.)  The  nation 
at  large  dislike  England,  and  yet,  both  individually  and  collectively, 
would  be  offended,  should  a  hint  be  expressed  that  they  were  of 
Irish  or  of  Dutch,  and  not  of  English  descent,  (p.  368.)  No  peo- 
ple are  so  vain  as  the  Americans;  their  self-estimation  and  cool-, 
headed  bombast,  M'hen  speaking  of  themselves  or  of  their  country, 
are  quite  ludicrous,  (p.  368.)  Every  man  in  America  thinks  he 
has  arrived  at  perfection,  (p.  368.)  Every  American  considers  that 
it  is  impossible  for  a  foreigner  to  teach  him  any  thing,  and  that  his 
head  contains  a  perfect  encyclopaedia,  (p.  369.)  A  non-intercourse 
act  seems  to  have  passed  against  the  sciences,  morals^  and  literature, 
in  America,  (p.  371.)  The  sexes  seem  ranked  as  distinct  races  of 
beings,  between  whom  social  converse  is  rarely  to  be  held.  A  uni- 
versal neglect  of  either  mental  or  domestic  knowledge  appears  to 
exist  among  the  females  here,  as  compared  with  those  of  England, 
(p.  377.)  Such  is  the  habitual  indolence  of  the  American  people, 
and  their  indifference  with  regard  to  fiublic  affairs,  that  occurrences 


*  So  Lieutenant  Hall,  in  his  book  of  Travels  in  America,  says.  "  The  Ame- 
ricans are  habitually  serious  and  silent;  tlieir  spirits  are  seldom  elevated  i  I" 
Apathy,  taciturnity,  are  traits  which  Ti'e  did  not  suspect  to  exist  in  our  cUii- 
ractex. 
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cf  first  rate  importance  are  known  biitby  few  individuals,  (p.  385.) 
There  would  qjpear  to  be  placed  in  the  very  stamina  of  the  people 
a  coldness,  a  selfishness,  and  a  spirit  of  conceit,  which  form  strong 
barriers  against  improvement.'*  391.) 

Every  particular  assertion  in  this  medley  is  in  the 
nature  of  antiphrasis;  anfl  the  general  allegations  are 
slanderous.  The  extravagance  of  several  of  them  be- 
trays not  only  a  libellous  disposition,  but  an  utter  want 
of  judgment,  in  the  writer.  I  will  illustrate  further  "  that 
fairness  and  impartiality/'  which  Earl  Grey  ascribes  to 
him  in  the  superlative  degree.  He  states  (p.  46,)  that  in 
New  York  all  the  churches  (forty-five  in  number,)  are 
well  filled  on  tlie  Sunday.  The  fact  being  rather  credita- 
ble to  that  community,  it  was  necessary  to  give  it  another 
direction;  and  this  is  done  by  the  following  arbitary, 
ridiculous,  and  malevolent  interpretation.  "  The  great 
proportion  of  attendants  at  any  particular  church  appear 
to  select  it,  either  because  they  are  acquainted  with  the 
preacher,  or  that  it  is  frequented  by  fashionable  compa- 
ny, or  their  great-grandmoilier  ivent  there  before  the  revo- 
lution, or  because  their  interests  will  be  promoted  by 
so  doing.*'  We  are  not  told  tlie  particular  indication  or 
circumstance  by  which  this  appeared.  Wherever  the  re- 
ligious worship  and  spirit  of  this  country  are  brought 
into  view,  it  is  in  the  same  strain  that  they  are  celebrated; 
and  ignorance  of  the  scriptures  is  perpetualy  charged 
upon  the  whole  body  of  a  people  by  whom  the  bible  is, 
doubtless,  more  generally  possessed  and  read,  in  family, 
tlian  ly^  any  other  on  earth.* 

Our  traveller,  when  he  cannot  venture  to  affirm  an 
opprobious  fact,  as  of  his  own  knowledge,  has  recourse 
to  this  form  of  speech,  "  I  have  reason  to  believe" — a 
convenient  mode  of  columniating,  when,  as  uniformly 
happens  with  him,  the  reason  is  not  assigned.  Thus, 
he  says  (p.  171,)  in  relation  to  Philadelphia, — a  city  as 
remarkable  for  domestic  neatness,  order,  morality,  and 


*  It  is  used  in  all  the  schools  in  the  interior,  and  these  receive  nearly  everv 
native  white. 
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happiness  as  any  which  has  ever  existed, — ''Although 
the  eyes  and  ears  of  a  stranger  are  not  insulted,  in  the 
openness  of  noonday,  with  evidence  of  hardened  pro- 
fligacy, I  have,  nevertheless, .  reason  to  believe  in  its  ex- 
istence to  a  very  great  extent.  The  habits  of  the  people 
are  marked  by  caution  and  secresy.  There  is  here  a  la- 
mentable want  of  cleanliness,  in  such  matters  as  are  re- 
moved from  the  public  eye;  an  ignorance  of  order  and 
neatness  in  domestic  life/^  Again,  when  in  Kentucky, 
"  I  have  not  seen  the  practice  of  gouging  occur,  though 
I  have  good  reason  to  believe  in  its  existence;"  and, 
when  at  New  Orleans,  "  At  a  tavern  opposite,  I  witnessed 
a  personal  conflict,  in  which  /  suppose  one  of  the  parties 
was  dirked/'    Admirably  "  fair  and  impartial  I" 

According  to  this  "  enquiring,  observing  and  intelligent 
gentleman''  (p.  46,  373,)  "  conversation  in  American  so- 
ciety, that  even  of  the  ladies,  turns  entirely  upon  the 
capture  of  the  Guerriefe,  and  the  battle  of  New  Orleans: 
the  price  of  flour  and  cotton,  and  the  bad  conduct  and 
inferior  nature  of  '  niggars/  "  He  dialogues  much  as  he 
goes  along,  and  all  his  American  interlocutors,  of  w  hat- 
ever degree,  talk  in  the  same  cant  phrases  of  the  most 
vulgar  cacophony.  Their  language,  on  all  occasions,  is 
provincial  and  plebeian.  This  circumstance  alone  might 
have  excited  in  the  mind  of  Lord  Grey  a  distrust  of  his 
gentleman's  candour,  or  of  the  cast  of  his  associations, 
both  in  this  country  and  at  home.  The  dramatic  style  of 
narrative,  whether  in  a  historian  or  traveller,  is,  at  best, 
open  to  suspicion. 

Mr.  Fearon  insists  earnestly  upon  "  the  jealousy  and 
dislike  of  foreigners  rooted  in  the  breasts  of  all  the  native 
Americans.""  He  returns  often  to  this  topic,  and  will 
have  it  that,  "  throughout  the  states,  there  is  a  strong  line 
of  distinction  drawn  between  citizens  of  native  and  of 
foreign  birth.''  (P.  347.)  The  ample  portion  which,  is 
enjoyed  by  persons  of  the  last  description,  of  whaterer 
means  of  comfort,  power,  distinction  this  country  affords — 
the  manner  in  which  we  are  consubstantiated  and  evened 
throughout  the  body  politic  and  social,  render  it  unneces- 
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sary  for  me  to  deny  the  absurd/mlegation ;  but  I  mention 
it.  and  the  earnestness  with  ^v4ich  it  is  made,  as  striking 
])articulars  of  the  evidence  wlffth  the  sketches  themselves 
oilered  to  the  British  earl,  offtheir  being  mainly  designed 
to  discourage  emigration  to ''the  United  States.  The  dis- 
tinct, elaborate  attempt  w^ich  is  made  in  them,  to  refute 
and  disgrace  the  publUtflions  of  Mr.  Birbeck,  is  addi- 
tional proof  of  this  i^ft,  which  we  can  hardly  beheve 
could  have  escaped  rfie  observation  of  his  lordship,  though 
ue  should  admit  that  he  overlooked  the  sweeping  calum- 
nies and  sinistrbus  interpretations  with  which  the  work 
abounds^  and  the  constant  sohcitude  of  the  author  to 
qualify  what  favourable  testimony  he  is  compelled  to  bear, 
in  such  a  way  as  to  defeat  its  allurement. 

But,  it  is  not  only  of  flippancy  and  rancour  that  we  could 
convict  this  traveller,  throughout:  in  several  instances  he 
might  be  shown  to  be  guilty  of  deliberate,  circumstantial 
falsehood.  I  vvill  select  one  which  may  represent  his 
whole  book,  and  in  which  the  Quarterly  Review  is  impli- 
cated. In  his  report  from  Philadelphia,  dated  October  12, 
lfel7,  he  writes  thus: — 

"  Seeing  the  following  advertisement  in  the  nev/spapers,  put  in 
by  the  captain  and  o'.uners  of  the  vessel  referred  to,  I  visited  the 
ship,  in  company  with  a  bootmaker  of  this  city. 

«  THE  PASSENGERS 

'  On  board  the  brig  Bubona,  from  Amsterdam,  and  who  are  wil- 

*  ling  to  engage  themselves  for  a  limited  time,  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses  of  their  passage,  consist  of.  Sec.    Apply  on  board  of  the 

*  Hubon^a,  opposite  Callowhill  street,  in  the  river  Delaware,  or  to  W, 
'  Odliij  k.  Co.  No.  38,  South  Wharves.* 

As  we  ascended  the  side  of  this  hulk,  a  most  revolting  scene  of 
want  and  misery  presented  itself.  The  eye  involuntarily  turned  for 
some^-elief  from  the  horrible  picture  of  human  suffering,  which 

*liis  living  sepulchre  afforded.    Mr.  enquired  if  there  were 

hoemakers  on  board.  The  ca/itain  advanced:  his  afifiearance 
jcaj.'jke  his  office;  he  is  an  American^  tall-,  determined^  and  ivith  an 
eyi  that  Jiashes  with  Algerine  cruelty.  He  called  in  the  Dutch  lan- 
guage for  shoemakers,  and  never  can  I  forget  the  scene  that  follow- 
ed- The  poor  fellows  came  running  up  with  unspeakable  delight, 
nc  doub*:  anticipating  a  relief  from  their  loathsome  dungeon.  Their 
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clothes,  if  rags  deserve  -i^at  denomination,  actually  perfunaed  the 
air.  Some  were  without  shir^  others  had  this  article  of  dress,  but 
of  a  quality  as  coarse  as  the  ^rst  packing  cloth.  I  enquired  of 
several  if  they  could  speak  En^sh.  They  smiled,  and  gabbled, 
*■  No  Engly,  no  Engly, — one  Enwy  talk  ship.'  The  deck  was  filthy. 
The  cooking,  washing,  and  neccMry  department,  were  close  toge- 
ther. Suc/i  is  the  mercenary  barc^rity  of  the  Americans  who  are 
engaged  in  this  trade^  that  they  cramned  into  one  of  those  vessels 
500  passengers,  80  of  whom  died  oi^i«  passage." 

This  account  is  quoted  with  evicleht  satisfaction,  in  the 
Quarterly  Review,  for  May,  1819,  aSfcthe  reviewer  adds 
from  himself — "The  infamous  traffic 4s  confined^  ex- 
clusively, to  American  vessels.^' 

I  have  thought  it  worth  while  to  ascertain  llie  facts  ol 
the  case,  and  they  are  as  follows: — The  brig  Biibona  in 
question  was  a  British  vessel  from  Sunderland,  in 'Eng- 
land; she  was  British  property,  and  navigated  on  Britisli 
account;  her  crew  was  British,  and  her  captain  an%jEng- 
lisJunan,  by  the  name  of  William  Garterell.  On  arn^ving 
in  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  he  selected  as  his  factors,  tlie 
Messrs.  Odlin  and  Co.  merchants  of  that  city,  whom 
Fearon  falsely  represents  as  the  owners  of  the  vessel. 
The  captain  was  not  "  talV^  but  about  the  middle  siz^, 
or  rather  below  it,  and  his  countenance  had  an  open, 
agreeable  expression.  Wlmt  is  more:  of  the  vessels 
that  entered  the  port  of  Philadelphia  in  the  years 
and  1817,  laden  with  redemptioners  from  the  contirtent 
of  Europe,  the  gi^eater  number  was  fareign;  Aese 
amounted  to  ten,  of  which  Jive  were  British  in  British 
employment;  namely,  the  brig  Bubona,  above  mentioned: 
the  ship  Zenophon,  captain  Goodwin;  the  brig  Coi^stantia, 
captain  Janson;  the  brig  Wilham,  captain  Arr(^^smith. 
and  brig  William,  captain  Danton.*  The  concfition  of 
the  redemptioners  on  board  the  British  vessels  wa^o  bet- 
ter than  in  the  others  of  whatever  nation,  engagedfen  the 
"infamous  traffic.^^  i 

I  derive  these  particulars  from  unquestionable  sour|^: 


*  The  other  foreig-n  vessels  (Prussian  and  Hanseatic)  were,  ship  Vro\v  Ca- 
thrina,  captain  John  Van  Dyle  ;  brig  Bonifacias,  captain  Leitman  ;  bripr  Cor- 
coi*dia,  captain  Diedricksen;  ship  Vrow  Elizabeth^  captain  BJankman, 
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— the  Mr.  Woodbriclge  Odlin,  l^ho  transacted  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Bubona;  and  Mr.  Andrew  Leinaii,  a  respecta- 
ble inhabitant  of  Philadelphia,  who  served  as  general 
agent  for  the  foreign  redemptioner  ships,  as  they  were 
styled,  and  who  has  in  his  hands  official  vouchers,  which 
I  have  examined,  of  their  respective  national  character, 
the  number  of  their  passengers,  &c.  It  is  known,  more- 
over, that  as  soon  as  the  abuses  practised  in  the  trade 
became  notorious,  the  American  Congress  passed  a  law 
designed  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  them,  and  remark- 
able for  the  humanity  and  efficaciousness  of  its  precau- 
tions. 41 

If  Fearon  really  visited  the  Bubona,  which  ,may  be 
doubted,  he,  an  Englishman,  could  not  have  mistaken 
her  national  character,  nor  that  of  the  captain.  This 

tall  American,  w^ith  an  eye  flashing  Algerine  cruelty,^' 
is  a  phantasm  manifestly  intended  to  heighten  the  injuri- 
ous eifect  of  the  whole  malignant  fiction.  So  the  use  of 
the  present  tense  by  the  Quarterly  Reviewers,  in  their 
unwarrantable  assertion,  argues  the  design  of  giving  it 
to  be  understood,  that  the  trade  is.  still  carried  on  by 
American  vessels,  with  the  same  abuses  as  existed  before 
ihe  passage  of  the  preventive  law. 

Whether  Earl  Grey  has  found  "  the  greatest  fairness 
and  impartiality"  in  the  article  of  the  Quarterly  Review, 
on  Fearon's  Sketches,  as  well  as  in  the  latter,  I  know  not; 
but  it  is  certain  that  the  noble  lord  and  the  reviewer  dif- 
i'cri^iiuch  in  their  views  of  the  character  of  the  traveller. 
•  We  find  Mr.  Fearon,^'  says  the  reviewer,  "whenever 
England  is  concerned,  venting  his  ignorant  sneers,  or  in- 
dulging his  spiteful  calumnies^  at  the  expense  of  decency 
and  jfruf/i;  he  crouches  with  base  servility  before  Cobbet; 
he  grossly  libels  his  fair  countrywomen:  he  is  solicitous  to 
entice  the  poor  of  Europe  from  their  country,  by  fallacies 
and  lies;  he  has  greedily  seized  upon  every  opportunity  of 
traducing  the  best  and  bravest  officers  of  England;  his 
prejudices  are  rooted  in  the  profoundest  ignorance;  he 
deals  in  flippant  and  frequent  abuse  of  scripture;  he  is  evi- 
dentlv  a  man  of  very  limited  faculties:  he  is  in  a  state  of 
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perpetual  childhood;  his' total  want  of  knowledge  is  sufli- 
ciently  apparent,  &c.''  5t  is  a  witness  thus  blackened, 
blighted,  and  stultified  by  themselves,  and  whom  in  fact, 
they  convict,  in  their  examination  of  his  book,  of  gross  in- 
consistency and  prevarication^  that  the  master  critics  of 
Lomion  bring  forward  to  explode  the  pretensions  of  the 
United  States  to  any  degree  of  moral  worth,  intellectual 
dignity,  or  physical  comfort.  It  is  upon  his  testimony, 
"who  violates  truth  and  decency,  ichenever  England  is 
concerned,'^  they  atfect  to  believe,  and  would  have  the 
world  believe,  besides  what  I  have  quoted  from  him, 
and  a  multitude  of  other  general  imputations  and  parti- 
cular calumnies,  that — "the  churches  in  America  are 
filled  by  fanatics,  hypocrites,  and  bulfoons;^^  that  "gain 
is  the  education,  the  morals,  the  politics,  the  theology, 
and  stands  instead  of  the  domestic  comfort  of  all  ages  and 
classes  of  Americans  that  "  the  worst  degree  of  corrup- 
tion which  the  inventive  malice  of  the  worst  Jacobin  ever 
charged  upon  the  government  of  England,  is  more  than 
reahzed  at  the  American  capital;'^  that  "  every  electi(;jn 
in  America,  from  the  president  downwards,  is  carried  on 
by  bribery,  corruption,  and  intrigue.'^* 

I  cannot  refrain,  in  dismissing  Mr.  Fearon  and  his 
compurgators,  from  offering  to  my  American  readeiji'. 
some  random  testimony  concerning  the  nature  of  tho^ 
abuses  in  the  system  of  British  suffrage  and  representa- 
tion, greater  than  which  Lord  Grey  is  pleased  to  believe 
may,  or  do  exist  under  that  of  the  United  States.  , 

In  the  year  1793,  the  honourable  Mr.  Grey,  then  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Commons, — now  Earl  Grey, 
and  a  member  of  the  House  of  Peers — made  a  motion  in 
the  Commons,  for  preform  in  parliament,  grounded^upon 
a  petition  which  he  presented,  and  vehemently  supported, 
and  was  understood  to  have  himself  composed.  The 
following  quotations  are  parts  of  that  petition,  and 

*  The  Edinburgh  Reviewers  have  also  so  far  forg-otten  their  station,  as  (©' 
bestow  on  Fearon,  the  epithets  "  enlig-htened  and  intelligent."  and  to  reconit  . 
mend  his  book,  with  the  simple  reservation  that  he  is  "  a  Utile  given  to  exag.^e' 
ration  in  his  views  of  vices  and  prejudices."   See  their  6lst  number. 
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facts  stated  in  them,  which  di^not  admit  of  denial,  are 
equally  true  of  the  subject  of  Jie  present  day. 

"  Your  petitioners  complain,  ihut  the  elective  franchise  is  so 
partially  and  unequally  distribu^d,  and  is  in  so  many  instances 
committed  to  bodies  of  men  of  such  very  limited  numbers;  that  the 
majority  of  your  honourable  House,  is  elected  by  less  than  fifteen 
thousand  electors,  which  even  if  the  male  adults  in  the  kingdom 
be  estimated  at  so  low  a  number  as  three  millions,  is  not  more  than 
the  two  hundredth  partdf  the  people  to  be  represented. 

"  The  second  compmnt  of  your  petitioners,  is  founded  on  the 
unequal  proportions  in  which  the  elective  franchise  is  distributed, 
and  in  support  of  it, 

"  They  affir^,  that  seventy  of  your  honourable  members  are  re- 
turned by  thirty-five  places,  where  the  right  of  voting  is  vested  in 
burghage  and  other  tenures  of  a  similar  description,  and  in  which  it 
would  be  to  trifle  with  the  patience  of  your  hoiMDurabie  House,  to 
mention  any  number  of  voters  whatever,  the  elections  at  the  places 
alluded  to  being  notoriously  a  mere  matter  of  form.  And  this  your 
petitioners  are  ready  to  prove. 

"  They  affirm,  that  in  addition  to  the  seventy  honourable  mem- 
bers'so  chosen,  ninety  more  of  your  honourable  members  are  elect- 
ed, by  forty-six  places,  in  none  of  which  the  number  of  voters 
exceeds  fifty.    And  this  your  petitioners  are  ready  to  prove. 

V'  They  affirm,  that  in  addition  to  the  hundred  and  sixty  so  elect- 
ed, thirty-seven  more  of  your  honourable  members  are  elected  by 
nineteen  places,  in  none  of  which  the  number  of  voters  exceeds  one 
hundred.    And  this  your  petitioners  are  ready  to  prove. 

"  They  affirm,  that  in  addition  to  the  hundred  and  ninety-seven, 
honourable  members  so  chosen,  fifty-two  more  are  returned  to 
serve  in  Parliament  by  twenty-six  places,  in  none  of  v/hich  the 
number  of  voters  exceeds  two  hundred.  And  this  your  petitioners 
are  ready  to  prove. 

"  They  affirm,  that  in  addition  to  two  hundred  and  forty-nine  so 
elected,  twenty  more  are  returned  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  coun- 
ties in  Scotland,  by  less  than  one  hundred  electors  each,  and  ten 
for  counties  in  Scotland  by  less  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  each. 
And  this  your  petitioners  are  ready  to  prove,  even  admitting  the 
validity  of  fictitious  votes. 

"They  affirm,  that  in  addition  to  the  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine  so  elected,  thirteen  districts  of  burghs  of  Scotland,  not  con- 
taining one  hundred  voters  each,  and  two  districts  of  burghs,  not 
containing  one  hundred  and  twenty -five  each,  return  fifteen  more 
honourable  members.  And  this  your  petitioners  are  ready  to 
prove.  And  in  this  manner,  according  to  the  present  state  of  your 
representation,  two  hundred  and  ninety-four  of  your  honourable 
members  are  chosen,  and  being  a  majority  of  the  entire  House  of 
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Commons,  are  enabi.  all  questions  in  the  name  of  the 

whole  people  of  England  and  Scotland. 

Religious  opinions  create  »  incapacity  to  vote.  All  Papists 
are  excluded  generally,  and,  by  fhe  operation  of  the  test  laws,  Pro- 
testant dissenters  are  deprived  of*a  voice  in  the  election  of  repre- 
sentatives in  about  thirty  borougil^'^vhere  the  right  of  voting  is 
confined  to  corporate  officers  alonr'*^a  cVnrivation  the  more  unjus- 
tifiable, because,  though  consider.  ,\7orthy  to  vote,  they  are 
deemed  capable  of  being  elected,  ai:  .  i  '  o  t'.e  representatives  of 
the  very  places  from  which  they  are  >  fied  from  being  tl>e 
electors. 

"  A  man  paying  taxes  to  any  amount,  he  .  soever,  for  his 

domestic  establishment,  does  not  thereby  obtai:.  '  '  to  vote,  un- 
less his  residence  be  in  some  borough  where  th:  is  vested  in 
the  inhabitants.  This  exception  operates  in  sixty  pi  T  which 
twenty-eight  do  not  contain  three  hundred  voters  .  .  ,  did  the 
number  of  householders  in  England  and  Wales  (exclusive  of-Scot- 
iand,)  who  pay  all  taxes,  is  7 14,9 11,  and  of  householders  who  pay 
all  taxes  but  the  house  and  wdndow  taxes,  is  284,459,  as  appc. 
a  return  made  to  your  honourable  House  in  1785. 

"  In  Scotland,  the  grievance  arising  from  the  nature  of  the  : 
of  voting,  has  a  different  and  still  more  intolerant  operation.  In  u..  . 
great  and  populous  division  of  the  kingdom,  not  only  the  great  mass 
of  the  householders,  but  of  the  landholders  also,  arc  excluded  froi^a 
all  participation  in  the  choice  of  representatives.  i 

"  Your  honourable  House  knows,  that  the  complicated  rights  afc 
voting,  and  the  shameful  practices  which  disgrace  election  pro-l 
ceedings,  have  so  loaded  your  table  with  petitions  for  judgment  anff* 
redress,  that  one  half  of  the  usual  duration  of  a  parliament  has 
scarcely  been  sufficient  to  settle  who  is  entitled  to  sit  for  the  othe^ 
half. 

"  From  the  peculiar  rights  of  voting,  by  which  certain  places  re- 
turn members  to  serve  in  parliaments,  eighty-four  individuals  do, 
by  their  own  immediate  authority,  send  one  hundred  and  fifty-seren 
of  your  honourable  members  to  Parliament,  and  your  petitioners 
are  ready  to  name  the  members  and  the  patrons.  ^ 

"  Your  petitioners  are  convinced  that  in  addition  to  the  on€  hun- 
dred and  fifty-seven  honourable  members  above  mentioned,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  mor^,  making  in  the  whole  three  hundred  and^seven, 
are  returned  to  your  honourable  House,  not  by  the  collected  \Mice  of 
those  whom  they  appear  to  represent,  but  by  the  recommeii^btion 
of  seventy  powerful  individuals,  added  to  the  eighty-four  Mforc 
mentioned,  and  maj;ing  the  total  number  of  patrons  altogethertnly 
one  hundred  and  fifty-four»  who  return  a  decided  majority  of 
honourable  House.  '  5y 

"  Your  petitioners  inform  your  honourable  House,  and  are  ready- 
to  prove  it  at  your  bar,  that  they  have  the  most  reasonable  grounds 
to  suspect,  that  no  less  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  your  honourable 
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inenibers  owe  their  elections  entirely  to  the  interference  of  peers; 
and  your  petitioners  are  prepared  to  show  by  legal  evidence,  that 
forty  peers,  in  defiance  of  your  resolutions,  have  possessed  them- 
selves of  so  many  burghage  tenures,  and  obtained  such  an  absolute 
and  uncontrolled  command  in  very  many  small  boroughs  in  the 
kingdom,  as  to  be  enabled  by  their  own  positive  authority  to  return 
eighty-one  of  your  honourable  members. 

"  The  means  taken  by  candidates  to  obtain,  and  by  electors  to  be- 
stow a  seat  in  your  honourable  house,  appear  to  have  been  increas- 
ing in  a  progressive  degree  of  fraud  and  corruption.  In  the  31st 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  majesty,  the  number  of  statutes 
found  necessary  to  prevent  bribery,  had  increased  to  sixty -five.*' 

Ill  confirming  the  allegations  and  pressing  the  object  of 
the  petition,  the  honourable  Mr.  Grey  said,  that  "  the  evils 
of  the  American  war  were,  in  his  mind,  entirely  owing  to 
the  unequal  and  corrupt  representation  in  Pariiament." 
And  Mr.  Sheridan  made  the  following  observations  in  the 
course  of  the  debate,  to  which  Mr.  Grey's  motion  gave 
rise. 

As  to  the  general  challenge  of  proving  the  abuse  which  subsists 
in  our  government,  he  (Mr.  Sheridan)  had  no  delight  in  it;  but  as 
he  must  answer,  he  should  say,  that  some  of  the  abuses  of  which  he 
complained,  and  of  which  a  reform  of  Parliament  was  the  only 
remedy,  were,  that  Peers  of  the  other  house  sent  members  to  the 
House  of  Commons  by  nomination;  that  the  Crown  sent  members 
into  that  house  by  nomination  too;  that  some  members  of  that  house 
sent  in  members  by  their  own  nomination  also — all  these  things 
made  a  farce  of  an  election  for  the  places  for  which  these  were  re- 
turned; that  men  were  created  peers  without  having  been  of  the 
least  service  to  the  public  in  any  action  of  their  lives,  but  merely  on 
account  of  their  Parliamentary  influence — the  present  minister  had 
been  the  means  of  creating  a  hundred  of  them..  He  did  not  blame 
him,  but  the  fault  was  in  the  system  of  government;  corruption 
was  the  pivot  on  which  the  whole  of  our  public  government  af- 
fairs turned;  the  collection  of  taxes  was  under  the  management 
of  wealthy  men  in  Parliamentary  interest,  the  consequence  of  which 
was,  that  the  collection  of  them  was  neglected ;  that  to  make  up 
the  deficiency,  excisemen  must  be  added  to  the  excise— -this  soured 
the  temper  of  the  people ;  that  neither  in  the  church,  the  army,  the 
navy,  or  any  public  office,  was  any  appointment  given,  but  through 
Parliamentary  influence ;  that,  in  consequence,  corrupt  majorities 

at  th^will  of  the  minister.* 
4? 


*  Sedthe  Debate  in  the  3©th  vol.  of  the  Parliamentary  History 
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The  following  parts  of  the  debate  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons respecting  the  new  taxes,  which  I  extract  from  the 
London  Courier  of  Jane  19,  1819,  will  show  what  degree 
of  reformation  that  body  has  undergone  since  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan's exposition  of  its  character. 

"The  Marquis  of  Tavistock  said,  (June  18,  1819.) — Was  it  not 
grievous  to  reflect,  that,  when  the  minister  had  proposed  an  income 
tax,  the  house  defeated  his  purpose— or,  as  the  noble  lord  had  ex- 
pressed it,  relieved  themselves,  and  not  the  country  ?  Was  it  not 
grievous  to  reflect,  that  the  house  had  rejected  with  indignation  the 
income  tax ;  and  that  when  other  taxes  were  proposed,  which  fell 
upon  the  poor  and  distressed,  they  were  passed  with  acclamations, 
and  nothing  was  talked  of  but  the  triumphant  majorities  of  minis- 
ters ?  (cheering).  If  any  diflflculty  was  felt  in  believing  this  to  be  a 
correct  view  of  the  case,  let  it  be  recollected,  that  when  the  income 
tax  was  refused  in  1816,  ministers  gave  up  the  malt  tax,  and  the 
noble  lord  (Castlereagh)  said,  "  Since  Parliament  has  relieved  itself 
from  the  income  tax,  I  and  my  colleagues  relieve  the  country  by 
giving  up  the  malt  tax."  Why  did  not  ministers,  entertaining  this 
view  of  the  diff'erent  taxes,  propose  a  renewal  of  the  income  tax, 
which  they  believed  to  be  a  burden  upon  the  members  of  the  house, 
and  not  upon  the  country,  instead  of  the  taxes  which  they  had 
admitted  to  be  felt  by  the  country,  and  especially  by  the  poorer 
classes?  They  acted  so,  obviously  because  they  were  afraid  of  a 
defeat  in  that  house  upon  the  income  tax.  But  would  they  have 
last  year  proposed  the  taxes  now  required  ?  If  they  had  made  the 
proposal,  would  it  have  been  endured  in  the  last  year  of  the  last 
Parliament?  Was  it  surprizing  that  the  people  of  this  country- 
should  be  discontented,  when  they  saw  their  representatives  shelter- 
ing themselves  from  an  income  tax?  (Hear.) — When  they  saw 
those  representatives  at  the  same  time  laying  further  taxes  on  malt, 
on  tea;  and  on  wool  ? 

How  happened  it,  that  when  the  people  called  loudly  and  earn- 
estly for  retrenchment  and  economy,  the  ministers,  backed  by  over- 
^vhelming  majorities,  answered  them  by  imposing  fresh  taxes,  and 
increasing  their  overpowering  burdens  ?  The  clear  and  mdisfiuta- 
ble  cause  ivas,  that  the  majority  of  that  house  were  returned  by 
borough-mongering^  a7ic^  corruJitio7ij  and  that  the  Parlla77ie7its  con- 
tinued for  seven  years.'' 

"  Mr.  Coke  (of  Norfolk)  said — It  was  the  duty  of  every  man  to 
oppose  the  attempt  to  arm  ministers  with  new  powers  of  collecting 
money.  He  was  an  old  member  of  Parliament,  and  he  had  often 
seen  and  well  knew  the  profligate  mode  in  which  the  public  money 
was  squandered:  he  would  not  trust  them  with  a  single  farthing. 
He  would  go  the  full  length  of  asserting  that  this  was  a  corrupt 
house,  from  which  no  good  could  be  expected.    Ministers  had  no- 
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thing  to  clo  but  to  summon  their  troops,  and  they  had  a  majority 
instantly  at  their  command  ;  it  is  in  fact  a  joke  upon  the  country, 
and  the  people  felt  it  to  be  so  from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the 
other.'* 

Mr.  Ricardo  maintained,  at  some  length,  that  the  idea  of  there 
being  a  sinking  fund  was  nothing  but  a  delusion. 

"  Before  he  sat  down,  he  could  not  help  observing,  that  he  con- 
curred in  every  thing  which  had  been  said  by  the  noble  marquis, 
regarding  the  necessity  of  a  reform  in  the  representation  of  that 
house." 

As  Earl  Grey  has  rendered  this  subject  of  British  re- 
presentation and  election  of  importance  to  us,  I  will  set  it 
in  a  broader  light  by  additional  extracts  from  the  debates 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  as  I  find  them  reported  in  the 
ministerial  newspaper,  the  London  Courier.  The  speak- 
ers, with  the  exception  of  Lord  Cochrane^,  are  all  mem- 
bers of  considerable  distinction. 

"  Mr.  Tierney  asked  (Feb.  7th,  1817,)  if  the  house  recollected  the 
?njmber  of  holdei-s  of  offices  now  sitting  there.  There  were  not  less 
than  sixty  of  these  gentlemen,  all  of  whom  were  liable  to  be  dis- 
missed at  pleasure.  If  they  deducted  their  number  from  some  oi 
the  ministerial  majorities,  the  result  w^ould  appear,  that  the  fair  and 
free  sense  of  the  house  was  against  the  measures  of  ministers. 
Many  members,  too,  were  certainly  connected  by  the  ties  of  rela- 
tionship to  those  who  were  in  power." 

Mr.  Brougham  said  (June  8th,  1819,)  that  the  whole  of  that 
which  gave  the  patronage  of  a  borough  in  the  county  he  had  men- 
tioned, which  returned  two  members,  and  which  had  never  been 
disputed,  ivas  the  gross  ajid  ivilful  abuse  of  a  great  charitable  estate, 
intended  strictly  for  the  education  of  the  jioor^ 

"  Mr.  Brougham  said  (Feb.  17th,  1818,)  that  in  the  last  year  of 
every  Parliament,  more  benefit  accrued  to  the  public  than  during 
all  the  preceding  years  of  its  existence.*' 

"  Mr.  Calvert  said  (Feb.  7th,  1817,)  that  he  was  one  of  six  persons 
who  had  sent  tv.'o  members  to  Parliament,  and  for  which,  each  mem- 
ber paid  4,500/." 

Lord  Cochrane  said  (June  20th,  1817,)  he  remembered  very 
well  the  first  time  he  was  returned  as  a  member  to  the  house,  which 
was  for  the  borough  of  Hornton,  and  on  which  occasion  the  town 
bellman  was  sent  through  the  town  to  order  the  voters  to  come  to 
Mr.  Townshend's  the  head  man  in  that  place,  and  a  banker,  to  re- 
ceive the  sum  of  10/.  10.?.  This  was  the  truth,  and  he  would  ask, 
how  could  he,  in  that  situation  be  called  a  representative  of  the  peo- 
ple in  the  legitimate  constitutional  sense  of  that  word  ? 

He  had  no  doubt  but  there  were  very  many  in  that  house,  who 
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had  been  returned  by  similar  means.  His  motive,  lie  was  now  fully 
convinced,  was  wrong,  decidedly  wrong;  but  as  he  came  home 
pretty  well  flushed  with  Spanish  money,  he  had  found  this  borough 
open  and  he  had  bargained  for  it ;  and  he  was  sure  he  would  have 
been  returned,  had  he  been  Lord  Camelford's  black  servant,  or  his 
great  dog." 

"  Sir  Robert  Heron  said  (May  19th,  1818,)  that  the  necessity  of 
reform  had  often  been  acknowledged  by  the  house  itself.  Distin- 
guished members  had  offered  to  prove  at  the  bar  its  corrupt  consti- 
tution, but  no  strong  desire  to  proceed  to  those  proofs  had  ever 
been  manifested  on  the  part  of  the  house.  The  corruption  was 
manifested  by  the  Grenville  act,  which  declared  the  house  no  longer 
fit  to  be  trusted  with  the  decision  of  its  own  elections — by  the  oaths 
and  precautions  which  it  declared  to  be  absolutely  necessary  to  pre- 
vent partial  decisions." 

"Mr.  Lockart  said  (March  2d,  1818,)  that  he  approved  of  the 
general  principle  of  the  (election  laws  amendment)  bill,  especially 
that  part  forbidding  the  distribution  of  cockades.  He  had  known 
30,000  cockades  given  away  at  an  election,  and  this  signal  of  party 
was  thus  made  an  engine  of  bribery,  not  to  the  multitude  at  large, 
but  towards  persons  of  particular  trades." 

"Mr.  Wynne  said  that,  at  one  election  he  knew  that  8,000/.  had 
been  given  to  special  constables.  At  another  election  1,500  special 
constables  had  been  engaged  at  half  a  guinea  a  day  each." 

Camelford  election. — "  Mr.  D.  W.  Harvey  observed  (July  2d, 
1819,)— -the  counsel  who  conducted  the  case  before  the  committee, 
imdertook  to  prove  the  existence  of  a  conspiracy  for  procuring  a 
corrupt  return  for  the  borough ;  and  the  report  of  the  committee 
showed  that  that  charge  had  been  in  a  great  measure  substantiated. 
The  faciri  Wv^re — thai  ihere  were  twenty -nine  electors  for  Camelford 
— th.'tthat  borough  had  been  frequently  the  subject  of  sale  or  bar- 
ter— and  that  it  was  now  the  property  of  a  noble  lord,  whom  he 
would  not  name,  as  those  who  had  read  the  report  of  the  committee 
must  know  that  his  lordship's  name  was  no  secret.  Not  long  before 
the  last  election,  a  meeting  of  five  of  the  electors  was  held  at  an  inn 
near  the  borough,  called  the  Allworthy,  which  meeting  was  joined 
by  a  cert-iin  Reverend  Divine^  who  expressed  to  the  individuals  as- 
sembled a  desire  to  return  two  members  to  serve  in  Parliament  for 
the  borough  of  Camelford.  To  this  estimation  the  electors  did  not 
object.  They  annexed  only  one  condition  to  their  compliance  with 
it,  namely,  that  a  large  sum  of  money  should  be  deposited  for  cer- 
tain purposes  which  were  mentioned  in  a  whisper.  It  appeared 
that  with  that  condition  the  Reverend  Divine  would  not,  or  could 
not,  comply.  The  five  electors,  however,  did  not  abandon  their  de- 
sign. Accordingly  they  met  again  at  another  inn  near  Camelford, 
called  the  Five  Lanes,  where  a  letter  signed  James  Harvey,  was 
read,  off'ering  6,000/.  for  the  power  of  returning  two  members  for 
the  borough  of  Camelford,  to  be  distributed  among  any  fifteen  (be- 
ing a  majority)  of  the  electors. — This  proposal  was  agreed  to.  The 
reply  of  the  letter,  containing  the  acquiescence  in  the  proposal,  was 
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•ddressecl  to  Mr.  Sibley,  the  partner  of  Mr.  Hallett.  It  was  proved 
before  the  committee  that  Mr.  Hallett  bad  held  up  6,000/.  before 
his  partner,  Mr.  Sibley,  and  had  said — Sibley,  do  you  think  the 
Camelford  electors  will  bite  at  this  ?"  As  a  security  for  the  money, 
it  appeared  that  the  half  notes  of  the  6,000/.  were  deposited  at 
Camelford.  Ultimately,  however,  the  conspiracy  failed,  and  the 
election  was  lost.  It  did  not  appear,  however,  that  the  half  notes 
had  been  returned  ;  for  it  was  proved  that  Hallet  or  Sibley  had  said 
— "What  damned  rogues  those  Camelford  electors  are  I  do  you 
know  I  could  not  ^ct  back  the  half  notes  from  them  without  making 
some  compromise!" 

Mr.  Southey  had  informed  us,  in  Espriella's  Letters, 
that  Englishmen  regard  all  kinds  of  deceit  as  lawful 
in  electioneering, — that  they  stop  not  at  asserting  the 
grossest  and  most  impudent  falsehoods; — that  at  a  JVot- 
tingham  election  the  mob  ducked  some,  and  killed  others; 
that  on  such  occasions  no  frauds,  pious  or  impious,  are 
scrupled;  that  any  thing  hke  an  election,  in  the  plain 
sense  of  the  word,  is  unknown  in  England;  that  a  majo- 
rity of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  are  re- 
turned by  the  most  corrupt  influence;  that  seats  in  that 
house  are  not  uncommonly  advertised  in  the  newspapers; 
that,  although  oaths  are  required  of  the  voters^  they  are 
evaded  by  the  grossest  means;  that  votes  are  publicly 
bought  and  sold.* 

All  this  is  abundantly  illustrated  in  the  history  of  the 
English  elections  of  the  summer  of  1818.  Much  of  the 
time  of  the  courts  of  justice  and  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, since,  has  been  occupied  in  the  investigation  of 
cases  of  bribery  and  corruption,  involving  the  most  auda- 
cious fraud  and  perjury.  Besides  that  of  Camelford,  al- 
ready mentioned,  those  of  Grampound  and  Barnstaple 
may  be  cited  as  edifying  specimens.  The  tactics  of  the 
boroughs  are  thus  instructively  explained,  in  the  number  of 
Bell's  Weekly  Messenger,  of  the  29th  June,  1818. 

"  Among  the  various  scenes  now  exhibiting  in  the  progress  of 
the  business  of  the  general  election,  there  are  one  or  two  to  be  seen 
in  some  of  the  boroughs  which  dsserve  not  only  to  be  generally 
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known,  but  which  we  should  hope  will  not  be  soon  forgotten.  We 
deem  it  a  duty  to  call  particular  attention  to  one  of  these  elective 
bodies.  Upon  the  arrival  of  their  late  member  to  repeat  his  canvass, 
he  was  met  by  the  electors  in  a  body,  and  the  first  question  put  to 
him  was,  whether  he  was  willing  to  pay  the  usual  gratuity  of  40^, 
per  man  ? — that  is  to  say,  to  invite  them  all  to  a  breakfast,  v/here 
each  should  find  a  40/.  bank  of  England  note  under  his  saucer. 
The  gentleman  replied  that  he  was  really  not  rich  enough  to  give 
this  expensive  breakfast  to  three  hundred  voters ;  but  that  he  had 
rendered  the  borough  such  important  services  in  their  trade,  roads, 
and  harbour,  that  he  trusted  their  gratitude  would  not  seize  the 
present  occasion  of  turning  him  out ;  but  if  they  insisted  on  the 
40/.  per  man,  they  must  seek  for  some  one  who  was  better  able  to 
buy  them  at  that  price." 

"In  another  borough,  the  practice  of  the  election  we  understand 
to  be  as  follows: — The  price  of  tVie  worthy  and  independent  elec- 
tors is  50/.  per  head,  and  one  of  the  principal  men  in  the  town  being 
a  banker,  the  money  is  to  be  paid  in  his  notes,  and  at  his  bank. 
Upon  the  day  preceding  the  nomination  and  return,  the  town  crier 
gives  public  notice  for  all  the  electors  to  appear  personally  at  the 

banking  house  of  Mr.  ,  to  consult  upon  a  suitable  member 

for  their  independent  borough.  Each  appears  accordingly,  and  re- 
ceives his  fifty  pounds.  On  the  following  day,  the  banker  appears 
at  the  hustings  or  town  hall,  recommends  very  warmly  Mr.  such  a 
one,  and  the  electors  immediately  elect  him.  No  questions  are 
asked  as  to  the  fifty  pounds,  or  from  whom  it  came,  and  no  one  of 
course  takes  any  blame  to  himself  for  having  received  a  bribe  from 
the  worthy  Mr.  such  a  one.  Each  is  willing  lo  swear  that  he  never 
saw  his  money.  The  vote  is  given  only  from  good  will  to  the  banker, 
and  it  seems  that  the  oath  docs  not  apply  to  gratuities  from  third 
persons." 

"  In  a  third  borough,  the  money  is  given  by  the  ^man  in  the 
moon,'  who  deputes  an  attorney  for  his  agent.  In  a  few  days  the 
same  attorney  produces  a  notice  from  the  same  man  in  the  moon, 
that  he  could  wish  their  respected  and  most  independent  borough  to 
be  represented  by  Mr.  A.  and  Mr.  B.  two  gentlemen  with  whose 
worth  he  is  acquainted.  The  recommendation  is  adopted  as  a  mat- 
ter of  course,  and  two  persons  as  fitted  for  corruption  as  themselves 
are  sent  into  Parliament.  In  a  word,  there  is  scarcely  a  slang  term 
or  a  slang  practice,  which  may  not  be  found  in  the  abominable  prac- 
tices of  some  of  these  boroughs,  in  which  perjury  is  made  a  comedy, 
andthCjUiost  atrocious  roguery  converted  into  a  jolly  pleasantry. 
All  these  things  are  going  on  before  our  eyes." 

In  scenes  of  disorder  and  violence,  the  late  election 
was  as  rich  as  any  former  occasion  of  the  kind.  The 
treatment  of  Sir  Murray  Maxwell  is  not  unknown  to  us 
on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.    Such  horrible  outrage  as 
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was  practised  in  Westminster  by  the  mob,  and  such  ri- 
baldry as  was  exchanged  on  the  hustings  by  the  rival 
candidates,  "  men  of  rank  and  fashion,"  might  procure 
from  those  who  write  within  the  Westminster  uproar, 
some  toleration  for  the  occasional  animation  of  our  voters, 
and  the  rough  declamation  of  our  stump  orators  in  the 
election  contests  of  the  southern  states. 

The  condition  of  things,  in  Ireland,  with  regard  to  the 
choice  of  legislators,  is  truly  melancholy,  as  it  is  described 
in  a  late  book  of  travels,  possessing  the  highest  autho- 
rity*   "So  far,'"  says  the  author,  "are  the  wretched 
tenants  of  the  cabins  from  receiving  benefit  for  their  in- 
apposite distinction  of  freeholders,  that  it  operates  a  con- 
trary way,  and  puts  them  to  expense  and  loss  of  time, 
without  the  privilege  of  having  any  choice.    Ruin  would 
inevitably  overtake  him  who  should  dare  to  presume  to 
have  any  opinion  but  that  dictated  to  him  by  his  landlord; 
and  the  candidate  who  should  solicit,  or  accept  without 
solicitation,  the  vote  of  a  tenant,  against  the  will  of  his 
landlord,  must  answer  the  irregularity  with  his  life,  and 
incur  the  general  odium  of  his  own  class  of  society.  Po- 
pular opinion  has  little  or  no  influence  in  the  election  of 
the  one  hundred  Irish  members.  Election  contests  with  us 
procure,  for  a  time,  some  consideration  for  the  lower 
ranks — what  dignifies  the  English  character  debases  the 
Irish.    The  magnitude  of  the  evil  is  greater  than  can  be 
conceived  by  those  who  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of 
witnessing  its  effects.    In  the  most  venal  places  in  Eng- 
land, besides  the  bribe,  some  condescension  is  expected: 
here  the  poor  voter  is  only  degraded  by  an  additional  link 
to  the  chain  of  his  dependency.    The  representation  of 
the  town  rests  mostly  in  each  body  corporate,  which  sel- 
dom exceeds  twelve  members.    The  selecting  for  repre- 
sentation by  the  extent  of  the  population  was  a  farce,  in 
which  the  people  had  no  assigned  part  to  act.    The  de^ 
mocratic  part  of  the  British  constitution,  quoad  the  Irish., 
had  better  not  exist.'" 


•  Observations  on  the  state  of  Ireland,  written  in  a  tour  through  that  coun- 
try,  by  J.  C.  Curweji,  Esq.  M.  P.   London.  1818.   Vol.  II.  Letter  li. 
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"  In  some  instances,  the  very  favours  granted  the  Ca- 
thohcs  are  considered  as  sources  of  aggravation,  if  not  of 
insult — emblazoned  badges  of  slavery!  In  conferring  the 
elective  franchise,  they  have  been  denied  the  exercise  of 
a  free  choice,  the  proudest  prerogative  of  Englishmen; 
and  compelled  to  feel,  in  the  discharge  of  the  granted 
privilege,  their  own  inferiority." 

4.  It  is  not  in  newspapers,  reviews,  and  parliamentary 
speeches  alone,  that  the  United  States  are  traduced  in 
England.  Her  writers  of  formal  treatises  on  subjects 
connected  with  general  literature,  and  even  with  natural 
science,  fall  into  preposterous  digressions  about  the  un- 
worthiness  of  their  *^  American  kinsmen,'^  and  are  not  al- 
ways inordinately  scrupulous  as  to  the  accuracy  of  their 
disparaging  statements.  1  have  an  instance  at  hand  in 
the  following  passage  of  a  late  work,  entitled  "The 
History  and  Practice  of  Vaccination,  by  James  Moore, 
Director  of  the  National  Vaccine  EstabHshment  at  Lon- 
don, Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgery,  &c." 

"The  freedom  that  reigns  in  the  United  States  of  America,  is 
incompatible  with  unanimity;  consequently,  the  vaccine  had  to 
struggle  there  with  a  long  and  violent  opposition,  which  was  not 
much  allayed  by  the  exertions  of  the  President,  Mr.  Jefferson,  who 
patronized  the  new  practice;  yet  by  degrees  it  spread  and  was  in- 
troduced even  among  the  Indian  tribes.  It  was  in  the  year  1799, 
that  this  important  benefit  was  conveyed  to  the  United  States  from 
Great  Britain.  Indeed,  except  the  produce  of  the  soil,  what  that  is 
valuable  has  not  that  nation  received  from  us?  Certainly  their  arts, 
literature,  laws,  and  religion,  the  model  of  their  political  establish- 
ments, and  even  their  love  of  liberty. — Yet  when  Gredt  Britain  was 
hard  pressed  by  Napoleon,  the  United  States  submitted  to  the 
threats  and  depredations  of  the  tyrant.  Sec.  But  let  England  forget 
this,  and  rejoice  in  being  able  to  add  the  vaccine  to  the  other  bene- 
fits conferred  on  the  Americans.  And  may  our  physicians  continue 
to  instruct  them  to  cure  and  prevent  the  diseases  of  their  country; 
may  our  poets  soften  and  delight  them;  and  above  all,  may  our 
philosophers  improve  their  dispositions,  and  perhaps,  in  a  future 
age,  their  animosity  will  cease,  and  there  will  spring  up  in  that 
country  some  filial  gratitude!"* 


*  C.  12, 
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All  this  objurgation  in  a  history  of  the  vaccine!  The 
'ibsurdity  and  malice  of  deviating  into  such  topics  on 
such  an  occasion,  would  be  manifest,  though  the  princi- 
pal accusation  should  be  acknowledged  to  be  sustainable. 
But  what  are  we  to  think  of  the  member  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons,  when  we  reflect  that  it  is  unjust; 
that  he  must  have  known  it  to  be  so;  and  that  it  may  be 
retorted  upon  England  with  tenfold  force?  There,  had 
the  vaccine  to  struggle  with  a  longer  and  more  violent  op- 
position, than  in  any  other  of  the  countries  into  which  it 
has  been  introduced.  No  heavier  disgrace  was  ever 
brought  upon  the  medical  faculty,  or  the  human  mind  in 
civilized  life,  than  by  the  prejudices  with  which  it  was 
encountered  among  a  part  of  the  British  population,  and 
the  pamphlets  sent  forth  against  it  from  the  British  press, 
in  the  names  of  London  physicians  eminent  in  their  pro- 
fession. The  opposition  to  it  amounted  to  phrenzy,  even 
in  such  quarters;  and  in  the  protracted  controversy,  the 
foulest  scurrility  was  mixed  with  the  wildest  raving.  I 
need  but  mention  Dr.  Moseley's  Essay  on  the  Lues  Bo- 
villa,  and  the  publications  of  Doctors  Rowley,  Squirril, 
Birch,  Lipscomb,  &c. 

In  the  very  book  of  the  director,  we  have  all  the  evi- 
dence we  could  desire  against  Great  Britain  on  this 
head;  and  in  the  voluminous  pubhcation  of  Dr.  Ring,* 
still  more.  I  refer  to  this  work  particularly,  because 
it  was  well  known  to  our  faithful  historian,  who  read 
in  it  tlie  reverse  of  what  he  has  alleged  against  Ame- 
rica. Dr.  Waterhouse  of  Boston,  acknowledges,  in- 
deed, in  one  of  his  essays,  which  Dr.  Ring  has  quoted, 
that  some  iucreduHty  was  displayed,  and  some  ridi- 
cule indulged,  in  New  England,  at  the  first  annunciation 
of  the  discovery:  but  Dr.  Ring  furnishes  the  testimony  of 
the  same  physician,  and  others  of  the  faculty  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  show  with  what  rapidity  it  conciHated  even 


*  Treatise  on  the  Cow-Pox,  containing  the  history  of  Vaccine  Inoculation,  by- 
John  Pinj--,  Member  of  the  Roval  College  of  Surgeons  in  London.    Part  2d, 

1803. 
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the  warmest  zeal  in  its  favour,  and  was  carried  into 
general  operation.  One  of  Dr.  Waterhouse's  statements  to 
him,  of  1801,  says — "The  arguments  thrown  mit  in 
England  against  this  noble  discovery  and  its  application, 
are  detailed  here  (in  Boston,)  but  a  great  majority  believe 
and  will  be  saved."  Ring  writes  thus  himself — ''Some 
unlucky  cases,  it  seems,  have  damped  the  ardour  of  a 
people  (the  Americans,)  who  received  the  new  inocula- 
tion with  a  candour,  a  liberality,  and  even  generosity 
much  to  their  credit."  He  recites  the  cases  and  adds, 
"  This  was  enough  to  damp  the  ardour  of  any  nation." 
A  few  pages  onward,  he  mentions  its  signal  progress 
throughout  the  United  States;  compliments  the  American 
government  for  communicating  it  so  promptly  to  the  In- 
dian tribes;  and  subjoins  the  following  remarks:  "In 
England  the  public  opinion  is,  at  the  time  of  my  writing 
this  ( 1 803 ,  Jive  years  after  Jenner^s  promulgation  of  the 
discovery!)  rather  wavering.  Falsehoods  propagated  by 
the  most  base  and  despicable  characters,  have  been  too 
successsful."^ 

It  occurred  to  me  to  place  the  extract  from  surgeon 
Moore's  work,  under  the  eye  of  Dr.  Redman  Coxe,  the 
present  learned  professor  of  Materia  Medica  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania;  so  honourably  and  deservedly  men- 
tioned in  Dr.  Ring^s  Treatise  as  the  physician  to  whom 
Pennsylvania  is  primarily  indebted  for  the  benefit  of  vac- 
cination. Dr.  Coxe  has  had  the  goodness  to  put  into  my 
hands  a  small  paper  of  notes,  which  I  copy  as  decisive 
testimony  on  the  subject,  since  his  knowledge  of  the  pro- 
gress and  establishment  of  the  discovery  in  the  United 
States,  is  more  direct  and  minute,  than  that  of  any  other 
person. 

"  I  am  confident  I  am  correct  in  asserting,  that  no  novelty  of 
equal  importance  to  mankind,  was  ever  received  in  any  country, 
with  more  rapidity— more  unanimity,  or  more  extensively.  It  is 
true,  the  same  cautious  spirit  which  ought  invariably  to  govern  us 
in  concerns  of  this  nature,  led  many  medical  men  (not  to  oppose 


•  P.  760.  The  controversy  raged  with  unabated  violence  as  late  as  1806—' 
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♦Ts  progress,  but)  merely  to  await  the  result  of  experiments,  in  or- 
der to  determine  their  judgments.  What  opposition  has  this  Jen- 
nerian  blessing  ever  met  with  in  this  country,  that  equals  even  a 
tenth  part  of  that  which  it  received  in  Great  Britain?  Let  Mr.  Ring's 
elaborate  production  on  the  subject  of  vaccination  clear  us  from  the 
reproach  thrown  on  us. — In  that  work,  his  pen  has  unfolded  the 
opposition  it  encountered  from  almost  every  quarter  of  the  United 
Kingdoms  of  Great  Britain;  an  opposition,  th«  effects  of  which  have 
scarcely  yet  subsided  there;  whilst  here,  for  many  years,  even  a 
whisper  against  it  has  not  been  raised. — Were  it  necessary,  I  could 
give  you  perhaps  one  hundred  letters  from  medical  men  in  all  parts 
of  America,  received  within  twelve  months  after  I  had  introduced 
it  here,  earnestly  applying  for  the  infection,  and  requesting  infor- 
mation respecting  the  disease.  I  saw,  in  fact,  nothing  like  opposi- 
tion;— I  read  of  none  in  our  medical  journals.  An  uniform  desire 
was  every  where  evinced  to  spread  the  benefit  as  speedily  as  possi- 
ble. A  few  miserable  quacks  alone,  who  depended  on  the  small- 
pox for  their  daily  bread,  protested  against  it — and  even  of  those, 
the  greater  part  soon  were  obliged  to  yield  to  the  popular  opinion 
in  its  favour. 

"  Such  are  the  facts  which  stifle  the  inconsiderate  assertion  of 
Mr.  Moore — I  need  scarcely  add  to  the  number;  which  if  neces- 
sary, I  could  easily  do.  The  disease  had  fully  established  its  repu- 
tation in  America  within  two  years  from  its  first  introduction  here; 
and  long  before  its  claims  were  admitted  freely  in  Great  Britain." 

There  are  some  points  at  least,  as  to  which  "  the  free- 
dom that  reigns  in  the  United  States  of  America,^^  would 
not  seem  to  be  inconjpatible  with  lumnimity.  If  the  whole 
population  of  those  states  were  canvassed,  perhaps  not 
one  individual  would  be  found  disaftected  to  the  form  and 
constitution  of  their  government.  The  number  malecon- 
tent  with  the  system  of  administration,  or  distrustful  of 
the  ability  and  integrity  of  the  present  executive  councils, 
is  certainly  so  small  as  to  disappear  on  a  glance  at  the 
mass  of  citizens  in  the  opposite  temper  of  mind.  Firmis- 

SIMUM  IMPERIUM  QUO  OBEDIENTES  GAUDENT. 

How  far  has  the  freedom  which  reigns  in  Great  Bri- 
tain proved  effectual  to  create  unanimity  as  to  her  political 
institutions,  and  the  composition  and  course  of  her  national 
councils?  Is  not  the  monarchy  itself  odious  to  a  multi- 
tude of  her  subjects.^  The  mechanism  of  her  legislature 
and  cabinet,  and  the  system  of  adnunistration  are  matters 
of  disgust  and  outciy  through  every  rank  and  class  of  her 
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inhabitants.  From  the  highest  quarters  we  are  informed^ 
and,  indeed,  the  fact  cannot  fail  to  be  perceived,  even  at  a , 
distance,  that  the  great  majority  of  the  British  people  - 
have  not  the  least  confidence  in  the  patriotism  and  disin- 
terestedness of  any  of  the  parties  in  Parliament,  or  of  the 
men  in  place;  all  are  believed  to  aim  only  at  the  possession 
of  power  and  patronage.  Among  the  lower  orders,  sedi- 
tion is  declared  to  have  a  permanent  abode,  and  to  prowl 
without  intermission.  "  There  prevails,"'  said  Mr.  Lamb, 
in  the  House  of  Commons  (March  11,  1818,)  "though 
to  what  extent  I  will  not  pretend  accurately  to  define,  in 
all  the  manufacturing  districts,  a  spirit  always  active,  inve- 
terate, and  implacable:  not  exasperated  by  suffering;  not 
soothed  by  prosperity;  not  allayed  by  time;  a  spirit  ever 
laying  in  wait,  and  in  ambusii,  to  take  advantage  of  the 
disasters  of  the  country.^" 

We  see  fully  verified  at  this  moment,  the  creed  of  this 
member  of  ParHament,  a  whig  leader:  the  habitual  leven 
of  insurrection  only  becomes  the  more  active  and  expan- 
sive, as  the  rate  of  wages  or  the  supply  -of  food  declines. 
It  places  the  British  government,  in  the  season  of  ferment, 
as  at  present,  under  the  horrible  necessity  of  shedding, 
with  the  apparatus  of  war,  the  blood  of  the  guiltless,  per- 
haps loyal  peasant,  whom  the  want  of  occupation  draws  to 
the  convention  of  starving  manufacturers,  and  hairbrain- 
ed,  or  counterfeit  demagogues.*  It  leads — I  will  not  say 
obliges — that  government,  to  resort  to  one  of  the  most 
hateful  of  the  devices  of  timorous  despotism — the  employ- 
ment of  spies  and  informers,  who  cannot  execute  their 
office,  without,  to  a  certain  degree,  studiously  exasperating 
the  discontents,  and  encouraging  the  delusions,  against 
which  it  is  the  alleged  object  of  their  mission  to  guard. 
It  does  more:  it  throws  the  constitution  off*  its  poise;  it 
creates  a  potential  dictatorship  in  the  ministry,  who  either 
do  feel,  or  profess  to  feel  themselves  bound  to  consult  the 


*  See  the  history  of  the  Mancliester  meeting,  of  August  16th,  at  which 
women  and  girls  were  cut  and  trampled  down  by  corps  of  dragoons,  and  left 
mangled  and  weltering,  to  be  conveyed  in  carts  to  the  hospitals 
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tranquillity  of  the  state,  or  of  particular  parts  of  the  king- 
dom, at  the  expense  of  the  estabhslied  forms  and  rules  of 
law;  counting  upon  what  they  are  always  sure  to  procure, 
indemnity  by  vote  of  Parhament.— What  is  there  in  the 
American  repubhc  comparable  to  this  state  of  things? 

This  want  of  imanimity,  this  propensity  to  rebelUous 
violence,  among  the  lower  orders,  has  placed  the  British 
rulers  under  another  embarrassment,  the  most  awful  that 
can  be  imagined,  and  far  outweighing  any  evil  in  our  si- 
tuation, reahzed  or  threatened  by  our  negro  slavery. 

According  to  the  best  authorities,  the  system  of  tlie 
poor  rates  in  England,  is  proceeding  to  take  the  whole 
produce  of  the  land  from  the  owner,  with  very  httle  bene- 
fit to  the  poor.  It  already  "  amounts,  with  the  land  tax 
and  tythes,  in  many  parishes,  to  a  disherison  of  the  pro- 
perty of  the  landholder. It  "  falls  exclusively  on  lands 
and  houses,  the  dividends  (exceeding  twenty-seven  millions 
sterling)  upon  the  unredeemed  national  debt,  of  eight 
liundred  millions  sterhng,  being  wholly  exempff  Its 
operation  is  most  oppressively  partial,  independently  of 
this  last  circumstance,  so  unjust  and  invidious.  It  forms 
a  tax  thus  characterized,  which,  according  to  some,  must 
amount  for  the  year  1818,  to  ten  milhons  sterling,!  per- 
haps to  twelve;  and  this  product  is  chiefly  consumed  in 
rearing  the  offspring  of  improvidence  and  vice.  It  is  fast 
multiplying  the  already  immense  number  of  paupers,  and 
widening  the  acknowledged  degeneracy  of  the  labouring 
classes.§  It  exhibits,  in  short,  to  use  the  language  of 
Colquhoun,  one-ninth  jmrt  of  a  numerous  nation  existing 
as  paupers,  vagabonds,  idlers,  and  criminal  offenders,  at 
the  expense  of  one-third  of  the  remaining  population/' \\ 
In  the  year  1812,  the  number  of  paupers  who  received 
parish  relief,  besides  vagrants,  was  1,208,1:25,  out  of  a  po- 


*  Report  on  the  Poor  Laws,  from  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
1817.  Appendix. 

f  Observations  on  the  Poor  Laws.    By  J.  Lord  Sheffield.    T4)ndon,  1818. 
:^  Lord  Sheffield. 

§  See  Note  X.  at  the  end  of  this  volume. 
!|  Treatise  on  Indigence.  P. 
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pulation  of  10,653,000  *  The  proportion  of  really  im- 
potent paupers  in  the  number  just  stated,  was  but  one- 
seventh,  according  to  the  ratio  officially  returned  for  1804. 
*^It  will  be  found,  on  investigation,''  says  Colquhoun, 
that,  of  a  miUion  and  a  half  of  paupers  with  their  families, 
now  living  chiefly  on  the  labour  of  others,  considerably 
more  than  half  a  million  are  in  the  vigour  of  life,  and 
whose  labour,  if  well  directed,  ought  to  produce  at  least 
ten  milhons  sterling  beyond  their  present  earnings;  which 
sum  is  totally  lost  to  the  community,  in  addition  to  what 
is  expended  in  affording  them  a  feeble  and  scanty  subsist- 
ence.^'t  Since  the  termination  of  the  last  war,  this 
wretched  and  noxious  class  of  persons  has  been  progres- 
sively increasing  in  number,  and  deteriorating  in  charac- 
ter. 

The  only  true  remedy  for  this  manifold,  portentous 
evil,  is  the  abolition  or  great  reduction  of  the  poor  rates. 
But  the  government,  though  it  has  before  it  the  alterna- 
tive of  ultimate  ruin  to  the  country,  dares  not  go  beyond 
palliatives.J    Near  a  milhon  of  sturdy  beggars  could  not 


*  Clarkson's  Enquiry  on  Pauperism.    London,  1816. 

f  Treatise  on  the  Wealth,  Power,  and  Resources  of  the  British  Empire. 
London,  1814. 

t  The  late  act  of  Parliament,  (59  G.  HI.  1819,)  "  to  amend  the  laws  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor,"  aims  only  at  mitigating-,  not  eradicating,  the  evil.  Very 
little  confidence  seemed  to  be  entertained  by  Parliament,  in  its  efficacy  for  any 
purpose.  Mr.  S.  Bourne,  the  member  most  active  on  this  question,  had  unsuc- 
cessfully proposed  a  bill,  respecting  the  failure  of  wiiich  1  find  the  following 
remarkable  observations  in  Bell's  Weekly  Messenger  of  irth  May,  1819. 

"The  two  great  interests  of  the  country,  the  agricultural  and  the  manufac- 
turing interests,  are  here  in  direct  conflict.  The  complaint  of  the  landed  in- 
terest is,  that  they  have  to  pay  the  poor-rates  for  the  manuf  acturing  labourers  ; 
That  the  manufacturers  not  only  employ  and  wear  out  the  men,  but,  as  it  were, 
produce  and  call  into  existence  a  mendicant  population  ;  and,  after  they  have 
had  the  best  days  of  the  labourer,  and  encouraged  him  to  marry  and  rear  a 
large  family,  they  return  him  unto  the  parish  from  whence  they  first  took  him. 

"The  object  of  this  bill  was,  that  all  who  resided  three  years  in  any  parisli, 
should  be  settled  in  such  parish,  or,  in  other  words,  (for  such  was  its  purpose  as 
well  as  its  eflect,)  that  the  manufacturing  towns  and  districts  should  support 
their  own  old  and  sick  poor.  Accordingly,  all  the  manufacturing  districts  have- 
to  a  man,  united  in  opposition  against  it,  and,  by  a  private  address  to  every 
member  of  parliament  singly,  have  actually  succeeded  in  throwing  it  out,  and 
this  in  a  House  of  Commons,  the  majority  of  which  is  necessarily  of  the  landed 
interest.  We  must  confess  that  this  issue  of  the  bill  has  very  much  surprised 
us,  and,  we  believe,  neither  Mr.  Bourne  himself,  nor  any  of  the  committee, 
expected  this  event.   The  bill,  however,  is  lost  for  the  present  session," 
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be  starved  with  impunity;  they  would  be  provoked  by  ab- 
solute deprivation  to  persevering  violence;  such  a  nucleus 
for  riot  and  rebellion,  is  not  to  be  set  in  motion,  to  gather 
actively  what  no  array  of  the  military  might  be  sufficient 
to  crush,  without  extensive  desolation.  Colonization  is 
now  attempted  as  a  means  of  relief;  and  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  is  chosen  as  the  theati'e,  in  order  that  a  dou- 
ble purpose  may  be  answered:  but  this  expedient,  if  any 
number  of  the  vampyres  can  be  drawn  off,  will  be  like 
tapping  for  a  radical  dropsy.  The  poor  rates  will  conti- 
nue, with  the  taxes*  and  the  tythes,  genei^ating  pauper- 


*  *•  It  was  acknowledged,"  said  Lord  Ebrington,  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
(April  28th,  1819,)  *'  that  a  labourer,  w  hose  income  did  not  exceed  18/,  a  year, 
paid  27s.  a  year  duly  on  the  salt  he  cousumed."  Dr.  Phillimore,  in  the  course 
»>f  his  speech  of  the  same  dale,  respecting  the  salt  duties,  made  this  statement. 
"  The  bushel  of  salt  is  taxed  at  forty  times  its  value,  and  the  tax  falls  upon  all 
the  necessaries  of  the  poor.  No  tax  operates  more  on  their  morals  ;  and  it  had 
been  found,  that  wherever  it  prevailed,  it  was  the  sure  forerunner  of  crime. 
It  was  distinctly  stated  in  an  address  of  the  grand  jury  for  the  county  of  Ches- 
ter, that  the  profit  derived  from  selling  untaxed  salt  was  so  great,  and  operated 
so  powerfully,  as  to  taint  the  morals  of  that  pari  of  the  community.  The  evi- 
dence before  the  committee,  derived  from  various  sources,  all  tended  to  esta- 
blish the  same  conclusion.  The  temptation  to  steal,  and  conceal  what  was 
stolen,  was  such  as  to  cause  the  practice  too  generally  to  prevail." 

The  following  quotations  from  the  debates  of  Parliament  will  illustrate  the 
operation  of  another  single  tax,  upon  the  lower  orders. 

"Mr.  Grattan  said,  as  to  the  dangerous  prevalence  of  the  fever  in  Ireland 
being  in  part  attributable  to  the  confined  air  of  the  abodes  of  the  poor,  there 
could  be  no  stronger  proof  tlian  tlie  relaxation  granted  by  government,  enabhng^ 
the  parties  deprived  of  adequate  ventillation,  to  open  their  windows  without 
being  liable  to  tlie  window  tax." 

"  If  a  single  individual,"  said  the  Marquis  of  Downshire  (House  of  Lords, 
March,  1819,)  "lived  in  a  house,  it  became  liable  to  the  window  tax ;  and  owners 
therefore,  in  Ireland,  crcwded  great  numbers  into  one,  and  shut  up  others,  to 
avoid  paying  the  taxes." 

"  Sir  John  Newport  said,  (May  13th,  1818,)  he  wished  to  inform  the  house, 
that  in  comparing  the  accounts  of  1814  and  1318,  it  was  found  that  no  less  thaa 
one-tenth  of  the  windows  of  tlie  kingdom  of  Ireland,  within  that  period,  had 
been  closed  up  to  avoid  the  tax,  and  he  should  appeal  to  the  house  whether  such 
a  circumstance  was  not  calculated  to  have  a  most  injurious  effect,  particularly 
on  the  poorer  classes,  by  depriving  them  of  air  and  light.  Taxation  in  Ireland 
had,  within  a  short  period,  increased  with  a  rapidity  which  was  grievously  felt.'* 

"Mr.  Kobert  Shaw  asked,  (April  21st,  1818,)  are  gentlernen''aware,  that  un- 
der the  present  act  (for  taxing  windows,)  the  collectors  can  demand  an  entrance 
into  every  room  in  every  house  in  Ireland,  from  eight  in  the  morning  until  sun- 
set, and  insist  upon  admission,  under  apenaltv  of  20/.? 

"  Mr.  Shaw  stated,  (May  6th,  1819,)  that' in  the  part  of  Dublin  called  the 
liberties,  the  houses  were  large  enough  to  be  subject  to  the  window  tax,  and 
were  inhabited  by  the  poor  and  miserable.  The  government  had  felt  that  so 
deeply,  that  it  had  announced,  that  wherever  windows  had  been  opened  to  faci- 
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ism;  and,  above  all,  the  exorbitant  system  of  manufactures, 
which  perpetually  throws  back  upon  the  agricultural  dis- 
tricts, as  mendicants  and  desperadoes,  those  labourers 
whom  it  received  from  them  originally,  in  that  happier 
condition  of  body  and  mind,  which  is  the  regular  effect 
of  agricultural  life.  It  is  this  operation,  resulting  from 
the  English  law  of  settlement  as  to  paupers,  along  with 
other  adventitious  causes,*  which  makes  the  returns  of 
mendicity  and  criminality  from  some  of  the  agricultural 
counties  of  England,  larger  than  those  from  the  manufac- 
turing districts,  and  thus  libels,  as  it  were,  that  state  and 
occupation  most  favourable  to  the  moral  and  physical 
welfare  of  our  species. 

To  revert  to  Surgeon  Moore.  His  suggestion  about 
Jilial  gratitude  will  be  found  fully  answered  in  the  body 
of  this  volume,  as  well  as  the  chiding  remark  of  the 
Q,uarterly  Review,  in  the  article  on  Fearon^s  Travels — 
that  "the  American  colonists  grew  up  in  prosperity, 
maintained  and  fostered  by  a  liberal  parent,  who  saw,  with 
heartfelt  satisfaction,  her  offspring  increase  in  strength 
and  stature,  and  advance  with  firm  and  rapid  steps  to- 
wards maturity.'^  I  rely  upon  the  facts  and  statements 
which  I  adduce  in  my  first  sections,  as  sufficient  to  dis- 
pel this  hallucination  of  the  reviewers. 

The  other  topic  upon  which  the  surgeon  has  touched, 
— the  animosity  of  the  Americans  against  Great  Britain, 
which  her  philosophers  are  to  correct,  in  lapse  of  time,  by 
improving  our  dispositions,  is  a  favourite  one  with  the 
travellers  and  reviewers,  and  is  treated  by  them  with  the 
more  emphasis,  because  it  serves  to  promote  their  main 


lifate  the  circulation  of  air  and  prevent  infection,  the  tax  would  be  remitted.  It 
would  no  doubt  be  urged  that  btit  few  had  availed  themselves  of  this  offer;  but 
that  was  because  they  had  unfortunately  too  little  confidence  in  the  veracity  of 
g^overnment.  They  did  not  possess  besides  the  means  of  opening-  those  windows. 
T\\\s  was  proved  by  the  report  of  Dr.  Parker  in  1807  and  1812,  and  confirmed 
by  the  number  of  windows  closed,  according  to  the  notices  given.  Those  no- 
tices amounted  for  the  last  three  years  to  thirty-two  thou.sand,  four  hundred  and 
twenty-four,  of  which  3,501  came  from  Dublin  alone,  and  it  might  be  inferred 
that  the  distress  was  great  which  would  thus  drive  men  to  deny  themselves  the 
light  of  Heaven  and  a  free  circulation  of  air." 

*  See  Colquhoun's  Treatise  on  Indigence,  p.  273,  4.  and  Treatise  on  the  Re- 
sources of  the  Uritish  Empire,  p.  12. 
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object  of  raising  aversion  and  distrust  in  the  breasts  of 
their  countryntien. 

On  this  score,  as  well  as  every  other,  great  injustice  is 
done  to  the  Americans.  No  small  number  of  them  are 
entided  to  consider  the  imputation  as  a  sort  of  ingratitude 
on  the  part  of  an  Englishman.  I  will  venture  to  assert 
that  in  no  nation,  foreign  to  Britain,  had  she,  until  the  se- 
cond year  of  our  last  war,  so  many  warm,  firm  friends, 
and  blind  admirers,  as  in  the  American.  A  great  party, 
the  Federalists,  forming  a  decided  majority  in  seven  or 
eight  states,  numerous  in  most  of  the  others,  and  having 
a  full  proportion  of  the  desert,  intelligence,  and  wealth  of 
the  country,  were  contradistinguished  by  their  veneration 
for  her  character,  and  the  deep,  affectionate  interest  which 
they  took  in  her  pi'osperity.  They  exulted  in  her  successes 
over  France,  even  at  the  time  when  she  was  waging  war 
upon  their  own  firesides.  This  was  not  merely  because 
they  detested  and  dreaded  the  ascendancy  of  the  French 
military  despotism,  but  because  much  of  the  old  positive 
kindness  and  reverence  towards  her  remained.  She  might 
have  revived  it  entirely  by  a  course  of  generosity  and 
justice;  by  teaching  her  philosophers  to  attempt  the  "im- 
provement of  our  dispositions,'"  and  her  politicians  to 
regulate  their  language  and  conduct,  upon  a  diiTerent  sys- 
tem from  that  which  they  have  pursued. 

Habitual  ejaculations  of  contempt  and  ill-nature,  join- 
ed to  a  new  stale  of  things,  have  a  sure  tendency  to 
produce  total  alienation.  The  new  state  of  things  to 
which  1  allude,  consists  in  the  prostration  of  the  Gorgon  in 
France,  by  which  so  many  of  us  were  petrified;  the  con- 
sequent restoration  of  our  powers  of  vision  and  reflection, 
in  regard  to  its  colossal  antagonist;  and  the  remission  of 
those  intestine  heats  which,  having  their  origin,  in  part, 
in  an  inordinate  preference  of  the  cause  of  one  or  the 
other  European  belligerent,  conduced  in  turn  to  aggra- 
vate that  preference.  The  Jlnglo-mama  has,  I  believe, 
almost  universally  subsided;  but,  notwithstanding  the  stu- 
died contumelies  and  injuries  to  which  no  American  can 
be  insensible,  it  has  not  yet  been  replaced  in  the  same 


Vol.  J.—G* 


I 


PREFACE. 


breasts  by  sentiments  of  hostility.  We  lament  that  peril- 
ous crisis  at  which  England  has  arrived;  when,  with  a 
crushing  apparatus  of  government^  a  most  distorted  and 
distempered  state  of  society^  no  reform  can  be  admitted, 
lest  it  should  run,  by  its  own  momentum,  to  extremes,  and 
produce  general  confusion;  when  her  statesmen,  over- 
powered by  the  very  aspect  of  so  much  morbidness  and 
obliquity,  are  compelled  to  exclaim,  N'ec  vitia,  nec  reme- 
dia  pati  possumus.  We  cherish  and  esteem  the  English 
individuals  whom  we  possess,  and,  without  coveting  the 
presence  of  more,  we  are  ready  to  entertain  the  same 
feelings,  to  practise  all  the  charities,  towards  those  who 
may  come  among  us  at  any  time,  provided  it  be  not  for 
the  purpose  of  holding  us  up  to  the  scorn  and  derision  of 
the  world. 
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"  Let  us  read,  and  recollect,  and  impress  upon  our  souls,  the  views  and 
ends  of  our  own  more  immediate  fovetathers,  in  exchanging  their  native 
country  for  a  dreary,  inhospitable  wilderness.  Let  us  examine  into  the 
nature  of  that  power,  and  the  cruelty  of  that  oppression,  whicli  drove 
them  from  their  homes.  Recollect  their  amazing  fortitude,  their  bitter 
sufferings!  the  hunger,  the  nakedness,  the  cold,  which  they  patiently 
endured  !  the  severe  labours  of  clearing  their  grounds,  building  their 
houses,  raising  their  provisions,  amidst  dangers  from  wild  beasts  and 
savage  men,  before  they  had  time,  or  money,  or  materials  for  commerce  ! 
Recollect  the  civil  and  religious  principles,  and  hopes,  and  expectations, 
which  constantly  supported  and  carried  them  through  all  hardships, 
with  patience  and  resignation!" 

Essay  on  the  Canon  and  Feudal  LatVy  by  John  Adams,  Esq.  17&S. 

"  If  we  do  not,  my  lords,  get  the  better  of  America,  America  will 
get  the  better  of  us.  We  do  not  fear,  at  present,  that  they  will  attack 
us  at  home ;  but  consider,  on  the  other  hand,  what  will  be  the  fate  of 
the  sugar  islands,  what  will  be  the  fate  of  our  trade  to  that  country. 
Tliat,  my  lords,  is  a  most  valuable,  important  consideration ;  it  is  the 
best  feather  in  our  wing.  The  people  of  America  are  preparing  to 
raise  a  navy;  they  have  begun  in  part;  trade  will  beget  opulence,  and 
by  that  means  they  will  be  enabled  to  hire  ships  from  foreign  powers." 

Lord  Mansjieldy  House  of  Lords,  1775. 

"  It  hurts  me  to  hear  a  proposition  urged  in  this  house,  so  destruc- 
tive to  the  welfare  of  Britain,  as  American  independence.  Would  not 
the  inrlependency  of  America  be  the  eve  of  their  advancement  into  a 
^flourishing  naval  poTvei'?  Their  situation  commanding  a  species  of  supe- 
riority over  all  the  earth,  they  would  soon  rival  Europe  in  arts,  as  well 
as  grandeur,  and  their  power  in  particular  would  rear  itself  on  the 
decay  of  ours.  Are  we,  then,  so  lost  to  all  the  feelings  of  patriotism, 
that,  with  a  wanton  hand,  we  should  lay  the  foundation  stone  of  a  block- 
ade against  our  own  existence  i"* 

Mr.  Pulteney,  House  of  Commons,  1777. 

"We  have  heard,  indeed,  the  prosperity  of  America  declared,  by 
Lord  Sidmouth,  when  he  was  minister  of  state,  to  be  an  awful  warning 
to  Great  Britain,  never  hereafter  to  colonize  a  new  country.  Merciful 
Heaven !  that  the  brethren  of  our  ancestors  should  have  founded  a 
mighty  empire,  indefinite  in  its  increase — an  empire,  which  retains,  and 
is  spreading,  all  that  constitutes  "country"  in  a  wise  man's  feelings, 
viz.  the  same  laws,  the  same  customs,  the  same  religion,  and,  above  all, 
the  same  language;  that,  in  short,  to  have  been  the  mother  of  a  pros- 
perous empire,  is  to  be  a  ivarning  to  Great  Britain  !  And  whence  this 
dread  ?  Because,  forsooth,  our  eldest  born,  when  of  age,  had  set  up 
for  himself;  ajid  not  only  preserving,  but,  in  an  almost  incalculable 
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proportion,  increasing  the  advantages  of  former  reciprocal  intercourse, 
had  saved  us  the  expense  and  anxiety  of  defending,  and  tl»e  embarrass- 
ment of  governing  a  country  three  thousand  miles  distant !  That  this 
separation  was  at  length  effected  by  violence,  and  tiie  hon  ors  of  a  civil 
war,  is  to  be  attributed  solely  to  the  ignorance  and  corruption  of  the 
many,  and  the  perilous  bigotry  of  a  few." — JVo.  24,  Edinbitrgh  Review. 

"  Let  our  jealousy  burn  as  it  may ;  let  our  intolerance  of  America  be 
as  unreasonably  violent  as  we  please  ;  still,  it  is  plain  that  she  is  a  power, 
in  spite  of  us,  rapidly  rising  to  supremacy;  or,  at  least,  that  each  year 
so  mightily  augments  her  strength,  as  to  overtake,  by  a  most  sensible 
distance,  even  the  most  formidable  of  her  competitors." 

JVb.  49,  Edinburgh  Reviexv. 

**In  one  of  my  late  rambles,  I  accidentally  fell  into  the  comjiany  of 
half  a  dozen  gentlemen,  who  were  engaged  in  a  warm  dispute  about 
some  political  affair;  which  naturally  drew  me  in  for  a  share  of  the  con- 
versation. 

"Amongst  a  multiplicity  of  other  topics,  we  took  occasion  to  talk  of 
the  different  characters  of  tlie  several  natioiiS  of  Europe  ;  when  one  of 
the  gentlemen,  cocking  his  hat,  and  assuming  such  an  air  of  importance 
as  if  he  had  possessed  all  the  merit  of  the  English  nation  ,in  his  own 
person,  declared  that  the  Dutch  were  a  parcel  of  avaricious  wretches; 
the  French  a  set  of  flattering  sycophants;  that  the  Germans  were 
drunken  sots,  and  beastly  gluttons ;  and  the  Spaniards  proud,  haughty, 
and  surly  tyrants;  but  that,  in  bravery,  generosity,  clemency,  and  in 
ever>  other  virtue,  the  English  excelled  all  the  rest  of  the  world. 

*•  This  very  learned  and  judicious  remark  was  received  with  a  general 
smile  of  approbation  by  all  the  company — all,  I  mean,  but  your  humble 
servant."  Goldsmith's  Essays — Essay  XI. 
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OF  THE  POLITICAL  AND  MERCANTILE  JEALOUSY  OP  GREAT 

BRITAIN. 

"  AMERICA  is  destined  at  all  events,  to  be  a  great  and  SECT.  J- 
"  powerful  nation.    In  less  than  a  century,  she  must  have  a 
"  population  of  at  least  seventy  or  eighty  millions.  War  can- 

not  prevent,  and  it  appears  from  experience,  can  scarcely 
"  retard,  this  natural  multiplication.  All  these  people  will 
"  speak  English;  and,  according  to  the  most  probable  conjeo- 
"  ture,  will  live  under  free  governments,  whether  republican 
"  or  monarchical,  and  will  be  industrious,  well  educated,  and 
"  civilized.  Within  no  A^ery  great  distance  of  time,  there- 
"  fore, — within  a  period  to  which  those  who  are  now  en- 
*'  tering  life  may  easily  survive, — America  will  be  one  of 

the  most  powerful  and  important  nations  of  the  earth  ; 
*'  and  her  friendship  and  commerce  will  be  more  valued, 

in  all  probability,  than  that  of  any  European  state." 
Such  were  the  speculations  of  the  Edinburgh  Review,  in 
the  year  1814.  In  looking  forward  to  what  this  journal 
predicts, — to  the  supremacy  in  power  and  character  which  the 
North  Americans  are  destined  to  reach, — there  is  something 
not  only  curious,  but  instructive,  in  the  fact,  that  they  hav« 
been  and  are  more  contemned  and  defamed  than  any  other 
people  of  whom  history  has  kept  a  record.  Compared  with 
our  fate  in  this  respect,  that  of  Boeotia  among  the  ancients, 
severe  as  it  was  and  sufficiently  unjust,  may  be  described  as 
condign  and  lenient.  It  was  not  alone  in  their  exemption 
from  political  and  commercial  dependence,  that  the  colonies 
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PART  I.  of  Greece  may  be  said  to  have  been  more  fortunate  than  those 
of  modern  Europe.  Neither  enlightened  Greece, — nor  even 
imperious  Rome,  or  rapacious  Carthage  whose  colonial  policy- 
bore  a  nearer  resemblance  to  the  modern, — made  perpetual 
war  upon  the  reputation  of  its  emigrant  offspring.  The  parent 
state  was  sometimes  exorbitant  in  its  demands,  and  tyrannical 
in  the  exercise  of  its  superior  force  ;  but  the  colony  had  not  to 
contend  with  a  system  of  universal  detraction  ; — to  serve  as  a 
mark  for  the  arrogance,  spleen,  or  jocularity  of  orators,  poets, 
and  reviewers. 

The  wise  man  of  Europe — homo  sapiens  Europce — not 
satisfied  with  sneering  and  railing  at  these  distant  settlements, 
conspired,  at  one  time,  to  decry  nature  herself  in  her  opera- 
tions on  the  new  continent :  and  the  theories  of  Buffon,  Ray- 
nal,  and  De  Paw,  so  fashionable  and  authoritative  during  a 
certain  period,  though  now  so  entirely  exploded,  are  to  be 
cited  in  illustration  of  the  state  of  the  European  mind  towards 
the  Western  World.  The  feature  not  the  least  remark- 
able, belonging  to  this  case  is,  that  the  particular  mother- 
country  which  might  have  been  expected  to  be  most  tender  of 
the  feelings  and  character  of  her  colonies,  out  of  a  due  regard 
to  justice,  gratitude,  and  her  own  interests,  was,  at  times, 
the  most  scornful  in  her  tone,  and  the  loudest  in  the  chorus  of 
obloquy.  Great  Britain  continued  to  throw  out  sarcasms 
and  reproaches  against  her  North  American  kinsmen,  after 
the  continent  of  Europe  had  adopted  the  opposite  style,  and 
had  even  passed  into  an  enthusiastic  admiration.  We  may 
pardon  vapouring,  and  invective,  and  affected  derision,  at 
the  juncture  when  her  authority  was  directly  questioned,  and 
her  colossal  power  braved  by  the  thirteen  pigmy  communities 
of provincials  ;  and  some  allowance  is  to  be  made  for  the  play 
of  passions  strongly  excited,  during  and  immediately  after 
the  struggle,  by  which  she  lost  so  valuable  a  portion  of  her 
empire  :  But  the  same  course  has  been  pursued  without  any 
abatement  of  virulence  or  exception  of  topics,  towards  these 
Independent  United  States  ;  it  has  not  been  abandoned  after  a 
second  war,  and  after  a  developement  of  character,  resources, 
and  destinies,  which  would  seem  sufficient  to  silence  malice 
and  subdue  the  most  sturdy  prejudice.  When  the  "  planta- 
tions" had  grown  into  colonies,  England  still  thought  and 
spoke  of  them  as  the  plantations  : — since  the  colonies  have 
transformed  themselves  into  an  independent  and  powerful 
nation,  it  is  the  colonies^  with  an  imagery  to  which  increased 
jealousv  and  despite  have  added  new  and  more  hideous 
(fhimeras,  that  are  yet  seen  in  the  English  speculum. 
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We  know  that  some  of  the  states  of  antiquity  harboured  a 
mischievous  jealousy  of  the  prosperity,  spirit,  and  aims  of 
their  colonies  ;  but  it  was  only  when  the  latter  had  become 
truly  formidable  ;  had  attained  to  an  equality  of  strength,  and 
given  unequivocal  evidence  of  indifference,  estrangement,  or 
hostility.  But  among  the  modern  colonies,  the  Anglo-North 
American,  were  precisely  those  which  stood  the  farthest  from 
this  relation, — which,  in  all  stages  of  their  existence,  whether 
we  consider  their  dispositions,  or  the  general  circumstances 
of  their  condition,  presented  the  least  cause  of  distrust  or 
alarm  to  the  powerful  parent.  One  of  a  truly  magnanimous 
and  judicious  character  would  have  seen,  as  I  hope  to  prove, 
abundant  reason  for  treating  them  with  the  utmost  latitude  of 
indulgence  and  "  ceremonious  kindness."  England,  however, 
is  the  mother  country,  who,  although  perpetually  proclaiming 
the  weakness,  as  well  as  insulting  the  origin,  and  vilifying 
the  pursuits  of  her  plantations^  conceived  the  earliest  fears 
for  her  supremacy ;  who  displayed,  throughout,  the  keenest  pO' 
litical  and  mercantile  jealousy.  It  is  true,  that  the  other 
European  powers  established  and  maintained  in  their  settle- 
ments on  this  continent,  a  stricter  commercial  monopoly,  and 
more  arbitrary  systems  of  internal  administration.  It  is 
equally  true,  however,  that  England  always  sought  to  secure 
to  herself  the  carriage  of  the  produce  of  her  North  American 
colonies  ;  to  engross  their  raw  materials,  and  to  furnish  them 
with  the  articles  of  every  kind  which  they  required  from 
abroad  :  That  if,  from  the  cupidity  or  indifference  of  her  mo- 
narchs,  charters  of  a  liberal  genius  were  granted  to  the  first 
settlers — if,  from  a  like  cause,  or  national  embarrassments, 
commonwealths  thus  cast  in  the  mould  of  freedom  were  suf- 
fered to  acquire  consistency,  and  to  become  identified  as  it 
were  with  their  first  institutions — she  made  incessant  attempts 
to  destroy  those  charters,  and  substitute  a  despotic  rule.  Her 
writers  on  the  trade  and  general  politics  of  the  empire,  her 
colonial  servants,  civil  and  military,  continually  called  for  a 
more  rigorous  monopoly  and  subjection.  It  was  owing  to 
extraneous  events,  and  to  the  firmness,  vigilance,  and  dex- 
terity of  the  provinces,  that  they  remained  in  possession  of 
their  liberties.  I  scarcely  need  remark  in  addition,  that  it 
was  a  scheme  of  administration  tending  to  place  them  on  the 
level  of  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  colonies,  which  impelled 
them  to  attempt  and  achieve  their  independence. 

The  main  purpose  of  this  work  imposes  upon  me  the  task, 
of  adducing  some  portion  of  the  abundant  evidence  which 
books  afford,  in  support  of  the  general  assertions  made  above: 
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And  it  appears  to  me  not  unadvisable  on  other  grounds,  to 
'  reiiesh  the  memory  of  the  public,  with  respect  to  the*  early- 
dispositions  and  proceedings  of  Great  Britain,  towards  these 
North  American  communities.  I  will  begin  with  the  point 
to  which  I  have  first  adverted — her  political  and  mercantile 
jealousy. 


1.  This  feeling  was  coeval  with  the  foundation  of  the 
colonies.  Nothing  similar  is  to  be  traced  so  high  in  the 
colonial  history  even  of  Spain  or  Portugal.  We  have 
the  following  testimony  in  Hume's  Appendix  to  his  ac- 
count of  the  reign  of  James  I.  What  chiefly  renders 
the  reign  of  James  memorable,  is  the  commencement  of 
the  English  colonies  in  America ;  colonies  established  on 
the  noblest  footing  that  has  been  known  in  any  age  or  na- 
tion." 

"  Speculative  reasoners,  during  that  age,  raised  many  ob- 
jections to  the  planting  those  remote  colonies  ;  and  foretold, 
that,  after  draining  their  mother  country  of  inhabitants,  they 
%vould  soon  shake  off  her  yoke,  and  erect  an  independent  go- 
vernment in  America." 

In  the  excellent  article  on  the  British  colonies,  of  Postle- 
thwayt's  Universal  Dictionary  of  Trade,  there  is  a  more  par- 
ticular statement  to  the  same  effect. 

**  It  is  certain  that  from  the  very  time  Sir  Walter  Raleij^h,  the  father  of 
our  Enghsh  colonies,  and  his  associates,  first  projected  these  establisliinents, 
there  have  been  persons  who  have  found  an  interest  in  misrepresenting-  or 
lessening  the  value  of  them.  When  tlie  intention  of  improving  these  distant 
counti'ies,  and  the  advantages  that  were  hoped  for  thereby,  were  first  set 
forth,  there  were  some  who  treated  them  not  only  as  chimerical,  but  as  dan- 
gerous :  They  not  only  insinuated  the  uncertainty  of  tlie  success,  but  the  de- 
populating the  nation.  These,  and  other  objections,  flowing  either  from  a 
narrowness  of  understanding  or  of  heart,  have  been  disproved  by  experience," 
&c.  &c. 

"  The  difficulties  which  will  always  attend  such  kind  of  settlements  at  the 
beginning,  proved  a  new  cause  of  clamour;  many  malignant  suggestions 
were  made  about  sacrificing  so  many  Englishmen  to  the  obstinate  desire  of 
settling  colonies  in  countries,  which  produced  very  little  advantage.  But,  as 
these  difficulties  were  gradually  surmounted,  those  complaints  vanished.  No 
sooner  were  those  lamentations  over  than  others  arose  in  their  slead  ;  when  ^ 
it  could  no  longer  be  said  that  the  colonies  were  useless,  it  was  alleged  that 
they  were  not  useful  enough  to  their  mother  country;  that  while  we  were 
loaded  with  taxes  they  were  absolutely  free ;  that  the  planters  lived  like 
princes,  while  the  inhabitants  of  England  laboured  hard  for  a  tolerable  sub- 
sistence  This  produced  customs  and  impositions  on  plantation  commodi- 
ties," &c.  8cc. 

Within  little  more  than  a  generation  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  plantations,  the  royal  government  anxiously  began 
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those  formal  inquiries  into  their  population  and  manufactures,  SECT.  I. 
which  were  so  often  renewed  until  the  period  of  our  revolt,  ^^^'"^ 
and  of  which  the  results,  as  to  manufactures,  served  to  place 
the  jealousy  that  provoked  them  in  a  Itidicrous  and  pitiable 
light.  In  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  commissioners  were  depu- 
ted to  ascertain  the  growth  and  dispositions  of  New  England  : 
And  we  find  her  agent  in  London,  in  the  time  of  Cromwell, 
informing  one  of  his  constituents,  that,  even  then,  there  were 
not  wanting  many  in  England,  to  whom  her  privileges  were 
matter  of  envy,  and  who  eagerly  watched  every  opportunity 
of  abridging  her  political  liberties  and  faculties  of  trade. 
Besides  emissaries  of  the  description  just  mentioned,  the 
ministry  of  Charles  II.  despatched  spies  to  watch  over  the 
conduct  and  views  of  the  royal  governors  in  America.  From 
the  same  motive,  printing  presses  were  denied  to  the  planta- 
tions. W e  are  told  b)^  Chalmers,  that  "  no  printing  press  was 
allowed  in  Virginia  that  "  in  New  England  and  New  York 
there  were  assuredly  none  permitted^''  and  that  '^^  the  other 
provinces  probably  were  not  more  fortunate."^  When  An- 
dros  was  appointed  by  James  II.  captain-general  of  all  the 
northern  colonies,  he  was  instructed  to  allow  of  no  printing 
press."  In  an  official  report  of  Sir  William  Berkeley,  gover- 
nor of  Virginia,  dated  20th  June,  1671,  there  is  the  following- 
characteristic  passage  : — "  I  thank  God  we  have  no  free 
schools,  nor  any  printing ;  and  I  hope  we  shall  not  have  them 
these  hundred  years.  For  learning  has  brought  disobedience, 
and  heresy,  and  sects  into  the  world,  and  printing  has  divulg- 
ed them  and  libels  against  the  best  government :  God  keep 
us  from  both."  Accordingly,  every  effort  was  made  to  shut 
out  the  pestilent  tree  of  knowledge.  On  the  appointment  of 
Lord  Effingham  to  the  government  of  Virginia,  in  1683,  he 
was  ordered,  agreeably  to  the  prayer  of  Sir  William  Berke- 
ley, "  to  allow  no  person  to  use  a  printing  press  on  any  oc- 
casion whatever." 

The  erect  port,  and  firm  tone,  of  the  legislature  of  the  infant 
Massachusetts,  not  only  filled  the  cabinet  of  Charles  II.  with 
alarm  for  the  metropolitan  sovereignty,  but  actually  overawed 
them,  so  as  to  prevent  the  measures  of  repression  which  would 
otherwise  have  been  pursued  ;  and  to  maintain  the  province 
in  the  license  of  action  necessary  for  its  prosperity.  Curious 
and  remarkable  evidence  on  these  heads  is  extant  in  the  Me- 


*  Political  Annals  of  the  United  Colonies,  chap.  15, 
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moirs  of  EveUm,*  who  was  one  of  the  council  of  Charles  II. 
His  language  deserves  to  be  quoted. 

"The  6th  of  May,  1670,  I  went  to  council,  where  was  produced  a  most 
exact  and  ample  information  of  the  state  of  Jamaica,  and  of  the  best  expe- 
dients as  to  J\*ew  England,  on  which  there  was  a  long  debate  ;  but  at  length 
'twas  concluded  that  if  any,  it  should  be  only  a  conciliating-  paper  at  first,  or 
civil  letter,  till  we  had  better  information  of  ye  present  face  of  tilings,  siiice 
'iue  understood  tJiey  xvere  a  people  almost  vpon  the  very  brink  of  renounciyig  any 
dependence  on      cro7v?i.^' — Vol.  i.  p.  415. 

••The  first  thing  we  did  at  our  next  meeting,  was  to  settle  the.form  of  a 
circular  letter  to  the  governors  of  all  his  Majesty's  plantations  and  territo- 
ries in  the  West  Indies  and  Islands  thereof,  to  give  them  notice  to  whom 
they  should  apply  themselves  on  all  occasions,  and  to  render  us  an  accoimt 
of  their  present  state  and  government,  but  what  we  most  insisted  upon  -was,  to 
know  the  conditio7i  of  A'^eio  England,  which  appearing  to  be  very  independent  as 
to  their  regard  to  Old  England,  or  his  Majesty,  rich  and  strong  as  they  tiowwere, 
there  were  g-reat  debates  in  what  style  to  write  to  them  ;  for  the  condition 
of  that  colony  was  such,  that  they  were  able  to  contest  with  all  other  plan- 
tations about  them,  and  there  was  fear  of  their  breaking  from  all  dependence  on 
tJiis  nation.''^ — Ibid. 

"  The  matter  in  debate  in  council  on  the  3d  of  .\ugust,  16/1,  was,  whether 
w^e  should  send  a  deputy  to  New  England,  requiring  them  of  the  Massachu- 
setts, to  restore  such  to  their  limits  and  respective  possessions  as  had  peti- 
tioned the  council;  this  to  be  the  open  commission  only,  but  in  truth  with 
secret  instimctions  to  informe  the  conncil  of  the  condition  of  those  colonies,  and 
•whether  they  were  of  such  power  as  to  be  able  to  resist  his  Maty,  and  declare 
for  themselves  as  independent  of  the  crowne,  which  we  were  told,  and  vvdiich  of 
late  years  made  tliem  refraclorie.  Coll.  Middleton  being  called  in,  assur'd 
us  they  might  be  curb'd  by  a  few  of  his  Matys  first  rate  fregats,  to  spoile 
their  trade  with  the  Islands  ;  but  tho'  my  Lo  :  President  was  not  satisfied,  the 
rest  were,  and  we  did  resolve  to  advise  his  Maty  to  send  commiss'rs  with  a 
formal  commission  for  adjusting  boundaries,  Stc.  with  some  other  instruc- 
tions."—p.  417. 

"  We  deliberated  in  council,  on  the  12th  of  Janf,  1672,  on  some  fit  per- 
son to  go  as  commisser  to  inspect  their  actioyis  iji  JK'ew  England,  and  from  time 
to  time  report  how  that  people  stood  affected." — p.  423. 

When  the  real  amount  of  the  "  riches  and  strength,  and 
the  power  to  resist,"  mentioned  in  these  extracts,  is  traced 
in  the  returns  made  from  New  England  at  the  era  in  ques- 
tion, it  is  difficult  to  think  of  the  apprehensions  of  the  Brit- 
ish court,  with  any  degree  of  seriousness. 

2.  The  fisheries,  shipping,  and  foreign  West  India  trade  of 
the  colonies  had  scarcely  become  perceptible,  before  the  Brit- 
ish merchants  and  West  India  planters  caught  and  sounded 


*  A  work  of  a  very  interesting  cast  in  all  respects,  published  in  London 
in  1818,  in  2  vols,  quarto.  The  article  devoted  to  it  in  the  Quarterly  Re- 
view has,  no  doubt,  made  the  most  of  my  readers  acquainted  with  its  general 
character. 
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the  alarm.  As  soon  as  the  colonists,  in  the  progress  of  wealth  SECT.  I. 

and  population,  undertook  to  manufacture,  for  their  own  con-  v.^'v^. 

sumption,  a  few  articles  of  the  first  necessity,  such  as  hats, 

paper,  &c.  a  clamour  was  raised  by  the  manufacturers  in 

England,  and  the  power  of  the  British  government  exerted 

to  remove  the  cause  of  the  complaint.    The  Discourse  on 

Trade,  of  Sir  Josiah  Child,  a  work  published  in  1670,  but 

written  in  1665,  and  long  considered  as   of  the  highest 

authority,  expresses,  in  the  passages  which  I  am  about  to 

quote,  the  prevailing  opinions  of  the  day.    "  Certainly  it  is 

"  the  interest  of  England  to  discountenance  and  abate  the 

"  number  of  planters  at  Newfoundland,  for  if  they  should  in- 

"  crease,  it  would  in  a  few  years  happen  to  us,  in  relation  to 

"  that  country,  as  it  has  to  the  fishery  at  New  England,  which 

"  many  years  since  was  managed  by  English  ships  from  the 

"  western  ports  ;  but  as  plantations  there  increased,  it  fell  to 

*'  the  sole  employment  of  people  settled  there,  and  nothing  of 

"  that  trade  left  the  poor  old  Englishmen^  but  the  liberty  of 

"  carrying  now  and  then,  by  courtesy  or  purchase,  a  ship  load 

"  of  fish  to  Bilboa,  when  their  own  New  English  shipping  are 

"  better  employed,  or  not  at  leisure  to  do  it." 

"  New  England  is  the  most  prejudicial  plantation  to  this 
"  kingdom. — I  am  now  to  write  of  a  people,  whose  frugality, 
"  industry  and  temperance,  and  the  happiness  of  whose  laws 
"  and  institutions,  promise  to  them  long  life,  with  a  wonderful 
"  increase  of  people,  riches  and  power ;  and  although  no  men 
"  ought  to  envy  that  virtue  and  wisdom  in  others^  which  them- 
"  selves  either  can  or  will  not  practise^  but  rather  to  commend 
"  and  admire  it ;  yet  1  think  it  is  the  duty  of  every  good 
"  man  primarily  to  respect  the  welfare  of  his  native  country  ; 
"  and  therefore,  though  I  may  oflPend  some  whom  I  would 

not  willingly  displease,  I  cannot  omit  in  the  progress  of 
"  this  discourse,  to  take  notice  of  some  particulars,  wherein 
"  Old  England  suflFers  diminution  by  the  growth  of  the  colo- 
*'  nies  settled  in  New  England."*  * 

"  Of  all  the  American  plantations,  his  majesty  has  none  so 
"  apt  for  the  building  of  shipping  as  New  England,  nor  any 
"  comparably  so  qualified  for  the  breeding  of  seamen,  not  only 
"  by  reason  of  the  natural  industry  of  that  people,  but  princi- 

pally  by  reason  of  their  cod  and  mackerel  fisheries  ;  and  in 
*'  my  poor  opinion,  there  is  nothing  more  prejudicial,  and  in 
"  prospect  more  dangerous  to  any  mother  kingdom,  than  the 
"  increase  of  shipping  in  her  colonies,  plantations,  or  pro- 
"vinces,"  &c.-— Chap.  10. 

Illustrations  of  the  spirit  testified   in   these  extracts 
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PART  I.  from  Child,  may  be  collected  from  the  work  of  Joshua 
Gee,  "  On  the  Trade  and  Navigation  of  Great  Britain,"  pub- 
lished at  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  centur}^,  and  also 
held  in  great  estimation.  This  writer  proposed  plans  for 
making  the  plantation  trade  more  profitable  to  England,  by 
strengthening  the  act  of  navigation,"  but  suggested,  at  the 
same  time,  the  expediency  of  suffering  some  of  the  planta- 
tion commodities  to  be  carried  directly  to  the  straits  of  the 
Mediterranean.  He  thought  it  necessary  too,  toassignmany 
reasons  why  the  "  plantations"  neither  sought  nor  could  ac- 
quire independence.  The  following  passages  are  from  his 
thirty-first  chapter. 

"  But  before  I  proceed  to  show  the  great  advantage  those  additional  ma- 
ti  rials  would  be  to  cany  on  the  aforesaid  manufactures,  1  think  proper  to 
take  notice  of  an  objection  made  by  some  gentlemen,  which  is,  that  if  we 
encourage  the  plantations,  they  will  grow  rich,  and  set  up  for  themselves, 
and  cast  off  die  English  government." 

"  1  have  considered  those  objections  abundance  of  times,  the  oftener  I 
think  of  them,  the  less  gi'ound  I  see  for  such  doubts  and  jealousies  " 

"  It  must  be  allowed,  New  England  has  shewn  an  vncommon  stiffness.  We 
think,  however,  all  judicious  men,  when  they  come  to  examine  thoroughly 
into  their  fears,  will  see  they  are  groundless  ;  and  that  as  it  seems  impossi- 
ble for  the  other  colonies  to  joyn  in  any  such  design,  so  nothing  could  be 
more  against  their  own  interest :  For  if  New  England  should  ever  attempt 
to  be  independent  of  this  kingdom,  the  stopping  their  supplying  the  sugar 
islands,  and  coasting  and  fishing  trade,  would  drive  them  to  the  utmost  dif- 
ficulties to  subsist  as  aforesaid ;  and  of  consequence  tlie  part  they  have  in 
that  trade  would  fall  into  hands  of  other  colonies,  which  would  greatly  in- 
crease their  riches.  But  if  some  turbulent  spirited  men  should  ever  be  ca- 
pable of  raising  any  defection,  a  small  squadron  of  light  frigates  would  en- 
tirely cut  off  their  trade,  and  if  that  did  not  do,  the  government  would  be 
forced,  contrary  to  their  practice,  to  do  what  other  nations  do  of  choice,  viz. 
place  standing  forces  among  them  to  keep  them  in  order,  and  oblige  tliem 
to  raise  money  to  pay  them.  We  do  not  mention  this  with  any  apprehension 
that  ever  they  will  give  occasion,  but  to  shew  the  consequences  that  must 
naturally  follow." 

"  Some  persons  who  endeavour  to  represent  this  colony  in  the  worst  light, 
would  persuade  us  they  would  put  themselves  under  a  foreign  power,  ra- 
ther than  not  gratify  their  resentments,"  &c. 

*'  Now  as  people  have  been  filled  with  fears,  that  the  colonies,  if  en- 
couraged to  raise  rough  materials,  would  set  up  for  themselves ;  a  little  re- 
iculation  would  remove  all  those  jealousies  out  of  the  way,  as  aforesaid,'-' 
&;c. 

"  It  is  to  be  hoped  this  method  would  allay  the  heat  tliat  some  people 
have  shewn  (without  reason)  for  destroying  the  iron  works  in  the  planta- 
tions, and  pulling  down  all  their  forges;  taking  aivay  in  a  violent  manner, 
their  estates  and  properties,  preventing  the  husbandmen  from  getting  their  plongh 
shares,  carts,  or  other  uteiisils  mended destroying  the  manufacture  of  ship 
building,  by  depriving  them  of  the  liberty  ot  making  bolts,  spikes,  or  other 
things  proper  for  carrying  on  that  work ;  by  which  article,  returns  are 
made  for  purchasing  woollen  manufactures,  which  is  of  more  than  ten  times 
the  profit  that  is  brought  into  this  kingdom  by  the  exports  of  iron  manu- 
factures." '  i 
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"  The  present  age  is  so  far  unacquainted  with  the  cause  of  the  increase  of  SECT.  1. 
our  riches,  that  tliey  mtlier  interrupt  than  encourage  it,  and  instead  of  en-s,^-v"^^ 
larg-ing".  lay  hold  of  some  small  trifling  things,  which  they  think  may  touch 
their  private  interest,  rather  than  promote  the  general  good;  and  if  they  think 
any  commodity  from  the  plantations  interferes  with  something  we  have 
at  iiome,  some  hasty  step  is  taken  to  prevent  it ;  so  that  for  the  sake  of 
sa\  ing  a  penny,  we  often  deprive  ourselves  of  things  of  a  thousand  times 
the  value." 

The  report  made  in  1731,  at  the  command  of  the  British 
parliament,  by  the  Board  of  Trade  and  Plantations,  concern- 
ing the  trades  carried  on,  and  manufactures  set  up,  in  the  co- 
lonies," betrays  much  disquietude,  and  recommends  that, 
some  expedient  be  fallen  upon  to  direct  the  thoughts  of  the 
colonists  from  undertakings  of  this  kind  ;  so  much  the  rather, 
because  these  manufactures  in  process  of  time,  may  be  carried 
on  in  a  greater  degree,  unless  an  early  stop  be  put  to  their  pro- 
gress." The  report  carefully  notes  that  in  New  England  "  by 
a  paper  mill  set  up  three  years  ago,  they  make  to  the  value  of 
£200 sg.  yearly .'''^  The  measures  adopted  by  the  parliament  in 
1732  and  1733,  were  symptomatic  of  the  morbid  sensibility 
common  to  all  classes  of  politicians  as  well  as  traders.  By 
the  act  "  for  the  better  securing  and  encouraging  the  trade 
of  his  majesty's  sugar  colonies  in  America,"  the  interests 
of  New  England  were  sacrificed  to  those  of  the  sugar  plan- 
ters. 

The  petition  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence,  against  the 
sugar  colonv  bill,  occasioned  a  debate  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons in  1733,  some  parts  of  which  deserve  to  be  copied  as 
interesting  in  a  double  point  of  view. 

**  Sir  John  Barnard  moved  for  leave  to  bring  up  the  petition. — '* 
*'  Sir  Wm  Yonge  said,  I  must  take  notice  of  one  thing  which  1  have  ob- 
served in  the  petition.  They  therein  tell  us,  that  as  to  the  bill  now  depending 
before  us,  they  apprehend  it  to  be  against  their  charter  This,  I  must  say,  is 
something  very  extraordinary;  and  in  my  opinion,  looks  very  like  aiming  at 
an  independence,  and  disclaiming  the  authority  and  jurisdiction  of  this  House, 
as  if  this  House  had  not  a  power  to  tax  them,  or  to  make  any  laws  for  the 
regulating  the  affairs  of  their  colonies  ;  therefore  if  there  were  no  other  rea-» 
son  for  our  not  receiving  the  petition,  on  this  single  account  I  should  be 
against  it." 

*'  Mr.  Winnington — I  hope  the  petitioners  have  no  charter  which  debars 
this  House  from  taxing  them  as  well  as  any  other  subjects  of  this  nation.  I  am 
sure  they  can  have  no  such  charter." 

"  Sir  John  Barnard  alleged  that  the  language  of  the  petitioners  was  '  that 
they  humbly  conceive,  that  the  bill  now  depending,  if  passed  into  a  law, 
would  be  highly  prejudicial  to  their  charter.'  It  may  be  that  this  House-  has 
sometimes  refused  to  receive  petitions  from  some  parts  of  Britain,  ag:unst 
duties  to  be  laid  on  ;  but  this  can  be  no  reason  why  the  petition  1  haN-e  now  in 
my  hand  should  be  rejected.  The  people  in  every  part  of  Britain  have  a  re- 
presentative in  this  House,  who  is  to  take  care  of  their  particular  interest — and 
they  may,  by  means  of  their  representative  in  this  House,  ofler  what  reasons 
they  think  proper  ag-ainst  any  duties  to  be  laid  on.    But  the  people  who  are 

Vol.  I,  '  e 
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PART  I.  the  present  petitioners,  have  no  particular  representatives  in  this  House, 
^^^xr's^  therefore,  they  have  no  other  way  of  applying  or  offering'  their  reasons 
to  this  House,  hut  in  the  way  of  being-  heard  at  the  bar  of  the  House, 
by  their  ag-ent  here  in  Eng-land.    Therefore,  the  case  of  this  petition  is  an 
exception." 

"The  question  being-  put  for  bring-in  g  up  the  petition,  passed  in  the  nega- 
tive."— CParliaineutary  History. J 

The  trade  of  the  northern  colonies  with  the  foreign  West 
India  Islands,  would  have  been  totally  prohibited,  according 
to  the  prayer  of  the  sugar  planters,  had  not  the  parliament 
apprehended  distant  consequences,  of  a  nature  incompatible 
with  the  general  British  policy  as  to  France.*  The  spirit  of 
the  legislation  under  review,  is  strikingly  exemplified  in  the 
law  of  1732,  to  prevent  the  '  exportation  of  hats  out  of  the 
'  plantations  in  America,  and  to  restrain  the  number  of  ap- 
'  prentices  taken  by  the  hat  makers,  in  the  said  plantations, 
'  &:c.^  So  also,  in  the  act  of  1750,  prohibiting,  under  severe 
penalties,  the  erection  of  any  slitting-mill,  plating-forge,  or 
furnace  for  making  steel,  &c.  Heavy  complaints  were  made 
in  Great  Britain,  that  the  people  of  New  England  "not  satis- 
fied with  carrying  out  their  own  produce,  had  become  carriers 
for  the  other  colonies."  The  injustice  of  the  restraints  im- 
posed or  solicited,  may  be  understood  from  the  circumstance 
that  New  England  had  no  staple  to  exchange  for  the  British 
manufactures.  "  Hats,"  says  the  Account  of  the  European 
Settlements,!  "  are  made  in  New  England,  which  in  a  clan- 

destine  way,  find  a  good  vent  in  all  the  other  colonies.  The 
"  setting  up  this,  and  other  manufactures,  has  been,  in  a  great 
"  measure,  a  matter  necessary  to  them  ;  for,  as  they  have  not 
"  been  properly  encouraged  in  some  staple  commodity  by 
"which  they  might  communicate  with  their  mother  country, 

while  they  were  cut  off  from  all  other  resources,  they  must 
*'  either  have  abandoned  the  country,  or  have  found  means  of 
"  employing  their  own  skill  and  industry  to  draw  out  of  it  the 

necessaries  of  life.     The  same  necessity,  together  with 
"  their  convenience  for  building  and  manning  ships,  has 
"  made  them  the  carriers  for  the  other  colonies." 
^  New  England,  Massachusetts  particularly,  was  constantly 


*  See  Account  of  the  FAiropean  Settlements  in  America,  vol.  ii.  p.  179. 
Moreover,  according  to  the  same  authority,  "The  northern  colonies  de- 
clared, that  if  they  were  deprived  of  so  gi'eat  a  branch  of  their  trade,  it 
must  necessitate  them  to  the  establishment  of  manufactures.  For,  if  they 
were  cut  off  from  their  foreign  trade,  they  never  could  purcliase  in  Eng- 
land the  many  things  for  the  use  or  the  ornament  of  life,  which  they  have 
from  thence,  &c." 

t  Ibid,  p.  175.  A.  D.  1757. 


MERCANTILE  JEALOUSY. 


11 


arraigned  and  threatened,  for  contempt  of  the  act  of  naviga-SECT.  I. 
tion,  and  the  subsequent  regulations  of  a  like  purport,  al-s,>^>^^w 
though,  by  the  confession  of  the  board  of  trade  itself,  in  its 
reports,  nature  left  them  no  alternative  but  disobedience,  or  a 
long  and  feeble  infancy.  These  restraints, — those  relating 
to  manufactures,  at  least,  were  as  unnecessary,  as  vexatious 
and  unjust.  Our  experience  since  the  separation,  has  demon- 
strated the  extravagance  of  the  apprehensions  of  the  mother 
country,  when  referred  to  New  England  at  the  beginning  of 
the  last  century.  The  selfishness  must  have  been  extreme, 
the  jealousy  exquisite,  v/hich  generated  the  phantoms  of  an 
independent  empire  and  rival  manufactures  in  that  quarter, 
at  so  early  a  period.  The  opinions  of  Adam  Smith,  concern- 
ing the  British  legislation  generally,  in  the  case  of  the  Ame- 
rican colonies,  carry  with  them  an  authority  not  to  be  resist- 
ed, and  belong  especially  to  an  exposition,  such  as  the  one  in 
which  I  am  engaged.  I  am  the  more  strongly  tempted  to 
adventure  upon  pretty  copious  extracts  from  the  seventh 
chapter  of  his  fourth  book,  in  which  he  particularly  treats  of 
that  legislation,  since  most  of  our  domestic  historians,  inat- 
tentive to  the  cry,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  phrase,  of  the 
very  facts  which  they  relate,  talk  volubly  of  the  "  wise  and 
liberal  policy,"  of  Great  Britain.^ 

"The  policy  of  Europe  lias  very  little  to  boast  of,  either  in  the  original 
establishment,  or  so  fur  as  concerns  their  internal  government,  in  the  subse- 
quent prosperity  of  the  colonies  of  America." 

"Folly  and  injustice  seem  to  have  been  the  principles  which  presided 
over,  and  directed  the  first  project  of  establishing'  those  colonies;  the  folly 
of  hunting-  after  gold  and  silver  mines,  and  the  injustice  of  coveting  the  pos- 
session of  a  country  whose  liarmless  natives,  far  from  having  ever  injured  the 
people  of  Europe,  hud  received  the  first  adventurers  with  every  mark  of 
kindness  and  hospitality." 

"The  adventurers,  indeed,  who  formed  some  of  the  later  establishments, 
joined  to  the  chimerical  jr/oject  of  finding  gold  and  silver  mines,  other  mo- 
tives more  reasonable  and  more  laudable;  but  even  these  motives  do  very 
little  honour  to  the  policy  of  Europe." 

"  The  English  Puritans,  restrained  at  home,  fled  for  freedom  to  America; 
and  established  there  the  four  governments  of  New  England  The  English 
Catholics,  treated  icitli  much  greater  injustice,  established  that  of  Maryland ; 
the  Quakers,  that  of  Pennsylvania,  &c.  &c." 

"  The  government  of  England  contributed  scarce  any  thing  towards  ef- 
fectuating the  establishment  of  some  of  its  most  important  colonies  in  XortU 
America  '* 

"  When  those  establishments  were  effectuated,  and  had  become  so  con- 
siderable as  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  mother  country,  the  first  regula- 
tions which  she  made  with  regard  to  them  had  always  in  view  to  keep  to 
herself  the  monopoly  of  their  commerce ;  to  confine  their  market,  and  to 
enlarge  her  own  at  their  expense,  and  consequently  rather  lo  damp  and  dis- 


*  See  Ramsay — Colonial  History,  chap.  1. 


12 


POLITICAL  AND 


PART  I.  courage,  than  to  quicken  and  fortvard  the  course  of  their  prosperity.    In  the 
v.^-v^^  (liferent  ways  in  which  this  monopoly  has  been  exercised,  consists  one  of 
the  most  essential  differences  in  the  policy  of  the  different  European  nations 
with  regard  to  their  colonies.    The  best  of  them  all,  that  of  England,  is  only 
somewhat  less  illiberal  and  oppressive  than  that  of  any  of  the  rest." 

"England  purchased,  by  some  of  her  subjects  who  felt  uneasy  at  "home, 
a  great  estate  in  a  distant  countr}'.  The  price  indeed  was  very  small, 
and  instead  of  thii-ty  years  purchase,  the  ordinary  price  of  land  in  the 
present  times,  it  amounted  to  little  more  than  the  expense  of  the  dif- 
ferent equipments  which  made  the  first  discovery,  reconnoitered  the 
coast,  and  took  a  fictitious  possession  of  the  country  The  land  was  good- 
and  of  great  extent,  and  the  ctdtivators  having  plenty  of  good  ground 
to  work  upon,  and  being  for  some  time  at  liberty  to  sell  their  produce 
where  they  pleased,  became,  in  the  course  of  little  more  than  thirty  or 
forty  years^  (between  1620  and  1660)  so  numerous  and  thriving  a  people, 
that  the  shop-keepers  and  other  traders  of  England,  wished  to  secure 
to  themselves  the  monopoly  of  their  custom.  Without  pretending, 
therefore,  that  they  had  paid  any  part,  either  of  the  original  purchase 
money,  or  of  the  subsequent  expense  of  improvement,  they  petitioned  the 
I^aHiament  that  the  cultivators  of  America  might,  for  the  future,  be  con- 
fined to  their  shop  ;  first,  for  buying  all  the  goods  which  they  wanted 
from  Europe ;  and,  secondly,  for  selUng  all  such  parts  of  their  own 
produce  as  those  traders  might  find  it  convenient  to  bny,  for  they  did  not 
find  it  convenient  to  buy  every  part  of  it.  Some  parts  of  it  imported 
into  England  might  ha^  e  interfered  with  some  of  the  trades  whicli  they 
themselves  carried  on  at  home.  Those  particular  parts  of  it,  therefore, 
they  were  willing  that  the  colonists  should  sell  where  they  could ;  the 
farther  off  the  better  ,•  and,  npon  that  accotait,  proposed  that  their  market 
should  be  confined  to  the  countries  south  of  Cape  Finisterre.  A  clause 
in  the  famous  act  of  navigation  estabhshed  this  truly  shop-keeper  proposal 
into  a  law." 

"  The  maintenance  of  this  monopoly  has  hitherto  been  the  principal,  or 
more  properly,  perhaps,  the  sole  end  and  purpose  of  the  dominion  which 
Great  Britain  assumes  over  her  colonies.  It  is  the  principal  badge  of  their 
dependency,  and  it  is  the  sole  fruit  wliich  has  hitherto  been  gathered 
from  that  dependency.  Whatever  expense  Great  Britain  has  hitherto  laid 
out  in  maintaining  this  dependency,  has  really  been  laid  out  i7i  order  to  svp' 
port  this  monopoly.^' 

While  Great  Britain  encourages  in  America  the  manufactures  of  pig 
and  bar  iron,  by  exempting  them  from  duties,  to  which  the  like  commodi- 
ties are  subject,  when  imported  from  any  other  country,  she  imposes  an 
absolute  prohibition  upon  the  erection  of  steel-furnaces  and  slit-mills  in  any 
of  her  American  plantations.  She  will  not  suffer  her  C(^lonies  to  work  in 
tiiose  more  refined  manufactures  even  of  their  own  consumption;  but  insists 
upon  their  purchasing  of  her  merchants  and  manufacturers  all  goods  of  this 
kind  which  they  have  occasion  for." 

*'  vShe  prohibits  the  exportation  from  one  province  to  another  by  water, 
and  even  the  carriage  by  land  on  horseback  or  in  a  cart,  of  hats,  of  wools 
and  woollen  goods,  of  the  prodvice  of  America ;  a  regulation  which  effec- 
tually prevents  the  establishment  of  any  manufacture  of  such  commodities 
far  distant  sale,  and  confines  the  industry  of  her  colonists  in  this  way 
to  such  coarse  and  household  manufactures,  as  a  private  family  generally 
makes  for  its  own  use,  or  for  that  of  some  of  its  neighbours  in  the  same 
province.'* 

"  To  prohibit  a  great  people,  however,  from  making  all  that  they  can  of  every 
part  of  their  own  produce,  or  from  employing  their  stock  and  industry  in  the 
imy  that  they  jndge  most  advantageous  to  themselves,  is  a  manifest  violation  of  the 
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most  sacred  rights  of  mankind.  Though  they  had  not  been  prohibited  from  SECT,  L 
establishing  such  manufactures,  yet  in  their  present  state  of  improvemeii  ,  — ^ 
a  regard  to  their  own  interest  would,  probably,  have  prevented  them  from 
doing  so.  In  their  present  state  of  improvement,  those  prohibitions,  per- 
haps, without  cramping  their  industry,  or  restraining  it  from  any  employ- 
ment to  which  it  would  have  gone  of  its  own  accord,  are  only  imperti' 
nent  buclqcs  of  slavery,  imposed  upon  them,  without  any  sufficient  reason, 
by  the  gioundfess  jealousy  of  the  merchants  and  mamfacturers  of  the  mfAher 
country  " 

Of  the  greater  part  of  the  regulations  concerning  the  colony  trade,  the 
merchants  who  carry  it  on,  it  must  be  observed,  have  been  the  principal 
advis^-rs.  We  must  not  wonder,  therefore,  if,  in  the  greater  part  of  them, 
their  interest  has  been  more  considered  than  either  that  of  the  colonies  or 
that  of  the  motlier  country.  In  their  exclusive  privilege  of  supplying  the 
colonies  with  all  the  goods  which  they  wanted  from  Europe,  and  of  pur- 
chasing all  such  parts  of  their  surplus  produce  as  could  not  interfere  with 
any  of  the  trades  which  they  themselves  carried  on  at  home,  the  interest  of 
the  colonies  was  sacrificed  to  tlie  interests  of  those  merchants." 

*'  If  the  whole  surplus  produce  of  America  in  grain  of  all  sorts,  in  salt  pro- 
visions, and- in  fish,  had  been  put  into  the  enumeration,  and  thereby  forced 
into  the  market  of  Great  Britain,  it  would  have  interfered  too  much  with 
the  produce  of  the  industry  of  our  own  people.  It  was  probably  not  so 
much  from  any  regard  to  the  interest  of  America,  as  from  a  jealousy  of  this 
interference,  that  those  important  commodiiies  have  not  only  been  kept  out 
of  the  enumeration,  but  that  the  importation  into  Great  Britain  of  all  grain, 
except  rice,  and  of  all  salt  provisions,  has,  in  the  ordinary  state  of  the  law, 
been  prohibited." 

"  The  non-enumerated  commodities  could  originally  be  exported  to  all 
parts  of  the  world.  Lumber  and  rice  having  been  once  put  into  the  enu- 
meration, when  they  were  afterwards  taken  out  oi  it,  were  confined,  as  to 
the  European  market,  to  the  countries  that  lie  south  of  Cape  Finislerre. 
By  the  6th  of  George  III.  c.  51.  all  non-enumerated  commodities  were  sub- 
jected to  ♦he  like  restriction.  The  parts  of  Europe  which  lie  south  of  Cape 
Pinisterre,  are  not  manufacturing  countries,  and  we  were  less  jealous  of  the 
colony  ships  carrying  home  from  them  any  manufactures  which  could  inter- 
fere with  our  own." 

3.  As  the  plantations  advanced  in  numbers,  strength, 
wealth,  and  manufactures,  they  awakened  a  still  more  lively 
distrust,  and  jealous  vigilance  in  the  mother  country.  In 
1715,  a  bill  was  brought  into  the  House  of  Commons  to  abo- 
lish all  the  charter  governments ;  against  which  tyrannical 
project,  the  agent  of  Massachusetts,  Dummer,  published  an 
elaborate  and  masterly  pamphlet.  One  of  the  sections  of  his 
"  Defence  of  the  New  England  Charters,"  is  headed  thus, — 
"  The  objection  that  the  charter  colonies  will  grow  great  and 
formidable,  answered  — and  the  author  details  with  much 
anxiety^,  the  circumstances  which,  in  his  opinion,  established 
the  probability  of  the  rev^erse.  He  begins  his  argument  with 
stating, "  There  is  one  thing  I  have  heard  often  urged  against 
"  the  colonies,  and  indeed,  it  is  what  one  meets  from  people 
of  all  conditions  and  qualities.  'Tis  said,  that  their  increas- 
ing  numbers  and  wealth,  joined  to  their  great  distance  from 
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I.  Great  Britain,  will  give  them  an  opportunity,  in  the  eoursie 
"  of  some  years,  to  throw  off  their  dependence  on  the  nation, 
"  and  declare  themselves  a  free  state,  if  not  curbed  in  time. 
"  I  have  often  wondered  to  hear  some  great  men  profess  their 
belief  of  the  feasibleness  of  this,  &c."*  The  House  of 
Commons  continued,  as  may  be  seen,  from  the  portion  given 
above  of  their  debate  of  1733,  on  the  petition  from  Rhode 
Island,  to  be  trem.blingly  alive  on  this  point.  It  displayed 
its  sensibilic}'  even  in  a  more  marked  way,  a  few  years  after. 
In  1740,  it  voted,  upon  the  complaint  preferred  by  the 
general  court  of  Massachusetts,  against  governor  Belcher, 
for  denying  to  them  the  disposal  of  the  public  monies, — 
"  That  the  complaint,  contained  in  the  New  England 
"  memorial  and  petition,  was  frivolous  and  groundless  ;  an 
high  insult  upon  his  majesty's  government,  and  tending  to 
"  shake  off  the  dependency  of  the  said  colony  Upon  this 
kingdom,  to  which,  by  law  and  right,  they  are  and  ought  to 
''be  subject."  When  the  general  court  ventured  to  censure 
one  of  their  agents,  Mr.  Dunbar,  for  giving  evidence  before 
parliament  on  the  bill  for  the  better  securing  the  trade  of  the 
sugar  colonies,  the  House  of  Commons  voted,  nem.  con. — 
"  That  the  presuming  to  call  any  person  to  account,  or  pass  a 
censure  upon  him  ;  for  evidence  given  by  such  person  before 
that  House,  was  aji  audacious  proceedings  and  an  high  viola- 
tion of  the  privileges  of  that  House." 

The  fate  of  the  Albany  plan  of  union,  familiar  to  the  me- 
mory of  all  who  have  read  our  history,  affords  additional 
proof  of  the  temper  which  it  is  my  object  to  illustrate.  A 
confederacy  of  the  colonies  for  the  purpose  of  defence  against 
the  French  and  Indians,  was  at  first  instigated  by  the  British 
government ;  but  it  could  tolerate  no  arrangements  except 
such  as  were  incompatible  with  their  liberties.  It  finally  pre- 
ferred leaving  them  exposed  to  the  most  formidable  dangers, 
and  itself  to  the  cost  and  trouble  of  their  protection,  rather 
than  acquiesce  in  any  scheme  of  coalition,  in  the  execution 
of  which,  they  might,  to  use  the  language  of  Franklin, 
"  grow  too  military,  and  feel  their  own  strength."!  In  the 
pamphlet  which  this  great  statesman  published,  in  1760, 
to  show  the  impolicy  of  restoring  Canada  to  the  French,  there 
is  a  section  allotted  to  the  question,  whether  the  American 
colonies  were  dangerous  in  their  nature  to  Great  Britain."  He 
found  it  necessary,  on  every  occasion,  when  an  advantage 
was  sought  for  them,  to  set  in  formal  array,  all  the  considera- 


*  Page  73. 

See  Memoirs  of  Fr;ink!in,  p.  142,  American  edition. 
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tions  which  pleaded  against  the  bare  supposition,  of  their  SECT 
being  disposed  or  able,  to  effect  their  independence.  \-i'->^ 

To  lessen  the  danger,  or  obviate  new  hazards,  for  her 
sovereignty  and  monopoly,  England  embraced  the  policy, 
of  confining  the  settlements  in  North  America  as  much  as 
possible  to  the  sea  coast.  The  great  points  of  preventing 
the  French  power  from  being  immoveably  established  at  ' 
their  back,  and  over  the  whole  vast  interior ;  of  securing 
the  Atlantic  provinces  not  only  from  this  evil,  but  from 
their  cruel  scourge — the  Indians  ;  of  opening  the  fruitful 
and  beautiful  countries  beyond  the  Apalachian  mountains 
to  English  cultivation  and  empire,  were  all  postponed  to 
views,  of  which  it  is  difficult  to  say  whether  they  were  more 
selfish  or  short-sighted.  The  plan  of  a  colony  on  the  Ohio, 
for  the  salutary  and  noble  purposes  just  enumerated,  was 
conceived  in  America  in  the  middle  of  the  last  century, 
submitted  fruitlessly  to  the  British  government  in  1768,  and 
offered  anew  bv  Dr.  Franklin,  in  1770,  with  the  engagement 
on  the  part  of  the  projectors,  to  be  at  the  whole  expense  of 
establishing  and  maintaining  the  civil  administration  of  the 
country  to  be  settled.  A  few  extracts  from  the  two  Reports''^ 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  Plantations,  on  the  subject,  to 
the  Lords  of  the  privy  council,  will  explain  the  favourite 
system  in  relation  to  the  plantations. 

The  proposition  of  forming'  inland  colonies  in  America  is,  we  humbly 
conceive,  entirely  new :  it  adopts  principles  in  respect  to  American  settle- 
ments, different  from  what  have  hitherto  been  the  policy  of  this  kingdom, 
and  leads  to  a  system  which,  if  pursued  through  all  its  consequences,  is,  in 
the  present  state  of  that  country,  of  the  greatest  importance." 

"  And  first  with  regard  to  the  policy,  we  take  leave  to  remind  your  lord- 
ships of  that  principle  which  was  adopted  by  this  Board,  and  approved  and 
confirmed  by  his  majesty,  immediately  after  the  treaty  of  Paris,  viz.  the 
confining  the  western  extent  of  seUlements  to  such  a  distance  from  the  sea 
coast,  as  that  those  settlements  should  lie  within  the  reach  of  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  this  kingdom,  upon  which  the  strength  and  riches  of  it  depend; 
and  also  of  the  exercise  of  that  authority  and  jurisdiction,  which  was  con- 
ceived to  be  necessary  for  the  preserv  ation  of  the  colonies,  in  a  due  subor- 
dination to,  and  dependence  upon,  the  mother  country ;  and  these  we  appre- 
hend to  have  been  ttvo  capital  objects  of  /lis  majesty's  proclamation  of  the  7th 
of  October,  1763,  by  which  his  majesty  declares  it  to  be  his  royal  will  and 
pleasure,  to  reserve,  under  his  sovereignty  protection,  and  dommion,  for 
the  use  of  the  Indians,  all  the  lands  not  included  w  ithin  the  three  new  go- 
vernments, the  limits  of  u-hich  are  described  therein,  as  also  all  the  lands 
and  territories  lying  to  the  westward  of  the  sources  of  the  rivers  which 
shall  fall  into  the  sea  from  the  west  and  north-west,  and  by  which  all 
persons  are  forbid  to  make  any  purcliases  or  settleuients  whatever,  or  to 
take  possession  of  any  of  the  lands  above  reserved,  without  special  license 
for  that  purpose." 


*  Fourth  vol.  Franklin's  Works,  article  Oliio  Settlemeirt. 
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PART  I.  '<  Tlie  same  principles  of  policy,  in  reference  to  settlements  at  so  gVeat  a 
v^^-V"^^^  distance  from  the  sea  coast  as  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of  all  advantageous 
intercourse  with  this  kingdom,  continue  to  exist  in  their  fuH  force  and  spirit ; 
and  thoxigh  various  propositions  for  erecting-  ncxv  colonics  in  the  interior  partft 
of  America  have  been,  in  consequeiice  of  this  extension  of  the  boundary  line^  snb- 
mitted  to  the  consideration  of  government,  (particularly  in  tiiat  part  of  the 
country  wherein  are  situated  the  lands  now  prayed  for,  with  a  view  to  that 
object,)  yet  the  dangers  and  disadvantages  of  complying  with  such  proposals 
have  been  so  obvious,  as  to  defeat  every  attempt  made  for  carrying  them  into 
execution." 

"The  efrect  of  the  policy  of  this  kingdom  in  respect  to  colonizing  Ame- 
rica, in  those  colonies  where  there  has  been  sufficient  time  for  that  effect  to 
discover  itself,  will,  we  humbly  apprehend,  be  a  very  strong  argument  against 
forming  settlements  in  the  interior  country ;  more  especially  when  every 
advantage  derived  from  an  established  government  would  naturally  tend  to 
draw  the  stream  of  population ;  fertility  of  soil,  and  temperature  of  climate, 
offering  superior  incitements  to  settlers,  ivho,  exposed  to  few  hardships,  and 
struggling  with  feiv  diffictdties,  coidd,  ivith  little  labour,  earn  an  abundance  for 
their  oivnioants,  but  ~^dthout  a  possibility  of  supplying  ours  -with  any  considerable 
quantities.''^ 

"Admitting  that  the  settlers  in  the  country  in  question  are  numerous  as 
report  states  them  to  be,  yet  we  submit  that  this  is  a  fact  which  does,  in  the 
nature  of  it,  operate  strongly  in  point  of  argument  against  what  is  proposed — 
for  if  the  foregoing  reasoning  has  any  weight,  it  certainly  ough  to  induce  you 
to  advise  his  majesty  to  take  every  method  to  check  the  progress  of  these 
settlements,  and  not  to  make  such  grants  of  land  as  will  have  an  immediate 
tendency  to  encourage  them." 

The  language  of  the  royal  servants  of  North  America 
was  of  the  same  tenor  with  that  of  the  Lords  of  Trade. 
The  commander  in  chief  of  his  majesty's  forces  there,  wrote 
in  1769,  to  lord  Hillsborough,  who  presided  over  the  colo- 
nial department  ; — 

*'  As  to  increasing  the  settlements  to  respectable  pro\Hnces,  and  to  coloni- 
zation in  general  terms  in  the  remote  countries,  I  conceive  it  altogether  in- 
consistent with  sound  policy.  I  do  not  apprehend  the  inhabitants  could  have 
any  commodities  to  barter  for  manufactures,  except  skins  and  furs,  which 
will  naturally  decrease  as  the  country  increases  in  people,  and  the  deserts 
are  cultivated;  so  that  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  necessity  would  force 
them  to  provide  manufactures  of  some  kind  for  themselves ;  and  when 
all  connexion  upheld  by  commerce  with  the  mother  country  shall  cease,  it 
may  be  expected  that  an  independency  in  her  government  will  soon  follow. 
The  laying  open  new  tracts  of  fertile  country  in  moderate  climates  might 
lessen  the  present  supply  of  the  commodities  of  America,  for  it  is  the  pas- 
sion of  every  man  to  be  a  landholder,  and  the  people  have  a  natural  disposi- 
tion to  rove  in  search  of  good  land,  however  distant." 

The  governor  of  Georgia,  above  named,  is  quoted  with 
great  deference  by  the  Lords  of  Trade,  as  having  written  to 
them  thus : 

"This  matter,  my  lords,  of  granting  large  bodies  of  land  in  the  back  parts 
of  any  of  his  majesty's  northern  colonies,  appears  to  me  in  a  very  serious  and 
alarming  light ;  and  I  humbly  conceive,  ma\'  be  attended  with  the  greatest 
and  worst  of  consequences  ;  for,  my  lords,  if  a  vast  territory  be  granted  to 
any  set  of  gentlemen,  who  really  mean  to  people  it,  and  actually  do  so,  it 
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mtist  draw  and  caiTV  out  a  great  number  of  people  from  Great  Britain;  and  SECT.  L 
I  apprelieiul,  they  will  soon  become  a  kind  of  separate  and  independent  n^i^'V"^^ 
people,  wlio  will  set  up  for  themselves;  that  they  will  soon  have  nianufac- 
turcs  of  their  own,  &c.  in  process  of  time,  they  will  become  formidable 
enough  to  oppose  his  majesty's  authority,"  &.c. 

It  is  curious,  and  demonstrative  of  the  sense  commonly 
entertained  of  the  views  of  the  British  government,  that 
some  of  the  advocates  for  the  project  of  interior  settlements, 
insisted,  that  such  establishments  would  serve  as  a  check 
upon  attempts,  on  the  part  of  the  old  colonies,  to  become 
independent,  by  draining  them  of  their  population.  There 
is,  in  fact,  much  plausibility  in  the  suggestion,  which  is 
made  in  one  of  the  memorials  on  the  subject,  of  the  year 
1767 — that  of  g'eneral  Lyman.    "  The  period  will  doubtless 

come,  when  North  America  will  no  longer  acknowledge  a 
*'  dependence  on  any  part  of  Europe.  But  that  period 
*'  seems  to  be  so  remote,  as  not  to  be  at  present  an  object  of 
"  rational  policy  or  human  prevention,  and  it  will  be  ren- 
dered  still  more  remote  by  opening  new  scenes  of  agri- 
•*  cultiu-e,  and  widening  the  space  which  the  colonists  must 
"  first  completely  occupy. "^'^^ 

I  shall  not  be  considered  as  going  wide  of  my  subject,  if  I 
advert  here,  to  the  fact,  that  the  British  government  has  pur- 
sued, with  respect  to  India,  a  policy  similar  to  that  recom- 
mended in  the  foregoing  extracts,  in  relation  to  North  Ame- 
rica. I  need  only  appeal  to  the  authority  of  Mills,  who,  in 
his  "  History  of  British  India,"  uses  this  emphatic  language. 
"  If  it  were  possible  for  the  English  government  to  learn  wis- 
*^dom  by  experience,  which  governments  rarely  do,  it  might 
**  at  last  see,  with  regret,  some  of  the  effects  of  that  illiberal, 

cowardly,  and  short-sighted  policy,  under  which  it  has  taken 

the  most  solicitous  precautions  to  prevent  the  settlement  of 

Englishmen ;  trembling,  forsooth,  lest  Englishmen,  if  al- 
**  lowed  to  settle  in  India,  should  detest  and  cast  off  its  yoke!" 

"It  is  w^onderful  to  see  how  the  English  government, 
**  every  now  and  then,  voluntarily  places  itself  in  the  station 

of  a  government  existing  in  opposition  to  the  people,  a  go- 
"  vernment  which  hates,  because  it  dreads  the  people,  and 
"  is  hated  by  them  in  its  turn.  Its  deportment  with  regard 
"  to  the  residence  of  the  Englishmen  in  India,  speaks  these 
"  unfavourable  sentiments  with  a  force  which  language 
^'  could  not  easily  possess."! 

The  Edinburgh  Review,  in  quoting  the  first  of  these  para* 


*  See  Macpherson's  Annals  of  Commerce.    Quarto  Ed.  val.  iii.  469, 
t  B.  6.  vol.  iii.  p.  334,  335. 
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graphs,  affects,  indeed,  to  doubt  whether  "  the  obstructions 
"  which  have  been  thrown  in  the  way  of  colonization  in  In- 
"  dia,  have  arisen  mainly  irom  the  idea  that  another  nation  of 
"  Englishmen  would  spring  up  there,  who  might  take  upon 
"  them  to  govern  themselves     and  it  cannot  admit  that  "  any 

Englishman  would  be  base  enough  not  to  wish  to  see  another 
"  America  arise  at  a  distance,  which  might  relieve  Britain 

from  the  fear  of  her  rivalityy^  But  no  one  that  has  read 
the  masterly  work  of  the  historian  whom  I  have  just  cited, 
will  hesitate  between  his  opinions  on  the  subject,  and  those 
of  any  anonymous  critic  ;  and  there  is  a  corroborative  cir- 
cumstance too  notorious  to  be  questioned :  I  mean  the  at- 
tempt sanctioned  in  the  same  quarter,  to  prevent  the  diffusion 
of  Christianity  among  the  Hindoos,  from  an  apprehension  of 
danger  to  the  British  power. f  I  am  m3^self  unable  to  devise 
a  juster,  or  stronger  commentary  upon  the  policy  towards  the 
North  American  colonies,  than  is  furnished  in  the  following 
general  observation  of  the  Edinburgh  critics,  in  allusion  to 
the  case  of  India.  "We  cannot  conceive  anything  more 
"  discreditable  to  a  government,  than  to  place  itself  in  oppo- 
"  sition  to  a  measure,  conducive,  and  almost  essential  to  the 
"  prosperity  of  a  great  empire,  merely  because  it  would  be 
"  attended  with  a  chance,  at  some  distant  period,  of  a  cur- 
"  tailment  of  the  extent  of  its  dominions." 

It  is  not  easy  to  forget  that  at  the  commencement  of  the  ne- 
gociations  at  Ghent,  in  1814,  a  policy  was  betrayed  by  the  Bri- 
tish government,  in  the  demands  of  its  commissioners,  touch- 
ing anew  Indian  boundary,  akin  to  that  which  discountenanced 
the  plan  of  the  Ohio  settlement.  Nor  ought  we  to  forget  the 
eloquent  condemnation  of  the  pretension  of  1814,  pronounced 
by  Sir  James  Mackintosh,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  a  con- 
demnation equally  due  to  his  majesty's  proclamation  of  the 
7th  October,  1763,  and  to  the  system  of  the  Lords  of  Trade. 
"  The  western  frontier  of  North  American  cultivation  is  the 
"  part  of  the  globe  in  which  civilization  is  making  the  most 
"  rapid  and  extensive  conquests  on  the  wilderness.  It  is  the 
"  point  where  the  race  of  man  is  the  most  progressive.  To 

*  No.  61. 

-f  See  the  "  Christian  Researches  in  Asia,"  of  the  Rev.  Claudius  Buchanan. — 
The  writer  adduces  a  letter  to  himself,  dated  May  14,  1806,  from  Watson, 
Bishop  of  Llandaff,  which  contains  the  following  passage:  Twenty  yeai-s 
and  more  have  now  elapsed,  since  in  a  sermon  before  the  House  of  Lords,  I 
hinted  to  the  government  the  propriety  of  paying  regard  to  the  propagation 
of  Christianity  in  India ;  and  I  have  since  then,  as  fit  occasion  offered,  pri- 
vately, but  unsuccessfully t  pressed  the  matter  on  the  consideration  of  those 
in  power." 
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"  forbid  the  purchase  of  land  from  the  savages,  is  to  arrest  the  SECT. 
"  progress  of  mankind. — More  barbarous  than  the  Norman  ^^'^ 

tyrants,  who  afforested  great  tracts  of  arable  land  for  their 
"  sport,  ministers  attempted  to  stipulate  that  a  territory  quite 

as  great  as  the  British  islands,  should  be  doomed  to  an  eter- 
"  nal  desert.  They  laboured  to  prevent  millions  of  freemen  and 
"  Christians  from  coming  into  existence.  To  perpetuate  the 
"  English  authority  in  two  provinces^  a  large  part  of  North 
*'  America  was  for  ever  to  be  a  wilderness.  The  American  ne- 
*'  gociators,  by  their  resistance  to  so  insolent  and  extravagant  a 
"  demand,  maintained  the  common  cause  of  civilized  men."''^ 

4.  Emigration  to  the  colonies  proved,  from  the  outset,  a 
subject  of  alarm  for  the  mother  country.  Her  apprehension 
from  it  was  two-fold  ;  of  her  own  depopulation,  and  the  trans- 
lation and  decline  of  her  manufactures. 

"  The  barbarism  of  our  ancestors,"  says  the  author  of  the 
European  Settlements  in  America,  "  could  not  comprehend 
"  how  a  nation  could  grow  more  populous  by  sending  out  a 
"  part  of  its  people.  We  have  lived  to  see  this  paradox  made 
"  out  by  experience,  but  we  have  not  sufficiently  profited  of 
"  this  experience  ;  since  we  begin,  (in  1757,)  some  of  us  at 
"  least,  to  think  that  there  is  a  danger  of  dispeopling  ourselves, 
"  by  encouraging  new  colonies,  or  increasing  the  old." 

Precautions  were  taken  against  too  great  an  efflux  from  the 
kingdom  to  America,  even  in  the  time  of  James  I,  and  were 
renewed  on  several  occasions  in  that  of  his  successor.  The 
circumstance  is  noticed  by  Hume  in  the  following  terms  : — 
*'  The  Puritans,  restrained  in  England,  shipped  themselves 
"  off  for  America,  and  laid  there  the  foundations  of  a  go- 
"  vernment,  which  possessed  all  the  liberty,  both  civil  and 
"  religious,  of  which  they  found  themselves  deprived  in  their 
"  native  country.  But  their  enemies  unwilling  that  they 
"  should  any  where  enjoy  ease  and  contentment,  and  dread- 
"  ing,  perhaps,  the  dangerous  consequences  of  so  disaffected 
"  a  colony,  prevailed  with  the  king  to  issue  a  proclamation, 
"  debarring  these  devotees  access  even  into  those  inhospita- 
"  ble  deserts."! 

In  1637,  a  proclamation  was  issued  by  Charles  I,  "to  re- 
"  strain  the  disorderly  transporting  of  his  majesty's  subjects 
"to  the  colonies  without  leave;"  and  in  1638,  another, 
"  commanding  owners  and  masters  of  vessels,  that  they  do 
"  not  fit  out  any  with  passengers  and  provisions  to  New 

*  Speech  on  the  Treatr  with  America— -A pr'i],  1815. 
t  Chapter  52. 
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P/^RT  I.  "  England,  without  license  from  the  Commissioners  of  Plan- 
^s^'x^^  "  tations."    One  incident  of  the  operation  of  this  interdict 

has  attracted  the  notice  of  all  the  historians,  and  is  thus 

strikingly  told  by  Robertson. 

''^The  number  of  the  emigrants  to  America  drew  the  attention  of  g-o- 
vernraent,  and  appeared  so  formidable,  thai  a  proclamation  was  issued,  pro- 
hibiting" masters  of  ships  from  carrying-  pus.scr.g-ors  to  Xew  Eng^land,  without 
special  permission  On  many  occasions  this  injunction  was  eluded  or  dis- 
regarded. P'atally  for  the  king,  it  operated  with  full  efl'ect  in  one  instance. 
Sir  Arthur  Haslerig,  John  Hampden,  Oliver  Cromwell,  and  some  other  per- 
Bons,  whose  principles  and  views  coincided  with  theirs,  impatient  to  enjoy 
those  civil  and  religious  liberties,  which  they  struggled  in  vain  to  obtain  in 
Great  Britain,  hired  some  ships  to  carry  them  and  their  attendants  to  New- 
England  By  order  of  council,  an  embargo  was  laid  on  these  when  on  the 
point  of  sailing ;  and  Charles,  far  from  stisi^f^ctingthat  the  future  revolutions 
in  his  kingdoms  were  to  be  excited  and  directed  by  persons  in  such  aa 
humble  sphere  of  life,  forcibly  detained  the  men  destined  to  overturn  his 
throne,  and  to  terminate  his  davs  by  a  violent  death."* 

Towards  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century,  the  alarm  of 
depopulation,  and  trans-atlantic  manufactures,  from  the  re- 
moval of  British  subjects  to  the  colonies,  had  increased,  and 
become  the  theme  of  much  political  specidation.  Sir  Josiah 
Child  thought  it  necessary  to  investigate  minutely  the  reality 
of  the  danger,  and  devoted  to  the  question  a  considerable 
section  of  his  work  on  Trade.  Some  few  of  his  phrases  will 
explain  the  state  of  the  case.    "  Gentlemen  of  no  mean  ca- 

pacities  are  of  opinion,  that  his  majesty's  plantations 
^'  abroad,  have  very  much  prejudiced  this  kingdom  by  drain- 
"  ing  us  of  people.'^^  I  do  not  agree  that  our  people  in  Eng- 
"  land  are  in  any  considerable  measure  abated,  by  reason  of 
^'  our  foreign  plantations.    This,  I  know,  is  a  controverted 

point,  and  I  do  believe,  that  where  there  is  one  man  of  my 

mind,  there  may  be  a  thousand  of  the  contrary,"  &c.f  Child 
argued  the  question  upon  the  true  principles  of  political  econ- 
omy, and  among  other  particular  views  gave  the  following  : — 
*'  I  do  acknowledge,  that  the  facility  of  getting  to  the  planta- 
"  tions,  may  cause  some  more  to  leave  us  than  would  do,  if 

they  had  none  but  foreign  countries  for  refuge  :  but  then,  if 

it  be  considered,  that  our  plantations  spending  mostly  our 
"  English  manufactures,  and  those  of  all  sorts  almost  imagi- 
"  nable,  in  egregious  quantities,  and  employing  nearly  two- 

thirds  of  all  our  English  shipping,  do  therein  give  a  con- 
*'  stant  sustenance  to  it,  may  be  200,000  persons  here  at 

home  ;  then  I  must  needs  conclude,  upon' the  whole  matter. 


*  Fourth  vol.  History  of  America. 
I  Chapter  10. 
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"  that  we  have  not  the  fewer,  but  the  more  people  in  Eng-  SECT.  I. 
*^  land,  bv  reason  of  our  English  plantations  in  America."-^  v-^'^^-^x^ 

Notwithstanding  the  complete  refutation  of  the  error  by 
this  and  other  liberal  writers,  lively  alarms  continued  to 
recur.  We  find- the  political  economists  of  England  engaged, 
in  1756,  and  at  later  periods,  before  and  after  the  American 
revolution,  in  warm  controversies  respecting  the  decline  of 
the  British  population,  from  various  causes,  emigration  in- 
cluded.! The  government  acted  uniformly  upon  the  receiv- 
ed prejudice.  The  Lords  of  Trade,  in  the  official  report  of 
1770,  which  I  have  quoted  above,  refer  to  the  doctrine  also 
quoted,  of  the  governor  of  Georgia,  in  the  following  terms: — 

And  there  is  one  objection  suggested  by  governor  Wright, 
"  to  the  extension  of  settlements  in  the  interior  country, 

which,  we  submit,  deserves  your  lordship's  particular  at- 
"  tention,  viz.  the  encouragement  that  is  therebv  held  out  to 
"  the  emigration  of  his  majesty's  subjects;  an  argument  which, 
"in  the  present  peculiar  situation  of  this  kingdom,  demands 
"very  serious  consideration,  and  has  for  some  time  past  had 
"  so  great  weight  with  this  Board^  that  it  has  induced  us  to 
"  deny  our  concu?Tence  to  inany  proposals  for  grants  of  land^ 
"  even  in  those  parts  of  the  continent  of  America^  zvhere^  in 
"  other  respects^  we  are  of  opinion^  that  it  consists  with  the 
"  true  policy  of  the  kingdom  to  encourage  settlements?"^ 

On  the  recognition  of  our  independence,  the  panic  respect- 
ing emigration  returned,  in  England,  with  double  violence. 
Nothing  short  of  complete  depopulation,  from  the  tempta- 
tions which  the  seeming  natural  advantages,  or  the  designing 
legislation,  of  the  new  republic  might  oft'er  to  his  majesty's 
liege  subjects,  was  apprehended  by  the  privy  council  of  the 
home  department.  Lord  Sheffield  set  himself  at  work  to 
medicate  the  imagination  of  his  countrymen,  by  depicting 
this  land  as  one  of  multifarious  wretchedness,  and  in  al- 
most the  last  stage  of  atrophy.  He  represented  emigration 
as  the  resource  only  of  the  culprit,  and  of  those  who  had 


♦  Chapter  10. 

■j-  To  discourage  it,  the  device  was  early  emplo3'ed,  which  has  been  so 
often  resorted  to,  in  relation  to  the  United  States.  The  following  title  of 
a  work,  which  appeared  in  the  mother  country  in  1753,  will  explain  what  I 
mean  :  "America  dissected;  being  a  tnie  and  full  account  of  all  the  Ame- 
rican Colonies:  shewing  the  intemperance  of  the  climates;  badness  of  mo- 
ney; danger  from  enemies;  and  the  danger  to  the  souls  of  the  poor  peo- 
ple that  remove  thither,  from  the  heresies  that  j^revail  there.  By  a  Rev. 
Divine  of  the  Church  of  England,  Missionary  to  America,  and  D.  D. — Pub- 
iished  as  a  caution  to  unsteadi>  people^  ti-ho  vmi/  be  tempted  to  leave  their  native 
country^ 
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made  themselves  the  objects  of  contempt.  "  America  would 
prove  the  bane  of  all  others  ''''  not  above  one  emigrant  in  Jive^ 
to  that  country,  succeeded  so  as  to  settle  a  family  "  the  bet- 
ter sort  of  them  were  begging  about  the  streets  of  Philadel- 
phia ;  Irishmen  went  there  to  become  slaves  to  negroes^''  &c.* 
Expedients  more  effectual  than  this  phantasmagoria,  were 
adopted  by  the  government,  particularly  in  1794,  in  the  shape 
of  prohibitory  laws.  We  had  a  remarkable  instance  of  its 
feeling  in  1817,  in  the  act  of  parliament  of  that  year,  by  which 
British  and  foreign  vessels  were  allowed  to  carry  passengers 
from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  to  the  United  States,  in  the 
proportion  of  one  passenger  only  to  every  five  tons,  whereas 
the  British  Vessels  were  permitted  to  convey  them  to  other 
countries  in  the  proportion  of  one  for  every  two  tons. 

The  government  of  England  would  seem,  at  this  time,  to 
have  relapsed  into  that  particular  barbarism  of  our  ances- 
tors," mentioned  in  the  quotation  from  the  European  Settle- 
ments. The  report  of  the  parliamentary  proceedings  for  May, 
1818,  furnishes  the  following  paragraph : — "  In  answer  to  a 
question  of  a  member  from  a  manufacturing  town,  respect- 
ing  the  increased  progress  of  emigration,  lord  Castlereagh 
"  replied  that  it  ^vas  the  earnest  object  of  government  to  termi- 
"  nate  this  most  mischievous  evil^  and  that  thev  were  meditating 
^' means  for  this  purpose."  I  have  had  already  occasion  to 
notice  some  of  the  means  which  appear  to  have  been  medi- 
tated by  his  lordship  ;  but  in  looking  at  the  British  statute 
book  and  the  repository  of  orders  in  council,  I  find  it  diffi- 
cult to  conjecture  what  means  could  be  contrived  in  the  nature 
of  penal  regulation,  in  addition  to  those  already  provided  at 
different  eras  in  the  British  history.  The  transportation  of 
machinery  is  still  punishable  with  death.  On  the  6th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1817,  lord  Lauderdale  made  his  lament  in  the  House  of 
Peers,  that  the  law  interfered  to  prevent  a  poor  artisan  from 
leaving  his  country,  and  transferring  his  industry  elsewhere; 
and  that  persons  who  attempted  to  export  machinery  were  sub- 
jected to  capital  punishment.  We  have  recently  seen  these 
poor  artisans"  stealingtheir  way  at  double  expense  to  the  sea 
ports  of  France  in  order  to  escape  thence  with  impunity  to 
the  only  country  which  holds  out  to  them  the  probability  of  a 
tolerable  lot.  The  statute  book  and  ministry  lag  behind  even 
the  Quarterly  Review  in  illumination  on  this  subject,  if  we 
may  judge  from  this  passage,  of  the  number  of  that  Jour- 
nal, for  April,  1816: — "It  is  vain  to  imagine,  that  im- 

*  See  Observations  on  the  Commerce  of  the  United  States,  by  JolinLord 
Sheffield,  1784.— p.  190,  96. 
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"  provements  in  machinery  can,  for  any  length  of  time,  be  SECT 
"  confined  to  the  country  in  which  they  are  invented ;  and  at- 
"  tempts  to  prevent  manufacturers  from  emigrating,  by  penal 
*'  statutes,  are  not  only  oppressive,  but  inefficacious.'' 

The  historians  relate,  that  the  acts  of  Charles  I,  restraining 
emigration,  "  increased  the  murmurs  and  complaints  of  the 
"  people,  and  raised  the  cry  of  double  persecution,  to  be 
"  vexed  at  home^  and  not  suffered  to  seek  peace  abroad.'^''  This 
crv  is  again  heard  in  England,  after  a  lapse  of  nearly  two  cen- 
turies, and  that  jealousy  which,  in  part,  furnished  the  cause 
for  it  at  the  earliest  period,  has  now  a  larger  share  in  its  pro- 
duction with  a  still  greater  certainty  of  disappointment. 

Nothing  remains  for  the  British  government,  but  to  pur- 
sue the  course  which  Ovid  has  indicated  as  the  reproach  of 
the  Argives  among  the  nations  of  antiquity. 

— Prohibent  discedere  leges 
Psenaque  mors  posita  est  patriam  mutare  volenti. 

5.  The  reduction  of  the  fortress  of  Louisbourg,  in  1745; 
by  the  colonial  troops, — the  twenty-five  thousand  soldiers 
■whom  the  colonies  furnished  and  maintained  in  the  war  of 
1755, — the  four  hundred  privateers  fitted  out  in  their  ports 
during  the  same  period,  to  cruise  against  French  property,— 
the  large  sums  which  they  advanced,  beyond  their  fair  pro- 
portion, to  the  military  chest, — the  considerable  aids  in  men 
and  provisions,  which  they  sent  to  the  West  Indies, — the  im- 
portant, principal  share  which  they  had  in  the  overthrow  of 
the  French  power  in  North  America,  and  in  the  consequent, 
unexampled  glory  and  aggrandizement  of  England, — these 
splendid  efforts  and  services,  of  which  I  propose  to  speak 
particularly  hereafter,  extorted  annual  thanks  from  the  Bri- 
tish parliament,  and  encomiums  from  the  ministry:  But  they 
awakened  no  real  gratitude,  and  won  no  solid  marks  of  fa- 
vour. The  old  jealousy  was  irritated;  and  a  keener  cupidity 
excited,  by  such  supposed  evidences  of  power  and  wealth : 
The  design  so  long  formed  of  discharging  upon  the  colonies 
a  part  of  the  load  of  taxation  under  which  Britain  groaned, 
and  of  fastening  a  military  yoke  upon  their  necks,  was  only 
confirmed  and  ripened,  by  their  generous  and  excessive  ex- 
ertions for  the  triumph  of  the  mother  country  over  her  great 
rival.  This  effect  was  quickly  visible  in  the  stamp-act  of 
1764  ;  and  the  scheme  of  subjugation,  though  intermitted  for 
a  moment  was  soon  made  evident  by  the  revival  of  that  act,  • 
and  the  train  of  desperate  attempts  upon  the  liberties  and 
spirit  of  the  colonies,  w^hich  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
has  engraven  on  the  memory  of  every  American. 


POLITICAL  AND 


PART  I.  The  views  and  dispositions  of  the  British  ministry,  from  the 
^-^'^^"w  year  1 763,  until  the  sword  was  drawn,  and  during  the  struggle, 
belong  more  particularly  to  another  section  of  this  volume. 
They  are,  indeed,  so  well  known,  as  scarcely  to  call  for  illus- 
tration from  history.  It  is  alike  notorious  and  confessed, 
that  the  majority  of  the  British  nation  partook  in  them,  and 
finally  consented  to  the  recognition  of  American  independ- 
ence, not  from  any  change  of  feelings,  but  from  momentary 
exhaustion  and  discouragement.  As  the  determination  of  the 
colonies  to  resort  to  arms,  became  apparent,  and  after  the  rup- 
ture was  complete,  the  jealousy  of  dominion  and  monopoly, 
and  the  dread  of  future  rivalry,  heightened  into  rage,  and 
no  longer  restrained  by  immediate  interest,  were  vented  in 
every  variety  of  passionate  and  resentful  expression.  "  I 
"  must  maintain,"  said  a  ministerial  leader  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  in  the  debate  of  the  26th  October,  1775,  on  the 
king's  speech,  "  that  it  would  have  been  better  that  America 
''had  never  been  known,  than  that  a  great  consolidated  em- 
"  pire  should  exist  independent  of  Great  Britain."  Gover- 
nor Johnstone,  and  his  colleagues  of  the  opposition,  cried 
shame  upon  "  the  ignoble  jealousies  daily  uttered  in  Parlia- 
ment against  the  Americans," — just  as  an  orator  of  the  House 
of  Commons  found  himself,  in  1812,  compelled  to  exclaim 
and  protest  against  "  the  perpetual  jealousy  of  America."^ 
One  of  the  passages  which  1.  have  selected  from  the  Edin- 
burgh Review,  to  place  at  the  head  of  this  work,  relates  a 
fact,  which  may  be  said  to  speak  volumes  to  the  same  pur- 
port. It  were  endless,  and  it  is  not  within  my  present  aim, 
to  recount  the  demonstrations  of  this  feeling  particularly  as 
respects  trade  and  navigation,  given  by  England  since  her 
acknowledgement  of  our  independence.  Nor  do  I  think 
it  necessary  to  prove  further  her  habitual  temper,  by 
quoting  her  conduct  towards  another  of  her  dependencies — 
Ireland — whose  strength,  trade  and  manufactures  were  so 
long  and  cruelly  oppressed  and  crippled,  while  her  domestic 
character  and  history  were  so  grossly  misrepresented  and. 
traduced-! 


*  Mr.  Brougham's  Speech  on  the  Commerce  and  Manufactures  of  Great 
Britain. 

f  See  a  victorious  work  recently  published  in  tliis  country,  and  entitled 
V'mdicice  Hihernicce,  by  Mathew  Carey,  Esq. — The  sag-acious  and  patriotic 
writer  ought  to  pursue  his  well  laid  train  of  detection.  The  subject  js  not 
without  attraction  for  Americans  in  general:  and  for  Irishmen  and  the  de- 
scendants of  Irishmen,  it  has  the  deepest  interest. 


2.1 


8ECTI0X  II. 

OF  THE  GEXER\L  CHARACTER  AND  MERITS  OF  THE 
COLONISTS. 

1.  I  HAVE  said  that  England  is  the  particular  mother  coun-  SECT.  II. 
try,  which  might  have  been  expected  to  be  most  tender  of  the  v^^v^w 
feelings  and  character  of  her  colonies,  out  of  a  due  regard  to 
justice,  gratitude  and  her  own  interests,  as  well  as  from  the 
sympathies  of  blood,  and  the  dictates  of  an  enlarged  philan- 
thropy. This  is  a  proposition,  from  which  no  candid  man, 
acquainted  with  the  history  of  the  American  continent,  is 
likely  to  dissent,  and  which  can  be  fully  sustained  by  draw- 
ing upon  the  English  writers.  It  is  my  intention  to  quote 
principally  their  acknowledgments  in  favour  of  the  origin 
and  character,  and,  as  regards  Great  Britain,  of  the  services 
and  dispositions,  of  the  North  American  colonies.  An  il- 
lustration of  these  points  by  such  testimony,  will  set  in  a 
stronger  light  the  injustice  and  folly  of  the  sarcasms  and 
contumelies,  which  have  been  directed  against  the  Ame- 
ricans from  the  same  quarter. 

There  are  few  states,"  says  the  Quarterly  Review,"*^ 
"  whose  origin  is  on  the  whole  so  respectable  as  the  Ameri- 
"  can — none  whose  history  is  sullied  with  so  few  crimes. 
"  The  Puritans  who  had  fled  into  Holland  to  avoid  intoler- 
"  ance  at  home,  carried  with  them  English  hearts.  They 
"  could  not  bear  to  think  that  their  little  community  should 
*'  be  absorbed  and  lost  in  a  foreign  nation  :  they  had  forsaken 
"  their  birthii  place  and  their  family  graves  ;  but  they  loved 
"  their  country,  and  their  mother  tongue,  and  rather  than 
*'  their  children  should  become  subjects  of  another  state,  and 
"  speak  another  language,  they  exposed  themselves  to  all  the 
"  hardships  and  dangers  of  colonizing  in  a  savage  land. 

No  people  on  earth  may  so  justly  pride  themsehes  on  their 
"  ancestors  as  the  Nexv  EnglandersP 

Although  it  has  been  repeated  with  great  complacency,  in 
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PART  I.  the  work  just  quoted,  that  the  Adam  and  Eve  of  the  colonies 
^■^^^^^w  came  out  of  Newgate^  yet  it  has  been  admitted  not  only  in 
England,  but  nearly  throughout  Europe,  that  the  first  set- 
tlers, and  all  the  European  generations  of  British  America, 
were,  in  every  respect,  more  worthy  of  esteem  and  encou- 
ragement, than  those  of  the  other  parts  of  this  continent. 
The  Quarterly  Review  itself,"^  has  drawn  a  comparison 
which  is  every  way  to  my  purpose. 

*'  The  original  settlers  from  England,  in  North  America,  were  for  the 
most  part,  an  austere,  frugal,  and  industrious  people, — the  hardships  and 
privations  of  their  early  establishments,  were  not  endured  with  the  inspiring 
feelings  of  military  adventurers,  but  borne  with  the  patience  of  religious 
submission :  the  purity  of  their  morals,  tinged  with  no  small  portion  of  the 
fanaticism  which  caused  their  emigration,  kept  them  from  promiscuous  in- 
tercourse with  the  female  Indians ;  and  hence  an  unmixed  race  was  conti- 
nued, among  whom  there  was  no  distinction  of  cast  or  complexion,  to  in- 
troduce a  difference,  or  political  contention.  As  no  great  inequality  of  pro- 
perty, the  principal  cause  of  political  power,  existed,  there  was  no  great 
inequality  of  education  among  those  born  in  the  country;  none  were  so 
destitute  of  knowledge  as  the  mass  of  the  laborious  in  most  countries  of 
Europe." 

"Comparing  the  population  of  Spanish  with  that  of  British  America,  we 
shall,  at  every  step,  be  struck  with  the  wonderful  difference  in  origin,  in 
progress,  and  in  present  situation.  The  conquerors  from  Spain,  instead  of 
the  frugal,  laborious,  and  moral  description  of  our  English  settlers,  partook 
of  the  ferocity  and  superstition  of  an  earlier  and  less  enlightened  period. 
The  warriors  who  had  exterminated  the  Mahomedanism  of  Granada,  were 
readily  induced  to  propagate  their  own  religion  by  the  sword.  As  few  or  no 
women  accompanied  the  first  settlers  of  South  America,  their  intercourse 
with  native  females  produced  a  race  of  successors  of  a  most  anomalous  cha- 
racter, and  these  in  a  few  generations,  mixing  with  the  slaves  imported  from 
Africa,  still  further  increased  the  different  classes,  who,  in  process  of  time, 
more  by  the  rules  of  society  than  by  the  influence  of  the  laws,  assumed  a  va- 
riety of  ranks,  according  to  their  greater  or  less  affiinity  to  the  white  race. 
The  education  of  the  lower  orders  in  South  America,  has  been  totally  ne- 
glected." 

In  the  list  of  English  authors  who,  although  not  exempt 
from  gross  errors  of  opinion,  display  a  laborious  study  and 
discriminating  knowledge  of  the  formation  and  character 
of  the  settlements  on  this  continent,  I  may  safely  class  Mr. 
Brougham,  distinguished  also  among  the  writers  of  the 
Edinburgh  Review,  and  among  the  leading  statesmen  of  the 
British  Parliament.  In  his  excellent  work  on  Colonial  Policy, 
he  has  advanced  and  successfully  maintained,  doctrines  con- 
cerning the  thirteen  British  colonies,  some  of  which  deserve 
to  be  set  apart  for  our  history.  I  shall  avail  myself  of  them 
as  the  occasion  olfers.  To  begin  with  the  following  passages. 


July,  1817,  Article  on  Spain  and  her  Colonies, 
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"  The  first  settlers  of  all  the  colonies,  were  men  of  irreproachable  cha-  SECT.  II. 
racters ;  many  of  them  fled  from  persecution ;  others  on  account  of  an  y.^N'""^/ 
honourable  poverty ;  and  all  of  them  with  their  expectations  limited  to 
the  prospect  of  a  bare  subsistence,  in  freedom  and  peace.  All  idea  of 
wealth  or  pleasure  was  out  of  the  question.  A  set  of  men  more  con- 
scientious in  their  doings,  or  simple  in  their  manners,  never  founded 
any  commonwealth.  It  is  indeed  the  peculiar  glory  of  North  America, 
that,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  its  empire  was  originally  founded  in  charity 
and  peace."* 

**  The  new  emigrants  who,  at  various  times,  continued  to  flock  to  this 
extensive  country,  as  it  became  open  and  improved,  were  not  of  the  same 
description  as  the  first  settlers.  They  were  of  a  various  race,  of  different 
ranks,  but  chiefly  needy  men ;  of  different  sects,  but  of  no  perceptible  re- 
ligion ;  and  of  different  nations,  in  which,  however,  the  English  greatly 
predominated.  Some  of  them  were  persons  of  desperate  fortunes  and  dis- 
solute characters.  No  combination  of  circumstances  can  be  figured,  to  con- 
tribute more  directly  to  the  reformation  of  the  new  cultivators'  character 
and  manners,  than  that  which  was  found  in  the  situation  of  the  North  Ame- 
rican colonies."-]- 

'*  The  mixture  of  various  population  was,  by  the  influence  of  those  sim- 
ple manners,  which  are  formed  by  an  agricultural  life,  soon  blended  into 
one  nation  of  husbandmen,  whose  character  has  communicated  itself,  in  a 
great  degree,  to  the  most  profligate  of  those,  whom  compulsion  or  des- 
pair from  time  to  time  introduced.  While  the  purity  of  manners  was  in 
this  way  preserved,  that  firmness  of  principles  in  religion  and  politics  was 
maintained,  which  had  so  eminently  contributed  to  the  estabUshment  of 
colonies.  Sentiments  of  freedom  might  find  an  asylum  in  America,  when 
even  in  Switzerland  it  should  no  longer  be  lawful  to  think  beyond  the  rules."! 

The  "  Account  of  the  European  Settlements  in  America," 
published  in  London,  in  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  and 
ascribed  to  Edmund  Burke,  has  always  possessed  a  great 
and  deserved  authority.  It  holds  the  following  language, 
besides  much  more  in  the  same  strain,  to  which  I  may  here- 
after advert. 

"  The  Puritans  established  themselves  at  a  place  which  they  called  New 
Plymouth.  They  were  but  few  in  number;  they  landed  in  a  bad  season; 
and  they  were  not  at  all  supported  but  from  their  private  funds.  The 
winter  was  premature,  and  terribly  cold.  The  country  was  covered  with 
wood,  and  afforded  very  little  for  the  refreshment  of  persons,  sickly  with 
such  a  voyage,  or  for  the  sustenance  of  an  infant  people.  Near  half  of  them 
perished  by  the  scurvy,  by  want,  and  the  severity  of  the  climate  ;  but  they 
who  survived,  were  not  dispirited  with  their  losses,  nor  with  the  hardships 
they  were  still  to  endure  ;  supported  by  the  vigour  which  was  then  the  cha- 
racter of  the  Englishmen,  and  by  the  satisfaction  of  finding  themselves  out 
of  the  reach  of  the  spiritual  arm,  they  reduced  this  savage  country  to  yield 
them  a  tolerable  livelihood,  and  by  degrees  a  comfortable  subsistence.  This 
little  establishment  was  made  in  the  year  1621.  It  was  in  the  year  1629, 
that  the  colony  began  to  flourish  in  such  a  manner,  that  they  soon  became 
a  considerable  people.  By  the  close  of  the  ensuing  year  they  had  built  four 
towns,  Salem,  Dorchester,  Charlestown,  and  Boston,  which  has  since  become 
the  capital  of  New  England." 

"  Their  exact  and  sober  manners  proved  a  substitute  for  a  proper  subor- 
dination, and  regular  form  of  government,  v.  hich  they  had  for  some  time 
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PART  I.  wanted,  and  the  want  of  which,  in  such  a  country,  had  otlierwise  been  felt 
^'e^rv  severely.  The  people,  by  their  being-  generally  freeholders,  and 
by  their  form  of  government,  acquired  a  very  free,  bold,  and  republican 
spirit " 

"  The  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  space  of  about  seventy 
years,  from  a  beginning  of  a  few  hundreds  of  re  fugees  and  indigent  men, 
has  grown  to  be  a  numerous  and  flourishing  people ;  a  people,  v.  ho  from  a 
perfect  wilderness,  have  brougiit  their  territoiy  to  a  state  of  great  cultiva- 
tion, and  filled  it  with  wealthy  and  populous  towns ;  and  who,  in  the 
midst  of  a  fierce  and  lawless  race  of  men,  h^\e  preserved  themselves 
with  unarmed  hands  and  passive  principles,  by  the  rules  of  moderation  and 
justice,  better  than  any  other  people  has  done  by  policy  and  arms." — Vol.ii. 
p.  196. 

The  "  Political  Annals  of  the  United  Colonies,  by  George 
Chalmers,"  are  remarkable  for  authentic  and  ample  details, 
and  were  published  in  the  course  of  our  revolutionary 
war,  under  the  auspices  of  the  British  government.  The 
author  displays  throughout,  the  design  of  discrediting  the 
American  cause,  particularly^  the  pretensions  of  New  Eng- 
land. He  is  a  witness  whom  I  shall  often  produce,  and 
whose  evidence,  when  given  m  favour  of  the  colonies^  is 
entitled  to  especial  weight,  not  only  on  account  of  his  politi- 
cal aims  and  prejudices,  but  from  the  strength  of  his  under- 
standing, the  nature  of  the  records  to  which  he  had  access, 
and  the  diligence  of  his  researches.  Of  the  settlement  of 
New  England  he  speaks  thus : — 

*' When  New  Plymouth  consisted  only  of  two  hundred  persons,  of  all  ■ 
ages  and  sexes,  it  repulsed  its  enemies,  and  secured  its  borders  with  a  gal- 
lantry worthy  of  its  parent  country,  because  it  stood  alone  in  the  desert, 
without  the  hope  of  aid." — p.  494. 

"Though  religious  matters  engaged  much  of  the  attention  of  the  first 
planters  in  Massachusetts,  they  seem  to  have  been  extremely  industrious  in 
temporal  affairs.  All  their  laws  had  a  natural  tendency  to  exclude  luxury, 
and  to  promote  diligence.  When  the  civil  wars  commenced,  they  had  al- 
ready planted  fifty  towns  and  villages;  they  had  erected  upwards  of  thirty 
churches,  and  ministers'  houses;  and  they  had  improved  their  plantations  to 
a  high  degree  of  cultivation." 

"  At  the  same  time  that  these  colonists  (the  people  of  New  England) 
very  prudently  preferred  the  blessings  of  peace,  they  M  ere  not  afraid  of  the 
disasters  of  war.  They  easily  repelled  an  unprovoked  attack  of  the  neigh- 
bouring Indians,  with  a  becoming  bravery.  They  soon  after  made  a  peace 
with  that  people,  which  does  equal  honour  to  their  justice  and  good  sense: 
and  they  long  enjoyed  all  the  blessings  of  a  government  conducted  at  once 
with  prudence  and  vigour." — p.  89. 

*'  Notwithstanding  the  long  train  of  pubhc  disputes  with  the  mother  coun- 
try. New  England  flourished  prodigiously.  She  promoted  successfully  the 
operations  of  agriculture,  she  augmented  her  manufactures,  and  extended 
her  commerce,  and  she  acquired  wealth  and  population  in  proportion  to  the 
greatness  of  all  these  ;  because  the  rough  hand  of  oppression  had  not 
touched  the  labours  of  the  inhabitants,  or  interrupted  the  freedom  of  their 
pursuits." — p.  416. 


2.  The  composition  of  the  first  settlements,  particularly  that 
of  Virginia j  was  early,  and  continues  to  be,  the  theme  of 
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much  raillery,  and  serious  accusation.  The  coarse  jest,  SECT  II. 
which  I  have  before  noticed,  has  been  received  and  treated ^•■^"^^'^^w 
in  England  as  an  historical  fact.^  Yet,  nothing  is  better 
established,  than  that  the  Puritans  by  whom  Nev/  England 
was  originally  inhabited,  and  successively  replenished,  were 
not  only  such  in  their  moral  character  and  domestic  habits, 
as  they  are  described  in  the  quotations  I  have  made,  but,  for 
the  most  part,  men  of  substance,  and  of  a  respectable  rank 
in  life.  In  the  year  1630,  ten  ships  were  sent  to  Massachu- 
setts from  England,  with  several  hundred  passengers,  many 
of  whom,  says  Macpherson,  in  the  second  volume  of  his  An- 
nals of  Commerce,  were  ^''persons  of  considerable  fashion.'^'' 
The  leader  of  the  congregation  of  dissidents,  who  founded 
the  new  commonwealth  at  Plymouth,  in  1620,  is  described, 
even  by  the  enemies  of  his  sect,  "  as  a  person  of  excellent 
parts,  and  of  a  most  learned,  polished,  and  modest  spirit." — 
And  it  is  impossible  to  read  the  terse  and  touching  language 
used  by  those  virtuous  exiles,  in  applying  to  their  intolerant 
countrymen  for  a  patent,  without  acknowledging,  that  they 
must  have  been  of  a  superior  cast  of  mind  in  all  respects. — 
"  They  were  well  weaned  from  the  delicate  milk  of  their 
"  country,  and  inured  to  the  difficulties  of  a  strange  land  : 
"  They  were  knit  together  in  a  strict  and  sacred  bond,  by 
"  virtue  of  which  they  held  themselves  bound  to  take  care  of 
"  the  good  of  each  other,  and  of  the  whole  :  It  was  not  with 
"them  as  with  other  men,  wdiom  small  things  could  discour- 
"  age,  or  small  discontents  cause  to  wish  themselves  at  home 
"  again,"  &:c.  &c. 

It  is  accurately  stated  by  Ramsay ,f  that  the  first  settlers  of 
New  England  in  general,  had  been  educated  at  the  English 
Universities,  and  were  imbued  with  all  the  learning  of  the 
times;  that  not  a  few  of  the  early  emigrant  ministers  possessed 
considerable  erudition;  and  that  numbers  of  clergymen  of  this 
description,  came  over  nearly  together,  in  consequence  of  the 
parliamentary  act  of  uniformitv',  passed  in  1662,  when  upwards 
of  two  thousand  Puritan  ministers  were,  in  one  day,  ejected 

*  "  The  Americans  are  the  modem  Jews,  possessing  all  the  qualities  of 
the  ancient,  under  different  masks.  They  pervade  every  country  on  the 
face  of  the  earth,  and  with  the  phrases  of  liberty,  morality,  and  religion,  they 
deceive  the  most  wary,  and  the  most  hypocritical.  Mr.  Fox  has  had  ample 
experience  of  the  tribes  of  Israel ;  let  him  beware  of  the  refined  and  com- 
plicated cunning  of  that  race,  ivhose  Adam  and  Eve  emigrated  from  .Xexvgate" — 
Critical  Review,  third  series,  vol  iii.  1806. 

"The  Americans  are  a  race  of  convicts,  and  ought  to  be  tliankful  for 
any  thing-  we  allow  them,  short  of  hanging.— Dr.  Johnson — ap.  Boswell, 
vol.  ii. 

j  Colonial  Civil  History,  p.  235. 
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PART  I.  from  their  livings  in  England.*  The  Massachusetts  planta- 
*«^^^^^^  tion  may  be  considered  as  the  parent  of  all  the  other  settle- 
ments in  New  England.  There  was  no  emigration  from  the 
mother  country  to  any  part  of  the  continent  northward  of 
Maryland,  except  to  Massachusetts,  for  more  than  fifty 
years  from  the  birth  of  this  colony .f 

Among  the  one  hundred  and  five  adventurers  who  sailed 
from  England  with  captain  Newport,  in  1607,  and  founded 
Jamestown,  in  Virginia,  several  officers  of  high  family  con- 
nexions, and  of  much  personal  distinction,  are  designated 
by  the  historians.  The  first  accession  of  females  to  the 
Virginia  settlement,  may  be  cited  by  the  Virginian  of  the 
present  day,  without  a  blush  for  his  lineage.  "  In  order," 
says  Chalmers,  "  to  settle  the  minds  of  the  colonists,  and  to 
induce  them  to  make  Virginia  their  place  of  residence  and 
continuance,  it  was  proposed  to  send  thither  one  hundred 
maids,  as  wives  for  them :  ninety  girls,  '  young  and  uncor- 
rupt,'  were  transported  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1620; 
and  sixty  more,  '  handsome  and  recommended  for  virtu- 
ous demeanour,'  in  the  subsequent  year.:|:"  Robertson  is 
still  more  particular  in  noticing  the  respectability  of  these 
females.  The  descent  from  mothers  of  this  character,  is 
at  least  as  reputable  as  from  the  "  maids  of  honour"  of 
the  court  of  Charles  II — and  the  fathers  who  reclaimed 
the  wilderness  and  built  up  a  free  state,  transmitted  a 
blood  which  might  be  deemed  as  pure  and  noble,  as  any  that 
runs  in  the  veins  of  the  progeny  of  the  debauched  and  venal 
parasites  of  that  monarch.  We  are  told  by  Robertson,^ 
that,  in  the  time  of  the  Commonwealth,  many  adherents  to 
the  royal  party,  and  among  these,  some  gentlemen  of  good 

*  Hume  notices  \his  transaction,  in  his  History,  in  tlie  foUowing-  terms : 
"However  odious  Vane  and  Lambert  were  to  the  Presbyterians,  that  party- 
had  no  leisure  to  rejoice  at  their  condemnation.  The  fatal  St.  Barthol(»mew 
approached ;  the  day,  when  the  clergy  were  obliged  by  the  late  law,  either 
to  relinquish  their  livings,  or  to  sign  the  articles  required  of  them,  declaring 
their  assent  to  every  thing  contained  in  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  &c. 
A  combination  liad  been  entered  into  by  the  more  zealous  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian ecclesiastics,  to  refuse  the  subscription;  in  hopes  that  the  bishops  would 
not  dare  at  once  to  expel  so  great  a  number  of  the  most  popular  preachers. 
The  king,  himself,  by  his  irresolute  conduct,  contributed,  either  from  design 
or  accident,  to  increase  this  opinion.  Above  all,  the  terms  of  subscription 
had  been  made  very  strict  and  rigid,  on  purpose  to  disgust  all  the  zealous  and 
scru])ulous  among  the  Presbyterians,  and  deprive  them  of  their  livings. 
About  two  thousand  of  the  clergy  in  one  day  relinquished  their  cures  ;  and, 
to  the  great  asto7iishment  of  the  court,  sacrificed  tJieir  interest  to  their  religioiLS 
tenets.^' — Chapter  63. 

f  Hutchinson's  History  of  Massachusetts— Preface. 
Page  46. 

§  History  of  America,  vol.  iv. 
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families,  in  order  to  avoid  danger  and  oppression,  to  which  SECT 
they  were  exposed  in  England,  or  in  hopes  of  repairing  their  v^*^ 
ruined  fortunes,  resorted  to  Virginia.  Lord  Clarendon  bears 
testimony  to  this  fact  in  his  History  of  the  Rebellion.  "  Out 
of  confidence  in  Sir  William  Berkeley,  the  governor  of  Vir- 
ginia, who  had  industriously  invited  many  gentlemen  and 
others  thither,  as  to  a  place  of  security,  which  he  could  de- 
fend against  anv  attempt,  and  where  they  might  live  plenti- 
fully, many  persons  of  condition,  and  good  officers  in  the 
war,  had  transported  themselves  with  all  the  estate  they  had 
been  able  to  pre  serve. ""^  Chalmers  may  be  quoted  to  a  si- 
milar purport,  and  to  the  general  character  of  the  early  Vir- 
ginians. "  The  instructions  of  Charles  I,  gave  large  tracts 
"  of  land  to  individuals,  men  of  consideration  and  wealth, 
"  who  roused  by  religion,  or  ambition,  or  caprice,  removed 
"  to  Virginia,  and  the  population  of  that  colony  had  increas- 
"  ed  to  about  twenty  thousand  souls  at  the  commencement 
of  the  civil  wars." — p.  125. 

"  The  Virginians  being  animated  by  timely  supplies  from 
"  England,  displayed  a  vigor  in  design  and  action,  which 
"  men,  when  left  to  themselves  amid  dangers,  never  fail  to 
"  exert.  They  rejected  the  timid  counsels  of  those,  who  ad- 
"  vised  them  to  abandon  their  settlements,  and  retire  to  the 
"  eastern  shore  of  the  Chesapeake.  They  not  only  resisted 
"  the  attacks  of  their  implacable  enemies,  but  with  the  ac- 
"  customed  bravery  of  Englishmen,  pursued  them  into  their 
"  fastnesses.  And  now,  for  the  first  time,  the  aborigines  re- 
"  ceded  from  the  rivers,  and  from  the  plantations  around  ; 
"  leaving  their  opponents  in  possession  of  the  territories  that 
"  their  swords  had  won." — p.  63. 

If  we  turn  to  Maryland,  we  may  appeal  to  the  same  author 
with  equal  confidence. 

*'  The  first  emigration  to  Marylanxl,  consisting-  of  about  two  hundred  gen- 
tlemen of  considerable  fortune  aiid  rank,  with  their  adherents,  who  were  com- 
posed chiefly  of  Roman  Cathohcs,  sailed  from  England  in  November,  1632." 

"The  Roman  Catholics,  unhappy  in  their  native  land,  and  desirous  of  a 
peaceful  asylum  in  Maryland,  emigrated  in  considerable  numbers.  Lord  Bal- 
timore laid  the  foundation  of  his  province  upon  the  broad  basis  of  security  to 
property,  and  of  freedom  in  religion;  granting  in  absolute  fee  fifty  acres  of 
land  to  every  emigrant ;  establishing  Christianity  agreeably  to  the  old  com- 
mon law,  of  which  it  is  a  part,  without  allowing  pre-eminence  to  any  particu- 
lar sect."— p.  208. 

"  In  order  chiefly  to  procure  the  assent  of  the  freemen  cf  Maryland  to  a 
body  of  laws  which  the  proprietary  had  transmitted,  Calvert,  the  governor, 
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PART  I.  called  a  new  assembly  in  1637-8.  But,  rejecting  these  with  a  becoming  spirit, 
they  prepared  a  collection  of  regulations,  which  demonstrate  equally  their 
good  sense  and  the  state  of  their  affairs" — p.  211. 

*'  The  assembly  of  Maryland  endeavoured,  with  a  laudable  anxiety,  to 
preserve  the  peace  of  the  church;  and  though  composed  chiefly  of  Romar 
Catholics,  it  adopted  that  measure,  which  could  alone  prove  absolutely  suc- 
cessful. The  act  w  hich  it  passed,  •  concerning  religion,'  recited,  '  that  the  en- 
forcement of  the  conscience  had  been  of  dangerous  consequence  in  those 
countries  wherein  it  had  been  practised.'  And  it  enacted,  that  no  persons  be- 
Reving  in  Jesus  Christ  shall  be  molested  in  respect  of  their  religion,  or  in  the  fret 
exercise  thereof  or  be  compelled  to  the  belief  or  exercise  of  any  other  reli- 
gion, against  their  consent ;  so  that  they  be  not  unfaithful  to  the  proprietary, 
or  conspire  not  against  the  civil  government :  that  persons  molesting  any 
other  in  respect  of  his  religious  tenets,  shall  pay  treble  damages  to  the  party 
aggrieved,  and  twenty  shillings  to  the  proprietary.  That  those  reproacfdng 
any  ivith  opprobrious  names  of  religious  distinction,  shall  forfeit  ten  shillings  to 
the  persons  injured." — p.  218. 

Maryland  derived  a  part  of  her  population  from  the  other 
provinces.  The  Puritans  persecuted  by  the  established 
church  in  Virginia,  the  Quakers  oppressed  by  the  synod 
of  Massachusetts,  and  the  Dutch  expelled  from  Delaware, 
sought  and  found  a  generous  protection,  and  entire  freedom 
of  religious  worship,  in  the  Roman  Catholic  colony.  New 
York  was  first  settled  by  the  Dutch,  at  the  time  when  they 
had  just  shaken  off  the  yoke  of  Spain ;  when  they  display- 
ed national  energies  and  virtues  of  the  highest  order,  and 
pursued  a  more  liberal  and  enlightened  policy,  with  respect 
to  civil  liberty,  religion,  and  trade,  than  any  other  people  of 
Europe.  The  emigrants  from  Holland  to  North  America, 
brought  with  them,  the  characteristic  industry  and  sobriety, 
the  tolerant  spirit  and  sound  economics,  of  the  commercial 
republic.  The  original  population  of  New  Jersey  was  com- 
posed of  Swedes  and  Hollanders,  and  of  emigrants  from  the 
northern  colonies  :  That  of  Pennsylvania  needs  not  be  cele- 
brated by  a  reference  to  the  parent  state.  The  common- 
wealth which  the  wise  and  humane  associates  of  Penn,  the 
laborious,  frugal,  and  orderly  Germans,  and  the  intelligent, 
active,  and  generous  Irish,  formed  and  brought  to  beauty 
and  solidity,  in  so  short  a  time,  is  a  monument,  eloquent 
enough  in  itself ;  a  creation,  upon  which  no  European  writer 
has  looked  steadily,  without  bursting  into  expressions  of  ad- 
miration. Even  the  austere  loyalty  of  Chalmers,  is  relaxed 
by  it,  and  the  following  emphatic  testimony  extorted  from 
his  convictions. 

"  As  a  supplement  to  the  frame  of  government  for  Pennsylvania,  there 
was  published  a  body  of  'laws  agreed  upon  in  England  by  the  Adven- 
turers,' \\  hich  was  intended  as  a  great  charter.  And  it  does  great  honour  to 
their  wisdom  as  statesmen,  to  their  morals  as  men,  to  then-  spirit  as  colonists. 
A  j)lantation  reared  on  such  a  seed-plot,  could  not  fail  to  grow  up  with 
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rapidity,  to  advance  fast  to  maturity,  to  attract  the  notice  of  the  world." —  SECT, 
p.  643. 

"  The  numerous  laws,  which  were  enacted  at  the  first  settlement  of  Penn- 
sylvania, which  do  so  much  honour  to  its  good  sense,  display  the  principles 
of  the  people  ;  these  legislative  regulations  kept  them  alive  long  after  the 
original  spirit  began  to  droop  and  expire.  Had  Pennsylvania  been  less 
blessed  by  nature,  she  must  have  become  flourishing  and  great,  because  it 
was  a  principle  of  her  great  charter,  *  that  children  should  be  taught  some 
useful  trade,  to  the  end  that  none  may  be  idle,  but  the  poor  may  work  to 
live,  and  the  rich,  if  they  become  poor,  may  not  want.'  That  country  must 
become  commercial,  which  compels  factors,  wronging  their  employers,  to 
make  satisfaction,  and  one-third  over ;  which  subjects  not  only  the  goods, 
but  the  lands  of  the  debtor,  to  the  payment  of  debts ;  because  it  is  the 
credit  given  by  all  to  all,  that  forms  the  essence  of  traffic.  We  ought  natu- 
rally to  expect  great  internal  order  when  a  fundamental  law  declares,  that 
every  thing  •  which  excites  the  people  to  rudeness,  cruelty,  and  irreligion, 
shall  be  discouraged  and  severely  punished.'  And  religious  controversy 
could  not  disturb  her  repose,  when  none,  acknowledging  one  God,  and 
living  peaceably  in  society,  could  be  molested  for  his  opinions  or  his  prac- 
tice, or  compelled  to  frequent  and  maintain  any  ministry  whatsoever.  To 
the  regulations  which  were  thus  established  as  fundamentals,  must  chiefly 
be  attributed  the  rapid  improvement  of  this  colony,  the  spirit  of  diligence, 
order  and  economy,  for  which  the  Pennsylvanians  have  been  at  all  times  so 
celebrated." — p.  643, 

Swedes  and  Fins,  a  simple  and  virtuous  race  of  men, 
opened  the  soil  of  Delaware,  and  were  joined  by  the  Dutch, 
and  by  emigrants  of  different  nations,  from  the  neighbouring 
provinces.  New  England,  Virginia,  and  Pennsylvania, 
gave  the  first  inhabitants  to  the  Carolinas.  In  consequence 
of  the  revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nantz,  a  multitude  of 
French  Protestants  of  the  most  respectable  families,  es- 
tablished themselves  in  South  Carolina.  These  were  fol- 
lowed, at  different  intervals,  by  numbers  of  their  own  coun- 
trymen, and  of  Germans  and  Swiss  professing  the  same  re- 
ligious tenets.  The  character  of  the  French  settlers  hag 
been  recently  pourtrayed  by  a  young  American,  in  a  lan- 
guage which  I  am  proud  to  quote,  as  a  specimen  of  what  is 
produced  in  those  literary  societies,  whose  existence  even, 
the  European  critics  would  not,  in  all  likelihood,  condescend 
to  notice. 

**  History  derives  more  than  half  its  value  from  the  moral  parallels  and 
contrasts,  which  it  suggests.  !t  is  a  singular  coincidence  of  this  sort,  that 
between  the  years  1682  and  1688,  at  the  very  time  that  William  Penn,  the 
gentlest  and  purest  of  all  rulers,  was  rendering  his  name  for  ever  illustrious, 
by  establishing  in  America,  a  refuge  for  the  wretched  and  oppressed  of 
the  whole  earth;  Louis  XIV,  one  of  the  most  gorgeous  and  heartless  of 
sovereigns,  was  delivering  up  three  hundred  thousand  families  of  his  Pro- 
testant subjects  to  the  atrocious  tyranny  of  the  fanatical  Le  Tellier,  and  the 
sanguinaiy  Louvois ;  and  by  his  ambition  of  universal  empire  abroad,  and 
his  bigotry  and  ostentation  at  home,  was  preparing  for  France  those  calami- 
ties which  have  since  fallen  upon  her.  The  Huguenots  were  the  most 
moral,  industrious,  and  intelligent  part  of  the  French  population,  and  when 
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PART  I.  they  were  expelled  from  their  native  countr}',  they  enriched  all  Europe  with 
the  commerce  and  arts  of  France.  Many  of  the  mo'e  enterprising  of  them, 
finding  themselves  sliut  out,  by  the  narrow  policy  of  the  French  court  from 
Louisiana,  where  they  had  proposed  to  found  a  colony,  turned  their  course 
to  New  York  and  to  South  Carolina,  where  they  soon  melted  into  the  mass 
of  the  population. 

"  Certainly,  we  cannot  wish  to  see  perpetuated  among  us  the  old  Asiatic 
and  European  notions  of  indelible  hereditary  excellence;  and  equally  wild 
are  those  theories  of  a  fantastical  philosophy,  which  would  resolve  all  the 
intellectual  and  moral  qualities  of  man  into  accidental  physical  causes.  But 
surely  there  is  a  point  at  which  good  feeling  and  sound  philosophy  can 
meet,  and  agree  in  ascribing  the  best  parts  of  our  character  to  the  moral  in- 
fluence of  a  virtuous  and  intelligent  ancestry. 

*'  Considering  the  subject  in  this  light,  we  may  well  look  back,  with  pride, 
to  our  Huguenot  forefathers.  The  modern  historians  of  France  have  rarely 
done  them  full  justice.  The  decline  which  the  - loss  of  their  industry  and 
arts  caused  in  the  commerce  of  their  own  country,  and  the  sudden  increase 
of  wealth  and  power  which  England  and  Holland  derived  from  them,  are 
sufficient  proofs  that  their  general  character  was  such  as  I  have  described. 
Nor  are  they  to  be  regarded  Sulcly  as  prosperous  merchants,  and  laborious 
and  frugal  artisans. 

*'  The  French  character  never  appeared  with  more  true  lustre  than  it  did 
in  the  elder  protestants.  Witliout  stopping  to  expatiate  in  the  praise  of 
their  divines  and  scholars,  Calvin,  Beza,  Salmasius,  and  tlie  younger  Scaliger; 
Claude,  Jurieu,  Amylraut,  and  Saurin,  nor  on  those  of  Sully,  the  brave,  the 
wise,  the  incorruptible,  the  patriotic  ;  I  shall  only  observe,  that  though  his 
own  countrymen  have  been  negligent  of  his  glory,  and  choose  to  rest  the 
fame  of  French  chivalry  on  tlitir  Dunois,  their  Pjayard,  their  Du  Guescelin 
and  their  Crillon,  we  may  searcli  tlieir  history  in  vain  for  a  parallel  to  that 
beautiful  union  of  the  intrepid  soldier  with  the  profound  scholar,  of  the 
adroit  politician  with  the  man  of  unbending  principle,  of  the  rigid  moralist 
and  the  accomplished  gentleman,  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  life  of  the 
Huguenot  chief,  Mornai  Du  Plessis. 

"  Many  of  those  who  emigrated  to  this  country,  after  the  revocation  of 
the  edict  of  Nantz.  were'  the  companions,  the  sons,  or  the  disciples  of  these 
men,  and  they  brought  hither  a  most  valuable  accession  of  intelhgence, 
knowledge,  and  enterprise."* 

A  considerable  number  of  Palatines  rivalling  the  Dutch  in 
habits  of  industry  and  order,  settled  in  North  Carolina,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century.  The  memorable  ravages 
of  war  committed  at  that  period  in  the  countries  of  the 
Rhine,  drove  into  England  seven  thousand  of  the  ruined  inha- 
bitants. Palatines  and  Suabians.  Three  thousand  of  them 
were  transported  to  New  York,  and  a  part  of  these  found  their 
way  into  the  other  provinces.  It  seems  incredible,  yet  is  mat- 
ter of  parliamentary  record,  that  the  expense  incurred  for  their 
transportation, — not  more  beneficial  to  them,  than  to  the  co- 
lonies which  received  them — drew  complaints  from  the  Bri- 
tish House  of  Commons.  A  body  styling  itself  the  citadel  of 
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Protestantism,  and  the  refuge  of  the  victims  of  Catholic  SECT  il. 
bigotry,  could,  nevertheless,  in  a  formal  representation  to  v,>^>rw 
Queen  Anne,  discourse  querimoniously  of  "  the  squandering 
*^  away  great  sums  upon  the  Palatines,  a  useless  people,  a  mix- 
"  ture  of  all  religions,  and  dangerous  to  the  constitution," — 
with  the  declaration  besides,  that  "  it  held  those  who  advised 
the  bringing  them  over  to  England,  as  enemies  to  the  queen 
and  kingdom."  How  different  the  conduct  of  the  unpretend- 
ing Quakers  of  Pennsylvania,  by  whom  the  portion  of  the 
wretched  exiles  that  took  shelter  there,  was — not  defamed 
or  stinted,  but,  according  to  an  English  writer,  most  kindly 
entertained  and  assisted  \^ 

The  poverty  and  humble  condition  of  a  part  of  the  emi- 
grants to  the  middle  and  southern  provinces,  constitute  the 
heaviest  reproach  to  which  they  are  liable,  if  we  accept,  indeed, 
the  circumstance, — notable  in  the  case  of  Georgia,  particular- 
ly— of  so  many  of  them  being  Scotchmen  ;  which  forms,  no 
doubt,  a  just  subject  of  ridicule  for  the  wits  of  Edinburgh. 
The  general  estimation  in  which  our  emigrant  ancestors 
should  be  held,  is  proclaimed  in  the  rapid  growth,  strength, 
order,  and  felicity  of  the  communities  which  they  added  to  the 
British  empire.  The  mighty  difficulties  which  they  vanquished 
—the  conquests  which  they  made  over  nature,  and  over  a  sa- 
vage enemy  greatly  exceeding  them  in  numbers  and  the  mean^ 
of  annoyancef — the  freedom  and  liberality  of  their  institutions, 
and  the  integrity  in  which  those  institutions  were  preserved — 
the  solicitude  and  success  with  which  they  laboured  to  ren- 
der universal  among  them  an  acquaintance  with  the  rudi- 
ments of  learning — all  these  points  which  I  propose  to  enlarge 
upon  in  the  subsequent  pages — demonstrate  the  noblest  qua- 
lities ;  enterprize,  industry,  perseverance,  valour,  sagacity, 
humane,  and  broad  views,  setting  them  plainly  above  the  mass 
of  their  cotemporaries  in  Europe. 

The  white  population  of  Georgia  consisted  of  only  fifty 
thousand  souls  in  the  year  1775,  and  but  forty-five  years  had 
then  elapsed  since  the  foundation  of  the  colony :  yet  though 
so  weak,  and  though  vulnerable  and  sure  of  being  assailed  on 
every  side,  she  joined,  in  that  year,  the  confederacy  against  the 
mother  country.  The  character  of  her  founder,  general  Ogle- 
thorpe,— who  lived  to  see  her  independence  and  sovereignty- 
acknowledged — was  such  as  to  have  hallowed  that  of  the 
exiles  who  seconded  his  plans  of  civil  government,  and  fought 
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PART  T.  under  his  banners  against  the  Indians  and  Spaniards.  The 
^^■^'"^''^w  Oglethorpes,  the  Robinsons,  the  Penns,  the  Roger  Williams', 
the  Smiths,  the  Calverts,  may  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
worthies  to  whom  Adam  Smith  alludes,  in  the  following  pas- 
sage of  the  fourth  book  of  his  Wealth  of  Nations.  "  It  was 
"  not  the  wisdom  and  policy,  but  the  disorder  and  injustice 
"  of  the  European  governments,  which  peopled  and  cultivat- 
"  ed  America.  In  what  way,  then,  has  the  policy  of  Europe 
"  contributed  either  to  the  first  establishment,  or  to  the  pre- 

sent  grandeur  of  the  colonies  of  America?  In  one  way, 
"  and  in  one  way  only,  it  has  contributed  a  good  deal.  Magna 

virum  mater  It  bred  and  formed  the  men  who  were  capa- 
"  ble  of  achieving  such  great  actions,  and  of  laying  the  foun- 

dation  of  so  great  an  empire  ;  and  there  is  no  other  quarter 
*'  of  the  world,  of  Avhich  the  policy  is  capable  of  forming,  or 
"  ever  has  actually  and  in  fact,  formed,  such  men  The  colo- 

nies  owe  to  Europe  the  education  and  great  views  of  their 
"  active  and  enterprising  founders,  and  some  of  the  greatest 
"  and  most  important  of  them,  so  far  as  concerns  their  inter- 
"  nal  government,  owe  to  it  scarce  any  thing  else." 

3.  The  occasional  exportation  to  the  plantations,  of  those 
whom  the  government  of  England  chose  to  denominate  con- 
victs, vagrants,  and  "  dissolute  persons,"  is  the  most  plausi- 
ble ground  for  the  language  of  contempt  and  derision,  which 
has  been  so  commonly  indulged  with  respect  to  the  original 
stock  of  these  States.  The  fact  taken  in  the  broad  and  un- 
qualified manner  in  which  it  is  usually  announced,  would  ex- 
alt but  little  the  generosity  and  justice  of  the  mother  country, 
if  the  character  of  the  first  and  voluntary  settlers  be  admitted 
to  have  been  such  as  it  appears  in  the  foregoing  pages,  upon 
the  testimony  of  the  British  writers.  An  impartial  investiga- 
tion of  this  subject  gives  it,  however,  a  different  complexion 
from  that  which  it  commonly  wears. 

Franklin  calculated  in  1751,*  that  there  were  then  one  mil- 
lion or  upwards  of  English  souls  in  North  America,  and  that 
scarce  eight)^  thousand  had  been  brought  over  sea.  Among  this 
number  of  emigrants,  not  one-eighth  was  of  the  description 
mentioned  above;  and  it  is  certain,  from  the  uniform  acknow- 
ledgmentof  history,  that  those  who  were,  did  not  adulterate,^ut 
imbibed,  themselves,  in  a  great  degree,  the  character  of  their 
predecessors.  Numbers  became,  in  process  of  time,  laborious 
and  orderly  citizens;  anxious  and  exemplary  fathers  of  families. 


*  Essay  on  Population. 
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I  have  quoted  in  p.  27,  some  remarks  made  by  Mr.  Brougham  SECT, 
in  his  "  Colonial  Policy/'  which  bear  upon  the  true  theory  of  ^.^'^ 
this  point ;  and  I  may  add  here  from  the  same  work,  "  that  if 
"  the  convicts  in  the  colony  of  New  Holland,  though  sur- 
"  rounded  on  the  voyage,  and  in  the  settlement,  by  the  com- 

panions  of  their  iniquities,  have,  in  a  great  degree,  been  re- 
"  claimed,  by  the  mere  change  of  scene,  what  might  not  be 

expected  from  such  a  change  as  that  which  the  transported 
"persons  experienced  on  arriving  in  America?"* 

It  is  to  be  noted,  that  the  real  convicts  were  received  by 
the  colonists  not  as  companions,  but  as  servants  ;  and  if  the 
circumstance  of  their  comparative  paucity  did  not  render 
absurd  a  general  reproach  upon  our  descent,  it  is  difficult  to 
conceive  wh}^  any  generation  in  Great  Britain  should  not  be 
stigmatized  in  its  origin,  on  account  of  the  much  more  consi- 
derable proportion  of  "  dangerous  rogues,"  who  remained  at 
home.    Chalmers  tells  us,  that  "  it  is  to  James  I,  that  the 

British  nation  and  the  colonists  owe  the  policy  whether  sa- 
"  lutary  or  baneful,  of  sending  convicts  to  the  plantations." — 
The  excuse  which  this  writer  offers  for  the  British  nation, 
would  seem  fitted  to  operate  as  efficaciously  in  favour  of  the 
colonies  : — "  The  good  sense  of  those  davs  justly  considered 

that  their  labour  would  be  more  beneficial  in  an  infant  set- 
"  tlement,  which  had  an  immense  wilderness  to  cultivate, 

than  their  vices  could  possibly  be  pernicious."! 
But  there  are  other  considerations,  of  a  nature,  to  render 
a  Briton  cautious,  how  he  attempts  to  handle  this  topic  offen- 
sively. When  we  find  the  term  convicts  used,  in  reference  to 
the  persons  transported  during  three-fourths  of  the  seven- 
teenth century,  we  arp  not  to  understand  it  in  the  opprobi- 
ous  sense  in  which  it  is  generally  received,  and  was  tvranni- 
cally  meant  to  be  employed.  The  several  parties  who  alter- 
nately gained  the  ascendency  in  the  furious  struggles  of  that 
era,  in  England,  oppressed  and  exiled,  under  this  appella- 
tion, the  objects  of  their  political  resentment,  or  their  religi- 
ous intolerance.  Chalmers  even,  confesses,  that  the  only 
law  which,  in  the  time  of  James  I,  justified  the  infliction 
of  expulsion,  unknown  to  the  common  law,  was  the  statute  of 
Elizabeth,  which  enacted  that  "  dangerous  rogues  might  be 
"  banished  out  of  the  realms  ;"  and  he  adds  that  it  is  proba- 
ble obnoxious  men  were  transported  agreeably  to  the  genius 
of  the  administration  of  the  time — by  prerogative. 

The  extent  of  the  guilty  abuse  and  cruel  hardship  to  which 
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PART  I.  this  assumption  of  power  led,  can  be  readily  imagined,  from 
^^^"^"''^  the  facility  of  sweeping  off  the  obnoxious  and  distressed,  un- 
der the  denomination  of  vagrants,  or  "  dangerous  rogues." 
It  may  be  worth  whHe,  in  order  to  illustrate  the  point  further, 
to  refer  to  Sir  Josiah  Child's  account  of  the  peopling  of  the 
plantations,  which,  from  its  early  date,  carries  with  it  a  par- 
ticular authority,  and  which,  at  the  same  time,  furnishes  a 
Curious  picture  of  the  miserable  state  of  things  in  England 
at  the  epoch  in  question.  He  relates,  in  the  first  instance,^ 
that  Virginia  and  Barbadoes  were  partly  settled  by  a  loose, 
vagrant  people,  who  must,  if  there  had  been  no  English 
plantations, haA^e  starved  at  home,  or  "else  have  sold  them- 
"  selves  for  soldiers,  to  be  knocked  on  the  head,  or  starved 
"  in  the  quarrels  of  England's  neighbours,  as  many  thousands 
of  brave  Englishmen  were,  in  the  Low  Countries,  as  also 
in  the  wars  of  Germany,  France,  and  Sweden  ;  or  else,  if 
"they  could  by  begging  or  otherwise  arrive  to  the  stock  of 
"  two  shillings  and  six  pence,  to  waft  them  over  to  Holland, 
"  become  servants,  where  none  are  refused."  Then  come 
the  following  passages  : — 

"  But  the  principal  growth  and  increase  of  the  aforesaid  plantations  of 
Virginia  and  Barbadoes  happened  in,  or  immediately  after,  our  late  civil 
wars,  when  the  worsted  party,  by  the  fate  of  war,  being  deprived  of  their  es- 
tates, and  having  some  of  them  never  been  bred  to  labour,  and  others  made 
unfit  for  it,  by  the  lazy  habit  of  a  soldier's  life  ;  there  wanting  means  lo  main- 
tain them  all  abroad  with  his  majesty,  many  of  them  betook  themselves  to 
the  aforesaid  plantations,  and  great  numbers  of  Scots  soldiers,  of  his  majes- 
ty's army  after  Worcester  fight,  v,  ere,  by  the  then  prevailing  powers,  volun- 
tarily sent  thither y 

*•  Another  great  swarm,  or  accession  of  new  inhabitants,  to  the  aforesaid 
plantations,  as  also  to  New  England,  Jamaica,  and  all  others  his  majesty's 
plantations  in  the  West  Indies,  ensued  upon  his  majesty's  restoration,  when 
the  former  prevailing  party  being,  by  a  divine  hand  of  Providence,  brought 
under,  the  army  disbanded,  many  officers  displaced,  and  all  the  new  purcha- 
sers of  public  titles,  dispossessed  of  their  pretended  lands,  estates,  &c.  many 
became  impoverished,  and  destitute  of  employment;  and,  therefore,  such  as 
could  find  no  way  of  living  at  home,  and  some  who  feared  the  re-establish- 
ment of  the  ecclesiastical  laws,  under  which  they  could  not  live,  were  forced 
to  transport  tViemselves,  or  sell  themselves  for  a  few  years,  to  be  transported  by 
others  to  the  foreign  English  plantations.**  And  some  were  of  those  people 
called  Quakers,  banished  for  meeting  on  pretence  of  religious  worship." 

In  noticing  the  prevalence  of  the  practice  of  transportation, 
after  the  Restoration,  Chalmers  remarks,  that  it  was  probably 
upon  the  authority  of  the  statute  which  empowered  the  king 
to  send  Quakers  to  the  colonies. f  This  is  the  statute  13, 14, 
ch.  ii.  c.  1,  "  for  preventing  the  dangers  that  may  arise  by 
*'  certain  persons  called  Quakers,  and  others  refusing  to  take 
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the  lawful  oaths ^  It  enacted,  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  SECT.  II. 
Jiis  majesty,  to  cause  such  refractory  persons  to  be  transported  v-^^v^v^ 
beyond  the  seas.  We  are  informed  by  Hume,^  that  Cromwell 
caused  the  royalists  who  engaged  in  conspiracies  against  his 
government,  to  be  sold  for  slaves  and  transported.  On  the 
suppression  of  Monmouth's  rebellion  against  James  II,  those 
of  his  followers  who  escaped  judicial  massacre,  were  treated 
in  the  same  way.  Chalmers  furnishes  from  the  records  of 
the  plantation  office  in  London,  a  letter  from  James  to  the 
governor  of  Virginia,  which  states,  that  the  crown  "  had  been 

graciously  pleased  to  extend  its  mercy  to  many  rebellious 
*'  subjects  who  had  taken  up  arms  against  it ;  by  ordering  their 

transportation  to  the  plantations  and  which  directs  the  go- 
vernor to  propose  a  bill  to  the  assembly  for  preventing  the 
convicts,  those  rebellious  subjects,  from  redeeming  them- 
selvs  by  money,  or  otherwise,  until  the  expiration  of  ten  years 
at  least.  The  assembly  refused  to  co-operate  in  this  scheme 
of  royal  vengeance,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Virginia  received 
the  victims  with  a  sympathy  due  to  their  situation. 

Either  from  a  sense  of  the  futility  of  expostulation,  or 
from  the  advantage  which  the  labour  of  the  convicts  pro- 
mised, or  from  a  knowledge  of  the  fact  which  must  now  be 
clear  to  all,  that  most  of  the  persons  transported  were  but  the 
victims  of  misfortune,  and  of  the  tyranny  or  bigotry  of  their 
countrymen,  the  colonists  did  not  at  first  condemn,  nor  remon- 
strate against  the  system  of  transportation.  But  it  had  not  been 
nursued  long  after  the  Restoration,  before  open  opposition  was 
inade.  Maryland  ventured  even  to  legislate  adversely,  and 
drew  upon  herself,  in  consequence,  the  reprobation  of  the 
crown  lawyers,  who  contended  that  every  law  of  the  colonial 
legislature,  passed  to  restrain  a  measure  that  was  allowed  and 
encouraged  by  acts  of  parliament,  was  void  ab  initio.  "  Whe- 

ther,"  says  Chalmers,  from  the  two  great  numbers  brought 
"  into  Maryland,  or  from  an  apprehension  that  their  vices 

might  contaminate  the  morals  of  the  colonists,  the  introduc- 
*'  tion  of  criminals  was  then  deemed  an  inconvenience :  and  a 

law  was  passed  '  against  the  importation  of  convicted  per- 
"  sons  into  the  province,'  which  was  continued  at  different 
*'  times,  till  towards  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Anne."f 

The  persistence  of  the  British  government  in  the  practice 
©f  transporting  real  malefactors,  after  the  colonies  had  grown 
into  considerable  commonwealths,  and  signalized  themselves 
by  the  noblest  qualities  and  most  valuable  services,  was  aa 
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PART  I.  indignity,  of  which  the  impolicy  must  be  as  obvious,  as  the 
arrogance  and  ingratitude.  If  it  could  not  extinguish  their 
glowing  loyalty,  it  was,  however,  deeply  felt  and  resented. 
In  Franklin's  piece  on  the  causes  of  the  American  discontents 
before  1768,  he  includes  it  in  the  listoftheir  grievances,  and 
employs  this  strong  language.  "  Added  to  the  evils  which  I 
"  have  enumerated,  the  Americans  remembered  the  act  au- 
"  thorising  the  most  cruel  insult  perhaps  ever  offered  by  one 
"  people  to  another,  that  of  emptying  the  English  gaols  into 
"  their  settlements.  Scotland,  too,  has  within  these  two  years 
(in  1766)  obtained  the  privilege  it  had  not  before,  of  send- 
"  ing  its  rogues  and  villains  to  the  plantations."  When  the 
illustrious  patriot  expostulated,  by  the  direction  of  his  consti- 
tuents, with  the  British  minister  on  this  head,  he  was  told  that 
England  musth^  relieved  of  her  moral  putrefaction — and  his 
laconic  reply  adumbrates  the  nature  of  the  case.  "What 
would  yoQ  say,  if,  upon  the  same  principle,  we  sent  you  our 
"  rattle-snakes."  Fortunately,  there  was  a  virtue  in  the  cha- 
racter and  condition  of  the  despised  and  outraged  colonists, 
which  secured  them  from  the  infection,  and  even  converted 
the  virus  into  wholesome  nutriment  for  the  state. 

4.  The  love  of  liberty  and  independence  is  the  trait  which, 
if  any,  would  seem  to  assure  to  a  people,  the  admiration  and 
applause  of  an  Englishman,  pursuant  to  his  own  boasted 
principles  and  perpetual  claims.  It  is  impossible  to  deny  this 
merit  to  the  North  American  colonists,  even  in  the  superla- 
tive degree  :  whatever  doubts  may  be  affected  in  relation  to 
the  other  high  titles  asserted  for  them  by  their  descendants. 
Hume,  in  noticing  the  commencement  of  their  establishments, 
remarks  that  "  the  spirit  of  independency  which  was  then 
"  reviving  in  England,  shone  forth  in  America  in  its  full  lustre, 
"  and  received  new  accession  of  force  from  the  aspiring 
"  character  of  those  who,  being  discontented  with  the  estab- 
"  lished  church  and  monarchy^  had  sought  for  freedom  amidst 

those  savage  deserts."^  To  the  early  settlers,  as  well  as 
to  their  posterity  of  1775,  the  well  known  language  of  Mr. 
Burke,  was  strictly  applicable.  "  In  the  character  of  the 
"  Americans,  a  love  of  freedom  is  the  predominating  feature 
"  which  marks  and  distinguishes  the  whole.     This  fierce 

spirit  of  liberty,  is  stronger  in  the  English  colonies  than  in 
"  any  other  people  of  the  earth. "f 
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The  first  planters  in  Virginia  called  for  arrangements  of  SECT.  II. 
the  most  liberal  character,  and  within  fourteen  years  from  the  ^-^^'^'W 
settlement,  that  constitution  by  which  they  became  freemen 
and  citizens,  was  fixed  in  its  genius  and  permanent  forms. 
Freedom  was  the  errand  of  the  colonists  of  Plymouth  and 
Massachusetts ;  and  these  so  properly  styled,  republican  dis- 
senters^ framed  accordingly,  their  body  politic  and  social, 
"Upon  principles  of  perfect  equality.  The  complete  organiza- 
tion of  a  republic  in  the  representative  form,  within  the  same 
term  after  the  landing  at  Plymouth,  as  that  just  mentioned  in 
the  case  of  Virginia,  under  circumstances  so  new  and  criti- 
cal,— in  defiance  of  the  adverse  habits,  spirit,  and  scheme  of 
rule,  which  predominated  in  the  mother  country, — has  drawn, 
forth  expressions  of  wonder  and  homage  from  some  of  the 
more  liberal  of  the  British  historians. 

As  the  Puritans  spread  themselves  over  New  England,  they 
gave  to  the  distinct  communities  which  they  established,  con- 
stitutions still  more  democratical ;  and  that,  although  bold 
and  elevated  in  their  plans,  they  were  not  visionary  or  rash, 
is  proved  by  the  duration  and  happv  effects  of  those  constitu- 
tions. After  relating,  that  on  the  14th  January,  1639,  all  the 
free  planters  upon  Connecticut  river,  convened  at  Hartford, 
formed  a  system  of  government,  and  after  giving  the  sub- 
stance of  that  system,  the  faithful  historian  of  Connecticut, 
Trumbull,  makes  the  following  remarks,  which  all  who  read 
his  work  must  feel  to  be  just.  "  With  such  wisdom  did  our 
venerable  ancestors  provide  for  the  freedom  and  liberties  of 
themselves  and  their  posterity-.  Thus  happily  did  they  guard 
against  every  encroachment  on  the  rights  of  the  subject.  Tins, 
probably,  is  one  of  the  most  free  and  happy  constitutions  of 
civil  government  w^hich  has  ever  been  formed.  The  forma- 
tion of  it  at  so  early  a  period,  when  the  light  of  liberty  was 
wholly  darkened  in  most  parts  of  the  earth,  and  the  rights  of 
men  were  so  little  understood  in  others,  does  great  honour  to 
their  ability,  integrity,  and  love  of  mankind.  To  posterity, 
indeed,  it  exhibited  a  most  benevolent  regard.  It  has  con- 
tinued with  little  alteration,  to  the  present  time,  (1814.)  The 
happy  consequences  of  it,  which,  for  more  than  a  century  and 
an  half,  the  people  of  Connecticut  have  experienced,  are 
beyond  description."! 

*  "  Thus  early,"  says  Stith,  "was  the  assembly  of  the  colony  studious  and 
careful  to  establish  our  Uberties ;  and  we  had  here,  in  the  eighth  and  ninth 
aiticles  of  its  laws,  a  Petition  of  Right  passed,  above  four  years  oefore  that 
matter  was  indubitably  settled  and  explained  in  England.''— History  of  Vir- 
frinia,  book  5. 
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PART  I.  Chalmers,  who  wrote  to  prove  the  uniform  "  self-suffi- 
^^*^^^^  ciency,  and  rebellious  dispositions  of  New  England,"  repre- 
sents with  much  chiding  and  lamenting,  how  "  the  first  set- 
tlers of  New  Haven  erected  a  system  suitable  indeed  to 
their  own  views,  but  altogether  independent  on  the  sove- 
reign state and  how  "  there  was  established,  in  Rhode 
Island  and  Connecticut,  a  mere  democracy  or  rule  of  the  peo- 
ple; every  power,  as  well  deliberative  as  active,  being  invested 
in  the  freemen  of  the  corporation,  or  their  delegates,  and  the 
supreme  executive  of  the  empire  by  an  inattention  little  ho- 
nourable to  the  English  statesman  of  those  days,  being  wholly 
excluded."'^  Hutchinson,  in  his  History  of  Massachusetts, 
traces,  in  a  summary  and  striking  manner,  the  operations  of 
the  spirit  which  gives  so  much  umbrage  to  Chalmers.  "  It  is 
"  observable,  all  the  colonies,  before  the  reign  of  king  Charles 

the  Second,  Maryland  excepted,  settled  a  model  of  govern- 
"  ment  for  themselves .  Virginia  had  been  distracted  under  the 
"  government  of  presidents  and  governors,  with  councils,  in 
"  whose  nomination  or  removal  the  people  had  no  voice,  un- 
"til  in  the  year  1620,  a  house  of  burgesses  broke  out  in  the 
*'  colony,  neither  the  king  nor  the  grand  council  at  home, 
"  having  given  any  powers  or  directions  for  it.   The  governor 

and  assistants  of  Massachusetts,  at  first  intended  to  rule  the 
"  people,  and,  as  I  have  observed,  obtained  their  consent  for 
"  it;  but  this  lasted  two  or  three  years  only;  and,  although  there 
*'  is  no  colour  for  it  in  the  charter,  yet  a  House  of  Deputies 

appeared  suddenly,  in  1634,  to  the  surprise  of  their  magis- 
"trates,  and  the  disappointment  of  their  schemes  for  power. 
"  Connecticut  soon  after  followed  the  plan  of  Massachusetts. 

New  Haven,  although  the  people  had  the  highest  rever- 
"  ence  for  their  leaders,  and  for  near  thirty  years,  in  judicial 

proceeding,  submitted  to  their  magistracy  (it  must,  how- 

ever,  be  remembered,  that  it  was  annually  elected,)  without 
"  a  jury,  yet  in  matters  of  legislation,  the  people,  from  the 
"  beginning  tfc/w/^/  have  their  share  by  their  representatives. 
"  New  Hampshire  combined  together  under  the  same  form  as 
"  Massachusetts.    Lord  Say  tempted  the  principal  men  of 

Massachusetts  to  make  themselves  and  their  heirs  nobles 
"  and  absolute  governors  of  a  new  colony,  but  under  this 

plan  they  could  find  no  people  to  follow  them.^f 
In  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania,  the  first  assemblies  esta- 
blished a  popular  representation,  and,  in  all  their  political 
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regulations,  proceeded  upon  broad  views  of  civil  freedom.  SECT. 
The  same  remark  may  be  extended  to  the  Carolinas,*  and  to  ""^'^ 
New  York.  The  inhabitants  of  this  province  wrested  from 
the  patentee,  the  Duke  of  York,  in  1681,  privileges  of  self 
government  similar  to  those  assumed  in  the  other  plantations. 
No  one  of  the  proprietaries  was  able  to  establish,  without 
modification,  the  constitution  which  he  framed  for  his  grant ; 
all  were  compelled,  in  the  end,  to  acquiesce  in  the  more 
liberal  order  of  things  required  by  the  assemblies  of  the  peo- 
ple. In  some  of  the  provinces,  no  time  was  lost  in  abolishing 
primogeniture  and  entail,  which  Adam  Smith  so  justly  styles, 
"  the  two  most  unjust  and  unwise  regulations  that  exist." 

The  first  emigrants  to  Virginia,  New  England,  Maryland, 
and  Pennsylvania,  would  seem  to  have  been  universally  in 
their  respective  eras,  much  in  advance  of  those  whom  they 
left  at  home,  as  regards  not  only  private  morals,  but  the  love 
and  intelligence  of  freedom.  Whoever  has  studied  the  history 
of  England,  with  the  due  attention  to  particular  facts,  must 
be  convinced,  that  until  the  revolution  of  1668,  the  theory  of 
liberty  was,  except  in  the  case  of  a  few  illustrious  individuals, 
as  little  understood  as  practised ;  and  in  fact,  we  may  descend 
much  lower,  without  being  greatly  edified  on  this  head.  In 
the  time  of  James  I,  the  epoch  of  Virginia  and  New  England 
— a  slavish  reverence  of  monarchy  was  nearly  universal,  and 
the  system  of  administration  altogether  absolute  and  arbitrary. 
Of  the  social  state,  we  may  judge  from  the  representations  of 
Hume,  who  tells  us, "  that  high  pride  of  family  then  prevailed; 
that  it  was  by  dignity  and  stateliness  of  behaviour,  that  the 
gentry  and  nobility  distinguished  themselves  from  the  com- 
mon people  and  that,  much  ceremony  took  place  in  the 
common  intercourse  of  life,  and  little  familiarity  was  in- 
dulged by  the  great."  The  concurrence  of  the  colonists  in 
the  same  political  maxims  and  arrangements,  the  reverse  of 
what  prevailed  in  England,  and  thoughout  Europe, — the 
contentment  and  tranquillity  which  reigned  among  them,  as 
to  political  doctrines,  and  forms  of  government,  particularly 
in  New  England,  are  strikingly  contrasted  with  the  sanguinary 
and  unprincipled  struggles  in  the  mother  country  ;  with  that 
"  continued  fever  in  the  domestic  administration,"  and  those 
"  furious  convulsions  and  disorders"  which  are  so  eloquently 
painted  by  Hume.  The  political  distractions  extant  in 
the  colonial  history,  were  occasioned,  almost  universally,  by 
the  ambition  and  avarice  of  the  proprietaries,  or  the  violence 
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PART  I.  attempted  upon  the  charters  by  the  English  government  and 
^•^"^^"^^  its  representatives  in  America. 

5.  The  preceding  survey  makes  it  sufficiently  plain  that  no 
credit  can,  in  strictness,  be  allowed  to  England  for  the  insti- 
tutions which  the  colonists  framed,  themselves,  in  the  wil- 
derness. Nor  is  any  fairly  due  to  her,  for  the  liberal  purport 
of  the  charters  which  they  received.  All  the  original  char- 
ters, except  that  of  Georgia,  were  granted  between  the  years 
1603  and  1688.  It  would  be  setting  at  defiance  both  history 
and  reason,  to  ascribe  to  the  house  of  Stuart,  or  to  the  Pro- 
tectorate, any  fond  or  liberal  dispositions  in  favour  of  the 
cause  of  freedom  in  America,  stripped  of  all  gothic  encum- 
brances. An  English  historian  has  remarked,  on  the  subject 
of  the  patents  accorded  by  the  first  James  and  Charles,  that 
these  monarchs  were  glad  to  get  rid  of  the  turbulent,  repub- 
lican religionists,  at  any  rate  ;  and  freely  invested  them  with 
any  privileges,  to  be  exercised  on  a  desolate  continent,  at 
the  distance  of  three  thousand  miles,  where,  as  they  sup- 
posed, it  could  never  be  of  account  to  extend  the  arm  of  pre- 
rogative. The  English  Universal  History  makes  the  fol- 
lowing statement,  of  the  manner  in  which  the  congregation 
of  Brownists,  succeeded  in  their  application  : — 

"  Sir  Robert  Naunton  was  then  one  of  the  secretaries  of 

state,  and  the  exiled  Puritans,  as  they  were  then  called,  knew 

him  to  be  their  friend." 

"  They  applied  to  Naunton  for  leave  to  settle  in  those  in- 
"  hospitable  wilds,  where  the  Indians,  savage  as  they  were, 
"were  more  desirable  neighbours  than  the  tyrants  from 
"  whom  they  fled.    Naunton  had  the  address  to  persuade 

James  I,  that  it  was  bad  policy  to  unpeople  his  own  king- 
'*'doms  for  the  benefit  of  his  neighbours  ;  and  that  whatever 
*'  exception  he  might  have,  he  could  have  none  in  granting 
*'  them  liberty  of  conscience,  where  they  would  still  continue 
*'  to  be  his  subjects,  and  where  they  might  extend  his  domi- 
*'nion.    His  majesty's  answer  was,  that  it  was  a  good  and 

honest  proposal,  and  liberty  was  accordingly  granted.""^ 
At  our  first  planting  America,"  says  the  author  of  the  Eu- 
ropean Settlements, "  it  was  not  difficult  for  a  person  who  had 
"  interest  at  court,  to  obtain  large  tracts  of  land,  not  inferior  in 

extent  to  kingdoms ;  and  to  be  invested  with  a  power  very 
"  little  less  than  regal  over  them  ;  to  govern  by  what  laws,  and 
*'  to  form  what  sort  of  constitution  he  pleased."!    The  same 
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author  remarks,*  "  that  nothing  of  an  enlightened  and  legis- 
lative spirit  appears  in  the  planning  of  the  English  colonies, 
and  that  the  charter  governments  were  evidently  copied 
from  some  of  the  corporations  at  home."  The  patent  of  the 
council  of  Plymouth  comprehended  the  continent  of  Ame- 
rica, from  New  Scotland  to  Carolina.  In  less  than  eighty 
years,  fifteen  hundred  miles  of  the  sea  coast  were  granted 
away;  some  of  the  grants, — that  especially  to  lord  Claren- 
don and  others,  of  the  whole  tract  of  country  lying  between 
the  thirty-first  and  thirt}'-sixth  degrees  of  north  latitude — 
extended  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  :  in  several  instances  the 
same  surface  was  embraced  in  different  grants. 

The  acquisition  of  territory  in  America  was  the  ruling 
passion  of  the  times  ;  and  Charles  II,  found  the  gratification 
of  this  passion  an  easy  mode  of  compensating  his  adherents, 
and  feeding  the  rapacity  of  his  courtiers.  It  is  an  observa- 
tion of  Macpherson,  in  his  Annals,  that  "  the  charters  of 
Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut  were  carelessly  given  by  a  very 
careless  monarch."  The  agent  of  Connecticut  won  the  per- 
sonal favour  of  the  monarch,  by  presenting  him  with  a  ring 
of  an  extraordinary  mechanism,  the  gift  of  Charles  I,  to  the 
agent's  grandfather.  He  found  means,  also,  to  secure  the 
support  of  the  chamberlain  of  his  majesty's  household,  and  of 
the  lord  privv  seal,  for  the  colony's  petition. f  Penn  obtained 
his  patent  from  the  restored  monarch,  as  Sir  George  Calvert 
had  procured  that  of  Maryland  from  James  I, — by  virtue  of 
court  patronage.  It  had  been  promised  to  his  father,  admiral 
Penn,  a  great  favourite  ;  and  Clarkson  relates,  in  his  Life  of 
the  son,  that  it  was  allowed  as  payment  of  a  debt  of  sixteen 
thousand  pounds  sterling,  due  from  the  roval  government  to 
the  admiral.  Calvert  is  said  by  Chalmers  to  have  indited 
his  own  grant:  Penn  caused  to  be  given  to  his  the  com- 
plexion required  by  his  aims.  Both  of  these  illustrious  men 
were  actuated  in  the  adoption  of  liberal  provisions,  bv  their 
love  of  freedom,  as  well  as  by  a  knowledge  of  their  true 
interests.  But  the  historians  are  unanimous  in  declaring 
that  the  other  lord  proprietors  gave  the  pledge  of  civil  and  re- 
ligious liberty  from  no  other  motive  than  that  of  alluring  set- 
tlers ;  and  the  acknowledged  necessity  of  this  expedient  be- 
speaks the  high  character  of  those,  who,  in  that  age,  could  be 
gained  upon  no  other  terms.  Much  stress  is  to  be  laid  on  the 
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coincidence  of  Chalmers,  with  these  views,  and  it  may  be 
asserted  from  the  following  passages  of  his  Annals. =^ 

"It  was  rather  the  example  of  the  Spaniards,  than  the  practice  of  the 
renowned  nations  of  antiquity,  which  was  copied  hy  England  in  colonizing- ; 
because  similar  success  and  wealth  was  expected.  Prompted  by  his  ambi- 
tion, perhaps  more  by  his  vanity,  the  primary  designs  of  James  I,  were,  to 
share  in  the  gold  and  silver  which  were  expected  from  mines,  to  rule  the 
colonies  in  the  same  manner  as  he  had  proposed  to  govern  Ireland,  as  terri- 
tories belonging  to  his  person,  and  therefore  subject  to  his  will,  though  his 
ultimate  views  are  not  so  easily  discerned.  The  great  corporations  -which  have 
acquired  the  honour  of  planting  the  first  permanent  settlements, had  no  other  object^ 
probablv,  than  the  expectation  of  sudden  gain  from  the  ivorking  of  mines,  a  pro- 
ject, of  all  others  the  most  delusive,  the  most  to  be  discountenanced  by  na- 
tions which  regard  their  own  good." — p.  675. 

"  The  country  wliich  had  been  denominated  Florida  by  the  French  and 
Spaniards,  by  the  English  Virginia,  at  length  owed  its  final  settlement  as 
much  to  the  rapacity  of  the  courtiers  of  Charles  11,  as  to  t!)e  facility  of  a 
prince,  who  wished  to  reward  those  to  whom  he  was  so  much  indebted, 
with  a  liberality  that  cost  liim  Httle.  The  pretence,  which  h.ad  been  used 
on  former  occasions,  of  a  pious  zeal  for  the  propagation  of  the  gospel  among 
a  barbarous  people,  who  inhabited  an  uncultivated  country,  was  successfully 
employed  to  procure  a  grant  of  that  immense  region,  lying  on  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  between  the  thirty-sixth  degree  of  north  latitude  and  the  river  Saint 
Matheo.  On  the  24th  of  March,  1663,  this  territory  was  erected  into  a 
province,  by  the  name  of  Carolina.  They,  the  lord  proprietors,  were  in- 
vested with  as  ample  rights  and  jurisdictions  within  their  American  palati- 
nate, as  any  bishop  of  Durham  enjoyed  within  his  diocese.  And  the  present 
charter  seems  to  have  been  copied  from  that  of  Man  hmd. 

"  Thus  was  that  colony  established  upon  the  broad  foundation  of  a  regular 
system  of  freedom  of  every  kind  ;  wliich  it  -was  now  deemed  necessary  to  offer 
to  Engiishmen,  to  induce  them  to  encounter  all  the  difficulties  of  planting  a  distant 
country^  covered  xvith  forests,  and  inhabited  by  numerous  tribes,  to  endure  the 
dangers  of  famine,  and  the  damps  of  the  climate.^* 

When  the  nature  and  tendency  of  the  colonial  charters  be- 
gan to  be  understood  at  the  British  court,  it  was  quickly  re- 
solved to  attempt  their  destruction.  As  earlv  as  1635,  Charles 
I,  assailed  that  of  Massachusetts  ;  and  Charles  II,  repenting 
of  his  prodigal  and  heedless  distribution  of  freedom,  continued 
the  warfare  upon  colonial  liberties  in  general.  All  the  char- 
ters of  New  England  were  vacated  by  James  II,  whose  plan 
it  was  to  reduce  the  colonies  under  one  arbitrary  government. 
By  her  new,  and  forced  compact  with  king  William,  Massa- 
chusetts lost  a  valuable  part  of  her  original  privileges;  and  in 
the  reign  of  this  monarch,  Pennsylvania, — although,  indeed, 
soon  regained,  by  the  indefatigable  zeal  and  consummate  ad- 
dress of  Penn, — was,  without  any  respect  to  her  charter, 
annexed  to  New  York,  the  province  which  had  perpetually 
to  wrestle  with  the  royal  government  for  the  common  rights 
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of  Englishmen.  Early  in  the  reign  of  queen  Anne,  a  bill  SECT 
brought  into  parliament,  which  proposed  the  abrogation  of  ^-^^ 
the  charters  of  New  England,  of  East  and  West  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Carolina,  upon  the  ground  of 
their  being  prejudicial  and  repugnant  to  the  trade  of  the  king- 
dom, to  her  majesty's  revenue,  hc.^  The  bill  failed  from  the 
weight  of  reasonings  looking  to  the  interests  of  the  mother 
country.  In  the  year  1748,  the  ministry  offered  another  bill, 
by  which  the  king's  instructions  were  to  have  the  force  of  law 
in  the  colonies  ;  but  the  plan  involved  an  usurpation  which, 
when  displayed  in  full  light,  and  traced  in  its  consequences 
both  to  England  and  America,  appeared  to  the  majority  of 
the  Commons  too  gross  and  dangerous  for  immediate  adop- 
tion. It  swept  away  all  the  charters  without  trial  or  legal 
judgment-!  Upon  the  occasion  of  the  extension  of  the  muti- 
ny act  to  America,  in  1755,  the  agent  of  New  England,  near 
the  British  government,  BoUan,  a  man  of  sagacity  and  im- 
partial mind,  apprised  his  constituents  of  his  possessing  the 
best  evidence,  that  itwas  meditated  at  the  British  court  "to 
govern  America  like  Ireland,  by  keeping  up  a  body  of  stand- 
ing forces  with  a  military  chest,  under  some  act  similar  to 
the  famous  Poyning's  law." 

If  more  direct  and  determined  efforts  to  effect  the  object 
were  not  subsequently  made  by  the  government,  until  the 
year  1764,  it  was  because  the  enterprise  had  become  too  ha- 
zardous. The  colonies  had  attained  to  considerable  strength, 
and  grown  inflexibly  tenacious  of  their  liberties  ;  their  aid 
was  indispensable  for  the  destruction  of  the  French  power 
on  this  continent;  and  this  circumstance  made  it  of  course 
eligible  to  preserve,  or  at  least,  not  wholly  to  destroy,  their 
good  will  and  national  sympathy.  It  was  apprehended, 
moreover,  in  queen  Anne's  time,  as  may  be  seen  by  one  of 
the  quotations  which  I  have  made  from  Gee, — that  they 
might,  if  chafed  and  disgusted,  throw  themselves  into  the 
arms  of  France,  and  turn  the  scales  in  favour  of  that  hated 
rival.  To  considerations  of  this  nature  are  we  to  ascribe 
the  forbearance  so  fortunate  for  all  parties  ;  not  to  any  ten- 
derness for  trans-atlantic  freedom,  or  to  a  generous  admira- 
tion of  the  noble  spirit  and  carriage  of  the  trans-atlantic  kin- 
dred. Until  the  period  when  their  enslavement  was  sys- 
tematically and  perseveringly  attempted,  circumstances  had 
uniformly  been  such,  as  to  render  that  course  of  proceed- 

•  For  a  particular  account  of  this  bill  and  the  proceedings  of  Ihe  House  of 
Commons  thereupon,  see  Macpherson's  Annals  of  Commerce,  vol.  iii.  4to.  p.  47. 
t  See  Minot's  Continuation  of  the  History  of  Massachusetts,  p.  146.  vol.  i. 
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PART  T.  Jng,  incompatible  with  the  prosecution  of  objects  deemed  of 
•"^""^^^^  immediate  necessity  or  higher  importance.  Had  not  this 
been  the  case,  whig  and  tory  would  have  alike  assailed  the 
constitutional  privileges  of  British  America.  When  the 
xvar  is  closed^''  said  the  elder  Pitt  to  Dr.  Franklin,  during 
the  struggle  of  1756,  between  France  and  England,  "  if  I 
should  be  in  the  ministry,  I  will  take  measures  to  prevent 
the  colonies,  from  having  a  power,  to  refuse  or  delay  the 
supplies,  which  maybe  wanted  for  national  purposes." 

6.  The  system  of  religious  freedom,  coeval  with  the  esta- 
blishment of  some  of  the  colonies,  constitutes  a  proud  dis- 
tinction for  the  founders.  There  is  a  glory  to  be  envied  by 
the  world,  in  the  first,  and  continued  recognition  and  en^ 
forcement  of  the  rights  of  conscience,  by  constitutional  law. 
Compared  v/ith  it,  the  sublimest  discoveries  in  science,  the 
most  useful  inventions  in  the  arts,  the  most  majestic  physical 
monuments,  must  appear  as  secondary,  in  the  opinion  of  those 
who  consider  what  would  be  the  effect,  for  the  dignity  and 
happiness  of  our  species,  were  the  example  universally  fol- 
lowed; and  what  the  evils  that  have  flowed  and  continue  to 
flow  from  religious  intolerance.  This  glory  cannot  be  denied 
to  the  provinces  of  Maryland,  Rhode  Island,'"''  and  Penn- 
sylvania ;  and  it  brightens  with  the  reflection,  how  com- 
pletely the  human  mind  was  elsewhere  shut  to  the  voice  of 
reason  and  humanity.  Religious  equalit^^  was  unknown  to 
the  codes  of  Europe  ;  and  persecution,  adopting,  wherever 
it  prevailed,  the  injustice  as  well  as  terrors  of  the  inquisi- 
tion, raged  in  the  countries  claiming  to  be  the  most  refined 
and  enlightened.  Even  in  the  United  Provinces,  so  often — to 
use  the  language  of  Hume,  cited  as  models  of  toleration, 
though  all  sects  were  admitted,  yet  civil  offices  were  only  en- 
joyed by  the  professors  of  the  established  religion.  I  need  not 
remind  those  who  have  read  the  work  of  the  incomparable 
historian,  of  the  state  of  things  in  England — of  the  mean 
and  ignoble  arts,  as  well  as  the  sanguinary  atrocities  practised 
in  the  wars  of  the  leading  sects,  which,  as  he  remarks,  throw 
an  indelible  stain  on  the  British  annals. t  A  single  extract 
from  his  history  will  illustrate  the  progress  of  reason  and  hu- 
manity in  the  Scottish  parliament,  but  a  little  before  Penn 
organized  his  commonwealth,  and  nearly  two  generations 
after  Maryland  had  taken  the  principles  which  I  have 
quoted,;  as  the  foundations  of  her  polity.    "  In  a  session 
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(June,  1673,)  of  the  Scottish  parliament,  a  severe  law  was  en-  SECT.  n. 
acted  against  conventicles.  Ruinous  fines  were  imposed  both  v^'n^^w 
on  the  preachers  and  hearers,  even  if  the  meetings  had  been 
in  houses;  but  field  conventicles  were  subjected  to  the  pe- 
nalty of  death,  and  confiscation  of  goods.  Four  hundred 
marks  (Scots,)  were  offered  as  a  reward  to  those  who  should 
seize  the  criminals  ;  and  they  were  indemmjiedfor  any  slaugh- 
ter which  they  should  commit  in  the  execution  of  such  an 
undertaking.  And  as  it  was  found  difficult  to  get  evidence 
against  these  conventicles,  however  numerous,  it  was  enact- 
ed by  another  law,  that,  whoever,  being  required  by  the 
council,  refused  to  give  information  upon  oath,  should  be  pun- 
ished by  arbitrary  fines,  by  imprisonment,  or  by  banishment 
to  the  plantations. "^^^ 

The  Catholics  of  Maryland,  who  had  hoped  to  escape  the 
fell  spirit  of  triumphant  bigotry,  by  renouncing  their  country, 
were  not  long  suffered  to  remain  undisturbed  in  their  remote 
and  hard-earned  retreat.  Their  scheme  of  religious  charit}", 
was  as  incomprehensible,  as  hateful,  to  their  old  persecutors. 
Some  of  the  most  desperate  and  fanatical  of  the  sectaries, 
who  had  repaired  to  the  Catholic  asvlum,  were  instigated  to 
disturb  its  tranquillity,  and  to  set  themselves  in  array  against 
their  magnanimous  hosts.  During  the  Commonwealth  in 
England,  the  proprietary  government  of  Maryland  was  sub- 
verted, and  the  affairs  of  the  province  put  into  the  hands  of 
commissioners,  creatures  of  the  Protector.  The  spurious  as- 
sembly which  they  convened  after  recognizing  Cromwell's 
"  just  title  and  authority,"  enacted,  that "  none  who  professed 
the  Popish  religion  could  be  protected  in  the  province  by  the 
laws  of  England!"  The  Catholic  missionaries  in  Maryland, 
who  from  the  )  ear  1640,  had  begun  to  carry  the  light  of  the 
gospel  among  the  Indians,  were  compelled  to  desist,  on  the 
ground  that  they  aimed  at  forming  a  party  against  the  Eng- 
lish government,  to  enable  themselves  to  become  independent. 

Things  took  nearly  the  same  course  after  the  reinstating 
of  the  proprietarv  by  Charles  II.  "  The  troubles  in  Mary- 
"  land,"  says  Chalmers,  "  were  made  a  foundation,  whereon 

were  raised  fresh  complaints  against  the  proprietary*  in  Eng- 
"  land  for  partialit}'  to  Papists.  Lord  Baltimore,  in  justifica- 
"  tion  of  himself  and  the  province,  showed  the  act  of  1649, 

concerning  religion,  which  had  been  confirmed  in  the  year 

1676,  as  a  perpetual  law,  and  which  tolerated  and  protected 
*^  every  sect  of  Christians,  but  gave  special  privileges  to  none. 
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PART  I.  "  It  was  in  vain  for  him  to  represent,  that  he  had  endeavour- 
s.^'^^"^^  "  ed  to  divide  the  offices  of  his  government  as  nearly  equal 
"  among  Protestants  and  Roman  Catholics,  as  their  abilities 
"  would  permit:  that  he  had  given  almost  the  whole  com- 
mand  of  the  militia  to  the  former,  who  were  entrusted  v/ith 
"  the  care  of  the  arms  and  military  stores.  The  ministers  of 
"  Charles  II,  to  throw  the  imputation  of  popery  from  their 
"  own  shoulders,  commanded  that  all  offices  should  be  put  u 
"  into  Protestant  hands. 

The  Church  of  England  was  at  length  established  by  law 
in  Mar}  land ;  and  the  Catholics  were  rewarded  for  the 
"  mildest  of  laws,"  for  "  a  moderation  unparalleled  in  the 
annals  of  the  world,"f  by  being  disfranchised,  and  subjected 
anew  to  the  restrictions  and  penalties  from  which  their  char- 
ter had  seemed  to  assure  them  a  perpetual  protection.  The 
condition  to  which  they  were  reduced  by  the  government  of 
William,  was  not  only  a  horrible  injustice  in  itself,  but  a 
scandalous  breach  of  national  faith.  The  Protestant  religion 
had  been  already  established  by  law  in  Virginia,  in  1661, 
and  that  colony  converted,  likewise,  into  a  theatre  of  perse- 
cution. An  attempt  was  made,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
eighteenth  centurv,  to  give  the  same  ascendency  to  the 
Church  of  England,  in  Carolina;  but  it  encountered  a  spi- 
rited and  successful  resistance  from  the  inhabitants. 

7.  The  excesses  of  bigotry,  which  were  committed  by  the 
Puritans  of  New  England,  during  the  seventeenth  century,  can 
neither  be  disguised  nor  defended.  They  admit,  however,  of 
some  extenuation,  which  is  to  be  found  in  such  considerations 
as  the  following,  offered  by  one  of  their  descendants  :\ — 

To  vindicate  the  errors  of  our  ancestors,  were  to  make  them 
"  our  own.  It  is  allowed,  that  they  were  culpable  ;  but,  we  do 

not  concede  that,  in  the  present  instance,  they  stood  alone, 
"  or  that  they  merited  all  the  censure  bestowed  on  them. 
"  Laws  similar  to  those  of  Massachusetts,  were  passed  else- 

where  against  the  Quakers,  and  particularlv  in  Virginia.  If 
"  no  execution  took  place  here,  as  it  did  in  New  England, 
"  it  was  not  owing  to  the  moderation  of  the  church,  (Jeffer- 
"  son,  Virg.  Query  xviii.)  The  pre\  alent  opinion  among 
"  mosx  sects  of  Christians,  at  that  day,  that  toleration  is  sinful, 
"  ought  to  be  remembered  ;  nor  should  it  be  forgotten,  that  the 
"  first  Quakers  in  New  England,  beside  speaking  and  writing 

what  was  deemed  blasphemous,  reviled  magistrates  and 
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**  ministers,  and  disturbed  religious  assemblies  ;  and  that  the  SECT.  TI. 
^'  tendency  of  their  tenets  and  practices  was  to  the  subversion  v^'^n^'^^x 
"  of  the  commonwealth,  in  that  period  of  its  infancy.  (See 
"  Hubbard,  MS.  N.  Eng.  Hazard  Coll.  i.  630;  ii.  5,'96  ;  and 
"  the  early  historians  of  New  England.)  In  reviewing  the 
*'  conduct  of  our  revered  ancestors,  it  is  but  just  to  make 
*"  allowance  for  the  times  in  which  they  lived,  and  the  occa- 
"  sions  of  their  measures." 

Any  accusation  or  sarcasm  on  this  head,  comes  with  a 
wretched  air  from  Great  Britain.  Her  cotemporary  history  is 
a  tissue  of  all  that  can  be  conceived  most  atrocious,  or  malig- 
nant, or  preposterous,  in  the  hostilities  and  extravagances  of 
fanaticism  ;  it  cannot  be  surpassed  in  the  annals  of  those  enor- 
mities and  follies,  which  provoke  alternately  laughter  and 
tears,  scorn  and  horror.  On  comparing  the  condition  and 
pretensions  of  the  English  and  Scotch  nations^  (for  the  re- 
proach attaches  to  the  whole,)  with  those  of  the  zealots  of 
New  England,  every  one  will  perceive  at  once  on  which  side 
lies  the  greater  load  of  guilt  and  shame.  Massachusetts  had 
no  assembly  or  synod,  rivalling  the  Rump  Parliament,  or  the 
presbytery  of  Argyle  ; — there  is  no  transaction  in  the  history 
of  that  province,  upon  the  same  scale  of  mischief  and  absur- 
dity, as  the  affair  of  the  Popish  plot — there  is  nothing  like  the 
conviction  and  execution  of  Stafford,  upon  the  evidence  of 
Oates  and  Tuberville  ;  no  judicial  career  vying  with  the  cir- 
cuits of  Kirk  and  Jefferies. 

The  religious  ferment  subsided  in  New  England  before  the 
expiration  of  the  seventeenth  century.  Not  an  instance  is  to 
be  found,  in  her  subsequent  history,  of  sanguinary  or  vexa- 
tious persecution  for  variations  in  opinion  or  worship.^  The 
rigor  exercised  against  particular  sects,  in  the  other  colonies, 
is  to  be  traced  in  all  cases,  to  the  instigation,  or  general 
influence,  of  the  mother  country.  At  the  separation,  advan- 
tage was  immediately  taken  of  the  entire  freedom  of  legisla- 
tion, to  put  all  denominations  of  Christians  upon  a  footing  of 
equality ;  and  this  proceeding  shows  how  prevalent  the  spirit 
of  toleration  had  become  among  the  colonists.  That  the  rea- 
son and  humanity  of  England  lagged  far  behind,  is  sufficient- 
ly attested  by  the  Draconian  Code  concerning  the  Catholics, 
which  survived  our  re  volution,  and  the  disabilities  from  which 
the  Protestant  dissenters  are  not  yet  relieved.  If  I  did  not  find 
it  stated  in  the  fourth  number  of  the  Quarterly  Review,  that 
"  the  northern  states  have  hardly  outgrown  their  fanaticism," 
and  that  there  is,  in  America,  "  scarcely  any  medium  between 
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PART  I.  "  over-godliness  and  a  brutal  irreligion,"  I  would  confident- 
^^^'^^'^^  ly  appeal  for  what  we  now  are,  as  respects  our  religious 
spirit,  to  the  following  statement,  of  the  31st  number  of  that 
authoritative  journal.  "  The  old  settlers  of  America  carried 
with  them  habits  of  strict  morality  and  austere  religion. 
"  The  descendants  of  these  old  settlers  have  outgrown  the 
"  intolerance  and  bigotry  of  their  ancestors,  but  have  retained 
"  their  virtues,  and  embellished  them  by  humane  manners. 
"  They  are  republicans  as  much  by  principle  and  duty  as  by 
prejudice  and  inheritance." 

I  would  not  hesitate  to  concede  to  the  author  of"  The  Bri- 
tish empire  in  America,"  that "  the  great  foible  of  the  New 
England  history  is  the  story  of  the  witches."^ — But  this  story 
has  aspects  widely  different  from  that  under  which  it  is  ex- 
hibited abroad.  Belief  in  witchcraft  was  epidemic  in  the 
seventeenth  century,  and  could  not  fail  to  extend  to  New 
England.  The  insulated  situation  of  her  inhabitants, — one 
which  presents  them,  to  use  their  own  graphic  language,  as 
"  conflicting  with  many  grievous  difficulties  and  sufferings  in 
the  vast  howling  wilderness,  among  wild  men  and  wild 
beasts"! — the  austerit}^  of  their  domestic  habits — the  solem- 
nity of  their  religious  feelings — the  terrific  dangers  to  which 
they  were  hourly  exposed — their  daily  intercourse  with  the 
Indians,  whose  conversation  was  perpetually  of  demons  and 
necromancers — the  new  maladies  of  body,  resulting  from  a 
new  and  crude  climate — the  heart-sickening  recollections  of 

the  pleasant  land  of  their  nativity,"  of  which  the  ravening 
brood  of  tyrants  would  almost  be  forgotten,  as  memory  recall- 
ed its  better  features,  with  the  enjoyments  and  ties  of  their 
youth — all  these  influences  combined  against  the  force  of  their 
reason,  and  contributed  to  render  irresistible  the  contagion  of 
the  European  superstition.  The  simple  example  of  the  mo- 
ther country  might  account  for  their  infatuation  ;  and  the  ex- 
tent to  which  it  is  chargeable  upon  that  example,  may  be 
understood  from  the  following  passage  of  Hutchinson's  His- 
tory of  Massachusetts.  "  Not  many  years  before  the  delusion 
"  seized  New  England,  Glanville  published  his  witch  stories 
*'  in  England ;  Perkins  and  other  Nonconformists  were  earlier; 
"  but  the  great  authority  was  that  of  Sir  Matthew  Hale,  re- 
"  vered  in  New  England  not  only  for  his  knowledge  in  the 
"  law,  but  for  his  gravity  and  piety.  The  trial  of  the  witches 
"  in  Suffolk  was  published  in  1684.    All  these  books  were 
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**  in  New  England,  and  the  conformity  between  the  behaviour  SECT.  il. 
"  of  Goodwin's  children,  and  most  of  the  supposed  bewitched  v^'">^^^ 
"  at  Salem,  and  the  behaviour  of  those  in  England^  is  so  exact 
"  as  to  leave  no  room  to  doubt  the  stories  had  been  read  by  the 
"  Netv  England  persons  themselves^  or  had  been  told  to  them  by 
"  others  who  had  read  them.  Indeed,  this  conformity,  instead 
*'  of  giving  suspicion,  was  urged  in  confirmation  of  the  truth 
"  of  both  ;  the  Old  England  demons  and  the  New  being  so 
"  much  alike.  The  court  justified  themselves  from  books  of 
"  law,  and  the  authorities  of  Keble,  Dalton,  and  other  law- 
"  vers,  then  of  the  first  character,  who  laid  down  rules  of 
"  conviction  as  absurd  and  dangerous  as  any  which  were 
"  practised  in  New  England."*  The  authors  of  the  Univer- 
sal History  have  also  stated  some  palliative  facts,  which  de- 
serve to  be  reported  upon  such  authority. — "  In  justice  to 
the  ministry  and  people  of  New  England,  we  are  to  ob- 
"  serve,  that  the  persecutions  for  witchcraft  were  carried  on 
"  by  wretches,  partly  to  gratify  their  private  resentments 
"  and  interests,  and  partly  from  a  spirit  of  enthusiasm  and 
"  credulity  ;  nor  could  they  have  happened  had  it  not  been 
"  for  the  -weakness  of  the  governor  and  Dr.  Mather,  who  were 
"  rendered  the  tools  of  more  designing  men.  The  people  in 
"  general,  and  some  ministers,  particularly  Mr.  Caleb  of 
"  Boston,  detested  them,  and  remonstrated  against  them 
"  from  the  beginning,  but  all  to  no  purpose."! 

All  ranks  in  Scotland  and  England  concurred  in  raising  a 
complete  demonocracy  for  those  countries,  throughout  the  se- 
venteenth century.  Lord  Kaimes  asserts,  in  his  Sketches  of 
the  History  of  Man,  that  during  the  civil  wars  every  one  be- 
lieved in  magic,  charms,  spells,  sorcery  and  witchcraft.  An 
incident  related  by  Evelyn,  for  which  no  parallel  is  to  be 
found  in  American  history,  shows  the  temper  of  the  times,  in 
England.  "29th  March,  1652 — was  that  celebrated  eclipse 
of  the  sun,  so  much  threatened  by  the  astrologers,  and  which 
had  so  exceedingly  alarmed  the  whole  nation.^  that  hardly  any 
one  would  work  or  stir  out  of  their  houses,  so  ridiculously  were 
they  abused  by  knavish  and  ignorant  star-gazers."  The  Long 
parliament,  alias,  "  the  great  reformation  parliament,"  issued 
several  commissions,  "to  discover  and  prosecute  witches," 
and  upon  those  commissions  were  many  unfortunate  persons, 
of  both  sexes,  tried  and  executed.  We  should  not  forget  the 
testimony  of  Hume,  with  respect  to  the  state  of  Scotland,  at 
the  period  in  question.    "  The  fanaticism  which  prevailed, 
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PART  1.  "  acquired,  besides  the  malignants  and  engagers^  a  new  object 
^■^"^'"^^  "  of  abhorrence.  These  were  the  sorcerers.   So  prevalent  was 
"the  opinion  of  witchcraft,  that     ^67^  numbers^  accused  of 
"  that  crime,  were  burnt  by  sentence  of  the  magistrates, 
"  through  all  parts  of  Scotland.    In  a  village  near  Berwick, 
"  which  contained  only  fourteen  houses,  fourteen  persons 
were  punished  by  fire,  ayid  it  became  a  science  every  where 
"  much  studied  and  cultivated.,  to  distinguish  a  true  ivitch  by 
proper  trials  and  sijmptoms 

I  have  now  before  me  a  quarto  volume,  published  in  Lon- 
don, in  the  present  year  (1819),  and  entitled,  "The  memo- 
rable things  that  fell  out  within  the  Island  of  Britain,  from 
1638  to  1683,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Robert  Law,  of  that  time." 
Thi^s  work  is  little  more  than  a  chronicle  of  the  witchcraft  of 
Britain,  during  the  interval  to  which  it  is  confined;  and,  truly, 
the  details  of  credulity  and  judicial  murder  which  it  fur- 
nishes, might  entitle  New  England  to  expect  very  gentle 
usage  in  that  quarter  on  the  subject  of  witchcraft.  Among 
the  papers  prefixed  to  the  "  Memorable  things,"  is  a  "  True 
relation  of  an  apparition,  expressions,  and  actings,  of  a 
spirit,  which  infested  the  house  of  Andrew  Mackie,  in 
Scotland,  in  1695  ;"  which  relation  is  signed  on  oath  by  at 
least  twelve  regular  clergymen  of  especial  sanctity  and 
authority.  The  worthy  minister,  Law,  has  left,  in  his 
journal,  a  notice  of  New  England,  which  may  reasonably 
be  taken  as  the  epitome  of  the  popular  notions  of  the  day, 
concerning  that  colony.  It  is  sufficiently  remarkable  to  be 
copied. 

*'  Aiig-ust,  lere.)  These  of  New  England  that  had  planted  that  part  of 
America,  are  g-rievov.sly  troubled  by  the  natives,  who  make  inroads  upon  the 
plantations,  and  kill  many  of  the  English,  having  by  their  slaves,  (that  were 
with  the  English  and  fled  to  them  again,)  learned  the  art  of  shooting  guns, 
purchasing  out  of  France  and  Holland  guns,  swords,  and  pycks,  make  them 
much  adoe  and  great  trouble,  so  that  they  were  necessitate  to  shift  for  them- 
selves in  other  parts  of  the  world.  The  truth  is,  the  Protestants  in  all 
parts  of  the  world  sufter  in  these  sad  tymes.  The  origin  of  these  in  New 
England,  went  from  England  in  the  days  of  queen  Mary  of  England,  when 
the  persecution  against  the  Protestants  was  raised  there,  and  in  the  days  of 
queen  Elizabeth,  her  successor,  a  Protestant,  was  well  supplyed  with  money 
and  other  necessaries  to  make  good  that  plantation.  They  were  all  fur- 
nished v.ith  able  ministers,  and  grew  up  to  a  famous  and  glorious  church. 
Their  church  government  was  and  is  yet  independent,  and  of  their  state  it 
is  aristocracie.  They  refused  to  own  the  king  of  Britaiyi  as  their  king^  only  in 
comm^tmoration  of  their  coming  out  of  England,  they  noiv  and  then  send  him  a 
fve.egift.^> 

For  thirt)^  years  after  the  settlement  of  Massachusetts,— 
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while  victims  were  daily  sacrificed  by  fire  and  the  rope,  in 
Great  Britain, — none  suffered  for  witchcraft  in  that  colony. 
Hutchinson  asserts  truly,  that  more  were  put  to  death  in  a 
single  county  of  England  for  that  cause,  than  suffered  in  New 
England  from  the  planting  until  his  time,  in  1760."*  The 
phrenzv  endured  in  America  but  seven  months  ;  whereas 
it  may  be  said  to  have  continued,  with  little  or  no  abate- 
ment, in  the  mother  country,  in  Scotland  particularly, — 
for  a  long  series  of  years.  If  Cotton  Mather  partook  of  the 
wretched  delusion,  he  was  at  least  as  excusable  as  Sir  Mat- 
thew Hale  ;  and  we  may  doubt  whether  there  was  any  learn- 
ed judge  of  New  England,  cotemporary  with  chief  justice 
Blackstone,  who  would  have  gravely  summed  up  the  evi- 
dence respecting  the  reality  of  witchcraft,  and  as  gravely- 
decided  it  to  be,^'  most  eligible  to  conclude,  that,  in  general, 
such  a  thing  as  witchcraft  had  been. North  America,  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  can  furnish  no  counterpart  for  the  story 
of  the  Cocklane  ghost.  Hutchinson  has,  on  this  subject,  some 
observations  in  addition  to  those  I  have  quoted  from  him, 
which  ought  not  to  be  withheld.  "  The  trial  of  Richard 
"  Hatheway,  the  impostor,  before  lord  chief  justice  Holt,  was 
"  ten  or  twelve  years  after  the  trials  in  New  England.  This 
"  was  a  great  discouragement  to  prosecutions  in  England  for 
"  witchcraft,  but  an  effectual  stop  was  not  put  to  them  until 
the  act  of  parliament  in  the  reign  of  his  late  majesty,  George 
II.  Even  this  did  not  wholly  cure  the  common  people,  and 
"  we  hear  of  old  women  ducked  and  cruelly  murdered  within 
''these  last  twenty  years.  Reproach,  then,  for  hanging 
"  witches,  although  it  has  been  often  cast  upon  the  people  of 
"  New  Engla.id  by  those  of  Old^  yet  it  must  have  been  done 
"  xuith  an  ill  grace.'''' 

8.  As  respects  political  intrepidity^  we  m,ay  challenge  a 
comparison  between  our  ancestors,  and  the  communities  the 
most  renowned  for  that  potent  virtue.  The  instances  of  it 
with  which  our  colonial  annals  abound,  are  inestimably  pre- 
cious, as  lessons  and  incentives  for  the  American  people  at 
all  times,  and  under  all  circumstances.  We  cannot  too  often 
remind  each  other  how  heroically  the  first  settlers,  and  the 


*  Hist,  of  Mass.  vol.  ii.  chap.  i. 

f  Commentaries,  b.  iv,  c.  iv.  "  Witchcraft  ov  sorcery  is  a  truth  to  which  evety 
nation  in  the  world,  hath,  in  its  turn,  borne  testimony,  by  either  examples 
seemingly  well  attested,  or  prohibitory  laws,  which  at  )eft6't  suppose,  the- pos- 
sibility of  a  Goiamerce  with  evil  spirits." 
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PAKT  T  generations  immediately  succeeding,  overlooked  their  own 
^^'^^'^^  physical  weakness  and  domestic  dangers,  and  braved  the 
power  and  pride  of  the  mother  country,  in  asserting  the 
rights  of  man  and  the  privileges  recognized  or  implied  in 
their  charters.  The  complaints  which  the  British  historians 
and  orators  have  uttered  concerning  their  haughty  and  re- 
fractory spirit,  and  their  early  aspirations  after  positive 
sovereignty,  are  to  be  cherished  as  testimonies  borne  to  the 
elevation  of  their  character.  I  repeat  with  exultation,  and 
think  there  should  be  no  anxiety  on  the  part  of  any  Ameri- 
can to  avoid,  the  reproaches  intended  to  be  made  by  such 
allegations  as  the  following; — 

"The  persons  whom  the  Plymouth  compan}' sent  over  to  America,  as  soon 
as  they  landed  there,  considered  themselves  as  individuals  united  by  volun- 
tary associations,  possessing"  the  natural  rights  of  men  who  form  a  society,  to 
ado])t  what  mode  of  g'overnment,  and  to  enact  what  laws  they  deemed  most 
conducive  to  general  felicity.  Suitably  to  these  ideas,  they  framed  all  their 
future  plans  of  court  and  ecclesiastical  policy.* 

"  Massachusetts,  in  conformity  to  its  accustomed  principles,  acted  during 
the  civil  wars,  almost  altogether  as  an  independent  state.  It  formed  leagues 
not  only  with  the  neighbouring  colonies,  but  with  foreign  nations,  without 
the  consent  or  knowledge  of  the  government  of  England.  It  permitted  no 
appeals  from  its  courts  to  the  judicatories  of  the  sovereign  state;  and  it  re- 
fused to  exercise  its  jurisdiction  in  the  name  of  the  commonwealth  of  Eng- 
land. It  erected  a  mint  at  Boston,  impressing  the  year  1652  on  the  coin, 
as  the  era  of  independence.**  Thus  evincing  to  all  what  had  been  foretold 
by  the  wise,  that  a  people  of  such  principles,  religious  and  political,  settling 
at  so  great  a  distance  from  control,  would  necessarily  form  an  independent 
state.f 

"During  the  greater  part  of  the  reign  of  Charles  II,  the  colony  of  Connec- 
ticut acted  rather  as  an  independent  state,  than  as  the  inconsiderable  terri- 
tory of  a  great  nation.  The  general  orders  of  that  prince  were  contemned,  be- 
cause the  ro3'al  interposition  was  deemed  inconsistent  with  the  charter.  The 
acts  of  navigation  were  despised  and  disobeyed,  because  they  were  consider- 
ed equally  inconsistent  with  the  freedom  of  trade  as  with  the  security  of  an- 
cient i)riviieges:  and  the  courts  of  justice  refused  to  allow  appeals  to  Eng- 
land, because  the  powers  of  ultimate  jurisdiction  were  claimed  from  the 
patent  t 

"  On  receiving  authentic  news  of  the  revolution  of  1688,  and  the  accession 
of  William  and  Mary,  though  the  people  of  Massachusetts  spoke  with  de- 
ference of  the  higher  powers  in  England,  and  of  their  relationship  to  it,  they 
resolved  with  tlwir  peculiar  apirit,  that  the  settlement  of  their  government  on 
that  extraordinary  eccasion,  belonged  wholly  to  themsclves."i: 

*'  The  Americans  have  had  all  along*  a  reluctance  to  order  and  good  go- 
vernment, since  their  first  establishment  in  their  country.  They  have 
been  obstinate,  undutiful,  and  ungovernable  from  the  very  beginning  : 
from  their  first  infant  settlements  in  that  country.  They  began  to  manifest 
this  spirit  as  early  as  the  reign  of  Charles  the  First.     They  disputed 


♦  Robertson's  History  of  America,  vol.  iv. 
I  Chalmers,  chap.  viii.  Annals, 
i  Ibid. 
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our  right  of  fishing  on  their  coasts,  in  the  times  of  the  commonwealtli  and  SECT.  II. 
protectorate,  8ic.*  ^^^^ 

"  The  bad  consequences  of  planting  northern  colonies  were  early  pre- 
dicted. Sir  Josiah  Child  foretold,  before  the  revolution,  that  they  would, 
in  the  end,  prove  our  rivals  in  power,  commerce,  and  manufactures.  Dave- 
nant  adopted  the  same  ideas,  and  foresaw  what  has  since  happened :  he 
foresaw  that  whenever  America  found  herself  of  sufficient  strength  to  con- 
tend with  the  mother  country,  she  would  endeavour  to  form  herself  into  a 
separate  and  independent  state.  This  has  been  the  constant  object  of  New 
England,  almost  from  her  earliest  infancy,"  &.c.f 

We  find  the  colony  of  Virginia,  when  only  in  its  seven- 
teenth year,  (1624,)  and  just  recovered  from  the  heaviest  dis- 
asters, answering,  through  its  general  assembly,  an  angry  and 
insidious  inquiry  into  its  condition  and  dispositions,  ordered 
by  the  king  and  privy  council,  and  resisting  the  artifices  and 
threats  of  the  commissioners  deputed  from  England  for  the 
purpose  of  extorting  a  surrender  of  its  charter,  with  the  ut- 
most sagacity  and  boldness,  or,  to  use  the  phrase  of  its  histo- 
rian, Stith,  "  with  sharpness  and  vigour^" — with  an  array  of 
the  loftiest  principles,  and  in  a  style  of  composition  very  little 
inferior  to  the  best  of  that  age.:):  The  same  colony,  only 
twelve  years  after,  seized  the  royal  governor,  Harvey,  become 
odious  to  them  by  his  exactions  and  insolence,  and  sent  him  a 
prisoner  to  London.  And  it  is  further  illustrative  of  her  in- 
trepidity, that  Charles  I.  considered  the  proceeding  as  an  act 
of  rebellion,  and  reinstated  the  obnoxious  officer, — to  super- 
sede him,  however,  immediately,  by  one  of  a  character  dissi- 
milar in  all  respects.  Virginia,  prepossessed  in  favour  of  the 
royal  cause,  resisted  the  government  of  the  Protectorate,  by 
arms,  in  1651,  and  submitted  at  length  to  the  powerful  squa- 
dron sent  to  enforce  her  obedience,  only  upon  terms  which 
do  infinite  honour  to  her  courage,  and  remain  a  striking  me- 
morial of  her  resolute  and  enlightened  attachment  to  liber- 
ty. The  following  abstract  of  some  of  the  articles  of  capi- 
tulation will  be  read  with  interest.  1.  "  The  plantation  of 
tc  Yirginia^  and  all  the  inhabitants  thereof,  shall  remain  in 
"  due  subjection  to  the  Commonwealth  of  England^  not  as  a 


*  Earl  Talbot,  in  the  House  of  Lords.    Debate  of  Feb.  29,  1776. 

f  Lord  Mansfield,  in  the  House  of  Lords.    Debate  Nov.  15,  1775. 

\  See  the  account  of  this  controversy,  in  the  5th  book  of  Stith's  History 
of  Virginia.  *'  Every  titheable  or  taxable  inhabitant,"  says  Burk,  "  voted 
for  members  of  assembly.  And  what  honour  does  not  the  choice  of  such 
an  assembly  as  that  of  1624,  reflect  on  the  colonists ;  what  sagacity  and 
public  spirit  does  it  not  suppose  in  them,  at  a  juncture  so  delicate  and  try= 
ing,  to  have  selected  a  body  which  immediately  saw  their  true  interest,  and 
pursued  it  with  ardour  and  unanimity,  in  the  face  of  the  royal  commission- 
ers, and  in  defiance  of  the  authority  and  resentment  of  the  king." 
Vol.  I.— H 
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PART  I.  conquered  country,  but  as  a  country  submitting  by  their 
^-^""^''"^^  "  own  voluntary  act,  and  shall  enjoy  such  freedoms  and  privi- 

leges  as  belong  to  the  free  people  of  England,  2.  The  gene- 
"  ral  assembly,  as  formerly,  shall  convene,  and  transact  the  af- 
"  fairs  of  the  colony.  3.  The  people  of  Virgmia  shall  have  a 
"  free  trade,  as  the  people  of  England^  to  all  places,  and  with 
"  all  nations.  4.  Virgima  shall  be  free  from  all  taxes,  cus- 
"  toms,  and  impositions  whatsoever;  and  none  shall  be  im- 
"  posed  on  them,  without  consent  of  the  general  assembly ; 

and  neither  forts  nor  castles  be  erected,  or  garrisons  main- 

tained  without  their  own  consent."^ 

Her  subsequent  conduct  has  been  the  theme  of  lofty  pane- 
gyric with  all  the  historians.  She  took  advantage  of  the  sud- 
den death  of  a  governor  named  by  Cromwell,  to  restore  the 
royal  officers,  and  proclaimed  Charles  II.  even  before  intelli- 
gence was  received  of  the  demise  of  the  Protector.  The  spirit 
which  produced  these  exploits,  descended  without  interruption 
or  enervation,  and  proved  its  identity  and  divinity  in  the  reso- 
lutions offered  by  Patrick  Henry,  in  1 765 ;  in  the  propositions 
for  a  general  congress,  and  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

The  career  pursued  by  Massachusetts  from  her  birth, 
is  pre-eminent  for  daring,  as  well  as  dexterity,  and  may 
be  considered  in  these  respects  as  unique  in  the  annals  of  the 
world.  To  the  charter,  as  containing  a  confirmation  of  some 
portion  of  her  natural  liberty,  she  clung  with  a  pertinacious- 
ness,  under  every  vicissitude  and  pressure,  which  must  awaken 
in  all  generous  breasts,  a  thrilling  sympathy,  and  a  lively  admi- 
ration. Diminutive  as  she  was  in  1635,  yet,  when  a  rumour 
reached  the  colonies,  that  the  measure  of  a  general  govern- 
ment for  New  England  had  been  decided  upon  at  the  British 
Court,  her  magistrates  and  clergy  agreed  unanimously  that, 
"  if  such  a  governor  were  sent,  the  colony  ought  not  to  accept 
him,  but  to  defend  its  lawful  possessions."  When  her  patent 
was  demanded  in  1638,  by  order  of  the  king  in  council,  it  was 
answered,  that  if  the  charter  should  be  taken  away,  the  people 
would  remove  to  another  place,  and  confederate  under  some 
new  form  of  government;  and  such  was  their  resolution," 
says  the  historian  Hutchinson,  that  they  would  have  sought 
a  vacunm  domicilhim^  (a  favourite  expression  with  them,)  in 
some  part  of  the  globe,  where  they  would,  according  to  their 
apprehensions,  have  been  free  from  the  control  of  any  Euro- 
pean power."!  We  have  the  evidence  of  one  of  the  spies  of 


*  See  vol.  ii.  chap.  ii.  of  Burk's  History  of  Virginia: — for  the  entire  con- 
vention, and  a  just  commentary  upon  the  magnanimous  deportment  of  the 
colony. 

t  Vol.  i.  p.  8/. 
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Archbishop  Laud,  in  the  colony,  that  it  was,  at  this  period  of  SECT.  II. 
her  history,  accounted  perjury  and  treason  in  her  General  ^-^^v^^^ 
Court,,  to  speak  of  appeals  to  the  king. 

In  I641,the  General  Court  established  the  one  hundred  laws, 
called  the  Bodij  of  Liberties,  The  strain  of  them,  so  abhorrent 
and  advantageously  distinguished  from  the  genius  of  the  cotem- 
porary  legislation  in  England,  shows  with  what  fearless  deter- 
mination these  pilgrims  marched  up  to  their  invariable  object, 
of  civil  and  religious  freedom.  The  memorable  league  of  the 
New  England  Plantations,  in  1643,*  is  another  proof  of  the 
independent  and  confident  spirit  with  which  they  provided 
for  their  own  protection.    "  It  originated,"  says  Ch?.lmers, 

with  Massachusetts,  always  fruitful  in  projects  of  indepen- 
dence. No  patent  legalized  the  confederacy,  which  continued 
until  the  dissolution  of  the  charters,  in  1686.  Neither  the  con- 
sent nor  approbation  of  the  governing  powers  in  England  was 
ever  applied  for  or  given.  The  principles  upon  which  this 
famous  association  was  formed  were  altogether  those  of  self- 
government,  of  absolute  sovereignty."!  Massachusetts  saw 
from  the  beginning,  the  true  bearing  of  the  acts  of  navigation 
of  1651  and  1660,  and  of  the  custom  house  duties  prescribed 
in  1672,  upon  her  interests  and  natural  rights,  and  she  evad- 
ed or  resisted  them,  until  the  whole  weight  of  the  mother 
country  was  turned  to  their  enforcement.  The  officer  sent 
from  England,  to  collect  the  customs  at  Boston,  was  recalled, 
upon  his  representation,  "  that  he  was  in  danger  of  being  pu- 
nished with  death,  by  virtue  of  an  ancient  law,  as  a  subverter 
of  the  constitution."  When  taxed  with  disobedience,  the  Ge- 
neral Court  did  not  hesitate  to  allege,  that  "  the  acts  of  navi- 
gation were  an  invasion  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  sub- 
jects of  his  majesty  in  that  colony,  they  being  not  represented 
in  Parliament;  and  that,  according  to  the  usual  sayings  of  the 
learned  in  the  law,  the  laws  of  England  were  bounded  within 
the  four  seas,  and  did  not  reach  America.'*''  Some  of  the  other 
provinces  joined  in  this  language,  and  were  equally  hardy  in 
their  practice.  Massachusetts,  from  the  outset,  openly  con- 
tended against  the  doctrine,  that  Parliament  had  a  right  to 
make  laws  binding  the  colonies  in  all  cases  whatsoever;  she 
denied  the  competency  of  that  body  to  impose  any  tax  upon, 
them,  without  the  consent  of  their  legislatures.  Her  theory, 
on  this  head,  was  solemnly  proclaimed  in  1692,  and  embo- 
died in  one  of  the  laws  which  she  then  framed  under  the  new 

*  See  vol.  i.  of  Trumbull's  History  of  Connecticut,  for  a  detailed  account 
of  this  confederation, 
t  Chap.  viii.  Annals. 
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PART  I.  charter  received  from  William.  In  1663,  Rhode  Island  for- 
^^^"^''"^^  mally  enacted  it,  as  one  of  her  privileges,  that  no  tax  should 
be  imposed  on,  or  required  of  the  colonists,  but  by  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly.  The  Assembly  of  New  York  nobly  passed  reso- 
•  lutions  to  the  same  purport,  in  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth 
century.  As  early  as  1624,  the  Assembly  of  Virginia  had  set 
the  example  of  asserting  this  principle  as  fundamental. 

Massachusetts  manifested  a  strong  predilection  for  the 
cause  of  the  independents  in  England,  during  the  civil  wars ; 
but  she  resisted  the  attempts  of  the  Long  Parliament  upon  the 
sacred  charter.  Being  strongly  advised,  in  1641,  when  suf- 
fering much  domestic  distress  and  embarrassment,  to  solicit 
parliamentary  aid  or  patronage,  she  steadily  refused,  with  a 
train  of  reasoning,  which  well  deserves  to  be  noted. — "  If  we 
place  ourselves  under  the  protection  of  Parliament,  we  must 
be  subject  to  all  such  laws  as  they  should  make,  or  at  least, 
such  as  they  might  impose  upon  us,  in  which  course,  though 
Parliament  might  intend  our  good,  yet  it  might  prove  very 
prejudicial."^ 

The  carriage  of  the  northern  colonies,  on  the  restoration, 
when  all  England  fell  prostrate  before  the  monarchical  page- 
ant, may  be  best  told  in  the  angry  language  of  the  loyal  Chal- 
mers. "  The  people  of  New  England  received  the  tidings  of 
that  interesting  event  with  a  caution  bordering  on  incredulity; 
announced  the  king  in  a  manner  almost  insulting;  and  submit- 
ted not  to  the  resolutions  of  the  supreme  power,  till  they  had, 
by  their  orvri  resolves^  declared  their  ozvn  privileges,^^  The 
affectionate  reception  which  Connecticut  gave  to  the  regicides, 
even  after  their  attainder  by  Parliament,  who  here  enjoyed  a 
long  life  of  miserable  security,  and  died  in  peace,  sufficiently 
demonstrates  her  principles  and  attachments. |  She  received 
the  royal  commissioners  with  studied  indifference,  and  with  a 
fixed  resolution  to  deride  their  authority  and  disobey  their 
commands.":): 

*  Hutchinson,  chapter  i. 

I  The  regicides,  to  whom  our  author  refers,  were  Whalley  and  Goffe, 
men  of  great  abihties  and  accomplishments,  of  a  noble  spirit,  and  wiiming 
demeanour.  The  conduct  of  the  people  of  New  England  towards  them, 
does  not,  methinks,  suffer  in  the  comparison  with  the  procedure  related  in 
the  following  passage  of  Evelyn's  Memoirs  :  "  This  day  the  30th  of  Jany. 
1660,  were  the  carcases  of  those  arch  rebells  Cromwell,  Bradshaw,  the 
judge  who  condemned  his  majesty,  and  Ireton,  sonn-in-law  to  ye  usurper, 
dragg'd  out  of  their  superb  tombs  in  Westmr-  among  the  kings,  to  Tyburn, 
and  hang*d  on  the  gallows  there  from  9  in  ye  morning  till  six  at  night,  and 
then  burled  under  that  fatal  and  ignominious  monument  in  a  deepe  pit, 
thousands  who  had  seen  them  in  all  their  pride,  being  spectators."  (Vol. 
i.  p.  317.) 

%  Chapter  xli.  Annals. 
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New  England  generally,  prohibited  all  appeals  to  the  par-  SECT.  II. 
liament  or  the  king  in  council ;  and  Massachusetts  in  particu-  ^^^^v^^ 
lar,  fined  and  imprisoned  certain  persons,  for  designing  to  so- 
licit parliament  to  revise  a  sentence  of  the  General  Court. 
This  body,  on  the  arrival  of  the  commissioners  sent  by  Charles 
II.  in  1665,  to  investigate  and  regulate  the  affairs  of  New 
England,  put  them  under  close  supervision;  refused  to  recog- 
nize their  authority,  or  to  impose  the  oath  of  allegiance  required 
from  the  people,  unless  with  nice  restrictions  and  limitations ; 
counteracted  all  their  proceedings,  and  resolved  "  to  adhere  to 
the  patent  so  dearly  obtained  and  so  long  enjoyed  by  undoubted 
right  in  the  sight  of  God  and  man."  The  commissioners  would 
seem  to  have  been  imbued  with  something  of  the  spirit  which 
actuates  the  modem  English  critics.  One  of  their  letters,  to 
the  general  court,  dated  in  1668,  begins  thus:  "  We  have  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  your  marshal,  subscribed  by  the  secreta- 
ry, so  full  of  untruth,  and  in  some  places  wanting  grammar 
construction^  that  w^e  are  unwilling,"  &c.  The  account  w^hich 
Chalmers  gives  of  the  conclusion  of  their  transactions  in 
Massachusetts,  is  an  amusing  picture  of  the  temper  of  both 
parties. 

"  The  commissioners  at  length  peremptorily  asked  the  g-eneral  court,  *  Do 
you  acknowledge  the  royal  commission  to  be  of  full  force  to  all  the  purposes 
contained  in  it  V  But,  to  a  question  at  once  so  decisive  and  embarrassing, 
the  general  court  excused  itself  from  giving  a  direct  answer,  and  chose 
rather  to  '  plead  his  majesty's  charter.'  The  commissioners,  however,  at- 
tempting to  hear  a  complaint  against  the  governor  and  companVj  the  gene- 
ral court,  with  a  characteristic  vigour,  published  by  sound  of  trumpet,  its 
disapprobation  of  this  proceeding,  and  prohibited  every  one  from  abetting 
a  conduct  so  inconsistent  with  their  duty  to  God  aiid  their  allegiance  to  tlie 
king.  And,  in  May,  1665,  the  commissioners  determined  '  to  lose  no  more 
labour  upon  men,  who  misconstrued  all  their  endeavours,  and  opposed  the 
royal  authority.'  They  soon  after  departed,  threatening  their  opponents 
'  with  the  punishment  which  so  many  concerned  in  the  late  rebellion  had 
met  with  in  England.'  "* 

All  the  agents  of  New  England 'with  the  British  govern- 
ment, had  it  in  especial  charge  "  to  consent  to  nothing  that 
should  infringe  the  liberties  granted  by  charter."  • 

The  manner  in  which  Connecticut  frustrated  the  attempt 
of  Andros,  in  1675,  to  acquire  for  the  Duke  of  York  the 
country  lying  westward  of  the  Connecticut  river — the  discom- 
fiture of  the  same  tyrannical  viceroy  of  the  Stuarts,  when  he 
endeavoured,  in  1687,  to  possess  himself  of  her  charter — his 
deposition  and  imprisonment  by  the  people  of  Boston,  in  1689, 


*  Chap.  xvi.  Annals. 


62 


CHARACTER  AND  MERITS 


PART  I.  and  the  resumption,  by  all  the  New  England  provinces,  of 
^•^^^^-"^  their  abrogated  charters  and  forms  of  government,  even  be- 
fore they  received  any  certain  intelligence  of  the  success  of 
William  in  England — the  re-establishment,  in  1668,  of  the 
authority  of  Massachusetts  over  New  Hampshire,  by  the  ge- 
neral court,  in  defiance  of  the  royal  authority* — the  violent 
subversion,  in  1672,  of  the  proprietary  government  in  New 
Jersey — the  insurrectionary  movements  of  Albemarle  in  1677 
— ^the  revolution  of  1719  in  South  Carolina — the  successful 
struggles  of  the  general  court  of  Massachusetts,  between  the 
years  1721  and  1730,  with  the  royal  governors  of  that  inter- 
val, backed  as  they  were  by  the  countenance  of  the  crown — 
are  all  so  many  additional  incidents,  which  may  be  singled 
out  of  a  multitude,  to.  exemplify  the  passionate  zeal,  the 
fearlessness,  and  activity  of  the  first  generations  of  Ameri- 
cans, in  the  cause  of  civil  liberty;  as  their  institutions  may 
.be  cited  to  prove  their  clear  discernment  of  its  true  prin- 
ciples and  appropriate  forms.  England  possessed,  in  the 
seventeenth  century,  some  votaries  to  the  same  cause,  of 
the  largest  views  and  boldest  determination :  but  the  true 
model  of  freedom  was,  as  I  have  already  intimated,  neither 
sought  nor  comprehended  by  the  nation  in  general.  This  is 
palpable  from  the  despotic  genius  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
the  kindred  spirit  of  the  Restoration  The  main  spring  and 
principle  of  the  civil  wars,  and  even  of  the  revolution  of  1688, 
was  religious  rancour;  not  the  desire  or  intelligence  of  political 
liberty — an  object  always  subordinate  to  the  gratification  of 
fanatical  hate,  and  the  acquisition  of  inordinate  power.  It  is 
said  by  Hume,  that  the  British  were,  in  the  time  of  Charles  I., 
and  till  long  after,  of  all  the  European  nations,  the  most 
under  the  influence  of  that  religious  spirit,  which  tends  to  in- 
flame bigotry  and  beget  desperate  factions.  "  The  Scotch 
nation,"  he  adds,  "  plainly  discovered,  after  the  restoration, 
that  their  past  resistance  had  proceeded  more  from  the  turbu- 
lency  of  their  aristocracy,  and  the  bigotry  of  their  ecclesiastics, 
than  from  any  fixed  passion  towards  civil  liberty." 

The  New  England  plantations  could  not  feel,  and  did  not  find 
themselves,  secure  in  their  distance  from  the  British  court. 
Whatever  influence  the  circumstance  of  this  distance  might  be 
supposed  to  exert  in  bracing  their  spirit,  it  must  have  been  more 
than  counteracted  by  the  immense  disparity  of  strength,  and 
the  belief,  that,  if  pressed,  a  new  emigration  was  their  only 


*  Chalmers,  chap.  xix. 
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resource.  Their  situation  altogether, — apparently  so  forlorn  and  SECT, 
critical, — had  a  stronger  tendency  to  inspire  docility  and  sub-  ^-^^ 
mission  to  the  house  of  Stuart,  than  the  relative  position  of 
the  British  people.  But  let  the  language  and  countenance  of 
the  government  of  New  England,  in  the  year  1685,  be  com- 
pared with  those  of  the  British  parliament,  towards  James  II. 
at  the  same  period.  "  The  parliament,"  says  Hume,^  "  pro- 
ceeded to  examine  the  dispensing  power,  and  voted  an  address 
against  it.  The  address  was  expressed  in  the  most  respectful 
and  submissive  manner,  yet  it  was  very  ill  received  by  the 
king,  and  his  answer  contained  a  flat  denial.  The  Commons 
were  so  daunted  with  this  reply,  that  they  kept  silence  a  long 
time;  and  when  Coke,  a  member  from  Derby,  rose  and  said, 
1  hope  we  are  all  Englishmen,  and  not  to  be  frightened  by  a 
few  hard  words,'  so  little  spirit  appeared  in  that  assembly, 
often  so  refractory  and  mutinous,  that  they  sent  him  to  the 
tower  for  bluntly  expressing  a  free  and  generous  sentiment. 

"  On  their  next  meeting,  t)iey  very  submissively  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  supply  demanded  by  the  court,  and 
even  went  so  far  as  to  establish  funds  for  paying  the  sum  voted 
in  nine  years  and  a  half.  The  king,  therefore,  had,  in  effect, 
almost  without  a  struggle,  obtained  a  total  victory  over  the 
Commons ;  and  instead  of  contesting  an  additional  revenue  to 
the  crown ;  and  rendering  the  king  in  some  degree  independent, 
contributed  to  increase  those  imminent  dangers,  with  which 
they  had  so  good  reason  to  be  alarmed." 

I  shall  have  occasion,  as  I  proceed  with  the  main  subject, 
to  notice  so  many  brilliant  traits  of  civil  courage,  in  the  ca- 
reer of  the  colonists,  that  I  ought  to  be  satisfied  with  what 
I  have  adduced,-  and  it  is  not,  moreover,  a  part  of  my  plan, 
to  particularize  here,  their  heroic  proceedings  after  the  passage 
of  the  stamp  act;  these  are  sufficiently  emblazoned  in  the 
admiration  expressed  by  the  most  respectable  voices  and  pens 
of  England  herself.  But  I  must  be  indulged  with  culling 
from  the  history  of  Massachusetts  a  couple  of  incidents  more, 
as  contrasts  to  the  anecdote  just  quoted  from  Hume.  When 
Andros,  as  governor  general  of  New  England,  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  James  II.  imposed,  in  the  beginning  of  1688,  a  tax  of 
a  penny  in  the  pound  on  all  the  towns  under  his  government, 
the  selectmen  (municipal  officers)  of  those  of  Massachusetts, 
particularly  of  Ipsv/ich,  voted, "  that  inasmuch  as  it  was  against 
the  common  privileges  of  English  subjects,  to  have  money 
raised  without  their  own  consent  given  in  an  assembly  or  par- 
liament; therefore  they  would  petition  the  king  for  liberty  of 
an  assembly  before  they  made  any  rates" — nor  did  they  yield 


*  Chapter  Ixx. 
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PART  I.  the  point,  although  put  to  the  test  by  imprisonment  and  heavy 
'^'^'^^'^^  fines.*  The  other  case  is  of  the  year  1761.  In  that  year,  the 
governor  of  the  colony,  Bernard,  took  upon  himself  to  equip 
the  province  sloop  Massachusetts,  upon  a  more  expensive  scale 
than  that  prescribed  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  or  than  what 
was  called,  "  the  old  establishment."  On  receiving  from 
him  a  message  relating  to  it,  the  house  immediately  prepared, 
and  voted  by  a  large  majority,  an  answer  which  contained  the 
following  passages:  "Justice  to  ourselves  and  our  constituents 
oblige  us  to  remonstrate  against  the  method  of  making  or  in- 
creasing establishments,  by  the  governor  and  council.  It  is, 
in  effect,  taking  from  the  House  their  most  darling  privilege, 
the  right  of  originating  all  taxes." 

"No  necessity  can  be  sufficient  to  justify  a  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  giving  up  such  a  privilege  j/br  it  xvould  be  of  little 
consequence  to  the  people^  whether  they  were  subject  to  George 
or  Louis^  the  king  of  Great  Britaiji  or  the  French  king^  if  both 
were  arbitrary^  as  both  would  be^  if  both  could  levy  taxes  with- 
out parliament,'^'' 

9.  The  most  prejudiced  of  the  English  writers  have  scarcely 
ventured  to  decry  the  domestic  morals  and  habits  of  the  early 
colonists.  Industry,  order,  temperance,  and  the  social  affec- 
tions were  demonstrated  by  the  rapid  increase  of  their  means, 
comforts,  and  numbers,  and  by  the  stability  of  their  institu- 
tions. The  rarity  of  political  changes,  or  intestine  dissen- 
.  tions,  of  domestic  origin,  after  the  several  communities  were 
formed,  is  in  itself,  adequate  proof  of  the  general  subordina- 
tion to  the  authority  of  law  and  reason.  Hutchinson  men- 
tions that  "  in  the  Massachusetts  colony,  for  the  first  thirty 
years,  although  the  governor  and  assistants  were  annually 
chosen  by  the  body  of  the  people,  yet  they  confined  themselves 
to  the  principal  gentlemen  of  family,  estate,  understanding, 
and  integrity ;"  and  that  "  there  were  instances  in  the  char- 
ter governments  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  where 
the  representatives  had  virtue  enough  to  withstand  popular 
prejudices,  when  the  governor's  council  had  not."f  The 
question  of  restoring  to  New  England,  the  charter  suppressed 
by  James  II.,  was  submitted,  after  the  accession  of  William  III. 
to  Hook,  an  eminent  lawyer  of  the  British  capital.  This 
enlightened  individual,  in  pronouncing  in  the  affirmative,  did 

*  See  "  A  Narrative  of  the  Miseries  of  New  Eng-land,  by  reason  of  an  arbi- 
trary government  erected  there  by  James  II."  This  cr.rious  pamphlet, 
which  arraigns  with  the  utmost  severity  the  administration  of  Andros,  was 
printed  in  Boston  during  what  it  calls  "  his  tyrannic  reign,"  and  re-printed 
in  the  same  place  in  the  year  1775. 

f  Vol.  ii.  chap.  i. 
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not  hesitate  to  describe  the  colonists  as  "  a  people  who  had  SECT.  ii. 
maintained  civility  beyond  any  other  on  earthJ''*  The  authors  v-^^v-^^ 
of  the  modern  part  of  the  Universal  History,  referring  lo  the 
same  era,  remark,  that  "  the  police  of  the  inhabitants  of  New 
England,  with  regard  to  their  morals,  surpassed  that  of  any 
in  the  world."  Such  was  their  reputatron  for  discipline  and 
virtue,  that  the  pious  of  the  mother  country  sent  over  their 
children  for  education.  The  legislators  of  New  England 
were,  indeed,  exorbitantly  austere  with  respect  to  the  elegant 
recreations  of  civilized  life  :  They  prohibited,  moreover, 
horse  racing,  cock  fighting,  bull  and  bear  baiting.  In  exclud- 
ing these  vulgar  and  vicious  sports,  they  certainly  did  not  suf- 
fer in  the  contrast  with  those  who,  in  Britain,  tolerated  such 
pastime  as  the  following  of  which  we  read  in  Evelyn's  Me- 
moirs; "There  was  now  (April,  1667,)  a  very  gallant  horse 
to  be  baited  to  death  with  dogs. — -They  run  him  through  with 
their  swords,  when  the  dogs  did  not  succeed,"  &c. 

Religion  was  the  fundamental  order  of  society,  and  univer- 
sally cultivated,  in  all  the  colonies  north  of  the  Potomac,  ex- 
cept New  York,  Even  in  this  province,  into  whose  political 
being  it  had  not  entered  as  an  element,  as  in  the  case  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  New  England,  it  flourished  in  considerable  vi- 
gour and  diffusion.  Throughout  New  England,  the  first 
measure  in  the  organization  of  the  commonwealths,  was  to 
establish  a  system  by  which  all  should  partake  of  religious 
worship  and  instruction.  The  representation  which  was 
made  officially  in  1680,  to  the  Committee  of  Plantations, 
concerning  the  condition  of  Connecticut  in  this  respect,  ad- 
mits of  being  applied  to  the  whole  of  New  England.  "  Great 
care  is  taken  of  the  instruction  of  the  people  of  Connecti- 
cut in  the  Christian  religion,  by  ministers  catechising  and 
preaching  twice  every  Sabbath,  and  sometimes  on  lecture 
days ;  and  also  by  masters  of  families  instructing  and  teach- 
ing their  children  and  servants,  which  the  law  commands 
them  to  do.  We  have  twenty-six  towns  and  there  are 
twenty-one  churches  in  them,  and  in  every  one  there  is  a 
settled  minister." 

A  mild,  steady,  sedulous  piety,  very  little  polemical  or 
fanatical,  distinguished  the  founders  of  Pennsylvania ;  spread 
its  purifying  and  quickening  influence  over  the  new  settlers 
of  every  nation  and  sect,  and  gave  a  permanent  complexion 
of  efficacious  faith  to  that  province.  New  Jersey  had  risen 
under  the  same  fortunate  auspices,  and  wore  a  similar 
aspect.  To  the  excellent  religious  character  of  Maryland, 
during  the  seventeenth  century,  even  Chalmers  bears  tes- 

Vol.  I.— -I 
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PART  I.  timony,  in  opposition  to  those  who,  out  of  a  charitable  abo- 
mination  of  the  bare  existence  of  Popery,  and  in  order  to 
persuade  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  of  the  necessity  of  an 
established  Protestant  religion  in  the  province,  scrupled  not 
to  paint  it  as  a  "  Sodom  of  uncleanness,  and  a  pest  house  of 
iniquity."*  Virginia  was  devoted  to  the  Church  of  England ; 
supported  a  numerous  clergy,  upon  a  most  liberal  establish- 
ment; and  in  all  her  ecclesiastical  arrangements,  as  they  are 
detailed  by  the  historian,  Beverley,f  manifested  a  lively  and 
honest  solicitude  for  the  diflFusion  and  decency  of  divine  wor- 
ship. In  her  feelings  on  this  head,  Burk  finds  a  satisfactory 
solution  for  her  tenacious  adherence  to  the  royal  cause.  His 
observations  are  sufficiently  remarkable  to  be  copied.  "  The 
measures  of  the  patriots  in  England,  manifestly  tended  to  a 
complete  alteration,  or  rather  abolition,  of  the  forms  and  dis- 
cipline of  that  church,  which  the  Virginians  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  revere ;  and  the  Puritans,  whom  they  held  in  abhor- 
rence, appeared  as  the  principal  agents  in  this  scheme  for  the 
destruction  of  religion."  "  This^  I  apprehend,  was  the  prin- 
cipal, if  not  the  only  motive  for  their  new  bom  ardour,  in  fa- 
vour of  royalty.  Their  political  attachments  were  obviously 
on  the  other  side  ;  and  in  the  career  of  liberty  and  resistance* 
they  had  even  anticipated  and  outstripped  the  Parliament. 
They  had  the  same  marked  regard  for  their  rights  and  privi- 
leges, as  this  illustrious  body  ;  they  resisted  with  equal  ardour, 
and  for  a  long  time,  with  greater  success,  the  encroachments 
and  the  insolence  of  the  crown.":|: 

For  the  practical  religion  of  Great  Britain,  during  the  se- 
venteenth centur}'-,  I  refer  my  readers  to  any  the  most  national 
of  her  historians.  In  marking  the  furious,  desolating  fanati- 
cism of  the  Roundheads,  Hume  admits,  that  riot,  disorder,  and 
infidelity  prevailed  very  much  among  the  partisans  of  the 
church  and  monarchy.  The  mutual  hatred  and  excitement  of 
sects  gave,  he  remarks,  just  reason  to  dre?  J,  at  every  moment, 
"  all  the  horrors  of  the  ancient  massacre  s  and  proscriptions."^ 
A  state  of  faction  and  rebellion,  of  political  and  religious  dis- 
sention,  inflamed  into  sanguinary  wars,  was  but  little  favour- 
able to  morals,  and  necessarily  produced  a  general  taint,  which 
would  not  soon,  if  ever,  be  completely  expelled.  Its  effects 
are  visible  to  us  in  the  literary  works  which  are  in  our  hands, 
and  which  justify  the  observation  of  Hume,  that,  of  all  the 


*  See  Chalmei*s'  Political  Annals,  chap.  xv. 

t  History  of  Virginia,  from  1585  to  1780,  b.  iv.  c.  vii. 

t  History  of  Virginia,  vol.  ii.  c.  ii. 

§  History  of  England,  chap.  Ixii. 
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considerable  writers  of  the  age  of  the  two  last  Stuarts,  "  Sir  SECT,  n, 
William  Temple  is  almost  the  only  one  who  kept  himself  alto-  ^•^'v^-' 
gether  unpolluted  by  that  inundation  of  vice  and  licentiousness 
rvhich  overwhelmed  the  nation,^^^  The  fidelity  of  the  general 
picture  drawn  by  the  same  master  hand,  has  never  been  ques- 
tioned. "  The  people,  during  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  and 
James  II.  were,  in  a  great  measure,  cured  of  that  wild  fana- 
ticism, by  which  they  had  formerly  been  so  much  agitated. 
Whatever  new  vices  they  might  acquire,  it  may  be  doubted, 
whether,  by  this  change,  they  were,  in  the  main,  much  losers 
in  point  of  morals.  By  the  example  of  the  king  and  the  cava- 
liers, licentiousness  and  debauchery  became  very  prevalent  in 
the  nation.  The  pleasures  of  the  table  were  much  pursued. 
Love  was  treated  rather  as  an  appetite  than  a  passion.  The 
one  sex  began  to  abate  of  the  national  character  of  chastity, 
without  being  able  to  inspire  the  other  with  sentiment  or  deli- 
cacy. The  abuses  in  the  former  age,  arising  from  overstrain- 
ed pretensions  of  piety,  had  much  propagated  the  spirit  of  ir- 
religion ;  and  many  of  the  ingenious  men  of  this  period,  lie 
under  the  imputation  of  Deism.  The  same  factions  which  for- 
merly distracted  the  nation  were  revived,  and  exerted  them- 
selves in  the  most  ungenerous  and  unmanly  enterprises  against 
each  other."-'- 

10.  The  parliamentary  party  in  England  ostentatiously  con- 
temned all  human  learning,  and  were  wholly  indifferent  to  the 
object  of  general  education.  The  American  colonists  had 
scarcely  opened  the  forests,  and  constructed  habitations,  when 
they  bent  their  attention  to  that  object.  As  early  as  1637,  only 
a  few  years  after  the  landing  at  Plymouth, — the  legislature  of 
Massachusetts  founded  and  endowed,  for  the  ancient  languages, 
and  higher  branches  of  learning,  a  college  which  began  to  con- 
fer degrees  in  1642,  and  has  since  ripened  into  an  university 
of  the  first  class  both  in  extent  and  usefulness.  To  this  insti- 
tution, the  plantations  of  Connecticut  and  New  Haven,  as  long 
as  they  remained  unable  to  support  a  similar  one  at  home, 
contributed  funds  from  their  public  purse,  and  sent  such 
of  their  youth  as  they  wished  to  be  thoroughly  educated.^: 


*  Ibid.  chap.  Ixxi. 
t  Ibid. 

i  "  The  Rev.  W,  Sheppard  wrote,  in  1644,  to  the  commissioners  of  the 
united  colonies  of  New  England,  representing-  the  necessity  of  further  as- 
sistance for  the  support  of  scholars  at  Cambridg-e,  whose  parents  were  needy, 
and  desired  them  to  encourage  a  general  contribution  through  the  colonies. 
The  commissioners  approved  the  motion ;  and,  for  the  encouragement  of 
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PART  I.  It  seems  almost  incredible,  how  much  was  accomplished  itr 
^^'^y^'^y  this  way,  in  the  very  formation  of  the  settlements.  On  the 
death  of  the  first  literary  emigrants,  natives  of  Massachusetts, 
taught  in  the  province,  were  qualified  to  fill  the  void ;  and  not 
a  few  of  the  first  alumni  of  Harvard  College  attained  to  consi- 
derable literary  and  political  distinction  in  the  mother  country. 
But  what  is  chiefly  remarkable,  is  the  provision  made  for  the 
education  of  the  body  of  the  people,  then  and  in  all  future 
time.  As  a  specimen  of  the  arrangements  common  to  the 
New  England  colonies,  I  will  state  those  of  Connecticut.  By 
her  first  code  of  1639,  every  town,  consisting  of  fifty  families, 
was  obliged  by  the  laws,  to  maintain  a  good  school,  in  which 
reading  and  writing  should  be  well  taught ;  and  in  every  coun- 
try town  a  good  grammar  school  was  instituted.  Large  tracts 
of  land  were  given  and  appropriated  by  the  legislature,  to  af- 
ford them  a  permanent  support.  The  selectmen  of  every  town 
were  obliged  by  law  to  take  care  that  all  the  heads  of  families 
should  instruct  their  children  and  servants  to  read  the  English 
tongue  well. 

We  have  read  a  very  eloquent  speech  of  Mr.  Brougham, 
on  the  education  of  the  Poor,  pronounced  in  the  British  House 
of  Commons  (May,  1818,)  in  which  he  lavishes  compliments 
and  congratulations  upon  Scotland,  for  her  system  of  parish 
schools.  He  declares,  that  the  attention  which  she  had  be- 
stowed, in  early  times,  upon  the  subject  of  national  education, 
reflected  immortal  honour  upon  her  inhabitants,  and  that  it  had 
given  them  the  most  enviable  characteristics,  as  well  as  the 
happiest  fortunes. '  It  was  only,  however,  as  he  correcdy  states, 
in  1696,  that  the  scheme  of  extending  the  means  of  instruc- 
tion to  the  poorer  classes,  was  rendered  effectual,  by  what  he 
styles  "  one  of  the  last  and  best  acts  of  the  Scottish  Parlia- 
ment,"— "  a  law  justly  named  among  the  mo^t  precious  lega- 
cies which  it  bequeathed  to  its  country."  If  the  merit  and  the 
felicity  of  Scotland  on  this  score,  be  so  great,  how  is  not  New 
England  exalted  and  blessed! — where,  in  the  midst  of  dangers 
and  labours  the  most  arduous  in  which  a  community  of  men 
could  be  involved,  the  system  so  justly  commended  by  the  Bri- 
tish orator,  was  earlier,  and  has  been,  I  can  venture  to  assert, 
more  uniformly  and  completely  carried  into  eff'ect. 


literature,  recommended  it  to  the  general  courts  in  the  respective  colonies, 
to  take  it  into  their  consideration,  and  to  give  it  general  encouragement. 
The  general  courts  adopted  the  recommendation,  and  contributions  of  grain 
and  provisions  were  annually  made,  throughout  the  united  colonies,  for  the 
charitable  end  proposed."— Trumbull's  History  of  Con.  vol.  i.  ch.  viii. 
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The  outcasts  of  England,  in  the  first  part  of  the  seventeenth  SECT.  II. 
century,  brought  hither  with  them,  that  sense  of  the  importance 
and  beauty  of  national  education,  which  their  descendants 
have  constantly  cherished,  and  to  which  England  herself,  with 
all  her  boasted  illumination,  is  now  only  and  reluctantly  come. 
It  is  but  lately,  that  her  government  and  her  politicians  re- 
garded and  treated  the  universal  diffusion  of  knowledge, — the 
instruction  of  the  lower  classes,  particularly — as  a  critical,  not 
to  say  pernicious  theory.  "  About  eleven  years  ago,"  said  Mr, 
Brougham,  in  the  speech  to  which  I  have  referred,  "  Mr. 
Whitbread  broached  the  subject  of  the  education  of  the  poor. 
His  benevolent  views  met  with  great  opposition.  He  had  strong 
prejudices  to  encounter  even  in  men  of  high  character  and  ta- 
lents. It  is  melancholy  and  even  humiliating  to  reflect  that 
Mr.  Wyndham,  himself  the  model  of  a  finely  educated  man, 
should  have  stood  forward  as  the  active  opponent  of  national 
education.  He  was  followed  by  persons  who,  with  the  servile 
zeal  of  imitators,  outstripped  their  master,  and  maintained, 
that  if  you  taught  ploughmen  and  mechanics  to  read,  they 
would  thenceforward  disdain  to  work."* 

11.  In  partitioning  the  vast  region  of  North  America  among 
mercantile  companies  and  rapacious  courtiers,  the  monarchs 
of  England  were  wholly  unmindful  of  the  interests  of  the  abo- 
rigines. The  soil  was  granted,  as  though  the  Indians  had  no 
claim  or  want,  distinct  from  those  of  the  wild  beast ;  and  if  the 
settlers  had  placed  them  on  the  same  footing,  expelled  them 
alike  from  their  lairs,  and  hunted  them  together  to  destruc- 
tion, they  might  have  pleaded  the  tacit  warrant  of  the  mother 
country.  But  they  acted  in  a  very  different  spirit  from  that 
in  which  the  royal  patents  were  framed ; — they  purchased  with 
their  own  estates,  the  supposed  title  of  the  natives.  Almost 
every  foot  of  territory  occupied  by  the  whites  in  New  Eng- 
land, at  the  distance  of  many  years  from  the  formation  of 
their  communities,  and  until  wars  of  extermination  were  > 
commenced  against  them  by  the  Indians,  was  thus  acquired. 
Abundant  and  well  merited  honour  has  been  paid  to  Penn,  for 
his  conscientious  dealings  in  this  respect.    As  much  is  due, 


*  "  Nobody  can  have  forgotten  the  murmurs  and  dissonant  clamours,  with 
which  the  first  proposal  for  communicating  the  blessings  of  education  to  the 
great  body  of  the  people  was  lately  received." — Edinburgh  Review,  1814. 

"  We  well  remember,  when  all  attempts  to  educate  the  lower  classes, 
were  at  once  clamoured  down  by  the  real  or  pretended  apprehensions,  that 
such  education  would  disturb  the  order  of  society,  and  would  only  render 
"  the  poor  discontented  and  impatient."— Bell's  Weekly  Messenger,  Decem- 
ber, 1818. 
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I.  however,  to  the  founders  of  the  New  England  colonies;  to 
those  of  Maryland,  New  Jersey,  and  North  Carolina.  The 
Plymouth  colony  in  1621,  and  that  of  Massachusetts  in  1629; 
in  1633,  Calvert  and  his  band  of  Roman  Catholics;  and  Ro- 
ger Williams  and  his  associates,  in  1634,  set  the  example  of 
that  Christian  course,  which  is  so  properly  admired  and  ex- 
tolled in  Penn.  "  To  lay  a  foundation  for  a  firm  and  lasting 
friendship,"  says  Dummer,  after  the  historians,  "  they  called 
assemblies  of  the  Indians,  to  inquire  who  had  a  right  to  dis- 
pose of  their  lands,  and  being  told  that  it  was  their  feachems 
or  princes,  they  thereupon  agreed  with  them  for  what  districts 
they  bought,  publicly,  and  in  open  market."  It  became,  finally, 
in  all  the  settlements  undertaken  by  the  great  proprietors,  a 
fundamental  principle,  that  territory  was  to  be  purchased  from 
the  aborigines ;  and  this  principle  did  not  spring  from  the 
plantation  office  at  Whitehall,  but  was  rendered  necessary  to 
the  interests  of  the  proprietors  by  the  example  just  mentioned, 
and  the  dispositions  of  the  settlers. 

The  civilization  and  conversion  of  the  Indians  early  shared 
the  attention  and  the  resources  of  the  middle  and  northern  co- 
lonists, and  of  the  southern  planters  also,  though  in  a  less  de- 
gree.^ In  1646,  the  general  court  of  Massachusetts  passed 
an  act  to  encourage  the  propagation  of  the  gospel  among  the 
natives,  and  associations  of  clergymen  were  formed  for  the 
purpose,  under  its  auspices.  The  work  was  then  prosecuted 
with  apostolical  ardour  and  devotion, — upon  the  true  maxim 
in  the  case — that  "  the  Indians  must  be  civilized,  in  order  to 
being  christianized."  The  attention  of  the  English  nation  was 
not  excited  to  the  subject,  until  accounts  were  published  in 
England,  of  the  remarkable  progress  of  the  New  England 
missionaries.  In  1649,  Winslow,  the  agent  of  the  united  co- 
lonies, at  the  British  court,  extorted  from  the  parliament,  by 
pressing  instances  and  glowing  exhortations,  an  act,  which  in- 
corporated a  society  for  the  benefit  of  the  "  poor  heathens," 
and  which  recommended  to  the  good  people  of  England  and 
Wales  to  contribute  to  its  pious  objects  by  a  general  collection, 
inasmuch  as  the  New  England  people  had  exhausted  their 
estates  in  laying  the  foundations  of  many  hopeful  towns  and 
colonies  in  a  desolate  wilderness." 


*  See  Dummer's  Defence  of  the  Charters :  and  Burk's  History  of  Virg-i- 
nia,  vol.  ii.  chap.  ii.  The  regulations  of  the  assembly  of  Virginia,  in  1654, 
were  replete  with  humanity  as  well  as  good  sense.  Here,  as  well  as  in  New 
England,  to  preserve  the  Indians  from  being  overreached,  all  persons  were 
forbidden  to  purchase  land  from  them,  without  the  approbation  of  the  as- 
sembly. 
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Although  letters  were  published  besides,  at  the  solicitation  SECT.  II. 
of  the  American  agents,  from  the  two  universities  of  Oxford  v-^-v^^ 
and  Cambridge,  calling  upon  the  ministers  of  Britain  to  stir  up 
their  congregations  to  the  promotion  of  so  glorious  an  under- 
taking, yet,  according  to  Hutchinson,  great  opposition  was 
expressed  to  the  collection  in  England;  and  it  went  on  so 
slowly  that  an  attempt  was  made  to  raise  a  sum  out  of  the 
army.*  This,  too,  yielded  but  a  poor  harvest.  The  evangeli- 
cal charity  of  England  and  Wales  kindled,  however,  as  the 
fame  of  the  New  England  missions  increased,  and  at  length, 
on  the  accession  of  Charles  II.,  the  society,  incorporated  in 
1649,  found  itself  in  possession  of  six  or  seven  hundred  pounds 
a  year.  But  as  this  income  arose  out  of  an  act  of  the  Common- 
wealth-parliament^ it  was  in  danger  of  being  confiscated  by  the 
crown,  and  was  saved  at  last,  only  through  the  interest  which 
soriie  of  the  patrons  of  the  institution  happened  to  possess  at 
court.  This  fund  was  committed  to  some  of  the  old  magistrates 
and  ministers  of  New  England,  and  the  historians  concur  in  the 
allegation,  that  never  was  one  of  the  nature  more  faithfully  ap- 
plied. Notwithstanding,  it  was  near  being  wrested  from  them, 
in  the  time  of  James  II.,  and  transferred  to  much  less  scrupu- 
lous custody,  by  authority  of  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

Meantime  the  assemblies  of  New  England  allotted  tracts 
of  land  to  such  Indians  as  were  likely  to  become  Christians ; 
supplied  them  with  building  materials  and  household  utensils ; 
and  assisted  in  every  way,  the  unremitting  efforts  of  the  mis- 
sionary societies.  The  bible  was  translated  into  the  language 
of  the  natives,  and  published  in  1661.  Schools  were  opened  in 
the  Indian  settlements ;  the  children  taught  to  read;  and  such  of 
these  as  displayed  capacity,  placed  in  the  grammar  schools  of 
the  colonists,  and  even  of  the  university  at  Cambridge.  To 
furnish  some  idea  of  what  was  accomplished,  I  will  extract 
one  or  two  short  passages  on  the  subject,  from  Hutchinson. 
"  In  1660,  there  were  ten  Indian  towns  of  sucVi  as  were  called 
"  Praying  Indians,  in  Massachusetts. — In  1687,  as  appears  by 
"  a  letter  of  Dr.  Increase  Mather,  there  were  four  Indian  as- 
"  semblies  in  that  province,  besides  the  principal  church  at 
"  Natick.  In  Plymouth,  besides  the  principal  church  at 
"  Mashpee,  there  were  five  assemblies  in  that  vicinity,  and  a 
"  large  congregation  at  Saconet.  There  were  also  six  diflferent 
"  societies,  probably  but  small,  with  an  Indian  teacher  to  each, 
"  between  the  last  mentioned  and  Cape  Cod;  one  church  at 
"  Nantucket,  and  three  at  Martha's  Vineyard.  There  were 
"  in  all  six  assemblies  formed  into  a  church  state,  having  offi- 


*  Vol.  i.  chap.  i. 
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PART  I.  "  cersi  and  the  ordinances  duly  administered,  and  sixteen  as- 
^^^^^^-^^  "  semblies  which  met  together  for  the  worship  of  God."* 

On  these  heads,  of  the  occupation  of  the  soil  and  the  treat- 
ment of  the  Indians — our  forefathers  have  the  good  fortune  to 
be  defended  in  the  two  works,  to  which  the  defamation  of  the 
American  character  may  be  said  to  have  been  specially  allot- 
ted :  I  mean  the  Annals  of  Chalmers  and  the  Quarterly  Review. 
There  is  so  much  solidity,  and,  what  is  still  more  rare,  so 
much  liberality,  in  their  observations,  that  I  may  be  excused 
for  transcribing  them  at  length. 

**  Man,"  says  Chalmers,  "having  a  rig-ht  to  the  world  from  the  gift  of  the 
beneficent  Creator,  must  possess  and  use  the  general  estate  according  to  the 
grant,  which  commanded  him  to  multiply  and  to  subsist  by  labour:  and  lit- 
tle would  the  earth  have  been  peopled  or  cultivated,  had  men  continued  to 
live  by  hunting  or  fishing,  or  the  mere  productions  of  nature.  The  roving 
of  the  erratic  tribes  over  wide  extended  deserts,  does  not  form  a  possession 
which  excludes  the  subsequent  occupancy  of  emigrants  from  countries  over- 
stocked with  inhabitants.  The  paucity  of  their  numbers,  and  their  mode  of 
life,  render  them  unable  to  fulfil  .the  great  purposes  of  the  grant.  Consist- 
ent, therefore,  with  the'  great  charter  to  mankind,  they  may  be  confined 
within  certain  limits.  Their  rights  to  the  privileges  of  men,  nevertheless, 
continue  the  same.  And  the  colonists,  who  conciliated  the  affections  of 
the  aborigines,  and  gave  a  consideration  for  their  territor}',  have  acquired 
the  praise  due  to  humanity  and  justice."f 

"  As  for  the  usurpation  of  territory  from  the  natives,  by  the  American 
states,  he  must  be,"  says  the  Quarterly  Review,^:  "  a  feeble  moralist,  who 
regards  that  as  an  evil :  the  same  principle  upon  which  that  usurpation  is 
condemned,  would  lead  to  the  nonsensical  opinion  of  the  Bramins,  that  agri- 
culture is  an  unrighteous  employment,  because  worms  must  sometimes  be 
cut  by  the  ploughshare  and  the  spade.  It  is  the  order  of  nature,  that  beasts 
should  give  place  to  man,  and  among  men  the  savage  to  the  civilized;  and 
no  where  has  this  order  been  caiTied  into  effect  with  so  little  violence  as  in 
North  America.  Sir  Thomas  Moore  admits  it  to  be  a  justifiable  cause  of  war, 
even  in  Utopia,  if  a  people,  who  have  territory  to  spare,  will  not  cede  it 
to  those  who  are  in  want  of  room.  The  Quakers  of  Pennsylvania  have 
proved  the  practicability  of  a  more  perfect  system  than  he  had  imagined, 
and  the  treaty  which  the  excellent  founder  of  the  province  made  with  tlie 
Indians,  has  never  been  broken.  If  the  conduct  of  the  other  states  towards 
the  natives  be  fairly  examined,  there  will  be  found  a  great  aggregate  of  in- 
dividual wickedness  on  the  part  of  the  traders  and  back-settlers,  but  little 
which  can  be  considered  as  national  guilt.  They  have  never  been  divided 
among  the  colonists  like  cerfs;  they  have  never  been  consumed  in  mines 
nor  in  indigo  works;  they  have  never  been  luinted  down  for  slaves,  nor  has 
war  ever  been  made  upon  them  for  the  purpose  of  conquest,  though  the  in- 
fernal cruelties  which  they  exercise  upon  their  prisoners  might  excuse  and 
almost  justify  a  war  of  extermination." 


*  For  the  evangelical  labours  generally  of  the  Anglo-Americans  among 
the  Indians,  see  the  first  volume  of  a  late  English  work,  entitled,  "  History 
of  the  Propagation  of  Christianity  among  the  Heathen,  since  the  Reforma- 
tion, by  the  Rev.  William  Brown." — 2  vols.  London.  See,  also,  1st  vol.  Mass.. 
Hist.  Coilections,  for  an  ample  account,  by  Daniel  Gookin,  general  superin- 
tendant  of  all  the  Indians,  &c.  (1664.) 

t  Book  I.  t  No.  4. 
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12. — The  physical  economy  of  the  settlements  kept  pace  SECT.  n. 
with  the  moral,  and  is  not  less  the  subject  of  admiration  with  s-^-v^^^ 
a  few  of  the  more  liberal  among  the  English  writers.  Of  this 
description  are  the  authors  of  the  Modern  Univ^ersal  History, 
whose  account  of  the  North  American  Colonies  is  among  the 
best  parts  of  their  useful  work.  In  tracing  the  early  progress  of 
Pennsylvania,  they  dwell  with  complacency  upon  "  the  stu- 
pendous prosperity  of  a  commonwealth  so  lately  planted,  and 
so  flourishing  by  pacific  measures."  When  they  have  brought 
the  history  of  New  England  down  to  the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
(1713,)  they  speak  thus  of  her  condition. 

"  The  inhabitants  of  New  England,  at  the  peace  of  Utrecht, 
to  their  native  love  of  liberty,  added  now  the  polite  arts  of 
life;  industry  was  embellished  by  elegance;  and  what  would 
be  hardly  credible  in  ancient  Greece  and  Rome,  in  less  than 
fourscore  years,  a  colony  almost  unassisted  by  its  inother  coun- 
try ^  arose  in  the  wilds  of  America,  that  if  transplanted  to  Eu- 
rope, and  rendered  an  independent  government,  would  have 
made  no  mean  figure  amidst  her  sovereign  states."* 

If  we  ascend  with  the  same  accurate  reporters  to  an  earlier 
period  in  the  career  of  the  people  of  New  England,  we  shall 
be  no  less  edified. 

"  In  1642,  the  number  of  English  capable  to  bear  arms 
in  New  England,  were  computed  to  be  between  7  or  8000. 
At  this  time  50  towns  and  villages  were  planted,  above  40 
ministers  had  houses,  and  public  works  of  all  kinds  were 
erected  at  public  expense.  All  this  could  not  have  been  done 
but  through  the  almost  incredible  industry  of  the  inhabitants, 
which  had  by  this  time  rendered  their  country  a  near  resem- 
blance of  England.  Fields  were  hedged  in ;  gardens,  orchards, 
meadows,  and  pasture  grounds  were  laid  out,  and  all  the  im- 
provements of  husbandry  took  place,  particularly  the  sowing 
of  com  and  feeding  of  cattle.  As  to  the  commercial  part  of 
the  inhabitants,  they  shipped  off  vast  quantities  of  fish  for 
Portugal,  and  the  Straits;  besides  supplying  other  places; 
England  particularly,  Scotland  and  Ireland.  They  exported 
bread  and  beef  to  the  sugar  islands,  with  oil  and  lumber  of 
all  kinds,  some  of  which  they  sent  to  the  mother  country; 
and  what  is  still  more  surprising,  they  carried  on  a  great  trade 
in  ship  building."! 

Some  of  the  features  in  the  physical  condition  of  the  Colo- 
nies, noted  in  the  Official  Reports  which  were  made  on  the 
subject  to  Charles  II.  must  have  excited  either  incredulity  or 


*  Vol.  xxxix. 
Vol.  I.— K 
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PART  I.  envy  in  his  disquiet  council.  "  We  leave  every  man,"  said  the 
>«ii^^v-^  Governor  of  Rhode  Island,  "  to  walk  in  religion  as  God  shall 
persuade  his  heart;  and  as  for  beggars  and  vagabonds,  we 
have  none  among  us."  "  The  worst  cottages  of  New  Eng- 
land," said  another  inspector,  "  are  lofted :  there  are  no  beg- 
gars, and  not  three  persons  are  put  to  death  annually  for  civil 
offences."  This  representation  would  have  been  equally  true 
of  the  middle  colonies.  I  will  not  place  by  the  side  of  it  the 
cotemporary  condition  of  Ireland,  under  the  immediate  domi- 
nion of  Britain,  when  the  spectacle  of  what  exists  there  at 
the  present  day  is  too  hideous  to  be  endured  by  the  imagina- 
tion. But  it  may  be  well  to  furnish  a  trifling  specimen  of  the 
state  of  some  of  the  agricultural  districts  of  England ;  and  this 
shall  be  drawn  from  the  journal  of  the  faithful  Evelyn. 

"  August  2,  1664. — Went  to  Uppingham,  the  shire  town 
of  Rutland;  pretty,  and  well  built  of  stone,  which  is  a  rarity 
in  that  part  of  England,  where  most  of  the  rural  villages  are 
built  of  mud,  and  the  people  living  as  wretchedly  as  the  most 
impoverished  parts  of  France,  which  they  much  resemble, 
being  idle  and  sluttish.  The  country  (especially  Leicester- 
shire) much  in  common;  the  gentry  free  drinkers." 

"  August  14,  1664. — Lay  at  Nottingham.  Here  I  ob- 
served divers  to  live  in  the  rocks  and  caves,"  &c.* 


*  Memoirs,  vol.  i. 
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SECTION  III, 

OF  THE  DIFFICULTIES  SURMOUNTED  BY  THE  COLONISTS, 

1.  The  cheering  scene  which  the  provinces  thus  exhi- SECT, 
bited  in  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century;  the  maturity  "^^^ 
and  stabiUty  of  their  institutions ;  the  sedateness,  humanity, 
and  piety  of  their  character,  are  rendered  the  more  creditable 
and  remarkable,  by  the  disadvantages  and  difficulties  of  vari- 
ous kinds  with  which  they  had  to  contend.  It  may  be  said  of 
them,  without  exaggeration,  that  they  were  the  associations  of 
men, — of  all  that  have  existed  of  civilized  origin, — in  whom  a 
backwardness  in  the  arrangements  and  improvements  which 
constitute  the  dignity  and  comfort  of  social  life;  a  total  neglect 
of  the  higher  arts  of  civilization,  and  the  pursuits  of  philan- 
thropy ;  a  fierce,  relentless,  and  even  ruthless  character,  would 
have  been  most  natural  and  excusable.  It  was  their  peculiar 
lot,  at  one  and  the  same  time,  to  clear  and  cultivate  a  wilder- 
ness ;  to  erect  habitations  and  procure  sustenance ;  to  struggle 
with  a  new  and  rigorous  climate ;  to  bear  up  against  all  the 
bitter  recollections  inseparable  from  distant  and  lonely  exile ; 
to  defend  their  liberties  from  the  jealous  tyranny  and  bigotry 
of  the  mother  country ;  to  be  perpetually  assailed  by  a  savage 
foe,  "  the  most  subtle  and  the  most  formidable  of  any  people 
on  the  face  of  the  earth"* — a  foe  that  made  war  the  main 
business  of  life,  and  waged  it  with  forms  and  barbarities  un- 
known to  the  experience,  and  superlatively  terrible  to  the  ima- 
gination, of  a  European. 

The  general  situation  of  the  first  emigrants  in  the  midst  of 
a  wilderness,  and  surrounded  by  an  enemy  of  this  description, 
can  be  imaged  without  difficulty,  and  does  not  require  to  be 
described  for  those  to  whom  our  common  histories  are  familiar. 
The  pictures  drawn  therein  have  been  realized  in  part  before 
our  eyes,  in  the  settlement  of  our  western  wilds.  I  say  in  part, 
because,  although  the  immediate  labours  and  dangers  may 
have  been,  in  some  of  the  modern  instances,  as  great,  yet,  the 
distressing,  paralyzing  influences  for  the  mind,  the  duration  of 


*  Colonel  Barre,  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
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PART  L  the  principal  ills,  and  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of  ultimate 
^^-^"^'"^^  success,  appear  much  less  in  the  comparison.  The  Annals  of 
Chalmers,  Stith's  History  of  Virginia,  and  Trumbull's  Con- 
necticut, furnish  a  particularly  striking  and  full  detail  of  those 
circumstances  of  original  adversity  common  to  most  of  the 
colonies,  which  justify  any  warmth  of  encomium  on  their 
fortitude,  or  of  admiration  at  their  progress.  Well  might 
Lord  Chatham  exclaim,  in  1774,  "  viewing  our  fellow  sub- 
jects in  America,  in  their  original  forlorn,  and  now  flour- 
ishing state,  they  may  be  cited  as  illustrious  instances  to  in- 
struct the  world — what  great  exertions  mankind  will  make, 
when  left  to  the  free  exercise  of  their  own  powers."  Hav- 
ing before  me  the  accounts  of  the  historians  just  mentioned, 
and  present  to  my  mind  the  various  obstacles  upon  which 
I  am  about  to  touch,  I  am  filled  with  new  wonder  at  the  re- 
sults sketched  in  my  last  section.  I  feel  with  additional 
force,  the  justice  of  the  beautiful  commemoration,  which 
the  contemplation  of  them  drew  from  Mr.  Burke,  in  1764, 
and  which  that  bright  intelligence  uttered,  not  merely  as  an 
orator  ambitious  of  the  meed  of  eloquence,  but  as  a  philoso- 
pher attentive  to  the  ordinary  march  of  human  affairs,  and 
the  ordinary  efficacy  of  human  powers.  "  Nothing  in  the 
history  of  mankind,"  said  he,  "  is  like  the  progress  of  the 
American  Colonies.  For  my  part,  I  never  cast  an  eye  on 
their  flourishing  commerce,  and  their  cultivated  and  commo- 
dious life,  but  they  seem  to  me  rather  ancient  nations  grown 
to  perfection  through  a  long  series  of  fortunate  events,  and  a 
train  of  successful  industry,  accumulating  wealth  in  many 
centuries,  than  the  colonies  of  yesterday;  than  a  set  of  miser- 
able outcasts,  a  few  years  ago,  not  so  much  sent  as  thrown 
out,  on  the  bleak  and  barren  shore  of  a  desolate  wilderness, 
three  thousand  miles  from  all  civilized  intercourse. 

2.  It  is  conceded  by  the  historians  of  every  party,  that  as 
far  as  the  mother  country  was  able,  in  the  confusion  of  her 
domestic  affairs,  or  condescended,  in  the  plenitude  of  her 
greatness,  to  bend  her  attention  to  the  colonies,  she  pursued 
towards  them  until  the  revolution  of  1668  at  least,  a  course 
of  direct  oppression.  The  administration  of  the  chartered 
companies,  of  the  proprietary  governors  in  general,  and  of  the 
councils  and  executive  representatives  of  the  Stuarts,  is  ac- 
knowledged on  all  hands,  to  have  been  burdensome  and  mis- 
chievous.j    So  far  from  promoting,  it  tended  to  impede  the 


*  Speech  on  American  Taxation. 
I  See  particularly  Chalmers — passim. 
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growth,  and  break  the  spirit  of  the  plantations.  It  was  not,  SECT.  iif. 
itherefore,  by  favour,  but  in  spite  of  their  political  connexion  ^^^^^^-^^ 
with  Great  Britain,  that  they  preserved  their  liberties,  and 
became  what  they  were  at  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century. 
The  condition  of  the  Carolinas,  of  New  York,  and  New  Jer- 
sey, under  the  proprietary  rule, — of  Virginia  in  the  hands  of 
the  London  company,  and  of  the  Stuart  governors, — of  this 
province  and  Maryland,  when  in  the  gripe  of  the  Common- 
wealth,— of  New  Hampshire  in  that  of  Mason's  agents,  and 
of  New  England  at  large  during  the  vice-royalty  of  Andros, — 
are  sufficiently  known  to  all  who  have  read  our  annals. 

As  soon  as  the  long  parliament  was  settled,  it  manifested 
a  determination  to  assert  and  exercise  an  unlimited  authority 
in  the  colonies ;  and  by  its  act  of  navigation,  and  other  regu- 
lations conceived  in  the  same  spirit,  threw  over  them  a  set  of 
fetters  which  did  not  cripple  them  entirely,  only  because  they 
were  loosely  worn,  and  sometimes  laid  aside  altogether,  in 
defiance  of  the  peering  jealousy  of  the  metropolitan  govern- 
ment. The  community  of  religious  opinion, — the  great  bond 
of  union  in  those  days— -and  a  marked  predilection  for  the 
cause  of  the  Parliament,  obtained  for  New  England,  no  real 
concession  or  substantial  favour — no  legal  exemption  from  the 
navigation  act.  She  escaped  its  full  pressure,  not  by  the  par- 
tiality of  Cromwell,  as  has  been  asserted,  but  by  her  own 
sturdy  resolution  to  be  free.  Chalmers  relates,  in  an  angry 
tone,  that  she  foiled  the  Parliament,  and  outwitted  the  Pro- 
tector, whom,  in  fact,  while  she  addressed  him  in  terms  of 
obeisance,  she  always  cautiously  avoided  to  acknowledge  in 
form.  Virginia  refused  to  receive  the  navigation  act  of 
1661,  and  was  liable  by  her  devotion  to  the  royal  side,  to  the 
particular  displeasure  of  the  Commonwealth:  But  we  may 
cite,  as  a  sample  of  the  prevailing  temper  of  mind  in  Eng- 
land, with  regard  to  all  the  colonies,  the  instruction  given  to 
the  fleet  which  the  Parliament  despatched,  for  the  reduction 
of  that  province,  "  to  employ  every  act  of  hostility"  in  case 
of  refractoriness — "  to  set  free  such  servants  and  slaves  of 
masters  who  should  oppose  the  parliamentary  government,  as 
would  serve  as  soldiers  to  subdue  them"^ — a  parental  expe- 
dient, shewing  the  antiquity  of  the  feeling,  which  prompted 
the  observation  of  Governor  Littleton  in  the  debate  of  the 
British  Parliament  of  the  26th  of  October,  1775 — "  that  if  a 
few  regiments  were  sent  to  the  southern  colonies  of  America, 
the  negroes  would  rise  and  embrue  their  hands  in  the  blood  of 
their  masters." 


*  Chalmers,  c.  v.  Annals 
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PART  I.  The  courageous  loyalty  of  Virginia,  although  acknowledged 
and  applauded  on  the  restoration,  turned  still  less  to  her  ad- 
vantage than  the  republicanism  of  New  England.  A  scheme 
of  restriction  and  a  train  of  measures,  more  prejudicial  and 
galling  than  those  of  Cromwell,  were  pursued  by  Charles  II. 
and  his  successor,  towards  those  who  boasted  with  truth  "  that 
they  were  the  last  of  the  King's  subjects  who  renounced,  and  the 
first  who  resumed  their  allegiance."  "  With  the  restoration," 
says  Chalmers,  "  began  a  series  of  evils  which  long  afflicted, 
and  well  nigh  ruined  the  plantation  of  Virginia."  One  of 
these  evils  was,  the  distribution  among  certain  favourite  ad- 
herents of  Charles  II.  in  England,  of  a  large  portion  of  the 
soil,  including  cultivated  estates,  held  by  every  right  which 
could  vest  indefeasible  property.  "  Virginia,"  says  the  writer 
whom  I  have  just  quoted,  "  beheld  the  Northern  Neck^  con- 
taining one  half  of  the  whole,  given  away  to  strangers,  who 
had  shared  neither  the  danger  nor  expenses  of  the  original 
settlement."^ 

A  spoliation  no  less  iniquitous  was  attempted,  and  partly 
accomplished  by  Andros,  in  1688,  in  New  England.  There, 
on  the  lawless  abolition  of  all  the  charters,  a  declaration 
followed,  that  the  titles  of  the  colonists  to  their  lands  had 
become  void  in  consequence.  By  this  monstrous  fiction  of 
tyranny,  the  oldest  proprietors  were  summoned  to  take  out, 
at  a  heavy  cost,  new  patents  for  estates  acquired  by  pur- 
chase from  the  Indians;  possessed  for  near  sixty  years;  de- 
fended against  the  inroads  of  a  barbarous  enemy,  at  the 
hazard  of  life,  and  improved  with  incessant  toil  and  immense 
expense.  Hutchinson  remarks,f  that  according  to  the  com- 
putation then  made,  all  the  personal  estate  of  Massachusetts 
would  not  have  paid  the  charge  of  the  new  patents  required  in 
that  colony.  A  scheme  of  despotism  and  rapine  so  exorbitant, 
could  not  be  long  prosecuted  with  a  people  that  had  made  such 
sacrifices  for  freedom,  and  had  lost  nothing  of  their  pristine 
fervor.  It  was  quickly  terminated  by  the  popular  insurrec- 
tion at  Boston,  already  noticed,  which  deposed  all  its  abettors, 
and  extinguished  the  government  of  James  in  New  England. — 
What  is  called  the  rebellion  of  Bacon,  in  the  annals  of  Virginia, 
sprung  from  grievances  of  equal  injustice,  and  wanted,  I  am 
inclined  to  think,  nothing  but  ultimate  success,  to  make  it,  in 
the  estimation  of  all,  equally  noble  with  the  bold  and  charac- 
teristic movement  of  Massachusetts.:}: 

*  Annals,  ch.  iv. 
f  Vol,  i.  c.  iii. 

%  This  opinion  is  fully  sustained  by  Burk's  narrative  of  Bacon's  rebel- 
lion.— See  vol.  ii.  ch.  iv.  History  of  Virginia. 
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3.  All  the  thirteen  colonies,  with  the  exception  of  Georgia,  SECT.  ill. 
were  established  and  had  attained  to  considerable  strength,  ^^^^^-^^ 
without  the  slightest  aid  from  the  treasury-  of  the  mother  coun- 
try. Whatever  was  expended  in  the  acquisition  of  territory 
from  the  Indians,  proceeded  from  the  private  resources  of  the 
European  adventurers.  Neither  the  crown,  nor  the  parlia- 
ment of  England,  made  any  compensation  to  the  original  mas- 
ters of  the  soil,  or  could  lay  claim  to  a  share  in  the  creation  of 
the  rich  stock  and  fair  landscape,  which  so  soon  bore  testimo- 
ny to  the  industry  and  intelligence  of  the  planters.  The  set- 
tlement of  the  province  of  Massachusetts  Bay  alone,  cost 
^200,000 — an  enormous  sum  at  the  era  in  which  it  was  eft'ect- 
ed.  Lord  Baltimore  expended  ^40,000  for  his  contingent  in 
the  establishment  of  his  colony  in  Maryland  :  on  that  of  Vir- 
ginia immense  wealth  was  lavished ;  and  we  are  told  by  Trum- 
bull, that  the  first  planters  of  Connecticut  consumed  great  es- 
states  in  purchasing  lands  from  the  Indians,  and  making  settle- 
ments, in  that  province,  besides  large  sums  in  the  purchase  of 
their  patents,  and  the  right  of  pre-emption. 

Within  a  few  years  after  their  debarkation,  the  settlers  of 
Virginia,  of  New  England,  and  of  the  Carolinas,  were  as- 
sailed by  warlike  tribes,  decuple  their  number,  and  furious- 
ly bent  on  their  destruction.  But  the  mother  country  extended 
no  succour  to  them  in  these  contests  she  furnished  neither 
troops  nor  money  ;  built  no  fortifications  ;  entered  into  no  ne- 
gociations  for  them ;  she  manifested  little  sympathy  or  inter- 
est in  the  fate  of  her  offspring.  The  sense  of  extreme  danger, 
and  the  despair  of  aid  from  abroad,  gave  birth,  in  1643,  in 
New  England,  to  the  confederacy  which  I  have  already  no- 
ticed, and  without  which,  in  all  probability,  the  colonies  of 
that  region  would  have  been  either  extirpated,  or  miserably 
crippled.  Some  of  the  most  considerable  of  the  Indian  wars 
were  immediately  brought  upon  them  by  the  rashness  and 
cupidity  of  the  royal  governors.  That,  for  instance,  which 
is  styled  king  William's  war, — memorable  in  the  annals  of 
New  Hampshire  particularly — was  owing  to  a  wanton,  pre- 


*  This,  and  the  facts  stated  in  the  preceding  paragraph,  were  acknow- 
ledged in  acts  of  parHament,  and  repeatedly  asserted  to  the  British  govern- 
ment by  the  colonists,  in  their  petitions,  before  as  well  as  during  the  eigh- 
teenth century.  Franklin  told  the  House  of  Commons,  in  1766,  on  his  ex- 
amination— "  The  Americans  defended  themselves  when  they  were  but  a 
handful,  and  the  Indians  much  more  numerous.  They  continually  gained 
ground,  and  drove  the  Indians  over  the  mountains,  without  any  troops  sent 
to  their  assistance  from  Great  Britain."  The  number  of  Indian  warriors  in 
New  England  on  the  arrival  of  the  first  settlers^  has  been  computed  at  eigh- 
teen thousand. 
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PART  I.  datory  expedition  of  Andros,  in  1688,  against  the  possessions 
>-^^>^-^^  of  a  French  individual,  situate  between  Penobscot  and  Nova 
Scotia. 

It  is  a  remarkable  trait  in  the  history  of  the  New  England 
settlers,  that  they  did  not  seek,  and  appear  to  have  been  even 
unwilling  to  receive  assistance  from  the  mother  country.  The 
magnanimity"  of  these  jealous  exiles  is  placed  in  full  contrast 
with  the  selfishness  of  the  British  Court,  by  the  letter  of  re- 
proof for  their  backwardness  in  solicitation,  of  the  date  of 
1676,  from  the  earl  of  Anglesey,  which  Hutchinson  has  co- 
pied into  his  history.*  1  received  your  letter,"  said  the 
royal  privy-councillor  to  the  governor  of  Massachusetts,  "  in- 
timating the  troubles  unexpectedly  brought  upon  you  by  the 
Indian?,  I  must  chide  you,  and  that  whole  people  of  New 
England,  that  (as  if  you  were  independent  of  my  master's 
crown,  needed  not  his  protection,  or  had  deserved  ill  of  him, 
as  some  have  not  been  \vanting  to  suggest,  and  use  testimony 
thereof,)  from  the  first  hour  of  God's  stretching  his  hand 
against  you  to  this  time,  you  have  not  as  yet,  as  certainly  be- 
came you,  made  your  addresses  to  the  king's  majesty,  or  some 
of  his  ministers,  &c.  I  can  write  but  by  guess  ;  yet  it  is  not 
altogether  groundlessly  reported,  that  you  are  too  tenacious  of 
what  is  necessar}"  for  your  preservation ; — that  you  are  poor^ 
and  yet  proud,  I  know  his  majesty  hath  power  sufiicient  as 
well  as  will,  to  help  his  colonies  in  distress,  as  others  have 
experienced,  and  ijou  may  in  good  time.  He  can  send  ships  to 
help  you,  &c.  and  there  are  many  who  will  not  only  be  inter- 
cessors to  the  throne  of  grace,  but  to  God^s  vicegerent  also,  if 
you  are  not  wanting  to  yourselves,  and  failing  in  that  dutiful 
application  which  subjects  ought  to  make  to  their  sovereigns 
in  such  cases." 

Another  striking  illustration  of  the  comparative  dispositions 
of  the  parties,  is  afforded  in  the  fact,  which  we  have  upon  the 
authority  of  Hutchinson,f — that  the  collections  made  in  the  co- 
lony of  Massachusetts  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by  the 
great  fire  in  London,  and  on  other  occasions  of  foreign  cala- 
mity, at  least  equalled  the  whole  sum  bestowed  upon  her  from 
abroad,  from  the  first  settlement  to  the  abrogation  of  her  char- 
ter by  James  II. 

While  the  people  of  New  England  were  providing  for  their 
own  safety,  with  consummate  judgment,  and  performing  pro- 
digies of  valour  in  innumerable  rencounters  with  the  enemy, 
they  had  not  even  the  consolation  of  escaping  the  reproach 


Vol.  i.  chap.  ii. 


t  Ibid. 
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of  pusillanimity,  from  the  mother  country.  The  court  of  James  SECT.  HI. 
II.  besides  withholding  assistance,  on  the  pretext  that  it  was  ^-^^v-w 
not  implored,  taxed  them  with  xvanting  hearts  to  make  use  of 
their  means  of  defence.  A  part  of  the  nation  concurred  in 
this  injustice which,  even  at  this  distance  of  time,  causes  the 
breast  to  swell  with  indignation,  when  the  bold  expeditions  of 
these  colonists,  the  prodigal  effusion  of  their  blood,  and  the 
hardships  of  their  warfare,  are  passed  in  review.  This  emo- 
tion is  not  allayed,  as  we  read,  in  descending  through  their 
history,  that  on  the  occasion  of  the  bill,  introduced  into  the 
British  Parliament,  in  1715,  for  the  destruction  of  all  the  char- 
ter governments,  the  first  of  the  charges  brought  against  them 
was,  "  the  having  neglected  the  defence  of  the  inhabitants !" 
To  convey  an  idea  of  the  severity  and  destructiveness  of  the 
hostilities  to  which  they  were  constantly  exposed,  I  will  tran- 
scribe from  the  Annals  of  Holmes,  the  summary  which  he 
makes,  of  the  evils  of  the  war  waged  by  the  New  England 
Confederacy,  in  1675,  with  Philip,  sachem  of  the  Wampa- 
noags.  "  In  this  short,  but  tremendous  war,  about  six  hun- 
dred of  the  inhabitants  of  New  England,  composing  its  princi- 
pal strength,  were  either  killed  in  battle,  or  murdered  by  the 
enemy ;  twelve  or  thirteen  towTis  were  entirely  destroyed ;  and 
about  six  hundred  buildings,  chiefly  dwelling  houses,  were 
burnt.  In  addition  to  these  calamities,  the  colonies  contracted 
an  enormous  debt." 

Hutchinson  states,  that  "  the  accounts  which  were  transmitted 
to  England,  of  the  distresses  of  the  province  of  Massachusetts 
Bay  during  this  contest,  although  they  might  excite  compas- 
sion in  the  breasts  of  some^  yet  were  improved  by  others,  to 
render  the  colonies  more  obnoxious."^  In  fact,  in  the  very 
height  of  the  calamity- — at  the  moment  when  New  England 
was  putting  forth  all  her  strength  for  the  retention  of  the  soil, 
— the  merchants  and  manufacturers  of  the  mother  country 
were  clamorous,  and  the  committee  of  plantations  tasked,  for 
measures  of  rigour  against  her,  on  the  ground  that  her  "  inha- 
bitants had  encouraged  foreigners  to  traffic  with  them,  and 
supplied  the  other  plantations  with  those  foreign  productions 
w^hich  ought  only  to  have  been  sent  to  England."  While 
the  earth  was  yet  reeking  with  the  carnage  of  the  six  hun- 
dred brave  yeomen,  and  the  smoke  still  issued  from  the  ruins 
of  the  six  hundred  dwellings,  a  general  scheme  of  oppression 
and  disfranchisement  was  projected  at  the  British  Court.  It 
prescribed,   without  delay,  that  no  Mediterranean  passes 


Vol.  I.— L 
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PART  I.  should  be  granted  to  New  England,  to  protect  her  vessels 
^-^^^"^"^^  against  the  Turks^  till  it  was  seen  what  dependence  she  would 
acknowledge  on  his  Britannic  majesty,  and  whether  his  cus- 
tom houses  would  be  received." 

Most  of  the  colonies  had  to  subdue,  and  nearly  to  extermi- 
nate, in  the  outset,  fierce  and  populous  nations,  aiming,  within 
their  bosom,  at  their  utter  destruction.  Almost  every  indivi- 
dual of  the  settlers  became  a  soldier,  and  was  kept'perpetually 
on  the  alert:  the  musket  accompanied  the  plough,  and  the  em- 
ployment of  these  may  be  said  to  have  been  unremittingly  al- 
ternate. It  is  not  too  much  to  affirm,  that  there  was  more  of 
military  effort  and  suffering  on  the  part  of  New  England,  for 
the  first  half  century  of  her  history,  than  among  any  equal 
number  of  the  civilized  inhabitants  of  Europe  within  the  same 
period.  The  colonists  did  not  merely  await,  and  repel  with 
great  slaughter,  the  assaults  of  their  indefatigable  enemy; 
they  marched  to  their  head  quarters;  attacked  them  in  their 
fortifications,  and  pursued  them  through  all  their  recesses. 
To  campaigns  of  wasting  hardship  and  sanguinary  strife,  were 
added  general  massacres,  prepared  by  the  Indians,  with  the  ut- 
most refinement  of  dissimulation,  during  the  intervals  of  their 
professed  submission.  We  are  told  by  Dummer,  that,  in  his 
time,  (1715,)  many  in  England,  who  were  unable  to  deny 
that  the  colonists  had  defended  themselves,  without  being 
burdensome  to  the  crown,  "  endeavoured  to  depreciate  their 
conquests^  as  gained  over  a  rude  and  barbarous  people,  un- 
exercised to  arms."  The  general  reply  of  the  eloquent  ad- 
vocate, on  this,  head,  contains  a  true  representation  of  the 
case,  and  teaches  us  a  solemn  dut}%  "  If  it  be  considered, 
"  that  the  New  England  forces  contended  with  enemies 
"  bloody  in  their  nature  and  superior  in  number,  that  they 
"  followed  them  in  deep  morasses ;  that  the  assailants  were 
"  not  provided  with  cannon,  nor  could  approach  by  trenches, 
"  but  advanced  on  level  ground :  and  if  to  this  be  added,  the 
"  vast  fatigues  of  their  campaigns,  where  officers  and  soldiers 
"  lay  on  the  snow,  without  any  shelter  over  their  heads,  in 
"  the  most  rigorous  winters;  I  say,  if  a  just  consideration  be 
had  of  these  things,  envy  itself  must  acknowledge  that  their 
"  enterprises  were  hardy  and  their  successes  glorious.  And 
"  though  the  brave  commanders  who  led  on  these  troops — and 
"  most  of  them  died  in  the  bed  of  honour,  must  not  shine  in 
"  the  British  annals^  yet  their  memory  ought  to  be  sacred 
"  in  their  own  country,  and  there  at  least  be  transmitted  to  the 
"  latest  posterity."^   


*  Defence  of  the  Charters. 
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3,  At  the  period  of  the  accession  of  William  to  the  British  SECT.IIL 
throne,  this  scourge  of  a  savage  foe  no  longer  existed  in  the  s^v^-' 
heart  of  the  settlements ;  but  obstacles  to  civil  labour,  and 
causes  of  inordinate  mortality,  of  the  same  kind,  were  even 
multiplied.  From  the  year  1690,  to  the  peace  of  Paris,  in 
1763,  the  colonies,  from  New  Hampshire  to  Georgia,  were 
engaged  in  almost  unremitting  hostilities  with  the  aborigines 
on  their  borders.  Their  whole  western  frontier  was  a  scene 
of  havoc  and  desolation.  After  the  establishment  of  the  French 
at  Fort  Du  Quesne,  in  1754,  the  tribes  of  the  Ohio  assailed 
and  laid  waste  the  western  settlements  of  the  middle  provinces; 
and  it  is  calculated  that  the  colonies  lost  altogether  by  war, 
not  less  than  twenty  thousand  adults,  in  the  interval  from  that 
period  to  the  peace  of  1763. 

About  the  year  1690,  the  French  in  the  north,  and  the 
Spaniards  in  the  south,  began  to  act  as  the  instigators  and 
auxiliaries  of  the  savages,  and  continued  for  seventy -three 
years  to  be  the  springs  of  infinite  distress  and  mischief  to 
the  Anglo-Americans.  Their  enmity  was  occasioned  by  the 
connexion  of  the  latter  with  Great  Britain ;  and  their  hostilities 
arose  directly,  and  date  exactly,  from  her  quarrels  with 
France,  It  is  doubtful  whether,  if  that  connexion  had  not 
existed,  they  would  have  molested  their  neighbours.  In 
1644,  the  season  of  the  total  dereliction  of  the  British  pro- 
vinces by  the  mother  country,  a  formal  treaty  of  amity  was 
concluded  between  the  French  of  Acadie,  and  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  united  colonies  of  New  England.  The  French 
of  Canada  sent  an  agent,  in  1647,  to  solicit  aid  from  Massa- 
chusetts against  the  Mohawks ;  which  was  refused  from  an  un- 
\rillingness  to  assist  in  removing,  what  might  serve  as  a  barrier 
between  the  English  and  French  colonies,  in  case  of  a  rupture 
between  the  mother  countries.  A  year  after,  when  it  was 
proposed  by  New  England,  to  the  governor  and  council  of 
Canada,  that  the  parties  should  contract  an  engagement  to 
maintain  perpetual  peace,  whatever  might  be  the  relations  of 
the  parent  states,  the  French  entered  with  alacrity  into  a  ne- 
gotiation for  the  purpose.  It  failed  only  because  they  required 
the  English  colonists  to  aid  them  against  the  Iroquois ;  and  they 
renewed  it  themselves  by  plenipotentiaries,  at  a  short  interval 
of  time,  without  success.^  These  facts  warrant  the  supposi- 
tion, that,  but  for  their  allegiance  to  the  British  crown,  the 
provinces  would  have  been  able  to  avert  the  animosities  which 
proved  their  severest  affliction,  and  even,  perhaps,  to  make 
auxiliaries  of  the  French  and  Spanish  dependencies.  It  seems, 


*  Universal  History,  vol.  xxxix.  p.  448. 
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PART  I.  moreover,  upon  an  attentive  review  of  the  history  of  France, 
^•^^^^^^  during  the  seventeenth  century,  almost  certain,  that  she  would 
not  herself  have  attempted,  in  that  period,  to  arrest  their  pro- 
gress :  Afterwards,  they  might  have  defied  her  power. 

They  could,  at  all  events,  hold  the  mother  country  re- 
sponsible for  the  long  train  of  ills,  which  they  suffered  from 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  French,  by  referring  to  the  treaty  of 
1632,  between  Charles  I.  and  Louis  XIII.  On  this  occasion, 
Charles  restored  to  France,  absolutely  and  without  demarca- 
tion of  limits,  "  all  the  places  possessed  by  the  English  in  New 
France,  Lacadie,  and  Canada,  particularly  Port  Royal,  Quebec, 
and  Cape  Breton."  An  officer,  in  the  British  service.  Sir 
David  Kirk,  had,  under  a  commission  from  the  crown,  made 
himself  master  of  Quebec,  in  1628,  during  the  war  between 
England  and  France.  "  To  this  fatal  treaty,"  says  a  British 
writer,=^  "  may  be  truly  ascribed  all  the  disputes  we  have  had 
"  ever  since  with  France,  concerning  North  America;  our 
"  king  and  his  ministers  being  sadly  outwitted  by  Richlieu's 
"  superior  dexterity.  The  three  places  delivered  up  to  France 
"  were  not,  it  is  true,  thought  of  the  same  importance  then,  as 
"  they  are  since  found  to  be ;  yet  it  was  very  obvious,  even  then, 
"  to  any  considerate  observer,  that  as  those  French  colonies 
"  should  increase  in  people  and  commerce,  those  places  would 
"  be  of  the  utmost  importance  to  France,  and  very  dangerous 
"  to  England;  but  more  especially,  our  parting  with  Port 
"  Royal  and  Cape  Breton  is  never  to  be  excused,  as  the  pos- 
"  session  of  them  by  the  French  gave  them  a  fair  pretext  for 
"  settling  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  and 
"  thereby  claiming  the  rest  of  Nova  Scotia  bordering  on  New 
"  England;  whereas,  had  the  French  been  strictly  confined  to 

their  original  settlements  on  the  north  side  of  that  river,  the 
"  country  is  so  bad  and  the  trade  thereof  so  indifferent,  that 
"  before  now  they  would  probably  have  quite  abandoned  them." 

4.  At  a  very  early  period,  the  mother  country  cast  the  re- 
proach which  she  has  constantly  repeated,  against  the  colo- 
nists, of  provoking  the  Indian  wars,  and  acquiring  the  domi- 
nion of  the  Indian  territory  by  fraud  as  well  as  force.  Dum- 
mer's  Defence  of  the  Charters,  written  at  the  commencement 
of  the  last  century,  treats  of  this  "  unworthy  aspersion,"  as  the  ' 
honest  author  styles  it,  and  as  he  proves  it  to  be  by  unanswer- 
able suggestions.    With  respect  to  New  England  particularly, 


*  Macpherson's  Annals,  vok  ii.  p.  372.  Chalmers  holds  nearly  the  same 
language. 
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what  he  asserts  is  susceptible  of  abundant  evidence — that  "  she  SECT.  Ill, 
sought  to  gain  the  natives  by  strict  justice  in  her  dealings  with  ^^"v-^-' 
them,  as  well  as  by  all  the  endearments  of  kindness  and  huma- 
nitythat  "  she  did  not  commence  hostilities,  nor  even  take  up 
arms  of  defence,  until  she  found  by  experience  that  no  other 
means  would  prevail" — and,  "  that  nothing  could  oblige  the 
Indians  to  peace  and  friendship,  after  they  conceived  a  jealousy 
of  the  growing  powers  of  the  English."  The  congress  of  the 
New  England  league  was  particularly  authorized,  to  prescribe 
rules  for  the  conduct  of  the  colonists  towards  the  natives,*  and 
its  legislation  on  this  head,  was  tempered  with  as  much  for- 
bearance and  mercy,  as  a  due  regard  for  self-preservation 
would  possibly  admit.  So  rigid  were  its  enactments  against 
private  violence,  and  so  strict  was  the  execution  of  them,  that 
we  have  an  instance  of  three  settlers  being  put  to  death  at  the 
same  time,  for  the  murder  of  a  single  Indian. 

The  New  England  colonies,  far  from  being  exasperated,  as 
was  natural,  by  the  desperate  and  harassing  nature  of  their 
struggle  with  the  aborigines,  into  an  obdurate  resentment  and 
mortal  hate  against  the  whole  race,  exerted,  as  I  have  already 
had  occasion  to  state,  unbounded  zeal  and  generosity  in 
improving  the  condition,  and  refining  the  character,  of  that 
portion  of  them  whom  they  were  able  to  propitiate.  I 
believe  the  other  provinces,  to  whom  the  British  charge  was 
extended,  and  who  have  been  more  particularly  the  object 
of  it  in  recent  times,  to  be  capable  of  vindication;  and  I  am 
convinced,  that  the  American  writers  who  have  maintained 
the  contrary  docti-ine,  have  either  suffered  themselves  to  be 
hoodwinked  by  prejudice,  or  have  not  traced  our  Indian  rela- 
tions in  the  detail  requisite  for  the  formation  of  a  sound  opi- 
nion. But  if  the. point  were  not  determinable  by  history,  we 
might  at  once  infer  from  the  general  aims  and  obvious  interests, 
the  weakness  and  the  wants,  of  the  early  colonists,  that  they 
were  not  the  aggressors  in  the  Indian  wars.  Be  this,  for  the  pre- 
sent, as  it  may,  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  after  hostilities  had  be- 
gun to  rage ;  after  the  savage  had  been  roused  to  distrust  and 
vengeance — the  case  of  the  settlers  was  one  of  the  most  absolute 
self  defence — of  extreme  necessity.  In  the  contest  which  I 
have  noticed,  between  Philip  and  New  England,  and  in  the 
similar  struggles  in  Virginia,  the  Carolinas,  and  Georgia,  the 
very  existence  of  these  provinces,  respectively,  was  at  stake, 
and  often  in  suspense.  Those  English  writers  who  so  loudly 
inveigh  against  the  North  American  colonies  for  their  treat- 
ment of  the  Indians,  may  be  defied  to  detect  in  their  annals, 
an  expedient  for  the  destruction  of  their  inveterate  enemy,  like 
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PART  I.  that  of  the  employment  of  the  Spanish  bloodhounds  in  Jamaica, 
"-^^^^^^  to  subdue  the  Maroon  negroes,  in  the  year  1730,  and  again  to- 
wards the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Certainly,  there  is 
no  argument  urged  by  Dallas=^  or  Bryan  Edwards,  to  justify 
the  recourse,  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  that  island,  to 
such  fell  auxiliaries,  which  would  not  have  been  available  for 
the  people  of  New  England;  which  might  not,  indeed,  receive 
additional  force  from  their  situation. f  The  pride  of  manhood,:j: 
the  innate  sympathies  of  kind,  and  the  influence  of  religion, 
with  the  hardy  and  virtuous  Puritans,  must  have  rendered  it 
impossible  for  them  to  imitate,  while  they  professed  to  abhor, 
the  worst  of  the  atrocities  practised  by  the  Spaniards  on  the 
aborigines  of  the  West  Indies. § 

But,  in  order  to  convict  the  accusers,  of  a  guilt  of  inhuma- 
nity far  deeper  than  any  with  which  they  have  ventured  to 
charge  their  kinsmen  of  America,"  it  is  not  necessary  to 
refer  to  their  alliance,  in  Jamaica,  with  the  Spanish  chasseurs, 
or  to  their  military  administration  in  Hindostan.  I  would 
challenge  the  closest  scrutiny  into  our  histor}^  for  a  parallel  to 
the  measure  which  the  British  commanders  adopted,  after  the 
reduction  of  Nova  Scotia,  in  1755,  of  transplanting,  and  dis- 
persing through  the  British  colonies,  the  French  inhabitants 
of  that  province.  This  is  a  transaction  in  which  the  point  at 
issue  was,  not  existence,  but  the  more  easy  retention  of  a  con- 
quest; in  which  the  victims  were,  not  blood-thirsty  and  un- 
tameable  savages,  or  ferocious  banditti,  who  had  aimed  at  the 
extermination,  and  whose  presence  seemed  incompatible  with 
the  safety, of  the  conquerors; — but  "  a  mild, frugal, industrious, 
pious  people,"  of  whom  only  a  few  had  committed  any  offence, 
and  who,  generally,  could  be  taxed  with  no  more,  than  having 
indirectly  favoured  the  cause,  and  preferred  the  dominion,  of 
their  own  nation.  It  has  always  appeared  to  me,  that  the 
reason  oj  state  was  never  more  cheaply  urged,  or  more  odiously 


*  History  of  the  Maroons,  by  R.  C.  Dallas,  vol.  ii.  letters  ix.  and  x.  History 
of  the  West  Indies,  by  Br}'an  Edwards,  Appendix  to  Book  11. 

t  The  Edinburgh  Review,  (No.  4,)  in  condemning^  the  proceedings  of  the 
Jamaica  government,  remarks,  "If,  by  our  oivn  policy,  xve  have  filed  our  colo- 
lonies  ndth  barbarians,  let  us  not  aggravate  the  original  crime,"  &c.  The 
American  colonists  did  not  originally  fill  the  country  which  they  acquired, 
with  the  barbarians  whom  they  expelled ;  they  did  not  even,  for  the  most 
part,  intrude  upon  them  voluntarily ;  but  were  driven  by  the  lash  of  domestic 
tjTants. 

i  "  Some  gentlemen,"  says  Bryan  Edwards,  er'en  thought  that  the  co- 
operation of  dogs  with  British  troops,  would  give  not  only  a  cruel,  but  also  a 
very  dastardly  complexion  to  the  proceedings  of  government." 

§  See  Note  E. 
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triumphant,  than  on  this  occasion ;  that  no  proceeding,  in  re-  SECT, 
lation  to  the  Indians,  for  which  we  have  been  rebuked  by  the  ^-^^ 
British,  either  before  or  since  our  independence,  could,  by  any 
ingenuity  or  eloquence,  be  made  to  wear  an  aspect  of  so  much 
wantonness  and  barbarity,  as  the  case  of  the  French  neutrals 
presents  in  the  simplest  form  of  recital.  Although  I  may  seem 
to  fall  into  a  wide  digression,  or  an  awkward  anticipation,  I 
will  venture  to  exhibit  it  here  in  some  detail,  as  matter  of  his- 
tory worthy  of  being  more  generally  and  accurately  known. 
Retribution  is  due  to  all  the  parties  ;  to  those  who  perpetrated 
the  crime,  and  to  the  memory  of  the  sufferers,  who,  with  the 
Americans  that  received  them,  have  been  aspersed,  in  order  to 
weaken  the  impression  of  its  enormity. 

The  most  particular  account  which  I  have  found  of  this 
transaction,  is  given  in  Minors  Continuation  of  the  History 
of  Massachusetts. =^  The  historian  drew  his  narrative  from 
the  manuscript  journal  of  the  American  commander  of  the 
Massachusetts'  troops,  to  whom  the  merit  of  the  conquest  of 
Nova  Scotia  was  due.  This  officer,  General  Winslow,  of  an 
unexceptionable  and  elevated  character,  left  upon  record,  the 
expression  of  his  disgust  and  horror  in  submitting  to  act  the 
part  which  was  imposed  upon  him  by  the  British  authority.  I 
transcribe  some  of  the  shocking  details  from  Minot. 

*•  The  French  force  in  Nova  Scotia  being  subdued,  it  only  remained  to 
determine  the  measures  which  ought  to  be  taken  with  respect  to  the  inhabi- 
tints,  who  were  about  seven  thousand  in  number,  and  whose  character  and 
situation  were  so  pecuhar,  as  to  distinguish  them  from  almost  every  other 
community  that  has  suffered  under  the  scourge  of  war." 

*'  They  were  the  descendants  of  those  French  inhabitants  of  Nova  Scotia, 
who  after  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  in  1713,  by  which  the  province  was  ceded 
to  England,  were  permitted  to  hold  their  lands,  on  condition  of  making  a 
declaration  of  allegiance  to  their  new  sovereign,  which  acknowledgment  of 
fidelity  was  given  under  an  express  stipulation  that  they  and  their  posterity 
should  not  be  required  to  bear  arms,  either  against  their  Indian  neighbours, 
or  transatlantic  countrymen.  This  contract  was  at  several  subsequent  pe- 
riods re\*ived,  and  renewed  to  their  children ;  and  such  was  the  notoriety 
of  the  compact,  that  for  half  a  century,  they  bore  the  name,  and  with  some 
few  exceptions,  maintained  the  character  of  neutrals." 

"  The  character  of  this  people  was  mild,  frugal,  industrious,  and  pious ; 
and  a  scrupulous  sense  of  the  indissoluble  nature  of  their  ancient  obligation 
to  their  king,  was  a  great  cause  of  their  misfortunes.  To  this  we  may  add 
an  unalterable  attachment  to  their  rehgion,  a  distmst  of  the  right  of  the 
English  to  the  territory  which  they  inhabited,  and  the  indemnity  promised 
them  at  the  surrender  of  fort  Beau-sejour,  where  it  was  stipulated  that  they 
should  be  left  in  the  same  situation  as  they  were  in  when  the  army  arrived, 
and  not  be  punished  for  what  they  had  done  afterwards." 

"  Such  being  the  circumstances  of  the  French  neutrals,  as  they  were 


•  Chap.  X. 
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PAHT  I.  called,  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  his  council,  aided  by 
s^^^  ^  the  admirals  Boscawen  and  Mostyn,  assembled  to  consider  of  the  necessary 
measures  to  be  adopted  tow  ards  them.  If  the  whole  were  to  suffer  for  the 
conduct  of  a  part,  the  natural  punishment  would  have  been  to  have  forced 
them  from  their  country,  and  left  them  to  go  wherever  they  pleased  ;  but 
from  the  situation  of  the  province  of  Canada,  it  was  obvious  that  this  would 
have  been  to  recruit  it  with  soldiers,  who  would  immediately  have  returned 
in  arms  upon  the  British  frontiers.  It  was,  therefore,  determined  to  remove 
and  disperse  this  whole  people  among-  the  British  colonies,  where  they  could 
not  unite  in  any  offensive  measures,  and  where  they  might  be  naturalized  to 
the  government  and  country." 

"  The  execution  of  this  unusual  and  general  sentence  was  allotted  chiefly 
to  the  New  England  forces ;  the  commander  of  which,  from  the  humanity 
and  firmness  of  his  character,  was  the  best  quahfied  to  carry  it  into  effect. 
It  was  without  doubt,  as  he  himself  declared,  disagreeable  to  his  natural 
make  and  temper ;  and  his  principles  of  implicit  obedience  as  a  soldier  were 
put  to  a  severe  test  by  this  ungrateful  kind  of  duty,  which  required  an  un- 
generous cunning,  and  subtle  kind  of  severity,  calculated  to  render  the  Aca- 
dians  subservient  to  the  English  interests  to  the  latest  hour.  They  were 
kept  entirely  ignorant  of  their  destiny  until  the  moment  of  their  captivity, 
and  were  overawed  or  allured  to  labour  at  the  gathering  in  of  their  harvest, 
which  was  secretly  allotted  to  tlie  use  of  their  conquerors." 

"  The  orders  from  lieutenant  governor  Lawrence  to  captain  Murray,  who 
was  first  on  the  station,  with  a  plagiarism  of  the  language,  witliout  the  spirit 
of  scripture,  directed  that  if  these  people  behaved  amiss,  they  should  be  pu- 
nished at  his  discretion  ;  and  if  any  attempts  were  made  to  destroy  or  mo- 
lest the  troops,  he  should  take  an  eye  for  an  eye,  and  a  tooth  for  a  tooth, 
and  in  short,  life  for  life,  from  the  nearest  neighbour  where  the  mischief 
should  be  performed." 

"  The  convenient  moment  having  arrived,  the  inhabitants  were  called  into 
the  different  ports  to  hear  the  King's  orders,  as  they  were  termed.  At 
Grand  Pre,  where  colonel  Winslow  had  the  immediate  command,  four  hun- 
dred and  eighteen  of  their  best  men  assembled.  These  being  shut  into  the 
church,  (for  that  too  had  become  an  arsenal,)  he  placed  himself  with  his  of- 
ficers in  the  centre,  and  addressed  them  thus : 

*'  Gentlemen, 

"  I  have  received  from  his  excellency  governor  Lawrence,  the  king's 
commission,  which  I  have  in  my  hand;  and  by  his  orders  you  are  convened 
together,  to  manifest  to  you  his  Majesty's  final  resolution  to  the  French  in- 
habitants of  this  his  Province  of  Nova  Scotia." 

"  The  part  of  duty  I  am  now  tipon,  though  necessafT/,  is  vei'y  disagreeable  to 
my  natural  make  and  temper,  as  I  know  it  must  be  grievous  to  you  ivlio  are  of 
the  same  species.^' 

"  £ut  it  is  not  my  business  to  animadvert,  but  to  obey  such  orders  as  I  re- 
ceive, and  therefore,  without  hesitation,  I  shall  deliver  you  his  Majesty's  or- 
ders and  instructions,  namely.  That  your  lands  and  tenements,  cattle  of  all 
kinds,  and  live  stock  of  all  sorts,  are  forfeited  to  the  crown,  with  all  other 
your  effects,  saving  your  money  and  household  goods,  and  you  yourselves  to 
be  removed  from  this  his  province." 

"  Thus  it  is  peremptorily  his  Majesty's  orders,  that  the  whole  French  in- 
habitants of  these  districts  be  removed,  and  I  am,  through  his  Majesty's 
goodness,  directed  to  allow  you  liberty  to  carry  off  your  money  and  house- 
hold goods,  as  many  as  you  can  without  discommoding  the  vessels  you  go  in. 
I  shall  do  every  thing  in  my  power,  that  all  those  goods  be  secured  to  you, 
and  that  you  are  not  molested  in  carrying  them  off:  also  that  whole  families 
shall  go  in  the  same  vessel ;  and  make  this  remove,  which  I  am  sensible 
must  give  you  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  as  easy  as  his  Majesty's  service  will 
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admit ;  and  hope,  that  in  whatever  part  of  the  world  you  may  fall,  you  may  SECT, 
be  faithful  subjects,  a  peaceable  and  happy  people."  ^^>v- 

"  I  must  also  inform  you,  that  it  is  his  Majesty's  pleasure  that  yon  remain 
in  security,  under  the  inspection  and  direction  of  the  troops  that  I  have  the 
honour  to  command." 

"  And  he  then  declared  them  the  King's  prisoners. 

"  As  some  of  these  wretched  inhabitants  escaped  to  the  woods,  all  possi- 
ble measures  were  adopted  to  force  them  back  to  captivity.  The  country 
was  laid  waste  to  prevent  their  subsistence.  In  the  district  of  Minas  alone, 
there  were  destroyed  255  houses,  276  barns,  155  out-houses,  11  mills,  and 
1  church;  and  tlie  friends  of  those  who  refused  to  come  in,  were  threatened 
as  the  victims  of  their  obstinacy.  In  short,  so  operative  were  the. terrors 
that  surrounded  them,  that  of  twenty -four  young-  men  who  deserted  from  a 
transport,  twenty-two  were  g-lad  to  return  of  themselves,  the  others  beings 
shot  by  sentinels  ;  and  one  of  their  friends  ~cvho  iocs  supposed  to  have  been  ac- 
cessary to  their  escape,  having  been,  carried  o?i  shore,  to  behold  the  destruction  of 
his  house  and  ejects,  -ivJdch  laere  burned  in  his  presence,  as  a  p^inishment  for  his 
temerity,  and  perfidious  aid  to  his  comrades.  Being"  embarked  by  force  of  the 
musquetry,  they  were  dispersed,  according"  to  the  original  plan,  among  the 
several  British  Colonies." 

Most  of  the  English  historians  have  slurred  over  this  har- 
rowing drama.  It  is  even  asserted  in  Smollett's  Continuation 
of  Hume,  and  in  the  modem  Universal  History,  that  the 
Acadians  were  merely  disarmed,  and  then  suffered  to  remain 
in  tranquillity  !  Entick,  in  his  "  General  History  of  the  Seven 
Years  War,"  is  somewhat  more  candid ;  and  for  the  further 
edification  of  my  readers,  I  will  proceed  to  quote  the  language 
in  which  this  reverend  author — of  no  mean  authority — relates 
and  glosses  so  portentous  an  iniquity.  As,  moreover,  his  ac- 
count is  the  only  one  through  which  the  affair  is  circumstan- 
tially known  to  the  readers  of  English  history,  I  am  disposed 
to  improve  the  opportunit}-,  of  placing  by  the  side  of  it,  the 
vindication  of  those  whom  he  calumniates. 

"  In  Nova  Scotia,  matters  did  not  favour  the  French  at  all  in  the  year  1755. 
General  Lawrence  pursued  his  success,  and  was  obliged  to  use  much  seve- 
rity, to  extirpate  the  French  neutrals  and  Indians,  who  refused  to  conform 
to  the  laws  of  Great  Britain,  or  to  swear  allegiance  to  our  sovereign,  and  had 
engaged  to  join  the  French  troops  in  the  spring,  expected  to  arrive  from 
old  France,  as  early  as  possible,  on  that  coast  or  at  Louisbourg ;  some  of 
whom  with  ammunition,  stores,  &c.  fell  into  the  hands  of  our  cruizers  off 
Cape  Breton.  General  Lawrence  did  not  only  pursue  those  dangeroxis  itihabi- 
iants  ivith  fire  and  sword,  laying-  the  country  xuaste,  burning  their  diuelUngs,  and 
carrying  of  their  stock but  he  thought  it  expedient  for  his  Majesty's  service 
to  transport  the  French  neutrals,  so  as  to  entirely  extirpate  a  people,  that 
only  waited  an  opportunity  to  join  the  enemy." 

'*  This  measure  was  very  commendable.  But  the  execution  of  it  was  not 
quite  so  prudent.  The  method  taken  by  the  general  to  secure  the  province 
from  this  pest,  was  to  distribute  them,  in  number  about  seven  thousand, 
among  the  British  Colonies,  in  tJiat  rigorous  season  of  winter,  almost  naked, 
and  -without  money  or  effects  to  help  themselves.  In  which  distribution,  too 
many  were  transported  to  those  colonies,  where  they  might  with  great 
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PART  I.  ease  get  to  the  French  forts,  or  might  facilitate  any  enterprize  from  those 
■  forts,  on  the  back  of  our  provinces  on  the  south  of  the  bay  of  St.  Lawrence. 
Besides,  it  was  exercising  a  power  he  had  no  right  unto.  For  his  command 
reached  not  beyond  the  limits  of  Nova  Scotia ;  and  this  was  loading  each 
government,  into  which  those  neutrals  were  transported,  with  an  arbitrary 
and  great  expense." 

"  This  may  be  exemplified  in  the  case  of  Pennsjdvania.  The  quota  im- 
posed on  that  province  was  four  hundred  and  fifteen,  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren. They  landed  in  a  most  deplorable  condition  at  Philadelphia,  to  be 
maintained  by  the  province,  or  turned  loose  to  beg  their  bread :  and  this 
city  not  being  above  two  hundred  miles  distant  from  fort  Du  Quesne,  it  was 
very  probable  the  men  might  get  unto,  and  join  their  countrymen  at  that 
fort;  or  strengthen  the  parties,  which  hovered  about  the  frontiers,  and 
were  continually  laying  waste  the  back  settlements.  The  government  in 
order  to  get  clear  of  the  charge,  such  a  company  of  miserable  wretches 
would  require  to  maintain  them,  proposed  to  sell  them  with  their  own  con- 
sent :  but  when  this  expedient  for  their  support  was  offered  to  their  consi- 
deration, the  transports  rejected  it  with  indignation,  alleging,  That  they 
were  prisoners,  and  expected  to  be  maintained  as  such,  and  not  forced  to 
labour.  They  farther  said,  that  they  had  not  violated  their  oath  of  fidelity; 
which,  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  they  were  obliged  to  take  ;  and  that  they 
were  ready  to  renew  that  oath,  but  that  a  new  oath  of  obedience  having 
been  prescribed  to  them,  by  which,  they  apprehended  the  neutrals  would 
be  obliged  to  bear  arms  against  the  French,  they  could  not  take  it,  and 
thought  they  could  not  be  compelled  to  do  it.  Thus  general  Lawrence 
cleared  the  country  of  the  French  neutrals;  and  the.  Indians  in  their  interest, 
who  had  been  very  troublesome,  being  most  of  them  Roman  CathoUcs,  re- 
tired to  Canada  for  protection."* 

The  first  remark  I  would  make  on  this  narrative  of  Entick, 
is,  that  the  plan  which  he  ascribes  to  the  government  of  Penn- 
sylvania, of  selling  the  exiles,  had  no  existence,  and  was  im- 
possible, consistently  with  its  principles  and  powers.  That 
government,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  when  near 
five  hundred  of  them  were  landed  in  a  plight  of  misery  which 
beggars  all  description,  received  them  with  the  liveliest  com- 
passion, and  provided  for  their  v/ants  with  the  readiest  libe- 
rality.f    They  were  immediately  committed  to  the  charge  of 


*  Vol.  i.  p.  385. 

f  I  have  before  me  an  exemplification  of  the  original  subscription  paper 
for  their  relief ;  and  a  list  of  the  names  of  some  of  them,  which  runs  thus : 
the  Widow  Landry,  blind  and  sickly ;  her  daughter.  Bonny  Landry,  blind  ; 
Widow  Coprit,  has  a  cancer  in  her  breast;  Widow  Seville,  always  sickly; 
Ann  Leblanc,  old  and  sickly ;  Widow  Leblanc,  foolish  and  sickly ;  the  two 
youngest  orphan  children  of  Philip  Melanson ;  three  orphan  children  of 
Paul  Bujauld,  the  eldest  sickly,  a  boy  foolish,  and  a  girl  with  an  infirmity  in 
her  mouth  ;  Baptist  Galerm's  foolish  child ;  Joseph  Vincent,  in  a  consump- 
tion ;  Widow  Gautram,  sickly,  with  a  young  child  ;  Joseph  Benoit,  old  and 
sickly  ;  Peter  Bressay,  has  a  rupture,  &c. ;  Peter  Vincent,  himself  and  wife 
sickly — three  children,  one  blind,  and  very  young,  &c.  Such  was  the  treat- 
ment which  they  had  experienced,  that  notwithstanding  the  charitable  at- 
tentions which  they  received  after  their  arrival  in  Philadelphia,  more  than 
one  half  of  them  died  in  a  short  time.  From  these  particulars  we  may  judge 
how  far  they  were  fitted  "  to  strengthen  the  parties  which  hovered  about 
tlie  frontiers !" 
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the  conservators  of  the  poor,  to  be  lodged  and  fed  at  the  pub-  SECT.ni. 
lie  expense ;  while  benevolent  individuals  of  the  society  of  ^-^-^/-^^ 
Friends,  made  and  collected  considerable  subscriptions  for 
their  more  comfortable  subsistence.  One  of  the  almoners  of 
the  city,  on  this  occasion,  Anthony  Benezet, — a  model  of 
philanthropy,  with  whose  character  those  of  the  English  pub- 
lic, who  have  read  Clarkson's  History  of  the  Abolition  of  the 
Slave  Trade,  cannot  pretend  to  be  unacquainted — .devoted 
himself  to  the  alleviation  of  both  the  physical  and  mental 
wretchedness  of  the  unexpected  guests.  It  is,  probably,  from 
an  anecdote  connected  with  his  parental  exertions  in  their  fa- 
vour, that  arose  the  idea  which  Entick  embraced,  respecting 
the  conduct  of  the  government  of  Pennsylvania.  This  anecdote 
is  thus  told  by  Mr.  Roberts  Vaux  in  his  excellent  biography 
of  Benezet.  "  Such  was  his  assiduity,  and  care  of  them,  that 
it  produced  a  jealousy  in  the  mind  of  one  of  the  oldest  men 
among  them,  of  a  very  novel  and  curious  description;  which 
was  communicated  to  a  friend  of  Benezet's — '  it  is  impossible^'' 
said  the  Acadian,  '  that  all  this  kindness  is  disinterested;  Mr. 
Benezet  must  certainly  intend  to  recompense  himself  by  trea- 
cherously selling  us.''  When  their  patron  and  protector  was 
informed  of  this  suspicion,  it  -"-ns  so  far  from  producing  an 
emotion  of  anger,  or  an  expression  of  indignation,  that  he  lift- 
ed up  his  hands  and  laughed  immoderately." 

The  reverend  historian  was  right  in  affirming  that  the  Bri- 
tish commandant  in  Nova  Scotia,  imposed  an  arbitrary  and 
heavy,  and  he  might  have  added,  unrequited  expense  upon 
the  colonies,  among  which  the  neutrals  were  distributed ;  but 
he  laboured  under  an  error  in  supposing  that  General  Law- 
rence "  cleared  the  country"  at  once.  As  many  were  sent 
away  in  1755,  as  could  be  disposed  of  immediately.  A  consi- 
derable number  remained,  with  whom  the  same  course  was 
pursued  a  few  years  afterwards,  upon  the  inordinate  alarm 
created  by  the  landing  of  the  French  in  Newfoundland. 

In  the  first  instance,  seven  thousand  of  the  obnoxious  com- 
munity, as  Entick  relates,  were  thus  torn  from  their  rustic 
homes,  and  transported  in  a  way  worthy  of  being  compared 
with  the  "  middle  passage."  The  quota  then  assigned  to  Mas- 
sachusetts exceeded  cne  thousand.  "  This  extraordinary  tax," 
says  her  historian  Minot,*  "  was  about  to  be  laid  anew  upon 
the  Province,  in  1762,  by  the  arrival  of  nine  ships  from  Ha- 
lifax, with  700  French  neutrals  on  board.  By  an  examen 
of  these  people  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1760,  there  was 


*  Vol.  i),  chap.  V 
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PART  I.  found  to  be  1017  of  them  in  the  Province,  of  whom  only  394 
^-^^^^"^^  were  able  to  labour.    For  the  expense  of  subsisting  them^  the 
Province  could  procure  no  alloxvance  from  Parliament^  and  so 
had  become  subject  to  indefinite  taxation  in  this  way  at  the 
discretion  of  the  commander  in  Nova  Scotia." 

No  proof  has  ever  been  produced, — none  exists,  to  support 
the  charges  which  Entick  prefers  against  the  sufferers — of  hav- 
ing engaged  to  join  the  French  troops,  and  refused  absolutely 
to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  British  sovereign.  On 
the  other  hand,  their  own  allegations,  as  he  reports  them,  and 
which  give  them  strong  titles  to  respect,  are  upheld  by  the  te- 
nor of  the  official  declarations  of  the  British  authorities  in  Nova 
Scotia,  who  pleaded,  little  more  in  substance,  than  the  posi- 
tive orders  of  their  government,  and  a  supposed  overruling 
necessity,  as  regarded  the  more  secure  dominion  of  that  terri- 
tory. Tradition  is  fresh  and  positive  among  us  respecting  the 
guileless,  peaceful,  and  scrupulous  character  of  this  injured 
people.  The  impression  which  it  made  here,  upon  every  one 
who  held  intercourse  with  them,  contributed  to  render  more 
intense,  the  compassion  raised  by  the  miserable  vicissitude  of 
their  fortunes,  and  the  extreme  poignancy  of  their  grief. 
Their  descendants,  now  scattered  over  these  States,  received 
universally  from  them  the  same  tale  of  injustice  and  woe.  It 
is  consigned  in  the  Petition  which  they  transmitted  from  Penn- 
sylvania to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  which  bears  intrin- 
sic evidence,  too  strong  to  be  resisted  by  a  feeling  and  unpre- 
judiced reader,  of  the  truth  of  all  the  details.^  To  complete 
the  history,  I  ought  to  add,  that  no  attention  whatever  was 
paid  to  their  prayer  either  for  immediate  redress,  or  a  judicial 
hearing. 

Before  I  finish  with  this  matter,  I  will  claim  permis- 
sion to  moot  a  simple  case,  and  propound  a  few  natural 
queries. — Had  w^ar  broken  out,  in  1808,  between  France 
and  the  United  States,  as  was  expected, — and  had  the 
latter  immediately,  upon  the  suspicion,  or  the  certainty, 
of  the  French  inhabitants  of  Louisiana  being  favourably 
inclined  to  Bonaparte,  "  cleared"  that  province  of  all  of 
them ;  of  men,  and  women,  of  the  aged  and  the  young,  of  the 
sick  and  the  insane ;  "  pursuing  them  with  fire  and  sword, 
burning  their  dwellings,  laying  waste  their  plantations,  and 
destroying  their  stock" — had  those  inhabitants  been  driven 
off  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  "  in  the  rigorous  season  of 
winter,  almost  naked,  and  without  money  or  effects  to  help 


*  See  note  F.  for  the  Petition  itself,  copied  from  the  draught  in  the  hand- 
writing of  Benezet. 
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themselves" — ^had  they  been  thrown  in  this  condition,  from  SECT.  III. 
prison  ships  as  confined  and  wasting  as  the  English  hulks,  v^^v-^^ 
upon  the  charity  of  strangers  ignorant  of  their  language,  and 
prejudiced  against  their  race? — Or,  had  all  this  been  done  by 
the  American  commanders  in  Louisiana,  of  their  own  motion, 
and  had  the  American  government  then  refused  to  listen  to 
the  petition  for  relief,  of  that  remnant  of  the  prostrate  exiles, 
which  disease  and  grief  had  spared,  and  left  them  irrevo- 
cably to  their  fate — what  would  have  been  said  in  Great 
Britain  ?  When  would  the  world  have  ceased  to  ring  with  her 
execrations  upon  American  barbarity?  If  one  of  her  general 
officers  had  afterwards  put  to  death  two  Americans,  found  and 
acknowledged  to  be  co-operating,  with  a  hostile  tribe  of  sa- 
vages on  the  borders  of  Canada, — would  she  have  suffered  this 
act  to  be  placed  in  the  same  line  of  atrocity  ?  or,  however 
keen  her  sensibility  to  the  effusion  of  her  own  blood,  and  a 
fancied  outrage  upon  her  national  majesty,  would  she  have 
ventured  to  denounce  the  execution  of  Ambrister  and  Arbuth- 
not,  as  equal  in  guilt,  to  the  extirpation,  upon  such  grounds 
as  her  historians  offer  in  the  case  of  the  Acadians,  of  a  civi- 
lized community  of  many  thousands,  unimpeachable  in  their 
private  life ;  confessedly  amiable  in  their  dispositions ;  and 
happy  in  the  midst  of  ease  and  abundance  created  by  their 
industry  and  frugality  ? 

5.  Notwithstanding  the  notoriety  of  the  facts  upon  which 
I  have  touched — that  the  colonies  were  planted  at  the  expense 
of  private  adventurers,  fugitives  from  relentless  persecution; 
that  they  formed,  for  the  most  part,  their  own  constitutions ; 
that  they  fought  and  overcame  the  Indians  without  aid  from 
abroad — that  the  mother  country  built  no  forts  either  on  their 
internal  or  Atlantic  frontier,  to  protect  them  from  invasion — 
that  she'  sent  no  ships  of  war  to  guard  their  trade,  till  many 
years  after  their  settlement,  when  their  commerce  had  become 
an  object  of  revenue  to  the  crown,  and  of  profit  to  the  British 
merchants — that  her  parliament  passed  no  one  material  act 
concerning  them,  which  did  not  relate  to  the  regulation  of 
trade  or  the  enlargement  of  the  metropolitan  authorit}^ — yet, 
even  before  the  expiration  of  the  seventeenth  century,  it  was 
not  uncommon  for  the  most  distinguished  of  the  parliamentary 
leaders,  to  hold  the  language  which  Charles  Townsend 
employed  in  1765,  in  his  speech  in  favour  of  the  stamp  act, 
"  that  the  Americans  were  children  planted  by  her  care ;  nou- 
rished up  by  her  indulgence,  and  defended  by  her  arms."  I 
can  trace  also,  to  an  early  period,  the  complaints  repeated  by 


94 


DIFFICULTIES  SURMOUNTED 


PART  I.  the  same  British  minister,  concerning  their  unthankful  and 
"-^"^^^^^  seditious  spirit,  and  that  niggardliness  "  which  grudged  even 
a  mite  to  relieve  the  beneficent  and  venerable  parent  from  the 
heavy  burdens  under  which  she  groaned."  When  the  disputes 
consequent  on  the  stamp  act  grew  warm,  these  topics  were  in 
the  mouths  of  all  who  supported  the  scheme  of  taxation,  and 
with  them  were  plentifully  mixed  the  prejudices  concerning 
the  pedigree  and  general  character  of  the  Americans,  of  which 
I  have  spoken  in  the  preceding  section.  It  is  among  the  re- 
marks made  by  Franklin,  in  his  examination  before  the  House 
of  Commons,  in  1766,  that  "  America  had  been  greatly  abused 
in  England,  in  papers,  and  pamphlets,  and  speeches,  as  un- 
grateful, and  unreasonable,  and  unjust,  in  having  put  the 
British  nation  to  an  immense  expense  for  their  defence,  and 
refusing  to  bear  any  part  of  that  expense." 

"  Our  newspapers  and  politicians,"  said  one  of  the  ablest 
of  the  British  w^riters  of  that  day,  "  have  been  lately  full  of 
"  invectives  against  the  disposition  and  conduct  of  the  Ameri- 
"  cans,  and  using  foul-mouthed  reproach.  There  are  indeed 
"  a  set  of  men,  who,  from  dulness,  being  totally  ignorant  of 
"  the  colonies,  or  fi'oi?i  pride^  ashamed  to  have  a  knowledge 
"  of  them^  talk  of  what  we,  for  such  is  their  language,  have 
"  done  for  them ;  what  money  xve  have  spent ;  what  blood  %ve 
"  have  lavished  ;  and  what  trouble  xve  have  had  in  establishing 
and  protecting  them  to  this  day;  and  after  a  thousand  such 
"  self-applauses,  declaim  against  the  baseness,  ingratitude, 
"  and  rebellion,  of  an  obstinate,  senseless,  and  abandoned  set 
"  of  convicts." 

In  this  strain.  Dr.  Johnson  wrote  and  talked,  as  the  organ 
of  the  ministry.  It  was  in  vain  that  Barre  replied  to  Towns- 
end  with  a  fire  and  force  of  rhetoric  worthy  of  Demosthenes, 
and  that  Burke  declared  to  Parliament,  "  the  colonies  in  ge- 
neral owe  little  or  nothing  to  any  care  of  ours — a  generous 
nature  has  with  them,  taken  its  own  way  to  perfection." 
Merits  of  every  kind  continued  to  be  claimed  for  the  mother 
country,  and  it  was  particularly  insisted,  that  the  blood  and 
treasure  lavished  in  the  American  wars,  from  1690  to  1763, 
were  spent  in  the  cause  of  the  colonies  alone.  This  point  had 
come  particularly  under  discussion  in  the  year  1760,  when 
the  question  of  surrendering  Canada  to  the  French  was  agi- 
tated in  England.  It  was  argued  affirmatively  with  great  zeal, 
in  a  work  of  high  authority  at  that  time,  to  which  Franklin 
answered  by  his  celebrated  Canada-Pamphlet.  The  illustri- 
ous philosopher  demonstrated,  that  the  retention  of  Canada  was 
of  the  utmost  importance  to  Great  Britain;  but  that,  though 
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desirable  for  the  colonies  as  a  means  of  preserving  peace  on  SECT.  HI. 
their  borders,  it  would  be  attended  with  disadvantages  over-  v^-v-^*^ 
balancing  this  consideration,  which  had  become  of  the  less 
moment  from  the  military  strength  they  had  acquired,  and  the 
impression  they  had  made  upon  the  Indian  nations.  He  took 
one  particular  view  of  their  case,  which  belongs  to  history, 
and  should  be  offered  to  my  readers  as  equally  striking  and 
just.       I  do  not  think  that  our  '  blood  and  treasure  have  been 

expended,'  as  the  author  of  the  pamphlet  intimates,  '  in  the 
"  cause  of  the  colonies,  and  that  England  is  making  conquests 
"  for  them;'  yet  I  believe  this  is  too  common  an  error;  I  do 

not  say  that  they  are  altogether  unconcerned  in  the  event. 
"  The  inhabitants  of  them  are,  in  common  with  other  sub- 
"  jects  of  Great  Britain,  anxious  for  the  glory  of  her  crown, 

the  extent  of  her  power  and  commerce,  the  welfare  and 
"  future  repose  of  the  whole  British  people.  They  could  not, 

therefore,  but  take  a  large  share  in  the  affronts  offered  to 

Britain ;  and  have  been  animated  with  a  truly  British  spirit, 
"  to  exert  themselves  beyond  their  strength,  and  against  their 
"  evident  interests.    T'et  so  unfortunate  have  they  been^  that 

their  virtue  has  made  against  them;  for  upon  no  better  foun- 

dation  than  this  have  they  been  supposed  the  authors  of  the 
"  war,  and  has  it  been  said  to  be  carried  on  for  their  advan- 

tage  only." 

Adam  Smith  strengthened  the  common  error,  and  unwit- 
tingly promoted  the  ministerial  scheme  of  deception,  by  the 
following  loose  passage  of  the  seventh  chapter  of  the  fourth 
book  of  his  Wealth  of  Nations. — "  The  English  colonists  have 
never  yet  contributed  any  thing  towards  the  defence  of  the 
mother  country,  or  towards  the  support  of  its  civil  government. 
They,  themselves,  on  the  contrary,  have  hitherto  been  defend- 
ed almost  entirely  at  the  ex{3ense  of  the  mother  country," 
These  propositions  are  inconsistent  with  the  tenor  of  the  opi- 
nions which  I  have  quoted  from  the  same  chapter,  and  have 
not  the  least  hold  in  the  colonial  history.  A  direct  and  com- 
plete refutation  of  them  is  to  be  found  in  Franklin's  writings. 
With  respect  to  the  war  of  1756  particularly,  which  Adam 
Smith  had,  no  doubt,  immediately  in  view,  the  American  cham- 
pion placed  the  question  in  its  true  light  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, in  his  examination  before  that  bod}^  His  doctrine  passed 
without  contradiction  at  the  moment.  "  I  know  the  last  war 
"  is  commonly  sjDoken  of  here  as  entered  into  for  the  defence, 
"  or  for  the  sake  of  the  people  in  America.  I  think  it  is  quite 
"  misunderstood.  It  began  about  the  limits  between  Canada 
"  and  Nova  Scotia;  about  territories  to  which  the  crown  indeed 
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"  laid  claim,  but  which  were  not  claimed  by  any  British  cok- 
"  7iy  ;  none  of  the  lands  had  been  granted  to  any  colonists,  we 
"  had  therefore  no  particular  concern  or  interest  in  that  dispute. 
"  As  to  the  Ohio,  the  contest  there  began  about  your  right  of 
"  trading  in  the  Indian  country,  a  right  you  had  by  the  treaty 
"  of  Utrecht,  which  the  French  infringed ;  they  seized  the  tra- 
"  ders  and  their  goods,  which  were  your  manufactures ;  they 
"  took  a  fort  which  a  company  of  your  merchants,  and  their 
"  factors  and  correspondents,  had  erected  there,  to  secure  that 
"  trade.  Braddock  was  sent  with  an  army  to  retake  that  fort, 
"  (which  was  looked  on  here  as  another  encroachment  on  the 
"  king's  territory,)  and  to  protect  your  trade.  It  was  not  till 
"  after  his  defeat  that  the  colonies  were  attacked.   They  were 

before  in  perfect  peace  with  both  French  and  Indians;  the 
"  troops  were  not  therefore  sent  for  their  defence." 

The  whole  subject,  including  the  motives  and  ends  of  what 
were  called  the  colonial  contests  of  the  European  powers,  was 
taken  up  by  Brougham,  in  his  work  on  their  colonial  policy, 
and  so  treated  as  to  be  no  longer  a  field  of  controversy.  He  has 
satisfactorily  shown,  that  "  the  quarrels  of  the  mother  country 
alone  were,  in  almost  every  instance,  the  causes  which  involved 
every  part  of  the  empire  in  wars that  "  the  foreign  relations 
of  the  colonies  were  almost  always  subservient,  and  postponed 
to  those  of  the  parent  state;"  and  that,  "  so  far  from  involving 
her  in  their  quarrels^  they  suffered  more  than  any  part  of  the 
system^  by  the  proper  quarrels  of  the  metropolis^ 

The  following  desultory  extracts  from  his  first  volume  con- 
tain general  views,  which  I  think  it  important  to  present,  upon 
such  authority,  and  some  facts,  of  which  the  force  will  be  nwre 
felt,  when  they  are  so  avouched. 

**  The  supporters  of  the  different  economical  systems  have  considered  a 
colony  as  a  mother  country,  held  in  subjection  by  another  state ;  not  as  a 
part  of  that  state,  connected  with  it  by  various  ties.  It  appears  more  proper 
to  view  the  estabhshment  of  distant  colonies,  as  an  extension  of  a  country's 
dominions,  into  regions  which  enjoy  a  diversity  of  soil  and  climate.  While 
the  colonies  then  are  only  to  be  viewed  as  distant  provinces  of  the  same 
country,  it  is  absurd  to  represent  their  defence  and  g'overnment  as  a  burden, 
either  to  the  treasury  or  to  the  forces  of  the  mother  country." 

"  The  wars  which  a  state  undertakes,  apparently  for  the  defence  of  the 
colonial  dominions,  are,  in  reality,  very  seldom  the  consequence,  even  of  her 
possessing-  those  distant  territories.  Two  nations,  who  would  commence  hos- 
tilities on  account  of  their  colonies,  would  never  want  occasions  for  quarrel- 
ling-, had  they  no  possessions.  In  fact,  any  influence  which  the  circumstances  of 
the  colonies  can  exert  on  the  dispositions  of  the  parent  state,  is"  much  more  like- 
ly to  be  of  a  nature  favourable  to  the  maintenance  of  peace.**  Whatever  effects 
may  be  attributed  to  the  attention  which  has  been  paid  to  colonial  pohcy, 
it  is  probable  that  instead  of  increasing,  it  has  diminished  the  frequency  of 
wars  in  modern  times.  Whatever  circumstances  may  have  involved  Great 
Britain  in  a  colonial  warfare  in  1739  and  1756,  a  little  reflection  will  show 
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US  that  the  contests  were  not  occasioned  by  the  possession  of  territories  in  SECT.  III. 
America,  but  only  broke  out  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe,  as  well  as  in  Eu-  y^^^.^^ 
rope,  in  consequence  of  the  relations  of  European  politics  between  the  dif- 
ferent powers  possessing-  territories  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic." 

**  It  should  seem,  that  in  ascribing-  to  the  possession  of  colonies,  the  wara  of 
1739,  1756,  and  1778,  philosophers  have  been  led  into  an  error,  not  uncom- 
mon in  any  of  the  departments  of  science,  and  in  none  more  frequent  than 
in  politics, — the  mistake  of  the  occasion  for  the  cause,  and  of  a  collateral  ef- 
fect for  a  principle  of  causation.  They  have  searched  in  America  for  the 
orig-in  of  misfortunes,  of  which  the  seeds  lay  near  home — in  the  mutual  rela* 
tions  of  the  European  powers,  the  diversity  of  national  character,  and  the 
beUig-erent  nature  of  man." 

"  The  colonies  occasion  a  diversion  in  favour  of  the  tranquillity  and  secu- 
rity of  the  parent  states.  The  strength  and  valour  which  might  otherwise 
be  exerted,  in  committing  to  the  chance  of  war  the  independence  of  the 
European  powers,  are  displayed  in  the  distant  regions  of  the  New  World, 
and  exhausted  without  danger  to  the  capitals." 

"  While  their  colonies  thus  render  to  the  great  maritime  powers  of  Eu- 
rope the  important  service  of  determining  (as  it  were)  the  eruption  of  hos- 
tilities, to  the  extremities,  where  it  may  spend  a  force  that  would  have  proved 
fatal  to  the  nobler  parts  of  the  system,  the  structure  of  those  distant  com- 
munities, is,  in  general,  of  a  less  delicate  nature,  and  better  adapted  to  sus- 
tain the  shock  of  military  operations." 

*'  The  old  colonies  of  North  America,  besides  defraying  the  whole  ex- 
penses of  their  internal  administration,  were  enabled,  from  their  situation, 
to  render  very  active  assistance  to  the  mother  country,  upon  several  occa- 
sions, not  pecuharly  interesting  to  themselves.  They  uniformly  asserted, 
that  they  ~u)oidd  never  refuse  contributions  even  for  purposes  strictly  impe- 
rial, provided  these  were  constitutionally  demanded.  Nor  did  they  stop  at 
mere  professions  of  zeal." 

"  The  whole  expense  of  civil  government  in  the  British  North  American 
colonies,  previous  to  the  revolution,  did  not  amount  to  eighty  thousand 
pounds  sterling;  which  was  paid  by  the  produce  of  their  taxes.  The  mili- 
tary establishment,  the  garrisons,  and  the  forts,  in  the  old  colonies,  cost  the 
mother  country  nothing." 

"  In  the  war  of  1739,  when  their  population  and  resources  were  very  tri- 
fling, they  sent  three  thousand  men  to  join  the  expedition  to  Carthagena. 
The  privateers,  fitted  out  in  the  different  ports  of  America,  and  belonging 
to  the  colonies,  were  even  in  that  time,  both  in  numbers  of  men  and  guns, 
more  powerful  than  the  whole  British  navy,  at  the  era  of  its  victory  over  the 
Spanish  armada.  Many  parts  of  the  colonies  have,  at  all  times,  furnished 
large  suppUes  to  the  naval  force  that  was  destined  to  protect  them.  The 
fisheries  of  New  England,  in  particular,  used  to  contribute  a  vast  number  of 
■^'xcellent  seamen  to  the  British  navy." 
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SECTION  IV. 


OF  THE  MILITARY  EFFORTS  AND  SUFFERINGS  OF  THE  COLO- 
NISTS, IN  THE  WARS  OF  THE  MOTHER  COUNTRY. 

PART  I.  1.  The  colonies  took  an  active  part,  and  had  even  an 
^-^-v^^-^  excessive  share,  in  the  ahnost  continuous  wars  which  Great 
Britain  waged  between  the  years  1680  and  1763.  As  soon 
as  hostilities  broke  out  in  Europe,  towards  the  close  of  the 
seventeenth  century,  the  belligerent  powers  industriously 
kindled  the  fiercest  animosities  between  their  respective  Ame- 
rican dependencies.  Those  of  the  French  and  Spaniards 
being  greatly  inferior  in  internal  strength,  thought  to  compen- 
sate themselves  for  this  disparity,  by  arraying  the  Indians  on 
their  side,  and  keeping  their  merciless  auxiliaries  in  perpetual 
action.  They  animated  and  led  them  in  irruptions  into  the 
British  provinces,  memorable  for  the  worst  evils  which  charac- 
terize Indian  warfare.  The  destruction  of  the  settlements  of 
Port  Royal,  on  the  southern  frontier  of  Carolina,  by  the  Spa- 
niards of  St.  Augustine,  in  1686, — the  murderous  expedition 
of  the  French  against  Schenectady  and  Corlar,  in  New  York, 
and  their  successful  attacks  upon  Salmon  Falls  and  Casco,  in 
1690,  may  be  cited  as  specimens  of  what  is  to  be  considered 
as  the  mere  prelude,  to  the  similar  hostilities  with  which  the 
English  colonists  were  afflicted,  almost  without  intermission, 
for  more  than  half  a  century  afterwards.  These  began  nearly 
at  the  same  time,  to  act  vigorously  on  the  offensive ;  less,  how- 
ever, by  the  proxy  of  the  Indians  whom  they  could  attach 
to  their  cause,  than  in  their  own  persons,  and  with  their  own 
resources.  We  find  New  England  twice  engaged  during 
1690,  in  attempts  upon  a  large  scale,  to  reduce  Canada.  In 
that  year,  Sir  William  Phipps,  governor  of  Massachusetts, 
with  a  fleet  of  eight  small  vessels,  and  eight  hundred  men, 
made  himself  master  of  the  fort  of  Port  Royal  in  Acadia,  and 
took  possession  of  the  v/hole  coast  from  that  place  to  the  New 
England  settlements.  Another,  and  more  considerable  arma- 
ment was  despatched  immediately,  under  the  same  com- 
mander, against  Quebec,  but  it  proved  highly  disastrous. 
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owing  to  the  incapacity  of  the  royal  governor.*  One  thousand  SECT.  IV. 
of  the  New  England  troops  perished  in  this  bold  enterprise,  v-^-v-^i^ 
and  the  vessels  employed  in  it  were  all  lost  on  their  return ; 
the  colonies  that  had  so  nobly  strained  their  means,  incurred 
a  debt  of  ^140,000,  and  the  necessit)^-  of  issuing  bills  of  cre- 
dit— the  first  paper  money  (bom  in  an  evil  hour)  which  is 
mentioned  in  our  annals.  The  contingent  of  men,  which 
Connecticut  and  New  York  had  stipulated  to  send  against 
Montreal,  as  a  diversion  in  favour  of  the  forces  directed  against 
Quebec,  was  arrested  in  camp,  and  dreadfully  reduced  by  the 
small  pox.  This,  and  other  malignant  epidemics,  made,  at 
different  times,  great  havoc  throughout  the  North  American 
communities,  and  are  to  be  classed  among  the  most  formida- 
ble of  the  numerous  obstacles  to  their  progress. 

These  enterprises  of  New  England  originated  in  her  own 
sagacity  and  intrepidity.  The  mother  country  took  no  part 
and  little  interest  in  them.  Sir  William  Phipps  made  a  voy- 
age to  London,  in  order  to  solicit  aid  and  encouragement  for 
the  prosecution  of  the  object,  but  met  with  no  success. f  "  It 
would  be  amazing,"  says  the  Universal  History,  "  that  the 
English  court  should  all  the  while  express  so  little,  or  no  con- 
cern, for  so  fine  and  well  situated  a  country  as  Acadia,  did  we 
not  consider  that  king  William  and  the  English  government 
had  at  this  time  on  their  hands,  two  great  wars  in  Europe,  one 
in  Ireland,  and  one  in  Flanders.  Whatever  had  been  done 
against  the  French  in  New  France,  was  effected  by  the  New 
England  forces,  without  any  assistance  from  Old  England, 
farther  than  that  the  king  and  ministry  there  signed  commis- 
sions. The  fruits  of  the  success  at  Port  Royal  were  lost 
by  the  restoration  of  the  whole  territory  taken,  at  the  peace  of 
Ryswick. 

In  1693,  the  British  cabinet  yielding  at  length  to  the  in- 
stances of  New  England,  undertook  to  assist  her  with  a  con- 
siderable force  towards  another  invasion  of  Canada,  The 
fleet  designated  for  the  purpose,  was,  however,  first  employed 
in  an  attempt  upon  Martinico,  and  experienced  there,  disasters 
which  unfitted  it  for  any  further  operations.  In  the  mean- 
while, the  colonies  eagerly  made  preparations,  in  conformity 
with  the  plan  concerted  in  England ;  which  were  so  great,  says 
the  Universal  History,  that  they  probably  would  have  been 


*  Universal  Modern  History,  vol.  xl. 

f  Some  years  after,  Colonel  Schuyler,  of  New  York,  went  to  England,  at 
bis  private  expense,  on  the  same  errand. 
?  Vol.  xxxix. 
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PART  I.  successful.*    In  the  province  of  New  York  five  hundred  men. 

■-i^~v-^^  were  raised  for  an  attack  upon  Montreal;  and  this  body  when 
set  upon  by  a  greatly  superior  force  of  French  and  Indians, 
fought,  adds  the  same  authority  "  with  inconceivable  resolu- 
tion." An  accumulation  of  debt  and  trouble  was  the  only 
result  for  the  colonies,  of  the  whole  arrangement.  The  French 
of  Canada  were  emboldened  by  its  miscarriage,  to  more 
harassing  and  destructive  incursions.  Three  years  after,  the 
French  court  equipped  a  considerable  fleet,  destined  to  reta- 
liate on  the  British,  by  ravaging  the  coasts  of  New  England, 
and  reducing  New  York,  No  means  of  averting  the  impend- 
ing danger  were  neglected  by  these  colonies ;  and  the  only  ma- 
terial injury,  besides  the  labour  and  expense  of  considerable 
levies,  which  they  suffered  from  the  French  plan  of  conquest, 
was  the  loss  of  the  fort  at  Pemaquid,  erected,  most  idly^ 
"  by  the  special  order  of  king  William  and  queen  Mary," 
though  at  the  sole  and  very  heavy  cost  of  Massachusetts,  and 
of  which  the  futility  was  obvious  from  the  first,  to  some  of  the 
poor  provincials." 

When,  at  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  centur}^,  intel- 
ligence was  received  in  America,  of  England  being  again 
at  war  with  France  and  Spain,  hostilities  were  renewed 
there  with  the  utmost  animation.  In  1702,  South  Carolina, 
with  a  population  of  only  seven  thousand  whites,  and  scarce- 
ly forty  years  after  its  settlement,  sent  an  expensive  expedi- 
tion of  six  hundred  militia,  and  as  many  Indians,  against 
St.  Augustine.  The  whole  purpose  was  not  accomplished, 
indeed,  but  great  mischief  was  done  to  the  Spaniards.  "  It 
is  almost  incredible,"  remarks  the  Universal  History, f  "  that 
a  government  so  lately  settled  as  that  of  Carolina,  and  subject 
to  such  mismanagements  from  the  proprietary,  should  under- 
take so  unpromising  an  afl'air,  and  be  so  near  succeeding  in  it 
as  the  Carolinians  were."  The  mystery  is  to  be  explained  by 
the  spirit  of  its  popular  assembly.  Under  the  same  auspices, 
a  body  of  Carolinians  marched,  the  following  year,  against 
the  Apalachian  Indians,  the  allies  of  the  Spaniards,  acting 
under  the  command  of  a  Spanish  colonel;  penetrated  into  the 
heart  of  their  settlements ;  subdued  and  dispersed  them,  and 
reduced  their  whole  territory  under  the  British  power.  An 
invasion  of  Carolina,  from  the  Havanna,  was  attempted  in 
1706,  by  the  Spaniards  and  French,  with  a  formidable  force, 
and  most  gallantly  repelled  and  frustrated  by  troops  assem- 
bled in  haste  at  Charleston.  Nearly  one  half  of  the  assail- 
ants were  either  killed  or  taken,  and  the  infant  colony  had 


*  Vol.  xxxix.  p.  63. 


f  Vol.  xxxix. 
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little  to  regret  on  the  occasion,  except  the  heavy  burden  of  the  SECT.iv. 
expenses  incurred  in  the  military  levy. 

2.  The  martial  activity  of  the  northern  provinces  was  equal- 
ly remarkable,  and  their  suffering  greater.  In  1702,  all  the 
settlements  from  Casco  to  Wells  were  ravaged  with  fire  and 
sword,  bv  a  partv  of  Indians  and  French,  and  one  hundred 
and  thirty  of  the  laborious  husbandmen  either  killed  or  made 
prisoners.  A  large  band  of  the  same  enemies  surprised,  two 
years  subsequent,  the  town  of  Deerfield,  in  Massachusetts, 
laid  it  in  ashes,  and  either  butchered  or  captured  the  inhabi- 
tants to  the  number  of  nearly  two  hundred.  This  calamity 
was  immediately  and  fully  retorted,  by  an  expedition  of  five 
hundred  and  fifty  New  England  volunteers,  against  the  French 
and  Indian  settlements  of  Penobscot  and  Passamaquoddy ; 
and  but  a  small  time  elapsed  before  the  New  England  govern- 
ment despatched  another  armament,  consisting  of  several  thou- 
sand men,  to  reduce  Acadia.  The  enterprise  failed,  in  con- 
sequence of  an  injudicious  march  in  the  neighbom'hood  of 
Port  Royal,  which  was  occasioned  by  the  obstinacy  and  in- 
subordination of  the  officers  of  the  Deptford  man  of  war,  un- 
der whose  convoy  the  provincial  fleet  of  transports  had  been 
sent.^  The  attention  of  New  England  was  speedily  attracted 
to  her  domestic  safety ;  for  the  French  and  Indians  penetrat- 
ed, in  1708,  to  Haverhill,  on  Merrimack  river,  and  dealt 
with  that  town  as  they  had  done  with  Deerfield. 

The  subjugation  of  Canada  continued  to  be  urged  upon  the 
British  court  by  the  politicians  of  Massachusetts  and  New 
York  ;  but  it  had  no  relish  for  the  ministry  of  the  dav,  who, 
as  the  historians  relate,  would  have  preferred  rather  the  ex- 
tension, than  the  abridgment  of  the  French  power  in  America. 
However,  in  1709,  orders  were  received  by  the  provinces  to 
prepare  for  the  enterprise,  upon  a  larger  scale,  and  were 
obeyed  with  the  utmost  alacrity.  After  considerable  levies 
had  been  made,  and  the  transports  and  troops  kept,  four  months, 
in  waiting  at  Boston  for  the  arrival  of  the  English  fleet,  it  was 
announced  from  London,  that  a  change  in  the  affairs  of  Eu- 
rope rendered  it  expedient  to  relinquish  the  expedition  ! 

The  account  which  the  historian  of  New  York,  Smith,  has 
transmitted  of  this  affair,  developes  further  its  character,  and 
is  highly  creditable  to  the  spirit  of  that  province.  "  The  plan 
"  of  operations  was  concerted  at  New  York,  with  Francis 
"  Nicholson,  formerly  our  lieutenant  governor,  who,  at  the  re- 
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PART  I.  quest  of  our  governor  and  those  of  Connecticut  and  Pcnnsyl- 
^-^'^v-'w    vania,  accepted  the  chief  command  of  the  provincial  forces, 

intended  to  penetrate  into  Canada,  by  the  way  of  Lake 
"  Champlain.   Impoverished  as  we  were,  the  assembly  joined 

heartily  in  the  enterprise.    Universal  joy  now  brightened 

every  man's  countenance,  because  all  expected  the  complete 
"  reduction  of  Canada  before  the  ensuing  autumn.  We  ex- 
"  erted  ourselves  to  the  utmost.  Having  put  ourselves  to  the 
"  expense  of  above  twenty  thousand  pounds,  the  delay  of  the 
"  arrival  of  the  British  fleet  spread  a  general  discontent 

through  the  country ;  our  forces  were  finally  called  from 

camp,  &c.  Had  this  expedition  been  vigorously  prosecuted, 
"  doubtless  it  would  have  succeeded.  The  allied  army  tri- 
"  umphed  in  repeated  successes  in  Flanders ;  and  the  court 
"  of  France  was  in  no  condition  to  give  assistance  to  so  dis- 
"  tant  a  colony  as  Canada.  The  Indians  of  the  Five  Nations 
"  were  engaged  to  join  heartily  in  the  attempt,  and  the  eastern 
*'  colonies  had  nothing  to  fear  from  the  Ouwenagungas.  In 
"  America,  every  thing  was  ripe  for  the  attack.  At  home, 
"  lord  Sunderland,  the  secretary  of  state,  had  despatched  or- 
"  ders  to  the  queen's  ships  at  Boston  to  hold  themselves  in 
"  readiness,  &c.  At  this  juncture,  the  news  arrived  of  the 
"  defeat  of  the  Portuguese  ;  the  forces  intended  for  the  Ame- 
"  rican  adventure  were  then  ordered  to  their  assistance,  and 
"  the  thoughts  of  the  ministry  entirely  diverted  from  the  Ca- 
"  nada  expedition.  The  abortion  of  our  plan  exposed  us  to 
"  consequences  equally  calamitous,  dreaded,  and  foreseen  ;  as 
"  soon  as  the  scheme  dropped,  numerous  parties  of  the  French 

and  Indian  allies  were  sent  out  to  harass  the  English  fron- 
'-^  tiers,  and  committed  the  most  savage  cruelties."* 

New  England,  with  her  usual  spirit,  pressed  an  immediate 
descent  upon  Acadia  at  least,  with  the  military  means  which 
liad  been  collected  at  such  heavy  cost ;  but  the  captains  of  the 
British  men  of  war  on  that  station,  could  not  be  prevailed  upon 
even  to  serve  as  convoy  to  the  transports.  To  defray  their 
quota  of  the  expenses  of  this  fruitless  armament,  the  colonies 
of  Connecticut,  New  York,  and  New  Jersey,  issued  for  the 
first  time,  those  ill-omened  symbols — bills  of  credit. 

In  less  than  a  twelvemonth.  New  England,  engaged — upon 
further  promises  of  co-operation  from  the  mother  country, 
which  were  not  fulfilled — in  an  expedition  against  Port  Royal; 
and  with  several  regiments  of  her  own,  supported  by  a  few 
English  frigates,  forced  that  place  to  surrender.    In  the  year 


*  History  of  New  York,  Fart  iv. 
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1710,  the  governments  of  New  England,  New  York,  the  Jer-  SECT.iv. 
seys,  and  Pennsylvania,  suddenly  received  orders  from  the  v^^-v-^x 
British  sovereign,  to  hold  in  readiness  their  contingents  of 
men  for  an  enterprise  against  Canada,  in  which  a  powerful 
fleet,  to  be  expected  in  a  few  days  after  on  the  American 
coast,  was  to  take  the  lead.  The  fleet  arrived  in  little  more 
than  a  fortnight,  bringing  requisitions  for  troops  and  provi- 
sions, which  it  seemed  impossible  to  satisfy  on  so  short  a  no- 
tice. A  congress  of  the  colonial  governors  assembled  at  New 
London,  and  took  such  measures  as  to  raise  and  fully  equip,  a 
considerable  force  in  a  few  weeks.  Infinite  distress  arose  out 
of  so  sudden  and  large  a  demand  for  money  and  provisions ; 
and  a  suspicion  prevailed,  that  the  tory  ministry  of  queen  Anne 
designed,  by  this  hurried  proceeding,  to  defeat,  themselves, 
the  proposed  end  of  the  expedition,  and  to  make  New  Eng- 
land responsible  for  the  miscarriage. 

The  expedition  did,  in  fact,  fail  most  miserably,  by  the 
stranding  of  the  British  vessels  in  the  river  St.  Lawrence ; 
and  the  whole  blame  was  cast  upon  the  colonies,  as  they  had 
foreboded.  The  English  admiral  attributed  the  loss  of  his 
ships  to  the  advice  of  the  New  England  pilots,  and  the  French 
historian,  Charlevoix,  an  impartial  arbiter  in  this  case,  charges 
it  upon  "  the  distrust  and  obstinacy  of  the  English  admiral." 
The  pilots  made  oath  that  they  gave  no  such  advice  as  was 
imputed  to  them,  and  that  their  opinion  was  neither  followed 
nor  regarded,  the  English  officers  having  "  a  mean  idea  of 
their  capacity."  The  general  assembly  of  Massachusetts  chal- 
lenged a  formal  inquiry  into  the  affair,  and  sent  three  of  the 
pilots  to  England  to  be  interrogated,  who  waited  many  months; 
but  no  questions  were  asked,  nor  elucidations  sought  by  the 
British  court.^ 

At  the  same  time  not  the  least  credit  was  openly  given  to 
the  colonies  for  their  prodigious  exertions  and  severe  losses. 
"  What,"  says  one  of  the  historians,  "  would  be  thought  ex- 
traordinary in  any  state  of  Europe,  one-fifth  part  of  the  whole 
inhabitants  of  Massachusetts,  capable  of  bearing  arms,  were 
in  pay  that  summer,  not  vagrants^  swept,  as  in  England,  from 
the  streets  and  brothels,  but  heads  of  families,  artificers,  and 
robust  young  men,  whose  labour  was  inestimable  to  new  set- 
tlements." We  have,  on  the  subject  of  this  oppressive  business, 
the  testimony  of  Dummer  to  this  effect.f  "  Notwithstanding 
some  people  found  it  necessary  to  blame  New  England,  the 
better  to  excuse  themselves,  yet  it  has  been  acknowledged  to 


*  HutchinsoDi  vo  .ii.  p.  175. 
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P4jKT  I.  me  by  English  gentlemen  who  were  then  on  the  spot,  and  well 
V^'v-^'  experienced  in  these  aflfairs,  that  such  a  fleet  and  army,  want- 
^  ing  the  necessaries  they  did,  could  not  have  been  despatched 

in  so  short  a  warning  from  any  port  of  England.  It  is  really 
astonishing,  to  consider,  that  these  little  governments  of  New 
England  should  be  able,  by  their  own  strength,  to  perform 
such  great  things  in  the  military  way." 

.  These  little  governments  were  not,  moreover,  prodigal  of 
men  and  money,  merely  in  the  struggles  at  their  door,  or  for 
their  own  seeming  interests.  When,  in  1703,  Jamaica,  under 
the  apprehension  of  an  invasion,  solicited  help  from  Massa- 
chusetts, that  province  sent  to  the  island,  several  companies  of 
foot,  of  which  but  few  individuals  ever  returned  to  their  native 
country.  When,  in  the  year  1705,  Nevis  was  sacked  by  Ib- 
berville,  New  England  spontaneously  contributed  a  large  sum 
of  money,  together  with  building  materials,  &c.  for  the  relief 
of  the  sufferers,  and  never  claimed  nor  received  retribution. 
The  British  court  not  only  left  to  the  northern  colonies,  the 
care  and  expense  of  their  own  defence  against  the  French  and 
Indians,  and  of  the  protection  and  advancement  of  the  gene- 
ral interests  of  the  empire  in  North  America,  but  drew  upon 
their  resources  for  the  execution  of  its  plans  of  aggrandize- 
ment in  the  West  Indies.  In  1741,  three  thousand  six  hun- 
dred men  were  assessed  and  levied  upon  them,  in  aid  of  the 
expedition  of  that  year  against  the  Island  of  Cuba ;  and  they 
were  at  the  whole  charge  of  bounty,  provisions  and  trans- 
ports for  their  respective  quotas.  Massachusetts  contributed 
five  hundred  men,  of  whom  the  equipment  and  transportation 
cost  her  ^7000.  It  is  calculated  by  Hutchinson,  that,  from 
the  year  1675,  to  1713  the  epoch  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  five 
or  six  thousand  of  the  youth  of  Massachusetts  and  New  Hamp- 
shire— the  provinces  most  exposed — perished  either  by  the 
hand  of  the  enemy,  or  by  distempers  contracted  in  the  mili- 
tary service.  This  judicious  author  is  of  opinion,  that  the 
people  of  New  England  bore,  during  the  same  interval,  "  such 
an  annual  burden,  as  was  not  felt  by  any  other  subjects  of 
Great  Britain."* 

3.  WTiile  the  northern  colonies  were  putting  forth  these  ex- 
traordinary energies,  and  undergoing  so  severe  a  probation,  the 
middle  and  southern  prosecuted  their  arduous  defence,  against 
enemies  of  an  equally  fierce  and  restless  spirit ;  and  were  ex- 
posed to  an  additional  scourge,  which  could  be  also  traced,  in 


*  Vol.  ii.  H.  of  M.  p.  183. 
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part  to  the  cupidity  of  the  mother  country.  The  conspiracy  of  SECT, 
the  Indian  tribes  of  North  Carolina,  in  1712,  for  the  extermi-  ^^*v-" 
nation  of  the  whites,  is  marked  by  the  massacre  of  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven  settlers  about  Roanoke  alone.  The 
valour  and  conduct  of  the  militia  of  the  two  Carolinas,  gave, 
on  this  occasion,  a  final  blow  to  the  power  of  the  Tuscaroras, 
one  of  the  most  considerable  Indian  nations  of  that  quarter. 
Only  three  years  from  this  signal  exploit,  South  Carolina  was 
the  theatre  of  a  similar  conspiracy,  and  had  to  wrestle,  near 
her  capital,  with  a  still  more  formidable  tribe,  the  Yamassees. 
With  no  more  than  twelve  hundred  men  on  the  muster  roll, 
fit  to  bear  arms,  she  expelled  the  multitude  of  these  ferocious 
barbarians  from  her  soil,  having  vanquished  them  in  a  gene- 
ral battle  of  a  most  obstinate  and  sanguinary  character.  Four 
hundred  of  her  white  inhabitants  fell  in  the  war.  There  is  an 
incident  in  its  train,  which  I  shall  not  do  amiss  to  mention. 

The  Assembly  of  Carolina,"  says  an  English  historian,* 
"  passed  two  acts,  to  appropriate  the  lands,  gained  by  con- 
quest from  the  Yamassees,  for  the  use  of  such  British  sub- 
jects as  should  come  over  and  settle  upon  them.  On  this 
encouragement,  five  hundred  men  from  Ireland  transported 
themselves  to  Carolina;  but  not  long  after,  in  breach  of  the 
provincial  faith,  and  to  the  entire  ruin  of  the  Irish  emigrants, 
the  proprietors  ordered  the  Indian  lands  to  be  surveyed  for 
their  own  use,  and  run  out  into  large  baronies.  The  old  settlers 
thus  losing  the  protection  of  the  new  comers,  deserted  their 
plantations,  and  again  left  the  frontiers  open  to  the  enemy. 
Many  of  the  unfortunate  Irish  emigrants,  reduced  to  misery, 
perished,  and  the  remainder  removed  to  the  northern  colonies." 

The  number  of  warriors  of  the  four  principal  Indian  na- 
tions— the  Cherokees,  Choctaws,  Creeks,  and  Chickasaws — 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Georgia  and  Carolina,  are  com- 
puted to  have  been,  as  late  as  in  1733,  upwards  of  four- 
teen thousand,  not  less  redoubtable  by  their  numerical  supe- 
riority, than  their  daring  and  martial  spirit.  The  campaigns 
which  were  made  against  them  at  subsequent  periods,  exhi- 
bit for  their  duration — like  the  Indian  wars  of  the  northern 
and  middle  provinces — danger  as  appalling,  and  suffering  as 
intense,  encountered  with  as  much  resolution,  and  sustained 
with  as  much  fortitude, — as  many  obstacles  overcome  with  as 
much  perseverance, — as  are  commemorated  in  the  military 
annals  of  any  people. 


*  Hewatt's  Historical  Account  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  London  p. 
228. 
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PART  I,  Carolina  had,  at  the  same  time,  not  only  to  shake  off  an 
^•^'v-^r'  oppressive  government,  and  extirpate  a  host  of  savages,  but  to 
protect  herself  from  a  body  of  negro  slaves,  greatly  outnum- 
bering their  masters,  and  ripe  for  revolt  and  carnage.  She 
detected,  in  1 730,  a  domestic  plot,  which  looked  to  the  mas- 
sacre of  all  the  whites,  and  in  1738,  found  herself  engaged  in 
a  servile  war,  which  was  brought  to  a  speedy  issue  indeed,  but 
not  without  great  slaughter.  The  negroes  were  excited,  on 
this  occasion,  by  the  Spaniards,  who  held  out  to  them  the  pros- 
pect of  liberty,  and  received  the  runaways  into  the  military 
service  of  Spain, — the  precise  model  of  the  conduct  of  Great 
Britain  towards  the  same  colony,  during  our  revolutionary  war. 
Besides  the  mutual  invasions  between  the  Spaniards  of  Flo- 
rida and  the  Carolinians,  which  I  have  already  mentioned, 
others  of  a  later  date  might  be  cited,  in  which  the  blood  and 
treasure  of  the  latter  were  profusely  expended.  Georgia  was 
planted  in  1733.  Already  in  1740,  this  last  bom  among  the 
colonies,  sent  forth  an  armament  against  St.  Augustine,  and 
two  years  after,  repelled  an  invasion  of  the  Spaniards,  who 
made  their  attack  with  a  force  of  thirty-two  sail,  and  three 
or  four  thousand  picked  men. 

From  the  establishment  of  the  French  on  the  Ohio,  in  the 
middle  of  the  eighteenth  century,  Virginia,  Maryland,  and 
Pennsylvania  were  cruelly  infested  with  Indian  hostilities,  and 
their  sufferings  may  be  regarded  as  due  to  the  corruption  or 
sluggishness  of  the  British  rulers.  The  plan  early  formed  by 
France,  of  uniting  her  colonies  of  Canada  and  Louisiana,  by 
a  chain  of  forts  from  the  St.  Lawrence  to  the  Mississippi,  did 
not  escape  the  sagacity,  as  it  was  well  fitted  to  rouse  the  fears, 
of  the  colonists.  They  long  laboured  in  vain  to  obtain  the 
co-operation  of  the  British  court,  in  anticipating  the  French 
plan,  and  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  British  statesmen  to  the 
dangers  of  its  execution.*  We  have  seen  in  the  extracts 
which  I  have  made  from  the  reports  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
and  Plantations,  the  motive  which  was  indulged  in  England, 
for  discouraging  anglo- American  settlements  beyond  the  moun- 
tains.   The  authors  of  the  Universal  History  acknowledge 


*  Even  before  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century,  the  British  govern- 
ment had  been  admonished  of  this  evil  by  Dr.  Davenant,  in  the  following 
passage  of  his  Discourse  on  the  Protection  and  Care  of  Trade :  "  Should  the 
French  settle  at  the  disembogueing  of  the  river  Meschasipe,  in  the  Gulph 
of  Mexico,  they  would  not  be  long  before  they  made  themselves  masters  of 
that  rich  province,  which  would  be  an  addition  to  their  strength  very  terri- 
ble to  Euorpe.  But  this  would  more  particularly  concern  England;  for,  by 
the  opportunity  of  that  settlement,  by  erecting  forts  along  the  several  lakes  be- 
t-ween  that  nver  and  Canada^  they  may  intercept  all  the  trade  of  our  north- 
ern plantations.*' 
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it  as  "  certain  that  from  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  to  the  middle  SECT.  IV. 
of  the  century,  the  government  of  England  was  lulled  into  a 
most  fatal  security,  whilst  that  of  France  was  making  wide 
strides  towards  a  total  acquisition  of  North  America,  by  cut- 
ting off  the  English  colonies  from  the  back  country."  The 
same  writers  teach  us,  however,  in  a  passage  which  I  am  about 
to  quote,  that  it  was  to  something  more  than  supineness  in  the 
British  councils,  that  New  York  particularly,  owed  some  of 
her  worst  distresses. 

"  Spotswood,  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Virginia,  about 
the  year  1716,  a  man  of  sense  and  spirit,  finding  the  Outaouais, 
now  called  the  Twightees,  extremely  well  afFectioned  towards 
the  English^  proposed  to  purchase  some  of  their  lands  upon 
the  river  Ohio,  and  erect  a  company  for  opening  a  trade  to 
the  southward,  westward,  and  northward  of  the  river  with  the 
sav^ages.  This  was  at  once  a  rational  and  practicable  scheme, 
but  the  execution  of  it  depended  entirely  upon  the  favourable 
dispositions  of  the  natives  for  the  English,  which  might  have 
been  secured,  by  the  punctual  payment  of  the  purchase  mo- 
ney or  effects.  This  noble  project  clashed  with  the  views  of 
the  French,  who  had  by  this  time,  formed  their  great  schemes 
upon  the  Mississippi,  and  the  ministry  of  king  George  I,  as 
we  have  already  hinted,  having  reasons  for  keeping  well  with 
that  court ^  the  project  was  not  only  dropped,  hut  the  French 
■were  encouraged  to  build  the  fort  of  Crown  Pointy  upon  the 
territory  of  New  Tork.^^^ 

4.  For  Europe,  the  achievements  of  which  I  have  spoken, 
however  noble,  and  in  themselves  worthy  of  renown,  were,  in 
a  great  degree,  obscure  and  insignificant;  and  England  might 
even  yet  cheat  herself  into  the  belief,  that  the  Provincials 
were  as  humble  in  their  military,  as  she  represented  them 
to  be  in  their  political  and  literary  capacities.  But,  an  event 
happened  in  1746,  after  which,  this  delusion  could  not  conti- 
nue, without  taking  the  character  of  infatuation  ;  nor  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe  fail  to  be  struck,  with  the  singular  prowess  of 
the  transatlantic  people,  and  to  feel  the  decisive  weight  which, 
although  of  a  new  creation  as  it  were,  they  already  threw  into 
the  scale  of  Great   Britain.    It  will   be  at  once  under- 


*  *'  Spotswood,"  says  Burk,  in  his  History  of  Vir^nia,  vol.  iii.  ch.  ii, 
"  gave  offence  to  the  British  ministry,  by  urging"  with  too  much  boldness, 
the  necessity  of  establishing  a  chain  of  forts  for  the  protection  of  the  coun- 
try between  the  Apalachian  mountains  and  the  Mississippi."  This  able  go- 
vernor was  dismissed,  for  urging  at  the  same  time,  the  propriety  of  a  claim 
for  compensation,  which  was  preferred  by  some  of  the  provincials,  who  had 
accompanied  him  on  an  exploring  party  beyond  the  mountains. 
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PART  I.  stood,  that  I  allude  to  the  capture  of  the  celebrated  fortress  of 
^-^-v-w  Louisbourg,  next  to  Quebec,  the  strong  hold  of  the  French  in 
the  western  hemisphere — the  key  to  Nova  Scotia — the  spring 
of  every  evil  to  the  British  fisheries  and  trade, — and  from 
the  influence  of  its  position,  and  the  extent  and  immense 
expense  of  its  works,  which  were  thought  impregnable,  com- 
monly styled  the  Dunkirk  of  America.  At  a  moment  when 
France  was  without  a  fear  for  its  safety,  and  England  had 
not  even  raised  her  hopes  to  its  conquest,  the  project  of  re- 
ducing it  was  conceived  in  Massachusetts,  and  adopted,  with 
correspondent  boldness,  by  the  other  provinces  of  New  Eng- 
land. A  body  of  near  five  thousand  men  was  immediately 
raised,  and  a  fleet  equipped  for  the  purpose, — all  without  the 
concurrence,  or  even  countenance,  of  the  mother  country : 
An  expedition,  composed  of  the  greater  part  of  the  naval 
means  of  the  projectors,  and  of  a  body  of  freeholders,  thriving 
7  artificers,  and  sons  of  wealthy  farmers,  led  by  a  New  England 
merchant,  had  actually  been  despatched,  before  any  British 
vessels  arrived  to  join  in  the  attempt.  I  need  not  repeat  the 
details  of  its  wonderful  success,  so  well  known  to  every  reader 
of  modern  history ;  but  I  ought  to  state  the  opinions  pronounced 
by  some  of  the  English  annalists,  concerning  the  general  con- 
duct of  the  Provincials  on  the  occasion,  and  the  importance  of 
the  exploit.  The  design  pleads  for  itself  too  strongly  to  re- 
quire certificates,  and  the  merit  of  it  was  never  claimed  by 
Great  Britain. 

"  The  New  England  troops,"  says  an  English  authority  re- 
ceived as  the  highest,  at  the  time,*  "  within  the  compass  of 
twenty-three  days  from  the  time  of  their  first  landing,  erected 
five  fascine  batteries  against  the  town,  mounted  with  cannon  of 
forty-two,  twenty-two,  and  eighteen  pounds  shot,  mortars  of 
thirteen,  eleven,  and  nine  inches  diameter,  with  some  cohorns ; 
all  which  were  transported  by  land^  with  incredible  labour 
and  difficulty ;  most  of  them  above  two  miles :  all  the  ground 
over  which  they  were  drawn,  except  small  patches  or  hills  of 
rocks,  was  a  deep  morass^  in  which,  while  the  cannon  were 
upon  wheels,  they  several  times  sunk  so  deep,  as  not  only  to 
bury  the  carriages,  but  their  whole  bodies.  Horses  and  oxen 
could  not  be  employed  in  this  service,  but  all  must  be  drawn 
by  men,  up  to  the  knees  in  mud ;  the  nights  in  which  the  work 
was  done,  were  cold  and  foggy,  their  tents  bad,  there  being 
no  proper  materials  for  tents  to  be  had  in  New  England  at  the 
outset  of  the  expedition.    But  notwithstanding  these  difficul- 


*  Memoirs  of  the  Last  War  in  America- 
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ffcs,  and  many  of  the  men  being  taken  down  with  fluxes,  so  SECT.  rv. 
that  at  one  time  there  were  fifteen  hundred  incapable  of  duty,  >^*v-^' 
they  went  on  without  being  discouraged  or  murmuring,  and 
transported  the  cannon  over  those  ways,  which  the  French  had 
always  thought  impassable  for  such  heavy  weights ;  and  besides 
this,  they  had  all  their  provisions  and  heavy  ammunition, 
which  they  daily  made  ude  of,  to  bring  from  the  camp  over 
the  same  way  upon  their  backs." 

"  The  people  of  New  England,"  says  Tindal,  the  conti- 
nuator  of  Rapin,=^  "  behaved  on  this  occasion  with  great  spi- 
rit.  Three  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  volunteers,  all 
of  them  well  affected  to  the  expedition,  assembled  and  em- 
barked at  Boston,  Though  neither  the  militia  nor  their  com- 
manders had  ever  seen  any  military  service,  they  proceeded 
-with  all  the  regularity  and  intrepidity  of  veterans.  The  grand 
approaches  to  the  body  of  the  place  were  to  be  carried  on  from  ' 
the  southern  side.  Here  the  service  was  extremely  laborious; 
the  guns  for  mounting  the  batteries  being  dragged  through 
bogs  and  incumbered  places  by  the  landsmen,  for  above  two 
miles.  They  succeeded,  however,  to  admiration,  and  by  as- 
sistance of  the  officers  and  engineers  of  the  marines,  and  some 
lent  them  by  the  commodore^  they  mounted  a  large  train  of  ar- 
tillery on  an  eminence  called  the  Green  Hill,  about  three  quar- 
ters of  a  mile  from  the  place.  The  garrison  having  made  a 
resolute  defence,  and  a  general  assault  being  expected,  surren- 
dered on  the  13th  of  June." 

"  It  is  sufficient  to  state,"  observe  the  authors  of  the  Uni- 
versal History,  "  that,  the  colony  of  New  England  gave  peace 
to  Europe^  by  raising,  arming,  and  transporting,  four  thou- 
sand men,  who  took  Louisbourg,  which  proved  an  equivalent^ 
at  the  peace  of  AixAa-Chapelle^  for  all  the  successes  of  the 
French  upon  the  continent  of  Europe,  In  the  late  war  with 
France,  which  was  concluded  in  the  year  1 762,  they  exerted 
the  same  glorious  spirit  against  the  common  enemy,  and 
greatly  contributed  to  that  extension  of  territory  in  North 
America,"  &c. 

The  following  is  the  testimony  of  Smollet,f  accompanied 
by  some  remarks  which  I  am  not  sorry  to  produce  at  the  same 
time.  "  The  most  important  achievement  of  the  war  of  1 744, 
was  the  conquest  of  Louisbourg.  The  natives  of  New  Eng- 
land acquired  great  glory  for  the  success  of  this  enterprise. 
Britain,  which  had  in  some  instances,  behaved  like  a  step- 
mother to  her  colonies,  was  now  convinced  of  their  impor- 
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PART  I.  tance,  and  treated  those  as  brethren  whom  she  had  too  long  coti- 
"^^"v-w  sidered  as  aliens  and  rivals.  Circumstanced  as  the  nation  is, 
the  legislature  cannot  too  tenderly  cherish  the  interests  of  the 
British  plantations  in  America.  They  are  inhabited  by  a  brav  e, 
hardy,  industrious  people,  animated  with  an  active  spirit  of 
commerce,  and  inspired  with  a  noble  zeal  for  liberty  and  inde- 
pendence." This  historian,  in  the  same  breath  in  which  these 
fine  sentiments  are  uttered,  does  not  hesitate  to  assert,  that 
"  the  reduction  of  Louisbourg  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  vigi- 
lance and  activity  of  Mr.  Warren,  a  British  commodore,  and 
that  the  operations  of  the  siege,  were  wholly  conducted,  by  the 
engineers  and  officers  who  commanded  the  British  marines  !" 
No  effort,  in  fact,  was  spared  in  England,  to  perpetuate  the 
afjair  under  this  aspect.  The  agent  deputed  by  the  govern- 
ment of  PVIassachusetts  to  solicit  reimbursement  for  the  ex- 
penses of  the  expedition,  wrote  thus  from  London  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  general  court  of  that  province:  "  Upon  my  arrival 
in  England,  the  first  newspaper  I  met  with  on  the  road  con- 
tained an  address  to  his  majesty,  from  a  seaport  which  trades 
to  Boston;  wherein  they  congratulated  his  majesty  on  the 
success  of  his  navy,  in  taking  Cape  Breton,  without  making  the 
least  mention  of  the  land  forces  employed  on  that  occasion. 
When  I  came  to  London,  I  there  found  the  effects  of  the  arts 
used  to  have  the  conquest  deemed  a  naval  acquisition,  as  it 
was  afterwards  in  the  most  public  manner,  declared  to  be  by  a 
noble  lord  then  in  the  ministry.  I  determined  to  attempt  to 
establish  the  credit  of  the  New  England  forces,  and  for  that 
end  drew  up  a  petition  to  the  secretary  of  state,  praying  that 
the  account  of  their  behaviour,  taken  on  the  spot  by  the  gover- 
nor, and  transmitted  to  the  secretary  of  state,  might  be  pub- 
lished by  authority; — after  several  months  solicitation,  this  was 
promised  me ;  but  I  soon  afterwards  received  such  treatment 
as  v/as  in  effect  openly  declaring,  that  it  was  determined  not  to 
comply  with  that  promise; — before  I  could  prevail,  I  was 
forced  into  a  sharper  contest  than  I  should  ever  choose  to  be 
again  cor?cemed  in."* 

Nay,  Mr.  Warren  himself  deposed  on  oath,  in  the  High 
Court  of  Admiralty,  seventeen  months  after  the  event,  "  that, 
with  the  assistance  of  his  majesty's  ships,  &c.  he,  the  depo- 
nent, did  subdue  the  whole  island  of  Cape  Breton  :"f — And 
we  shall,  by  and  by,  find,  upon  the  testimony  of  one  of  the 


"*  Letter  of  Mr.  Bollan,  of  April  23,  1752,  preserved  in  the  first  volume 
of  the  Collections  of  the  Mass.  His.  Society, 
t  Registry  of  the  High  Court  of  Admu^lty  of  England,  Sept.  29, 17i7. 
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ministry,  that  at  the  British  court,  he,  the  same  deponent,  SECT.  IV. 
represented  the  Provincials,  as  having  displayed  on  the  occa-  '^^-v-w 
sion,  arrant  and  ludicrous  cowardice !  To  make  the  true  spirit 
and  value  of  these  allegations  better  understood,  I  am  tempted 
to  transcribe  a  few  passages  from  Hutchinson,  whose  impar- 
tiality, as  far  as  New  England  is  concerned,  will  hardly  be 
questioned,  and  who  wrote  from  personal  knowledge. 

"  The  23  d  March,  1745,  an  express-boat,  sent  to  commo- 
dore Warren,  in  the  West  Indies,  to  request  his  co-operation 
in  the  attempt  upon  Louisbourg,  returned  to  Boston.  As  this 
was  a  Provincial  expedition,  without  orders  from  England, 
and  as  his  small  squadron  had  been  weakened  by  the  loss  of 
the  Weymouth,  Mr.  Warren  excused  himself  from  any  con- 
cern in  the  affair.  This  answer  necessarily  struck  a  damp 
into  the  governor,  and  the  other  persons  who  were  made 
acquainted  with  it  before  the  Provincial  fleet  sailed.  On  the 
23d  April,  however,  the  commodore  arrived.  It  seems  that 
in  two  or  three  days  after  the  express  sailed  from  the  West 
Indies  for  Boston,  the  Hind  sloop  brought  orders  to  Mr.  War- 
ren to  repair  to  Boston,  with  what  ships  could  be  spared,  and 
to  concert  measures  with  Mr.  Shirely  for  his  majesty's  general 
service  in  North  America.  Whether  the  land  or  sea  force 
had  the  greatest  share  in  the  acquisition  may  be  judged  from 
the  relation  of  facts.  The  army,  with  infinite  labour  and 
fatigue  to  themselves,  harassed  and  distressed  the  enemy,  and 
with  perseverance  a  few  weeks  or  days  longe^,  must  have 
compelled  a  surrender.  It  is  very  doubtful  whether  the  ships 
could  have  lain  long  enough  before  the  walls  to  have  carried 
the  place  by  storm,  or  whether,  notwithstanding  the  appear- 
ance of  a  design  to  do  it,  they  would  have  thought  it  advisable 
to  attempt  it;  it  is  certain  they  prevented  the  arrival  of  the 
Vigilant,  took  away  all  hopes  of  further  supply  and  succour, 
and  it  is  very  probable  the  fears  of  a  storm  might  accelerate 
the  capitulation." 

"  The  commodore  was  willing  to  carry  away  a  full  share  of 
the  glory  of  this  action.  It  was  made  a  question  whether  the 
keys  of  the  town  should  be  delivered  to  him  or  to  the  general, 
and  whether  the  sea  or  land  forces  should  first  enter.  The 
officers  of  the  army  say  they  prevailed." 

"  As  it  was  a  time  of  year  to  expect  French  vessels  from 
all  parts  to  Louisbourg,  the  French  flag  was  kept  flying,  to 
decoy  them  in.  Tavo  East  India,  and  one  South  Sea  ship, 
supposed  to  be  altogether  of  the  value  of  ^600,000  sterling, 
were  taken  by  the  squadron  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  into 
which  they  would  undoubtedly  have  entered." 
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Part  I.  "  With  great  cblour  the  army  might  have  claimed  a  share 
s^*-^'  with  the  men-of-war  in  these  rich  prizes.  Some  of  the  officers 
expected  a  claim  would  have  been  laid  in,  but  means  were 
found  to  divert  it^  nor  was  any  part  decreed  to  the  vessels  of 
zvar  in  the  Province  service,  except  a  small  sum  to  the  brig 
Boston  Packet,  Captain  Fletcher,  who  being  chased  by  the 
South  Sea  ship,  led  her  directly  under  the  command  of  the 
guns  of  one  of  the  men-of-war."* 

I  would  add  to  these  facts,  that  reimbursement  was  obtain- 
ed from  Parliament  after  seven  years  of  urgent  solicitation. 
The  picture  of  sordidness  and  chicane,  which  is  presented  by 
the  Massachusetts  agent,  in  his  account  of  the  cavils  and  delays 
interposed  to  defeat  his  errand,  is  as  curious  as  it  is  disgusting, 
when  referred  to  the  administration  of  so  great  an  empire. 
"  The  government  of  Massachusetts,"  says  the  author  whom 
I  have  last  quoted,  was  still,  in  1747,  soliciting  for  the  re- 
imbursement of  the  charge  in  taking  Cape  Breton,  and  by  the 
address,  assiduity,  and  fidelity  of  William  Bollan,  esquire,  who 
was  one  of  the  agents  of  the  province  for  that  purpose,  there 
was  a  hopeful  prospect  that  the  full  sum,  about  ^180,000  ster- 
ling, would  be  obtained." 

"  So7ne  of  the  ministry  thought  it  sujficient  to  grant  such  sum 
as  would  redeem  the  bills  issued  for  the  expedition,  &c.  at 
their  depreciated  value,  and  Mr.  Kilby,  the  other  agent, 
seemed  to  despair  of  obtaining  more ;  but  Mr.  Bollan,  who 
had  an  intimate  knowledge  of  our  public  affairs,  set  the  injustice 
of  this  proposal  in  a  clear  light,  and  made  it  evident,  that  the 
depreciation  of  the  bills  was  as  effectually  a  charge  borne  by 
the  people,  as  if  the  same  proportion  of  bills  had  been  drawn  in 
by  taxes,  and  reused  all  proposals  of  accommodating,  insisting 
upon  the  full  value  of  the  bills  when  issued."! 

This  haggling  with  the  colonial  agents,  where  so  signal  a 
service  was  in  question, — one  which  purchased  an  indispensa- 
ble peace  for  Great  Britain — betrays  a  spirit  which  none  can 
be  at  a  loss  to  understand,  especially  when  it  is  recollected, 
what  immense  sums  were  lavished  by  her  in  support  of 
the  continental  nations.  "  If  a  continent  must  be  supplied," 
was  the  language  of  the  addresses  to  the  king,  from  some  parts 
of  England,  "  if  our  spoils  must  be  shared,  let  America 
partake,  rather  than  ungrateful  Germany,  the  sepulchre  of 
British  interest."  America  did  not,  however,  partake,  as  we 
have  seen,  until  a  much  later  period,  and  then  partook  in  a 
very  different  degree  and  form.    She  received  scarcely  a 
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soldier  for  her  defence,  and  had  her  pittance  of  retribution  SECT.  IV. 
doled  out  to  her  with  huckstering  parsimony  ;  while  Hanover  v^^-v-^^ 
was  defended  with  a  profusion  of  blood  and  treasure,  which, 
as  the  historians  truly  remark,  astonished  all  Europe.  The 
immense  subsidy  even  preceded  the  effort  of  the  fickle  ally  in 
Germany : — The  slender  reimbursement  followed  haltingly, 
the  invaluable  service  of  the  loyal  subject  in  America.  France 
stood  forth  herself,  and  undertook  the  whole  defence  of  her 
American  possessions :  Great  Britain  left  the  part  of  principals 
to  hers,  acting  merely  as  their  occasional,  and  always  reluc- 
tant auxiliary. 

By  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  of  1748,  the  conquest  so 
hardly  earned,  and  so  dearly  prized  by  the  provincials,  was 
surrendered  to  France,  as  an  equivalent — the  only  one  which 
Great  Britain  had  to  offer, — for  the  towns  in  Flanders  taken 
by  thv;  French  from  her  German  ally.^  And  the  achievement 
of  the  colonies  proved  not  merely  sterile  for  their  interests,  as 
it  was  rendered  by  this  issue,  but  the  cause  of  a  vital  danger, 
and  fearful  anxiety  during  many  weeks  ;  for,  the  French  court, 
roused  by  the  loss  of  Louisbourg,  directed  against  their  coast, 
the  most  powerful  armament  which  had  ever  been  sent  into 
the  North  American  seas  ;  and  which,  only  an  unparalleled 
train  of  disastrous  casualties,  prevented  from  committing  ex- 
tensive mischief.  The  activity  and  resolution  of  New  Eng- 
land, in  preparing  the  means  of  defence,  on  this  occasion,  cor- 
responded with  her  previous  career. 

Immediately  before  this  invasion  was  announced,  eight 
thousand  two  hundred  men  had  been  voted  by  the  colonies, 
and  the  greater  part  of  them  raised,  at  the  requisition  of  the 
British  ministry,  for  a  general  invasion  of  Canada,  which  the 
same  ministry  abandoned  the  following  year,  leaving  the  co- 
lonies to  defray  the  expense  of  the  levy.  This  abortive  scheme, 
and  the  Louisbourg  expedition,  involved  them  in  the  greatest 
financial  embarrassments. 

5.  It  was  not  denied  in  England,  that  the  reduction  of  Louis- 
bourg preserved  Nova  Scotia,  and  enabled  the  mother  coun- 
try to  make  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  :  nor  could  it  fail  to 
be  perceived  from  the  affair,  how  materially  the  colonies  might 
contribute  to  give  her  a  final  ascendancy  over  her  great  rival. 
Acknowledgments  and  praise  w^ere  not,  therefore,  altoge- 
ther withheld ;  but  they  were  so  bestowed,  as  to  betray  an 
exasperation  of  those  feelings,  of  which  I  have  particularly 
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PART  I.  treated  in  my  first  section.  Scarcely  two  years  elapsed,  before 
^■^'^^''^-^  the  bill  already  mentioned,  for  enforcing  all  the  king's  instruc- 
tions in  the  colonies,  was  brought  into  Parliament ;  and,  at  the 
distance  of  two  years  more,  the  new  plan  for  "  increasing  their 
dependence"  began  to  bear  fruit,  in  the  prohibition  of  iron  and 
steel  manufactories.  Among  the  jealous  and  unnatural  returns 
for  their  military  efforts  in  the  war  of  1744,  I  may  enumerate 
the  clause  inserted  by  Parliament,  (1754,)  in  the  mutiny  bill, 
subjecting  all  officers  and  soldiers  raised  in  America,  by  the 
authority  of  the  respective  governors  or  governments,  to  the 
same  rules  and  articles  of  war,  and  the  same  penalties  and  pu- 
nishments, as  those  to  which  the  British  forces  were  liable. 
A  generous  opposition  was,  indeed,  made  to  this  measure  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  Some  of  the  objections  which  were 
uttered  in  the  debate  on  the  occasion,  are  worthy,  in  an  histo- 
rical point  of  view,  of  being  brought  to  the  notice  of  my  rea- 
ders. I  transcribe  from  the  Reports,  those  of  Mr.  Robert 
Viner,  and  of  Mr.  Henry  Fox,  the  minister  of  the  day. 

"  Mr.  Robert  Viner  said — Our  regiments,  so  far,  at  least, 
as  relates  to  the  common  soldiers,  are  usually  composed  of  the 
very  lowest  and  most  abandoned  of  our  people ;  but  with  re- 
spect to  the  troops  now  raised,  or  that  may  hereafter  be  raised 
in  America,  the  case  is  very  different ;  many  of  them  may  not, 
perhaps,  be  able  to  support  themselves  in  the  service  of  their 
country,  without  being  paid  by  their  country ;  but  many  of 
them  have  engaged,  and  many  of  them  will,  I  hope,  engage, 
merely  for  the  sake  of  serving  their  country  ;  they  have  senti- 
ments of  religion,  they  have  sentiments  of  honour,  and  by 
such  sentiments  they  may  be  kept  under  proper  discipline, 
without  such  rigorous  punishments  as  are  to  be  inflicted  by 
this  bill,  upon  our  British  mercenary  soldiers." 

"  This,  Sir,  we  may  be  convinced  of,  from  the  whole  tenor 
of  our  American  history.  How  many  wars  have  our  planta- 
tions from  time  to  time  been  engaged  in :  wars  more  cruel, 
and  more  liable  to  ambuscade  and  surprises,  than  any  we 
have  in  Europe,  and  consequently,  such  as  have  always  re- 
quired a  stricter  discipline,  if  possible,  than  is  necessary  in 
this  part  of  the  world ;  and  yet  if  we  look  into  their  militia 
laws,  we  shall  find,  that  they  have  but  very  few  military  crimes, 
and  that  most  of  their  military  punishments  are  only  a  very 
moderate  fine,  or  a  very  moderate  corporal  punishment,  upon 
such  as  cannot  pay  their  fine  ;  nay,  I  do  not  know  that  any  of 
our  plantations  ever  extended  a  military  punishment  to  life  or 
limb ;  and  yet  they  have  hitherto  carried  on,  and  ended  all 
their  wars  with  glory  and  success.    So  powerful,  Sir,  are  the 
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motives  of  virtue,  honour  and  glory,  where  proper  care  is  SECT.  IV. 
taken  to  cultivate  them  in  the  breast  of  the  soldier,  or  rather,  v^^v-^ 
where  care  is  not  taken  to  eradicate  all  such  principles,  by  the 
multitude  and  severity  of  militar)^  punishments." 

"  Mr.  Henry  Fox  said — I  shall  grant  that  their  militia  have 
generally  behaved  pretty  well^  in  all  the  wars  they  have  been 
engaged  in ;  they  have,  indeed,  on  all  occasions,  shown  un- 
daunted courage  ;  as  Englishmen^  I  hope,  always  will." 

The  mutiny  act  proved  so  odious  to  the  colonists,  as  seri- 
ously to  obstruct  the  public  service,  and  to  render  it  necessary 
for  some  of  the  governors  to  give  public  assurances,  that  the 
militia,  when  called  to  march  to  the  western  frontiers,  should 
not  be  subject  to  its  provisions.  It  was  not  the  only  grievance 
of  the  description,  and  by  the  imposition  of  which  the  mother 
country  sacrificed  justice  and  policy,  to  pride,  or  routine.  By 
an  act  of  Parliament,  the  general,  or  field  officers  of  the  colo- 
nial troops,  had  no  rank  with  the  general  and  field  officers 
who  served  by  commission  from  the  king  ,*  and  a  captain  or 
other  inferior  officer  of  the  British  forces,  took  precedence  of 
the  provincial  officers  of  the  like  grade,  though  the  commis- 
sions of  the  latter  were  of  prior  date.  Many  attempts  had 
been  made,  at  an  early  period,  to  put  the  militia  at  the  dispo- 
sal of  the  royal  governors,  but  always  without  success.  The 
failure  of  one  of  these  attempts  in  Connecticut,  in  1693,  was 
attended  with  circumstances  which  deserve  to  be  cherished  in 
our  history.  They  are  thus  related  by  the  historian  Trumbull, 
in  his  homely  though  impressive  way. 

"  Colonel  Benjamin  Fletcher,  governor  of  New  York,  had 
received  a  commission  entirely  inconsistent  with  the  charter 
rights,  and  the  safety  of  the  colonies.  He  was  vested  with 
plenary  powers  of  commanding  the  whole  militia  of  Connec- 
ticut and  the  neighbouring  provinces.  He  insisted  on  the 
command  of  the  militia  of  Connecticut.  As  this  was  ex- 
pressly given  to  the  colony  charter,  the  legislature  would  not 
submit  to  his  requisition." 

"  The  colony  wished  to  serve  his  majesty's  interest,  and,  as 
far  as  possible,  consistently  with  their  chartered  rights,  to 
maintain  a  good  understanding  with  governor  Fletcher.  Wil- 
liam Pitkin,  Esq.  was,  therefore,  sent  to  New  York,  to  treat 
and  make  terms  with  him  respecting  the  militia,  until  his  ma- 
jesty's pleasure  should  be  further  known.  But  no  terms  could 
be  made  with  him  short  of  an  explicit  submission  of  the  mili- 
tia to  his  command." 

"  On  the  26th  of  October  he  came  to  Hartford,  while  the 
assembly  were  sitting,  and,  in  his  majest}^'s  name,  demanded 
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PART  I.  their  submission  of  the  militia  to  his  command,  as  they  would 
'^"^^"■^^  answer  it  to  his  majesty;  and  that  they  would  give  him  a 
speedy  answer  in  one  word,  yes  or  no.  He  subscribed  him- 
self his  majesty's  lieutenant,  and  commander  in  chief  of  the 
militia,  and  of  all  the  forces  by  sea  or  land,  and  of  all  the 
forts  and  places  of  strength  in  the  colony  of  Connecticut.  He 
ordered  the  militia  of  Hartford  under  arms,  that  he  might  beat 
up  for  volunteers.  It  was  judged  expedient  to  call  the  train- 
bands in  Hartford,  together ;  but  the  assembly  insisted,  that 
the  command  of  the  militia  was  expressly  vested  by  charter  in 
the  governor  and  company  ;  and  that  they  could  by  no  means, 
consistently  with  their  just  rights,  and  the  common  safety,  re- 
sign it  into  any  other  hands.  They  insinuated,  that  his  de- 
mands were  an  invasion  of  their  essential  privileges,  and  sub- 
versive of  their  constitution." 

"  Upon  this,  colonel  Bayard,  by  his  excellency's  command, 
sent  a  letter  into  the  assembly,  declaring,  that  his  excellency 
had  no  design  upon  the  civil  rights  of  the  colony;  but  would 
leave  them  in  all  respects  as  he  found  them.  In  the  name  of 
his  excellency,  he  tendered  a  commission  to  governor  Treat, 
empowering  him  to  command  the  militia  of  the  colony.  He 
declared,  that  his  excellency  insisted,  that  they  should  ac- 
knowledge it  an  essential  right,  inherent  in  his  majesty,  to 
command  the  militia ;  and  that  he  was  determined  not  to  set 
his  foot  out  of  the  colony,  until  he  had  seen  his  majesty's  com- 
mission obeyed  :  that  he  would  issue  his  proclamation,  show- 
ing the  means  he  had  taken  to  give  ease  and  satisfaction  to  his 
majesty's  subjects  of  Connecticut,  and  that  he  would  distin- 
guish the  disloyal  from  the  rest." 

"  The  assembly,  nevertheless,  would  not  give  up  the  com- 
mand of  the  militia ;  nor  would  governor  Treat  receive  a  com- 
mission from  colonel  Fletcher." 

"  The  trainbands  of  Hartford  assembled,  and,  as  the  tradition 
is,  while  captain  Wadsworth,  the  senior  officer,  was  walking 
in  front  of  the  companies,  and  exercising  the  soldiers,  colonel 
Fletcher  ordered  his  commission  and  instructions  to  be  read. 
Captain  Wadsworth  instantly  commanded,  "  beat  the  drums," 
and  there  was  such  a  roaring  of  them,  that  nothing  else  could 
be  heard.  Colonel  Fletcher  commanded  silence.  But  no 
sooner  had  Bayard  made  an  attempt  to  read  again,  than 
Wadsworth  cried,  "  Drum,  drum,  I  say."  The  drummers 
understood  their  business,  and  instantly  beat  up  with  all 
the  art  and  life  of  which  they  were  masters.  "  Silence, 
silence,"  said  the  colonel.  No  sooner  was  there  a  pause, 
than  Wadsworth  spoke  with  great  earnestness,  "  Drum, 
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drum,  I  say;"  and  turning  to  his  excellency,  said,  If  I  SECT.  IV. 
am  inteiTupted  again,  I  will  make  the  sun  shine  through  v^^-v-^^^ 
you  in  a  moment."  He  spoke  with  so  much  energy  in  his 
voice,  and  meaning  in  his  countenance,  that  no  further  at- 
tempts were  made  to  read,  or  enlist  men.  Such  numbers  of 
people  collected  together,  and  their  spirits  appeared  so  high, 
that  the  governor  and  his  suite  judged  it  expedient,  soon  to 
leave  the  town  and  return  to  New  York."* 

6.  After  the  colonies  had  completely  acquired  the  Atlantic 
territory,  by  purchase  and  conquest,  without  pecuniary  or  mili- 
tary aid  from  the  government  of  the  mother  country,  peace 
was  the  natural  and  fair  fruit  of  their  exertions ;  and  it  must 
appear,  abstractedly,  a  gross  injustice  and  hardship,  that  they 
should  be  deprived  of  that  inestimable  blessing  by  the  broils 
of  Europe.  The  case  assumes  a  complexion  of  greater 
wrong  and  oppression,  when  we  reflect,  that  the  wars  in  which 
they  were  implicated  against  their  European  neighbours,  arose 
out  of  the  culpable  ignorance  of  the  parent  states,  respecting 
American  geography.  The  limits  of  Nova  Scotia,  and,  in 
general,  the  boundaries  of  the  French  and  English  possessions 
in  America,  were,  with  a  shameful  indifference  to  the  welfare 
of  the  colonists,  left  by  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  unde- 
cided and  indeterminable.  Hence,  even  before  it  suited  the 
convenience  of  the  metropolitan  countries  to  break,  in  Europe, 
through  the  mere  truce  consequent  upon  that  treat}^  their  Ame- 
rican dependencies  had  begun  to  vindicate  by  the  sword  their 
irreconcilable  pretensions  to  territory. 

The  treaty  produced  no  interruption  in  the  encroachments 
of  the  French  of  Canada.  They  pursued  unremittingly  their 
designs  upon  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  western  regions;  and  em- 
ployed force  for  their  purpose,  where  force  was  requisite. 
They  seized  upon  the  disputed  parts  of  Acadia;  fortified  them- 
selves on  the  lakes  and  the  line  of  the  Ohio;  concluded 
alliances  with  the  Indian  tribes  of  those  regions;  plundered 
and  destroyed  the  trading  establishments  of  the  British,  and 
made  hostile  incursions  from  their  forts  into  the  Virginia  li- 
mits; while  the  Engish  colonies,  though  full  of  alarms  at  their 
progress,  and  smarting  under  their  blows,  were  restrained  by 
their  sense  of  subordination  to  the  government  of  the  mother 
countr}%  from  taking,  at  once,  the  measures  of  offence  which 
the  provocation  justified,  and  their  safety  seemed  to  exact. 
"  It  cannot  be  dissembled,"  say  the  authors  of  the  Modem 
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I.  History,  "  that  the  state  of  parties  in  England  at  this  time  was 
unfavourable  to  any  vigorous  steps  against  the  French.  The 
English  Americans  had  not  yet,  in  1753,  ventured  to  attack 
the  French  themselves,  and  this  forbearance  laid  them  under 
inexpressible  advantages*''^ 

Thus  were  the  colonists  prevented,  by  mal-administration 
in  Great  Britain,  from  averting  the  heavy  evils,  they  after- 
wards suffered  from  the  strong  footing  which  the  French,  more 
wisely  and  honestly  directed,  were  enabled  to  secure  on  the 
Ohio.  The  American  governors,  and  particularly  Mr.  Din- 
widdie,  lieutenant  governor  of  Virginia,  tried,  by  "  many  spi- 
rited speeches,  messages,  and  despatches,"!  to  rouse  the  British 
ministry  to  a  sense  of  its  duty  and  of  the  national  interest ; 
until,  finding  their  representations  likely  to  remain  unpro- 
ductive, they  could  hesitate  no  longer  about  exerting  their 
own  strength  to  dislodge  the  enemy.  Dinwiddie  sent  first,  in 
1753,  a  messenger, — one  major  Washington^  as  the  Universal 
History  styles  him, — to  summon  the  French  to  evacuate  their 
posts  on  the  Ohio ;  and  upon  receiving  a  haughty  refusal,  raised 
and  despatched  a  regiment  under  the  command  of  this  now 
transcendent  name,  to  establish  the  British  rights  in  that  quar- 
ter. The  expedition  was  unfortunate,  and  no  better  success, 
for  the  moment,  attended  the  similar  movements  of  the  north- 
ern colonies. 

It  was,  however,  recommended  from  England,  that,  "  the 
British  settlements  should  unite  in  some  scheme  of  common  de- 
fence, in  the  general  and  open  war  which  was  seen  to  be  ine- 
vitable." The  arrangement  proposed  to  them  by  the  mother 
country,  at  that  critical  moment,  when  a  spirit  of  generosity 
would  have  dictated  a  particular  tenderness  for  their  liberties, 
involved  the  sacrifice  of  their  main  political  privilege — exemp- 
tion from  taxation  by  parliament.  I  need  not  relate  how  this 
was  resisted ;  nor  dwell  again  upon  the  well  known  Albany  plan 
of  union;  but  there  is  one  circumstance  in  its  history  which 
ought  not  to  be  pretermitted.  The  leaders  of  the  Provincial  as- 
semblies were  earnestly  of  opinion,  and  declared  without  re- 
serve, that,  if  it  were  adopted,  they  could  undertake  to  de- 
fend themselves  from  the  French^  without  any  assistance  from 
Great  Britain.  They  required  but  to  be  left  to  raise  and  em- 
ploy their  own  supplies,  in  their  own  way,  under  the  auspices 
of  a  governor  appointed  by  the  crown,  to  effect  their  perma- 
nent security,  and  even  predominance  on  this  continent. 
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7.  In  1755,  Massachusetts  levied,  in  the  space  of  two  SECT.  IV. 
months,  at  the  instigation  and  expense  of  the  crown,  a  body  ^-.^^v-^^ 
of  three  thousand  men,  and  by  this  force,  joined  with  a  few 
hundred  regulars  from  Britain,  the  French  were  completely 
expelled  from  Nova  Scotia.  The  British  ministry  determined 
about  the  same  time  on  a  decisive  effort,  by  sending  over  troops 
for  the  destruction  of  all  the  French  posts,  which  had  been  es- 
tablished within  the  immense  tract  to  which  the  British  crown 
laid  claim  in  America.  They  committed  the  enterprise  to  ge- 
neral Braddock,  of  fatal  memory,  who  landed  in  Virginia  early 
in  that  year,  with  two  regiments  of  British  regulars ;  and  in 
the  beginning  of  the  summer,  set  out,  reinforced  by  a  body  of 
Virginia  militia  and  friendly  Indians,  on  his  noted  expedition 
against  Fort  Du  Quesne.  This  officer  had  too  just  a  sense  of 
the  superiority  of  the  European  race  of  men  and  soldiers,  not 
to  despise  the  Provincials,  Accordingly,  he  "  neglected,  diso- 
bliged, and  threw  aside  the  Virginians,  and  treated  the  Indians 
with  the  utmost  contempt."*  "  He  showed,"  says  Entick,f 
such  contempt  towards  the  Provincial  forces,  because  they 
"  could  not  go  through  their  exercise  with  the  same  dexterity  and 
"  regularity  as  a  regiment  of  guards  in  Hyde-Park,^''  "  In  con- 
"  versation  with  general  Braddock  one  day,"  says  Franklin, 
"  (in  his  Memoirs,)  "  he  was  giving  me  some  account  of  his  in- 
"  tended  progress.  *  After  taking  Fort  Du  Quesne,'  said  he, '  I 
"  am  to  proceed  to  Niagara,  and  having  taken  that,  to  Fronte- 
"  nac,  if  the  season  will  allow  time,  and  I  suppose  it  will ;  for 
"  Du  Quesne  can  hardly  detain  me  above  three  or  four  days ; 
"  and  then  I  see  nothing  that  can  obstruct  my  march  to  Niagara.' 
"  Having  before  revolved  in  my  mind  the  long  line  his  army 
"  must  make  in  their  march  by  a  very  narrow  road,  to  be  cut 
"  for  them  through  the  woods  and  bushes ;  and  also  what  I  had 
"  heard  of  a  former  defeat  of  fifteen  hundred  French,  who  in- 
"  vaded  the  Illinois  country,  I  had  conceived  some  doubts  and 
"  some  fears  for  the  event  of  the  campaign.  He  smiled  at  my 
"  ignorance,  and  replied, '  These  savages  may  indeed  be  a  for- 
"  midable  enemy  to  your  raw  A?nerican  militia^  but  upon  the 
"  king^s  regular  disciplined  troops^  Sir,  it  is  impossible  they 
"  should  make  any  impression.'  ":|: 

The  humble  auxiliaries  of  Braddock  pointed  out  the  dan- 
gers to  which  he  was  exposed,  remonstrated  against  the  confi- 
dence of  his  march,  and  in  so  doing,  heightened  his  magnani- 


*  Universal  History,  vol,  xh  p.  203. 
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PART  I.  mous  disdain.  The  horrible  catastrophe  is  still  fresh,  in  verse 
*>^"v-^^  and  prose,  at  almost  eveiy  fireside  in  the  interior  of  our  country. 

Six  hundred  of  his  regulars  either  killed  or  disabled,  by  an 
enemy  not  two-thirds  of  their  number,  and  partly  armed  with 
bows  and  arrows — himself  mortally  wounded — the  middle 
colonies  laid  bare  to  the  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife — their 
frontiers  devastated  and  drenched  in  blood — consternation 
spread  throughout  British  America: — such  were  the  conse- 
quences of  the  national  and  personal  pride  of  the  British  ge- 
neral. The  moral  of  the  affair  is  made  doubly  striking  by  the 
following  accurate  relation  of  the  English  Universal  History: 
"  It  is  remarkable,  that  the  Virginians  and  other  Provincial 
troops  who  were  in  this  action,  and  whom  Braddock,  by  way 
of  contempt,  had  placed  in  the  rear,  far  from  being  affected 
with  the  panic  which  disordered  the  regulars,  offered  to  ad- 
vance against  the  enemy,  till  the  others  could  form  and  bring 
up  the  artiller)' ;  but  the  regulars  could  not  be  brought  again 
to  the  charge,  where,  as  they  said,  they  were  butchered  without 
seeing  the  enemy.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  Provincials  ac- 
tually formed,  and  behaved  so  well,  that  they  brought  off  the 
remaining  regulars ;  and  the  retreat  of  the  whole  was  so  unin- 
termitting,  that  the  fugitives  never  stopped,  till  they  met  the 
rear  division,  which  was  advancing  under  colonel  Dunbar.''^^ 

I  may  add,  from  the  Memoirs  of  Franklin,  who  wrote  as  an 
eye  witness,  a  passage  which  throws  additional  light  on  the  he- 
roic character  of  the  "  king's  regular  disciplined  troops."  "  In 
their  first  march,  from  the  landing  till  they  got  beyond  the 
settlements,  they  had  plundered  and  stripped  the  inhabitants, 
totally  ruining  some  poor  families,  besides  insulting,  abusing, 
and  confining  the  people  if  they  remonstrated.  This  was 
enough  to  put  us  out  of  conceit  of  such  defenders,  if  we  had 
really  xvantedanyy 

It  was  the  lot  of  a  provincial  commander,  with  provincial 
troops,  to  restore,  in  a  few  weeks  after  the  discomfiture  of 
Braddock,  the  honour  of  the  British  name,  and  the  tone  of 
the  public  mind.  The  plan  of  operations  for  the  campaign 
of  1755,  arranged  in  Virginia,  by  a  congress  of  governors, 
embraced  an  attempt  on  the  French  fort  at  Niagara,  to  be 
made  by  the  American  regulars  and  Indians ;  and  an  expedi- 
tion against  Crown-Point,  to  consist  of  militia  from  the  north- 
em  colonies.  In  the  course  of  the  summer,  an  American 
force  of  six  thousand  men  was  collected  for  these  purposes  at 
Albany,  the  appointed  rendezvous,  and  the  command  of  the 
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main  body  devolved  upon  colonel  William  Johnson,  a  mem-  SECT.iv. 
ber  of  the  council  of  New  York.  When  on  his  march  to  Ti-  v^-v^^ 
conderoga,  this  officer  learned  that  a  large  body  of  the  enemy, 
composed  principally  of  French  regulars  under  an  experienced 
commander,  Baron  Dieskau,  had  been  despatched  from  Ca- 
nada, to  intercept  the  design  upon  Crown  Point.  They  met 
on  the  banks  of  Lake  George,  and  Johnson  gained  a  victory 
nearly  as  signal  as  the  defeat  on  the  Monongahela.  Eight 
hundred  of  the  French,  the  flower  of  their  troops,  were  killed 
in  the  action,  and  their  distinguished  leader  fell,  mortally 
wounded,  into  the  hands  of  the  anglo-Americans ;  while  the 
loss  of  the  latter  did  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  eighty  men. 
Dieskau's  plan  in  setting  out  from  Canada  with  his  invincible 
Europeans,  was  to  desolate  the  northern  frontier  settlements, 
and  wrap  Albany  in  flames ; — and  these  were  the  evils  which 
Johnson  averted,  besides  regaining  for  the  English,  the  es- 
teem and  confidence  of  the  Indians,  whom  Braddock's  tra- 
gedy had  alienated.  According  to  the  English  historians,  Dies- 
iau  owed  his  misfortune  to  presumption,  and  an  obstinate 
contempt  for  the  British  provincials. 

Although  great  expenses  were  incurred,  and  numerous 
forces  raised  by  the  colonies,  to  carry  into  effect  the  whole 
plan  of  the  campaign,  little  was  accomplished,  except  the  re- 
pulse of  the  French,  on  this  occasion.  In  accounting  for  the 
unprofitableness  of  the  preparations  of  the  year,  the  Universal 
History  represents  it  as  evident,  that  certain  private  discon- 
tents lurked  in  the  minds  of  the  chief  provincials.  "  What- 
ever they  might  pretend,  they  knew  well  that  Braddock  had  a 
commission,  to  act  as  commander  in  chief  of  all  the  British 
troops  on  the  continent  of  America,  and  that  they  were  only 
to  be  subordinate  to  him."^  The  British  government  gave 
all  the  eclat  to  the  afl'air  of  Lake  George,  of  which  it  was  sus- 
ceptible, with  an  eye  to  their  interests  in  Europe ;  and  we  find 
the  parliament,  in  an  address  to  the  king,  "  thankfully  ac- 
knowledging his  majest)-'s  wisdom  and  goodness,  in  having 
generously  extended  encouragement  to  that  great  body  of  his^ 
majesty's  brave  and  faithful  subjects^  with  which  his  Ameri- 
can provinces  happily  abounded,  to  exert  their  strength  on 
this  important  occasion  of  the  encroachments  of  the  French  in 
America,  as  their  duty,  interest,  and  common  danger  obliged, 
and  strongly  called  upon  them  to  do." 


*  Vol.  xl.  p.  211. 
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PART.  I.  8.  When  open  war  was  at  length  declared,  in  1756,  be- 
v^'^^*^^  tween  England  and  France,  the  British  cabinet  manifested  the 
;  disposition^  to  exert  the  force  of  the  empire,  against  the  French 
power  in  North  America ; — and  "the  English  subjects,"  says 
the  Universal  History,  "  all  over  that  continent,  seeing  their 
mother  country  was  determined  to  support  them  in  earnest, 
made  extraordinary  efforts  to  bring  a  formidable  force  to  the 
field."  It  was,  in  fact,  settled  by  a  council  of  colonial  gover- 
nors, that  twenty-one  thousand  men  should  be  raised  for  spe- 
cific expeditions,  notwithstanding  the  great  addition  which 
the  levies  and  disasters  of  the  preceding  year,  had  made  to  the 
fiscal  difficulties  of  the  colonies.  Their  evil  genius  suggested 
to  the  mother  country  the  appointment  to  the  command  over 
their  forces,  and  the  twelve  thousand  British  regulars  destined 
to  the  same  service,  of  a  man,  in  whose  character  the  leading 
trait  was  indecision.  The  Earl  of  Loudon,  to  whom  their 
fortunes  were  committed,  had  not  only  this  defect,  but  almost 
every  other  kinc^  of  incapacity.  Authority  to  act  was  want- 
ing, until  his  arrival ;  or,  at  least,  was  affected  to  be  thought 
so,  by  general  Abercrombie,  who  commanded  in  the  interval; 
and  "  owing  to  the  unsettled  state  of  the  British  ministry,"* 
he  came  too  late  in  the  year  for  any  enterprise  of  moment.  It 
is  the  opinion  of  the  military  critics,  that  had  he  appeared 
sooner,  and  possessed  the  proper  degree  of  energy,  the  whole 
plan  of  operations  concerted  at  New  York,  which  looked  to 
the  reduction  of  all  the  principal  posts  of  the  French,  might 
have  been  effected.  Thus  another  year  was  lost,  at  an  enor- 
mous expense  to  Great  Britain,  and  with  infinite  mischief  and 
trouble  to  the  colonies. 

Meanwhile,  the  French  exerted  their  accustomed  activity, 
and  gained  the  most  important  advantages.  They  took  Fort 
Ontario,  at  Oswego,  and  made  prisoners  the  garrison  of  sixteen 
hundred  American  regulars. — By  this  event  they  became 
masters  of  the  great  lakes ;  the  northern  frontier  was  nearly 
laid  open,  and  full  scope  afforded  to  the  Indians  to  glut  their 
vengeance  on  the  English  settlers.  With  common  judgment 
and  exertion,  on  the  part  of  the  British  general  Abercrombie, 
whom  I  have  mentioned  above  as  the  commander  in  chief  ad 
interim,  Oswego  might  have  been  preserved.  This  assertion 
is  fully  established  in  a  work  which  his  immediate  predeces- 
sor, governor  Shirley,  published  in  London  in  1758,  in  de- 
fence of  his  own  military  administration  in  America.f    It  is, 


*  Universal  History. 

I  "  The  conduct  of  major  general  Sliirley,  late  general  and  commander  in 
chief  of  his  majesty's  forces  in  North  America,  briefly  stated." 
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in  the  same  volume,  put  beyond  question,  that  the  American  SECT.  IV. 
garrison,  composed  of  the  author's  regiment  and  that  of  Pep-  v.^^y^^' 
perell,  behaved  with  the  utmost  gallantry ;  so  far  that  when 
the  works  of  the  fort  were  no  longer  tenable,  the  officers  had 
considerable  difficulty  in  persuading  the  men  to  lay  down  their 
arms,  and  that,  some  of  the  latter,  according  to  the  testimony 
of  eye  witnesses,  "suffered  themselves  to  be  knocked  on  the 
head  by  the  enemy,  rather  than  submit."  "  Yet,"  says  gover- 
nor Shirley,  "  reports  were  propagated,  and  gained  credit  in 
England,  that  the  American  regiments,  (the  fiftieth  and  fifty- 
first,)  consisted  of  transported  convicts  and  Irish  Roman  Ca- 
tholics^ who  by  their  mutinous  behaviour,  had  contributed  to 
the  loss  of  the  place.  Reports  were  likewise  propagated 
greatly  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  officers  of  both  regiments ; 
but  their  known  characters,  and  the  behaviour  of  several  of 
them,  upon  other  occasions,  in  his  majesty's  service,  as  well  as 
this,  are  sufficient  to  vindicate  their  honour." 

The  principal  of  the  expeditions  planned  for  the  year  1 756 
by  the  provincial  governments,  was  that  against  Crown  Point, 
to  consist  of  a  body  of  ten  thousand  men,  made  up  of  contin- 
gents from  the  colonies  north  of  the  Carolinas.  Seven  thousand 
troops  were  actually  collected  for  the  purpose,  and  the  com- 
mand of  the  expedition  was  assigned  to  major  general  Winslow 
of  Massachusetts.  The  sufficiency  of  this  force  is  asserted  by 
Shirley  as  unquestionable,  from  the  unanimous  opinion  of  a 
council  of  war  held  at  Albany,  at  which  general  Abercrombie 
assisted.  Winslow  was  in  full  readiness,  in  good  time,  to 
proceed  with  his  provincials,  first  against  Ticonderoga ;  and 
it  had  been  settled,  that  the  British  regulars  should  move  up 
to  Forts  Edward  and  William  Henry,  which  the  former  occu- 
pied, and  be  there  prepared  to  sustain  or  assist  them,  as  the 
occasion  might  require.  The  march  of  Winslow  was  delayed 
by  obstacles  ascribable  to  the  improvidence  of  Abercrombie ; 
and  on  the  intelligence  of  the  fall  of  Oswego,  all  offensive  ope- 
rations in  that  quarter  were  countermanded  by  the  Earl  of 
Loudon.  In  the  letter*  which  Winslow  addressed  to  the  Earl 
of  Halifax  in  London,  on  the  subject  of  this  affair,  we  find  the 
following  passage.  "  I  write  that  your  lordship  may  be  in- 
formed of  the  share  the  American  troops  under  my  command 
have  had  in  this  expedition ;  and  although  we  did  not  attempt 
Crown  Point,  which  was  the  thing  principally  aimed  at  by  our 
constituents,  yet  we  were  the  means  of  stopping  the  current 
of  the  French  forces,  after  their  success  in  carrying  Oswego, 


*  Preserved  iuthe  Collections  of  the  Mass.  His.  Soc.  vol.  for  1799. 
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PART  I.  and  thereby  the  saving  of  Albany,  and  a  great  part  of  the  go- 
s^^>ry^  vemment  of  New  York,  as  well  as  the  western  parts  of  New 
England,  which,  by  their  joining  their  forces  at  Carilon,  was 
doubtless  their  intent." 

The  right  of  Massachusetts  to  compensation  for  the  provi- 
sions with  which  she  furnished  the  king's  troops  during  these 
arrangements,  was  admitted  by  the  British  parliament ;  but 
several  years  elapsed  before  any  part  of  the  sum  liquidated 
was  paid.  Minot  relates  a  transaction  of  the  governor  of  Mas- 
sachusetts with  the  general  court  of  that  province,  in  relation 
to  a  levy  of  three  thousand  five  hundred  for  the  Crown  Point 
expedition,  which  exemplifies  strikingly,  the  impression  enter- 
tained by  the  royal  officers  in  America,  of  the  scrupulosity  of 
the  fiscal  conscience  of  the  mother  country,  where  the  north- 
em  colonies  were  concerned.  "  The  governor  agreed  to 
the  terms  of  the  general  court,  and  loaned  the  province  thirty 
thousand  pounds  sterling,  out  of  the  king's  money  in  his  hands, 
taking  for  security  such  grant  as  might  be  made  them  for  their 
extraordinary  services  by  the  king  or  parliament,  and  a  farther 
collateral  mortgage  of  a  tax^  to  be  raised  in  the  two  following 
years.^''^ 

Notwithstanding  that  the  only  brilliant  achievements  dur- 
ing the  war,  had  been  performed  when  the  provincials  singly 
opposed  the  enemy,  or  were  seconded  but  in  a  very  slight 
degree  by  the  British  regulars ;  and  that  the  adventure  of 
Braddock  had  baffled  all  the  domestic  arrangements  for  de- 
fence, it  can  occasion  no  surprise,  that  the  British  commander 
in  chief,  at  the  beginning  of  1757,  formally  laid  to  the  charge 
of  the  colonies,  all  the  calamities  of  the  preceding  year.  He 
established  his  own  infallibility  by  doing  no  more,  the  suc- 
ceeding campaign,  although  the  British  force  in  America  at 
his  disposal  had  been  augmented  to  twenty  thousand  men,  and 
twenty  ships  of  the  line,  than  make  a  demonstration  upon 
Louisbourg.  He  collected  his  troops  at  Halifax;  waited  there 
some  time  for  advices;  then  returned  gallantly  to  New  York 
and — dismissed  the  provincials.  Montcalm,  who  succeeded  ba- 
ron Dieskau  in  the  command  of  the  military  means  of  Canada, 
taking  advantage  of  the  absence  of  the  principal  part  of  the  Bri- 
tish army,  besieged  and  reduced  Fort  William  Henry,  situated 
on  the  southern  coast  of  Lake  George,  so  as  to  command  that 
lake  and  the  western  line.  The  provincial  army  stationed  for  the 
defence  of  this  important  post,  made  a  noble  resistance,  and 
were  admitted  to  an  honourable  capitulation  by  the  French 
commander ;  but  his  Indian  allies,  with  circumstances  which 


*  History  of  Massachusetts,  voL  i.  c.  xii. 
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mark  out  the  case  as  the  pattern  of  the  recent  one  of  the  SECT.  IV. 
river  Raisin, — either  butchered,  or  appropriated  to  themselves  ^^^^^-^ 
as  prisoners,  a  considerable  part  of  the  brave  garrison.  Out 
of  a  New  Hampshire  corps  of  two  hundred,  eighty  were  miss- 
ing. It  was  not  merely  this  horrible  catastrophe,  and  the  loss 
of  ordnance,  ammunition,  provisions,  and  the  shipping  on  Lake 
George,  which  the  colonists  had  to  lament :  they  saw  the  In- 
dians, whom,  they  had  been  able  to  attach  to  their  cause,  shaken 
in  their  fidelity,  and  such  of  the  tribes  as  had  determined  to  keep 
aloof  from  the  struggle,  or  had  wavered  in  the  choice  of  a  side, 
converted  into  indefatigable  assailants.  Massachusetts  felt, 
more  than  the  enemy,  the  energy  of  the  British  commander  in 
chief,  in  a  controversy  which  arose  between  him  and  her  gene- 
ral court,  concerning  the  quartering  and  billeting  of  the  British 
regulars  upon  the  inhabitants.  She  resisted,  with  her  ancient 
spirit,  the  extension  of  the  act  of  parliament  on  that  head,  to 
America,  and  stood  firm  under  menaces  fitted  only  for  the 
meridian  of  Hindostan. 

Our  illustrious  countryman.  Franklin,  had  personal  relations 
with  the  noble  lord,  who  proved,  during  two  years,  so  fatal  a 
scourge  to  the  colonies.  He  has  left,  in  his  Memoirs,  the  fol- 
lowing notice  of  him,  for  the  edification  of  posterity.  "  I  won- 
dered how  such  a  man  as  Loudon  came  to  be  entrusted  with 
so  important  a  business  as  the  command  of  a  great  army. 
Instead  of  defending  the  colonies  with  his  gixat  force,  he  left 
them  totally  exposed,  while  he  paraded  idly  at  Halifax;  by 
which  means  Fort  George  was  lost.  Besides  he  deranged  all 
our  mercantile  operations,  and  distressed  our  trade  by  a  long 
embargo  on  the  exportation  of  provisions,  on  pretence  of  keep- 
ing supplies  from  being  obtained  by  the  enemy,  but  in  reality 
for  the  purpose  of  beating  down  their  price  in  favour  of  the  con- 
tractors, in  whose  profits  it  was  said,  (perhaps  from  suspicion 
only,)  he  had  a  share ;  and  when  at  length  the  embargo  was 
taken  off,  he  neglected  to  send  notice  of  it  to  Charleston,  where 
the  Carolina  fleet  was  detained  near  three  months ;  and  whereby 
their  bottoms  were  so  much  damaged  by  the  worm,  that  a 
great  part  of  them  foundered  on  their  passage  home."^ 

In  1758,  the  elder  Pitt  breathed  a  new  soul  into  the  British 
councils,  and  resuscitated  in  the  colonies  those  native  energies, 
which  a  long  series  of  exhausting  and  disappointed  efforts,  had 
sensibly  depressed.  Under  the  influence  of  his  magnanimous 
spirit,  America  may  be  said  to  have  emerged,  with  the  whole 
British  empire,  "  from  the  gulf  of  despondency,  and  risen  to 
the  highest  point  of  practical  vigour."    A  contagious  zeal 


*  See  Note  I. 
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PART  I.  gave  the  fullest  effect  to  his  call  upon  the  colonial  governors,  for 
^^-^v^"^**  the  largest  bodies  of  men  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  would 
allow.  Fifteen  thousand  troops  were  voted  by  the  three  pro- 
vinces of  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and  New  Hampshire 
alone.  In  less  than  twenty-four  hours,  a  private  subscription  of 
^20,000  sterling  for  encouraging  enlistments,  was  filled  up  in 
Boston.  "  The  expense,"  says  Minot,  "  of  the  regiments 
raised  for  his  majesty's  service  amounted  to  near  one  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  pounds  sterling :  besides  this,  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  several  towns  in  the  province,  by  fines,  or  by 
voluntary  contributions  to  procure  men  for  the  service,  paid  at 
least  sixty  thousand  pounds  sterling  more ;  which  was,  in  all 
respects,  as  burdensome  as  if  it  had  been  raised  as  a  tax  by  the 
government.  The  defence  of  our  own  frontiers  ;  and  the  other 
ordinary  charges  of  government,  amounted  to,  at  least,  thirty 
thousand  pounds  sterling.  The  province  had,  in  one  campaign, 
on  foot,  seven  thousand  troops.  This  was  a  greater  levy  for  a 
single  province,  than  the  three  kingdoms  had  made  collectively 
in  any  one  year  since  the  revolution," 

Loudon  was  superseded,  in  the  beginning  of  1 758,  by  ge- 
neral Abercrombie  :  but  the  colonies  cannot  be  said  to  have 
gained  much  by  the  substitution.  The  new  commander  in 
chief  wasted  a  part  of  their  resources,  and  checked  the  mo- 
mentum of  the  mighty  force  which  Pitt  had  arrayed  on  this 
continent  against  the  French,  by  an  ill-advised  and  ill-managed 
expedition  against  Crown  Point.  He  took  with  him  sixteen 
thousand  men,  of  whom  nine  thousand  were  Provincials,  and 
urged  them  to  a  hopeless  assault  upon  Ticonderoga,  which  cost 
the  lives  of  more  than  sixteen  hundred  of  his  bravest  European 
troops,  and  of  four  hundred  provincials.  "  This  attack,"  says 
the  Universal  History,  "  when  no  prospect  of  success  could 
possibly  present  itself,  was  followed  by  a  retreat  as  pusillani- 
mous, as  the  other  was  presumptuous.  The  general  reimbark- 
ed  the  troops,  and  though  not  an  incident  had  happened  that 
might  not  have  been  easily  foreseen,  or  rationally  expected,  he 
returned  to  his  former  camp  at  Lake  George."^ 

Anxious  to  repair  in  any  way,  the  mischief  and  disgrace  of 
this  repulse,  Abercrombie  consented,  at  the  solicitation  of  a 
7iative  Atnerkan  officer,  colonel  Bradstreet,  to  detach  him 
with  three  thousand  men,  against  Fort  Frontenac,  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Ohio.  This  body  of  troops,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  onlv  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  regulars,  was  com- 
posed of  Provincials ;  and  after  surmounting,  as  the  historians 


*  Vol.  xl.  p.  220. 
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acknowledge,  incredible  difficulties  and  hardships,  it  gave  an  SECT.  IV. 
earnest  of  victory  to  the  British  cause,  by  capturing  the  for-  n^-v-^^^ 
tress,  together  with  nine  armed  vessels,  avast  quantity  of  am- 
munition, &c.  and  breaking  up  thus,  the  principal  depot  of  sup- 
plies for  the  south  western  posts  and  the  hostile  Indians. 

Louisbourg  constituted  an  object  of  primary  importance  in 
the  great  scheme  for  annihilating  the  French  power  in  America, 
which  engrossed  the  care  and  strained  the  vigour  of  Pitt.* 
The  reduction  of  that  fortress  was  one  of  the  first  operations 
of  the  campaign,  and  was  accomplished  with  an  overwhelming 
force  indeed,  but  in  a  manner  highly  creditable  to  the  courage 
of  the  victors,  among  whom  the  provincials  bore  a  distinguish- 
ed part.  It  was  not  easy,  even  for  the  mother  country  to  forget, 
or  not  to  recall  at  the  moment,  what  had  been  before  achieved 
by  New  England  on  the  same  theatre. 

9.  To  dispossess  the  French  of  Fort  Du  Quesne,  the  bul- 
wark of  their  dominion  over  the  western  region,  entered  neces^ 
sarily  into  the  plan  of  the  campaign.  This  object  was  effect- 
ed, not  certainly  through  the  judgment  and  skill  of  the  British 
commander  within  whose  province  it  fell,  but  by  the  magni^ 
tude  of  the  force  employed,  and  the  influence  of  extraneous 
events. f  The  Virginia  militia  composed  a  large  part  of  the 
army,  which  general  Forbes  carried  with  him  in  this  enter- 
prise, and  were  under  the  immediate  direction  of  Washing- 
ton. They  performed  the  chief  labour,  truly  herculean,  and 
infinitely  more  oppressive  than  would  have  been  necessary, 
had  the  British  leader  condescended  to  avail  himself,  in  the 
choice  of  a  route,  and  of  the  season  of  action,  of  the  experi- 
ence and  topographical  knowledge  of  the  provincial  colonel. 
Against  the  urgent,  reiterated  expostulations  of  the  latter,  an^ 


*  Much  of  the  merit  of  the  scheme  is  due  to  Franklin,  who  constantly  urged 
the  conquest  of  Canada  upon  the  British  g-overnment.  The  following  state-, 
ment  of  his  grandson  has  never  been  contradicted  in  England.  "  The  more 
Frankhn  weighed  the  subject  in  his  mind,  the  more  was  he  satisfied,  that  the 
true  interest  of  Great  Britain  lay  in  weakening  her  rival  on  the  side  of  Ame- 
rica, rather  than  in  Germany ;  and  these  sentiments  he  imparted  to  some  of 
his  friends,  by  whom  they  were  reported  to  William  Pitt,  afterwards  Earl  of 
Chatham ;  who  no  sooner  consulted  him  on  the  practicability  of  the  conquest 
of  Canada,  than  he  was  convinced  by  the  force  of  his  arguments,  and  deter- 
mined by  the  simple  accuracy  of  his  statements.  The  enterprise  was  imme- 
diately undertaken;  the  command  given  to  general  Wolfe,"  &c.  (Memoirs, 
p.  194.) 

f  **  The  success  of  colonel  Bradstreet,  at  Frontignac,  in  all  probability, 
facilitated  the  expedition  under  Forbes  J'  &c. — Russel's  Modern  Europe,  let 
xxxiii. 
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PART  I.  xfhtn  there  was  left  scarcely  time  to  tread  the  beaten  track, 
"^^^^^^^  universally  confessed  to  be  the  best  passage  over  the  moun- 
tains, he  selected  a  road,  evtry  inch  of  which  was  to  be  cut, 
and  which  exacted  the  constant  toil  of  fifteen  hundred  or  two 
thousand  men.  Washington  advanced  in  front,  and  opened 
the  almost  impervious  forest  and  mountain  to  the  main  body  of 
the  army.  On  the  approach  to  Fort  Du  Quesne,  the  British 
general,  disregarding  the  caution  of  his  faithful  pioneer,  sent 
forward  a  select  corps  of  eight  hundred  men  to  reconnoitre 
the  adjacent  country.  The  enemy  overpowered  this  detach- 
ment, and  had  destroyed  it,  but  for  the  bravery  and  self  pos- 
session of  a  Virginia  captain. =^  Out  of  a  company  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty-six  provincials,  sixty-two  fell  on  the  spot; 
and  of  the  whole  detachment,  the  number  of  killed  and  wound- 
ed was  nearly  three  hundred.  From  the  account  of  this  ex- 
pedition, framed  by  Chief  Justice  Marshall,!  upon  the  papers 
of  Washington,  and  unquestionably  authentic,  it  is  to  be  in- 
ferred, that  if  the  army  of  Forbes  did  not  encounter  even  a 
worse  fate  than  that  of  Braddock,  it  was  not  owing  to  any 
superior  wisdom  of  management,  or  greater  pliability,  in  the 
leader. 

"  The  army,"  says  Marshall,  "  reached  the  camp  at  Loyal 
Hanna,  through  a  road  alleged  to  be  indescribably  bad,  about 
the  fifth  of  November,  where,  as  had  been  predicted,  a  council 
of  war  determined,  that  it  was  unadvisable  to  proceed  further 
this  campaign.  It  would  have  been  almost  impossible  to  have 
wintered  an  army  in  that  position.  They  must  have  retreated 
from  the  cold  inhospitable  wilderness  into  which  they  had 
penetrated,  or  have  suffered  immensely,  perhaps  have  perished. 
Fortunately  some  prisoners  were  taken,  who  informed  them  of 
the  extreme  distress  of  the  fort.  Deriving  no  support  from 
Canada,  the  garrison  was  weak;  was  in  great  want  of  pro- 
visions; and  had  been  deserted  by  the  Indians.  These  en- 
couraging circumstances  changed  the  resolution  which  had 
been  taken,  and  determined  the  general  to  prosecute  the  ex- 
pedition." Washington  seems  to  have  felt  the  utmost  indig- 
nation and  chagrin  at  the  conduct  of  the  enterprise,  and  ex- 
pressed himself  with  unusual  warmth,  in  his  first  letters  to  the 
speaker  of  the  Virginia  House  of  Burgesses.  "  We  appear, 
in  mv  opinion,  to  act  under  the  guidance  of  an  evil  genius. 
We  shall  be  stopped  at  the  Laurel  Hill  this  winter.  Can  ge- 
neral Forbes  have  orders  for  these  proceedings  ?  Impossible. 


*  See  a  full  account  of  the  service  performed  by  this  officer,  captain  Bul- 
let, in  vol.  iii.  p.  3,  of  Burk's  Histoiy  of  Virginia, 
f  Life  of  Washington,  vol.  ii.  ch.  i. 
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The  conduct  of  our  leaders  is  tempered  with  something  I  do  SECT. IV. 
not  care  to  give  a  name  to.  Nothing  but  a  miracle  can  bring  ^--'-v-w 
the  campaign  to  a  happy  issue,"  &c. 

When  we  consider  what  is  the  present  face  of  the  country 
between  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburg,  it  is  doubly  interesting  to 
contemplate  the  picture  drawn  of  it  by  the  English  historians, 
in  their  commemoration  of  this  afi'air.  "  In  the  beginning  of 
July,  1758,  Brigadier  Forbes  set  out  on  his  expedition  from 
Philadelphia  for  Fort  Du  ^esne.  He  was  to  march  through 
countries  that  never  had  been  impressed  by  human  footsteps, 
and  he  had  difficulties  to  surmount,  greater,  perhaps,  than 
those  of  Alexander,  in  his  expedition  to  India ;  by  establishing 
magazines,  forming  and  securing  camps,  procuring  carriages, 
and  encountering  a  thousand  unforeseen  obstacles  in  penetrating 
through  regions,  that  presented  nothing  but  scalping  parties  of 
French  and  savages,  mountains,  woods,  and  morasses,"  &c.''^ 

It  is  sufficient  to  repeat  the  fact,  that  the  colonies  had  on 
foot,  in  active  co-operation  with  the  British  forces,  in  1759, 
twenty-five  thousand  troops, — to  establish  their  title  to  a  larg6 
share  of  the  glorious  results  of  that  year.  The  number  of  the 
provincials  was  considerable  before  Quebec,  and  still  greater 
in  Amherst's  arduous  expedition,  by  way  of  Ticonderoga, 
Crown  Point,  and  Lake  Champlain.  That  ablest  of  the  Bri- 
tish commanders  in  America,  bore,  in  the  general  orders 
which  he  issued,  after  the  complete  reduction  of  Canada,  in 
1760,  the  strongest  testimony  to  "the  indefatigable  effiDrts  of 
his  majesty's  faithful  subjects  in  America,  and  the  zeal  and 
bravery  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  provincial  troops." 

The  troops  of  this  description  composed  altogether  the  third 
grand  division  of  the  British  force,  with  which  general  Pri- 
deaux,  "  assisted  by  the  interest  and  abilities  of  the  provincial 
leader,  general  William  Johnson,"  marched  to  reduce  Fort 
Niagara,  a  post  of  the  utmost  consequence  in  itself,  and  in  re- 
lation to  the  success  of  the  main  enterprise  of  the  campaign  of 
1759.  The  manner  in  which  this  service  was  performed  will 
sustain  a  comparison  at  least,  with  that  of  Abercrombie's  at- 
tempt upon  Ticonderoga.  I  will  adopt  the  narrative  of  the 
Universal  History. 

"  While  Amherst  was  reducing  Crown  Point,  and  making 
himself  master  of  Lake  Champlain,  Prideaux  ajid  Sir  Wil- 
liam Johnson  were  proceeding  against  Fort  Niagara.  On 
the  20th  of  July,  Prideaux,  to  the  inexpressible  grief  of 
the  army,  was  killed  in  the  trenches,  by  the  bursting  of  a 


*  Vol.  xl.  p.  221,  Universal 
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PART  I.  cannon.  The  command  then  fell  upon  Sir  William  Johnson, 
^^^y^-^^  zuho  was  superseded  hij  brigadier  general  Gage^  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  Amherst.  Before  Gage  could  arrive  at  Niagara,  John- 
son had  performed  wonders.  He  had  carried  his  approaches 
within  one  hundred  yards  of  the  covert-way  of  the  fort  \  and 
the  French  were  so  apprehensive  of  losing  that  palladium  of 
their  interest  in  North  America,  that  they  exerted  their  ut- 
most to  maintain  it,  by  collecting  seventeen  hundred  men  from 
all  the  neighbouring  posts,  particularly  from  ETetroit,  Venaa- 
go,  and  Presque  Isle,  under  the  command  of  Mons.  D'Aubry, 
Had  this  reinforcement  reached  the  fort,  it  must  have  been 
impregnable  ;  but  Johnson  made  dispositions  towards  the  left, 
on  the  road  leading  from  Niagara  Falls  to  the  fortress,  for  in- 
tercepting it." 

"  About  8  o'clock,  on  the  24th  of  July,  the  enemy  appeared, 
and  the  English  Indians  attempted  in  vain  to  have  some  talk 
with  their  countrymen,  who  served  under  the  French.  The 
battle  began  with  a  horrible  war-whoop,  which  was  now  mat- 
ter of  ridicule,  rather  than  terror,  to  the  English,  uttered  by 
the  French  Indians.  The  French,  as  usual,  charged  with 
vast  impetuosity,  but  being  received  with  equal  firmness,  and 
the  English  Indians  on  the  flanks  doing  considerable  execu- 
tion, all  the  French  army  were  put  to  the  rout,  and  for  five 
miles  the  pursuit  continued,  in  which  seventeen  officers, 
among  whom  were  the  first  and  second  in  command,  were 
made  prisoners.  Next  morning  Sir  William  Johnson  sent  a 
trumpet  to  the  French  commandant,  with  a  list  of  the  seven- 
teen officers  that  had  been  taken,  to  convince  him  of  the  inuti- 
lity of  further  resistance.  The  commandant  found  all  Sir 
"William  Johnson's  intelligence  to  be  perfectly  true,  and  in  a 
few  hours  a  capitulation  was  signed,  by  which  six  hundred 
and  seven  men,  of  which  the  garrison  consisted,  were  to 
march  out  with  the  honours  of  war,  to  be  embarked  on  the 
lake,  and  carried  to  New  York,  but  protected  from  the  bar- 
barity of  the  Indians.  The  women  and  children  were  carried 
to  Montreal,  and  the  conqueror  treated  the  sick  and  wounded 
in  a  manner  so  humane,  as  to  prove  himself  worthy  of  victory. 
Thus,  for  a  second  time,  this  self-taught  general  obtained  an 
entire  triumph  over  the  boasted  discipline  of  the  French  arms. 
But  that  was  his  least  praise.  Though  eleven  hundred  In- 
dians follovred  him  to  the  field,  he  restrained  them  within  re- 
gular bounds."* 

While  aff'ecting  at  home  to  consider  the  colonists  as  of  little 
efficiencv  in  the  field,  and  even  to  deride  their  humblest  pre- 

*  Vol.  xl.  p.  23r. 


OP  THE  COLONISTS. 


ISl 


tensions  to  the  military  character,^  the  mother  country  inces-  SECT.  IV. 
santly  called  upon  their  assemblies  for  more  levies,  with  pro-  ^^^-v-^i^ 
testations  of  the  indispensableness  of  their  fullest  co-opera- 
tion. They  were  required,  in  1760,  to  raise  and  equip,  if 
practicable,  at  least  as  large  a  body  of  men  as  they  had  sent 
forth  the  preceding  year;  and  they  obeyed  wnth  an  alacrity 
equal  to  that  which  they  had  manifested,  when  it  seemed  ne- 
cessary for  them  to  make  extreme  efforts,  to  avoid  being 
overrun  by  the  common  enemy,  let  in  through  the  incapacity 
of  the  British  commanders.  Massachusetts  supplied  besides, 
troops  to  guard  Louisbourg,  Halifax,  and  Lunenburg,  and 
entirely  garrisoned  Annapolis,  Fort  Cumberland  at  Chignecto, 
and  Fort  Frederick  at  St.  John's.  It  was  not  merely  land 
forces  that  were  furnished  by  New  England.  Her  seamen 
served  in  such  numbers  on  board  the  British  ships  of  war,  that 
her  merchants  were  compelled  to  navigate  their  trading  ves- 
sels with  Indians  and  negroes. f  More  than  four  hundred 
privateers,  as  I  have  already  had  occasion  to  remark,  issued, 
during  the  war,  from  the  North  American  ports,  ravaged  the 
French  West  India  islands,  and  distressed  to  the  utmost  the 
commerce  of  France  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 

During  the  years  1760  and  1761,  the  southern  colonies  were 
involved  in  hostilities  with  the  Cherokee  Indians.  These,  in- 
stigated by  the  French,  made  the  most  destructive  inroads, 
and  required  some  arduous  campaigns  to  be  reduced  to  inac- 
tion. In  1763,  a  general  Indian  war  unexpectedly  broke  out, 
of  a  most  disastrous  and  alarming  character.  It  threatened 
the  loss  of  some  of  the  important  posts  which  had  been  wrested 
from  the  French,  and  depopulated  a  great  part  of  the  western 
frontiers.  Franklin,  being  asked,  on  his  examination  before 
the  House  of  Commons,  whether  this  w^as  not  a  war  for  Ame- 
rica only ;  answered,  that  it  was  rather  a  consequence  or  re- 
mains of  the  former  one,  the  Indians  not  having  been  tho- 
roughly pacified ;  that  the  Americans  bore  much  the  greater 
share  of  the  expense  ;  and  that  it  was  put  an  end  to  by  the  army 
under  general  Bouquet,  consisting  of  about  three  hundred  re- 
gulars, and  above  one  thousand  Pennsylvanians. 

The  pecuniary  charges  incurred  by  the  colonists  in  the  seven 
years  war,  greatly  exceeded  the  amount  of  the  sums  which  were 
allotted  to  them  by  the  British  parliament,  as  an  indemnity. 


*  See  Note  I. 

f  It  was  asserted,  without  contradiction,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  in  the 
debate  of  March  11,  1778,  on  the  state  of  the  British  navy,  that  ten  thou- 
sand of  the  seamen  employed  in  it  during  the  war  of  1756,  were  natives  oT 
North  America. 
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PART  I.  The  excess  was  two  millions  five  hundred  thousand  pounds, 
^-^■N^^-'  not  taking  into  the  account  the  extraordinary  supplies  granted 
by  the  colonial  assemblies.  Their  whole  disbursement  did  not 
fall  short  of  three  millions  and  a  half ;  a  sum  far  more  onerous 
for  them,  in  the  proportion  of  their  ability  and  habits,  thaa 
that  which  was  expended  by  the  crown,  great  as  it  was,  could 
liave  been  for  the  British  people. 

On  the  termination  of  the  struggle  in  Canada,  in  1760,  and 
the  extinction  of  danger  from  the  French  in  North  America, 
the  provinces  were  fairly  entitled  to  an  exemption  from  all 
contribution  to  the  exterior  military  enterprises  of  the  mother 
country ;  at  least  until  the  deep  wounds  they  had  received  in 
their  finances,  and  the  most  valuable  part  of  their  population, 
should  be  healed.  A  considerable  body  of  native  troops  was, 
however,  drawn  from  them,  to  assist  in  the  reduction  of  the 
French  and  Spanish  West  India  islands ;  and  Massachusetts 
raised,  in  1762,  three  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty,  as 
her  quota,  for  the  object  of  "  securing  the  British  dominions, 
and  particularly  the  conquests  in  her  neighbourhood."  "  Many 
of  the  common  soldiers,"  says  the  historian  Gordon,  "  who 
gained  such  laurels,  by  their  singular  bravery  on  the  plains  of 
Abraham,  M'hen  Wolfe  died  in  the  arms  of  victory,  were  na- 
tives of  the  Massachusetts  Bay.  When  Martinico  was  attack- 
ed in  1761,  and  the  British  force  was  greatly  weakened  by 
death  and  sickness,  the  timely  arrival  of  the  New  England 
troops  enabled  the  former  to  prosecute  the  reduction  of  the 
island  to  an  happy  issue.  A  part  of  the  British  force  being 
now  about  to  sail  from  thence  for  the  Havanna,  the  New  Eng- 
landers,  whose  health  had  been  much  impaired  by  service  and 
the  climate,  were  sent  olF  in  three  ships,  to  their  native  coun- 
try for  recovery.  Before  they  had  completed  their  voyage, 
they  found  themselves  restored,  ordered  the  ships  about,  steer- 
ed immediately  for  the  Havanna,  arrived  when  the  British 
were  too  much  reduced  to  expect  success,  and  by  their  junc- 
tion, served  to  immortalize  afresh,  the  glorious  first  of  Au- 
gust, old  style,  in  the  surrender  of  the  place  on  that  memora- 
ble day  ,*  they  exhibited,  at  the  same  time,  the  most  signal  evi^ 
dence  of  devotedness  to  the  parent  state.  Their  fidelity,  acti- 
vity, and  courage,  were  such  as  to  g^in  the  approbation  and 
confidence  of  the  British  officers. "=^ 

There  are  some  general  considerations  ^Yhich  place  in  strong 


*  History  of  the  American  Revolution,  vol.  i,  page  103.  The  writer  re- 
ceived his  information  not  only  from  public,  but  from  private,  sources  ;  he 
cites  particularly  Brooke  Woodcock,  Esq.  of  Saffron  Walden,  who  served  at 
the  taking"  of  Belleisle,  Martinico,  and  the  Havanna. 
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relief,  the  merit  of  the  multitude  of  Americans  who  served  as  SKC  r.  iv. 
volunteers  in  these  campaigns.  They  cannot  be  supposed  to  v..^^-^ 
have  been  tempted  by  the  slender  pay  which  they  received; 
for,  their  domestic  affairs  were,  in  all  cases,  of  a  nature  to 
suffer  greatly  by  their  absence:  They  could  not  be  incited  by 
hopes  of  preferment,  since  the  provincial  forces,  were  uniform- 
ly disbanded  on  a  peace;  the  provincial  officers  no  further 
rewarded  by  commissions  than  the  enlisting  of  men  made  it 
neccessary;  and  the  vacancies  which  occurred  among  the  re- 
gulars, filled  with  Europeans:  They  were  liable  to  perpetual 
mortification  by  invidious  distinctions  in  favour  of  the  British 
troops ;  they  were  penuriously  praised  when  their  prowess  was 
unquestionable,  and  outrageously  censured  when  their  conduct 
gave  the  least  opening  to  detraction.  Under  such  circum- 
stances, there  arc  no  motives  to  be  assigned  for  their  self- 
devotion,  except  public  spirit, — a  sense  of  duty — a  native  man- 
liness of  character.  In  truth,  the  colonists  were  unsparing 
of  their  resources  and  their  blood,  not  merely  from  a  belief 
that  the  cause  was  their  own,  and  from  a  resolution  to  protect 
themselves  to  the  utmost  of  their  ability;  but  as  members  of  the 
British  empire,  eager  for  its  prosperity,  and  deeply  interested 
in  all  its  concerns ;  proud  of  their  kindred  and  connexion  with 
the  British  nation,  and  s}  mpathetic  in  its  prejudices  and  pas- 
sions. Whoever  gives  attention  to  the  public  papers  of  the 
era  of  the  seven  years  war,  will  be  convinced,  that  they  enter- 
ed into  the  rivalry  between  England  and  France,  with  the 
keenness  of  the  school  of  Pitt,  and  rejoiced  in  the  success 
of  the  British  arms,  not  more  as  ministerial  to  their  security, 
than  to  the  ascendency  of  the  British  power  and  the  glory  of 
the  British  name. 

10.  At  the  peace  of  Paris,  of  1763,  England  found  herself 
the  acknovv  ledged  mistress  of  the  whole  continent  of  America 
north  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  assured  of  a  permanent  naval 
supremacy  over  the  nations  of  Europe.  It  is  a  proposition 
now  hardly  disputed,  even  as  an  exercise  of  ingenuit}',  that  for 
this  vast  extension  of  her  power,  and  the  triumph  of  her  for- 
tunes over  those  of  France,  she  was  largely  indebted  to  the 
exiles  who  adhered  to  her  dominion.  Originally,  they 
had  preserved  the  Atlantic  territory  from  the  occupation  of 
her  enemies.  No  great  sagacity  is  required  to  perceive,  that 
had  the  French  settled  and  retained  it,  she  must  have  fallen 
into  the  secondary  rank  as  a  naval  and  commercial  power.* 


*  "It  appears,"  says  Hutchinson,  (vol  i.  chap,  i.)  "  that  the  Massachusetts 
people  took  possession  of  the  country  at  a  very  critical  time.    Richlieu,  in 
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ART  I.  What  she  became,  she  never  could  have  become,  without  the 
^^^'^"^^  thirteen  colonies ;  and  not  unless  they  had  become  what  their 
industry,  spirit,  and  intelligence,  made  them.  Whatever  obli- 
gcTLions,  then,  she  can  pretend,  with  any  colour  of  plausibility, 
to  have  conferred,  must  fall  far  short  of  those  which  she  re- 
ceived. Their  instrumentality  in  her  elevation  and  the  de- 
pression of  her  rival,  manifestly  overbalances  even  the  degree 
of  pioteclion  which  she  herself  claims  to  have  extenJcd.  And 
the  duty  of  gratitude  appears  the  more  exigent,  from  die  con- 
sideration of  that  British  feeling,  to  w^hich  I  have  referred 
in  the  preceding  page,  as  the  main  spring  of  their  prodigious 
efforts  in  seconding  all  her  aims. 

It  will  seem  scarcely  credible,  that  the  politicians  of  Eng- 
land earnestly  debated,  during  the  negotiations  for  the  peace 
of  1763,  and  while  parliament  was  yet  compliir^enting  the 
■colonies  for  their  loyal  sacrifices,  whether  Canada  should  not 
be  restored  to  the  French,  and  the  Island  of  Gaudaloupe  re- 
tained in  preference.  The  odium  of  this  controversy,  which, 
in  its  general  purport,  put  out  of  question  every  claim  and  se- 
curity of  their  American  brethren,  and  admitted  of  no  calcula- 
tion but  one  of  mere  commercial  profit  and  loss,  was  greatly 
aggravated  by  the  principal  grounds  of  argument  with  some 
of  the  most  eminent  writers  of  tlie  day,  who  embraced  the 
afiirmative — "  that  the  colonies  were  already  large  and  nu- 
merous enough,  and  that  the  French  ought  to  be  left  in  North 
America  to  prevent  their  increase,  lest  they  should  become  not 
only  useless,  but  dangerous  to  Great  Britain,"  It  was  in- 
sinuated," says  Russel,*  "  by  some  of  our  keen-sighted  politi- 


all  probability,  would  have  planted  his  colony  nearer  the  sun,  if  he  could 
have  found  any  place  vacant.  De  Monts  and  company  had  acquired  a  tho- 
rough knowledge  of  all  tlie  coast,  from  Cape  Sables,  beyond  Cape  Cod,  in 
1604;  indeed  it  does  not  appear  that  they  then  went  round  or  to  the  bot- 
tom of  Massachusetts  Bay.  Had  they  once  gained  footing  there,  they  would 
have  prevented  the  Englisli.  The  Frencliified  court  of  king  Charles  I. 
would,  at  the  treaty  of  St.  Germain's,  have  given  up  any  claim  to  Massachu- 
setts Bay  as  readily  as  they  did  to  Acadie;  for  the  French  could  make  out 
no  better  title  to  Penobscot  and  the  other  parts  of  Acadie,  than  they  could 
to  Massachusetts.  The  little  plantation  at  New  Plymouth  would  have  been 
no  greater  bar  to  the  French  in  one  place  than  in  the  other.  The  Dutch, 
the  next  year,  would  have  quietly  possessed  themselves  of  Connecticut  river, 
unless  the  French,  instead  of  the  English,  had  prevented  them.  Whether 
the  people  of  either  nation  would  have  persevered,  is  uncertain.  If  they 
had  done  it,  the  late  contest  for  the  dominion  of  North  America  would  have 
been  between  France  and  Holland,  and  the  commerce  of  England  would 
have  borne  a  very  different  proportion  to  that  of  the  rest  of  Europe,  froiB 
what  it  does  at  present." 

*  Modern  Eui-ope,  part  ii.  letter  xxxv. 


OF  THE  COLONISTS. 


135 


<ians,  that  the  security  provided  by  the  retention  of  Canada,  SECT.  iv. 
Ibr  the  Enghsh  settlements  in  North  America,  as  xvell  as  Jor  <.^'^^-'^>^ 
their  extension  in  the  cession  of  Florida  by  Spain^  would  prove 
a  source  of  new  evils.  It  would  embolden  our  old  colonies 
to  shake  off  the  control  of  the  mother  country,  since  they  no 
longer  stood  in  need  of  her  protection,  and  erect  themselves 
into  independent  states."  Franklin,  who,  at  this  period,  as 
agent  of  some  of  the  provinces  at  the  court  of  London,  watch- 
ed paternally  over  the  interests  of  the  whole,  found  himself 
under  the  necessity  of  combating  these  doctrines  in  an  elaborate 
tract,  which  I  have  already  noticed.  The  very  existence  5f 
the  "  Canada-Pamphlet"  is  an  eternal  reproach  to  Great  Bri- 
tain; and  there  is  an  increase  of  shame,  from  its  being  an  ap- 
peal, not  to  her  generosity  or  her  justice,  but  to  her  separate 
interests.  Upon  these,  the  sagacious  author,  deeming  every 
higher  consideration  idle  and  misplaced,  laid  all  stress;  and 
the  same  thing  may  be  said  of  the  British  cabinet,  on  a  refe- 
rence to  the  tenour  of  the  discussions  respecting  the  peace  both 
in  and  out  of  parliament.  Amid  the  violent  discontents  which  ^ 
the  improvident  treaty  of  Paris  excited,  consolation  was  found, 
not,  as  some  of  her  writers  have  gratuitously  alleged,  in  the 
exemption  of  the  colonies  from  the  annoyance  of  a  European 
enemy,  and  their  increased  ability  to  overawe  the  savages, — 
but  in  "  the  wide  scope  for  projects  of  political  ambition,  and 
the  boundless  field  for  speculations  of  commercial  avidity, 
which  the  Undivided  sovereignty  of  the  vast  continent  of  Ame- 
rica, with  the  exclusive  enjoyment  of  its  trade,  seemed  to  open 
to  the  British  nation."*  We  may  judge  how  the  colonies 
would  have  fared  with  the  "  tory  councils,"  to  whose  influence 
the  demerits  of  the  peace  were  attributed,  had  not  the  retention 
of  Canada  fallen  within  their  selfish  and  corrupt  views,  when 
we  advert  to  the  fact,  that  the  execrable  suggestion  above 
mentioned  came  from  the  whigs.  To  display  it  in  its  true  light, 
as  well  as  to  illustrate  the  temper  of  mind,  with  which  the  great 
champion  of  the  colonies  had  to  contend,  I  cannot  do  better 
than  quote  his  bold  language  on  the  point. 

"  But  what  is  the  prudent  policy  inculcated  to  obtain  this  end 
— security  of  dominion  over  our  colonies  ?  It  is,  to  leave  the 
French  in  Canada,  to  '  check  their  growth ;  for  otherwise,  our 
people  may  increase  infinitely  from  all  causes.'  We  have  al- 
ready seen  in  what  manner  the  French  and  their  Indians  check 
the  growth  of  our  colonies.  It  is  a  modest  word,  this  cheeky 
for  massacreing  men,  women,  and  children." 


*  Russel,  ibid. 
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PART  I.  "  But  if  Canada  is  restored  on  this  principle,  will  not  Britain 
^■^^^'"^^  be  guilty  of  all  the  blood  to  be  shed,  all  the  murders  to  be 
committed,  in  order  to  check  this  dreaded  growth  of  our  own 
people  ?  Will  not  this  be  telling  the  French  in  plain  terms, 
that  the  horrid  barbarities  they  perpetrated  with  Indians,  on 
our  colonists,  are  agreeable  to  us;  and  that  they  need  not  ap- 
prehend the  resentment  of  a  government  with  whose  views 
they  so  happily  concur?  Will  not  the  colonies  view  it  in  this 
light?  Will  they  have  reason  to  consider  themselves  any 
longer  as  subjects  and  children,  when  they  find  their  cruel 
enemies  hallooed  upon  them  by  the  country  from  whence  they 
sprung;  the  government  that  owes  them  protection,  as  it  re- 
quires their  obedience  ?  Is  not  this  the  most  likely  means  of 
driving  them  into  the  arms  of  the  French,  who  can  invite 
them  by  an  offer  of  security,  their  own  government  chooses 
not  to  offer  them  ?" 

"  If  it  be,  after  all,  thought  necessary  to  check  the  growth 
of  our  colonies,  give  me  leave  to  propose  a  method  less  cruel. 
The  method  I  mean,  is  that  which  was  dictated  by  the  Eg}'p- 
tian  policy,  when  the  •  infinite  increase,'  of  the  children  of 
Israel,  was  apprehended  as  dangerous  to  the  state.  Let  an  act 
of  parliament  then  be  made,  enjoining  the  colony  midwives 
to  stifle  in  the  birth  every  third  or  fourth  child.  By  this  means 
you  may  keep  the  colonies  to  their  present  size." 

11.  I  have  made  no  assertion  in  treating  the  topics  upon 
which  I  have  enlarged  so  much,  of  the  militar}^  merits  of  Ame- 
rica, and  the  nature  of  the  protection  extended  to  her  by  the 
mother  country,  which  it  would  not  be  in  my  power  to  vindi- 
cate by  British  authority  of  the  highest  class.  And  I  cannot 
refrain,  though  it  is  done  at  the  risk  of  fatiguing  my  readers  by 
what  may  have  the  air  of  repetition,  from  seeking  in  the  records 
of  the  British  Parliament  for  a  general  confirmation  of  what  I 
have  advanced.  I  find  this,  with  ever}^  recommendation  of  un- 

^  questionable  validity  and  sententious  eloquence,  in  a  speech 

of  David  Hartley,  on  the  American  question,  delivered  in  the 

.<j!%".  House  of  Commons,  in  the  year  1775.    That  gentleman  long 

held  a  conspicuous  rank  in  Parliament;  lived  in  the  closest  in- 
timacy with  the  most  eminent  British  statesmen  of  the  time; 
concluded,  as  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Great  Britain,  the 
definitive  treaty  of  1783,  with  the  United  States ;  and  though 
a  zealous  friend  of  justice  and  the  injured  colonies,  establish- 
ed, with  all  parties  at  home,  the  character  of  a  devoted  patriot. 
What  follows  from  him  will  protect  me  from  the  charge  of 
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national  partiality  in  my  representations,  and  serve  mc  as  a  SECT.iv. 
useful  recapitulation  of  facts.  \^>,^^> 

Mr.  Hartley  said, — 

"  I  would  wish  to  state  to  the  House,  the  merits  of  this 
question  of  requisitions  to  the  colonies,  and  to  see  upon  what 
principles  it  is  founded ;  to  revise  the  accounts  between  Great 
Britain  and  them.  We  hear  of  nothing  now  but  the  protec- 
tion we  have  given  to  them ;  of  the  immense  expense  incur- 
red on  their  account.  We  are  told  that  they  have  done  nothing 
for  themselves  ;  that  they  pay  no  taxes  ;  in  short,  every  thing 
is  asserted  about  America  to  serve  the  present  turn,  without 
the  least  regard  to  truth.  I  would  have  these  matters  fairly 
sifted  out." 

"  To  begin  with  the  late  war, — of  '56.  The  Americans  turn- 
ed the  success  of  the  war  at  both  ends  of  the  line.  General 
Monckton  took  Beausejour  in  Nova  Scotia,  with  fifteen  hun- 
dred provincial  troops,  and  about  two  hundred  regulars.  Sir 
William  Johnson,  in  the  other  part  of  America,  changed  the 
face  of  the  war  to  success,  with  a  provincial  army,  which  took 
Baron  Dieskau  prisoner.  But,  Sir,  the  glories  of  the  war  un- 
der the  united  British  and  American  arms,  are  recent  in  every 
one's  memory.  Suffice  it  to  decide  this  question  ;  that  the 
Americans  bore,  even  in  our  judgment,  more  than  their  full 
proportion  ;  that  this  House  did  annually  vote  them  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  their  zeal  and  strenuous  efforts,  and  com- 
pensation for  the  excess  of  their  zeal  and  expenses,  above  their 
due  proportion.  They  kept,  one  year  with  another,  twenty- 
five  thousand  men  on  foot,  and  lost  in  the  war  the  flower  of 
their  youth.  How  strange  it  must  appear  to  them,  to  hear  of 
nothing  down  to  the  year  1763,  but  encomiums  upon  their  ac- 
tive zeal  and  strenuous  efforts;  and  then,  no  longer  after 
than  the  year  1764,  in  such  a  trice  of  time,  to  see  the  tide 
turn,  and  from  that  hour  to  this,  to  hear  it  asserted  that  they 
were  a  burden  upon  the  common  cause  ;  asserted  even  in  that 
same  parliament  which  had  voted  them  compensations  for  the 
liberality  and  excess  of  their  service." 

"  Nor  did  they  stint  their  services  to  North  America.  They 
followed  the  British  arms  out  of  their  cont'nent  to  the  Havan- 
na,  and  Martinique,  after  the  complete  conquest  of  America. 
And  so  they  had  done  in  the  preceding  war.  They  were  not 
grudging  of  their  exertions — they  were  at  the  siege  of  Cartha* 
gena : — yet,  what  was  Carthagena  to  them,  but  as  members 

Vol.  I.— S 
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PART  I.  of  the  common  cause,  friends  of  the  glory  of  this  country  !  In 
"-^^^'^^^  that  war  too,  Sir,  they  took  Louisbourg  from  the  French,  sin- 
gle handed,  without  any  European  assistance ;  as  mettled  an 
enterprise  as  any  in  our  history  !  an  everlasting  memorial 
to  the  zeal,  courage,  and  perseverance  of  the  troops  of  New 
England.  The  men  themselves  dragged  the  cannon  over 
morasses,  which  had  always  been  thought  impassable,  where 
neither  horses  nor  oxen  could  go,  and  they  carried  the  shot 
upon  their  backs.  And  what  was  their  reward  for  this  for- 
ward and  spirited  enterprise  ;.  for  the  reduction  of  this  Ame- 
rican Dunkirk  ?  Their  reward,  Sir,  you  know  very  well — it 
was  given  up  for  a  barrier  to  the  Dutch.  The  only  conquest 
in  that  war,  which  you  had  to  give  up,  and  which  would  have 
been  an  effectual  barrier  to  them  against  the  French  power  in 
America,  though  gained  by  themselves,  was  surrendered  for 
a  foreign  barrier.  As  a  substitute  for  this,  you  settled  Hali- 
fax for  a  place  (Tarmes^  leaving  the  limits  of  the  province  of 
Nova  Scotia  as  a  matter  of  contest  with  the  French,  which 
could  not  fail  to  prove,  as  it  did,  the  cause  of  another  war. 
Had  you  kept  Louisbourg  instead  of  settling  Halifax,  the 
Americans  could  say,  at  least,  that  there  would  not  have  been 
that  pretext  for  imputing  the  late  war  to  their  account.  It 
has  been  their  forwardness  in  your  cause,  that  made  them  the 
objects  of  the  French  resentment.  In  the  war  of  1744,  at 
your  requisition,  they  were  the  aggressors  on  the  French  in 
America.  We  know  the  orders  given  to  Mons.  D'Anville, 
to  destroy  and  lay  all  their  seaport  towns  in  ashes,  and  we 
know  the  cause  of  that  resentment ;  it  was  to  revenge  their 
conquest  of  Louisbourg." 

*^  Whenever  Great  Britain  has  declared  war,  they  have 
taken  their  part.  They  were  engaged  in  king  William's  wars, 
and  queen  Anne's,  even  in  their  infancy.  They  conquered 
Acadia  in  the  last  century,  for  us ;  and  we  then  gave  it  up. 
Again,  in  queen  Anne's  war,  they  conquered  Nova  Scotia, 
which,  from  that  time,  has  always  belonged  to  Great  Britain. 
They  have  been  engaged  in  more  than  one  expedition  to  Ca- 
nada, ever  foremost  to  partake  of  honour  and  danger  with  the 
mother  country." 

"  V/ell,  Sir,  what  have  we  done  for  them  ?  Have  we  con- 
quered the  country  for  them  from  the  Indians  ?  Have  we 
cleared  it  ?  Have  we  drained  it  ?  Have  we  made  it  habitable  ? 
W^hat  have  we  done  for  them  ?  I  believe,  precisely  nothing  at 
all,  but  just  keeping  watch  and  ward  over  their  trade,  that 
they  should  receive  nothing  but  from  ourselves,  at  our  own 
price,    I  will  not  positively  say  that  we  have  spent  nothing ; 
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though  I  don't  recollect  any  such  article  upon  our  journals  :  SECT.  IV. 
but  I  mean  -any  material  expense  in  setting  them  out  as  colo-  v-^-^v-^^ 
nists.  The  royal  military  government  of  Nova  Scotia  cost, 
indeed,  not  a  little  sum ;  above  ^500,000  for  its  plantation, 
and  its  first  years.  Had  your  other  colonies  cost  any  thing  si- 
milar either  in  their  outset  or  support,  there^  would  have  been 
something  to  say  on  that  side  ;  but,  instead  of  that,  they  have 
been  left  to  themselves  for  one  hundred  or  one  hundred  and 
fifty  years,  upon  the  fortune  and  capital  of  private  adven- 
turers, to  encounter  every  difficulty  and  danger.  What  towns 
have  we  built  for  them  ?  What  desert  have  we  cleared  ?  What 
country  have  we  conquered  for  them  from  the  Indians  ?  Name 
the  officers — name  the  troops — the  expeditions — their  dates. 
Where  are  they  to  be  found?  Not  in  the  journals  of  this  king- 
dom.   They  are  no  where  to  be  found." 

"  In  all  the  wars  which  have  been  common  to  us  and  them, 
they  have  taken  their  full  share.  But  in  all  their  own  dan- 
gers, in  the  difficulties  belonging  separately  to  their  situation, 
in  all  the  Indian  wars  which  did  not  immediately  concern  us, 
we  left  them  to  themselves  to  struggle  their  way  through.— 
For  the  whim  of  a  minister,  you  can  bestow  half  a  million  to 
build  a  town,  and  to  plant  a  royal  colony  of  Nova  Scotia;  a 
greater  sum  than  you  have  bestowed  upon  every  other  colony 
together." 

"  And  notwithstanding  all  these,  which  are  the  real  facts, 
now  that  they  have  struggled  through  their  difficulties,  and 
begin  to  hold  up  their  heads,  and  to  show  that  empire  which 
promises  to  be  the  foremost  in  the  world,  we  claim  them  and 
theirs,  as  implicitly  belonging  to  us,  without  any  considera- 
tion of  their  own  rights.  We  charge  them  with  ingratitude, 
without  the  least  regard  to  truth,  just  as  if  this  kingdom  had 
for  a  centur}^  and  a  half,  attended  to  no  other  object ;  as  if  all 
our  revenue,  all  our  power,  all  our  thought  had  been  bestowed 
upon  them,  and  all  our  national  debt  had  been  contracted  in 
the  Indian  wars  of  America ;  totally  forgetting  the  subordina- 
tion in  commerce  and  manufactures,  in  which  we  have  bound 
them,  and  for  which,  at  least,  we  owe  them  help  towards 
their  protection." 

"  Look  at  the  preamble  of  the  act  of  navigation,  and  every 
American  act,  and  see  if  the  interest  of  this  country  is  not  the 
avowed  object.  If  they  make  a  hat  or  a  piece  of  steel,  an 
act  of  parliament  calls  it  a  nuisance  ;  a  tilting  hammer,  a  steel 
furnace,  must  be  abated  in  America  as  a  nuisance.  Sir,  I 
speak  from  facts.    I  call  your  books  of  statutes  and  journals 


140 


MILITARY  EFFORTS 


PART  I.  to  witness.  With  the  least  recollection,  every  one  must  ac- 
v^^v-^.^  knowledge  the  truth  of  these  facts." 

"  But  it  is  said,  the  peace  establishment  of  North  America 
has  been,  and  is,  very  expensive  to  this  country.  Sir,  for 
what  it  has  been,  let  us  take  the  peace  establishment  before 
1739,  and  after  1748.  All  that  I  can  find  in  your  journals 
is,  four  companies  kept  up  at  New  York,  and  three  compa- 
nies in  Carolina.  As  to  the  four  companies  at  New  York, 
this  country  should  know  best  why  they  put  themselves  to 
that  expense,  or  whether  really  they  were  at  any  expense  at 
all ;  for  these  were  companies  of  fictitious  men.  Unless  the 
money  was  repaid  into  the  treasury,  it  was  applied  to  some 
other  purpose ;  these  companies  were  not  a  quarter  full.  In 
the  year  1754,  two  of  them  were  sent  up  to  Albany,  to  at- 
tend commissioners  to  treat  with  the  Six  Nations,  to  impress 
them  with  a  high  idea  of  our  military  power ;  to  display  all 
the  pomp  and  circumstance  of  war  before  them,  in  hopes  to 
scare  them ;  when  in  truth,  we  made  a  very  ridiculous  figure. 
The  whole  complement  of  two  companies  did  not  exceed  thirty 
tattered,  tottering  invalids,  fitter  to  scare  the  crows.  This 
information  I  have  had  from  eye  witnesses." 

"  It  has  not  fallen  in  my  way  to  hear  any  account  of  thp 
three  Carolina  companies  :  These  are  trifles.  The  substantial 
question  is, — What  material  expense  have  you  been  at  in  the^ 
periods  alluded  to,  for  the  peace  establishment  of  North  Ame- 
rica ?  Ransack  your  journals,  search  your  public  offices  for 
army  or  ordnance  expenses.  Make  out  your  bill,  and  let  us 
see  what  it  is.  No  one  yet  knows  it.  Had  there  been  any 
such,  I  believe  the  administration  would  have  produced  it  be- 
fore now,  with  aggravation." 

"  But  is  not  the  peace  establishment  of  North  America  now 
very  high,  and  very  expensive  ?  I  would  answer  that  by  ano- 
ther question  :  Why  should  the  peace  establishment  since  the 
late  war,  and  the  total  expulsion  of  the  French  interest,,  be 
higher  than  it  was  before  the  late  war,  and  when  the  French 
possessed  above  half  the  American  continent?  If  it  be  so, 
there  must  be  some  singular  reason." 

"  I  cannot  suppose  that  you  mean  under  the  general  term  of 
North  America,  to  saddle  all  the  expenses  of  Canada,  Nova 
Scotia,  Cape  Breton,  Newfoundland,  Florida,  and  the  West 
Indies,  upon  the  old  colonies  of  North  America.  You  cannot 
mean  to  keep  the  sovereignty,  the  property,  the  possession 
(these  are  the  terms  of  the  cession  in  the  treaty  of  1763)  to 
yourselves,  and  lay  the  expense  of  the  military  establishment, 
which  you  think  proper  to  keep  up,  upon  the  old  colonies." 
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"  Sir,  the  colonies  never  thought  of  interfering  in  the  pre-  SECT.  IV. 
rogative  of  war  or  peace  ;  but  if  this  nation  can  be  so  unjust  ^.^^v-^^ 
as  to  meditate  the  saddling  the  expense  of  your  new  conquests 
separately  upon  them,  they  ought  to  have  had  a  voice  in  set- 
tling the  terms  of  peace.  It  is  you,  on  this  side  of  the  water, 
who  have  first  brought  out  the  idea  of  separate  interests,  by 
planning  separate  and  distinct  charges.  It  was  their  men  and 
their  money,  which  had  conquered  North  America  and  the 
West  Indies,  as  well  as  yours,  though  you  seized  all  the  spoils ; 
but  they  never  thought  of  dictating  to  you,  what  you  should 
keep,  or  what  you  should  give  up,  little  dreaming  that  you 
reserved  the  expense  of  your  military  governments  for  them. 
Who  gave  up  the  Havanna  ?  Who  gave  up  Martinique  ?  Who 
gave  up  Guadaloupe,  with  Marigalante  ?  Who  gave  up  Santa 
Lucia  ?  Who  gave  up  the  Newfoundland  fishery  ?  Who  gave 
up  all  these  without  their  consent,  without  their  participation, 
without  their  consultation,  and,  after  all,  without  equivalents  ? 
Sir,  if  your  colonies  had  but  been  permitted  to  have  gathered  up 
the  crumbs  which  have  fallen  from  your  table,  they  would  gladly 
have  supported  the  whole  military  establishment  of  North 
America." 

"  Your  colonies  have  now  shown  you  the  value  of  lands  in 
North  America ;  and  therefore  you  have  vested  in  the  crown 
the  sovereignty,  property,  and  possession  of  infinite  tracts  of 
land,  perhaps  as  extensive  as  all  Europe,  which  the  crown  may 
dispose  of  at  its  own  price,  as  the  land  rises  in  America,  and 
grants  become  invaluable ;  and  to  enable  the  crown  to  support 
an  arbitrar}^  military  government,  till  these  lands  rise  to  their 
future  immense  value,  you  are  casting  about  to  saddle  the  ex- 
pense either  upon  the  American  or  the  British  supplies." 

"  This  country  is  very  liberal  in  its  boasting  of  its  protection 
and  parental  kindness  to  America.*  It  is  for  that  purpose  that 
we  have  converted  the  province  of  Canada  into  an  absolute  and 
military  government,  and  have  established  there  the  Romish 
church,  so  objioxious  to  our  ancient,  and  Protestant  colonies. 
What  securit} ,  w  hat  protection  do  they  derive  ?  In  what  sort 
are  they  the  better  for  the  conquest  of  the  French  dominions, 
if  we  take  that  opportunity  to  establish  a  government,  civil, 
militar}' ,  and  ecclesiastical,  in  the  utmost  degree  hostile  to  the 
government  of  our  own  provinces,  and  with  the  intent  to  set  a 
thorn  in  their  sides  ?  Is  this  affection  and  parental  kindness  ? 
Surely  you  do  not  expect  that  they  should  be  taxed  and  tal- 
liaged  to  pay  for  this  rod  of  iron,  which  you  are  preparing  for 
them !" 
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"  Now,  Sir,  I  come  to  a  point,  in  which  I  think  you  may  be 
said  to  have  given  some  protection ;  I  mean  the  protection  of 
your  fleet  to  the  American  commerce.  And  even  here  I  am 
at  a  loss  by  what  terms  to  call  it ;  whether  you  are  protecting 
yourselves  or  them.  Theirs  are  your  cargoes,  your  manufac- 
tures, your  commerce,  your  navigation.  Every  ship  from 
America  is  bound  to  Britain.  None  enter  an  American  port 
but  British  ships  and  men.  \Vhile  you  are  defending  the 
American  commerce,  you  are  defending  Leeds  and  Halifax, 
Sheffield  and  Birmingham,  Manchester  and  Hull,  Bristol  and 
Liverpool,  London,  Dublin,  Glasgow.  However,  as  our  fleet 
does  protect  whatever  commerce  belongs  to  them,  let  that  be 
set  to  the  account.  It  is  an  argument  to  them  as  well  as  to 
us.  As  it  has  been  the  sole  policy  of  this  kingdom,  for  ages, 
by  the  operation  of  every  commercial  act  of  parliament,  to 
make  the  American  commerce  totally  subservient  to  our  own 
convenience,  the  least  that  we  owe  to  them  in  return  is  pro- 
teaion." 
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OF  THE  BENEFITS  REAPED  BY  GREAT  BRITAIN  FROM  THE 
AMERICAN  TRADE. 

1.  If  50  immense  a  gain,  of  which  she  retains  a  mighty  SECT.  V 
part  in  her  actual  North  American  possessions,  accrued 
Great  Britain  from  the  military  efforts  of  the  thirteen  colonies, 
the  advantages  which  she  found  in  her  commercial  connexion 
with  them,  were  not  less  considerable.  Before  any  thing  had 
been  expended  upon  them,  they  began  to  enrich  the  treasury, 
and  feed  the  strength  of  the  mother  country,  by  augmenting 
her  shipping,  giving  double  activity  to  her  trade  and  manufac- 
tures, and  even  accelerating  the  increase  of  her  population. 
These  effects  were  quickly  perceived  and  announced  by  those 
of  her  earliest  writers  in  political  economy,  to  whom  she  has 
^signed  the  first  rank  among  their  cotemporaries.  To  begin 
with  the  testimony  of  Sir  Josiah  Child.  "  England  has  con- 
stantly improved  in  people,  since  our  settlement  upon  the  plan- 
tations in  America.  We  are  very  great  gainers  by  the  direct 
trade  of  New  with  Old  England.  Our  yearly  exportations  of 
English  manufactures,  malt  and  other  goods  from  hence 
thither,  amounting,  in  my  opinion,  to  ten  times  the  value  of 
what  is  imported  from  thence,  which  calculation  I  do  not  make 
at  random,  but  upon  mature  consideration,  and  peradventure, 
upon  as  much  experience  in  this  trade,  as  any  other  person  will 
pretend  to."*  "  The  plantations,"  says  Davenant,  are  a 
spring  of  wealth  to  this  nation ;  they  work  for  us,  and  their 
treasure  centres  all  here.  It  is  better  our  islands  should  be 
supplied  from  the  northern  colonies  than  from  England — the 
provisions  to  be  sent  to  them  would  be  the  unimproved  pro- 
duct of  the  earth,  whereas  the  goods  which  we  send  to  the 
northern  colonies,  are  such  whose  improvement  may  be  justly 
said,  one  with  another,  to  be  near  four-fourths  of  the  value  of 
the  whole  commodity."! 


*  Discourse  on  Trade,  chap.  x. 
t  Discourse  on  Plantation  Trade  . 
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FART  I.  "  An  immense  wealth,"  says  Gee,*  "  has  accrued  to  us  by 
the  labour  and  industry  of  those  people  that  have  settled  in  our 
colonies.  Of  all  the  methods  of  enlarging  our  trade,  the  best 
was  the  finding  out  of  our  plantations— the  tobacco  and  sugar 
plantations  were  indeed  the  cause  of  increasing  our  shipping 
and  navigation.  If  we  examine  into  the  circumstances  of  the 
inhabitants  of  our  plantations,  it  will  appear  that  not  one-fourth 
part  of  their  product  redounds  to  their  own  profit.  There  are 
very  few  trading  or  manufacturing  towns  in  the  kingdom,  but 
have  some  dependence  on  the  plantation  trade." 

"  New  England  and  the  northern  colonies  have  not  com- 
modities and  products  enough  to  send  us  in  return  for  purchasing 
their  necessary  clothing,  but  are  under  very  great  difficulties, 
and  therefore  any  ordinary  sort  sells  with  them;  and  when 
they  are  grown  out  of  fashion  with  us,  they  are  new  fashioned 
enough  there ;  and  therefore  those  places  are  the  great  markets 
we  have  to  dispose  of  such  goods,  which  are  generally  sent 
at  the  risk  of  the  shop-keepers  and  traders  of  England,  who 
are  the  great  exporters,  and  not  the  inhabitants  of  the  colonies, 
as  some  have  imagined.  As  the  colonies  are  a  market  for 
those  sort  of  goods,  so  they  are  a  receptacle  for  young  mer- 
chants who  have  not  stocks  of  their  own;  and  therefore  all 
our  plantations  are  filled  with,  such  who  receive  the  consign- 
ments of  their  friends  from  hence ;  and  when  they  have  got  a 
sufficient  stock  to  trade  with,  they  generally  return  home,  and 
other  young  men  take  their  places ;  so  that  the  continual  mo- 
tion and  intercourse  our  people  have  in  the  cglonies,  may  be 
compared  to  bees  of  a  hive,  which  go  out  empty,  but  come 
back  again  loaded,  by  which  means  the  foundation  of  many 
families  is  laid.  The  numbers  of  sailors  and  other  tradesmen, 
who  have  all  their  dependence  upon  this  traffic,  are  prodigiously 
great.  Our  factors,  who  frequent  the  northern  colonies,  being 
under  difficulties  to  make  returns  for  such  goods  as  they  dis- 
pose of,  what  gold,  silver,  logwood,  and  other  commodities 
they  trade  for  upon  the  Spanish  coast,  is  sent  home  to  England ; 
as  also  oyl,  w^hale-fins,  and  many  other  goods.  Likewise 
another  great  part  in  returns  is  made  by  ships,  built  there,  and 
disposed  of  in  the  Streights,  and  other  parts  of  Europe,  and 
the  money  remitted  to  us." 

"  There  is  another  advantage  we  receive  from  our  planta- 
tions, which  is  hardly  so  much  as  thought  on ;  I  mean  the 
prodigious  increase  of  our  shipping,  by  the  timber  trade  be- 
tween Portugal,  &c.  and  our  plantations,  which  ought  to  have 


On  the  Trade  and  Navig-ation  of  Great  Britain,  chap.  jaxi. 
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all  possible  encouragement;  for  by  it  we  have  crept  into  all  SECT.V. 
the  corners  of  Europe,  and  become  the  common  carriers  in  ni^-v^^ 
the  Mediterranean,  as  well  as  between  the  Mediterranean, 
Holland,  Hambr'o,  and  the  Baltic,  and  this  is  the  cause  of  so 
great  an  addition  to  our  shipping,  and  the  reason  why  the 
Dutch,  &c.  are  so  exceedingly  sunk." 

"  We  have  a  great  many  young  men  who  are  bred  to  the 
sea,  and  have  friends  to  support  them  ;  if  they  cannot  get  em- 
ployment at  home,  they  go  to  New  England,  and  the  northern 
colonies,  with  a  cargo  of  goods,  which  they  there  sell  at 
a  very  great  profit,  and  with  the  produce  build  a  ship,  and 
purchase  a  loading  of  lumber,  and  sail  for  Portugal  or  the 
Streights,  &c.  and  after  disposing  of  their  cargoes  there,  fre- 
quently ply  from  port  to  port  in  the  Mediterranean,  till  they 
have  cleared  so  much  money  as  will  in  a  good  part  pay  for  the 
first  cost  of  the  cargo  carried  out  by  them,  and  then  perhaps 
sell  their  ships,  come  home,  take  up  another  cargo  from  their 
employers,  and  so  go  back  and  build  another  ship;  by  this 
means  multitudes  of  seamen  are  brought  up,  and  upon  a  war 
the  nation  better  provided  with  a  greater  number  of  sailors 
than  hath  been  heretofore  known.  Here  the  master  becomes 
merchant  also,  and  many  of  them  gain  by  this  lumber  trade 
great  estates,  and  a  vast  treasure  is  thereby  yearly  brought  into 
the  kingdom,  in  a  way  new  and  unknown  to  our  forefathers, 
for  indeed  it  is  gaining  the  timber  trade,  (heretofore  carried 
on  by  the  Danes  and  Swedes,)  our  plantations  being  nearer 
the  markets  of  Portugal  and  Spain  than  the}'  are." 

The  great  productiveness  of  the  colonies  to  the  mother 
country,  thus  recognized  before  the  expiration,  and  at  the  be- 
ginning, of  the  eighteenth  century,  increased  in  a  geometrical 
progression  from  that  period,  and  drew  equally  pointed  ac- 
knowledgments from  later  writers.  In  the  year  1728,  Sir 
William  Keith,  a  man  of  superior  sagacity,  who  had  occupied 
the  station  of  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  and  investigated  per- 
sonally and  in  complete  detail,  the  commercial  relations  of 
North  America  with  the  other  parts  of  the  British  empire, 
submitted  to  the  British  government  a  very  able  discourse  on 
the  subject,*  in  which  he  presented  the  following  summary  of 
what  he  styled  "  the  principal  benefits  then  arising  to  Great 
Britain  from  the  trade  of  the  colonies." 

"  1 .  The  colonies  take  oflP  and  consume  above  one-sixth 
part  of  the  woollen  manufactures  exported  from  Great  Britain ; 


*  See  the  whole  of  tliis  curious  and  Interesting-  paper,  in  Burk's  History 
of  Virginia,  vol.  ii.  chap,  ii. 
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I.  which  is  the  chief  staple  of  England,  and  the  main  support  of 
the  landed  interest. 

"  2.  They  take  off  and  consume  more  than  double  that  value 
in  linen  and  calicoes,  which  are  partly  the  product  of  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  partly  the  profitable  returns  made  for  that 
product  when  carried  to  foreign  counti'ies. 

"  3.  The  luxury  of  the  colonies,  which  increases  daily,  con- 
sumes great  quantities  of  English  manufactured  silks,  haber- 
dashery, household  furniture,  and  trinkets  of  all  sorts,  as  also 
a  very  considerable  value  in  East  India  goods. 

"  4.  A  great  revenue  is  raised  to  the  crown  of  Britain  by 
returns  made  in  the  produce  of  the  plantations,  especially  to- 
bacco; which  at  the  same  time  helps  England  to  bring  nearer 
to  a  balance  her  unprofitable  trade  with  France. 

"  5.  These  colonies  promote  the  interest  and  trade  of  Bri- 
tain, by  a  vast  increase  of  shipping  and  seamen,  which  enables 
them  to  carr}^  great  quantities  of  fish  to  Spain,  Portugal,  Leg- 
horn, &c.j  furs,  logwood,  and  rice,  to  Holland,  where  they 
keep  Great  Britain  considerably  in  the  balance  of  trade  with 
those  countries. 

6.  If  reasonably  encouraged,  the  colonies  are  now  in  a 
condition  to  furnish  Britain  with  as  much  of  the  follov/ing 
commodities  as  it  can  demand,  viz :  masting  for  the  navy  and 
all  sorts  of  timber,  hemp,  flax,  pitch,  tar,  oil,  rosin,  copper  ore, 
with  pig  and  bar  iron;  by  means  whereof  the  balance  of  trade 
to  Russia  and  the  Baltic,  may  be  very  much  reduced  in  favour 
of  Great  Britain. 

"  7.  The  profits  arising  to  all  those  colonies  by  ti  ade,  are 
returned  in  bullion,  or  rather  useful  effects,  to  Great  Britain ; 
where  the  superfluous  cash,  and  other  riches,  acquired  in 
America,  must  centre  ;  which  is  not  one  of  the  least  securities 
that  Britain  has,  to  keep  the  colonies  always  in  due  subjection. 

8.  The  colonies  upon  the  main  are  the  granary  of  Ameri- 
ca, and  a  necessary  support  to  the  sugar  plantations,  in  the 
West  Indies,  which  could  not  subsist  without  them." 

To  exemplify  further  the  nature  of  this  commercial  inter- 
course, for  Great  Britain,  I  will  quote  the  case  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland,  as  Macpherson  represents  it  for  the  year  1731,  from 
the  best  authorities  of  that  day.* 

"  Virginia  and  Maryland  are  most  valuable  acquisitions  to 
Britain,  as  well  for  their  great  staple  commodity,  tobacco,  as 
for  pitch,  tar,  furs,  deer  skins,  walnut  tree  planks,  iron  in  pigs, 
and  medicinal  drugs.    Both  together  send  annually  to  Great 


*  Annals  of  Commerce,  vol.  ili. 
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Britain,  60,000  hogsheads  of  tobacco,  weighing,  one  with  SECT.  V. 
anotlier,  600  pounds  weight,  which  at  2\d,  per  pound,  comes  v^-y-^^ 
to  ^375,000.  And  the  shipping  employed  to  bring  home 
their  tobacco,  must  be  at  least  24,000  tons  ;  which  at  =glO  per 
ton,  is  ^240,000,  the  value  of  the  shipping ;  the  greatest  part 
thereof  by  far  being  English-built,  continually  and  constantly 
fitted  and  repaired  in  England.  The  freight  at  ll,  \0s.  per 
hogshead,  (the  lowest,)  is  ^90,000 ;  and  the  petty  charges  and 
commission,  on  each  hogshead,  not  less  than  |gl  or  ^60,000; 
which,  making  together  ^150,000,  we  undoubtedly  receive 
from  those  two  provinces  upon  tobacco  only.  The  net  pro- 
ceeds of  the  tobacco  may  be  ^225,000,  on  which  there  may 
be  about  five  per  cent,  commission  and  petty  charges,  being 
^11,250.  There  is  also  imported  in  the  tobacco  ships  from 
those  two  provinces,  lumber,  to  the  value  of  ^15,000,  two- 
thirds  whereof  is  clear  gain,  it  not  costing  =g4,000,  in  that 
country,  first  cost  in  goods ;  and  as  it  is  the  master's  privilege, 
there  is  no  freight  paid  for  it.  Skins  and  furs,  about  =g6,000 
value ;  ^4,000  of  which  is  actual  gain  to  England.  So  the 
whole  gain  to  England  amounts  to  about  ^180,000,  annually: 
and  moreover  the  whole  produce  of  these  two  provinces  is 
paid  for  in  goods." 

Postlethwayt,  who  published  his  Universal  Dictionary  of 
Trade  in  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  bears  a  most  emphatic 
general  testimony.  "  Our  trade  and  navigation,"  says  this  , 
erudite  merchant,  "  are  greatly  increased  by  our  colonies ;  they 
are  a  source  of  treasure  and  naval  power  to  this  kingdom. 
Before  their  settlements — our  manufactures  were  few,  and 
those  but  indifferent — the  number  c English  merchants  very 
small,  and  the  whole  shipping  of  the  nation  much  inferior  to 
what  now  belongs  to  the  northern  colonies  only.  These  are 
certain  facts.  But  since  their  establishment,  our  situation  has 
altered  for  the  better  almost  to  a  degree  beyond  credibility. 
Our  manufactures  are  prodigiously  increased, — chiefly  by 
the  demand  for  them  in  the  plantations,  where  they  at  least 
take  off  one-half,  and  supply  us  with  many  valuable  commo- 
dities for  exportation,  which  is  as  great  an  emolument  to  the 
mother  kingdom  as  to  the  plantations  themselves,"  &c. 

The  North  American  export  trade  of  Great  Britain  amount- 
ed, at  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century,  to  something 
less  than  four  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling ;  then  no  in- 
considerable portion  of  her  whole  exports.  It  had  attained 
before  the  separation — to  three  millions  and  an  half  sterling, 
nearly  one-fourth  of  her  whole  cotemporaneous  export  trade, 
the  product  of  centuries  of  intercourse  with  all  the  worl(i. 
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PART  I.  The  particular  instance  of  the  Pennsylvania  trade  furnished  ait 
^^-^'■v-^-^  illustration  of  the  general  increase,  wliich  struck  the  British 
statesmen  with  admiration.  In  the  year  1704,  that  province 
consumed  only  ^11,459  in  value  of  foreign  commodities  :  in 
1772,  fifty  times  as  much;  in  this  last  year  the  export  to  it 
from  Great  Britain  was  upwards  of  half  a  million  sterling. 

The  exports  to  the  North  American  colonies  alone — ex- 
cluding the  portion  of  the  African  trade  to  be  set  down  to 
their  account, — was  one  million  on  an  average,  from  1739  to 
1756 — two  million  three  hundred  thousand  from  1756  to 
1773 — three  millions  and  an  half  on  a  medium  of  the  years 
1771,  1772,  1773.  The  proportion  of  British  goods  to  foreign 
goods  exported  to  North  America,  was  of  three-fourths  British 
and  one-fourth  foreign ;  whereas  to  the  West  Indies,  it  was  of 
two-thirds  British  and  one-third  foreign. 

The  foreign  and  circuitous  trade  of  the  northern  colonies, 
which  was  prosecuted  only  by  a  necessary  relaxation,  or  by 
an  evasion,  of  the  navigation  act,  redounded  equally  to  the 
profit  of  the  mother  country.  It  enabled  the  colonies  to  pay, 
and  consequently  led  them  to  call,  for  a  greater  quantity  of 
her  manufactures.  It  is  thus  fully  and  accurately  described 
in  the  third  volume  of  Macpherson's  Annals.  "  The  old 
northern  colonies  in  America,  it  is  well  known,  had  very  few 
articles  fit  for  the  British  market;  and  yet  they  every  year 
took  off  large  quantities  of  merchandise  from  Great  Britain,  for 
which  they  made  payments  with  tolerable  regularity.  Though 
they  could  not,  like  the  Spanish  colonists,  dig  the  money  out 
of  their  own  soil,  they  found  means  to  make  a  great  part  of 
their  remittances  in  gold  and  silver  dug  out  of  the  Spanish 
mines.  This  they  effected  by  being  great  carriers,  and  by  a 
circuitous  commerce,  carried  on  in  small  vessels,  chiefly  with 
the  foreign  West  India  settlements,  to  which  they  took  lum- 
ber of  all  sorts,  fish  of  an  inferior  quality,  beef,  pork,  butter, 
horses,  poultry,  and  other  live  stock ;  an  inferior  kind  of  to- 
bacco, corn,  flour,  bread,  cyder,  and  even  apples,  cabbages, 
and  onions,  &c.;  and  also  vessels,  built  at  a  small  expense,  the 
materials  being  almost  all  within  themselves;  for  which  they 
received  in  return  mostly  silver  and  gold,  some  of  which  re- 
mained as  current  coin  among  themselves;  but  the  greatest 
part  was  remitted  home  to  Britain,  and  together  with  bills  of 
exchange,  generally  remitted  to  London  for  the  proceeds  of 
their  best  fish,  sold  in  the  Roman  Catholic  countries  of  Europe, 
served  to  pay  for  the  goods  they  received  from  the  mother 
country.  This  trade  united  all  the  advantages,  w^hich  the 
wisest  and  most  philanthropic  philosopher,  or  the  most  en- 
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lightened  legislator,  could  wish  to  derive  from  commerce.  It  SECT.  V. 
grave  bread  to  the  industrious  in  North  America,  by  carrying 
off  their  lumber,  which  must  otherwise  rot  on  their  hands,  and 
their  fish,  great  part  of  which,  without  it  would  be  absolutely 
unsaleable, together  with  their  spare  produce  and  stock  of  every 
kind;  it  furnished  the  West  India  planters  with  those  articles, 
without  which  the  operations  of  their  plantations  must  be  at  a 
stand;  and  it  produced  a  fund  for  employing  a  great  number  of 
industrious  manufacturers  in  Great  Britain;  thus  taking  off  the 
superfluities,  providing  for  the  necessities,  and  promoting  the 
happiness  of  all  concerned." 

Lord  Sheffield  even,  makes  the  acknowledgment,  that,  by 
this  circuitous  commerce,  they  must,  in  the  interval  between  the 
years  1700  and  1773,  have  obtained  from  other  countries,  and 
remitted  to  Great  Britain,  upwards  of  thirty  mUlions  sterling^'m. 
payment  of  goods  taken  from  her,  over  and  above  the  amount  of 
all  their  produce  and  fisheries  remitted  directly.^^  Mr.  Glover, 
in  the  beautiful  speech  which  he  delivered  at  the  bar  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  in  1775,  respecting  the  American  trade, 
presented,  among  many  striking  views  of  its  productiveness  to 
Great  Britain,  the  following :  "  Though  I  am  convinced,  that 
the  same  number  of  hands  at  least  is  devoted  to  agriculture  here, 
and  that  the  earth  at  a  medium  of  years  hath  yielded  the  same 
increase;  as  we  have  been  disposed  to  consume  it  all  among 
ourselves,  or  as  our  presumption  may  impute  the  scarcity  to 
Providence,  restraining  the  fertility  of  our  soil  for  ten  years  past, 
in  either  case  we  could  not  spare,  as  heretofore,  our  grain  to 
the  foreigner;  a  reduction  in  our  exports,  one  year  with  another, 
of  more  than  ^600,000.  The  American  subjects  took  place 
of  the  British  in  markets  we  could  no  longer  supply ;  extend- 
ed their  vent  from  season  to  season,  and  from  port  to  port,  and 
by  a  circui^ion  of  fresh  money,  thus  acquired  by  themselves, 
added  fresh  numbers  to  your  manufactures ;  the  rents  of  land 
increasing  at  the  same  time,  till  the  amount  of  exports  to  North 
America,  for  the  last  three  years  ending  at  Christmas,  1773, 
stands  upon  your  papers  at  ten  millions  and  a  half,  or  three 
millions  and  a  half  at  the  annual  medium." 

"  One  part  of  our  export  to  foreigners  is  supplied  by  colony 
produce,  tobacco,  rice,  sugar,  ^c.  through  Great  Britain,  for  a 
million  sterling  at  a  low  estimation.  There  is  a  known  export 
of  linen,  exceeding  ^200,000,  supplied  by  North  Britain  to 
England  for  American  use.  The  North  British  colony-export 
in  addition,  is  about  =^400,000,  by  far  the  greater  part  to 


*  Observations  on  the  Commerce  of  the  American  States,  1784, 
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PART  I.  the  tobacco  provinces.  The  whole  may  be  a  little  short  of 
^-^'v-^-'  ^700,000.  The  kingdom  of  Ireland  takes  from  England  little 
short  of  ^2,400,000  annually  in  goods.  How  doth  she  pay 
for  them  ?  A  large  part  in  linen  and  yarn ;  the  remainder  in 
cash,  acquired  by  her  foreign  traffic.  In  the  printed  report  to 
this  House,  from  their  linen  committee,  it  appears,  that,  in 
1771,  the  linen  made,  and  brought  to  market  for  sale  in  that 
kingdom,  for  its  own  use  and  ours,  amounted  to  ^2,150,000, 
and  the  yarn  exported  to  about  ^200,000.  This  immense  va- 
lue, the  employment  of  such  numbers,  hath  its  source  in  North 
America.  The  flax  seed  from  thence,  not  worth  ^40,000,  a 
trifle  to  that  continent,  forms  the  basis  of  Ireland,  and  reverts 
largely  in  manufacture  from  her  to  the  original  seat  of  growth. 
In  reply,  what  is  the  cry  of  my  magnanimous  countrymen 
without  doors  ?  Dignity  !  Supremacy  !  &c.  Upon  the  North 
American  imports  I  shall  only  remark,  that  the  most  considera- 
ble part  of  their  bulky  productions  is  bought  by  the  foreigner; 
and  of  the  amount  consumed  in  Great  Britain,  the  exchequer 
hath  a  capital  share," 

3.  In  the  calculation  which  Mr.  Burke  presented  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  in  his  speech  on  the  Conciliation  with 
America,  he  included  the  export  trade  of  Great  Britain  to  the 
West  Indies,  upon  the  ground  that  this  trade  and  the  North 
American  were  so  interwoven,  that  the  attempt  to  separate 
them  would  tear  to  pieces  the  contexture  of  the  whole,  and  if 
not  entirely  destroy,  very  much  depreciate  the  value  of  all  the 
parts.  The  observation  was  eminently  j  ust,  as  nothing  can  be 
more  certain,  than  that  the  prosperity  of  the  West  Indies 
would  have  been  infinitely  less,  without  their  trade  with  the 
North  American  colonies.  It  was  by  this  means  that  they  were 
enabled  to  yield  those  ample  benefits  which  Great  Britain 
derived  from  them,  in  the  great  consumption  and  increase  of 
her  manufactures;  in  the  employment  and  increase  of  her 
shipping  and  sailors;  in  the  enrichment  of  individuals ;  and  in 
the  abundance  of  the  valuable  produce  poured  into  her  lap. 
Great  as  these  benefits  were,  they  fell,  however,  far  short 
of  those  of  the  same  kind,  which  accrued  to  her  directly  from 
the  North  American  colonies.  For  five  years,  from  1754,  to 
1758,  inclusive,  her  exports  to  the  latter,  were,  in  the  total,  near 
eight  millions  sterling;  to  the  West  Indies,  not  four  millions; 
and  in  the  course  of  the  term  just  mentioned,  the  increase 
of  export  to  the  northern  colonies,  was  almost  four  mil- 
lions ;  whereas  that  to  the  West  Indies,  did  not  amount  to  half 
a  million. 
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The  value  of  the  provisions  sent  from  Great  Britain  to  her  SECT.  V. 
West  India  islands  was  trifling.  They  were  furnished  with  the  v^-v-«^ 
necessaries  of  life  by  the  North  American  colonies,  and  gene- 
rally at  about  half  the  price  at  which  they  could  have  been 
supplied  from  Great  Britain.  We  are  told  by  Dr.  Davenant,  in 
his  Discourse  on  the  Plantation  Trade,  that, "  before  the  period 
at  which  he  wrote,  (1698,)  so  little  care  was  taken  for  the  con- 
voys which  were  to  protect  the  supplies  of  provisions  for  the 
West  India  islands,  they  must,  many  times,  have  perished  for 
want,  if  they  had  not  been  supplied  by  the  northern  colonies." 
The  mother  country,  was,  indeed,  for  the  most  part,  unable  to 
supply  them  at  all,  and  occasionally  indebted  to  the  same  source 
as  her  islands,  for  her  vital  sustenance.  "  Our  harvests,"  says 
an  able  English  writer,*  "  in  a  series  of  years  were  not  suffi- 
ciently productive  to  afford  support  to  the  people ;  whilst  Ame- 
rica was  blessed  with  abundance,  and  like  another  Egypt  to 
another  Canaan,  relieved  us  from  the  apprehension  of  a  want  of 
food,  and  from  the  danger  of  popular  commotions,  to  obtain  by 
force  what  the  poor  were  not  able  to  procure  by  purchase.  Such 
was  the  scarcity  of  corn  in  this  country,  at  the  period  preceding 
the  American  war,  that  even  the  immense  importations  from 
thence  proved  no  more  than  a  bare  supply." 

To  this  state  of  things,  Mr.  Burke  thus  eloquently  alludes, 
in  the  speech  mentioned  above.  "  For  some  time  past  the  old 
world  has  been  fed  from  the  new.  The  scarcity  which  you 
have  felt,  would  have  been  a  desolating  famine,  if  this  child  of 
your  old  age,  with  a  true  filial  piety,  with  a  Roman  charity, 
had  not  put  the  full  breast  of  its  youthful  exuberance  to  the 
mouth  of  its  exhausted  parent." 


*  Richard  Champion,  Esq.  deputy  pay  master  general  of  his  Britannic 
majesty's  forces,  (1784,)  in  his  reply  to  Lord  Sheffield's  pamphlet.  On  the 
head  of  the  provision  for  the  West  Indies,  the  same  enlightened  economist 
makes  the  following  remarks,  "  It  has  been  asked  by  the  noble  lord,  how 
did  the  West  India  colonies  subsist,  during  the  war,  when  even  Canada  and 
Nova  Scotia,  any  more  than  England,  were  not  open  to  them,  without  great 
expense  and  risque  ?  To  this  question,  it  is  to  be  answered,  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  Windward  and  Leeward  Islands  were  in  possession  of  the 
French  ;  and  the  three  which  remained  in  our  hands,  were  frequently  re- 
duced to  great  distress.  The  planters  in  some  of  them  compromised  the 
labour  of  their  slaves  for  a  slender  daily  food.  The  situation  of  Bermuda  was 
so  deplorable,  that  some  of  the  poorest  inhabitants  were  actually  famished ; 
and  it  was  owing  to  the  humanity  of  the  Americans  -who  suffered  them,  upon 
their  appUcatiefiy  to  supply  themselves  -with  provisions  from  their  states,  (from 
Delaware  and  Connecticut  in  particular,)  that  the  whole  people  did  not 
perish  for  want." 
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Besides  provisions,  supplies  of  other  kinds,  which  might  be 
also  said  to  have  been  indispensable,  and  unattainable  from  any- 
other  quarter,  were  carried  to  the  West  Indies  by  the  North 
American  colonies.  We  are  told  by  the  English  writers,  that 
not  less  than  one  hundred  thousand  casks  and  puncheons  were, 
in  a  year,  made  in  Jamaica,  from  American  staves  and  head- 
ing; that  the  different  towns  and  the  buildings  in  most  of  the 
settlements  upon  the  sea  coast  of  that  island,  were  constructed 
with  timber  imported  from  America,  and  that  the  same  use 
of  those  articles, — many  of  them  in  a  greater  proportion,-— 
prevailed  in  the  other  sugar  islands.  Bryan  Edwards*  esti- 
mated the  whole  value  of  the  American  commodities  im- 
ported into  them  annually,  at  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
pounds  sterling.  The  Americans  received  West  India  pro- 
duce in  barter,  to  the  amount  of  about  two-thirds,  and  the 
excess  of  one-third  found  its  way  to  England  for  the  purchase 
or  payment  of  goods.  Sugar  to  a  great  amount,  and  a  vast 
quantity  of  rum,  saleable  at  no  other  than  the  American  mar- 
ket, were  among  the  chief  articles  taken  in  return.  Some 
short  extracts  from  the  testimony  M'hich  the  West  India  mer- 
chants gave  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  1775, 
will  exhibit  this  intercourse  with  more  minuteness  and  au- 
thority. 

"  North  America  is  truly  the  granary  of  the  West  Indies: 
from  thence  they  draw  the  great  quantities  of  flour  and  bis- 
cuit, for  the  use  of  one  class  of  people,  and  of  Indian  corn, 
for  the  support  of  all  the  others;  for  the  support  not  of  man 
only,  but  of  every  animal ;  for  the  use  of  man,  horses,  swine, 
sheep,  poultry.  North  America  also  'furnishes  the  West  In- 
dies with  rice.  Rice,  a  more  expensive  diet,  and  less  capa- 
ble of  sustaining  the  body  under  hard  labour,  is  of  a  more 
limited  consumption,  but  it  is  a  necessary  indulgence  for  the 
young,  the  sick,  the  weakly,  amongst  the  common  people,  and 
the  negroes.  North  America  not  only  furnishes  the  West 
Indies  with  bread,  but  with  meat,  with  sheep,  poultry,  and 
some  live  cattle;  but  the  demand  for  these  is  infinitely  short  of 
the  demand  for  the  salted  beef,  pork  and  fish.  Salted  fish 
{if  the  expression  may  be  permitted  in  contrast  with  bread,) 
is  the  meat  of  all  the  lower  ranks  of  people  in  Barbadoes,  and 
the  Leeward  Islands.  It  is  the  meat  of  all  the  slaves  in  the 
West  Indies.  Nor  is  it  disdained  by  persons  of  better  con- 
dition.   The  North  American  navigation  also'furnishes  the 


*  Thoug-hts  on  the  cormexion  between  America  and  the  West  Indies. 
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sugar  colonies  with  salt  from  Turk's  Island,  Sal  Tortuga,  and  SECT.  v. 
Anguilla,  although  these  islands  are  themselves  a  part  of  the  v^^v-^ 
West  Indies.    The  testimony  which  some  experience  has  en- 
abled me  to  bear,  you  will  find  confirmed  by  official  accounts." 

"  For  almost  every  purpose  of  the  carpenter  and  the  cooper, 
it  is  the  lumber  of  North  America  that  is  used.  The  part 
which  is  furnished  by  the  middle  colonies  of  North  America, 
is  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  others.  Without  lumber  to  re- 
pair the  buildings  they  run  immediately  to  decay.  And  with- 
out lumber  for  the  proper  packages  for  sugar,  and  to  contain 
rum,  they  cannot  be  sold  at  market ;  they  cannot  even  be  kept 
at  home." 

"  As  to  rum,  the  dependence  of  all  the  islands,  except  Ja- 
maica, is  as  great  upon  the  middle  colonies  of  North  Ame- 
rica, for  the  consumption  of  their  rum,  as  it  is  for  subsistence 
and  for  lumber.  The  rum  of  Barbadoes,  the  Leeward  Islands, 
and  the  government  of  Granada,  does  not  come  into  England, 
except  in  small  portions.  It  goes  in  part  to  Ireland ;  and  all 
the  rest,  the  great  quantity,  is  distributed  chiefly  among  the 
middle  colonies  of  North  America,  agreeable  to  the  law  of  re- 
ciprocal exchange." 

4.  The  mother  country  was  benefitted  in  her  eastern  em- 
pire, by  the  great  consumption  of  tea  in  North  America. 
Our  advocates  in  England,  during  the  disputes  which  imme- 
diately preceded,  the  rupture,  alleged  that  her  usual  annual  de- 
mand had  amounted  to  ^600,000  sterling,  besides  great  sums 
for  piece-goods  and  china  ware.  It  is  suggested  in  Macpher- 
son's  Annals  of  Commerce,^*  that  there  was  probably,  some 
exaggeration  in  this  statement ;  but  admitting  the  amount  to 
have  been  less,  it  must  still  have  formed  an  important  contri- 
bution to  the  funds  of  the  East  India  Company. 

Of  the  vast  quantities  of  lumber  imported  by  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  no  inconsiderable  part  was  drawn  from  the 
middle  colonies  of  North  America.  The  trade  arising  out 
of  the  cod  fishery,  furnished  near  one  half  of  the  remittances,^- 
from  the  New  England  provinces  to  the  mother  country. 
The  produce  of  their  cod  fishery  was  divided  into  two- 
fifths  of  salted  fish  for  the  European  market,  and  three- 
fifths  for  the  West  India  market,  and  the  amounts  of  sales 
in  the  European  continental  markets,  went  to  Great  Britain 
in  payment  of  goods  purchased  there.  The  spermaceti, 
whale  oil,  and  whale  bone,  proceeding  from  the  whale  fishery, 
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as  well  as  the  greater  part  of  the  cod  oil,  were  sent  to  Great 
Britain,  and  ministered  essentially  to  her  manufactures.  Ac- 
cording to  the  statements  made  in  1775,  by  the  merchants  en- 
gaged in  the  American  trade,  to  the  House  of  Commons,  the 
fishery  generally,  and  carr}dng  the  fish  to  market  from  New 
England,  employed  at  that  period  about  fourteen  hundred  and 
fifty  vessels,  of  one  hundred  thousand  tons  burthen,  and 
eleven  thousand  fishermen  and  seamen. 

The  growth  and  extent  of  the  American  fisheries  are  thus 
exhibited  by  Seybert  in  his  Statistics.  "  In  1670,  the  cod 
fishery  was  commenced  by  the  people  in  New  England ;  such 
was  their  application,  that  in  1675,  they  had  in  this  employ- 
ment six  hundred  and  sixty-five  vessels,  which  measured 
25,650  tons,  and  navigated  by  4,405  seamen;  at  that  early 
period,  they  caught  at  the  rate  of  from  350,000  to  400,000 
quintals  of  fish  per  annum.  In  1715,  our  fishermen  first  pur- 
sued the  whale.  The  fish  then  known  as  the  Greenland  whale, 
frequented  our  northern  coasts ;  in  a  very  short  time,  the  ac- 
tivity and  success  of  the  colonists  in  taking  them,  forced  them 
into  more  southern  latitudes,  where  the  intruders  were  follow- 
ed by  the  harpoons  of  their  former  enemies ;  they  were  chased 
off  the  Azores,  along  the  coast  of  Africa  and  Brazil,  to  the 
remote  regions  of  Falkland's  Island.  The  discovery  of  a  new 
species  of  whale  was  the  consequence  of  this  extensive  and  pe- 
rilous circumnavigation ;  the  new  fish  was  found  to  be  more 
valuable  than  that  on  our  northern  coasts  ;  to  it  they  gave  the 
name  of  the  spermaceti  whale." 

"  In  1771,  the  Americans  employed  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
three  vessels,  measuring  13,820  tons,  in  the  northern;  and  one 
hundred  and  twenty-one  vessels,  measuring  14,020  tons,  in 
the  southern  whale  fisher)^ ;  these  vessels  gave  employment 
to  4,059  seamen.  From  1771  to  1775,  Massachusetts  em- 
ployed annually  one  hundred  and  eighty-three  vessels,  of 
13,120  tons,  in  the  northern  whale  fishery,  and  one  hundred 
and  twent}' one  vessels,  of  14,026  tons,  in  the  southern ;  na- 
vigated by  4,059  seamen." 

"  Before  the  revolutionary  war,  the  small  island  of  Nan- 
tucket had  sixtv-five  ships,  of  4,875  tons,  annuall}^  employed 
in  the  northern ;  and  eighty-five  ships,  of  10,200  tons,  in  the 
southern  fishery."* 

*  Feb.  9,  1778,  on  the  examination  of  witnesses  at  the  bar  of  Parliament, 
respecting  the  commercial  losses  by  the  war  with  America — "  Mr.  George 
Davis  averred  that  he  had  been  twenty-six  years  concerned  in  the  whale  and 
cod  fishery ;  in  respect  to  the  former,  he  tried  to  take  -whales  tvith  men  from 
England,  but  though  they  could  strike  them,  and  had  struck  several  of  late 
he  had  not  as  yet  taken  one,"  &c. 
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The  fact  is  not  a  little  significative,  that  for  the  encourage-  SECT.  V. 
ment  of  the  British  fisheries  separately,  oil  and  whale  fins,  v^^v^^ 
taken  in  ships  belonging"  to  Great  Britain,  were  allowed  to  be 
imported  in  her  vessels,  duty  free  ;  while  a  duty  was  imposed 
on  the  importation  of  the  same  articles,  taken  or  imported  in 
vessels  belonging  to  the  plantations.  Few  of  my  readers  can 
be  strangers  to  the  splendid  panegyric  of  Burke  upon  the  un- 
paralleled industry  and  hardihood  displayed  by  New  England 
in  the  pursuit  of  the  whale.  It  may  not  be  unseasonable  to  re- 
call the  rebuke  addressed  to  the  British  Parliament,  with  which 
he  prefaced  it,  as  well  as  the  merit  which  he  commemorated, 
"  As  to  the  wealth  which  the  colonies  have  drawn  from  the  sea 
by  their  fisheries,  you  had  all  that  matter  fully  opened  at  your 
bar.  You  surely  thought  those  acquisitions  of  value,  since 
they  seemed  even  to  excite  your  envy ;  and  yet  the  spirit  by 
which  that  enterprising  employment  has  been  exercised,  ought 
rather,  in  my  opinion,  to  have  raised  your  admiration.  What 
in  the  world  is  equal  to  it,"  &c. 

5.  So  considerable  a  trade  as  that  between  the  colonies 
and  the  rest  of  the  British  empire  produced  a  correspondent 
increase  of  shipping.  The  one  hundred  thousand  hogsheads 
of  tobacco,  and  the  sixty  thousand  barrels  of  rice,*  annually 
imported  into  Great  Britain, — employed  in  the  transporta- 
tion, seventy  thousand  tons  of  shipping,  almost  wholly  be- 
longing to  her  ports.  Altogether,  one  thousand  and  seventy- 
eight  ships,  and  twenty-eight  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
ten  seamen,  were  engaged  in  the  American  trade.  The 
building  of  ships  for  sale  formed  a  material  branch  of  the 
industry  of  the  northern  and  middle  colonies,  and  was 
brought  to  great  perfection,  particularly  at  Philadelphia. 
They  supplied  the  mother  country  with  considerable  numbers, 
at  prices  much  inferior  to  the  standard  rate  of  her  cheapest 
ports.  She  found  an  important  advantage  in  this  supply,  in- 
asmuch as  it  was  necessary  to  the  support  of  her  carrying 


*  By  the  act  of  3  Geo.  II.  c.  28.  all  rice  was,  for  the  second  time,  declared 
to  be  among  the  enumerated  commodities,  which  were  to  pay  a  tax  on  be- 
ing transported  from  colony  to  colony,  and  which  could  not  be  carried  di- 
rectly to  any  foreign  market.  This  act  established,  however,  an  exception 
to  the  general  rule;  and  allowed  that  "any  of  his  majesty's  subjects,  in  any 
ship  or  vessel  bvilt  in  Great  Britain,  or  belonging  to  any  of  his  majesty's 
subjects  residing  in  Great  Bntain,  navigated  according  to  law,  and  having 
cleared  outward  in  any  port  of  Great  Britain  for  the  province  of  Carolin*, 
may  ship  rice  in  the  same  province,  and  carry  the  same  directly  to  any  part 
of  Europe,  to  the  southward  of  Cape  Finisterre." 
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I-  trade,  which,  to  use  the  language  of  her  writers,  "  attained 
to  an  amazing  height  by  the  aid  of  her  colonies."  She  was 
unable  to  provide  enough  of  ships  of  her  own  construction  to 
answer  her  purposes ;  and  this  is  attested  by  the  fact,  that  in 
the  course  of  the  revolutionary  war,  when  America  ceased  to 
be  the  provider,  the  foreign  shipping  employed  in  her  com- 
merce, which  before  had  borae  the  proportion  of  twelve  to 
forty,  rose  to  that  of  twenty-nine  to  thirty-five.  Of  the  ship- 
ping employed  in  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain,  398,000 
tons  were  of  the  built  of  America.  According  to  Dr.  Sey- 
bert's  Statistics,  the  proportion  of  the  tonnage  employed  in 
the  commerce  of  the  colonies  and  Great  Britain,  owned  by 
the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  amount  to  about  three  and 
two-third  eighths  ;  the  proportion  which  belonged  to  British 
merchants,  occasionally  resident  in  those  colonies,  was  about 
two-eighths,  making  together  nearly  six-eighths  of  the  whole, 
and  the  proportion  of  the  tonnage  so  employed,  which  belong- 
ed to  merchants,  who  were  natives  and  permanent  inhabitants 
of  those  colonies,  was  rather  more  than  two  and  one-third 
eighths  of  the  whole. 

Of  the  tonnage  employed  in  the  trade  of  the  colonies  with 
the  British  West  Indies,  five-eighths  belonged  to  merchants, 
who  were  permanent  inhabitants  of  those  colonies,  and  three- 
eighths  to  British  merchants,  who  resided  occasionally  in  the 
colonies. 

None  of  the  colonies  to  the  north  of  Maryland  ever  had  a 
balance  in  their  favour  in  the  trade  with  the  mother  country ; 
but  always,  on  the  contrary,  a  large  balance  against  them. 
The  exports  of  all  the  colonies,  for  the  year  1770,  amounted 
at  least  to  three  millions  sterling  ;^  the  whole  of  which  may 
be  said  to  have  turned  to  her  account.  What  she  did  not  con- 
sume herself  of  their  productions,  she  received  as  the  entre- 
pot for  Europe,  to  the  great  inconvenience  and  loss  of  the 
American  owner ;  and  the  proceeds  of  that  proportion  of  them 
— one-sixth  only — which  went  directly  from  America  to  con- 
tinental Europe,  were  invested  in  her  manufactures.  I  do 
not  think  it  necessary  to  mark  the  particular  utility  of  the 
several  articles  which  she  consumed,  and  will  content  myself 
on  this  head,  with  repeating  after  Mr.  Burke,  "  If  I  were  to 
detail  the  imports  of  England  from  North  America,  I  could 


*  *•  An  estimate  was  made  this  year,"  (1769)  says  Macplierson,  (Annals, 
vol.  iii.  p.  493,)  "  of  the  trade  of  the  North  American  Provinces,  including* 
Hudson's  Bay  and  Newfoundland ;  and  the  exports  from  Great  Britain,  are 
made  to  amount  to  3,370,900^.  and  the  exports  from  the  colonies  to 
3,924,626/."  &c. 
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show  how  many  enjoyments  they  procured,  which  deceive  the  SECT.  V. 
burden  of  life ;  how  many  materials  which  invigorated  the  Vi^-v-"^ 
springs  of  national  industry,  and  extended  and  animated  every 
part  of  British  foreign  and  domestic  commerce."  With  respect 
to  the  trade  with  the  Indians  in  America,  that  was  wholly  on 
account  of  Great  Britain.  Dr.  Franklin  stated,  in  his  exami- 
nation before  the  House  of  Commons,  what  could  not  be  de- 
nied,— that  this  trade  "  though  carried  on  in  America  was  not 
an  American  interest;  that  the  people  of  America  were  chiefly 
farmers  and  planters,  and  scarce  any  thing  which  they  raised 
or  produced  was  an  article  of  commerce  with  the  Indians ;  that 
the  Indian  trade  was  a  British  interest,*  was  carried  on  with 
British  manufactures  for  the  profit  of  British  merchants  and 
manufacturers." 

Connected  with  this  head  of  the  trade  between  the  colonies 
and  the  mother  country,  there  is  one  accusation  often  repeated 
against  the  former,  on  which  I  would  say  a  few  words :  I  allude 
to  their  pretended  backwardness  in  paying  their  debts  to  the 
British  merchants.  This  accusation  was  abundantly  refuted 
by  the  British  merchants  and  manufacturers  themselves ;  who 
bore  emphatic  testimony  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
in  1775,  of  the  fair  dealing  and  good  faith  of  their  American 
customers.  It  is,  moreover,  rendered  highly  improbable,  by 
the  fact,  that,  although  six  millions  sterling  were  owing  the 
latter,  in  December,  1774,  yet,  in  December,  1775,  two  mil- 
lions only  remained  to  be  paid ;  four  millions  having  been  re- 
mitted, even  when  a  separation  seemed  inevitable.^*  It  is 
true,  that  at  an  earlier  period,  some  few  British  traders  had 
complained  of  the  laws  in  force  in  the  plantations,  for  the  re- 
covery of  debts,  and  that  parliament  had,  in  consequence, 
passed  a  tyrannical  bill,f  which  altered  the  nature  of  evidence 
in  their  courts  of  common  law,  and  the  nature  of  their  estates, 
by  treating  real  estates  as  chattels.  To  facilitate  the  proof 
and  recovery  of  debts,  it  enacted,  that  an  affidavit  taken  be- 
fore the  mayor,  or  other  chief  magistrate  of  any  town  in  Eng- 
land, and  properly  authenticated,  should  be  received  as  legal 
evidence  in  all  the  courts  of  the  plantations,  and  have  the  same 
force  and  effect  as  the  personal  oath  of  the  plaintiff  made  there 
in  open  court ;  and  that  lands,  houses,  negroes,  and  all  real 
estate  whatsoever,  should  be  liable  to,  and  chargeable  with  all 
debts  due  either  to  the  king,  or  any  of  his  subjects,  and  be  as- 
sets for  the  satisfaction  thereof,  &c. 


*  Champion,  p.  269. 
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PART  I.  6.  On  this  subject  of  the  trade  of  America  with  the  mother 
"^^--^-^^  country,  it  would  have  been  almost  enough  to  have  cited  the 
testimony  borne  by  Mr.  Burke  and  Lord  Chatham.  The  fol- 
lowing passage  of  the  speech  of  the  former,  on  the  Concilia- 
tion with  America,  arose  immediately  out  of  his  consideration 
of  the  custom  house  returns,  and  of  the  evidence  of  notorious 
facts.  "  The  trade  with  America  alone  is  now  within  less 
than  ^500,000  of  being  equal  to  what  this  great  commercial 
nation,  England,  carried  on  at  the  beginning  of  this  century 
with  the  whole  world!  If  I  had  taken  the  largest  year  of  those 
on  your  table,  it  would  rather  have  exceeded.  But,  it  will  be 
said,  is  not  this  American  trade  an  unnatural  protuberance, 
that  has  drawn  the  juices  from  the  rest  of  the  body?  The  re- 
verse. It  is  the  very  food  that  has  nourished  every  other  part 
into  its  present  magnitude.  Our  general  trade  has  been  greatly 
augmented;  and  augmented  more  or  less,  in  almost  every  part 
to  which  it  ever  extended ;  but  with  this  material  difference ; 
that  of  the  six  millions  which  in  the  beginning  of  the  century, 
constituted  the  whole  mass  of  our  export  commerce,  the  colony 
trade  was  about  one-twelfth  part;  it  is  now  (as  a  part  of  sixteen 
millions)  considerably  more  than  a  third  of  the  whole." 

There  is  something  .still  more  direct  and  conclusive  in  the 
language  of  Chatham.  He  spoke  with  all  the  authority  which 
official  station  could  possibly  give  in  any  matter.  "  When  I 
had  the  honour  of  serving  his  majesty,  I  availed  myself,"  said 
this  illustrious  statesmen,  in  one  of  his  speeches  against  Gren- 
ville's  scheme  of  taxation,  "  of  the  means  of  information, 
which  I  derived  from  my  office ;  I  speak  therefore  from  know- 
ledge. My  materials  were  good.  I  was  at  pains  to  collect, 
to  digest,  to  consider  them ;  and  I  will  be  bold  to  affirm,  that 
the  profit  to  Great  Britain,  from  the  trade  of  the  colonies, 
through  all  its  branches,  is  two  millions  a  year.  This  is  the 
fund  that  carried  you  triumphantly  through  the  last  war.  The 
estates  that  were  rented  at  two  thousand  pounds  a  year,  three- 
score years  ago,  are  three  thousand  pounds  at  present.  Those 
estates  sold  then  from  fifteen  to  eighteen  years  purchase ;  the 
same  may  now  be  sold  for  thirty.  Tou  owe  this  to  America, 
This  is  the  price  America  pays  you  for  her  protection^ 

The  quotations  which  I  have  made  from  Adam  Smith,  in 
the  first  section,  develop  the  nature  of  the  commercial  re- 
straint under  which  the  colonies  existed.  It  was,  in  the 
theory,  a  condition  of  rigorous  servitude.  They  could 
import  no  commodity, — with  the  exception  of  a  few  articles, — 
of  the  growth  or  manufacture  of  Europe,  but  through  Great 
Britain;  they  were  allowed  a  direct  foreign  trade,  only  so  far 
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as  was  required  by  her  interests.  "  The  policy  of  Great  Bri-  SECT.  V. 
tain,"  said  Mr.  Burke,  addressing  the  House  of  Commons,  s*^^^-*^ 
"  was,  from  the  beginning,  the  system  of  a  monopoly.  No 
trade  was  let  loose  from  that  constraint,  but  merely  to  enable 
the  colonists  to  dispose  of  what,  in  the  course  of  your  trade, 
you  could  not  take ;  or  to  enable  them  to  dispose  of  such  arti- 
cles as  we  forced  upon  them,  and,  for  which,  without  some 
degree  of  liberty  ,  they  could  not  pay.  Hence  all  your  specific 
and  detailed  enumerations ;  hence  the  innumerable  checks  and 
counterchecks ;  hence  that  infinite  variety  of  paper  chains  by 
which  you  bind  together  this  complicated  system  of  the  colo- 
nies. This  principle  of  commercial  monopoly  runs  through  no 
less  than  twenty-nine  acts  of  parliament,  from  the  year  1660 
to  the  unfortunate  period  of  1764."* 

The  celebrated  navigation  act  of  12  Car.  II.  not  only  pre- 
scribed in  what  vessels,  and  to  what  places,  the  goods  of  the 
colonies  might  be  exported,  but  it  limited  one  of  their  internal 
rights ;  it  prescribed  what  persons  might  act  as  merchants  or 
factors,  in  the  colonies.  Three  years  afterwards,  the  Parlia- 
ment passed  another  bill,  "  to  maintain,"  as  they  expressed 
themselves,  "  a  greater  correspondence  and  kindness  between 
the  colonies  and  England ;  to  keep  them  in  a  firmer  depend- 
ence on  it;  to  make  the  kingdom  a  staple,  not  only  of  the 
commodities  of  the  plantations,  but  also  of  the  commodities 
of  other  countries  for  supplying  them."  This  act  (15  Car. 
ii.  c.  7.)  directed  accordingly,  that  no  European  goods  should 
be  imported  into  the  plantations,  but  such  as  should  be  shipped 
in  England,  and  proceed  directly  on  board  English  or  planta- 
tion ships,  &c.  The  penalty  was  forfeiture  of  the  goods  and 
vessel ;  one-third  to  the  king,  one  to  the  governor  of  the  plan- 
tation, if  the  seizure  were  made  there,  and  one-third  to  the  in- 
former. And  to  facilitate  the  recovery  of  the  penalties,  the 
informer  had  his  option  of  suing  either  in  the  king's  courts, 
where  the  offence  was  committed,  or  in  any  court  of  record  in 
England. 

Many  of  the  articles  which  the  colonies  were  compelled  to 
buy  of  the  mother  country,  could  have  been  procured  at  a 
much  cheaper  rate  elsewhere.  She  could  charge  her  manu- 
factures with  v/hat  imposts  she  pleased,  and  the  burden  fell 
ultimately  upon  the  American  consumer.  It  was  stated  to  her 
ministers,  by  the  agents  of  the  colonies,  that  from  the  extra- 
ordinary demand  in  America,  for  her  fabrics,  she  reaped  an 
advantage  of  at  least  twenty  per  cent,  in  the  price,  beyond 


*  Speech  on  American  taxation. 
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I-  what  the  articles  could  be  purchased  for  at  foreign  markets. 
The  forced  accumulation  of  American  produce  in  her  ports, 
reduced  its  price,  by  which  she  gained,  on  what  she  consumed, 
exactly  in  proportion  to  the  loss  of  the  colonists.  The  profit 
accruing  to  her  from  the  portion  re-exported,  was  obviously 
considerable.  Taking  off,  as  the  colonies  did  in  the  latter 
years  of  their  dependence,  two  millions  annually  of  her  manu- 
factures, and  depositing  with  her,  compulsorily,  produce  nearly 
to  the  same  amount,  it  must  be  sufficiently  clear,  when  the 
other  circumstances  just  stated,  are  kept  in  view,  that  they 
paid  an  enormous  indirect  tax,  independently  of  the  charges 
to  which  they  were  liable,  as  a  consequence  of  her  European 
quarrels.  Happily  their  domestic  governments,  cast  in  the 
simplest  mould,  and  unincumbered  with  pageantry  or  surplus- 
age of  any  kind,  subjected  them  to  no  heavy  expense.  "  All 
the  different  civil  establishments  in  North  America,"  said 
Adam  Smith,  "  exclusive  of  those  of  Maryland  and  North  Ca- 
rolina, did  not,  before  their  revolt,  cost  the  inhabitants  above 
^64,700  a  year;  an  ever  memorable  example  at  how  small  an 
expense  three  millions  of  people  may  not  only  be  governed, 
but  well  governed."* 

What  has  been  said  conveys  an  adequate  idea  of  the  situa- 
tion in  which  the  North  American  colonies  were  placed  as  to 
trade,  but  I  wish  to  offer  something  more  in  illustration  of  the 
precipitation  and  levity,  with  which  their  interests,  and  the 
true  interests  of  the  mother  country  at  the  same  time,  were 
sacrificed,  under  the  influence  of  an  undistinguishing  selfish- 
ness. I  may  quote  as  of  perfect  accuracy, — since  no  British 
writer  ventured  to  contradict  them, — the  following  statements 
which  Franklin  published  in  London,  in  1768. 

"  They  (the  colonies,)  reflected  how  lightly  the  interest  of 
all  America  had  been  estimated  here,  when  the  interests  of  a 
few  of  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain  happened  to  have  the 
smallest  competition  with  it.  That  the  vvhole  American 
people  was  forbidden  the  advantage  of  a  direct  importation  of 
wine,  oil,  and  fruit,  from  Portugal ;  but  must  take  them  loaded 
with  all  the  expense  of  a  voyage,  one  thousand  leagues  round 
about,  being  to  be  landed  first  in  England,  to  be  re-shipped 
for  America;  expenses,  amounting  in  war  time  at  least  to 
thirty  pounds  per  cent,  more  than  otherwise  they  would  have 


*  W.  of  N.  c.  vii.  b.  iv.  It  bespeaks  an  extraordinary  share  of  political 
virtue  in  the  colonists,  to  have  resisted,  as  they  did,  during-  so  long  and 
close  a  connexion,  the  example  of  the  mother  country,  on  the  score  of  pub- 
lie  expenditure  and  aristocratical  distinctions. 
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been  charged  with ;  and  all  this  merely,  that  a  few  Portugal  SECT.  V. 
merchants  in  London  may  gain  a  commission  on  those  goods  ^^^^v^i^ 
passing  through  their  hands. 

"  On  a  slight  complaint  of  a  few  merchants  trading  with 
Virginia,  nine  colonies  were  restrained  from  making  paper 
money,  become  absolutely  necessary  to  their  internal  com- 
merce, from  the  constant  remittance  of  their  gold  and  silver 
to  Britain.  But  not  only  the  interest  of  a  particular  body  of 
merchants^  but  the  interest  of  any  small  body  of  British  trades- 
men or  artificers,  has  Jbeen  found  to  outweigh  that  of  all  the 
king's  subjects  in  the  colonies. 

"  Iron  is  to  be  found  every  where  in  America,  and  beaver 
are  the  natural  produce  of  that  country :  hats  and  nails  and  steel 
are  wanted  there  as  well  as  here.  It  is  of  no  importance  to 
the  common  welfare  of  the  empire,  whether  a  subject  of  the 
king  gets  his  living  by  making  hats  on  this  or  on  that  side  of  the 
water.  Yet  the  hatters  of  England  have  prevailed  to  obtain  an 
act  in  their  own  favour,  restraining  that  manufacture  in  Ame- 
rica, in  order  to  oblige  the  Americans  to  send  their  beaver  to 
England  to  be  manufactured;  and  purchase  back  the  hats, 
loaded  with  the  charges  of  a  double  transportation.  In  the  same 
manner  have  a  few  nail-makers,  and  still  a  smaller  body  of 
steel-makers,  (perhaps  there  are  not  half  a  dozen  of  these  in 
England,)  prevailed  totally  to  forbid,  by  an  act  of  parliament, 
the  erecting  of  slitting  mills,  or  steel  furnaces  in  America; 
that  the  Americans  may  be  obliged  to  take  all  their  nails  for 
their  buildings,  and  steel  for  their  tools,  from  these  artificers,  , 
under  the  same  disadvantages,"  &c. 

7.  I  may  be  permitted,  before  I  leave  this  topic  of  com- 
mercial obligation,  to  advance  to  a  more  recent  period.  If  a 
British  statesman  could  not,  after  the  American  war,  say  abso- 
lutely, as  Chatham  had  done  before  its  occurrence — "Ame- 
rica is  the  fountain  of  our  wealth,  the  nerve  of  our  strength, 
the  basis  of  our  power,"  he  might,  however,  safely  ascribe  no 
inconsiderable  share  of  the  continued  prosperity  of  the  British 
isles,  to  the  commercial  intercourse  w^hich  was  re-established 
with  her,  and  to  her  increase  in  wealth  and  population.  Her 
vast  consumption  of  British  manufactures,  her  abundant  pro- 
duction of  the  raw  materials,  cotton  particularly,*  her  imports 


*  In  1791,  the  fipst  parcel  of  cotton  of  American  growth,  was  exported 
from  the  United  States.    Calculated  on  the  average  of  the  six  years,  from 
1806  to  1811,  there  was  annually  imported  into  Great  Britain,  from  the 
United  States,  34,568,487' pounds,  and  in  1811,  46,872,452  pounds.  In  1755, 
Vol.  I.— X  . 
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PART  I.  from  the  East  Indies,  her  traffic  with  the  West,  the  diffusion, 
through  her  means,  of  the  British  commodities  of  every  de- 
scription over  the  continent  of  Europe,  gave  her,  in  her  inde- 
pendent state,  an  aspect  nearly  approaching  to  that  under 
which  Chatham  saw  her  in  the  colonial,  A  distinguished 
member  of  the  British  parliament,  Mr.  Alexander  Baring,  ex- 
amined fully  in  1808,  with  the  advantages  of  practical  know- 
ledge and  much  general  commercial  learning,  the  question  of 
her  increased  utility,  and  pronounced  that,  upon  the  whole, 
she  had,  in  her  independent  situation,  to  a  greater  degree  than 
could  have  been  expected  from  any  other,  been  the  means  of 
augmenting  the  British  resources^  in  the  war  with  the  conti- 
7iental  powers — that  she  contributed  in  the  highest  degree  pos- 
sible^ all  the  benefits  which  one  nation  could  derive  from  the  ex- 
istence of  another^  or  that  a  mother  country  could  receive  from 
that  of  the  best  regulated  colony.*  The  same  enquirer  as- 
certained, that  three-fourths  of  the  money  proceeding  from 
the  consumption  of  the  produce  of  the  soil  of  America,  in  all 
parts  of  the  world,  were  paid  to  Great  Britain  for  her  manu- 
factures. He  developed  other  benefits,  the  reality  of  which 
did  not  admit  of  dispute,  and  found  it  unpardonable  "  that 
his  countrymen  should  entertain  a  jealousy  of  the  prosperity 
and  wealth  American  independence  had  produced,  which  not 
only  served  to  circulate  the  produce  of  their  industry,  where 
they  could  not  carry  it  themselves,  but  by  increasing  the  means 
of  America,  augmented  in  the  same  proportion  her  consump- 
tion of  that  produce,  at  a  time  when  the  loss  of  their  former 
customers,  by  the  persecutions  of  France,  rendered  it  most 
valuable." 

It  will  be  enough,  for  the  present,  in  addition  to  these  re- 
marks, to  state  the  leading  facts  in  the  history  of  our  indepen- 
dent trade  with  the  British  empire,  as  they  are  exhibited  in  the 
valuable  works  of  Pitkin  and  Seybert. 

The  amount  of  goods  imported  into  the  United  States  from 
England  in  the  year  1784,  must  have  been  about  eighteen 
millions  of  dollars,  and  in  1 785,  about  twelve  millions  mak- 
ing, in  those  two  years,  thirty  millions  of  dollars ;  while  the 


the  cotton  manufacture,  in  England,  was  ranked  "  among  the  humblest  of 
the  domestic  arts the  products  of  this  branch  were  then  almost  entirely 
for  home  consumption ;  in  1797,  it  took  the  lead  of  all  the  other  manufac- 
tures in  Great  Britain,  and  in  1809,  gave  employment  to  800,000  persons, 
and  its  annual  value  was  estimated  at  30,000,000^  or  132,000,000  of  dollars 
—Seybert. 

*  Examination  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  &c. 
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exports  of  the  United  States  to  England,  were  only  between  SECT.  V. 
eight  and  nine  millions.  v^^.-^fc^ 

On  the  average  of  the  six  years,  posterior  to  the  war  of  our 
revolution,  ending  with  1789,  the  merchandise  annually  im- 
ported into  Great  Britain,  from  the  United  States,  amounted 
to  908,636/.  sterling  ,•  and  the  importations  into  the  United 
States,  from  Great  Britain,  on  the  same  average,  amounted 
annually  to  2,119,837/.  sterling;  leaving  an  annual  balance 
of  1,211,201/.  sterling,  or  5,329,284  dollars,  in  favour  of 
Great  Britain.  In  1792,  according  to  the  estimate  of  the 
American  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  our  exports  to  Great 
Britain  and  her  dominions  amounted  to  9,363,416  dollars,  and 
our  imports  to  15,285,428  dollars.  Much  the  greater  part  of 
the  imports  was  from  Great  Britain,  exclusive  of  her  depen- 
dencies. 

From  sundry  British  documents  it  appears,  that  the  United 
States,  from  1793  to  1800,  imported  from  Great  Britain  a 
greater  amount  of  manufactures  than  were  exported  from 
Great  Britain  during  the  same  period  to  all  foreign  Europe. 
In  1800,  the  United  States  received  from  Great  Britain  more 
than  one-fourth  of  the  amount  of  the  manufactured  articles 
exported  by  her  to  all  parts  of  the  world. 

During  the  seven  years  from  1795  to  1801,  both  inclusive, 
the  balance  of  trade  with  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the 
dominions  thereof,  was  uniformly  against  the  United  Sates, 
and  in  the  aggregate  amounted  to  106,118,104  dollars,  or 
15,159,748/.  per  annum.  The  balance  in  favour  of  Great 
Britain  was  only  70,116  dollars  less  than  the  apparent  unfa- 
vourable balance  produced  by  our  trade  with  all  parts  of  the 
world  collectively  taken. 

In  1800,  the  merchandise  exported  from  Great  Britain  was 
worth  16/.  14^.  sterling,  or  74.23  dollars  per  ton ;  and  that 
imported  from  Great  Britain  into  the  United  States  was  worth 
54/.  4*.  sterling,  or  240.89  dollars  per  ton. 

In  1802,  1803,  and  1804,  there  was  annually  imported  into 
the  United  States  from  the  British  possessions  in  Europe,  of 
merchandise  paying  duties  ad  valorem,  and  of  other  manufac- 
tured articles  subject  to  specific  duties,  the  aggregate  of 
27,400,000  dollars:  if  we  admit  that  one-fourth  of  this 
amount  was  re-exported,  20,550,000  dollars  of  the  value 
thereof  remained  for  the  annual  consumption  of  our  popula- 
tion ;  the  profits  on  which  were  gained  by  Great  Britain.  It 
is  generally  calculated  that  raw  materials  gain  seven  fold  by 
being  manufactured.    Such  were  our  contributions  in  those 
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PART.  I.  years,  for  the  advancement  of  the  skill  and  industry  of  the 
""^•^^^^  British  nation. 

On  the  average  of  the  three  years,  1802,  1803,  and  1804, 
the  annual  value  of  the  merchandise  exported  from  the  United 
States  to  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain,  amounted  to 
1 8,665,77 r  dollars;  and  on  the  average  of  the  same  three 
years,  the  annual  value  of  the  merchandise  imported  into  the 
United  States  from  Great  Britain  amounted  to  35,737,030 
dollars,  leaving  an  annual  balance  of  17,071,253  dollars  against 
the  United  States. 

The  real  value  of  British  produce  and  manufacture  export- 
ed to  the  United  States,  on  an  average  of  the  years  1806  and 
1807,  was  11,417,834/.  sterling,  or  about  50,500,000  dollars  ; 
making  one  quarter  and  one-third  of  all  the  exports  of  British 
produce  and  manufacture  during  those  two  years.  By  the  Eng- 
lish accounts,  the  real  value  of  cotton  and  woollen  goods  ex- 
ported to  the  United  States  from  England,  on  an  average  of 
the  same  two  years,  was  8,984,886/.  or  about  39,500,000  dol- 
lars, as  valued  in  England. 

In  1807,  the  amount  of  goods,  paying  duties  ad  valorem, 
was  nearly  39,000,000  of  dollars;  when  we  add  the  goods 
imported,  in  the  same  year,  duty  free,  and  those  subject  to 
specific  duties,  the  whole  amount  imported  from  Great  Britain 
in  1807,  would  not,  it  is  believed,  fall  much  short  of 
50,000,000  of  dollars. 

The  aggregate  value  of  the  exports  of  every  description  to 
the  United  States  from  Great  Britain,  during  the  seven  years, 
from  1805  to  1811,  amounted  to  62,266,668/.  sterling,  or 
annually  to  36,470,471  dollars;  their  aggregate  value  to  all 
parts  of  the  world  during  the  seven  years  amounted  to 
376,977,160/.  sterling,  or  annually  to  220,800,498  dollars; 
or,  the  United  States  received  annually,  of  the  merchandise 
of  every  description,  exported  to  all  parts  of  the  world  from 
Great  Britain,  16.51  per  centum,  or  one-sixth  of  the  aggregate 
value  thereof. 

On  the  average  of  the  seven  years,  from  1805  to  1811,  the 
aggregate  value  of  the  British  produce  and  manufactures  an- 
nually exported  from  Great  Britain  to  the  United  States, 
amounted  to  35,441,367  dollars;  and  the  annual  value  of  the 
domestic  produce  of  the  United  States  exported  to  Great 
Britain,  calculated  on  the  same  average,  amounted  to 
9,124,941  dollars;  leaving  an  annual  balance  of  26,316,426 
dollars  in  favour  of  Great  Britain.  Or  the  annual  value  of 
the  exports  of  every  description  from  Great  Britain  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  on  the  average  aforesaid,  amounted  to  36,470,471 
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dollars;  and  the  aggregate  annual  value  of  the  exports  of  SECT.  V 
every  description  from  the  United  States  to  Great  Britain  ^^-^v-^ 
and  her  dependencies,  her  East  India  possessions  excepted, 
amounted  to  16,438,362  dollars  ;  leaving  an  annual  balance  of 
20,032,109  dollars  in  favour  of  Great  Britain. 

On  the  return  of  peace  between  the  two  countries,  in  1815, 
the  importation  of  British  goods  was  great  beyond  example. 
From  the  1st  of  January  to  the  31st  of  December,  1815,  the 
amount  of  goods  paying  duties  ad  valorem,  imported  from 
Great  Britain  and  her  dominions,  was  71,400,599  dollars. 
Nearly  the  whole  of  this  sum  was  made  up  from  goods  com- 
ing directly  from  Great  Britain,  consisting  principally  of 
woollens  and  cotton.  The  value  of  articles  paying  specific 
duties,  from  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies,  during  the 
same  period,  (calculating  their  value  at  the  place  of  importa- 
tion) was  11,470,586.80  dollars,  making  the  whole  amount  no 
less  than  82,871,185.80  dollars  from  Great  Britain  and  the 
countries  in  her  possession. 

During  the  six  years  from  1802-3  to  1807-8  inclusive,  the 
United  States  exported  in  bullion  to  India,  only  ^1,742,682 
sterling,  less  than  had  been  exported  during  the  same  term,  by 
the  British  East  India  Company,  the  officers  of  the  Company *s 
ships,  and  by  the  British  private  trade  ;  the  amount  which  we 
exported,  was  more  than  two-thirds  of  that  exported  from 
Great  Britain. 

It  appears  that  the  United  States,  during  the  six  years  from 
1802  to  1808,  exported  to  the  British  East  Indies,  in  mer- 
chandise, an  aggregate  of  2,589,589  dollars ;  or  annually, 
431,598  dollars.  The  treasure  (specie)  exported  in  the 
same  term,  in  the  aggregate,  amounted  to  17,626,275  dollars, 
or  2,937,712  dollars  per  annum.  The  importations  into  those 
settlements,  consisting  of  money  and  merchandise,  from  the 
United  States,  amounted  to  3,369,310  dollars  per  annum. 
During  the  six  years  aforesaid,  there  was  exported,  from  the 
British  East  Indies,  to  the  United  States,  merchandise, 
amounting  to  18,633,426  dollars,  or  annually  to  3,105,571 
dollars.  The  treasure  exported  as  aforesaid,  amounted  in 
the  aggregate  to  69,500  dollars,  or  annually,  to  11,583  dollars; 
leaving  an  annual  balance  in  favour  of  India,  of  2,662,390 
dollars. 

During  the  years  1804,  1805,  and  1806,  the  United  States 
supplied  the  British  West  India  islands  with  more  than  nine- 
tenths  of  their  flour,  r^eal  and  bread,  about  two-thirds  of  their 
Indian  corn,  oats,  peas  and  beans,  about  one  half  of  their  beef 
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PART  r.  and  pork,  more  than  one  half  of  their  dried  fish,  and  nearly 
the  whole  of  their  live  stock  and  lumber. 

The  average  quantity  of  staves  and  heading,  sent  to  the 
British  West  Indies,  m  the  years  1805,  1806,  1807,  was 
17,614,000,  being  nearly  one  half  of  the  quantity  exported 
during  these  years.  The  quantity  of  boards  and  plank,  for 
the  same  years,  on  an  average  was  40,000,000.  In  1803, 
260,555,  and  in  1807,  251,706  barrels  of  flour  were  exported 
to  these  islands. 

The  value  of  flour,  bread,  and  biscuit  exported  to  the  Bri- 
tish West  Indies,  on  an  average  of  the  years  1802,  1803, 
1804,  was  about  2,000,000  dollars  ;  of  lumber  of  all  kinds 
about  1,000,000;  of  beef,  pork,  bacon,  and  lard,  about 
800,000  dollars ;  and  of  Indian  corn,  rye,  and  Indian  meal, 
about  600,000.  The  quantity  of  rum  imported,  during  the 
same  period,  was  about  4,000,000  gallons  annually,  and  was 
valued  at  about  2,500,000  dollars.  The  quantity  imported, 
in  the  years  1805,  1806,  and  1807,  was  about  4,614,000  gal- 
lons annually. 

The  average  amount  of  duties  upon  merchandise,  annually 
imported  into  the  United  States  from  the  British  West  India 
islands  and  North  American  colonial  possessions,  from  1802 
to  1816,  excluding  the  period  from  the  commencement  of  the 
restrictive  system  to  the  termination  of  the  late  war,  exceeds 
2,000,000  dollars.  The  value  of  the  merchandise  upon  which 
these  duties  accrued  is  supposed  to  be  equal  to  7,000,000  dol- 
lars per  annum.  The  average  annual  amount  of  exports  to  the 
same  places,  principally  of  domestic  production,  up  to  1817, 
excluding  the  time  of  the  operation  of  the  restrictive  system, 
and  the  continuance  of  the  war,  have  exceeded  6,500,000  dol- 
lars. In  1815,  the  amount  of  the  duties  on  merchandise  im- 
ported in  American  vessels  from  the  British  West  India 
islands  and  North  American  colonial  possessions,  was,  to  the 
amount  of  duties  imported  in  British  vessels,  as  one  to  four  ; 
in  1816,  as  one  to  five  and  a  half,  or  two  to  eleven.  Taking 
the  ratio  of  1816,  as  the  basis  of  calculation,  and  it  is  believed 
to  afford  the  safest  and  most  solid,- — as  past  experience  shows 
a  constant  diminution  of  the  amount  of  duties  on  goods  im- 
ported in  vessels  of  the  United  States — it  is  estimated, 
supposing  the  same  proportion  exists  in  the  exports,  that 
American  vessels  are  used  on  the  transportation  annually  of 
2,177,924  dollars  worth  of  merchandise,  and  British  vessels, 
of  11,322,076  dollars  worth  of  the  most  bulky  articles  of  com- 
merce, one  half  of  which  are  of  the  growth,  production  or 
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manufacture  of  the  United  States.    This  inequality  in  the  ad-  SEC 
vantages  of  this  commerce,  to  the  navigating  interest  of  this  ^-^^ 
country,  arises  from  the  rigorous  enforcement  of  the  colonial 
system  of  Great  Britain,  as  to  the  United  States,  while  it  is 
relaxed  to  all  nations  who  are  friendly  to  the  British  empire 
and  her  colonial  possessions. 


ICS 


SECTION  Yl. 


OF  THE  RELATIVE  DISPOSITIONS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN  AND 
AMERICA,  FROM  THE  PEACE  OF  1763. 

PARTI.  1.  The  oppression  and  losses  which  the  colonies  had  en- 
s,^»^y-^^  dured ;  the  shackles  imposed  upon  them ;  the  destitution  to 
which  they  had  been  so  long  consigned ;  the  parsimony  and 
unskilfulness  with  which  aid  was  finally  administered  by  the 
mother  country ;  the  faint  praise  or  the  bitter  sarcasm  which 
attended  their  noblest  exertions  ;  the  despicable  character  and 
habitual  malversation  of  their  governors  ;^  the  immeasurable 
evils  which  they  could  trace  to  the  indifference,  incapacity,  or 
corruption  of  British  ministers ;  the  general  complexion  of 
the  domestic  government  of  Great  Britain,  so  livid  in  the 
contrast  with  their  own,  and  so  ghastly  in  the  pictures  of  her 
party  writers ;  all,  were  insufficient  to  stifle  their  affections, 
or  shake  their  allegiance.  In  the  season  of  their  severest  dis- 
tress from  the  incursions  of  the  Indian  and  Canadian ;  at  the 
height  of  their  dissatisfaction  with  the  restraining  and  dis- 
franchising system  of  the  mother  country ;  they  did  not  turn 
their  eyes  to  France,  who  could  have  arrested  the  steps  of 
their  savage  invaders,  and  who  would  gladly  have  made  any 
compromise,  or  concession  of  privileges,  to  attach  them  to  her 
empire.  Franklin  boasted  with  truth  in  1768,  "  Scotland 
has  had  its  rebellion ;  Ireland  has  had  its  rebellion ;  England 
its  plots  against  the  reigning  family ;  but  America  is  free  from 
this  reproach."  What  is  related  of  the  Greek  colonies,  could 
be  more  emphatically  said  of  those  of  Great  Britain — that 
they  remembered  the  land  of  their  fathers  with  filial  respect 
and  affection  ;  that  they  retained  an  invincible  predilection 
for  its  laws  and  customs,  for  its  religion  and  language ;  that 
they  followed  devotedly  its  fortunes,  and  exulted  in  its  glory. 
The  peace  of  1763  seemed  to  banish  every  chilling  recollec- 
tion ;  to  heighten  their  complacency  in  the  connexion  with 
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Great  Britain  and  their  admiration  of  the  English  constitution.  SECT.  VI. 
They  fondly  thought  the  true  and  highest  panegyric  and  tri-  v-^-v-^ 
umph  of  the  American,  to  be  comprised  in  the  verses  of  the 
Poet, 

And  English  merit  his,  where  meet  combin'd 
Whate'er  high  fancy,  sound  judicious  thought. 
An  ample  genei'ous  heart,  undrooping  soul. 
And  firm,  tenacious  valour  can  bestow.* 

Testimony  of  a  convincing  nature  superaboimds  with  re- 
spect to  these  dispositions.  Out  of  the  mass,  I  will  select 
that  of  the  two  men  who,  by  their  opportunities  of  know- 
ledge and  soundness  of  judgment,  were  entitled,  perhaps,  to 
most  weight  in  the  question ;  Governor  Pownal  and  Dr.  Frank- 
lin. The  first  had  been  long  in  some  of  the  highest  offices 
which  the  crown  could  confer  in  America — governor  and 
commander-in-chief  of  Massachusetts  Bay — governor  of 
South  Carolina — lieutenant-governor  of  New- Jersey,  &c. :  the 
second  gave  the  evidence  vv^hich  I  shall  quote  from  him,  in 
1785,  when  he  could  have  no  interest  in  making  a  false  or 
exaggerated  statement. 

"  I  profess,"  said  Pownal  in  1 765,  "  an  affection  for 
the  colonies,  because  having  lived  amongst  theii'  people  in 
a  private,  as  well  as  in  a  public  character,  I  know  them — 
I  know  that  in  their  private  social  relations,  there  is  not  a 
more  friendly,  and  in  their  political  one,  a  more  zealously 
loyal  people,  in  all  his  majesty's  dominions.  When  fairly 
and  openly  dealt  with,  there  is  not  a  people  who  has  a  truer 
sense  of  the  necessary  powers  of  government.  They  would 
sacrifice  their  dearest  interests  for  the  honour  and  prosperity 
of  their  mother  country.  I  have  a  right  to  say  this,  because 
experience  has  given  me  a  practical  knowledge,  and  this  im- 
pression, of  them."f 

"  The  duty  of  a  colony  is,  affection  for  the  mother  country : 
here  I  may  affirm,  that  in  whatever  form  and  temper  this  af- 
fection can  lie  in  tlie  human  breast,  in  that  form,  by  the  deep- 
est and  most  permanent  impression,  it  ever  did  lie  in  the  breast 
of  the  American  people.  They  have  no  other  idea  of  this 
country  than  as  their  home ;  they  have  no  other  word  by  which 
to  express  it,  and  till  of  late,  it  has  constantly  been  expressed 
by  the  name  of  home.  That  powerful  affection,  the  love  of 
our  native  country,  which  operates  in  every  breast,  operates 


*  Thomson. 
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PART  I.  in  this  people  towards  England,  which  they  consider  as  their 
""^"v-^^  native  country :  nor  is  this  a  mere  passive  impression,  a  mere 
opinion  in  speculation — it  has  been  wrought  up  in  them  to  a 
vigilant  and  active  zeal  for  the  service  of  this  country."* 

"  The  true  loyalists,"  said  Franklin,  "  were  the  people  of 
America  against  whom  the  royalists  of  England  acted.  No 
people  were  ever  known  more  truly  loyal,  and  universally  so, 
to  their  sovereigns  :  the  protestant  succession  in  the  House  of 
Hanover  was  their  idol.  Not  a  jacobite  was  to  be  found  from 
one  end  of  the  colonies  to  the  other.  They  were  affectionate 
to  the  people  of  England,  zealous  and  forward  to  assist  in  her 
wars,  by  voluntary  contributions  of  men  and  money,  even  be- 
yond their  proportion." 

In  my  first  and  second  sections,  I  have  quoted  the  language 
of  several  of  the  British  politicians,  imputing  to  the  colonies, 
even  in  their  infancy,  the  design  of  acquiring'  independence. 
As  it  was  my  purpose  there,  merely  to  set  the  apprehensions  of 
the  mother  country,  and  the  energetic  character  of  our  Ameri- 
can forefathers,  in  a  more  striking  relief,  I  did  not  formally 
deny  the  truth  of  the  charge ;  and  it  appeared  to  me  that  if  it 
were  admitted  to  be  true,  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
settlers  repaired  to  this  continent,  and  consolidated  their  for- 
tunes, would  furnish  them  with  an  obvious  and  a  complete  justi- 
fication. But  it  is  far  from  being  well-founded ;  and  some  ob- 
servations on  the  subject,  in  this  place,  may  not  be  deemed  su- 
perfluous. The  excessive  jealousy  of  power,  and  the  conscious- 
ness of  tyrannical  rule,  raised  the  suspicion  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Stuarts  and  of  the  Roundheads  ;  the  selfish  and  do- 
mineering spirit  of  the  nation  at  large  rendered  her  susceptible, 
at  every  moment,  of  lively  alarm  for  her  monopoly  and  sove- 
reignty. Government  and  people  were,  from  these  causes,  in 
the  language  of  Mr.  Burke,  "  too  acute ;  perpetually  full  of 
distrusts,  conjectures  and  divinations,  formed  in  defiance  of 
facts  and  experience."  Whenever  a  natural  or  chartered 
right,  a  local  privilege  and  immunity,  was  pleaded  against 
the  encroachments  of  their  arrogant  will  or  oppressive  laws, 
they  at  once  fancied  and  proclaimed,  that  their  whole  autho- 
rity was  denied,  and  that  the  litigant  provinces  either  medi- 
tated, or  had  committed  rebellion.  They  could  not  perceive 
that  the  very  assertion  of  a  privilege  implied  an  acknow- 
ledgment of  their  supremacy;  that  the  eagerness  of  the  co- 
lonists to  obtain  charters  from  the  crown,  and  their  anxiety 
to  preserve  unimpaired  those  which  they  obtained, — their 
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claims  to  the  liberties  of  Englishmen  as  defined  and  pledged  SECT.VT. 
by  the  British  constitution;  their  perpetual  appeals  to  the  ^^^^^^^ 
authority  of  Parliament ;  amounted  to  a  constant  renovaiion  of 
fealty,  and  indicated  any  other  drift  than  that  of  separation. 
When,  after  the  peace  of  1763,  the  scheme  of  American  tax- 
ation and  servitude  was  matured,  and  the  determination  fixed 
to  persist  in  it  at  all  hazards,  its  immediate  authors  and  abet- 
tors, in  order  to  render  it  more  acceptable  to  the  nation, 
exerted  themselves  particularlj*  to  spread  the  impression,  that 
New  England  had  constantly  aimed  at  independence ;  that 
"  the  Americans  had  been  obstinate,  undutiful  and  ungovern- 
able from  the  very  beginning."  This  was  the  text  taken  by 
the  orators  in  Parliament,  and  the  writers  out  of  doors,  on  the 
ministerial  side,  with  a  view  to  the  conclusion,  that  all  con- 
cession or  gentleness  to  the  intractable  provincials  would  be 
futile ;  that,  "  they  never  could  be  brought  to  their  duty  and 
the  true  subordinate  relation,  till  reduced  to  an  unconditional, 
effectual  submission."^ 

To  convict  New  England  of  treasonable  dispositions  in  all 
stages  of  her  existence,  is,  palpably,  the  main  object  of  Chal- 
mers, in  his  Annals;  and  it  would  seem,  that  he,  or  those  in 
whose  service  he  \vTites,  did  not  deem  it  advisable  to  relin- 
quish the  argument,  as  late  as  the  year  1814.  In  the  preface 
to  a  work  published  under  his  name  in  that  year,  and  entitled 
"  Opinions  of  Eminent  Lawyers,  on  various  points  of  English 
Jurisprudence,  chiefly  concerning  the  Colonies,  &c."  I  find 
the  following  passage :  "  None  of  the  statesmen  of  1 766  or 
1768,  nor  those  of  the  preceding  nor  subsequent  times,  had 
any  suspicion  that  there  lay  among  the  documents,  in  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  Patent  Office,  the  most  satisfactory 
proofs  from  the  epoch  of  the  Revolution  in  1668,  throughout 
every  reign,  and  during  every  administration,  of  the  settled 
purpose  of  the  revolted  colonies,  to  acquire  direct  indepen- 
dence: the  design  had  long  been  entertained  of  acquiring  po- 
sitive sovereignty." 

We  have  seen  what  these  proofs  are,  in  the  extracts  which 
I  have  made  from  his  Annals.  They  amount  to  no  more  than 
what  was  extant  in  the  public  history  of  the  colonies ;  and 
may  be  resolved  into  a  determined  assertion,  on  their  part,  of 
fundamental  liberties,  and  into  acts  of  sheer  necessity.  In 
illustrating  their  political  intrepidity,  I  have  cited  many  in- 
stances of  an  inflexible  tenacity  as  to  natural  and  chartered 
rights,  but  none  of  a  rebellious  or  seditious  temper.  Evidence 
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PART  I.  is  not  wanting  that  they  would  never  have  submitted  to  the 
"^^•v-^  deprivation  of  their  privileges  ;  but  none  exists  even  of  a  wish 
for  independence,  while  those  privileges  could  be  preserved. 
If  we  fix  our  attention,  for  a  moment,  on  the  situation  of  the 
first  settlers,  particularly  the  northern,  we  shall  perceive  that, 
to  exist  at  all  in  order  and  safety ;  to  constitute  a  regular  and 
stable  commonwealth ;  it  was  indispensable  for  them  to  trans- 
cend the  letter  of  the  royal  patents.  They  had  no  alternative 
in  the  first  instance,  but  to  erect  judicatories,  and  establish  re- 
presentative assemblies,  in  reference  to  their  domestic  weal; 
and,  when  no  hope  of  protection  from  abroad  could  be  in- 
dulged, to  confederate  for  external  defence. 

We  may  wonder  that  Dr.  Robertson,  acknowledging  the 
dereliction  of  the  New  England  colonies  during  the  civil  com- 
motions in  the  mother  country,  and  the  extremity  of  their  peril 
from  the  plots  of  the  Indians,  should  yet  censoriously  re- 
present their  league  of  1643, — the  only  means  of  their  preser- 
vation,—as  "  a  transaction  in  which  they  seem  to  have  con- 
sidered themselves  as  independent  societies,  possessing  all  the 
rights  of  sovereignty,  and  free  from  the  control  of  any  supe- 
rior power."*  Thrown  as  they  were  into  a  wilderness,  rather 
as  reprobates  to  be  sacrificed,  than  as  subjects  to  be  defended ; 
committed  to  the  exigencies  and  chances  of  a  distant  settle- 
ment, and  pressed  with  the  highest  degree  of  danger  at  the 
season  when  all  was  confusion  and  dissention  in  the  mother 
country;  they  must  have  fallen  into  anarchy  themselves,  had 
they  waited  to  consult  her  rulers  respecting  their  domestic 
arrangements;  or  have  perished  by  the  tomahawk  of  the 
savage,  had  they  looked  to  her  for  a  system  of  defence,  and 
delayed  to  combine  their  strength  and  sagacity,  so  as  to  assure 
a  common  exertion,  whenever  it  might  be  wanted,  whether  for 
military  or  civil  objects.  The  institutions  and  prosperity  that 
arose  out  of  this  compulsory  exercise  of  discretion,  under  such 
untoward  circumstances,  excite  in  me  anew,  the  surprise  and 
admiration  which  I  have  more  than  once  expressed. 

The  measure  of  coining  money,  taken  by  Massachusetts 
during  the  civil  wars,  gave  a  handle  to  her  enemies  in  England, 
which  was  used  eagerly,  from  the  period  of  the  Restoration,  to 
the  apparition  militant  of  Chalmers  and  his  numerous  associates 
in  the  same  crusade.  That  writer  lays,  as  we  have  seen, 
the  greatest  stress  upon  its  sufficiency,  as  evidence  of  the 
early  disloyalty  of  New  England ;  and  Dr.  Robertson  found  it 
"  a  usurpation ;"  an  unambiguous  indication  of  "  the  aspiring 
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spirit  prevalent  among  the  people  of  Massachusetts."*  I  SECT.  VI. 
cannot  refrain  from  offering,  in  answer  to  these  invidious  sug-  ^^^'-v-^i.' 
gestions,  a  quotation  from  a  paper  on  the  subject  published  in 
the  English  Monthly  Magazine  for  January,  1799.  It  com- 
prises an  anecdote  which  gives  the  proper  air  to  the  orthodox 
historian's  umbrage  "  at  the  tree  stampt  upon  the  Boston  coin 
as  an  apt  symbol  of  its  progressive  vigour." 

"  It  seems  to  be  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Robertson,  that  the 
people  of  Massachusetts  assumed  this  '  peculiar  prerogative  of 
sovereignty'  in  defiance  of,  or  at  least,  in  opposition  to,  the 
royal  authority.  But  it  ought  to  be  particularly  noticed,  that 
the  first  coinage  was  made  in  the  year  1652.  Instead,  there- 
fore, of  ascribing  this  measure  to  the  '  aspiring  spirit  of  the 
people  of  Massachusetts,'  the  Doctor  might  just  as  well  have 
said,  that  the  colonists  being  nearly  deserted,  at  this  time,  by 
the  rulers  at  home,  on  account  of  the  civil  wars,  and  the  vari- 
ous forms  of  government  which  afterwards  followed,  were 
obliged  to  coin  money  from  absolute  necessity.  The  follow- 
ing extract  from  the  Memoirs  of  the  late  truly  patriotic  Tho- 
mas HoUis,  will  prove  this  to  have  been  the  principal,  if  not 
the  only  cause,  and  consequently  point  out  the  mistake  which 
Dr.  Robertson  has  inadvertently  fallen  into." 

"  Sir  Thomas  Temple,  brother  to  Sir  William  Temple,  re- 
sided several  years  in  New  England  during  the  interregnum. 
After  the  Restoration,  when  he  returned  to  England,  the  king 
sent  for  him,  and  discoursed  with  him  on  the  state  of  affairs  in 
the  Massachusetts,  and  discovered  great  warmth  against  that 
colony.  Among  other  things,  he  said  they  had  invaded  his 
prerogative  by  coining  money.  Sir  Thomas,  who  was  a  real 
friend  to  the  colony,  told  his  majesty,  that  the  colonists  had  but 
little  acquaintance  with  law,  and  that  they  thought  it  no 
crime  to  make  money  for  their  own  use.  In  the  course  of  the 
conversation.  Sir  Thomas  took  some  of  the  money  out  of  his 
pocket,  and  presented  it  to  the  king.  On  one  side  of  the  coin 
was  a  pine  tree,  of  that  kind  which  is  thick  and  bushy  at  the 
top.  Charles  asked  what  tree  that  was  Sir  Thomas  inform- 
ed him  it  was  the  royal  oak,  which  preserved  his  majesty's 
life.  This  account  of  the  matter  brought  the  king  into  good 
humour,  and  disposed  him  to  hear  what  Sir  Thomas  had  to 
say  in  their  favour,  calling  them  2i  '-  parcel  of  honest  dogs,^  " 

"  The  jocular  turn  which  Sir  Thomas  gave  to  the  stoiy, 
was  evidently  calculated  to  amuse  the  monarch  in  his  own 


*  Vol.  iv.  History  of  America. 


174 


DISPOSITIONS  FROM  THE 


PART  I.  way,  and  had  the  desired  effect,  in  disposing  him  to  hear  with 
good  humour,  that  just  defence  of  the  colonies  which  Sir  Tho- 
mas was  so  well  qualified  to  make.  We  find  he  pleaded,  that 
the  colonists  thought  it  no  crime  to  make  money  for  their  own 
use ;  at  a  time  too,  when  the  confusions  in  the  mother  coun- 
try prevented  them  from  receiving  those  occasional  supplies 
of  coin,  which  were  absolutely  necessary  for  common  circula- 
tion. Such  an  uncommon  exigency  required  an  uncommon 
expedient;  and  this  will  account  for  the  proceedings  of  the 
people  of  Massachusetts  in  a  more  rational  manner,  than  Dr. 
Robertson  has  done." 

By  the  act  of  14  Geo.  II.  c.  37,  the  Americans  were  re- 
strained from  creating  banks  ;  by  that  of  24  Geo.  II.  c.  53, 
the  governors  and  assemblies  of  the  respective  American  pro- 
vinces were  prohibited  from  making  "  any  act,  order,  resolu- 
tion, or  vote,  whereby  paper  bills  or  bills  of  credit,  shall  be 
created  or  issued,  under  any  pretence  whatever ;  or  from  pro- 
tracting or  postponing  the  times  limited,  or  the  provisions 
made,  for  calling  in  such  as  were  then  actually  issued  and  sub- 
sisting." After  the  peace  of  1763,  most  of  the  colonies  were 
reduced,  in  consequence  of  the  enforcement  of  these  and  other 
regulations  of  a  like  purport,  to  a  situation  worse  than  that  of 
Massachusetts  in  1672.  It  is  thus  stated  by  Macpherson  in 
his  Annals.  "  Their  foreign  trade  was  almost  entirely  ruined 
by  the  rigorous  execution  of  the  new  orders  against  smuggling, 
and  the  collection  of  the  duties  in  hard  silver,  which  soon 
drained  the  countiy  of  any  little  real  money  circulating  in  it. 
And,  as  if  government  had  intended  to  prevent  the  colonists 
from  having  even  the  shadow  of  money,  another  act  was  passed, 
in  a  few  days  after  that  for  the  new  duties,  declaring  that  no 
paper  bills,  to  be  thenceforth  issued,  should  be  made  a  legal 
tender  in  payment,  and  enjoining  those  in  circulation  to  be 
sunk  (that  is,  paid  off  in  hard  money)  at  the  limited  time." 

Had  the  colonies — some  of  which  were  driven  to  the  expe- 
dient of  barter, — possessed  bullion,  and  proceeded  to  coin  it 
on  this  emergency,  it  would  not  have  been  difficult  for  any  li- 
beral enquirer  to  decide  whether  the  proceeding  was  to  be  in- 
terpreted into  "  an  indication  of  an  aspiring  spirit,"  or  into  a 
mere  and  natural  effort  for  temporary  relief  from  an  oppressive 
privation.  I  find  it  the  more  unpardonable  in  Dr.  Robert- 
son  to  have  mistaken  or  misrepresented  the  views  of  the  colo- 
nists, since  he  has  himself  furnished  an  explanation  of  much 
of  their  apparent  indocility  in  the  following  paragraph  :  "  In 
writing  the  history  of  the  English  settlements  in  America,  it  is 
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necessary  to  trace  the  progress  of  the  restraining  laws  with  SECT.  VI. 
accuracy,  as  in  every  subsequent  transaction,  we  may  observe  >.^"v-«w^ 
a  perpetual  exertion  on  the  part  of  the  mother  country,  to  en^ 
force  and  extend  them  ;  and  on  the  part  of  the  colonies,  en- 
deavours no  less  unremitting  to  elude  or  to  obstruct  their 
operation." 

The  inveterate  design  of  the  colonies  to  become  indepen- 
dent, continued  to  be  a  leading  topic  in  the  British  parliament, 
notwithstanding  the  evidence  furnished  in  their  conduct  on  the 
repeal  of  the  stamp  act  in  1766.^  We  have  a  specimen  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  charge  was  supported,  in  the  argument 
of  Sir  Richard  Sutton,  who  said  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
on  the  22d  April,  1774,  "  If  you  ask  an  American — who  is  his 
master,  he  will  tell  you  he  has  none ;  nor  any  governor  but 
Jesus  Christ!"  Lord  Mansfield  was  quite  sure  that  the  Ame- 
ricans had  meditated  a  state  of  independency,  particularly 
since  the  peace  of  Paris,  and  upon  this  ground  chiefly,  he 
rested  his  celebrated  declaration  in  the  House  of  -Lords,  "  if 
we  do  not  kill  the  Americans,  the  Americans  will  kill  us."  In 
the  quotation  which  I  have  made  from  one  of  his  speeches  on 
the  same  point,  Davenant  is  brought  forward  as  having 
"  foreseen  that  America  would  endeavour  to  form  herself  into 
a  separate  and  independent  state,  whenever  she  found  herself 
of  sufficient  strength  to  contend  with  the  mother  country." 
The  learned  judge  did  not,  however,  deal  fairly  with  Dave- 
nant.  This  great  political  teacher — ^by  far  the  ablest  of  his 
time,  and  whose  treatises,  according  to  his  editor.  Sir  Charles 
Whitworth,  "  may  be  properly  called  the  foundation  of  the 
political  establishment  of  England" — ^had  delivered,  in  his 
Discourse  on  the  Plantation  Trade,  opinions  respecting  the 
colonies,  which  Lord  Mansfield  would  have  been  very  unwil- 
ling to  produce  in  their  real  shape.  The  following,  written  in 
1698,  are  of  this  number,  and  will  compensate  for  the  space 
they  may  occupy  in  these  pages,  by  their  historical  value. 

"  Generally  speaking,  our  colonies  while  they  have  English 
blood  in  their  veins,  and  have  relations  in  England,  and  while 


*  "  When  the  news  of  the  repeal  of  the  stamp  act  reached  America," 
says  Macpherson,  **  it  was,  notwithstanding  the  disagreeable  nature  of  the 
concomitant  act,  received  with  universal  demonstrations  of  joy.  Sub- 
scriptions were  made  for  erecting  statues  to  Mr.  Pitt,  who  had  exerted 
himself  for  the  repeal ;  and  resolutions  were  made  to  prepare  new  dresses 
made  of  British  mamifactures  for  celebrating  the  4th  of  Junct  the  birth  day  of 
their  most  gracious  sovereign,  and  to  give  their  homespun  clothes  to  the 
^  poor,"  &c. 
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PART  I.  they  can  get  by  trading  with  us,  the  stronger  and  greater  thev 
^-^^>^-^  grow,  the  more  this  crown  and  kingdom  will  get  by  them  ,*  and 
nothing  but  such  an  ai'bitrary  power  as  shall  make  them  despe- 
rate^ can  bring'  them  to  rebel,'*'' 

"  While  we  keep  a  strict  eye  upon  their  conduct,  and 
chiefly  watch  their  growth  in  shipping  of  strength  and  for 
war,  whatever  other  increase  they  make,  either  in  wealth  or 
in  number  of  inhabitants,  cannot  be  turned  against  us,  and 
can  never  be  detrimental  to  this  nation.  While  we  are  strong 
and  they  weak  at  sea,  they  may  be  compelled  to  obey  the  laws 
of  England,  and  not  to  trade  directly  and  upon  their  own  ac- 
count with  other  countries.  1  do  not  think  the  greatness  these 
colonies  may  arrive  at  in  a  natural  course,  and  in  the  progress 
of  time  can  be  dangerous  to  England.  To  build  ships  in  the 
way  of  trade  or  for  their  own  defence,  can  administer  no  true 
cause  of  jealousy." 

I  "It  is  true,  if  in  New  England,  or  in  other  parts  there,  they 

should  pretend  to  set  up  manufactures,  and  to  clothe  as  well 
as  feed  their  neighbours,  their  nearness  and  low  price  would 
give  them  such  advantages  over  this  nation,  as  might  prove  of 
pernicious  consequence ;  but  this  fear  seems  very  remote,  be- 
cause new  inhabitants,  especially  in  a  large  extent  of  country, 
find  their  account  better  in  rearing  cattle,  tilling  the  earth, 
clearing  it  of  woods,  making  fences,  and  by  erecting  necessary 
buildings,  than  in  setting  up  of  manufactures,  which  is  the 
last  work  of  a  people  settled  three  or  four  hundred  years, 
growing  numerous  and  wanting  territory." 

"  When  we  contemplate  the  great  increase  and  improve- 
ments which  have  been  made  in  New  England,  Carolina,  and 
Pennsylvania,  we  cannot  but  think  it  injustice  not  to  say,  that 
a  large  share  of  this  general  good  to  those  parts  is  owing  to 
the  education  of  the  planters,  which,  if  not  entirely  virtuous, 
has,  at  least,  a  show  of  virtue." 

"  And  to  the  sobriety  and  temperate  way  of  living,  prac- 
tised by  the  dissenters  retired  to  America,  we  may  justly  at- 
tribute the  increase  they  have  made  there  of  inhabitants, 
which  is  beyond  the  usual  proportion  to  be  any  where  else  ob- 
served." 

"  Had  it  not  been  for  provinces  begun  and  carried  on  by 
people  of  sobriety,  the  English  empire  abroad  would  be  much 
weaker  than  it  is  at  present." 

"  If  ever  any  thing  great  or  good  be  done  for  our  English 
colonies,  industry  must  have  its  due  recompense,  and  that 
cannot  be,  without  encouragement  to  it,  which,  perhaps,  is 
only  to  be  brought  about  by  conjirming  their  liberties^ 
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"  And  as  great  care  should  be  taken  in  this  respect,  so,  SECT.  VI. 
without  doubt,  it  is  advisable,  that  no  little  emulations,  or  pri-  ^^^v-^^ 
vate  interests  of  neighbour  governors,  nor  that  the  petitions  of 
hungry  courtiers  at  home,  should  prevail  to  discourage  those 
particular  colonies,  who  in  a  few  years  have  raised  themselves 
by  their  own  charge,  prudence,  and  industry,  to  the  wealth 
and  greatness  they  are  now  arrived  at,  without  expense  to 
the  crown  :  Upon  which  account,  any  innovations  or  breach 
of  their  original  charters  (besides  that  it  seems  a  breach  of 
the  public  faith)  may,  peradventure,  not  tend  to  the  king's 
profit." 

"  We  shall  not  pretend  to  determine  whether  the  people  in 
the  Plantations  have  a  right  to  all  the  privileges  of  English 
subjects;  but  the  contrary  notion  is,  perhaps,  too  much  en- 
tertained and  practised  in  places  xvh'idi  happen  not  to  he  dis- 
tant from  St.  Stephen^ s  Chapel,  Upon  which  account  it  will, 
peradventure,  be  a  great  security  and  encouragement  to  these 
industrious  people,  if  a  declaratory  law  were  made,  that 
Englishmen  have  right  to  all  the  laws  of  England,  while  they 
remain  in  countries  subject  to  the  dominion  of  this  king- 
dom." 

2.  On  the  side  of  the  British  government,  the  bias  and  im- 
pressions taken  after  the  epoch  of  1763,  were  altogether,  and 
by  an  almost  incredible  perversion  of  heart  and  of  judgment, 
the  reverse  of  those  which  I  have  ascribed  to  the  colonies.  It 
was  to  be  expected  that  the  exertions  and  sufferings  of  the 
latter  during  the  war,  and  the  value  of  the  results  to  Great 
Britain,  would  have  warmed  the  feelings,  and  relaxed  the 
gripe,  of  any  ministry  or  parliament,  however  greedy  of  reve- 
nue, or  tenacious  of  dominion.  The  British  nation  had  ac- 
quired, by  the  war,  lands  more  than  equal  in  value  to  the 
amount  of  all  the  expense  she  had  incurred  in  America  from 
its  first  settlement ;  and  she  saw  opened  to  her  new  avenues  of 
a  most  beneficial  commerce.  No  share  was  sought  or  reaped  by 
the  colonies,  in  the  millions  of  acres  which  they  had  helped 
to  conquer;  they  seemed  to  desire  no  more  than  the  loosening 
of  their  fetters  so  far,  as  to  enable  them  to  reco^'er  from  their 
wounds. 

But,  to  allow  them  an  interval  of  ease  entered  not  into  the 
Imagination  or  heart  of  their  task-masters.  The  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  issued  forthwith,  instructions  to  the  commanders  on 
the  American  station,  to  enforce  all  those  acts  of  trade  to 
which  I  have  adverted,  in  the  most  rigid  manner.  "  The 
ministry,"  says  Gordon,  obliged  all  sea-officers  stationed  on 
Vol.  I.— Z 


178 


DISPOSITIOxNb  rKUM  TUK 


PART  I.  the  American  coasts,  to  act  in  the  capacity  of  tlie  meanest  1  e- 
^'^''^^"'^  venue  officers,  making  them  submit  to  the  usual  custom-house 
oaths  and  regulations  for  that  purpose.  This  proved  a  great 
grievance  to  the  American  merchants  and  traders.  Many  il- 
legal seizures  were  made ;  no  redress  could  be  had  but  from 
Britain.  Besides,  the  American  trade  with  the  Spaniards,  by 
which  the  British  manufactures  were  vended  in  return,  for 
gold  and  silver  in  coin  or  bullion,  cochineal,  &c,  as  occasion 
served,  was  almost  instantly  destroyed  by  the  armed  ships  un- 
der the  new  regulations."*  Immediately  after  the  ratification 
of  the  definitive  treaty,  the  intentions  of  the  government  to 
quarter  ten  thousand  troops  in  America,  and  to  support  them 
at  the  expense  of  the  colonies,  were  authentically  announced. 
Mr.  Grenville  avowed  it,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  to  be 
his  purpose,  to  raise  the  money  for  the  support  of  those  troops, 
by  a  duty  on  the  foreign  sugar  and  molasses  imported  into 
America,  and  by  stamps  on  all  papers  legal  and  mercantile. 
In  1764,  Parliament  passed  an  act  imposing  duties  on  the 
two  first  articles;  and  to  secure  its  execution,  the  penalties 
for  the  breach  of  it,  or  of  any  other  act  relating  to  the  trade 
and  revenues  of  the  British  colonies,  were  made  recoverable  in 
any  court  of  admiralty  in  the  colony  where  the  offence  should 
be  committed,  or — at  the  election  of  the  informer  or  prosecu- 
tor— in  any  court  of  vice-admiralty,  which  might  be  appointed 
by  the  crown  in  any  part  of  America.  Thus  the  trial  by  jury 
might  be  withheld,  and  the  defendant  called  to  support  his 
claim  to  property  seized,  at  distances  which  would  make  the 
expense  of  the  pursuit  more  than  the  value  of  the  prize. 

I  Moreover,  the  act  provided  that  he  could  recover  neither 

cost  nor  damages,  if  the  judge  certified  that  there  was  probable 
cause  of  seizure. 

I  do  not  know  of  any  moral  phenomenon  which  history 
offers,  more  hateful — than  that  those  who  were  entrusted  in 
Great  Britain  with  the  supreme  administration,  should  not  only 
have  proved  utterly  insensible  to  the  services  and  distresses 
of  the  colonies,  but  have  at  once  resolved  to  take  advantage 
of  the  expulsion  of  her  rival  from  the  American  continent,  effect- 
ed, in  great  part,  through  their  vigorous  assistance — and  of  the 
mighty  increase  and  complete  disengagement  of  the  national 
strength,  produced  by  the  same  generous  co-operation — to 
enforce  in  all  its  rigour  the  whole  digest  of  commercial  sub- 
jection; to  plunge  them  into  what  Mr.  Burke  so  justly  describ- 
ed as  "  a  perfect  uncompensated  slavery,  by  joining  together 
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the  restraints  of  an  universal  internal  and  external  monopoly,  SECT,  VI. 
with  an  universal  internal  and  external  taxation." 

There  seems  to  be  now  but  one  voice  throughout  the  world, 
respecting  the  expedients  employed  to  establish  this  cumulative 
despotism — the  revenue-acts,  stamp-acts,  restraining  and 
starving  acts,  Boston  port  acts,  acts  for  disfranchising  legisla- 
tures, for  quartering  soldiers  in  private  houses,  dragging  men 
to  England  for  trial,  &c.  English  writers  of  every  part}-- 
denomination,  finding  that  the  verdict  of  Europe  was  given 
unanimously  and  irreversibly,  against  this  headlong  career  of  in- 
justice and  folly,  have  concurred  in  passing  upon  it,  themselves, 
the  severest  sentence  of  reprobation.  They  tell  us  without 
hesitation  that  a  scheme  of  new  modelling  the  colonial  govern- 
ment, so  as  to  increase  the  power  and  patronage  of  the  crown, 
and  enable  ministers  to  enrich  their  relations  and  dependents, 
was  the  cause  of  the  war,  and  of  the  loss  of  America. 
I'hey  adduce  these  as  the  prominent  features  of  the  hopeful 
scheme: — 

First,  to  raise  a  revenue  in  America  by  act  of  parliament, 
to  be  applied  to  support  an  army  there ;  to  pay  a  large  salar\' 
to  the  governors,  another  to  the  lieutenant  governors,  salaries 
to  the  judges  of  the  law  and  admiralt)^ ;  and  thus  to  render  the 
whole  government,  executive  and  judicial,  entirely  indepen- 
dent of  the  people,  and  wholly  dependent  on  the  minister. 
Second,  to  make  a  new  division  of  the  colonies,  to  reduce  the 
number  of  them  by  making  the  small  ones  more  extensive,  to 
make  them  all  royal  governments,  with  a  peerage  in  each,  &c. 

Mr.  Burke  gave  to  parliament,  in  his  unanswerable  speech 
on  American  taxation,  a  full  account  of  the  dawn  and  progress 
of  the  new  plan  of  colonial  administration.  His  relation  stands 
as  a  monument  of  the  genius  of  that  rule,  under  which  the  co- 
lonies, by  their  own  admirable  energies,  and  a  train  of  provi- 
dential dispensations,  had  grown  to  a  strength,  and  preserved  a 
spirit,  too  firm  to  be  broken  by  its  utmost  pressure,  when  all 
other  barriers  to  its  natural  action  were  removed.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a  part  of  the  testimony  of  Burke : 

"  At  the  period  immediately  on  the  close  of  the  war  of  1 756, 
a  scheme  of  government  new  in  many  things  seemed  to  have 
been  adopted.  I  saw,  or  thought  I  saw,  several  symptoms  of 
a  great  change,  whilst  I  sat  in  your  gallery,  a  good  while  be- 
fore I  had  the  honour  of  a  seat  in  this  house.  At  that  period 
the  necessity  was  established  of  keeping  up  no  less  than  twenty 
new  regiments,  with  twenty  colonels  capable  of  seats  in  this 
house.  This  scheme  was  adopted  with  very  general  applause 
from  all  sides,  at  the  ver\^  time  that,  by  your  conquests  in 
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PART  I.  America,  your  danger  from  foreign  attempts  in  that  part  of  the 
^^"v-^^  world  was  much  lessened,  or  indeed  rather  quite  over.  When 
this  huge  increase  of  military  establishment  was  resolved  on, 
a  revenue  was  to  be  found  to  support  so  great  a  burthen. 
Countiy  gentlemen,  the  great  patrons  of  economy,  and  the 
great  resisters  of  a  standing  armed  force,  would  not  have  en- 
tered with  much  alacrity  into  the  vote  for  so  large  and  so  ex- 
pensive an  army,  if  they  had  been  very  sure  that  they  were  to 
continue  to  pay  for  it.  But  hopes  of  another  kind  were  held 
out  to  them ;  and,  in  particular,  I  well  remember,  that  Mr. 
Townshend,  in  a  brilliant  harangue  on  this  subject,  did  dazzle 
them,  by  playing  before  their  eyes  the  image  of  a  revenue  to 
be  raised  in  America." 

The  conduct  of  the  colonies  in  resisting  this  scheme  did  not 
want  for  advocates  in  the  parliament ;  and  we  may  claim  for 
it  particularly,  the  unqualified  sanction  of  Camden  and  Chat- 
ham, the  most  enlightened  and  conscientious  among  the  British 
statesmen  of  that  day.  "  We  have  been,"  said  the  first,  "  the 
original  aggressors  in  this  business  ,*  if  we  obstinately  persist, 
we  are  fairly  answerable  for  all  the  consequences.  When  we 
contend  that  we  aim  only  to  defend  and  enforce  our  own  rights, 
I  positively  deny  it.  I  contend  that  America  has  been  driven, 
by  cruel  necessity,  to  defend  her  rights  from  the  united  attacks 
of  violence,  oppression,  and  injustice.  I  contend  that  America 
has  been  indisputably  aggrieved.  Perhaps,  as  a  domineef'ing 
Englishman^  wishing  to  enjoy  the  ideal  benefit  of  such  a  claim 
of  taxation,  I  might  urge  it  with  earnestness,  and  endeavour  to 
carrv^  my  point ;  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  I  resided  in  America, 
that  I  felt,  or  was  to  feel,  the  effects  of  such  manifest  injustice, 
I  certainly  should  resist  the  attempt  with  that  degree  of 
ardour  which  so  daring  a  violation  of  what  should  be  held 
dearer  than  life  itself,  ought  to  enkindle  in  the  breast  of  every 
freeman." 

"  Pursuing  the  ideas  of  a  native  American,  or  a  person  re- 
siding in  that  country,  what  must  be  the  sense  they  feel  of  the 
repeated  injuries  that  have  for  a  succession  of  years  past  been 
heaped  on  them  ?  To  have  their  property,  under  the  idea  of 
asserting  a  right  to  tax  them,  voted  away  by  one  act  of  parlia- 
ment, and  their  charters,  under  an  idea  of  the  supreme  autho- 
rity of  the  British  legislature,  swept  away  by  another  vote  of 
parliament.  Thus  depriving  them,  or  rather  claiming  a  right 
to  dispose  of  every  shilling  they  are  worth,  without  one  of 
them  being  represented  by  the  persons  pretending  to  exercise 
this  right;  and  thus  stripping  them  of  their  natural  rights, 
growing  out  of  the  constitution,  confirmed  by  charter,  and 
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recognized  by  every  branch  of  the  legislature,  Avithout  cxami-  SECT.  VI. 
nation,  or  even  without  hearing."*  v..^-v-^^ 

"  The  Americans,"  said  Chatham,  "  are  a  wise,  industrious, 
and  prudent  people.  They  possess  too  much  good  sense,  and 
too  much  spirit,  ever  to  submit  to  hold  their  properties  on  so 
precarious  and  disgraceful  a  tenure.  They  see  us,  besides, 
immersed  in  luxury,  dissipation,  venality,  and  corruption ;  they 
perceive,  that,  even  if  they  were  wiiUng  to  contribute,  to  what 
purposes  their  contributions  would  be  appUed ;  to  nothing  but 
the  extinction  of  public  and  private  virtue  there,  as  has  already 
been  the  case  here."f 

An  American  finds  not  only  instruction,  but  a  gratification 
such  as  is  commonly  enjoyed,  in  looking  back  upon  a  hideous 
evil  from  which  you  have  lastingly  escaped,  when  he  retraces 
the  portraits  drawn  by  near  observers,  whose  title  to  credit  is 
beyond  dispute,  of  the  cabinets  and  men  to  whom  the  English 
monarch  and  nation  committed  the  liberties  and  fortunes  of  the 
colonies.  Let  us  see  how  they  are  described  by  three  states- 
men of  different  political  views  and  connexions,  and  of  the 
fullest  and  most  intimate  experience  in  the  ministerial  govern- 
ment of  the  kingdom.  In  the  debate  of  the  House  of  Lords 
of  Feb.  1st,  1775,  Lord  Mansfield  said — "  I  have  seen  much 
of  courts,  parliaments  and  cabinets,  and  have  been  a  frequent 
witness  to  the  means  used  to  acquire  popularity,  and  the  base 
and  mean  purposes  to  which  that  popularity  has  been  after- 
wards employed.  I  have  been  in  cabinets  where  the  great 
struggle  has  not  been  to  advance  the  public  interest;  not  by 
coalition  and  mutual  assistance  to  strengthen  the  hands  of 
government;  but  by  cabals,  jealously  and  mutual  distrust,  to 
thwart  each  others  designs,  and  to  circumvent  each  other,  in 
order  to  obtain  power  and  pre-eminence." 

Lord  Chatham,  in  concluding  the  defence  of  his  plan  of 
Conciliation  at  the  sitting  of  the  Lords  of  the  1st  February, 
1775,  apostrophized  the  ministers  of  the  day  thus  : 

"  Yet  when  I  consider  the  whole  case  as  it  lies  before  me, 
I  am  not  much  astonished;  I  am  not  surprised  that  men  who 
hate  liberty  should  detest  those  that  prize  it;  or  that  those  who 
want  virtue  themselves,  should  endeavour  to  persecute  those 
who  possess  it.  Were  I  disposed  to  carr\'  this  theme  to  the 
extent  that  truth  would  fully  bear  me  out  in,  I  could  demon- 
strate that  the  whole  of  your  political  conduct  has  been  one 
continued  series  of  weakness,  temerit}^,  despotism,  ignorance, 


•  Debate  in  tlic  House  of  Lords,  Nov.  15,  1775 
t  Ibid. 
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PA.RT  r.  futility,  negligence,  blundering,  and  the  most  notorious  sei*vili- 
-^"^'^^^  ty,  incapacity  and  corruption.  On  reconsideration,  I  must 
allow  }  ou  one  merit,  a  strict  attention  to  your  own  interests  ; 
in  that  view,  you  appear  sound  statesmen  and  able  politicians. 
You  well  know  if  the  present  measure  (of  reconciliation  with 
the  colonies)  should  prevail,  that  you  must  instantly  lose  your 
places.  I  doubt  much  whether  you  will  be  able  to  keep  them 
on  any  terms  :  but  sure  I  am,  that  such  are  your  well  known 
characters  and  abilities,  any  plan  of  reconciliation,  however 
moderate,  wise,  and  feasible,  must  fail  in  your  hands.  Such, 
then,  being  your  precarious  situation,  who  can  wonder  that 
you  should  put  a  negative  on  any  measure  which  must  annihi- 
late your  power,  deprive  you  of  your  emoluments,  and  at  once 
reduce  you  to  that  state  of  insignificance,  for  which  God  and 
nature  designed  you." 

Earlier — in  the  debate  respecting  the  disorders  in  America, 
1770, — Lord  Shelburne  held  this  language  in  the  same  house  : 
"  My  lords, — I  scarcely  remember  a  period  in  history,  an- 
cient or  modern,  where  the  ministers  of  a  state,  however  dead 
to  the  feelings  of  justice,  were  so  lost  to  the  sentiments  of 
shame,  that  they  gloried  to  be  detested  by  every  honest  indivi- 
dual of  their  country.  This  pinnacle  of  profligacy  was  reserved 
for  the  present  ministers  of  Great  Britain,  who  have  adopted 
the  principle  of  the  Roman  tyrant  as  far  as  they  were  able ; 
and  if  our  heads  were  beyond  their  power,  have  at  least  cut  off 
all  our  liberties  with  a  blow." 

3.  As  the  fellowship  of  enterprise,  suffering,  and  object, 
during  the  war  of  1756,  between  the  colonies  and  the  mother 
country,  the  copious  effusion  of  their  blood  in  the  same  mili- 
tary operations,  and  their  joint  triumph,  failed  to  inspire  her 
even  with  the  sympathies  natural  to  the  most  common  alliance, 
the  more  intimate  relations  with  them  into  which  that  war 
brought  her;  the  opportunities  which  it  afforded  for  a  thorough 
observation  of  their  character  and  situation  ;  had  no  effect  in 
curing  her  profound  ignorance  on  these  points.  It  appears, 
indeed,  the  less  extraordinary,  that  the  metropolitan  councils 
should  have  remained  in  this  state,  when  it  is  noted,  that  most 
of  the  royal  governors  in  America  seemed,  with  all  the  advan- 
tages of  their  situation,  to  have  no  clearer  insight.  Indig- 
nation might  relax  into  mirth,  when  we  read  the  language 
which  the  governor  of  Massachusetts  addressed  to  his  princi- 
pals in  1 774.  "  The  colonists  talk  of  fixing  a  plan  of  govern- 
ment of  their  own ;  and  it  is  somewhat  surprising^  that  so  many 
in  the  other  provinces  interest  themselves  so  much  in  the  behalf 
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ot  this  of  Massachusetts.  I  find  they  have  sojne  warm  friends  SECT.  vr. 
in  New  York  and  Philadelphia ;  and  I  learn  by  an  officer  who  v.^^^-^^ 
left  Carolina,  the  latter  end  of  August,  that  the  people  of  Charles- 
ton are  as  mad  as  they  are  Aere."^ 

If  any  British  statesman  could  be  expected  to  understand 
thoroughly  the  nature  and  condition  of  the  Americans,  it  was 
Chatham ;  yet,  he  is  reported  to  have  spoken  in  parliament  in 
1776,  in  this  strain: 

"  There  were  not  wanting  some,  when  I  had  the  honour  to 
serve  his  majesty,  to  propose  to  me  to  burn  my  fingers  with 
an  American  stamp-act.  With  the  enemy  at  their  back,  with 
our  bayonets  at  their  breasts,  in  the  day  of  their  distress,  per- 
haps the  Americans  would  have  submitted  to  the  imposition ; 
but  it  would  have  been  taking  an  ungenerous  and  unjust  ad- 
vantage. A  great  deal  has  been  said  without  doors,  of  the 
power,  of  the  strength  of  America.  It  is  a  topic  that  ought  to 
be  cautiously  meddled  with.  In  a  good  cause,  on  a  sound 
bottom,  the  force  of  this  country  can  crush  America  to  atoms. 
I  know  the  valour  of  your  troops.  I  know  the  skill  of  your 
officers.  There  is  not  a  company  of  foot  that  has  served  in 
America^  out  of  which  you  may  not  pick  a  man  oj  sufficient 
knoxvledge  and  experience^  to  make  a  governor  of  a  colony  there,'*'' 

In  their  first  projects  for  subverting  the  liberties  of  Ame- 
rica ;  in  every  step  which  they  took  as  they  prosecuted  their 
aim;  in  all  that  they  uttered,  the  ministry  betrayed  that  they 
were  entire  strangers  to  her  spirit  and  resources.  Indeed,  the 
almost  universal  ignorance  of  the  British  on  these  points,  ren- 
dered them  altogether  unfit  to  hold  dominion  over  the  colonies, 
and  constituted,  in  itself,  a  sufficient  reason  why  the  connexion 
should  be  dissolved.  We  may  judge  of  the  delusions,  com- 
mon to  rulers  and  people,  by  the  following  specimens  drawn 
from  the  parliameotary  debates. 

"  My  Lords,"  said  the  Lord  Chancellor  Northington  to  the 
Upper  House,  in  1766,f  "  the  colonies  are  become  too  big  to 
be  governed  by  the  laws  they  at  first  set  out  with.  They  have 
therefore  run  into  confusion,  and  it  will  be  the  policy  of  this 
country  to  form  a  plan  of  laws  for  them.  If  they  withdraw 
allegiance,  you  must  withdraw  protection;  and  then  the  little 
state  of  Genoa^  or  the  kingkdom^  or  rather  republic  of  Szveden^ 
?nay  soon  overrun  them.'*'' 

"  X  have  the  best  reasons  for  thinking,"  said  the  prime  mi- 


*  Letter  from  the  Hon.  Gov.  Gage  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  dated  Bo^ 
ton,  20th  Sept.  1774. 
t  Debate  on  disturbances  in  America. 
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PART  1.  nister,  Lord  North,  in  1 770,*  "  that  the  American  associations 
^■^"^^-^^  not  to  buy  British  goods,  must  be  speedily  self-destroyed ;  be- 
cause the  Americans,  to  distress  us,  will  not  injure  themselves ; 
because  they  are  already  weary  of  giving  an  advanced  price 
for  commodities  they  are  obliged  to  purchase;  and  because, 
after  all  the  hardships  which  they  say  their  commerce  groans 
under,  it  is  still  obviously  their  interest  not  to  commence  ma- 
nufactures." 

The  eloquent  Glover,  in  the  speech  at  the  bar  of  the  Com- 
mons, which  I  have  already  cited,  taught  that  body  a  more  ac- 
curate lesson,  while  he  took  an  instructive  review  of  the  suc- 
cessive delusions  of  the  nation. 

"  I  would  have  accompanied  others  more  speculative  through 
their  several  gradations  of  hope,  still  disappointed,  and  still 
reviving,  but  for  one  observation,  which  I  have  generally  kept 
concealed,  but  will  soon  reveal  to  you.  But  for  this  observa- 
tion I  might  have  concurred  with  the  public  belief,  that  the 
capital  of  a  province,  novr  declared  in  rebellion,  would  have 
submitted  on  the  landing  of  a  few  regiments;  this  failing,  that 
other  provinces  from  ancient  jealously  and  disgust  would  not 
have  interfered,  and  would  have  rather  sought  their  own  ad- 
vantage out  of  that  town's  distress;  this  failing,  that  they  never 
would  have  proceeded  to  the  length  of  constituting  a  certain 
inauspicious  assembly  among  themselves;  this  failing,  that  the 
members  of  such  assembly  would  have  disagreed,  and  not 
framed  a  single  resolution.  This  last  hope  having  proi'ed  abor- 
tive, a  new  one  is  popularly  adopted,  that  the  first  intelligence 
of  enforcing  measures,  at  least  the  bare  commencement  of 
their  execution  will  tame  the  most  refractory  spirits.  I  will 
here  state  the  grounds  of  this,  and  all  the  preceding  hopes ; 
afterwards  with  your  indulgence  the  ground  of  my  original 
and  continued  doubts. 

"  Our  trading  nation  naturally  assumed,  that  the  present 
contention  would  be  with  traders  in  America.  The  stock  of 
a  trader,  whether  his  own,  or  in  part,  and  often  the  greatest 
part,  a  property  of  others  confiding  in  him,  is  personal,  lodged 
in  a  magazine,  and  exposed  in  seasons  of  commotion  to  in- 
stantaneous devastation.  The  circumstance  of  such  property, 
the  considerations  suggested  by  common  prudence,  by  the 
sense  of  common  justice  to  those  who  have  given  a  generous 
credit,  rarelv  make  room  for  that  intrepidity,  which  meets 
force  with  force.  Hence  I  admit,  that  the  mere  traffickers 
would  have  submitted  at  first,  and  will  now,  v.henever  they 
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dare.  The  reason,  why  they  have  not  dared,  is  the  founda-  SECT.  VI. 
tion  of  my  doubts.  v,^-v-^.^ 

"  I  am  speaking  to  an  enlightened  assembly,  conversant 
with  their  own  annals.  In  those  ages,  the  reverse  of  com- 
mercial, when  your  ancestors  filled  the  ranks  of  men  at  arms, 
and  composed  the  cavalry  of  England,  of  whom  did  the  in- 
fantrv  consist  ?  A  race  miknown  to  other  kingdoms,  and  in 
the  present  opulence  of  traffic,  almost  extinct  in  this,  the  yeo- 
manry of  England ;  an  order  of  men,  possessing  paternal  in- 
heritance, cultivated  under  their  own  care,  enough  to  pre- 
serve independence,  and  cherish  the  generous  sentiments  at- 
tendant on  that  condition  ;  v/ithout  superfluity  for  idleness,  or 
effeminate  indulgence. 

"  Of  such  doth  North  America  consist.  The  race  is  re- 
vived there  in  greater  numbers,  and  in  a  greater  proportion  to 
the  rest  of  the  inhabitants ;  and  in  such  the  power  of  that  con- 
tinent resides.  These  keep  the  traffickers  in  awe.  These, 
many  hundred  thousands  in  multitude,  with  enthusiasm  in 
their  hearts,  with  the  petition,  the  bill  of  rights,  and  the  acts 
of  settlement,  silent  and  obsolete  in  some  places,  but  vocifer- 
ous and  fresh,  as  newly  born,  among  them ;  these,  hot  with 
the  blood  of  their  progenitors,  the  enthusiastic  scourges  at  one 
period,  and  the  revolutional  expellers,  of  tyranny,  at  another ; 
these,  unpractised  in  frivolous  dissipation  and  ruinous  profu- 
sion^ standing  armed  on  the  spot ;  possessing,  delivered  do\vn 
from  their  fathers,  a  property  not  moveable,  nor  exposed  to 
total  destruction,  therefore  maintainable,  and  exciti?  g  all  the 
spirit  and  vigour  of  defence  ;  these,  under  such  circumstances 
of  number,  animation  and  manners,  their  lawyers  and  clergy 
blowing  the  trumpet,  are  we  to  encounter  with  a  handful  of 
men  sent  three  thousand  miles  over  the  ocean  to  seek  such  ad- 
versaries on  their  own  paternal  ground. — But  these  will  not 
fght^  says  the  general  voice  of  Great  Britain^"*  &c. 

It  was  long  before  the  British  government  and  the  majority 
of  the  British  people,  could  be  persuaded  that  America  would 
have  the  resolution  to  look  the  mother  country  in  the  face,  and 
steadily  resist  its  immense  power.  They  supposed  a  success- 
ful resistance  impossible,  arguing  from  considerations  natural 
enough  in  the  frame  of  mind,  and  habits  of  action,  almost 
universal  throughout  Europe.  America  consisted,  to  their  eye, 
only  of  parts  of  a  nation,  and  those  the  meanest  in  quality, 
^  because  the  least  artificial  in  the  modification,  and  tinselled 
in  the  drapery ;  she  had  neither  standing  armies,  disciplined 
forces,  fleets  nor  fortresses  ;  she  wanted  great  and  small  arms, 
flints,  ammunition;  she  laboured  under  a  scarcitv  of  coin  :  she 
Vol.  I.— A  a 
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PART.  I.  would  have  terrible  difficulty  in  procuring  clothing,  salt,  medi- 
^'^^v^'^  cines ;  jealousies  rankled  between  the  several  provinces,  and 
must  quickly  break  their  precipitate  league,  &c.  When  the 
revolution  took  a  consistent  character,  and  generated  resources, 
its  impetus  was  ascribed,  by  these  sagacious  reasoners,  to  any 
other  cause,  than  the  heroic  spirit  which  informed  it,  and 
which  easily  surmounted  all  common  obstacles.  They  were 
never  touched  by  what  they  could  not  discern,  and  their  infa- 
tuation continued  therefore  nearly  the  same  in  all  points.  In 
1776,  their  commissioner  on  the  coast  of  America,  Lord 
Howe,  was  instructed  to  offer  pardon  upon  submission ;  and 
the  letters  which  passed  between  this  herald  of  clemency  and 
Dr.  Franklin,  as  one  of  the  committee  of  conference  deputed 
by  Congress,  were  published  the  same  year,  in  London,  to 
show  the  insolence  of  the  insurgents  in  refusing  the  offer  of 
pardon  upon  sub?nission. 

The  following  extract  from  a  speech  of  Lord  George  Ger- 
main, of  May,  1777,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  will  furnish 
still  more  striking  evidence  of  the  manner  in  which  the  minis- 
try indulged  their  own  spleen,  and  fed  the  delusion  of  their 
followers.  His  Lordship  said — "  As  to  the  campaign,  he 
thought  he  had  the  greatest  reason  to  expect  success  from  the 
army  of  General  Howe  being  in  good  order,  and  more  numer- 
ous from  recruits  than  in  the  last  campaign  ;  while  that  of  the 
rebels  was  in  much  worse  order,  and  less  numerous  :  that  the 
fleet  was  also  reinforced  with  some  ships  of  the  line,  which 
were  wanting  last  year;  that  he  thought  himself  farther  found- 
ed in  his  expectation  from  the  minds  of  the  people  turning ; 
from  their  experiencing  the  misery  of  anarchy,  confusion,  and 
despotism,  instead  of  the  happiness  and  security  they  enjoyed 
under  the  legal  government  of  this  country ;  that  these  emo- 
tions had  operated  so  strongly  in  their  minds,  that  very  many- 
deserters  had  left  the  rebel  army,  and  come  into  General 
Howe  with  their  arms;  many  hundreds  were  coming  in  every 
day:  that  he  had formed  his  opinion  from  the  circumstances  of 
the  Congress  having  given  up  the  government^  confessing  them- 
selves unequal  to  it^  and  created  Mr.  Washington  dictator  of 
America;  these  circumstances,  he  thought,  promised  divisions 
among  them.  That  another  circumstance,  which  every  day 
proved  of  yet  greater  importance,  was,  their  being  disappoint- 
ed in  their  expectations  of  assistance  from  France,  They  had 
been  buoyed  up  with  that  hope,  and  made  to  believe,  that  a 
superior  French  fleet  would  be  seen  riding  on  their  coasts ;  in 
all  w^hich  they  now  felt  themselves  deceived,  and  resented  it 
accordingly.    That  they  had  met  with  the  same  disappoint- 
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ment  from  Spain  ;  not  that  he  asserted  they  had  not  received  SECT.  VI. 
underhand  assistance  from  both,  in  officers,  &c.  but  what  they  v^^^v^^ 
were  promised  was  open  avowed  assistance.  Yet,  Sir,  added 
his  lordship,  for  the  protection  of  France  they  would  pay 
largely ;  they  have  offered  largely ;  they  have,  by  their  pre- 
tended ambassadors,  actually  offered  to  the  French  court  all  our 
West  India  islands  !  There  is  liberality.  Sir  !  There  is  love  of 
freedom,  to  consign  so  readily  to  French  dominion  and  des- 
potism, the  whole  West  Indies 

It  was  about  the  date  of  this  happy  effusion, — only  a  few 
months  before  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne, — that  Lord  Stor- 
mont,  the  British  ambassador  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  being 
addressed  by  Messrs.  Franklin  and  Deane,  commissioners  of 
the  American  Congress  at  the  same  court,  on  the  subject  of 
an  exchange  of  prisoners,  answered  in  these  words— ^'  The 
King's  ambassador  receives  no  applications  from  rebels  unless 
they  come  to  implore  his  Majesty's  clemency  /" 

4.  Besides  the  consideration  of  the  colossal  power  of  the 
mother  country,  and  the  many  acknowledged  obstacles  to  suc- 
cessful resistance  inherent  in  the  condition  and  habits  of  the 
colonies,  other  encouragements  were  wanted  by  the  ministe- 
rial majority  in  parliament,  and  still  more  by  the  body  of  the 
people,  for  perseverance  in  the  system  of  tyrannical  coercion. 
In  defiance  of  the  fresh  experience  of  the  war  of  '56  ;  of 
the  whole  current  of  the  colonial  history ;  of  positive  evidence 
of  ever\"  description ;  the  moral  and  intellectual  character  of 
the  colonists  was  made  to  furnish  those  encouragements.  They 
were  at  once  cowards,  knaves,  and  dolts,  rebellious  and  inso- 
lent, whom  it  would  be  easy  to  subdue,  and  just  to  bring  un- 
der a  rigorous  discipline.  The  most  was  made  on  every  oc- 
casion, of  these  pretended  traits  and  dispositions,  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  ministerial  policy,  the  gratification  of  spleen,  or  the 
display  of  wit,  both  in  and  out  of  parliament.  What  passed 
in  that  body  ought  not  to  be  forgotten ;  for,  it  affords  a  portent- 
ous and  instructive  example  of  national  arrogance  trampling 
on  all  public  decorum,  all  experience  and  verisimilitude  ;  all 
self-interest  and  self-respect ;  all  justice  and  gratitude  ;  all  the 
most  sacred  regards,  and  endearing  affinities. 

With  respect  to  the  House  of  Commons,  a  single  extract 
from  the  Reports  of  its  debates,  may  suffice.  The  tenor  of  this 
extract  will  strike  every  reader  who  is  familiar  with  the  tone, 
and  favourite  topics,  of  the  late  English  publications  concem- 
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PART  I.  ing  America.  Colonel  Grant  said — he  had  served  in  Ame- 
^■^"v^  rica;  knew  the  Americans  very  well;  was  certain  they  would 
not  fight;  they  would  never  dare  to  face  an  English  army  ;  and 
that  they  did  not  possess  any  of  the  qualifications  necessary  to 
make  a  good  soldier ;  he  repeated  many  of  their  common-place 
expressions  ;  ridiculed  their  enthusiasm  in  relig'ion^  and  drew  a 
disagreeable  picture  of  their  maimers  and  luays  of  living."^^^ 

The  picture  sketched  by  the  gallant  colonel  is  said  to  have 
produced  much  mirth  in  the  House,  and  obtained  implicit  cre- 
dit from  the  majorit}'.  The  chronicles  of  the  time  relate  that 
a  suspicion  of  its  accuracy  did  not  arise,  until  some  months 
after,  when  news  was  received  in  England  of  the  battle  of 
Breed's  Hill ;  and  of  the  expedition  to  Canada,  which,  as  it  is 
related  by  Brougham  in  his  Colonial  Policy,  furnishes  an  ex- 
cellent comment  on  the  speech  of  Grant. 

"  While  the  most  sanguine  friends  of  American  indepen- 
dence scarcely  ventured  to  hope  that  the  colonists  would  be 
able  to  maintain  their  ground  against  the  forces  of  the  mother 
country-,  they  astonished  the  world,  by  commencing  offensive 
operations.  The  very  first  campaign  of  that  unhappy  war,  was 
signalized  by  a  successful  expedition  of  the  revolters  against 
the  stations  of  the  British  forces  on  the  frontiers  of  Canada ; 
and  the  gates  of  that  province  were  thus  thrown  open  to  the 
most  formidable  invasion,  which  threatened  the  total  conquest 
of  the  country  before  the  end  of  the  same  year.  The  gallant 
leaders  to  whom  those  operations  were  entrusted,  actually  re- 
duced the  whole  of  Upper  Canada,  and  were  only  foiled  in 
their  attempts  on  Quebec,  by  the  ill  choice  of  the  season,  owing 
chiefly  to  the  divisions  of  opinion  that  constantly  attend  the 
offensive  measures  of  governments  newdy  formed  upon  a  popu- 
lar model ;  the  union  of  the  besieged  in  defence  of  their  large 
property,  which  they  were  taught  to  believe  would  be  exposed 
to  the  plunder  of  the  rebels ;  and  the  extensive  powers  wisely 
confided  by  the  British  government  to  General  Carleton — 
powers  formerlv  unknown  in  any  of  the  colonies,  and  utterly 
inconsistent  w4th  a  government  bearing  the  faintest  resem- 
blance to  a  popular  form.  Thus  had  the  infant  republic  of 
America,  immediately  at  the  commencement  of  separate  ope- 
rations, and  above  half  a  year  previous  to  the  formal  declara- 
tion of  independence,  almost  succeeded  in  the  conquest  of  a 


*  Debate  of  Feb.  2d,  1775.  This  Colonel  Grant  was  the  same  that  com- 
manded the  detachment  whose  defeat  near  Fort  Du  Quesne  I  have  noticed 
in  my  4th  Section,  and  which  was  preserved  from  utter  destruction  by  the 
braverj-  of  the  Virginia  militia. 
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British  colony,  strong  by  its  natural  position,  by  the  vigour  of  SECT.  VI. 
its  internal  administration,  by  the  experience  of  the  veteran  ^-^^v-w 
troops  who  defended  it,  and  by  the  skill  of  the  gallant  officer 
who  commanded  these  forces ;  while  the  only  advantages  of 
the  assailants  consisted  in  the  romantic  valour  of  their  leaders, 
the  enthusiasm  of  men  fighting  in  their  own  cause,  and  the 
vigorous  councils  of      independent  community."* 

In  the  House  of  Lords,  the  empyrean  of  British  legislation 
and  senatorial  dignity,  "  that  great  body  of  his  majesty's  brave 
and  faithful  subjects  with  which  his  American  provinces  hap- 
pily abounded,"!  was  still  more  roughly  handled  than  in  St. 
Stephen's  Chapel.  "  A  little  before  I  left  London,  in  1775," 
says  Franklin,!  "  being  at  the  House  of  Lords  when  a  debate 
in  which  Lord  Camden  was  to  speak,  and  who,  indeed,  spoke 
admirably  on  American  affairs,  I  was  much  disgusted  from 
the  ministerial  side,  by  many  base  reflections  on  American 
courage,  religion,  understanding,  &c.  in  which  we  were  treat- 
ed with  the  utmost  contempt,  as  the  lowest  of  mankind,  and 
almost  of  a  different  species  from  the  English  of  Britain  ;  but 
particularly  the  American  honesty  was  abused  by  some  of  the 
lords,  who  asserted  that  we  were  all  knaves,  and  wanted  only 
by  this  dispute  to  avoid  paying  our  debts ;  that  if  we  had  any 
sense  of  equity  or  justice,  we  should  offer  payment  of  the 
tea,"  &c. 

The  parliamentary  history  furnishes  copious  proof  of  this 
statement  of  Franklin.  Such  specimens  abound  as  the  follow- 
ing: "  Earl  Talbot  said,  the  noble  Earl  who  spoke  last  has 
certainly  hit  off  one  leading  feature  of  the  Americans.  His 
lordship  tells  you  that  even  in  the  midst  of  their  zeal  for  free- 
dom and  independence,  they  were  not  able  to  conquer  their 
natural  propensity  to  jraud  and  concealnipnt^^  8s:c.  &c. 

"  The  duke  of  Chandos  rose,  and  moved  an  address  of 
thanks.  His  grace  began  with  stating  the  many  public  and 
private  virtues  of  the  sovereign,  and  the  obstinacy^  baseness^ 
and  ingratitude^  of  his  rebellious  subjects  in  America^^^  &c.  &c. 

The  extent  to  which  this  obloquy  was  carried,  on  one  point, 
is  evidenced,  even  by  a  protest  of  the  minority,  who  adduced 
it  as  one  of  their  motives  to  dissent,  in  the  following  remark- 
able language :  "  We  do  not  apprehend  that  the  topic  so  much 
insisted  upon  by  a  lord  high  in  office,  namely,  the  cozuardice  oj 
his  Majesty^s  American  subjects^  to  have  any  weight  in  itself, 
or  be  at  all  agreeable  to  the  dignity  of  sentiment  which  ought 


Bookn.  Sect,  i.         f  Vide  page  121.         ^.  Memoirs,  vol.  i. 


190 


DISPOSITIONS  FROM  THE 


PART  I.  to  characterize  this  House.    This  is  to  call  for  resistance, 
"^^^^^^^  and  to  provoke  rebellion  by  the  most  powerful  of  all  motives 
which  can  act  upon  men  of  any  degree  of  spirit  and  sensi- 
bility." 

The  lord  high  in  office  alluded  to  in  the  protest,  was  the 
Earl  of  Sandwich,  who  presided  over  the  admiralty,  and  pos- 
sessed a  considerable  share  of  influence  in  the  cabinet.  His 
speech  is  a  precious  sample,  of  the  general  strain  of  the  mother 
country  at  this  period,  respecting  her  transatlantic  offspring. 
It  is  a  model  which  has  hardly  been  surpassed  in  the  multitude 
of  similar  effusions  at  our  expense,  to  which  almost  every  year 
since  its  date  has  given  birth.  Its  pleasantry  is  inimitable; 
and  the  truth  of  the  details,  as  well  as  the  delicacy  of  the  tone, 
will  be  more  strongly  felt,  on  a  reference  to  what  I  have  nar- 
rated, in  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  provincials  at  Louisbourg, 
and  the  efficacy  of  their  conquest. 

The  Earl  of  Sandwich  said — suppose  the  colonies  do 
abound  in  men,  what  does  that  signify?  They  are  raw,  undis- 
ciplined, cowardly  men.  I  wish,  instead  of  40,  or  50,000 
of  these  brave  fellows,  they  would  produce  in  the  field  at  least 
200,000.  The  more  the  better:  the  easier  would  be  the  con- 
quest; if  they  did  not  run  away  they  would  starve  themselves 
into  compliance  with  our  measures.  I  will  tell  your  lordships 
an  anecdote  that  happened  at  the  siege  of  Louisbourg.  Sir 
Peter  Warren  told  me,  that  in  order  to  try  the  courage  of  the 
Americans,  he  ordered  that  a  great  number  of  them  should  be  ' 
placed  in  the  front  of  the  army;  the  Americans  pretended  at 
first  to  be  very  much  elated  at  this  mark  of  distinction,  and 
boasted  what  mighty  feats  they  would  do  upon  the  scene  of 
action ;  however,  when  the  moment  came  to  put  in  execution 
this  boasted  courage,  behold,  every  one  of  them  ran  from  the 
front  to  the  rear  of  the  army,  with  as  much  expedition  as  their 
feet  could  carry  them,  and  threatened  to  go  off  entirely,  if  the 
commander  offered  to  make  them  a  shield  to  protect  the  Bri- 
tish soldiers  at  the  expense  of  their  blood ;  they  did  not  under- 
stand such  usage.  Sir  Peter  finding  what  egregious  cowards 
they  were,  and  knowing  of  what  importance  such  numbers 
would  be  to  intimidate  the  French  by  their  appearance,  told 
these  A?nerica}i  heroes^  that  his  orders  had  been  misunderstood, 
that  he  always  intended  to  keep  them  in  the  rear  of  the  araiy 
to  make  the  great  push;  that  it  was  the  custom  of  generals  to 
preserve  the  best  troops  to  the  last;  that  this  was  also  the 
Roman  custom,  and  as  the  Americans  resembled  the  Romans 
in  every  thing,  particularly  in  courage  and  a  love  to  their 
country,  he  should  make  no  scruple  of  following  the  Roman 
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custom,  and  he  made  no  doubt  but  the  modem  Romans  would  SECT.  VI. 
show  acts  of  bravery  equal  to  any  in  ancient  Rome.  By  such 
discourses  as  these,  said  Sir  Peter  Warren,  I  made  shift  to 
keep  them  with  us,  though  I  took  care  they  should  be  pushed 
forward  in  no  dangerous  conflict.  Now,  I  can  tell  the  noble 
Lord,  that  this  is  exactly  the  situation  of  all  the  heroes  in  North 
Ajnerica;  they  are  all  Romans.  And  are  those  men  to  fright 
us  from  the  post  of  honour?  Believe  me,  my  Lords,  the  very 
sound  of  a  cannon  would  carry  them  off,  in  Sir  Peter's  words, 
as  fast  as  their  feet  could  carry  them."* 

Although  a  majority  of  the  noble  lords  chuckled  at  the  wag- 
gery of  the  British  commodore,  and  the  vis  coinica  of  the  head 
of  the  Admiralty,  there  was,  as  the  above-mentioned  protest 
teaches,  a  small  minority  of  the  assembly,  who  neither  relished 
the  joke,  nor  comprehended  the  manliness  of  this  course  of 
argument  in  favour  of  the  proscription  of  a  whole  people.  A 
generous  indignation  at  the  language  held  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  roused  several  of  the  members  of  that  body,  to  stem 
the  torrent  of  opprobrium,  and  I  should  commit  an  injustice, 
if  I  did  not  repeat  something  of  what  was  uttered  on  the 
American  side. 

"  Col.  Barre  said — the  Americans  had  been  called  cowards, 
but  the  very  regiment  of  foot  which  behaved  so  gallantly  at 
Bunkers-hill,  (an  engagenaent  that  smacked  more  of  defeat 
than  victory)  the  very  corps  that  broke  the  whole  French  co- 
lumn and  threw  them  in  such  disorder  at  the  siege  of  Quebec, 
was  three  parts  composed  of  these  cowards. "f  Governor 
Johnstone  paid  the  following  tribute :  "  To  a  mind  that  loves  to 
contemplate  the  glorious  spirit  of  freedom,  no  spectacle  can  be 
more  affecting  than  the  action  at  Bunkers-hill.  To  see  an  ir- 
regular peasantry  commanded  by  a  physician  ;  inferior  in  num- 
bers; opposed  by  every  circumstance  of  cannon  and  bombs 
that  could  terrify  timid  minds,  calmly  waiting  the  attack  of 
the  gallant  Howe,  leading  on  the  best  troops  in  the  world,  with 
an  excellent  train  of  artillery,  and  twice  repulsing  those  very 
troops  who  had  often  chased  the  battalions  of  France,  and  at 
last  retiring  for  want  of  ammunition,  but  in  so  respectable  a 
manner  that  they  were  not  even  pursued — Who  can  reflect  on 
such  scenes  and  not  adore  the  constitution  of  government 
which  could  breed  such  men  !":|: 

The  pusillanimity  of  the  provincials  served  as  an  enliven- 
ing topic  for  the  circles  of  fashion,  and  the  clubs  of  the  coffee 


*  Debate,  March  15th,  1775. 
t  Debate,  October  26tli,  1775. 
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PART  I.  houses,  as  well  as  for  the  august  body  of  parliament.  Accord- 
^-^■^^-^  ing  to  Franklin,^  "  ever^'  man  in  England,  in  the  year  1767, 
seemed  to  consider  himself  as  a  piece  of  a  sovereign  over 
America;  seemed  to  jostle  himself  into  the  throne  with  the 
king,  and  talked  of  our  subjects  in  the  colonies,'''^  In  1775, 
almost  every  man  in  England  thought  himself  able  to  conquer 
America,  and  talked,  in  the  vrords  of  the  ministr}^,  of  the  pali- 
node which  the  dastardly  Americans  would  sing,  at  the  very 
appearance  of  a  single  British  regiment.  The  English  news- 
papers of  the  day  bear  me  out  in  this  representation;  and 
Franklin  has  left  on  record,  in  one  of  his  lettersf  to  an  Eng- 
lish correspondent,  a  piece  of  concurrent  testimony  sufficiently 
pointed.  It  is  to  be  inserted  here,  not  merely  for  the  sake  of 
the  historical  fact,  but  for  the  concluding  observations,  which  I 
wish  to  be  taken  as  a  commentary,  upon  all  that  I  have  quoted 
on  this  head  from  the  British  orators. 

"  Thfe  word  general  puts  me  in  mind  of  a  general,  your 
general  Clarke,  who  had  the  folly  to  say,  in  my  hearings  at 
Sir  John  Pringle's,  that  with  a  thousand  British  grenadiers,  he 
would  undertake  to  go  from  one  end  of  America  to  the  other, 
and  geld  all  the  males,  pardy  by  force  and  partly  by  a  little 
coaxing.  It  is  plain  he  took  us  for  a  species  of  animals  very 
little  superior  to  brutes.  The  parliament  too  believed  the 
stories  of  another  foolish  general,  I  forget  his  name,  that  the 
Yankees  never  felt  bold, 

"  Yankey  was  understood  to  be  a  sort  of  Yahoo,  and  the 
parliament  did  not  think  that  the  petitions  of  such  creatures 
were  fit  to  be  received  and  read  in  so  wise  an  assembly.  What 
was  the  consequence  of  this  monstrous  pride  and  insolence  ? 
You  first  sent  small  armies  to  subdue  us,  believing  them  more 
than  sufficient,  but  soon  found  yourselves  obliged  to  send 
greater  ;  these,  whenever  they  ventured  to  penetrate  our  coun- 
try beyond  the  protection  of  their  ships,  were  either  repulsed 
and  obliged  to  scamper  out,  or  were  surrounded,  beaten,  and 
taken  prisoners.  An  American  planter,  who  had  never  seen 
Europe,  was  chosen  by  us  to  command  our  troops,  and  con- 
tinued during  the  whole  war.  This  man  sent  home  to  you, 
one  after  another,  five  of  your  best  generals  baffled,  their  heads 
bare  of  laurels,  disgraced  even  in  the  opinion  of  their  em- 
ployers. Your  contempt  of  our  understandings,  in  compari- 
son with  your  own,  appeared  to  be  not  much  better  founded 
than  that  of  our  courage,  if  we  may  judge  by  this  circum- 


*  Letter  to  Lord  Kames.  London,  April  llth,  1767. 
t  August  19th,  1784. 
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stance,  that  in, whatever  court  of  Europe  a  Yankey  negociator  SECT.  VI. 
appeared,  the  wise  British  minister  was  routed,  put  in  a  pas-  v^-v-w 
sion,  picked  a  quarrel  with  your  friends,  and  was  sent  home 
with  a  flee  in  his  ear." 

5.  The  extreme  of  acrimony,  nay  ferociousness,  into  which 
the  temper  of  the  ministerial  party  towards  the  colonies  had 
run  in  England,  before  their  declaration  of  independence,  and 
even  within  three  or  four  years  after  the  peace  of  Paris,  is 
scarcely  conceivable  on  a  review  of  the  many  circumstances 
which  tended,  with  such  weight  of  reason  and  force  of  pa- 
thos, to  produce  the  opposite  state  of  mind.  We  have  seen 
that,  from  a  mere  calculation  of  interest,  or  from  party-aims, 
the  restoration  of  Canada  was  proposed,  at  the  very  moment 
of  the  consummation  of  the  common  efforts  of  the  mother  coun- 
try and  the  colonies  in  the  struggle  with  France.  When  the  co- 
lonies had  barely  ventured  to  denounce  the  stamp-act,  the  idea 
of  a  more  direct  cheeky  of  vindictive  visitation  by  similar  means, 
was  admitted  and  inculcated.  Franklin,  writing  from  London 
in  1768,  tells  his  correspondent,  "  I  can  assure  you,  that  here 
are  not  wanting  people,  not  now  in  the  ministr}',  but  that  soon 
may  be,  who,  if  they  were  ministers,  would  take  no  step  to 
prevent  an  Indian  war  in  the  colonies ;  being  of  opinion,  which 
they  express  openly,  that  it  would  be  a  very  good  thing,  in  the 
first  place,  to  chastise  the  colonists  for  their  imdutifulness,  and 
then  to  make  them  sensible  of  the  necessity  of  protection  by 
the  troops  of  this  country." 

We  read  in  the  history  of  Gordon,  where  he  treats  of  the 
discussions  in  parliament  respecting  the  repeal  of  the  stamp- 
act,  that  "  the  Dukes  of  York  and  Cumberland,  the  Lords  of 
the  Bed  Chamber,  and  the  officers  of  the  royal  household, 
were  for  carrying  fire  and  sword  to  America,  rather  than  re- 
cal  the  obnoxious  act;  and  that  the  bench  of  bishops  joined 
them."*  The  unnatural  rancour  which  dictated  this  fell  policy, 
could  readily  tolerate  that  of  starving  the  provinces  of  New 
England,  by  cutting  them  off  from  the  fishery  on  their  o-wn 
coast.  In  extenuation  of  this  measure,  and  in  answer  to  the 
objections  of  the  Opposition  in  parliament,  who,  with  the  mi- 
nistry, believed  it  might  produce  famine,  the  Solicitor  General 
of  Scotland,  a  ministerial  oracle,  said,  "  that  though  prevent- 
ed from  fishing  in  the  sea,  the  New  Englanders  had  fish  in 
their  rivers,  to  which  this  act  did  not  prevent  them  from  re- 
sorting; and  that,  though  he  understood  their  country  was  not 


Vol.  I.— B  b 


*  Vol.  ii.  p.  139 
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PART  I.  fit  for  grain,  yet  they  had  a  grain  of  their  own,  Indian  corn, 
^-^^v-^*^  on  zvhich  they  anight  subsist  full  as  zvell  as  they  deserved.''''^ 

When  such  language  was  held  on  a  question  of  this  nature, 
it  is  not  matter  of  surprise  that,  in  the  same  year,  the  majority 
in  parliament  listened,  not  merely  without  shuddering,  but 
with  complacency,  to  the  significative  intimation  already  no- 
ticed, of  one  of  its  members.  Governor  Lyttleton,  respecting 
the  seduction  of  the  American  negroes. 

The  consoling  image  of  a  servile  war  in  the  southern  colo- 
nies, had  even  become  familiar  to  the  meditations  of  the  politi- 
cians, and  was  industriously  presented  to  the  nation.  "  If  the 
obstinacy  of  the  Americans  continues  without  actual  hostili- 
ties," said  Dr.  Johnson,  in  his  Taxation  no  Tyranny,  "  it  may 
perhaps  be  mollifiedhy  turning  out  the  soldiers  to  free  quarters, 
forbidding  any  personal  cruelty  or  hurt.  It  has  been  proposed, 
that  the  slaves  should  be  set  free,  an  act  which  surely  the  lovers 
of  liberty  cannot  but  commend.  If  they  are  furnished  with  fire- 
arms, for  defence^  and  utensils  for  husbandry,  and  settled  in 
some  simple  form  of  government  within  the  country,  they  may 
be  more  grateful  and  honest  than  their  masters."! 

The  Governors  of  Virginia,  the  Carolinas,  and  Florida,  in 
carrying  this  plan  into  efl'ect,  forgot  the  utensils  of  husbandry, 
but  not  the  fire-arms ;  and  offered  these  to  the  negroes,  to  be 
used  not  strictly  for  personal  defence,  but  in  defence  of  their 
sovereign  !  The  ministry  upheld,  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
Lord  Dunmore's  celebrated  proclamation  of  the  7th  Nov. 
1775,  of  which  the  following  passage  is  hardly  yet  effaced 
from  the  memory  of  the  Virginians.  "  I  do  declare  all  indent- 
ed servants,  negroes  or  others  appertaining  to  rebels,  free^  that 
are  able  and  willing  to  bear  arms,  they  joining  his  majesty's 
troops  as  soon  as  may  be,  for  the  more  speedily  reducing  this 
colony  to  a  proper  sense  of  their  duty  to  his  majesty"^ s  crown, 
and  dignity,'''' 

Mr.  Burke,  referring  to  this  subject  in  his  speech  on  the 
Conciliation  with  America,  made  some  remarks,  the  last  of 
which  may  be  particularly  recommended  to  the  attention  of 


*  Debate  of  the  Commons,  March  6th,  1775. 

f  "  That  this  pamphlet  (Taxation  no  Tyranny)  was  written  at  the  desire 
of  those  who  were  then  in  power,  I  have  no  doubt ;  and,  indeed,  Johnson 
owned  to  me,  that  it  had  been  revised  and  curtailed  by  some  of  them.  He 
told  me,  that  they  had  struck  out  one  passage,  which  was  to  this  effect : 
"  That  the  colonists  could  with  no  solidity  argue  from  their  not  having*  been 
taxed  while  in  their  infancy,  that  they  should  Jiot  now  be  taxed.  We  do  not 
put  a  calf  into  the  plough ;  we  wait  till  he  is  an  ox."  He  said,  "  They  struck 
it  out  either  critically  as  too  ludicrous,  or  poUtically  as  too  exasperating  " 
(Soswell.) 
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those  British  critics,  who  so  often  discharge  upon  us,  on  account  SECT.  VI. 
of  our  slave-holding,  "  the  splendid  bile  of  their  virtuous  indig-  ^^^^v-^^ 
nation." 

"  With  regard  to  the  high  aristocratic  spirit  of  Virginia  and 
the  southern  colonies,  it  has  been  proposed,  I  know,  to  reduce 
it,  by  declaring  a  general  enfranchisement  of  their  slaves.  This 
project  has  had  its  advocates  and  panegyrists.  But  I  could 
never  argue  myself  into  an  opinion  of  it.  Slaves  as  these  un- 
fortunate black  people  are,  and  dull  as  all  men  are  from  slavery, 
must  they  not  a  little  suspect  the  offer  of  freedom  from  that 
verij  nation^  zvhich  has  sold  them  to  their  present  masters  ? 
From  that  nation^  one  of  whose  causes  of  quarrel  with  those 
masters^  is  their  refusal  to  deal  any  more  in  that  inlunnan 
traffic  'r 

The  manifesto  and  proclamation  which  the  British  commis- 
sioners for  restoring  peace^  addressed  to  the  Americans  in  Oc- 
tober 1778,  denounced  a  war  of  havoc,  in  terms  that  occasion- 
ed a  motion  in  parliament  for  solemn  reprobation.  In  the 
course  of  the  animated  debate  on  this  motion,=^  the  American 
Congress  of  that  era, — now  classed  by  universal  assent,  with 
the  v/isest  and  most  virtuous  assemblies  of  the  kind  which  are 
mentioned  in  history, — was  the  particular  object  of  proscrip- 
tion and  opprobrium,  with  members  of  both  parties.  Mr. 
Powys  said,  "  if  the  Congress  could  be  picked  up,  man  by 
man,  and  put  to  the  most  exemplary  punishment,  they  should 
all  fall  unpitied  by  him,  because  they  really  deserved  every 
severity  that  could  be  inflicted  on  them." 

Governor  Johnstone]  "  approved  of  the  proclamation 
throughout,  and  condemned  the  American  Congress  in  the 
strongest  terms.  He  thought  no  quarter  ought  to  be  shown  to 
them  ;  and  if  the  infernals  could  be  let  loose  against  them^  he 
should  approve  of  the  measure.  He  said,  the  proclamation  cer- 
tainly did  mean  a  zvar  of  desolation  ;  it  meant  nothing  else : 
it  could  mean  nothing  else ;  and  if  he  had  been  on  the  spot 
when  it  was  issued,  he  would  have  signed  it." 

Mr.  Attorney  General  Wedderburn  said,  "  that  the  procla- 
mation was  as  sober,  conscientious,  and  humane  a  piece  of  good 
writing  as  he  ever  saw:  he  explained  away  the  phrase  of  the 
'  extremes  of  war,'  and  asserted  that  nothing  could  be  done  but 
what  was  necessary  to  self  preservation,  which  he  avowed  was 
a  sufficient  plea  for  all  the  horrors  of  war." 


*  Dec.  4th,  1778. 

f  His  appointment  by  the  ministry  as  one  of  the  commissioners  to  America, 
explains  the  contrariety  between  his  tone  at  this  period,  and  that  which  he 
adopted  at  the  beginning  of  the  war. 
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PART  I.  Mr.  Macdonald  "  understood  the  part  of  the  proclamation 
'•-^"v-'^^  which  gave  such  an  alarm,  to  be  nothing  more  than,  a  warning 
to  the  rebels  not  to  expect  that  lenity  in  future,  which  we  had 
shown  to  them  during  the  course  of  the  war,  when  we  looked 
upon  them  as  our  fellow  subjects,  and  whom  we  wished  to 
reclaim  by  the  most  singular  mildness  and  indulgence.  By 
their  alliance  with  France,  the  natural  enemy  of  our  country, 
they  had  forfeited  all  right  to  clemency;  they  were  therefore  in 
future  to  be  treated  no  longer  as  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  but 
as  appendages  to  the  French  monarchy,  whose  interests  they 
had  preferred  to  the  British:  parental  fondness  should  no  lon- 
ger sway  the  breasts  of  our  rulers ;  war  should  assume  a  dif- 
ferent form  from  that  in  which  it  had  been  conducted  from  the 
beginning  of  the  rebellion ;  and  the  Americans  might  prepare 
to  be  treated,  not,  indeed,  like  beasts,  or  savages,  but  like 
common  enemies,  for  whom  we  no  longer  retained  any  trace 
of  affection,  which  their  unnatural  alliance  had  absolutely 
effaced,  but  which  had  subsisted  longer  than  it  could  have 
prudently  been  expected,  after  the  many  unprecedented  pro- 
vocations they  had  given  Great  Britain  to  take  off  the  ties  of 
affection  at  a  much  more  early  period.  War  now  they  should 
have  in  its  full  vigour;  not  such  an  one  as  they  had  been  all 
along  accustomed  to,  and  which  had  been  so  tempered  rvith 
peace^  that  it  scarcely  deserved  the  name  of  war.  This  he 
conceived  to  be  the  meaning  of  the  words  in  the  proclamation; 
he  hoped  it  would  have  the  desired  effect  on  the  rebels ;  he 
flattered  himself  that  it  was  a  happy  omen  to  see  the  friends 
of  America  so  alarmed  at  it;  and  their  terrors  he  would  deem 
the  forerunners  of  that  general  consternation  in  America,  which 
would  make  the  deluded  colonists  open  their  eyes  before  it 
should  be  too  late,  and  return  to  their  allegiance  to  the  mother 
country." 

6.  There  is  still  a  sort  of  incredulity  of  the  imagination  when 
we  reflect,  how  soon  the  parent  state  resorted  to  the  expedient 
of  annoyance — the  last  which,  in  the  order  of  penal  visitation, 
would  present  itself  to  the  fiercest  hate  against  the  most  de- 
testable object,  or  to  the  most  just  revenge  for  the  deepest  and 
bitterest  injury.  It  will  be  at  once  understood  that  I  mean 
the  employment  of  the  savages  as  auxiliaries ;  an  enormity  of 
rancour  and  desperate  ambition,  which  drew  down  those 
blasting  thunders  from  the  genius  of  Chatham,  that  seem  to  be 
still  heard,  when  we  look  at  the  faint  image  of  them  conveyed 
in  the  parliamentary  history.  Two  years  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  revolution,  had  this  prophetic  and  generous  spirit 
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to  tell  his  countrymen,  in  an  agony  of  shame  and  grief,  "  It  is  SECT.VL 
not  a  wild  and  lawless  banditti  whom  we  oppose : — the  resist-  v-^-^v-^^ 
ance  of  America  is  the  struggle  of  free  and  virtuous  patriots." 
The  cruelty  and  degeneracy  of  associating  to  the  British  arms 
the  tomahawk  and  seal  ping -kmfe — of  "  traffickmg  at  the 
shambles  of  every  German  despot,"  for  the  purpose  of  crush- 
ing that  resistance;  of  butchering  a  people  chiefly  descended 
from  British  loins,  and  from  whose  labours  Britain  had  reap- 
ed so  rich  a  harvest  of  power  and  glory,  might  well  produce 
the  "  sanctified  phrenzy"  to  which  he  was  wrought.  But  he 
recollected,  besides,  how  long  that  people  had  struggled  with 
"  the  merciless  Indian"  for  the  possession  of  the  soil,  on 
which  they  had  reared  English  communities  and  institutions ; 
and  he  felt,  in  seeing  the  same  inveterate  enemy  led  back 
upon  them,  by  the  country  for  whose  benefit  nearly  as  much 
as  their  own,  they  had  fought  so  bravely,  and  bled  so  pro- 
fusely, the  peculiar  hardship  and  bitterness  of  their  lot,  and 
the  unpiralleled  barbarity  and  callousness  of  England.  There 
was  enough  to  rouse  all  the  energies  of  his  humanity  and  his 
patriotism,  in  the  item  which  the  treasury  accounts  presented, 
of  ^16(3,000  sterling,  for  the  purchase  of  warlike  accoutre- 
ments for  the  savages ; — in  that  phrase,  as  ridiculous  as  it  was 
ferocious,  of  Bourgoyne's  speech  to  the  congress  of  Indians  at 
the  river  Bouquet  (June  21st,  1777) — "  Go  forth  in  the  might 
of  vour  valour  and  your  cause ;  strike  at  the  common  enemies 
of  Great  Britain  and  America,  disturbers  of  public  order,  peace, 
and  happiness;  destroyers  of  commerce;  parricides  of  the 
state;" — and  in  the  proclamation  of  governor  Tonyn  of  East 
Florida,  offering  a  reward  for  every  American  scalp  delivered 
to  persons  appointed  to  receive  them. 

It  is  an  aggravation  of  guilt  that  the  utmost  efforts  of  the 
highest  degree  of  human  eloquence,  seconded  by  the  most  ma- 
ture wisdom  and  approved  patriotism,  were  wholly  without 
effect.  Throughout  the  war,  the  mother  country  displayed  as 
haughty  and  ruthless  a  spirit,  as  if  she  were  in  fact  engaged  in 
crushing  "  a  wild  and  lawless  banditti,"  or  resisting  an  here- 
ditary enemy  and  rival,  alien  and  odious  to  her  by  every  prin- 
ciple of  estrangement  and  aversion.=^  The  Americans  w^hom 
she  made  prisoners  in  the  contest,  persisting,  as  they  did,  in 
rejecting  all  temptations  to  enter  into  her  service  against  their 
country,  so  far  from  conciliating  kindness  by  their  magnani- 
mity, experienced  a  more  rigorous  treatment  than  the  French 
and  Spaniards  in  the  same  situation.    After  many  hundreds 


See  Note  M. 
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PART  I.  of  them  had  languished  for  several  years  in  a  cruel  captivity, 
'^^^^^'^^^  they  petitioned  the  goverment,  in  vain  for  an  equal  allowance 
of  provision.  The  eari  of  Shelburne  affirmed  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  in  the  debate  of  December  5th,  1777,  that  "  the  French 
officers  taken  prisoners  going  to  America,  had  been  inhumanly 
treated ;  but  that  the  American  prisoners  in  England  were  treat- 
ed with  unprecedented  barbarity." 

The  American  Board  of  War  had  a  conference  with  Mr. 
Boudinot,  the  commissary  general  of  prisoners,  at  York  town, 
on  the  21st  of  December,  1777,  and  after  having  carefully  ex- 
amined the  evidence  produced  by  him,  agreed  upon  the  fol- 
loMdng  report :  "  That  there  are  about  900  privates,  and  300 
officers  prisoners  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  about  500 
privates  and  50  officers  in  Philadelphia: — That  the  privates 
in  New  York  have  been  crowded  all  summer  in  sugar-houses, 
and  the  officers  boarded  on  Long  Island,  except  about  30,  who 
have  been  confined  in  the  provost  guard,  and  in  the  most  loath- 
some jails: — That  since  the  beginning  of  October  all  these 
prisoners,  both  officers  and  privates,  have  been  confined  in 
prison  ships,  or  the  provost: — That  the  privates  in  Philadel- 
phia have  been  kept  in  two  public  jails,  and  the  officers  in  the 
state  house  : — That,  from  the  best  evidence  which  the  nature 
of  the  subject  will  admit  of,  the  general  allowance  of  prison- 
ers, at  most  does  not  exceed  four  ounces  of  meat  and  as  much 
bread  (often  so  damaged  as  not  to  be  eatable)  per  day,  and 
often  much  less,  though  the  professed  allowance  is  from  eight 
to  ten  ounces  : —  That  it  has  been  a  common  practice  with  the 
enemy  ^  on  a  prisoner'' s  being  first  captured^  to  keep  him  three  ^ 
foiir^  or  even  five  days  ivithout  a  morsel  of  provisions  of  any 
kind^  and  then  to  tempt  him  to  enlist  to  save  his  life: — That 
there  are  numerous  instances  of  prisoners  of  war  perishing  in 
all  the  agonies  of  hunger  from  their  severe  treatment : — That 
being  generally  stript  of  what  clothes  they  have  when  taken, 
they  have  suffered  greatly  for  the  want  thereof,  during  their 
confinement."  <^ 

Mr.  Burke,  in  one  of  his  publications  of  the  year  177j6,  sar- 
castically remarks,  "  it  is  undoubtedly  some  comfort  fdj  our 
disappointments  and  burdens,  to  insult  the  few  provincial  offi- 
cers we  take,  by  throwing  them  with  common  men  into  a  ^ol, 
and  some  triumph  to  hold  the  bold  adventurer  Ethan  Allen, 
in  irons  in  a  dungeon  in  Cornwall."  a 

This  gallant  American  was  taken  prisoner,  fighting^ith 
the  utmost  bravery  in  Canada  under  the  banners  of  Jllont- 
gomery.  He  was  immediately  loaded  with  irons,  and  trans- 
ported to  England,  in  that  condition,  on  board  of  a  man-of- 
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wai*.  On  some  observations  being  made  in  the  House  of  SECT.  VI. 
Lords,  bv  the  duke  of  Richmond,  concerning  his  treatment, 
the  earl  of  Suftblk,  one  of  the  ministry,  made  this  reply — 
"  The  noble  duke  says,  we  brought  over  Ethan  Allen  in  irons 
to  this  country,  but  were  afraid  to  try  him,  lest  he  should  be 
acquitted  by  an  English  jury,  or  that  we  should  not  be  able 
legallv  to  convict  him.  I  do  assure  his  Grace,  that  he  is 
'equally  mistaken  in  both  his  conjectures;  we  neither  had  a 
doubt  but  we  should  be  able  to  legally  convict  him,  nor  were 
we  afraid  that  an  English  jury  would  have  acquitted  him; 
nor  further  was  it  out  of  anij  tenderness  to  the  man^  who,  I 
maintain,  had  justly  forfeited  his  life  to  the  offended  laws  of 
his  countrv.  But  I  will  tell  his  Grace  the  true  motives  which 
induced  administration  to  act  as  they  did.  We  were  aware 
that  the  rebels  had  lately  made  a  considerable  number  of  pri- 
soners, and  we  accordingly  avoided  bringing  him  to  his  trial 
from  considerations  of  prudence;  from  a  dread  of  the  conse- 
quences of  retaliation ;  not  from  a  doubt  of  his  legal  guilt,  or 
a  fear  of  his  acquittal  by  an  English  jury."* 

The  conduct  and  temper  of  the  ministry  in  the  case  of  Ethan 
Allen, — which  would  have  been  the  same  in  that  of  Montgo- 
mery, had  he  fallen  into  their  hands, — deserves  to  be  visited 
w^th  the  contrast,  which  is  aflbrded  in  such  a  trait  as  the  fol- 
lowing, related  by  general  Bourgoyne  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, on  the  26th  of  May,  1778. 

"  The  district  of  Saratoga  is  the  property  of  major  general 
Scuyler  of  the  American  troops ;  there  were  large  barracks  built 
by  him  which  took  fire,  the  day  after  the  British  army  arrived 
on  the  ground.  General  Scuyler  had  likewise  a  very  good  dwell- 
ing-house, exceeding  large  store-houses,  great  saw-mills,  and 
other  out  buildings,  to  the  value  altogether,  perhaps,  of  10,000/. 
A  few  days  before  the  negotiation  with  general  Gates,  the  enemy 
had  formed  a  plan  to  attack  me ;  a  large  column  of  troops  were 
approaching  to  pass  the  small  river,  preparatory'  to  a  general 
action,  and  were  entirely  covered  from  the  fire  of  my  artil- 
lery by  those  buildings.  Sir,  I  avow  that  I  gave  the  order  to 
set  them  on  fire ;  and  in  a  ver}'  short  time  that  whole  property, 
I  have  described,  was  consumed.  But,  to  show  that  the  per- 
son most  deeply  concerned  in  that  calamity,  did  not  put  the 
construction  upon  it,  which  it  has  pleased  the  honourable  gen- , 
tleman  to  do,  I  must  inform  the  House,  that  one  of  the  first 
persons  I  saw,  after  the  convention  was  signed,  was  general 
Scuyler.    I  expressed  to  him  my  regret  at  the  event  which 


*  1776. 
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PART  I.  had  happened,  and  the  reasons  which  had  occasioned  it.  He 
^-^^'^^  desired  me  to  think  no  more  of  it;  said  the  occasion  justified 
it,  according  to  the  principles  and  rules  of  war,  and  that  he 
should  have  done  the  same  upon  the  same  occasion,  or  words 
to  that  effect.  He  did  more — he  sent  an  aid-de-camp  to  con- 
duct me  to  Albany,  in  order,  as  he  expressed,  to  procure  me 
better  quarters  than  a  stranger  might  be  able  to  find.  This 
gentleman  conducted  me  to  a  very  elegant  house,  and  to  my 
great  surprise,  presented  me  to  Mrs.  Scuyler  and  her  family; 
and  in  this  general's  house  I  remained  during  my  whole  stay 
at  Albany,  with  a  table  of  more  than  twenty  covers  for  me  and 
my  friends,  and  every  other  possible  demonstration  of  hospi- 
tality." 

7.  I  do  not  wish  to  depreciate  the  value,  or  detract  from 
the  glory,  of  the  exertions  made  by  the  great  champions  of  the 
American  cause  in  the  British  Parliament.  The  Chathams, 
the  Camdens,  the  Shipleys,  and  the  Barres,  were  animated 
by  a  love  of  justice,  and  a  hatred  of  oppression;  and  these 
noble  sentiments  predominated  equally,  in  the  breasts  of  many 
of  our  less  conspicuous  friends  throughout  the  British  nation. 
But  nothing  is  more  certain,  than  that  the  opposition,  gene- 
rally, to  the  plans  of  ministers,  had  no  immediate  or  princi- 
pal reference  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  America.  It  arose 
out  of  pre-existing  domestic  divisions ;  and  the  parties  mar- 
shalled themselves  accordingly  in  the  new  dispute — the  tories 
and  high  churchmen  on  the  side  of  government;  the  religious 
dissenters  and  the  assertors  of  the  principles  of  1688,  in  the 
train  of  the  whig-leaders  in  parliament,  candidates  for  place, 
and  invariable  antagonists  of  those  in  possession.  The  old 
combat  was  renewed  with  fresh  fury;  the  oppression  of  Ame- 
rica served  as  a  battery  for  the  minority;  while  the  treasury- 
bench  and  the  dispensers  of  crown  patronage,  made  use  of  the 
prospect  of  her  subjection — which  would  open  a  new  exche- 
quer, and  a  new  chapter  in  the  red  book, — to  multiply  adhe- 
rents and  fortify  themselves  in  power.  Doubtless,  had  they 
accomplished  their  object  in  America, — had  their  arms  and 
their  arts  been  successful  in  that  quarter,  with  whatever  ha- 
voc of  free  institutions,  and  noble  lives,  and  fair  creations  of 
manly  toil — they  would  have  attained  all  their  ends  at  home, 
and  now  flourish  in  British  history,  as  do  the  Clives  and  the 
Hastings  in  the  annals  of  the  India-House. 

The  point  is  no  longer  open  to  controversy,  that  the  ministry 
had  a  majority  of  the  British  people  with  them  in  the  begin- 
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ning  of  the  war.*  The  British  nation  sanctioned  the  harshest  SECT.  VI. 
measures  of  coercion  through  ignorance  of  the  true  state  of  v-^^v^^' 
the  case,  and  a  blind  pride  of  opinion.  By  degrees,  as  her 
agriculture,  trade,  and  manufactures,  began  to  be  seriously- 
affected  by  the  expenses  and  embarrassments  of  the  contest, 
the  classes  dependent  upon  the  prosperity  of  those  branches  of 
industry,  saw  it  in  a  less  favourable  light;  and  passing  from 
private  disagreements  and  expostulations  with  the  ministry-,  to 
an  open  approval  of  the  policy  urged  by  an  indefatigable  par- 
liamentary opposition,  determined  the  peace  and  the  recogni- 
tion of  our  independence.  Circumstances  brought  the  affair  to 
public  opinion  in  the  last  resort;  and  that  opinion  yielded  to  a 
calculation  of  profit  and  loss.  No  generous  sentiment  or  broad 
political  reasoning,  mingled  itself  in  fact,  or  had  any  sensible 
influence,  with  the  business-like  deliberation  of  its  arbiters 
and  immediate  instruments.  There  were  none  at  this  crisis, 
as  there  were  none  at  any  antecedent  period,  who  hailed  it 
as  an  extension  of  British  honour  and  happiness,  that  great, 
and  happy,  and  independent  communities  of  British  descent, 
should  exist  in  America,  with  the  best  characteristics  of 
British  manners  and  institutions."  In  parliament,  all  voices 
proclaimed  the  emancipation  of  the  colonies  as  an  evil  of  the 
first  magnitude.!  The  question  of  our  independence  had,  at 
the  outset,  to  do  with  the  spirit  of  corruption  and  tyranny  in 


*  The  testimony  of  the  ministerial  party  is  emphatically  positive  on  this 
point.  Lord  North  said  (May  14th,  1777)  "he  might  justly  affirm,  that  there 
was  a  very  great  majority  of  the  nation  at  large,  who  were  for  prosecuting 
the  war  against  their  rebelUous  subjects  in  America,  till  they  should  acknow- 
ledge the  legislative  supremacy  of  parliament."  So,  Mr.  Jenkinson — (March 
17th,  1778) — "All  degrees  of  people  arose  in  one  unanimous  resentment,  * 
and  the  war  became  a  popular  war.  I  say  this  war  with  America  has  been 
a  popular  war,"  8cc. 

t  In  the  debate  of  July  10th,  1782,  on  American  Independence,  the  Earl 
of  Shelburne  said, — "  With  respect  to  America,  he  had  always  considered  her 
independence  as  a  great  evil  which  Britain  had  to  dread,  and  to  guard  against. 
He  had  spoken  of  it  in  this  manner  for  years  past,  and  xvhen  he  believed  he 
■was  joined  in  sentiment  by  every  man  in  the  country.  He  had  always  believed 
and  declared,  that  the  independence  of  America  was  an  evil  as  much  to  be 
apprehended  and  dreaded  by  America  as  by  Britain  !  This  had  always  been 
his  opinion ;  and  he  had  constantly  laboured,  by  ever)'  means  in  his  power, 
to  persuade  men,  that  this  was  the  case,  in  his  apphcations  to  private  men 
and  to  public  men,  to  individuals  and  to  bodies  of  men.  He  wished  to  God» 
that  he  had  been  appointed  to  urge  that  proposition,  and  to  maintain  it  be-  ^ 
fore  congress !  He  was  one  of  the  last  men  in  the  country  who  had  been 
brought  over  to  agree  that  Britain  ought  to  acknowledge  the  independence 
of  America;  but  circumstances,  he  confessed,  were  changed,  and  he  was 
now  of  opinion  that  it  was  become  a  necessar}'  evil  which  the  country  must 
endure  to  avoid  a  greater,"  &.c. 

Vol.  I.— C  c 


202 


DISPOSITIONS  FROM  THE 


PART  1.  the  cabinet,  and  of  arrogance  and  commercial  monopoly  in  the 
^•i**'*^''"^  people.  In  the  end,  it  appeared  not  merely  less  dangerous  to 
the  monopoly  than  was  thought,  but  even  likely  to  prove  the 
reverse.  This  consideration  abated  the  fierceness  and  ac- 
celerated the  submission,  of  pride,  which  had  finally,  a  severer 
struggle,  in  yielding  to  France  and  Spain.  The  opposition 
leaders  who  succeeded  the  authors  of  the  war  in  the  cabinet, 
were  carried  onward,  irresistibly,  to  the  last  concession,  by  the 
principles  upon  which  they  mounted  to  power,  and  by  the 
course  of  events.  As  regards  the  dispositions  and  personal 
views  of  the  Shelbume  administration,  the  history,  now  fully 
disclosed,  of  the  negotiations  for  peace,  has  left  few  grounds  of 
admiration  or  gratitude. 

8,  It  has  been  said,  and  it  may  be  true,  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  addition  of  one  hundred  millions  sterling  made  to  the 
British  national  debt,  the  effusion  of  so  much  blood,  the  humi- 
liation correlative  to  the  triumph  of  France  and  Spain,  the 
indelible  stains  left  in  the  national  character,  not  a  few 
of  the  English  politicians  jinding  the  trade  with  America 
retained^  and  even  likely  to  be  indefnitely  enlarged^  were 
glad,  and  openly  rejoiced,  that  the  struggle  with  such  potent 
colonies,  foreseen  to  be  inevitable  in  progress  of  time,  had 
ended  on  such  easy  terms.  But  it  is  much  more  certain 
that  with  multitudes  of  all  classes,  the  dismemberment  of 
the  empire  left  an  ulceration,  "  a  galling  wakefulness,'' 
which  found  relief  only  in  the  most  extravagant  or  malignant 
hopes ;  and  that  the  experience  of  the  war  was  lost  upon  the 
majority  of  the  nation,  in  regard  to  the  character  and  destinies 
of  the  colonies.  On  the  conclusion  of  peace,  it  was  confidently 
announced  and  believed,  that  the  confederacy  of  the  States 
would  quickly  be  dissolved;  that  the  forces  of  Great  Britain 
remaining  among  them,  might  be  called  in  to  quell  the  disor- 
ders, which  the  separation  from  the  mother  country  must  pro- 
duce; that  a  second  revolution  would  happen,  and  restore 
them,  penitent  and  submissive,  to  her  dominion.  Indeed,  to 
induce  them  to  lay  their  independence  at  her  feet,  nothing 
more  would  soon  be  necessary,  than  to  hold  out  the  threat  of 
considering  and  treating  them,  as  a  foreign  nation  in  matters 
of  trade.  The  Americans  were  still  cowards,  for  the  Irish  had 
fought  their  battles,  as  well  by  sea  as  by  land  ;^  and,  at  all 


*  The  modesty  of  this  assertion  was  the  more  remarkable  from  the  noto- 
rious fact,  that  the  Irish  and  Scotch  troops,  and  the  German  mercenaries, 
formed  the  major  part  of  the  force  which  England  employed  ag-ainst  the 
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events,  it  they  were  not  driven  by  intestine  confusion  and  dis-  SECT.  vr. 
tress,  to  return  to  their  allegiance,  Spain  would  involve  them  ^^^^^v-^^ 
in  awful  difficulties,  by  the  claims  she  was  likely  to  prefer  on 
that  part  of  Louisiana  given  up  by  the  treaty. 

Such  were  the  topics  of  consolation  administered  by  w  riters 
of  authority,  and  greedily  swallowed  by  men  in  office.  Lord 
Sheffield  embodied  them  in  a  pamphlet  soon  after  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  definitive  treaty,  and  took,  by  general  consent,  the 
station  of  oracle,  which  he  ought  never  to  lose,  so  marvel- 
ously  have  events  confirmed  all  his  opinions.  I  cannot  resist 
the  temptation  of  quoting  some  of  the  most  striking  of  these, 
as  they  show  the  spirit  of  the  times  in  England. — "  It  will  not 
be  an  easy  matter  to  bring  the  American  states  to  act  as  a  na- 
tion; they  are  not  to  be  feared  as  such  by  us."  "  We  might  as 
reasonably  dread  the  effects  of  combinations  among  the  Ger- 
man, as  among  the  American  states,  and  deprecate  the  resolves 
of  the  Diet  as  those  of  Congress."  "  Every  circumstance 
proves  that  it  will  be  extreme  folly  to  enter  into  anv  engage- 
ments with  them,  by  which  we  ?nay  not  wish  to  be  bound  here- 
after,''^^ "  There  is  not  a  possibility  that  America  w^ill  main- 
tain a  navy."  That  country  concerning  which  writers  of  a 
lively  imagination  have  lately  said  so  much,  is  weakness 
itself,'''^]  "  It  is  not  probable  the  American  states  will  have  a 
very  free  trade  in  the  Mediterranean;  it  will  not  be  the  interest 
of  any  of  the  great  maritime  powers  to  protect  them  from  the 
Barbary  states.  They  cannot  protect  themselves  from  the 
latter ;  they  cannot  pretend  to  a  navy.":):  "  The  authority  of 
the  Congress  can  never  be  maintained  over  those  distant  and 
boundless  western  regions,  and  her  nominal  subjects  wdll 
speedily  imitate  and  multiply  the  examples  of  independence. "§ 
"  The  population  of  America  is  not  likely  to  increase  as  it 
has  done,  at  least  on  her  coast."!l  "  There  is  no  country  in 
Europe  which  pays  such  heavy  taxes  as  the  American  states,"^ 
6cc. 

Looking  back  to  the  exasperation  and  commotions  which 
were  raised  in  America  by  the  stamp  act,  and  to  the  total 
change  of  the  scene  on  its  repeal,  Mr.  Burke  made  the  just 
remark  that  "  so  sudden  a  calm  recovered  after  so  violent  a 


colonies.  The  ministry  conceived  the  plan  of  hiring  twenty  thousand  Rus- 
sians besides,  to  assist  in  "fighting  their  battles"  on  this  continent. 

*  Observ  ations  on  the  Commerce  of  the  United  States,  2d  edition,  p.  198. 

t  Ibid.  p.  206.  ^  Ibid,  p,  190.  Ibid.  p.  193. 

t  Ibid.  p.  204.  I  Ibid.  p.  201. 
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I-  storm  was  without  parallel  in  history."  The  colonists  almost 
^  universally  vied  in  demonstrations  of  gratitude,  and  glowing 
expressions  of  loyalty,  as  if  the  repeal  had  been  a  spontaneous 
and  mestnnable  boon,  and  not  a  retraction,  produced  by  party 
interests,  of  an  impolitic  usurpation.  There  was  something 
not  less  remarkable,  and  admirable,  in  the  transition  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  revolutionary  war.  Notwithstanding  the 
enormity  of  the  provocations  on  which  the  Americans  had 
taken  up  the  sword,  the  severity'  of  their  sufferings  during  the 
struggle,  and  the  vindictive  and  ruthless  character  of  the  hos- 
tilities waged  against  them,  the  tide  of  their  affections  turned 
rapidly  towards  the  mother  country,*  and  the  policy  of  re- 
newing with  her,  the  closest  and  most  liberal  relations  com- 
patible with  independence,  received  the  sanction  of  a  large 
majority  throughout  the  confederation. 

Taking  the  representations  of  the  British  writers  themselves 
concerning  the  merits  of  the  dispute  so  solemnly  terminated, 
It  IS  impossible  to  imagine  a  case,  in  which  natural  duty^,  re- 
tributive justice,  and  the  common  good,  more  plainly  exacted 
froni  the  other  side,  more  even  than  a  mere  correspondence  of 
sentiments  and  views.  And  yet  what  a  contrast !  as  proved  by 
the  vogue  of  Sheffield's  writings  and  doctrines,  and  from  such 
statements  as  the  following,  made  in  1784,  bv  his  ablest  an- 
tagonist.! 

It  is  sufficient,  at  this  time,  to  support  an  opinion  of  the 
propriety  of  endeavouring  to  restore  our  broken  connexion  with 
America,  by  those  conciliatory  means,  which  best  tend  to  re- 
gain the  affections  of  a  people,  from  whom  we  have  derived, 
and  from  whom  we  may  yet  derive,  the  most  solid  benefits,  to 
be  deemed  the  sacrifices  of  the  interests  of  Great  Britain  to 
those  of  America.  However  laudable,  however  necessary  the 
pursuit,  there  is  a  prejudice  among  us  arising  from  intemperate 
passion,  and  the  vexation  of  disappointment,  that  precludes, 
obstructs,  or,  in  some  shape  or  other,  ultimately  destroys  it." 

It  would  lead  me  too  far  to  detail  the  facts  which  have 
rendered  unquestionable  and  notorious,  the  continued  pre- 
valence of  those  unworthy  dispositions,  and  the  steady  pro- 
secution of  a  scheme  of  action  in  itself  demonstrative  of 
their  inveteracy.    I  could  produce  British  authority  on  this 


*  This  is  not,  indeed,  the  opinion  of  Judge  Marshall  (Life  of  Washington, 
vol.  V.  p  355)  ;  but  It  is  proved,  by  the  victory  gained  for  the  politics  most 
tavourable  to  Great  Britain  in  all  respects. 

t  Champion— "Considerations  on  the  present  situation  of  Great  Britain," 
London,  &c. 
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head,  in  the  shape  of  direct  confessions  and  self-reproof,  con-  SECT.  VI. 
veyed  in  books  and  parliamentary  debates,  for  every  consecu-  *-i^"v-^^ 
tive  year  from  the  peace  of  1782  to  the  present  time.  From 
the  abundance  of  this  kind  of  testimony,  I  will  take,  at  random, 
some  few  morsels  which  no  third  party  at  least,  will  reject  as 
invalid,  and  which  shall  have  relation  to  periods  so  recent  as 
1808,  and  1812. 

"  In  England,"  says  Mr.  Baring,  "  our  insensible  mono- 
poly of  the  American  trade  does  not  appear  ever  to  have  been 
properly  appreciated:  the  events  of  a  civil  war  left  naturally 
deeper  impressions  on  the  unsuccessful  than  the  successful 
party,  and  while  every  little  state  of  Europe  was  courted,  that 
afforded  limited  markets  for  our  manufactures,  we  seemed  to 
regret  that  we  owed  any  thing  to  our  former  subjects;  and  an 
increasing  commercial  intercourse  has  been  carried  on  under 
feelings  of  unsubdued  enmity^  of  which  the  government,  instead 
of  checking  sentiments  as  void  of  common  sense  as  of  magna- 
nimity, has  rather  set  the  fashion.  To  this  error,  in  my  opi- 
nion, the  present  state  of  the  public  mind  towards  America  is 
in  a  great  measure  owing.  Her  success  and  prosperit}^, 
though  we  dare  not  fairly  avow  it,  have  displeased  us,  and 
sentiments  have  been  imperceptibly  encouraged  towards  her 
as  ungenerous  as  they  are  impolitic."^ 

*'  I  know,"  said  Mr.  Brougham,  in  parliament,  in  1812, 
"  the  real  or  affected  contempt  with  which  some  persons  in 
this  country  treat  our  kinsmen  of  the  West.  I  fear  some 
angry  and  jealous  feelings  have  survived  our  more  intimate 
connexion  with  them, — feelings  engendered  by  the  event  of  its 
termination,  but  which,  it  would  be  wiser,  as  well  as  more 
manly  to  forget." 

"  No  small  part  of  the  English  nation,"  says  the  Edinburgh 
Review,  "  look  with  feelings  of  peculiar  hostility  towards  the 
people  to  which  they  bear  the  nearest  resemblance,  and  wil- 
lingly abet  their  rulers  in  treating  them  with  less  respect  and 
less  cordiality  than  any  other  nation.  Neither  the  government 
nor  the  populace  of  this  country  have  forgiven  America  for 
having  made  herself  independent;  and  the  lowest  calumnies  and 
grossest  abuse  are  daily  employed  by  a  court-faction  to  keep 
alive  the  most  vulgar  prejudices." — (No.  23.  1809.)  "The 
Americans  asserted  their  independence  upon  principles  which 
they  derived  from  us.— Their  rebellion  was  the  surest  proof 
of  their  genuine  descent.    They  are  descended  from  our  loins 


^  *  Inquiry  into  the  Causes  and  Consequences  of  the  Orders  in  Council, 
1808.  p.  19. 
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PART  I.  — they  retain  our  usages  and  manners — they  read  our  books — 
^'^'^-^'^^  they  have  copied  our  freedom — they  rival  our  courage — and 
yet  they  are  less  popular  and  less  esteemed  among  us  than  the 
base  and  bigoted  Portuguese,  and  the  ferocious  and  ignorant 
Russians." 

"  There  is  not  an  individual  who  has  attended  at  all  to  the 
progress  of  the  present  dispute  with  America,  (1812)  who 
does  not  see  that  it  was  embittered  from  the  first,  and  wantonly 
urged  to  its  present  fatal  issue,  by  the  insolent,  petulant,  and 
preposterous  tone  of  those  very  individuals  who  insisted  upon 
that  miserable  experiment — and  plunged  their  own  country  in 
wretchedness,  only  to  bring  down  upon  it  the  reluctant  hosti- 
lity of  its  best  customers  and  allies,"  &c. 

9.  The  reign  of  Lord  Sheffield's  sapient  opinions,  was  natu- 
rally prolonged  in  Great  Britain,  by  the  comparative  insignifi- 
cance of  the  military  and  naval  establishments  of  the  United 
States  under  the  federal  administration ;  their  total  disarray 
after  its  overthrow;  the  simplicity  of  their  institutions,  and  the 
vehement  altercations  of  the  parties  into  which  they  were 
thrown.  It  became  anew  a  common  belief  and  fond  hope 
with  the  ministerial  politicians,  that  America  might  yet  be  re- 
gained by  arms  or  by  arts ;  and  even  those  of  the  Opposition 
settled  down  in  a  contemptuous  commiseration  of  her  weak- 
ness and  sinister  destinies.  The  rencontre  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Leopard  made  it  quite  certain,  for  all  parties,  that  the 
Americans  were  cowards;  that  the  Irish  had  fought  their 
battles  in  the  revolution;  and  that  there  was  only  food  for 
merriment  or  pity  in  the  idea  of  their  meeting,  at  sea,  British 
skill  and  valour.  The  Edinburgh  Review  told  confidently 
of  "  the  feeble  and  shadowy  texture  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment;"*— it  had  little  hopes  of  a  system  of  polity  which,  in 
an  advancing  society,  offered  no  prizes  to  talents,  and  no  dis- 
tinctions to  wealth;"!  and  foresaw  that  "  the  slender  tie  which 
held  the  United  States  together  would  burst  at  once  in  the 
tumult  of  war.":}^  In  1809,  the  same  journal,  professing 
alwavs  superior  liberality  and  closeness  of  observation,  as  to 
our  affairs,  discoursed  of  us  in  the  following  strain:  As  it  is 
quite  impossible  to  have  too  much  jealousy  of  France,  so,  to- 
wards America  we  can  scarcely  have  too  little.  When  such 
reasoners  as  Mr.  Leckie,  gravely  talk  of  our  being  insulted 
by  the  Porte,  we  plainly  perceive  the  errors  of  a  man  who 
has  lived  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  Turks,  until 
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he  has  forgotten  their  insignificance.  But  when  France  is  SECT, 
stretching  her  iron  coasts  on  all  sides  of  us, — when  her  fleets  v^'v-' 
and  her  camps  are  within  sight — and  we  alone,  of  all  Europe, 
have  not  been  conquered  by  her  arms ; — it  is  almost  as  ridicu- 
lous to  be  jealous  of  America  as  of  Turkey — of  a  nation  three- 
thousand  miles  off — scarcely  kept  together  by  the  weakest 
government  in  the  world, — with  no  army,  and  half  a  dozen 
frigates — and  knowing  no  other  means  of  intercourse  with 
other  countries  than  by  peaceful  commerce."* 

In  1812,  Mr.  Brougham  struck  the  same  key  in  parliament, 
and  displayed  an  equal  mastery  of  his  subject. 

"  Jealousy  of  America!  whose  armies  are  yet  at  the  plough, 
or  making,  since  your  policy  has  willed  it  so,  awkward 
(though  improving)  attempts  at  the  loom — w^hose  assembled 
navies  could  not  lay  siege  to  an  English  sloop  of  w^ar : — Jea- 
lousy, of  a  power  which  is  necessarily  peaceful  as  well  as  weak, 
but  which,  if  it  had  all  the  ambition  of  France  and  her  armies 
to  back  it,  and  all  the  navy  of  England  to  boot,  nay,  had  it  the 
lust  of  conquest  which  marks  your  enemy,  and  your  armies 
as  well  as  navy  to  gratify  it — is  placed  at  so  vast  a  distance 
as  to  be  perfectly  harmless!  and  this  is  the  nation,  of  which, 
for  our  honour's  sake,  we  are  desired  to  cherish  a  perpetual 
jealously,  for  the  ruin  of  our  best  interests."! 

The  Quarterly  Review  scarcely  deigned  even  to  pass  a  jest 
upon  the  impotency  of  the  States,  and  would  not  "  stoop  to  de- 
grade the  British  navy  by  condescending  to  enter  into  any 
comparison  between  the  high  order,  the  discipline,  and  com- 
fort^ of  an  English  man-of-war,  and  an  Amej'ican  frigate;''* 
it  "  disdained  any  such  comparison."^  This  high  disdain  of 
all  the  belligerent  capacities  of  America  pervaded,  not  only 
the  royal  councils,  but  the  whole  British  naval  and  military 
service.  In  the  first  rencontre  at  sea,  the  Alert,  with  20  guns 
mounted,  bore  down  triumphantly  upon  the  American  frigate 
Essex,  and  fired  a  broadside,  expecting  to  prove  that  "  the  as- 
sembled navies  of  America  could  not  lay  siege  to  an  English 
sloop  of  war ;"  and  though  the  issue  gave  an  air  of  paralogy 
to  the  business,  yet  it  was  soon  followed  by  an  instance  of  the 
same  happy  confidence  in  the  case  of  the  frigate  Guerriere. 

I  must  do  the  two  oracular  journals  which  I  have  quoted  on 
this  head,  the  justice  to  remark,  that,  at  the  end  of  the  con- 
test, although  they  omitted  to  remind  their  readers  of  their 
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PART  I.  first  opinions,  they  did  not  pass  by  the  perplexing  facts  in  ab- 
v^'v^w  solute  silence.  The  Quarterly  Review  could  condescend  to 
say,  "  The  Americans  have  fought  on  the  element  of  England 
with  British  spirit.  On  that  element,  let  it  be  fairly  acknow- 
ledged, we  have  much  to  commend  in  them,  and  we  have  still 
something  to  redeem,''''^  Even  before  the  termination  of  hos- 
tilities, the  Edinburgh  Review  told  of  "  the  discomfiture  of 
the  English  naval  resources  by  the  American  marine,  of 
which,  by  a  whimsical  coincidence,  we  have  learnt  the  exist- 
ence in  the  same  documents  that  detail  its  successes."  And 
speedily  came  out  the  round,  unvarnished  tale : 

"  We  have  been  worsted  in  most  of  our  naval  encounters 
with  the  Americans,  and  baflfled  in  most  of  our  enterprises  by 
land — with  a  naval  force  on  their  coast,  exceeding  that  of  the 
enemy  in  the  proportion  of  ten  to  one,  we  have  lost  two  out  of 
three,  of  all  the  sea-fights  in  which  we  have  been  engaged — 
and  at  least  three  times  as  many  men  as  our  opponent;  while 
their  privateers  swarm  unchecked  round  all  our  settlements, 
and  even  on  the  coast  of  Europe,  and  have  already  made  prize 
of  more  than  seventeen  hundred  of  our  merchant  vessels."! 

It  is  true,  and  detracts  a  little  from  the  force  of  these  ac- 
knowledgments, that  we  read  in  the  same  number  of  the  Jour- 
nal— "  the  national  vanity  of  the  Americans  has  scarcely  any 
other  field  of  triumph  than  the  discomfituie  of  Britain  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution."  We  might  produce,  by  way  of  re- 
joinder, perhaps,  from  the  same  hand,  out  of  a  number  of 
passages  implying  the  existence  of  other  fields  of  triumph,  the 
following : 

"  History  has  no  other  example  of  so  happy  an  issue  to  a 
revolution  consummated  by  a  long  civil  war,  as  that  of  the 
Americans.  Indeed,  it  seems  to  be  very  near  a  maxim  in 
political  philosophy,  that  a  free  government  cannot  be  obtain- 
ed, where  a  long  employment  of  military  force  is  necessary  to 
establish  it.  In  the  case  of  America,  however,  the  military 
power  was  disarmed  by  that  very  influence  which  makes  a 
revolutionary  army  so  formidable  to  liberty;  for  the  images  of 
grandeur  and  power — those  meteor  lights,  which  are  exhaled 
in  the  stormy  atmosphere  of  a  revolution,  to  allure  the  ambi- 
tious and  dazzle  the  weak — made  no  impression  upon  the  firm 
and  virtuous  soul  of  the  American  commander."^ 

"  In  the  United  States,  M.  Talleyrand  was  surprised  to 
observe,  that  a  long  and  violent  civil  war  had  left  scarcely  any 
trace  of  its  existence  in  the  character  of  the  intercourse  of 
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the  various  factions  which  divided  the  people.    No  hatred  or  SECT.  VI. 
animosity  was  perceivable  among  individuals  ;  no  turbulence  v^^v^^^ 
or  agitation  of  character  had  been  permanendy  engrafted  on 
the  sober,  solid  habits  of  the  colonists.  The  profound  remark 
of  Machiavel  appeared  for  once  to  fail,  that  everj'  revolution 
contains  the  seeds  of  another,  and  scatters  them  behind  it."* 

"  The  spectacle  presented  by  America  during  the  last  thirty 
or  forty  years,  ever  since  her  emancipation  began  to  produce 
its  full  effect,  and  since  she  fairly  entered  the  lists  as  an  inde- 
pendent nation — has  been,  beyond  every  thing  formerly  known 
in  the  history  of  mankind,  imposing  and  instructive."! 

Dr.  Seybert  has  introduced  into  his  Statistics  a  compendi- 
ous statement  of  the  naval  events  of  the  war,  which  furnishes 
an  edifying  commentary  upon  the  first  speculations  of  the  Bri- 
tish politicians. 

"  The  American  navy  triumphed  in  fourteen  engagements, 
in  some  of  which,  the  contending  forces  were  nearly  equal, 
and  in  many  of  them  that  of  the  enemy  was  decidedly  supe- 
rior. The  cases  of  the  Chesapeake  and  the  Argus  are  the 
only  instances  in  which  it  can  be  pretended  that  the  enemy 
had  any  fair  claims  to  success,  upon  the  ground  of  the  equality 
of  the  respective  forces. 

"  The  superiority  of  our  gunner}-  is  confirmed  by  the  num- 
ber of  killed  and  wounded  on  board  the  enemy's  vessels,  and 
the  condition  of  their  ships  after  the  actions  ;  in  several  instan- 
ces the  British  vessels  were  sunk  whilst  the  fight  lasted :  in 
most  instances  they  were  so  materially  injured  as  to  make  their 
destruction  absolutely  necessary ;  whereas  our  vessels  were 
commonly,  with  scarcely  any  loss  of  time,  ready  to  commence 
another  combat." 

The  number  of  British  merchant  vessels  captured  bv  the 
Americans,  and  which  arrived  in  port  or  were  destroyed,  is 
determined,  by  an  irrefragable  estimate,^  to  amount  to  five 
thousand  five  hundred;  more,  in  all  probability',  than  Britain 
lost  in  all  the  wars  which  grew  out  of  the  French  revolution. 

Much  clamour,  it  may  be  recollected,  was  raised  in  Eng- 
land, concerning  the  real  amount  of  force  of  the  American 
ships,  compared  with  the  nominal.  But  we  may  judge  with 
what  grace  this  charge  was  so  indignantly  made,  by  the  fol- 
lowing statement  which  I  copy  from  the  Regulations  relative 
to  the  Royal  Navy,  officially  promulgated  in  1817. 
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PART  I.  "  All  ships  of  the  second  rate,  though  rated  at  98,  carry  up- 
Ni^*v^^^  wards  of  100  guns. 

"  In  the  third  rate,  some  of  the  ships  rated  at  80  guns,  car- 
ry near  90,  and  others  rated  at  74,  carry  80  guns. 

"  In  the  fourth  rate,  of  the  ships  rated  at  50  guns,  one  class 
(that  on  two  decks)  carries  58  guns;  another  (that  on  one  deck) 
carries  60  and  upwards. 

"  The  frigates  rated  at  40  guns,  carry  50 ;  and  those  rated 
at  38,  carry  46  and  upwards. 

"  The  majorit}^  of  those  rated  at  36,  carry  44 ;  and  some  of 
those  rated  at  32,  carr^^  46  and  48  ;  being  more  than  others 
that  are  rated  at  38  and  36. 

Similar  differences  between  the  real  and  the  nominal 
amount  of  force  exists  in  the  fifth  rate,  but  it  is  unnecessary 
4    to  specify  the  details." 

In  the  article  on  Michaud's  Travels  in  America,  our  friends 
of  the  Edinburgh  Review  remarked  of  the  western  Americans, 
with  a  mixture  of  contempt  and  compassion — "their  generals 
distil  brandy,  their  colonels  keep  tavern,  and  their  statesmen 
feed  pigs."  But  it  was  discovered,  by  the  progress  of  events, 
that  these  generals  and  colonels  could,  notwithstanding,  pur- 
sue the  occupation  implied  by  their  titles  ;  and  the  affairs  of 
Plattsburg  and  New  Orleans  confounded  the  critics.  "  We 
have  actually  had  to  witness  the  incredible  spectacle  of  a  regu- 
lar well  appointed  army  of  British  veterans,  retiring  before 
little  more  than  an  equal  force  of  American  militia  !" 

The  whole  result  of  the  war  on  the  land,  to  which  the  ge- 
nerals that  distil  brandy,  and  the  colonels  that  feed  pigs, 
largely  contributed,  must  have  astonished  them  still  more. 
An  aggregate  loss  of  nearly  twelve  thousand  of  his  majesty's 
troops,  and  the  inefficiency  of  a  force  of  fifty  thousand  regu- 
lars operating  at  one  time  !  And,  with  respect  to  the  statesmen 
xvho  feed  pigs^  there  must  have  been  a  lively  surprise,  and 
some  alteration  of  sentiment,  when  the  Marquis  Wellesley 
was  found  declaring  in  the  House  of  Lords,  that,  "  in  his  opi- 
nion, the  American  Commissioners  at  Ghent  had  shown  the 
most  astonishing  superiority  over  the  British  during  the  whole 
of  the  correspondence  ;  and  that  he  had  little  doubt  the  British 
papers  were  communicated  from  the  common  fund  of  the  mi- 
nisters in  England."* 
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OF  THE  HOSTILITIES  OF  THE  BRITISH  REVIEWS. 

1.  After  the  Revolution  of  1688,  and  still  more  after  the  SEC.  Yn. 
establishment  of  the  House  of  Hanover,  the  North  American  v^^-v-^^ 
colonies  preferred  titles  of  a  peculiar  force,  to  the  highest  es- 
teem and  favour  of  every  Briton  who  respected  and  loved  the 
principles,  with  which  those  events  were  connected.  They 
had  been  obnoxious  to  the  despotic  plans  of  the  Stuarts,  and 
suffered  from  their  tyranny ;  they  had  asserted  the  rights  pro- 
claimed in  Magna  Charta,  with  more  boldness,  and  maintain- 
ed them  with  more  success;  than  the  mother  country;  they 
had  limited  the  ravages,  and  disappointed  the  voracity,  of  des- 
potism and  corruption,  by  furnishing  a  secure  asylum  for  the 
persecuted,  as  well  as  the  distressed  from  whatever  cause.=^ 
On  these  grounds,  and  the  many  others  developed  in  the  fore- 
going pages,  their  merits  might  be  supposed  to  be  almost  in- 
finite with  every  English  whig  of  the  last  fifty  years  ,*  so  great, 
at  least,  as  to  make  it,  for  one  of  the  present  day,  not  only  a 
perversion  of  natural  feeling,  but  a  political  apostacy,  to  treat 
of  their  character  and  concerns,  except  upon  a  system  of  the 
utmost  liberality  and  indulgence.  Chatham  and  Charles  Fox 
had  given  them  an  irresistible  claim  to  gratitude  and  respect, 
in  ascribing  to  their  revolt  the  salvation  of  the  British  consti- 
tution. "  The  resistance  of  the  Americans  to  the  oppressions 
of  the  mother  country,"  said  the  last  of  those  canonized  states- 
men, in  the  House  of  Commons,  "  has  undoubtedly  preserved 
the  liberties  of  mankind." 

Our  revolution,  in  its  motive,  conduct,  and  conclusion, 
united  in  its  favour  the  suffrages  of  the  most  enlightened  por- 
tion of  continental  Europe ;  and  there  has  been  of  late  years 
hardly  an  individual  in  England,  holding  a  certain  rank  in  the 
literary  or  political  world,  who  has  ventured,  directly  to  deny 
it,  the  most  exalted  characteristics.  The  writers  of  the  Quar- 
terly Review  have,  indeed,  seemed  to  refuse  it  all  the  felicity 
with  which  it  had  been  invested  by  others,  in  asserting  that, 
^'  when  America  became  independent,  she  had  no  race  of  edu- 
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PARTI,  cated  men  to  fill  the  situations  which  used  to  be  respected,"^ 
^^"v-^-'  but  even  they,  the  official  guardians  of  tory  principles,  preju- 
dices, and  interests,  have  yielded  to  it  a  tribute  of  no  trifling 
import.  "  The  an glo- Americans,  an  active  and  enlightened 
people,  animated  by  the  spirit  and  information  derived  from 
their  mother  country,  cont^^nded,  as  they  had  done  in  the  pre- 
ceding century,  with  pertinacious  zeal,  for  a  civil  right,  the 
grant  of  which,  in  the  early  part  of  the  contest,  might  have 
restored  their  tranquillity  and  preserved  their  allegiance. 
Happily  for  them,  their  patriots  were  not  atheists,  nor  their 
leaders  robbers ;  their  men  of  property,  education^  and  morals, 
took  the  lead,  and  the  physical  power  of  the  poor  and  the  prof- 
ligate was  not  set  up  to  plunder,  to  expatriate,"!  Sec.  There 
is  here  enough  of  positive  and  negative  praise,  to  induce  us  to 
impute  the  declaration  first  quoted,  to  anA(2;2^^?belief  that  all  our 
educated  men  had  perished  in  the  course  of  the  revolution  ! 

The  North  American  settlements  presented,  from  their 
commencement,  what  was  pre-eminently  calculated  to  engage 
the  affections,  and  kindle  the  benevolence,  of  the  Christian  and 
the  philanthropist,  in  the  rapid  and  extensive  conquests  made 
on  the  wilderness,  for  religion  and  civilization.  Clothing  the 
desert  with  beauty  aa^  reclaiming  it  to  fruitfulness ;  enlarg- 
ing indefinitely  the  boundaries  of  polished  nature,  and  open- 
ing the  way  for  the  existence  of  millions  of  freemen  of  the 
English  race  over  one  of  the  most  favoured  portions  of  the 
earth,  were  achievements  which,  with  all  their  dignity  and  va- 
lue, did  not  more  powerfully  recommend  our  American  fore- 
fathers to  the  favour  and  protection  of  the  good  and  the  wise, 
than  the  motives  from  which  they  were  undertaken,  and  the 
manner  in  which  they  were  performed.  "  There  was  no  cor- 
ner of  the  globe,"  exclaimed  Chatham,  "  to  which  the  ances- 
tors of  our  fellow  subjects  in  America,  would  not  have  fled, 
rather  than  submit  to  the  slavish  and  tyrannical  spirit  which 
prevailed  in  their  native  country."  Of  such  men,  no  Eng- 
lishman boasting  of  his  attachment  to  the  present  theory  of  the 
British  constitution,  should,  to  be  consistent,  think  or  speak 
without  a  glow  of  admiration.  And  we,  their  successors, 
whose  spirit,  as  far  at  least  as  liberty  is  concerned,  cannot 
be  said  to  have  degenerated  from  theirs  ;  who  have  preserv- 
ed their  institutions,  and  continued  their  labours,  so  as, 
with  similar  dangers  and  toils,  to  bring  under  the  dominion 
of  Christianity  and  civilized  art,  regions  immense  beyond  the 
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grasp  of  their  imagination — we,  constituting  now  a  republic  SEC.  \TI. 
of  "  ten  millions  of  British  freemen,  who  may  be  numbered  v^"v-^^ 
among  the  most  intelligent,  the  most  moral,  the  bravest,  and 
the  most  happy,  of  the  human  race"* — might  well  expect,  as 
we  deserve,  to  find  in  the  philosophers  and  whigs  of  the  mother 
country,  even  though  of  the  class  of  critics  by  profession,  not 
scoffers  and  detracters,  but  earnest  friends  and  paneg)Tists. 
The  Scottish  tribunal  that  sits  in  constant  judgment  over  us, 
by  virtue  of  a  mysterious  authority,  seems  to  have  been  aware 
of  our  claims  in  some  of  the  respects  upon  which  I  have 
touched.  Such  language  as  the  following,  from  the  thirteenth 
number  of  the  Edinburgh  Review,  is  in  unison  with  reason 
and  true  sentiment,  and  will  make  the  reproach  double,  if  we 
should  find  those  who  uttered  it,  acting  in  contradiction  to  its 
spirit. 

"  This  immense  sphere  of  activity-  in  America,  is  the  crea- 
tion of  yesterday.  Even  Mr.  Ashe,  disposed  as  he  is  to  decry 
ever}'  thing  American,  is  obliged  to  admit,  that  she  displays, 
in  the  wonders  of  her  growing  industry,  a  picture  at  once 
striking  and  exhilarating.  It  is  impossible  to  contemplate  such 
a  scene  without  exulting  in  the  triumphs  of  industry.  This 
peaceful  power  is  here  subduing  regions  of  growing  forests, 
M'hich  conquering  armies  would  fear  to  enter ;  and  extending, 
with  silent  rapidity,  the  limits  of  civilized  existence.  We 
cannot  help  wishing  that  our  countr\'men,  in  general,  were  a 
little  more  alive  to  the  feelings  which  we  conceive  such  a  spec- 
tacle is  calculated  to  excite;  and  that  they  could  be  brought  to 
s}Tnpathize  a  little  more  in  the  progress  of  a  kindred  people, 
destined  to  carr}'  our  language,  our  arts,  and  our  interests  too^ 
over  regions  more  vast  than  ever  acknowledged  the  sway  of 
the  Caesars  of  Rome." 

Notwithstanding  this  just  and  obvious  view  of  the  case;  the 
commercial  obligations  of  which  I  have  ti*eated ;  and  all  the 
ingratiating  points  of  our  history',  with  which  the  better  in- 
formed among  the  British  writers  cannot  be  supposed  to  be 
unacquainted,  the  United  States  have  invariably  experienced 
from  them  more  obloquy  and  ridicule,  than  the  nations  of  the 
European  continent,  the  farthest  removed  from  Great  Britain 
in  their  origin,  institutions,  policy,  knowledge,  and  moral 
qualities.  There  has  been  no  period  since  our  revolution,  at 
which  a  liberal  Briton,  looking  to  the  comparative  treatment 
of  the  Americans,  in  the  British  books  and  parliamentary  dis- 


*  Sir  James  Mackintosh.  Speech  on  the  Treaty  with  America,  April  Hth, 
1815. 
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PART  I.  cussions,  might  not  have  repeated  what  Mr.  Burke  indignantly 
^-^"v-^  uttered  in  1775 — "  The  fauhs  which  grow  out  of  the  luxuriance 
of  freedom,  appear  much  more  shocking  to  us,  than  the  base 
vices  which  are  generated  in  the  rankness  of  servitude,"  The 
periodical  publications  have  served  as  constant  emunctories 
for  those  humours,  respecting  the  diffusiveness  and  virulence 
of  which,  I  have  already  produced  adequate  testimony.  It  is 
to  the  language  and  temper,  of  some  of  the  most  important  of 
those  publications,  that  I  mean  to  direct  my  attention  at  pre- 
sent. I  propose  to  fill  up  this  section  with  quotations  of  their 
invidious  suggestions,  and  with  cursory  observations  upon  such 
of  these  as  seem  to  call  for  immediate  notice. 

2.  The  Edinburgh  and  Quarterly  Reviews, — confessedly 
at  the  head  of  all  publications  of  the  kind  in  the  world,  and 
works  of  great  authority  wherever  letters  are  cultivated, — 
have  taken  the  lead  in  the  war  of  defamation  and  derision, 
against  the  American  people  and  institutions.  They  have, 
indeed,  carried  opposite  ensigns,  and  made  their  attacks  in 
modes  somewhat  dissimilar.  The  hostilities  of  the  English 
critics  have  been  more  direct  and  coarse,  and  accompanied 
with  fewer  professions  of  moderation  and  good  will ;  those  of 
the  Scottish,  have  been  waged,  almost  always  with  protesta- 
tions of  friendship,  and  at  times  with  the  affectation  of  a  for- 
mal defence  of  the  object.  When  the  one  has  said,* — "  pro- 
fessing ourselves  among  the  number  of  persons  who  experience 
no  very  particular  degree  of  affection  for  our  transatlantic 
brethren;'^''  and  the  other — "  the  Americans  are  not  liked  in  this 
countr\%  and  we  are  not  now  going  to  recommend  them  as  oh' 
jects  of  our  love ;  we  are  no  admirers  of  the  Americans;"! 


*  Quarterly.    No,  24. 

•j-  The  pliant  Boswell  set  the  example  to  his  countrymen,  of  this  form  of 
speech,  adding-,  however,  a  maxim  which  they  seem  to  have  overlooked. 
"  Well  do  you  know  that  I  have  no  kindness  for  the  Bostonians.  But  nations 
or  bodies  of  men  should,  as  well  as  individuals,  have  a  fair  trial,  and  not  be 
condemned  on  character  alone."  (Letter  to  Dr.  Johnson,  Jan.  27",  1775.) 
The  Quarterly  Review  has  preferred  the  more  energetic  spirit  and  sousing 
manner  of  the  Dr.  himself;  of  which  a  sample  is  afforded  in  the  following 
passage  of  his  Biography.  "  From  a  pleasing  subject,"  says  Boswell,  "  he 
(Dr.  Johnson)  I  know  not  how  or  why,  made  a  sudden  transition  to  one  upon 
which  he  was  a  violent  aggressor;  for  he  said,  "I  am  willing  to  love  all  man- 
kind, except  an  ^7nenca7i:*'  and  his  inflammable  corruption  bursting  into 
horrid  fire,  he  "  breathed  out  threatenings  and  slaughter ;"  calling  them 
"  Rascals — Robbers — Pirates  ;"  and  exclaiming,  he'd  "  burn  and  destroy 
them."  Miss  Seward,  looking  to  him  with  mild  but  steady  astonishment,  said, 
"  Sir,  this  is  an  instance  that  we  are  always  most  violent  against  those  whom 
we  have  injured," — He  was  irritated  still  more  by  this  delicate  and  keen 
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they  approached  hear  enough  in  language  to  betray  the  iden-  SEC.  VII. 
tity  of  their  spirit.  Both  have  canted  about  the  tender  for-  s.^*>^-w 
bearance  due  on  the  two  sides  of  the  Atlantic — "  the  sacred 
bond  of  blood  and  language "  the  endearing  community  of 
religion  and  laws "  the  inheritance  of  the  same  principles 
of  government  and  morals "  the  beauty  of  the  example  of 
natural  friends  among  nations,  in  contradistinction  to  the  too 
readily  admitted  division  of  natural  enemies,"  &c. — and  they 
have  harped  upon  these  topics,  in  the  sequel  of  a  tissue  of  the 
bitterest  contumelies  and  sarcasms.  But  the  Edinburgh  Re- 
view particularly,  has  gone  farther,  with  a  modesty  which  is 
truly  unrivalled.  Whilst  uttering  the  most  disparaging  opi- 
nions, and  discharging  voUies  of  sneers,  it  has  inveighed  fiercely 
against  "  the  bitter  sneering  at  every  thing  in  America,"  by 
the  ministerial  writers ;  reproached  them  for  their  insolent, 
petulant  and  preposterous  tone ;  wondered  profoundly  at  the 
little  cordiality  and  respect  for  America  among  the  British 
nation ;  and  seemed  to  take  to  itself  vast  credit  for  the  contrary 
dispositions. 

Recently,  it  has  furnished  an  instance  of  this  manoeuvre, 
which  outstrips  all  competition,  and  has  the  air  of  a  wanton 
mockery  of  the  understandings  of  its  readers,  as  much  as  of  a 
device  of  party-strategy.  In  the  body  of  that  article  of  the 
61st  number,  which  contains  the  heaviest  denunciations,  and 
some  of  the  most  flippant  undersaving,  ever  directed  against 
this  country,  we  read  the  following  phrases,  the  first  of  which 
is,  by  the  way,  a  fine  specimen  of  purism  in  style.  "  Among 
other  faults  with  which  the  present  English  government  is 
chargeable,  the  vice  of  impertinence  has  lately  crept  into  our 
Cabinet;  and  the  Americans  have  been  treated  with  ridicule 
and  contempt."  "  We  wish  well  to  America ;  we  rejoice  in 
her  prosperity,  and  are  delighted  to  resist  the  absurd  imperti- 
7iencewith  which  the  character  of  her  people  is  often  treated  in 
this  country^  but,"  &c. 

I  have  already  given,  in  the  quotations  which  I  have  made, 
some  evidence  of  the  validity  of  these  pretensions,  and  of  the 
temper  and  consistency  of  the  Quarterly  Review.  But  we 
have  not,  perhaps,  had  enough  exactly  to  determine,  the  degree 
of  authority  to  which  the  two  bands  of  critics  are  respectively 
entitled,  in  their  judgments  concerning  America;  whether  on 
the  score  of  liberality  in  their  feelings,  gravity  in  their  deli- 
berations, or  steadiness  in  their  opinions.    I  will,  therefore. 


reproach ;  and  roared  out  another  tremendous  volley,  which  one  might  fancy 
could  be  heard  across  the  Atlantic."  (Vol.  ii.  p.  12.) 
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PART  I.  look  back  upon  the  complexion  of  the  articles  which  they  have 
''^^^"^  devoted  to  us,  pursuing  the  design  which  I  have  mentioned 
above.  To  begin  with  the  Edinburgh  critics,  those  friends  and 
patrons  by  pre-eminence,  who  have  always  been  "  delighted  to 
resist  the  absurd  impertinence  with  which  the  character  of 
America  has  been  treated  in  Great  Britain." 

They  condescended  to  notice  this  republic  directly,  for  the 
first .  time,  in  their  fourth  number,  in  the  article  on  Davis' 
Travels;  and  certainly  we  had  some  reason  to  draw  encourag- 
ing presages  from  their  general  tone  in  this  outset.  There 
were  but  two  passages  in  the  article,  which  had  a  sinister  aspect 
— one  which  asserted  roundly  that  habitual  drunkenness  was 
in  no  country  so  prevalent  as  in  the  United  States — another 
concerning  Fra?iilin,  as  follows :  "  It  is  cej'tain  that  the  en- 
lightened part  of  the  American  community  begin  now  to  con- 
sider this  boasted  character  in  a  very  ambiguous  point  of  view, 
and  to  attach  much  less  consequence  and  veneration  to  his 
memory  than  formerly.  To  him  they  are  certainly  indebted 
for  the  most  important  public  services,  and  for  his  strenuous 
endeavours  to  introduce  among  them  a  taste  for  science  and 
literature ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  his  cajiting  exhortations  to 
extreme  frugality  have  had  their  effect  in  preventing  the  ex- 
pansion of  the  noblest  principles  of  the  mind  ;  and  his  example^ 
in  the  dereliction  of  religion^  has  certainly  lent  un  unfortunate 
support  to  the  cause  of  scepticism  and  infdelity,^'' 

I  should  be  unjust  not  to  acknowledge  that  full  amends  were 
made,  at  the  same  tribunal,  to  the  memory  of  this  "  boasted 
character,"  in  two  copious  articles,  devoted  entirely  to  his 
panegyric,  and  producing  one  of  those  remarkable  antinomies 
in  its  decisions,  which  fall  within  the  scope  of  the  present  ex- 
position. A  few  extracts  will  be  sufficient  for  the  intelligence 
of  the  case. 

"  Dr.  Franklin,  the  self-taught  American,  is  the  most  ra- 
tional, perhaps,  of  all  philosophers.  No  individual  ever  possessed 
a  juster  understanding.  In  much  of  what  relates  to  the  practi- 
cal wisdom  and  happiness  of  life,  his  views  will  be  found  to  be 
admirable,  and  the  reasoning  by  which  they  are  supported 
most  masterly  and  convincing.  Upon  the  mechanics  and 
tradesmen  of  Boston  and  Philadelphia,  he  endeavoured,  with 
appropriate  eloquence,  to  impress  the  importance  of  industry, 
sobriety  and  economy,  and  to  direct  their  wise  and  humble 
ambition  to  the  attainment  of  useful  knowledge  and  honour- 
able independence.  Nothing  can  be  more  perfectly  and  beau- 
tifully adapted  to  its  objects  than  Dr.  Franklin's  compositions 
of  this  sort.    The  strong  sense,  clear  information,  and  obvious 


BRITISH  REVIEWS. 


211 


(conviction  of  the  author  himself,  make  most  of  his  moral  ex-  SEC.  VII. 
Iiortations  perfect  models  of  popular  eloquence,  &c.^=^We  v-^^v-^^ 
should  think  his  account  of  his  own  life  a  very  useful  reading 
for  all  young  persons  of  unsteady  principle,  who  have  their 
fortunes  to  make  or  mend  in  this  world."^ 

"  In  one  point  of  view,  the  name  of  Franklin  must  be  con- 
sidered as  standing  higher  than  any  of  the  others  which  illus- 
trated the  last  century.  Distinguished  as  a  statesman,  he  was 
equally  great  as  a  philosopher;  thus  uniting  in  himself  a  rare 
degree  of  excellence  in  both  those  pursuits,  to  excel  in  either 
of  which  is  deemed  the  highest  praise.  Each  successive  pub- 
lication of  this  great  man's  works  increases  our  esteem  foi' 
his  virtues,  and  our  admiration  of  his  understanding.  We 
can  offer  the  Americans  no  better  advice  than  to  recommend 
to  them  a  constant  study  of  Franklin,  of  his  principles,  as 
well  as  his  compositions.  The  example  of  this  eminent  per- 
son teaches  that  veneratioJi  for  religion  is  quite  compatible 
with  a  sound,  practical  understanding.  Franklin  was  a  man 
of  a  truly  pious  turn  of  mind.  He  appears  to  have  been  a 
Christian  of  the  unitarian  school.  If  his  own  faith  had  not 
gone  so  far,  he  at  least  would  greatly  have  respected  the  reli- 
gion of  his  country,  and  done  every  thing  to  encourage  its 
propagation.  His  moral  writings  are  superior  to  almost  any 
others,  in  any  language ;  whether  we  regard  the  sound,  and 
striking,  and  useful  truths  with  which  they  abound,  or  the 
graceful  and  entertaining  shape  in  which  they  are  conveyed. 
His  piety  was  sincere  and  habitual.  Feelings  of  a  devotional 
cast  every  where  break  forth  in  his  writings.  He  is  habitually 
a  warm  advocate  for  religion."! 

The  article  on  Davis'  Travels  suggested  some  kind  apolo- 
gies for  us,  on  the  important  heads  of  intellect  and  literature, 
which  augured  favourably  for  the  justness,  as  well  as  libera- 
lity, of  the  views,  which  would  be  always  taken  in  relation  to 
those  subjects. 

"  We  do  not  mean  to  deny  the  charges  against  the  litera- 
ture and  learning  of  America :  literature  is  one  of  those  Jiner 
manufactures  which  a  new  country  will  always  find  it  easier 
to  import  than  to  raise.  There  must  be  a  great  accumulation 
of  stock  in  a  nation,  and  a  great  subdivision  of  labour,  before 
the  arts  of  composition  are  brought  to  any  great  degree  of 
perfection.  The  great  avenues  to  wealth  must  be  all  filled, 
and  many  left  in  hereditary  opulence  or  mediocrity,  before 


*  No.  16. 
Vol.  I.— E  e 
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PART  I.  there  can  be  leisure  enough,  among  such  a  people,  to  relish 
'---^"v^^^  the  beauties  of  poetry,  or  to  create  an  effectual  demand  for 
the  productions  of  genius.    These  causes  may  for  some  time 
retain  the  genius  of  America  in  a  state  of  subordination  to  that 
of  Europe." 

"  The  truth  is,  that  American  genius  has  displayed  itself, 
wherever  inducements  have  been  held  out  for  its  exertion. 
Their  party  pamphlets,  though  disgraced  with  much  intempe- 
rance and  scurrility,  are  written  with  a  keenness  and  spirit, 
that  is  not  often  to  be  found  in  the  old  world;  and  their  ora- 
tors, though  occasionally  declamatory  and  turgid,  frequent!) 
possess  a  vehemence,  correctness,  and  animation,  that  would 
command  the  admiration  of  any  European  audience,  and  excite 
the  astonishment  of  those  philosophers  who  have  been  taught 
to  consider  the  western  hemisphere  as  a  grand  receptacle  for 
the  degeneracies  of  nature." 

Afterwards,  from  time  to  time,  we  found  general  opinions 
uttered  in  the  same  quarter,  which  bespoke  a  correct  appre- 
hension of  our  case,  and  some  of  which  I  think  it  well  to  intro- 
duce here. 

*  "  Among  men,  the  few  who  write  bear  no  comparison  to 
7  the  many  who  read.  We  hear  most  of  the  former,  indeed, 
A  because  they  are,  in  general,  the  most  ostentatious  part  of 
7  literary  men;  but  there  are  innumerable  men  who,  without 
/  ever  laying  themselves  before  the  public,  have  made  use  of 
Z  literature  to  add  to  the  strength  of  their  understandings,  and 
^  to  improve  the  happiness  of  their  lives." 

"  We  must  say,  that  the  Americans  are  not  fairly  judged  of 
by  their  newspapers ;  which  are  written  for  the  most  part  by 
expatriated  Irishmen,  or  Scotchmen,  and  other  adventurers  of 
a  similar  description,  who  take  advantage  of  the  unbounded 
license  of  the  press,  to  indulge  their  own  fiery  passions,  and 
aim  at  exciting  that  attention  by  the  violence  of  their  abuse^ 
which  they  are  conscious  they  could  never  command  by  the 
force  of  their  reasonings.  The  greater  part  of  the  polished 
and  inteUigent  Americans  appear  little  on  the  front  of  public 
life^  and  make  no  figure  in  her  external  history,''  (1814). 

"  It  is  pleasing  to  learn,  that  the  isolated  inhabitants  of  the 
western  forests  of  America  are  cheered  and  enlightened  with 
the  distant  literature  of  Europe;  that  there  are  here  men  capa- 
ble of  communicating  the  benefits  of  its  discoveries ;  and  emu- 
lous in  their  turn,  to  extend  the  boundaries  of  knowledge  by 
new  discoveries  of  their  own."  (1805). 

"  Whenever  a  taste  for  literature  is  created  in  America,  we 
have  no  doubt  that  her  authors  will  improve  and  multiply  to  a 


BRITISH  REVIEWS. 


2\9 


degree  that  will  make  our  exertions  necessar)^  to  keep  the  start  SEC.  VII. 
we  now  have  of  them."  (No.  29).  \,^-v-^ 

"  The  great  body  of  the  American  people  is  better  educated 
and  more  comfortably  situated  than  the  bulk  of  any  European 
community,  and  possess  all  the  accomplishments  that  are  any 
where  to  be  found  in  persons  of  the  same  occupation  and  con- 
dition." (No.  25). 

Having  represented,  or  being  capable  of  seeing,  the  ques- 
tion of  oar  literature  and  intellectual  condition  in  these  lights, 
— discerning  the  general  causes  which  either  retarded  our 
advancement,  or  prevented  it  from  being  visible  abroad, — 
liberal  critics,  "  well  wishers  to  America,"  delighted  to  pro- 
tect her  character  from  the  insults  of  malice  and  the  judgments 
of  ignorance,  might  have  been  expected  to  abstain,  as  much  as 
possible,  from  reciting  our  unavoidable  deficiencies  or  unsuc- 
cessful attempts;  and  especially  from  making. them,  on  every 
practicable  occasion,  the  subject  of  burlesque  or  opprobrium. 
They  might  have  been  expected  to  treat  our  literary  perform- 
ances with  the  utmost  lenity,  and  to  hold  out  to  us  whatever 
degree  of  positive  encouragement  was  consistent  with  the  true 
interests  of  literature;  the  more  as,  whatever  we  may  have 
arrogated  to  ourselves  in  other  respects,  we  have  rarely  set  up 
exorbitant  pretensions  on  the  score  of  our  books.  Let  us  see 
how  far  such  expectations  have  been  fulfilled  by  the  liberals  of 
the  Edinburgh  Review. 

The  first  production  of  our  press  brought  within  their  high 
cognizance,  was  the  fifth  volume  of  the  Transactions  of  the 
American  Philosophical  Society.  A  society  of  this  description, 
sprung  from  the  most  generous  aspirations  and  benevolent 
aims ;  formed  under  the  auspices  of  Franklin  and  Rittenhouse ; 
arrested  in  its  promising  career  by  the  war  of  the  revolution, 
which  required  all  the  exertions  of  its  members  in  other  fields 
of  public  service;  struggling  anew,  when  the  unnatural  ag- 
gressor had  consented  to  sheathe  the  sword,  in  a  community 
universally  engaged  in  business,  and  under  all  the  disadvan- 
tages inseparable  from  a  new  country,  to  maintain  the  ap- 
pearance of  vital  action,  in  order  to  present  a  rallying  point, 
and  nucleus  of  science,  for  an  infant  nation — such  a  society  • 
was  in  itself,  independently  of  the  general  considerations  inti- 
mated above,  fitted  to  conciliate  forbearance,  and  even  ten- 
derness and  support,  from  the  votaries  of  knowledge  in  the 
old  world.^    Its  first  offerings  might  be  composed  of  no  very 


*  See  Note  O. 
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PART  l^  excellent  materials;  they  might  be  deficient  in  interest  and 
^-^~v-^  instruction  for  an  European  savant;  yet,  liberal  minds,  alive 
to  the  excellence  of  its  object,  and  the  remote  influences  of  its 
rude  essays,  would  not  fail  to  receive  them  with  respect,  and 
to  rejoice  in  its  very  existence,  as  an  auspicious  omen,  and  a 
certain  source  of  future  good.  Whether  actuated  by  reflec- 
tions of  this  kind,  or  a  confidence  in  its  positive  merit,  many 
of  the  most  illustrious  of  the  scientific  world  of  Europe  have 
sought  to  be  ranked  among  its  members;  and  displayed  the 
title,  when  obtained,  in  the  front  of  their  works,  with  evident 
satisfaction.  Of  this  number,  I  may  cite  Dugald  Stewart, 
the  most  accomplished  and  enlightened  of  the  countrymen  of 
the  Edinburgh  critics. 

These,  our  well-wishers,  proceeded,  however,  with  a  spirit 
diametrically  opposite.  They  heaped  indignities  upon  the 
volume  of  the  American  Transactions,  and  made  their  account 
of  it,  the  occasion  of  innuendos  and  sallies  against  the  taste 
and  learning  of  America  in  general.  The  following  extracts 
will  speak  for  themselves. 

The  want  of  refinement  in  arts  and  in  Belles  Lettres,  is, 
by  no  means,  the  only  circumstance,  that  distinguishes  our 
kinsmen  in  North  America,  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  eastern 
hemisphere.  They  appear  to  be  proportionably  deficient  in 
scientific  attainments.  The  volume  now  before  us,  07ie  of  the 
very  fexu  that  ever  issue  from  the  American  press^  contains  the 
whole  accumulation  of  American  discovery  and  observation, 
during  a  course  of  peaceful  years.  It  extends  to  328  pages, 
and  the  most  interesting  communication  it  has  to  boast  of  is 
the  valuable  paper  of  our  countryman^  Mr.  Strickland.  Of 
all  the  academical  trifles  which  have  ever  been  given  to  the 
world,  eighty-nine  of  the  pages,  the  work  of  Americans,  are 
the  most  trivial  and  dull.  Our  readers  will  judge  with  what 
difficulty  this  mite  has  been  collected,  when  we  mention  the 
subject,"  &c. 

"  Some  of  the  American  philosophers  themselves  seem  to 
have  adopted  the  language  of  the  ludicrously  sentimental 
class  to  which  M.  Dupont  de  Nemours  (the  author  of  one  of 
the  papers)  belongs,  and  to  have  thought  it  a  good  substitute 
for  the  eloquence  and  power  of  fine  writing  which  Providence 
has  denied  to  their  race,"*"* — "  By  the  manner  in  which  one  of 
the  American  contributors  cites,  and  more  especially  by  his 
remarks  upon  classical  learning,  we  are  inclined  to  suspect 
that  a  man  who  reads  the  easier  Latin  poets  is  not  to  be  met 
with  every  day  in  North  America." — "  We  cannot  resist  the 
temptation  of  quoting  a  passage  from  his  paper;  the  moralizing 
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part  of  it  is  truly  American,  It  is  only  necessar^^  to  add,  for  SEC.  VII. 
the  information  of  the  American  Academies^  that  the  Latin  quo-  n.^-v-w 
tation  is  nothing  at  all  to  the  purpose,"  &c.  "  Meanly  as  our 
j  readers  may  be  disposed  to  think  of  the  American  scientific 
circles,  they  appear  to  be  highly  prized  by  their  own  mem- 
bers. The  society,  whose  labours  we  have  been  describing,  at- 
taches to  itself  the  name  of  '  Philosophical'  with  peculiar  ea- 
gerness ;  and  the  meeting-house ^  where  the  transactions  of  its 
members  are  scraped  together^  and  prepared  for  being  inaccu- 
rately printed,  is,  in  the  genuine  dialect  of  tradesmen^  deno- 
minated '  Philosophical  Hall.'  " 

"  We  have  dwelt  longer  upon  this  article  than  its  merits  jus- 
tify, for  the  purpose  of  stating  and  exemplifying  a  most  curi- 
ous and  unaccountable  fact — the  scarcity  of  all  but  mercantile 
and  agricultural  talents  in  the  nexv  xvorldJ'^^ 

3.  The  American  work  that  next  attracted  the  attention  of 
our  patrons,  happened  to  be  from  the  pen  of  a  minister  pleni- 
potentiary of  the  United  States  on  the  continent  of  Europe, 
the  son  of  the  American  President.  These  qualities  of  the 
author,  although  they  did  not  entitle  him  to  deference  as  such, 
yet  gave  him  claims  to  some  particular  personal  favour  and 
respect,  from  critics  of  the  w^hig  school,  and  of  the  bon-ton 
of  European  society.  And  he  would  have  every  right  to  ex- 
pect the  most  indulgent  dispositions  for  his  work,  if,  compos- 
ed of  sketches  which  were  reluctantly  permitted  to  go  before 
the  American  public  in  the  pages  of  an  American  periodical 
paper,  without  ulterior  destination,  it  had  taken  the  shape  of 
a  distinct  volume,  through  the  cupidity  of  a  London  booksel- 
ler ; — if  at  the  same  time  it  was  altogether  free  from  preten- 
sions, and  professedly  limited  to  certain  heads  of  observation, 
upon  which  accurate  information  might  be  of  particular  utility 
to  his  countrymen.  The  "  Letters  from  Silesia"  of  Mr.  John 
Quincy  Adams,  to  which  it  will  be  understood  that  I  have 
been  referring,  were  attended  with  these  circumstances  appa- 
rent upon  the  face  of  the  volume  into  which  they  were  col- 
lected. I  will  venture  to  affirm,  moreover,  that  they  possess 
much  absolute,  intrinsic  merit;  that  they  are  greatly  above 
the  common  standard  of  applauded  English  tours,  and  would 
have  been  declared  creditable  in  all  respects,  had  they  been 
the  production  of  an  Englishman  in  a  similar  station.  But  the 
Edinburgh  Review  was  as  ungracious  and  wayward  in  this 
instance,  as  in  that  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society.  It 
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I-  not  only  launched  into  broad  generalities,  and  drew  far-fetched 
analogies,  to  decry  the  work  of  Mr.  Adams,  but  was  at  much 
pains  to  disparage  his  understanding  and  feelings  ;  and  turned 
aside  from  the  only  proper  subject  of  animadversion,  to  carp 
and  sneer  at  the  studies  and  mind  of  his  country.  These  as- 
sertions might  be  the  more  strikingly  illustrated  here,  did  not 
the  same  tone  and  design  pervade  nearly  the  whole  of  the  arti- 
cle in  question ;  at  the  same  time  that  the  critics  cannot  effec- 
tually conceal  the  sense,  which  they  really  entertain,  of  the 
merits  of  the  Letters.  A  few  excerpts  from  the  article  will 
be  enough  for  the  occasion. 

"  It  may  appear  somewhat  hard  to  subject  a  work  ivliich 
does  not  offend  by  any  pretensions  to  a  comparison  with  the 
excellent  standards  of  its  kind ;  but  when  we  held  this  work  in 
our  hands,  we  could  not  help  thinking  of  the  American  Presi- 
dency, and  of  the  state  of  learning  in  that  powerful  and  pros- 
perous commonwealth." 

Although  this  author  is  neither  lively  nor  very  instructive, 
he  shows  some  qualities  which  makes  him  a  tolerable  companion 
for  a  very  short  tour,''''^^'-''  The  feelings  of  Mr.  Adams  about 
his  native  country  more  resemble  the  loyal  acquiescence  of  a 
subject,  than  the  personal  interest  and  ardour  of  a  republi- 
can."^*" His  style  is,  in  genei-al,  very  tolerable  English,  which, 
for  American  composition^  is  no  moderate  praise."**"  A  spu- 
rious dialect,  it  is  probable,  will  prevail  even  at  the  court  and 
in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  until  that  great  common- 
wealth shall  become  opulent  enough  to  break  more  distinctly 
into  classes,"  Sec. 

At  the  appearance  of  another  American  work  of  the  highest 
possible  interest  and  elevation  as  to  the  subject,  and  proceeding 
from  the  first  law-dignitary  of  the  American  republic,  not  more 
respectable  by  his  exalted  station,  than  by  his  general  talents 
and  private  virtues — I  mean  the  Life  of  Washington  by  Chief 
Justice  Marshall — a  fair  opportunity  was  afforded  the  Edin- 
burgh illuminati,  to  resist  "  the  impertinence  and  vulgar  inso- 
lence," and  the  "  bitter  sneering"  of  the  ministerial  party  with, 
respect  to  American  concerns,  by  the  force  of  example,  in  a 
generous  exposition  of  the  merits  which  they  might  discover 
in  the  performance  ;  a  scrupulous  abstinence  from  harsh  and 
supererogatory  reflections  on  the  author  or  his  country,  and 
a  commemoration  of  those  traits  in  the  American  revolu- 
tion, which  distinguish  it  as  the  purest  and  noblest  among 
the  most  important  and  celebrated  in  the  history  of  the  world. 
Nothing  would  have  seemed  more  remote  from  probability, 
than  that  the  disciples  of  Fox  could,  on  the  occasion  of  re- 
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viewing  an  authentic  biography  of  Washington,  labour  mainly  SEC.  VII. 
to  appear  smart  and  knowing,  at  the  expense  of  the  nation  v^'^v-^^ 
which  had  produced  this  model  of  heroes,  and  even  insult  the 
faithful  and  unassuming  biographer,  who  had  been  his  com- 
panion in  arms,  had  enjoyed  his  intimate  friendship,  and 
shared  with  him  the  labours  and  honours  of  his  civil  adminis- 
tration.   Whether  they  pursued  so  unworthy  a  course,  and  \ 
how  far  they  improved  the  opportunity  above  mentioned,  to  the 
very  reverse  of  the  proper  ends,  may  be  ascertained  by  the  fol- 
lowing short  extracts  from  the  article  under  consideration. 

"  Mr.  Marshall  must  not  promise  himself  a  reputation  com- 
mensurate with  the  dimensions  of  his  work." 

"  Mr.  Chief  Justice  Marshall  preserves  a  most  digmjied 
and  mortifying  silence  regarding  every  particular  of  Washing- 
ton's private  life,  &c.    Mr.  Marshall  may  be  assured,  that 
what  passes  with  him  for  dignity,  will,  by  his  reader,  be  pro-  n 
nounced  dullness  and  frigidity." 

"  The  Speeches  in  this  work  display  great  commercial 
knowledge,  and  a  keen  style  of  argument — but  oratory  is  not 
to  be  looked  for  in  a  country  which  has  none  of  the  kindred 
arts.  All  the  specimens  of  American  eloquence  grievously 
sin  against  the  canons  of  taste." 

"  A  more  diffuse  and  undiscriminating  narrative  we  have 
seldom  perused.  It  is  dejicient  in  almost  euery  thing  that  co7i- 
stitutes  historical  excellence^''  &c.  &c. 

This  last  stricture  upon  the  narrative  is  followed  immedi- 
ately by  the  observation — It  displays  industry,  good  sense, 
and,  so  far  as  we  can  judge,  laudable  impartiality ;  and  the 
st}'le,  though  neither  elegant  nor  impressive,  is  yet,  upon  the 
whole,  clear  and  manly."  No  ingenuity  but  that  of  the  Edin- 
burgh critics,  would  be  adequate  to  explain,  hov/  a  narrative 
acknowledged  to  possess  these  qualities — which  Blair  indicates 

as  the  primary  qualities  required  in  a  good  historian" — 
could  yet  be  justly  proclaimed  "  deficient  in  almost  every 
thing  that  constitutes  historical  excellence." 

.  They  are  careful,  in  the  abundance  of  their  tenderness  for 
America,  to  note,  as  they  proceed  with  Judge  Marshall,  "  the 
ludicrous  proposition  of  her  Congress  to  declare  herself  the 
most  enlightened  nation  on  the  globe."  This  taunt  had  been 
so  often  in  the  mouth  of  the  party  stigmatized  for  an  "  odious, 
miserable,  vulgar  spirit  of  abuse  against  America,"  that  the 
repetition  of  it  by  her  friends,  can  be  accounted  for,  only  by 
its  egregious  pleasantry.  I  propose  to  enquire  into  its  justice 
hereafter,  and  hope  to  render  this  point  at  least  doubtful.  To- 
wards the  conclusion  of  th^  article  on  the  Life  of  W^ashington, 
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PART  I.  theve  is  this  invidious  remark :     We  think  it  a  pretty  strong 
"»-^"v-^^  proof  of  the  poverty  of  the  literary  attainments  of  America, 
that  she  has  not  been  able  to  tell  the  story  of  her  own  revolu- 
tion, and  to  pourtray  the  character  of  her  hero  and  sage,  in 
language  worthy  such  subjects." 

I  do  not  mean  to  affirm  that  the  story  of  our  revolution  has 
been  told  absolutely  well  by  Marshall,  or  by  Ramsay,  whose 
Life  of  Washington  is  so  unceremoniously  consigned  by  the 
Scottish  reviewers  to  the  circulating  libraries.  Ramsay^s  His- 
tory of  the  American  Revolution,  which,  it  is  probable,  the} 
had  never  deigned  to  open,  is,  however,  a  respectable  pro- 
duction in  all  points  of  view  ;  quite  equal,  as  regards  literar}' 
execution,  to  any  historical  essay  respecting  the  affairs  of 
England  for  the  last  century,  and  superior,  as  regards  the  au- 
thenticity of  materials,  and  opportunities  of  knowledge.  The 
Somervilles,  the  Enticks,  the  Belshams,  the  Russels,  the 
Adolphus',  the  GifFords,  the  Biglands,  are  certainly  below 
the  level  of  Ramsay. 

To  no  people  whatever  can  we  apply  more  exactly,  than  to 
the  American,  the  observation  which  I  have  quoted  from  the 
Edinburgh  Review,  that  "  among  them  the  few  who  write 
bear  no  comparison  to  the  many  who  read."  According  to 
the  drift  of  the  Review  in  making  this  observation,  it  would 
be  unjust  to  declare  the  poverty  of  the  literary  attainments  of 
America,  on  the  ground  that  she  has  not  yet  produced  a  first 
rate  history  of  her  revolution  ;  as,  in  point  of  fact,  nothing  can 
be  more  unfounded  than  the  allegation.  We  are  told  by  a 
Scottish  authority,  Blair,  that  the  island  of  Britain,  v/as  not 
eminent  for  its  historical  productions,  till  within  a  few  years 
prior  to  the  time  at  which  he  wrote ;  that,  during  a  long  pe- 
riod, English  historical  authors  were  little  more  than  dull  co7n- 
pilers^  when  at  length  the  distinguished  names  of  Hume,  Ro- 
bertson, and  Gibbon,  raised  the  British  character  in  that  spe- 
cies of  writing.  Now,  if  the  logic  of  the  Edinburgh  Review, 
in  reference  to  America,  be  adopted — if  the  circumstance  of 
our  not  having  told  well  the  story  of  our  revolution  be  "  a 
pretty  strong  proof  of  the  poverty  of  our  literary  attain- 
ments," we  have,  in  the  statement  of  Blair,  "  pretty  strong 
proof"  that  Great  Britain  laboured  under  the  same  reproach 
until  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century.  And  the  ignomi- 
ny would  be  tenfold,  considering  the  superior  advantages  of 
her  situation  for  centuries  before  that  period.  The  absence 
of  historians  of  the  highest  order  is,  certainly,  the  last  defect 
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1.  our  literature  to  be  censured  by  a  nation  whose  historical  SEC.  VI 
.uithors  were  but  dull  compifers^  so  long  after  she  had  the  ftiU 
enjoyment  of  all  those  facilities  to  perfection  in  the  arts  of 
composition,  which  the  Edinburgh  Review  has  justly  stated  to 
be  necessarily  wanting  to  a  new  country,* 

There  is  no  part  of  the  matter  introduced  into  the  life  of 
Washington ;  there  are  none  of  the  "  provincial  documents" 
with  which  it  is  peevishly  said  to  be  loaded,  that  are  not  in- 
teresting and  important  to  the  American  public ;  and  for  this 
public  the  work  was  chiefly  intended.  It  became,  inevitably, 
a  History  of  the  American  Revolution,  not  only  on  account  of 
the  connexion,  more  or  less  immediate,  of  the  hero,  with  all 
the  great  occurrences  of  the  drama,  but  from  the  tenor  of  his 
manuscripts  upon  which  it  was  composed,  and  which  the 
biographer  was  bound  to  turn  to  the  fullest  account.  Its  bulk 
is  not,  therefore,  a  well-grounded  objection or  might,  at  least, 
have  found  indulgence  with  those,  who  could  not  have  been 
ignorant  of  the  more  inordinate  size  of  Clarendon's  History  of 
the  Rebellion;  Roscoe's  Life  of  Leo  X;  GifFord's  Life  of 
Pitt;  Fra-Paolo's  History  of  the  Council  of  Trent;  Guicciar- 
dini's  History,  and  many  other  similar  works  of  great  ce- 
lebrity, of  which  the  subjects  are  of  less  real  importance  and 
dignity,  and  extend  through  no  greater  portion  of  time.  But, 
the  true,  and  principally,  exceptionable  feature  in  Marshall's 
volumes,  is  one  which  has  never,  as  far  as  I  know,  been 
observed  at  home,  and  which  the  foreign  critics,  had  they 
been  able  to  perceive  it,  would  have  been  careful  not  to  sig- 
nalize. He  has  given,  as  historical  evidence,  determining  a 
general  phasis  of  the  revolution,  the  desponding  representa- 
tions made  by  Washington  in  his  private  letters  to  Congress ; 
representations  which  took  their  hue  as  well  from  the  design 
of  the  writer  to  stimulate  that  body,  to  the  utmost  pitch  of  a 
particular  kind  of  effort,  as  from  the  engrossing  disquietudes 
natural  and  common  with  the  firmest  minds,  under  the  imme- 
diate pressure,  or  apprehension,  of  heavy  embarrassments. 
The  biographer  has  so  exhibited  the  difficulties  inherent  in  our 
defence,  and  the  momentary  impressions  which  their  emergence 
made  upon  the  Commander  in  chief,  as  to  lend  much  colour 
ot  reason  at  least,  to  the  derogatory  suggestion  of  the  Edin- 
burgh Review — "  He  must  be  blind  who  does  not  see  in  this 
History^  that  all  the  array  of  American  patriotism  would  have 
been  utterly  unable,  but  for  the  incapacity  of  her  enemy,  to 
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PART  I.  secure  her  independence."  The  main  idea  is  certainly  coun- 
-■^"v'^  tenanced  by  some  of  the  letters  of  Washington ;  but  it  is  not, 
therefore,  the  less  unsound,  or  easy  of  refutation  upon  a 
comprehensive  and  critical  survey  of  the  whole  history  of 
the  revolution.  No  British  writer  will  assert,  or  admit,  that 
the  success  of  the  British  forces  under  Wolfe,  in  the  memor- 
able siege  of  Quebec,  was  owing  to  the  "  incapacity  of  the 
enemy:"  But  the  tone  of  the  first  despatches  of  that  intrepid 
leader  to  the  British  secretary  of  state,  is  quite  as  desponding, 
as  the  private  communications  of  Washington  to  the  American 
congress,  and  would  equally,  upon  the  principles  of  the  Edin- 
burgh Review,  warrant  such  a  conclusion.  The  British  poli- 
tician of  an  enlarged  and  sagacious  mind,  who  will  look  into 
the  parliamentary  history  for  the  three  first  years  of  our  strug- 
gle, will  find  there,  in  the  facts  and  views  presented  by  the 
whig  orators,  enough  to  convince  him  of  the  error  of  any  hy- 
pothesis, implying,  that  we  could  not  have  worked  out  our  poli- 
tical salvation,  but  for  the  mismanagement  of  the  British  minis 
try,  and  the  aid  of  the  French  court. 

4.  The  life  of  Washington  having  failed  to  draw  the  Edin- 
burgh wits  from  the  course,  to  appearance  so  little  in  unison 
with  their  professions,  which  was  pursued  with  the  letters  of 
Mr.  Adams,  we  cannot  be  surprised  if  the  Columbiad  of  Bar- 
low wrought  no  better  effect.  It  seems  to  have  been  committed 
to  the  Momus  of  the  fraternity  for  special  diversion.  Ac- 
cordingly, the  American  Epic  is  introduced,  with  refined 
humour,  as  "  the  goodly  firstling  of  the  infant  muse  of  Ame- 
rica;" and,  by  way,  no  doubt,  of  manfully  resisting  ministe- 
rial impertinence,  and  generously  soothing  the  feelings  of  the 
poet's  countrymen  for  the  sentence  which  it  might  be  necessar} 
to  pass  upon  his  work — the  reviewer  immediately  salutes  them 
as  follows  : — "  These  federal  republicans  are  very  much  such 
people,  we  suppose,  as  the  modern  traders  of  Liverpool,  Man 
Chester,  or  Glasgow.  They  have  a  little  Latin  whipped  into 
them  in  theii'  youth,  and  read  Shakspeare,  Pope  and  Milton, 
as  well  as  bad  English  novels,  in  their  days  of  courtship  and 
leisure." 

I  cannot  undertake  to  repeat  the  exquisite  jokes  of  this 
article  on  the  Columbiad — such,  for  instance,  as  the  one 
about  "  those  Jiuent  and  venerable  personages,  the  rivers  Po- 
tomak  and  Delaware,"  nor  the  many  quips  respecting  the 
x\merican  diction ;  but  it  is  proper  to  quote  one  or  two  more 
phrases,  to  illustrate  the  obstinacy  of  that  unlucky  mood  which 
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ould  be  ever  at  variance  with  the  most  magnanimous  de-  SEC.VIL 
signs  of  patronage.  ^^^^-^^ 

"  We  have  often  h^ard  it  reported  that  our  transatlantic 
brethren  were  beginning  to  take  it  amiss  that  their  language 
should  still  be  called  English.  As  this  is  the  first  specimen 
which  has  come  into  our  hands  of  any  considerable  work  vi 
thfi  American  tongue^  it  may  be  gratifying  to  our  philological 
readers,"  &c, 

"  These  republican  literati  seem  to  make  it  a  point  of  con- 
science to  have  no  aristocratical  distinctions— even  in  their 
vocabulai,/  :  they  think  one  word  just  as  good  as  another,  pro- 
vided the  meaning  be  clear,"  &c. 

Aspersions  upon  the  capacity  and  literature  of  the  Ame- 
rican people  at  large,  might  have  been  spared  by  "  well-wish- 
ers," even  in  a  criticism  upon  an  American  work.  But  it 
would  seem  still  more  incongruous  and  wanton,  to  hold  them 
up  to  contempt,  in  reviewing  a  mere  book  of  travels  in  Ame- 
rica, declared,  at  the  same  time,  to  be  in  the  last  degree  incre- 
dible and  despicable.  This,  however,  is  done  in  the  account 
of  Ashe's  Travels,  in  the  30th  number  of  the  Edinburgh  Jour- 
nal; where,  while  the  reviewer  affects  to  reprobate  and  de- 
ride the  tales  of  the  wretched  imposter  and  swindler,=^  he  lends 
himself  to  his  malignant  purpose.  It  is  from  them  that  the 
magnates  of  Scottish  literature  take  occasion  to  flout  and  de- 
cry a  nation  of  kinsmen  in  the  following  language  : 

"  We  could  just  as  readily  believe  that  the  orations  of 
Sheridan  are  written  by  a  Philadelphia-man ^  as  that  the 


*  Dr.  Drake  relates,  in  his  "  Picture  of  Cincinnati,"  the  following  anec- 
-lote  of  Ashe. 

"  In  the  years  1802-3,  Dr.  William  Goforth,  witli  an  ardour  of  curiosity 
ihat  deserved  a  better  reward  than  awaited  his  exertions,  dug-  up  in  Ken- 
tucky, and  transported  to  Cincinnati,  several  waggon  loads  of  Mammoth 
bones.  They  were,  by  the  Doctor  and  George  Turner,  one  of  the  members 
of  the  American  Philosophical  Society,  examined  attentively,  and  supposed 
to  be  the  remains  of  no  less  than  six  non-descript  quadrupeds,  most  of  them 
gigantic.  Among  the  rest,  some  of  the  bones  of  the  rhinoceros  were  thought 
to  be  ascertained.  Judge  Turner  made  accurate  drawings  of  the  most 
curious  of  those  fossils,  but  has  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  lose  them. 

"  In  the  spring  of  the  year  1803,  the  Doctor  formed  the  design  of  trans- 
porting these  bones  to  the  Atlantic  states.  They  reached  Pittsburgh,  and 
were  there  stored.  Early  in  1806,  Professor  Barton  made  an  application  to 
purchase  them;  but  at  that  time  they  had  attracted  the  attention  of  a  foreign 
swindler,  named  Thomas  Arville,  alias  Ashe,  who  obtained  permission  of  the 
owner  to  ship  them  to  Europe,  for  exhibition ;  since  which  they  have  not 
been  heard  of.  To  this  personal  injury  of  a  worthy  individual,  the  miscreant 
has  since  added  a  Ubel  on  the  American  people." 
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TART  I.  speech  of  an  American  orator  is  the  work  of  a  Scotch  re- 

^^^^^--^  porter." 

"  It  is  no  doubt  true,  that  A??ierica  can  produce  nothing  tc 
bring  her  intellectual  efforts  into  any  sort  of  comparison  with 
that  of  Europe.  These  republican  states  have  never  passed 
the  limits  cf  humble  inediocriiy ^  either  in  thought  or  expression. 
Noah  Webster,  we  are  afraid,  still  occupies  the  first  place  in 
criticism,  Timothy  Dwight  and  Joel  Barlow  in  poetry,  and 
Mr.  Justice  Marshall  in  histoiy  :  and,  as  to  the  physical  sci- 
ences, we  shall  merely  observe,  that  a  little  elementary  trea- 
tise of  botany,  appeared  in  1803;  and  that  this  paKtry  contri- 
bution to  natural  history  is  chronicled,  by  the  latest  American 
historian,  among  the  remarkable  occurrences  since  the  revo- 
lution. In  short,  federal  America  has  done  nothing,  either  to 
extend,  diversify,  or  embellish  the  sphere  of  human  know- 
ledge. Though  all  she  has  written  were  obliterated  from  the 
records  of  learning,  there  would,  if  we  except  the  works  of 
Franklin,  be  no  positive  diminution,  either  of  the  useful  or  the 
agreeable.  The  destruction  of  her  whole  literature  would  not 
occasion  so  much  regret  as  we  feel  for  the  loss  of  a  few  leaves 
from  an  ancient  classic." 

"  But,  notwithstanding  all  this,  we  really  cannot  agree  with 
Mr.  Ashe,  in  thinking  the  Americans  absolutely  incapable^  or 
degenerate ;  and  are  rather  inclined  to  think,  that  when  their 
neighbourhood  thickens,  and  their  opulence  ceases  to  depend 
on  exertion,  they  will  show  something  of  the  same  talents  to 
which  it  is  a  part  of  our  duty  to  do  justice  among  ourselves. 
And  we  are  the  more  inclined  to  adopt  this  favourable  opinion^ 
from  considering,  that  her  history  has  already  furnished  occa- 
sions for  the  display  of  talents  of  a  high  order;  and  that,  in 
the  ordinary  business  of  government,  she  displays  no  mean 
share  of  ability  and  eloquence." 

"  That  the  Americans  have  great  and  peculiar  faults,  both 
in  their  manners  and  in  their  morality,  we  take  to  be  undeni- 
able. Their  manners,  for  the  most  part,  are  those  of  a  scat- 
tered, migratory,  but  speculating  people;  and  there  will  be  no 
great  amendment  until  their  population  becomes  more  dense, 
and  more  settled  in  its  habits.  As  the  population  becomes  con- 
centered, and  the  spirit  of  adventure  is  deprived  of  its  objects, 
the  sense  of  honour  will  improve  with  the  importance  of  cha- 
racter:'   (No.  30.)* 

The  relish  for  the  topic  of  the  insignificance  of  American 
literature,  and  for  the  w^aggish  citation  of  the  names  of  some 


*  Sec  Note  Q. 
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of  the  American  literati,  proved  so  keen  and  lasting,  that  we  SEC.  vii. 
have  been  recently  treated  with  them  again.    What  archness,  v^^'-v^^ 
sagacity,  knowledge,  and  despatch  in  the  following  passage  of 
the  article  on  the  travels  of  Fearon — that  rightful  successor  of 
Ashe,  worthy  of  exciting  the  same  strain  in  the  reviewer! 

"Literature  the  Americans  have  none — ^no  native  literature, 
I  mean.  It  is  all  imported.  They  had  a  Franklin,  indeed ; 
and  may  afford  to  live  for  half  a  century  on  his  fame.  There 
is,  or  was,  a  Mr.  D wight,  who  wrote  some  poems  ;  and  his 
baptismal  name  was  Timothy.^  There  is  also  a  small  account 
of  Virginia  by  Jefferson,  and  an  epic  by  Joel  Barlow^ — and 
some  pieces  of  pleasantry  by  Mr.  Irving.  But  why  should 
the  Americans  write  books,  when  a  six  weeks  passage  brings 
them,  in  their  own  tongue',  our  sense^  science,  and  genius,  in 
bales  and  hogsheads.  Prairies,  steam-boats,  grist-mills,  are 
their  natural  objects  for  centuries  to  come.  Then,  when  they 
have  got  to  the  Pacific  ocean — epic  poems,  plays,  pleasures  of 
memory,  and  all  the  elegant  gratifications  of  an  ancient  peo- 
ple who  have  tamed  the  wild  earth,  and  set  doxvn  to  aviuse 
themselves  /" 

5.  The  Edinburgh  Review,  preluded,  as  we  have  seen, 
with  apologising  for  om*  supposed  deficiencies  in  literature, 
but  quickly  fell  into  the  habit  of  emblazoning  them  to  the  ut- 
most, whenever  America  happened  to  be  in  question,  even 
as  to  matters  entirely  distinct.    A  similar  course  has  been 


*  Dr.  Dwight  seems  to  have  obtained  a  permanent  niche  in  the  memory 
of  the  critic.  Thus  we  have,  on  another  occasion.  "  The  poetry  of  Dr. 
Dwig-ht  is  evidently  the  growth  of  a  country  where  only  the  coarser  sorts  of 
industry  yet  flourish."  (No.  29.)  Now,  considering  this  utter  unworthi- 
ness  of  the  Connecticut  poet,  it  is  rather  extraordinary  that  Darwin  should 
have  ascribed  to  his  Conquest  of  Canaan  "much  fine  versification."  (Bota- 
nic Garden,  note,  line  364,  part  I.)  ;  and  that  Campbell,  whom  the  review- 
ers have  placed  above  all  the  bards  of  the  age,  should  have  borrowed  pas- 
sages from  his  religious  epic  to  adorn  a  compilation  of  the  beauties  of  Eng- 
lish poetry.  In  introducing  these  passages,  Campbell  remarks,  indeed, — 
"  Of  this  American  poet  I  am  sorry  to  be  able  to  give  the  British  reader  no 
account.  I  beheve  his  personal  history  is  as  little  known  as  his  poetry,  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic."  But,  truly,  the  British  reader  might  justly  com- 
plain ;  for.  Dr.  Dwight  made  so  conspicuous  a  figure  in  the  aflairs  of  New 
England,  and  was  so  diffusively  and  advantageously  famous  throughout  this 
country,  that  it  would  not  have  been  very  difficult  to  come  at  his  personal 
history,  even  in  London.  The  President  of  Yale  College,  the  second  in  the 
Union  in  extent  and  consideration  ;  an  eminent  divine,  a  politician  of  great 
influence,  a  voluminous^  popular  and  able  writer,  could  remain  unknown 
'>nly  to  those  who  were  entirely  ignorant  of  American  affairs. 
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Px\RT  I.  pursued  by  the  critics  in  relation  to  our  moral  condition,  man- 
-«*~v-^^  ners,  and  general  dispositions.  Their  excuses  for  their  "  kins- 
men of  the  west,"  on  these  heads,  have  almost  always  had, 
more  or  less,  the  air  of  mockery,  and  carried  a  sharper  sting 
than  their  open  defamation.  The  following  passages  are  won- 
derfully kind  and  encouraging,  and  furnish  a  specimen  of  the 
sapient,  fond  discussions  about  us  in  the  mother  country. 

"  Why  the  Americans  are  disliked  in  this  country  we  have 
never  been  able  to  understand ;  for  most  certainly  they  resem- 
ble us  far  more  than  any  other  nation  in  the  world.  I'hey  are 
brave  and  boastful,  and  national  and  factious,  like  ourselves  ; 
— about  as  polished  as  99  in  100  of  our  own  countrymen  in  the 
upper  ranks — and  at  least  as  moral  and  well  educated  in  the 
lower.  Their  virtues  are  such  as  we  ought  to  admire — for 
they  are  those  on  which  we  value  ourselves  most  highly  :  and 
their  very  faults  seem  to  have  some  claim  to  our  indulgence, 
since  they  are  those  with  which  we  also  are  reproached  by 
third  parties."  (1814). 

"  The  complaint  respecting  America  is,  that  there  are  no 
people  of  fashion — that  their  column  still  wants  its  Corinthian 
capital — or,  in  other  words,  that  those  who  are  rich  and  idle, 
have  not  yet  existed  so  long,  or  in  such  numbers,  as  to  have 
brought  to  full  perfection  that  system  of  ingenious  trifling,  and 
elegant  dissipation,  by  means  of  which  it  has  been  discovered 
that  wealth  and  leisure  may  be  most  agi-eeably  disposed  of. 
Admitting  the  fact  to  be  so,  and  in  a  country  where  there  is  no 
court,  no  nobility,  and  no  monument  or  tradition  of  chivalrous 
usages — and  where,  moreover,  the  greatest  number  of  those 
who  are  rich  and  powerful  have  raised  themselves  to  that 
eminence  by  mercantile  industry,  we  really  do  not  see  how 
it  could  well  be  otherwise — we  could  still  submit,  that  this  is 
no  lawful  cause  either  for  national  contempt,  or  for  national 
hostility.  It  is  a  peculiarity  in  the  structure  of  society  among 
that  people,  which,  we  take  it,  can  only  give  offence  to  their 
visiting  acquaintance ;  and,  while  it  does  us  no  sort  of  harm 
while  it  subsists,  promises,  we  think,  very  soon  to  disappear 
altogether,  and  no  longer  to  afflict  even  our  imaginations. 
The  number  of  individuals  born  to  the  enjoyment  of  heredi- 
tary wealth  is,  or  at  least  was,  daily  increasing  in  that  coun- 
try ;  and  it  is  impossible  that  their  multiplication, — with  all 
the  models  of  European  refinement  before  them,  and  all  the 
advantages  resulting  from  a  free  government,  and  a  general 
system  of  good  education — should  fail,  within  a  very  short 
period,  to  give  birth  to  a  better  tone  of  conversation  and  society, 
and  to  manners  more  dignified  and  refined.  Unless  we  are  verv 
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much  misinformed  indeed,  the  symptoms  of  such  a  change  may  SEC.  vii. 
ah  eady  be  traced  in  their  cities.  Their  youths  of  fortune  al-  v^^v-^ 
ready  travel  over  all  the  countries  of  Europe  for  their  im- 
provement ;  and  specimens  are  occasionally  met  with  even  in 
these  islands,  which,  with  all  our  prejudices,  we  must  admit, 
would  do  no  discredit  to  the  best  blood  of  the  land  from  which 
they  originally  sprung."* 

There  would  have  been  too  much  of  consistency  in  preserv- 
ing, on  all  occasions,  the  condescension  exerted  in  these  pas- 
sages. The  tone  of  greeting  is  not  so  mincing  or  comfortable 
in  the  following  extracts  : 

"  The  public  functionaries  in  America  are  so  poorly  provided, 
that  no  prosperous  counsellor,  for  instance,  will  accept  of  the 
office  of  judge,  and  few  men  of  abilities  will  dedicate  them  to 
so  unprofitable  a  task  as  the  management  of  public  affairs.— 
Their  legislature  is  therefore  deficient  both  in  talent  and  au- 
thority, and  she  has  already  experienced  more  than  one  shock 
from  the  irregular  impulse  of  that  ambition  and  talent  for 
which  no  adequate  recompense  has  been  provided  within  the 
pale  of  her  constitution."  (No.  28). 

"  The  Americans  are  all  jealous  republicans,  and  all  out- 
rageously proud  of  their  constitution,  and  vain  of  their  coun- 
try.  This  passion  exists,  in  America,  in  a  degree  that  is  both 
offensive  and  ridiculous  to  strangers  !    (No.  40), 

"  They,  of  the  western  country,  are  hospitable  to  strangers, 
because  they  are  seldom  troubled  with  them ;  and  because  they 
have  ahvays  plenty  of  maize  and  smoked  ha?ns,j  Their  hospi- 
tality, too,  is  always  accompanied  with  impertinent  questions ; 
and  a  disgusting  display  of  national  vanity."  (No.  13). 

"  There  are  no  very  prominent  men  at  present  in  America : 
at  least,  none  whose  fame  is  strong-  enough  for  exportation. 
Monroe  is  a  man  of  plain,  unaffected  good  sense.  Jefferson, 


*  No.  40. 

t  The  poor  Irish,  at  least,  are  placed  out  of  the  reach  of  so  charitable  an 
explanation ;  and  if  the  people  of  England  are  hospitable,  it  is  not  cer- 
tainly from  this  cause.  I  take  the  following  from  Bell's  Weekly  Messenger 
for  Feb.  7th,  1819. 

"  On  Friday  a  donation  of  the  Regent  gave  cheerfulness  to  the  lowly 
habitations  of  the  indigent  of  Brighton.  A  large  quantity  of  prime  beef,  to 
the  value  of  one  hundred  pounds,  by  royal  command,  was  distributed 
to  the  industrious  poor  with  families,  in  proportions  according  to  their 
number  and  necessities,  by  the  parochial  officers.  The  ~vido~u>s*  and  the 
orphans*  tears  bore  testimony  of  the  gratitude  felt,  and  expressions  of  thank- 
fulness, directed  towards  their  beloved  and  o-enerous  ben>^factor,  Tvere  uni- 
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FART  I.  we  believe^  is  still  alive ;  and  has  always  been  more  remarka 
-^-v^^  ble,  perhaps,  for  the  early  share  he  took  in  the  formation  oi 
the  republic,  than  from  any  very  predominant  superiority  oi 
understanding."  (No.  61). 

It  is  well  to  be  undeceived,  let  the  nature  of  the  error  be 
what  it  may.  But  the  Americans  had  credulously  imagined, 
that  the  fame  of  the  military  and  naval  commanders  by  whom 
the  British  were,  during  the  last  American  war,  "  worsted  in 
most  of  their  naval  encounters,  and  baffled  in  most  of  their 
enterprises  by  land,"*  was  "  strong  enough  for  exportation." 
They  thought  the  same,  with  respect  to  those  "  statesmen, 
most  of  whom  survive,  by  whom  the  affairs  of  the  United 
States  have  been  administered  in  times  of  great  difficulty,  with 
a  forbearance,  circumspection,  and  constancy,  not  surpassed 
in  those  commonwealths  who  have  been  most  justly  renowned 
for  the  wisdom  of  their  councils."!  As  regards  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, it  will  not  be  deemed  an  unaccountable  illusion  in  the 
Americans  to  have  ascribed  to  him  "  a  predominant  superi- 
ority of  understanding,"  when  it  is  recollected  that  they  had 
read  the  following  remarks  in  the  article  of  the  Edinburgh 
Review  on  Janson's  Travels :  "  Mr.  Janson  drags  individuals 
into  notice  without  ceremony.  As  for  his  endless  invectives 
against  Mr.  Jefferson,  they  belong  to  another  class  of  wrongs, 
and  only  obtain  their  share  of  the  dignified  contempt  by  which 
that  eminently  ivise  7'uler  has  consigned  to  oblivion  all  the 
spoken  and  written  scurrility  of  his  enemies."!  While  them- 
selves engaged  in  "  dragging  individuals  into  notice,"  the 
Scottish  critics  should  not  have  forgotten  the  names  of  John 
Adams,  James  Madison,  John  Jay,  Rufus  King,  Thomas 
Pinckney,  De  Witt  Clinton,  John  Quincy  Adams,  and  even 
Mr.  Chief  Justice  Marshall,  all  of  whom,  by  a  diligent  per- 
quisition, they  could  have  ascertained  to  be  still  on  the  stage  of 
life.  Two  of  these  at  least,  might  be  considered  as  prominent, 
since  they  wrote  the  principal  portion  of  the  work  called  the 
Federalist,  which  the  Scottish  dispensers  of  renown  have 
themselves  described  as  "  a  publication  that  exhibits  an  extent 
and  precision  of  information,  a  profundity  of  research,  and  an 
acuteness  of  understanding,  which  would  have  done  honour  to 
the  most  illustrious  statesman  of  ancient  or  modern  times."^ 


*  Edinburgh  Review. — 1814. 

1  Ibid.  No.  61.    Article  on  Universal  Suffrag-e. 

T  No.  29. 

§  No.  24.  Article  on  Hillhouse's  proposed  amendment  to  the  Am 
Constitution. 
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In  the  number  of  this  journal,  the  61st,  which  tells  us  that  SEC.  vn. 
we  have  no  prominent  men,  it  is  obligingly  said,    the  Ameri-  v^^v-w 

cans  are  a  very  sensible,  reflecting  people,  and  have  conducted 
their  affairs  extremely  well  but  at  the  same  moment  the  com- 
pliment is  retracted,  in  a  burst  of  spleen  more  violent  and  acrid, 
than  any  of  the  effusions  of  the  Quarterly  Review,  which  I 
shall  soon  be  called  to  notice. 

"  The  great  curse  of  America  is  the  institution  of  slavery —  • 
of  itself  far  more  than  the  foulest  blot  upon  their  national  I  ^^^Jj^ 
character,  and  an  evil  which  counterbalances  all  the  excise-  f 
men,  licensers,  and  tax-gatherers  of  England."  ^ 

"  That  slavery  should  exist  among  men  who  know  the  value  L 
of  liberty,  and  profess  to  understand  its  principles,  is  the  con-  /  ^  m^,^^ 
'summation  of  zuickedness.  Every  American,  who  loves  his  y  ^^y*^ 
country,  should  dedicate  his  whole  life,  and  every  faculty  of  '  C 
his  soul,  to  efface  this  foul  stain  from  its  character.  If  nations 
rank  according  to  their  wisdom  and  their  virtue,  zvhat  right 
has  the  A^nerican.,  a  sccurger  and  murderer  of  slaves^  to  com- 
pare himself  zvith  the  least  and  the  lowest  of  the  European  na- 
tions? much  more  with  this  great  and  humane  countri/^  where 
the  greatest  lord  dare  not  lay  a  finger  upon  the  meanest  pea- 
sant ?  What  is  freedom,  where  all  are  not  free  I  Where  the 
greatest  of  God's  blessings  is  limited,  with  impious  caprice, 
to  the  colour  of  the  body  ?  And  these  are  the  men  who  taunt 
the  English  with  their  corrupt  parliament,  with  their  buying 
and  selling  votes.  Let  the  world  judge  which  is  the  most 
liable  to  censure — we  who,  in  the  midst  of  our  rottenness,  have 
torn  off  the  manacles  of  slaves  all  over  the  world^  or  they  who, 
with  their  idle  purity,  and  useless  perfection,  have  remained 
mute  and  careless,  while  groans  echoed  and  whips  clanked 
round  the  very  walls  of  their  spotless  Congress.  The  existence 
of  slavery  in  America  is  an  atrocious  crime^  with  which  no 
measures  can  be  kept — for  which  her  situation  affords  no  apo- 
logy— which  makes  liberty  itself  distrusted,  and  the  boast  of  it 
disgusting."   ^ 

6.  It  was,  perhaps,  known  to  the  authors  of  the  Review,  that 
no  small  part  of  the  American  public,  in  spite  of  all  that  I  have 
quoted  from  it  of  an  earlier  date,  still  credulously  relied  upon 
its  general  professions  and  character.  They  magnanimously 
determined  at  length,  to  dissipate  the  delusion,  or  conceived 
the  project  of  putting  it  to  the  last  test,  by  these  fierce  invec- 
tives. 
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I  will  discuss,  in  another  place,  the  validity  of  the  sweeping 
charges  founded  upon  the  existence  of  domestic  slavery  among 
us,  my  immediate  object  being  little  more  than  to  exemplify 
the  feeling,  or  the  policy,  of  the  leading  journals  of  Great 
Britain.  We  may,  however,  delay  awhile,  to  illustrate  further 
the  consistency  and  modesty  of  the  Edinburgh  critics.  In  the 
same  article  which  contains  the  charges  just  mentioned,  thev^ 
i-write  thus.  "  Any  person,  with  tolerable  prosperity  here  in 
I  England,  had  better  remain  where  he  is.  There  are  consi- 
kderable  evils,  no  doubt,  in  England  j  but  it  would  be  madness 
'UPt  to  admit  that  it  is,  upon  the  whole,  a  very  happy  country,'' 
Now,  it  was  only  in  the  number  of  their  journal  immediately 
preceding,  in  the  article  on  Birbeck's  Travels,  that  we  read  the 
following  language. 

"  With  all  its  excellencies,  the  English  government  is  a  most 
expensive  one :  protection  to  person  and  property  is  no  where 
so  dearly  purchased;  and  the  follies  of  the  people,  and  the 
con'uption  of  their  rulers,  have  entailed  such  a  load  of  debt 
upon  us,  that  whoever  prefers  his  own  to  any  other  countiy,  as 
a  place  of  residence,  must  be  content  to  pay  an  enormous  price 
for  the  gratification  of  his  wish.  In  truth,  a  temptation  to 
emigrate  is  now  held  out  to  all  persons  of  moderate  fortune, 
-which  must,  in  very  many  cases,  prove  altogether  irresistible. 
*Nor  can  any  thing  be  more  senseless  than  the  wonder  testified 
by  some  zealous  lovers  of  their  native  land,  at  any  family  of 
small  income,  seeking  a  more  fruitful  soil  and  a  better  climate, 
where  half  their  means  may  not  be  seized  to  pay  the  state  and 
the  poor.  Mr.  Birbeck,  as  a  moderate  capitalist,  and  the 
father  of  a  large  family,  may  be  justified  in  every  point  of  viezv 
for  leaving  this  country." 
.  In  the  last  pages  of  the  article  on  Birbeck's  Travels,  it  is 
elaborately  maintained  by  the  reviewer,  that  the  American 
Union  will  continue:  but,  in  the  next  number  of  the  journal, 
we  are  told  that  "  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  conceive  that  such 
an  empire  as  the  American  should  very  long  remain  undi- 
vided." The  truly  sound  doctrine  of  the  article  on  Birbeck 
furnishes  the  best  answer  to  this  assertion.   It  is  as  follows. 

"  It  might  be  proper,  however,  to  consider  the  real  ground  of  stability 
which  the  government  of  America  possesses,  before  we  decide  in  so  positiva 
a  manner  against  it.  There  can  be  httle  doubt,  that  the  whole  question 
turns  upon  the  difference  of  American  and  European  society,  and  the  total 
want  in  the  former,  of  that  race  of  political  characters  which  abounds  in  the 
latter.  In  America,  all  men  have  abundant  occupation  of  their  own,  without 
thinking  of  the  state.  Every  person  is  deeply  interested,  and  perpetually 
engaged,  in  driving  his  trade,  and  cultivating  his  land :  and  little  time  is  left 
to  any  one  for  thinking  of  state  affairs,  except  as  a  subject  of  conversation. 
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As  a  business  they  engage  the  attention  of  no  one  except  the  rulers  of  the  SEC.  VII. 
country :  and  even  they  keep  the  concerns  of  the  pubUc  subordinate  to  their  v^,^^v-^^ 
own.  The  governor  of  a  state  is  generally  a  large  land  owner  and  farmer  of 
ills  own  ground.  A  foreign  minister  is  the  active  member  of  a  lucrative  and 
laborious  profession,  quitting  it  for  a  few  months,  and  returning  to  its  gains 
and  its  toils  when  his  mission  is  ended.  The  business  of  the  senate  occupies 
but  a  few  weeks  in  the  year ;  and  no  man  devotes  himself  so  much  to  its 
duties,  as  to  leave  it  doubtful  to  what  class  of  the  industrious  community  he 
properly  belongs.  The  race  of  mere  statesmen,  so  well  known  among  us  in 
the  Old  World,  is  wholly  unknown  in  the  New ;  and  until  it  springs  up,  even 
the  foundations  of  a  change  cannot  be  considered  as  laid.  The  Americans 
no  doubt  are,  like  other  freemen,  decided  partisans,  and  warm  political  com- 
batants ;  but  what  project  or  chance  can  counterbalance,  in  their  eyes,  the 
benefits  conferred  by  the  union,  of  cultivating  their  soil,  and  pursuing  their 
traffic  freely  and  gainfully,  in  their  capacity  of  private  individuals?  A 
preacher  of  insurrection  might  safely  be  left  with  such  personages  as  the 
American  farmers ;  and  until  the  whole  frame  of  society  alters,  even  a  great 
increase  of  political  characters  will  not  enable  those  persons  successfully  to 
appeal  to  the  bulk  of  the  community,  with  the  prospect  of  splitting  the 
union.  The  cautious  and  economical  character  of  the  Federal  Government 
seems  admirably  adapted  to  secure  its  hold  over  the  affections  of  a  rational 
and  frugal  people." 

The  Edinburgh  Review  is,  doubtless,  the  last  quarter  in 
which  we  are  to  look  for  proof  of  the  assertions  that  England 
is  "  a  very  happy  country,  where  all  are  free" — "  a  great  and 
Iiumane  country,  which  has  torn  off  the  manacles  of  slaves  all 
over  the  world."  In  the  same  article  in  which  those  assertions 
are  made,  we  read  that  "  a  very  disgusting  feature  in  the  pre- 
sent English  government  is  its  extreme  timidity,  and  the 
cruelty  and  violence  to  which  its  timidity  gives  birth that  in 
government-cases  the  judges  are  not  independent;  that  "  the 
savage  spectacle"  is  exhibited  "  of  a  poor  wretch,  perhaps  a 
very  honest  man,  contending  in  vain  against  the  weight  of  an 
immense  government,  pursued  by  a  zealous  attorney,  and 
sentenced,  by  some  candidate,  perhaps,  for  the  favour  of  the 
crown,  to  the  long  miseries  of  the  dungeon."  On  the  point  of 
Englands  having  torn  off  the  manacles  of  slaves  all  over  the 
Vvorld,"  the  several  articles  of  that  journal  concerning  the 
condition  of  the  blacks  in  the  British  West  Indies,  of  the 
Hindoos,  of  the  Irish  Catholics,  furnish  an  admirable  com- 
mentary. The  same  number  in  which  that  glorious  distinction 
is  claimed  for  England,  begins  with  an  account  of  Milb' 
History  of  British  India,  and  ends  with  a  view  of  the  state  of 
the  Irish  Catholics ;  wherein  her  millions  of  Irish  and  Indian 
subjects  are  represented  as  labouring  under  the  most  galling 
and  withering  t}'ranny.  The  language  of  the  following  passages, 
for  instance,  is  tolerably  significative,  and  has  the  advantage 
of  being  undeniably  true. 
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PART  I,  at  the  very  outset  of  the  history  of  the  East  India  Company  a* 

-  a  go\  cr  liiig-  body,  a  series  of  acts  of  treachery  and  unjust  violence,  such  as 
it  would  not  be  easy  to  match  in  the  annals  of  men  whom  we  are  accustomed 
to  consider  as  the  worst  of  tyrants." 

"  We  are  accustomed  to  rate  verj'  highly  the  security  which  Is  derived 
from  being  governed  by  men  having  the  advantages  of  English  education 
and  English  feelings.  But  it  affords  a  lesson  of  melancholy  instruction  as  to 
the  feebleness  of  this  security,  when  we  see  gentlemen  eminently  possessed 
of  these  advantages,  and  placed  far  above  the  reach  of  want,  ready  to  destroy 
the  commerce  of  a  great  country,  to  break  down  the  administration  of 
justice,  to  oppress  tlie  people,  to  violate  treaties,  to  kindle  a  war,  and  to 
depose  a  monarch,  their  ally,  merely  to  secure  to  themselves  the  profits  of 
an  illegal  traffic."' 

"  Such  are  the  melancholy  results  of  the  attempts  to  improve  the  con- 
dition of  Bengal,  described  not  by  inimical  observers  or  severe  judges,  but 
by  the  magistrates  who,  from  the  prejudices  of  their  situation,  would  be  in- 
clined to  behold  every  indication  of  improvement,  under  the  auspices  of  a 
British  administration,  with  a  favourable  eye.  Every  person  of  rank  and 
property  reduced  to  the  lowest  condition, — the  cultivator  exposed  to  in- 
tolerable exaction, — the  courts  of  justice  virtually  closed  against  suitors, — 
the  most  terrible  of  crimes  increased  to  that  extent,  that  no  security  for 
person  or  property  can  be  said  to  exist, — minor  offences  not  diminished, — 
dissoluteness  of  morals  become  more  general, — and  a  police,  of  which  the 
vices  render  it,  instead  of  a  benefit,  a  pest  to  the  countr\' :  these,  according 
to  the  highest  authorities,  are  the  characteristics  of  that  part  of  India,  where 
our  reforms  have  had  the  longest  time  to  operate.'* 

"  To  this  picture  must  those  open  their  eyes,  who  have  been  consohng 
themselves,  on  every  act  of  aggression  and  conquest,  however  unjust  in 
itself,  with  the  reflection  that  the  extension  of  the  British  power  was  an  ex- 
tension of  benefits  and  of  security  to  the  natives.  One  advantage  has  certainly 
attended  the  introduction  of  an  English  administration  :  the  direct  oppression 
which  the  superiors  exercised,  as  of  right,  over  their  inferiors  is  lessened ;  but 
that  oppression  was  much  less  terrible  than  the  increased  acts  of  violence 
and  cmelty  of  the  unUcensed  plunderers  who  were  kept  in  awe  by  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  former  rulers ;  nor  can  the  occasional  acts  of  violence,  on  the 
part  of  the  native  governments,  towards  its  higher  subjects,  bear  a  compari- 
son with  those  regulations,  which  have  produced  a  greater  change  in  the 
landed  property  than  was  ever  known  before,  and  in  a  few  years  reduced 
the  majority  of  the  zemindars  to  distress  and  beggary." 

"  The  lawless  habits  of  the  people,  in  the  ordinary  and  best  state  of  the 
interior  of  Ireland,  and  all  the  occasional  disturbances  of  a  more  serious 
character,  are  to  be  traced  to  the  system  of  law  which  has  divided  tlie  in- 
habitants of  Ireland  into  a  Protestant  Oligaichy,  administering  in  detail  the 
government  of  the  country  over  a  Catholic  multitude  : — The  one  armed  with 
all  sorts  of  arbitrary-  powers ;  the  other  excluded  from  the  constitution,  and 
subjected  to  ever}'  species  of  penalties." 

"  In  all  former  times  of  peace,  the  estabhshment  for  Ireland  has  been  8000 
men.  The  number  voted  last  year  was  22,000.  Besides  the  expense  of 
maintaining  this  extra  number  of  14,000  men,  there  is  also  the  expense  of 
police  establishments,  prosecutions,  and  a  variety  of  other  charges,  which 
grow  out  of  the  system  of  governing  tlie  people  on  the  principle  of  exclusion 
from  their  ci\il  r.ghts.  In  the  last  year's  public  accounts,  tliere  is  a  charge 
of  38,952/.  for  police  establishments  in  proclaimed  districts;  and  another  for 
12,000/.  secret  service,  in  detecting  treasonable  conspiracies." 

*'  In  vain  have  the  hands  of  government  been  strengthened  in  Irela- 
and  the  terrors  of  its  power  let  loose,  in  every  form  of  cizil  proscription  a 
TniUtaTy  execution.   The  evil  of  an  alienated  popubtion  is  not  to  be  so  over 
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uiastered.    They  cannot  love  a  constitution  from  which  they  are  excluded,  SEC.  VII. 
Bor  venerate  a  law  which  withholds  from  them  the  rights  which  it  secures 
to  the  more  favoured  part  of  the  population,  by  whom  it  is  made  and  admi- 
nistered." 

With  respect  to  the  many  hundred  thousand  blacks  of  the 
British  West  Indies,  the  manner  in  which  their  manacles  have 
been  "  torn  off""  is  sufficiently  illustrated  in  the  following 
passage,  quoted  by  the  Edinburgh  Review,  with  full  approba- 
tion, from  a  Report  of  the  African  Institution,  for  the  year 
1815.  "In  what  country,  accursed  with  slavery,  is  this  sink- 
ing fund  of  mercy,  this  favour  of  the  laws  to  human  redemp- 
tion, maiiumusion^  taken  away?  Where,  by  an  opprobrious 
reversal  of  legislative  maxims,  ancient  and  modern,  do  the 
lawgivers  rivet,  instead  of  relaxing,  the  fetters  of  private 
bondage,  stand  between  the  slave  and  the  liberality  of  his 
master,  by  prohibiting  enfranchisements,  and  labour  as  much 
as  in  them  lies,  to  make  that  dreadful,  odious  state  of  man, 
which  they  have  formed,  eternal?  Shame  and  horror  must 
not  deter  us  from  revealing  the  truth.  It  is  in  the  dominions 
of  Great  Britain,  This  abuse  has  been  reserved  for  assem- 
blies, convened  by  the  British  crown,  and  subject  to  the  con- 
trol of  Parliament." 

In  the  article  on  Birbeck,  the  negro-slaver)^  of  the  United 
States  is  spoken  of,  and  with  great  truth,  as  existing  "  in  a 
forni  by  far  the  niost  ^nitigated^''  and  it  is  unanswerably  asked, 
*'  Who  can  compare  the  state  of  the  slave  in  the  sugar  islands 
with  that  in  North  America?"  In  the  article  of  the  50th 
number,  on  the  general  Registry  of  slaves,  all  idea  of  emanci- 
pating those  of  the  British  West  Indies  is  peremptorily  dis- 
claimed, in  the  name  of  the  English  abolitionists ;  and  the 
Reviewer  adds,  "  Unprepared  for  freedom  as  the  unhappy 
victims  of  our  oppression  and  rapacity  now  are,  the  attempts 
to  bestotv  it  on  them  at  once^  could  only  lead  to  their  oivn  aug- 
viented  misery^  and  involve  both  master  and  slave  in  one  common 
riiinJ*^  The  sagacity  which  provided  this  just  reflection  in 
favour  of  Great  Britain  and  the  West  India  legislature,  might 
have  discovered  the  same  apology  for  the  southern  states  of 
America,  and  arrested  the  unqualified  sentence  pronounced 
upon  them. 

In  truth,  all  this  sudden  pother  about  the  bare  continued 
existence  of  domestic  slaveiy  in  this  countiy,  may  be  at  once 
understood  to  be  niere  parade,  if  not  artifice,  on  a  reference 
to  the  tenor  of  the  article  in  the  first  number  of  the  Review, 
concerning  the  Sugar  Colonies.    The  object  of  that  article 
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PART  1.  was  to  show,  that  "  the  subdivision  of  the  negroes  of  the 
^^-^"v'-^^  West  Indies,  under  the  power  of  masters  armed  with  abso- 
lute power,"  had  become  an  indispensable  policy  for  Great 
Britain ;  that  "  the  regulation  of  the  treatment  of  the  slaves" 
ought  to  be  left  to  the  colonial  legislatures ;  and,  principally, 
that  Great  Britain  should  assist  the  consular  government  of 
France  (alias  Bonaparte)  in  the  attempt  to  reduce  the  negroes 
of  St.  Domingo  to  their  previous  state  of  bondage;  to  "  their 
cane-pieces,  coffee-grounds  and  spice-walks."  The  cham- 
pions of  universal  ejiiancipation,  who  now,  in  the  fervour  of 
their  apostleship,  proclaim  it  to  be  the  consummation  of 
wickedness,"  on  our  part,  to  tolerate  even  the  existence  of 
slavery  in  our  southern  states,  had,  then,  so  little  presentiment 
of  their  vocation,  or  susceptibility  to  the  impressions  which 
slavery,  "  in  the  most  mitigated  form,"  makes  upon  them 
now,  as  they  contemplate  this  republic,  that  they  were  eager 
for  its  revival  in  its  severest  form,  and  on  a  very  extensive 
scale,  in  St.  Domingo ;  because  the  independence  of  the  ne- 
groes of  that  island  seemed  to  threaten  the  security  of  the 
trade  which  supplied  in  part  "  our  (the  British)  fleet  with 
seamen  and  our  (the  British)  exchequer  with  millions."  The 
article  in  question  calculates  sanguinely  and  argumentatively 
the  advantage  secured  to  Great  Britain,  on  the  supposition  * 
that  France  had  completely  succeeded  in  her  colonial  mea- 
sures, and,  zvzth  zvhatever  perfidij  and  cruelty^  restored  the 
slavery  of  the  negroes."  And  it  is  curious  to  remark  the  lan- 
guage held  in  relation  to  the  beings,  for  whose  fate  xvith  us^  so 
profound  and  resentful  a  compassion  is  now  expressed. 

"The  negroes  are  truly  the  Jacobins  of  the  West  India 
Islands — they  are  the  anarchists,  the  terrorists,  the  domestic 
enemy.  Against  them  it  becomes  rival  nations  to  combine, 
and  hostile  governments  to  coalesce.  If  Prussia  and  Austria 
felt  their  existence  to  depend  on  an  union  against  the  revolu- 
tionary arms  in  Europe,  (and  who  does  not  lament  that  their 
coalition  was  not  more  firm  and  enlightened?)  a  closer  alli- 
ance is  imperiously  recommended  to  France,  and  Britain,  and 
Spain,  and  Holland,  against  the  common  enemy  of  civilized  . 
society,  the  destroyer  of  the  European  name  in  the  new  world." 

"  We  have  the  greatest  sympathy  for  the  unmerited  suffer- 
ings of  the  unhappy  negroes ;  we  detest  the  odious  traffic  which 
has  poured  her  myriads  into  the  Antilles  ;  but  we  must  he  per- 
mitted to  feel  some  tenderness  for  our  European  brethren^  al- 
though they  are  white  and  civilized^  and  to  deprecate  that  incon- 
sistent spirit  of  canting  philanthropy^  which  in  Europe  is  only 
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excited  by  the  wrongs  or  miseries  of  the  poor  and  the  profi'igate;  SEC.  Vll. 
and^  on.  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic^  is  never  xuarmed  but  to-  ^-^"^v-^ 
wards  the  savag'e^  the  mulatto^  and  the  slave  I! 

"  Admitting  all  that  has  been  urged  against  the  planters  and 
their  African  providers,  we  are  much  of  the  opinion  which 
Lord  Bacon  has  expressed  in  the  following  sentence : — '  It  is 
the  sinfullist  thing  in  the  world  to  forsake  a  plantation  once 
in  forwardness,*  for,  besides  the  dishonour,  it  is  the  guiltiness 
of  the  blood  of  many  commiserable  persons.'  " 

The  Edinburgh  Review  is  as  much  at  variance  with  itself, 
touching  the  points  of  the  felicity  and  humanity  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, as  in  that  of  her  being  the  dispenser  of  universal  freedom. 
As  far  as  the  acknowledgment  of  overspreading  pauperism 
may  be  considered  as  an  acknowledgment  of  national  wretch- 
edness, we  have  it  in  repeated  instances.  In  the  58th  number, 
this  evil  is  represented  as  "  the  menacing  hydra  who  swells 
so  gigantically  and  stalks  so  largely  over  the  face  of  the  British 
land."  That  this  hydra  had  left  the  land,  or  had  ceased  to 
swell  and  expatiate,  when  the  critic  wrote  the  phrase  "  it 
would  be  madness  not  to  admit  England  to  be  a  very  happy 
country,"  no  one  acquainted  with  the  progress  of  her  affairs 
could  be  bold  enough  to  affirm.  With  respect  to  her  humanity, 
it  is  strangely  emblazoned  in  the  abstracts  and  opinions  M'hich 
the  Edinburgh  Review  has  given,  of  the  resistance  to  the  abo- 
lition of  the  slave  trade ;  of  her  administration  of  Ireland,  and 
India;  of  her  penal  code;  of  the  state  of  her  public  charities, 
her  prisons,  her  hospitals,  and  of  ihe  character  of  the  ministry 
whom  she  suffers  to  remain  in  po  wer.  A  single  passage,  which 
I  take  from  their  volume  for  1817,  may  serve  to  show  how 
the  critics  vindicate,  in  the  detail,  the  reputation  of  superior 
humanity  which  they  assert  in  the  gross,  for  their  country:-— 

"  The  condition  of  pauper  lunatics,  in  public  institutions, 
is  shown  sufficiently,  by  what  has  been  already  said.  At  pri- 
vate mad-houses,  the  management  of  the  poor  was  no  better. 
At  Talbot's,  Bethnal  Green,  where  the  number  was  230,  and 
at  Rhodes's,  Bethnal  Green,  where  275  paupers  were  crowd- 
ed together,  there  is  proof  of  circumstances  that  deserve  se- 
v*ere  censure.  At  Miles,  Worston,  of  486  patients,  300  were 
kept  wholly  without  medical  attention  to  their  mental  disorder. 
77z^  case  is  nearly  the  same  throughout  the  xvhole  of  England; 
and  the  sheriff  of  Edinburghshire  states,  that  "  in  no  instance 
did  he  find  a  pauper  lunatic  treated  with  kindness ;  in  several, 
marked  inhumanity  was  observable." 

In  remarking,  in  reference  to  the  United  States,  that "  it  is 
not  pleasant  to  emigrate  to  a  country  of  changes  and  revolu- 
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PART  I.  tion^''  the  same  critics  add,  to  enforce  their  observation — - 
'-'^^^^''^^  "  then  we  have  a  parliament  of  inestimable  value."  In  con- 
firmation of  this  discovery,  I  will  appeal  to  the  authority  of  a 
late  leader  of  the  party  to  which  they  belong, — a  man  whose 
superlative  judgment,  and  candour  they  have  celebrated  with- 
out bounds. 

Sir  S.  Romillysaid — *"Let  us  recollect  that  we  are  the  parliament  which, 
for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  this  countr}-,  twice  siispended  the  habeas 
corpus  act  in  a  period  of  profound  peace.  '  Let  us  recollect  that  we  are  the 
confiding-  parhament  which  entrusted  his  majesty's  ministers  with  the  au- 
thority emanating  from  that  suspension,  in  expectation  that  when  it  was  no 
longer  wanted,  they  would  call  parliament  together  to  surrender  it  into 
their  hands — which  those  ministers  did  not  do,  although  they  subsequently 
acknowledged  that  the  necessity  for  retaining  that  power  had  long  ceased 
to  exist.  Let  us  recollect  that  we  are  the  same  parliament  which  consented 
to  indemnify  his  majesty's  ministers  for  the  ab\ises  and  violations  of  the  law 
of  which  they  had  been  guilty,  in  the  exercise  of  the  authority  vested  in 
them.  Let  us  recollect  that  we  are  the  same  parliament  which  refused  to 
inquire  into  the  grievances  stated  in  the  numerous  petitions  and  memorials 
with  which  our  table  groaned — that  we  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  the  complaints 
of  the  oppressed — that  we  even  amused  ourselves  with  their  suflTerings, 
Let  us  recollect  that  we  are  the  same  parliament  which  sanctioned  the 
use  of  spies  and  informers  by  the  British  government — debasing  that  gov- 
ernment, once  so  celebrated  for  good  faith  and  honour,  into  a  condition 
lower  in  character  than  that  of  the  ancient  French  police.  Let  us  recollect 
tliat  we  are  the  same  parhament  which  sanctioned  the  issuing  of  a  circular 
letter  to  the  magistracy  of  the  countrj',  by  a  secretary  of  state,  urging  them 
to  hold  persons  to  bail  for  libel  before  an  indictment  was  found.  Let  us 
recollect  that  we  are  the  same  parliament  which  sanctioned  the  sending  out 
of  the  opinion  of  the  king's  attorney-general  and  the  king's  solicitor-general, 
as  the  law  of  the  land.  Let  us  recollect  that  we  are  the  same  parliament 
which  sanctioned  the  shutting  of  the  ports  of  this  once  hospitable  nation  to 
unfortunate  foreigners  flying  from  persecution  in  their  own  country.  This, 
Sir,  is  what  we  have  done;  and  we  are  about  to  crown  all  by  the  present 
most  violent  and  most  unjustifiable  act  (the  alien  act).  Who  our  successors 
may  be  I  know  not ;  but  God  grant  that  this  country  may  never  see  another 
parliament  as  regardless  of  the  liberties  and  riglits  of  the  people,  and  of  the 
principles  of  general  justice,  as  this  parliament  has  been  !" 

As  an  American,  I  may  be  excused,  if,  yielding  to  the  pro- 
vocation of  such  language  as  that  of  the  Edinburgh  Review, 
I  dwell  a  litde  longer,  in  this  place,  upon  the  evidence  of  the 
more  perfect  freedom  and  tender  humanity  of  Great  Britain, 
which  is  to  be  collected  from  other  sources.  It  has  been  the 
uniform  cry  of  the  leading  members  of  the  opposition  in  par- 
liament, as  well  as  of  the  Scottish  journal,  that  the  ministry 
could  at  any  time  find  a  majority  to  enable  them  to  suspend 
the  habeas  corpus  act:  and  the  same  authorities  have  concurred 
in  the  assertions  that  when  the  habeas  corpus  act  was  suspend- 


*  Debate  of  June  15,  1818,  House  of  Commons. 
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eel,  there  was  no  difference  between  the  government  of  Great  SEC.  VII. 
Britain  and  the  rule  of  the  most  despotic  sovereign ;  that  the  v,^-v-^^ 
power  which  a  minister  had  of  committing  to  prison  on  such 
occasions,  was  quite  as  great  and  as  dangerous,  as  that  of  the 
lettres  de  cachet^  so  celebrated  in  the  annals  of  France.  The 
last  British  parliament,  dissolved  in  1818,  suspended  the  ha- 
beas corpus  twice — in  a  time  of  profound  peace  with  foreign 
nations.  Lord  Castlereagh  averring  on  the  second  occasion, 
that  unless  the  measure  were  adopted,  "  a  bloody  and  disas- 
trous catastrophe  was  to  be  expected." 

The  state  of  things  during  the  suspension  will  be  made  suffi- 
ciently known,  by  a  few  quotations  from  the  debates  in  parlia- 
ment on  the  subject,  and  will  show  the  real  value  of  the  boast 
for  England,  that  "  the  greatest  lord  dare  not  lay  a  finger  upon 
the  meanest  peasant." 

Lord  Holland  said  (Feb.  19th,  1818)  "that  forty  British  subjects  had  been, 
during-  the  suspension  of  ISIT",  immured  in  prisons  and  discharged  without 
any  trial." 

Lord  A.  Hamilton  said  (Feb.  10th,  1818)  "  that  g-overnment  had  avowed- 
ly employed  spies  and  informers,*  who,  it  was  g-enerally  admitted,  had,  in 
many  cases,  fomented  the  evil  which  it  was  the  object  to  counteract.  And 
he  begged  now  to  notice  the  lamentable  condition  to  which  suspected  per- 
sons, innocent  or  guilty,  were  thus  reduced  in  this  frank  and  free  country. 
Any  man  was  liable,  on  the  information  of  these  fomenting  instead  of  de- 
tecting spies — out  of  malice  or  to  earn  their  pay — to  be  taken  by  secret 
warrant — to  secret  imprisonment — to  distant  gaol — all  access  denied  him 
*  for  fear  of  tampering' — a  law  officer  to  threaten  or  bribe — some  accom- 
plice to  give  agreeable  evidence — under  such  circumstances,  what  chance  had 
he  of  bare  justice,  much  less  of  successfully  encountering  his  enemies.  Such 
proceedings  were  in  direct  opposition  to  all  that  they  had  been  accustomed 
to  venerate  in  the  British  constitution." 

Mr.  Fazakerley  said  (Feb.  11th,  181-8)  "that  during  the  suspension  of  the 
habeas  corpus,  the  powers  with  which  it  invested  government  were  by  no 
means  sparingly  used.  The  gaols  were  filled  with  suspected  individuals, 
apprehended  probably  on  the  information  of  spies ;  and  many  persons  were  < 
tlius,  in  all  probability,  made  the  victims  of  the  crimes  of  others.  The  va- 
rious  provinces  witnessed  the  novel  sight,  of  state  prisoners,  itinerant  state 
prisoners,  carried  about  from  one  place  to  another.  Not  that  alone — they 
saw  them  loaded  with  irons  and  placed  in  close  confinement." 

Sir  F.  Burdett  observed  (March,  11th  1818)  "that  no  contradiction  had 
been  attempted  of  the  allegation,  that  men  who  had  not  been  found  guilty 
of  any  offence — who  were  merely  accused,  and,  it  was  to  be  presumed, 
wrongfully,  as  they  were  subsequently  discharged, — were  confined  in  soli- 
tary cells,  and  loaded  with  irons.    In  one  instance  two  of  these  unfortunate 


*  The  Earl  of  Westmoreland,  one  of  the  ministry,  observed,  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  5th  March,  1818,  "  that  spies  and  informers  had,  from  the  earii- 
est  periods  of  history,  been  the  objects  of  popular  dislike.  But  he  beUeved 
that  no  government  had  ever  existed  by  which  they  had  not  been  used, 
and  that  hardly  any  conspiracy  or  treason  had  ever  been  detected  and  pu- 
nished without  tlielr  aid." 

Vol.  I.—Hh 
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PART  I.  individuals  were  chained  tog-ether,  compelled  mutually  to  bear  all  the  in- 
v_^i^       ■  firmities  of  human  nature  ;  a  most  inhuman  practice,  and  one  to  which  a  ty- 
rant of  old  is  said  to  have  resorted  as  to  a  refinement  of  cruelty." 

Sir  S.  Roniilly  referred  to  *'  the  petitions  of  the  two  booksellers  at  War- 
rington, who  being  charged  with  no  higher  offence  than  the  publishing  of 
a  libel,  had  had  their  houses  searched,  their  books  and  papers  seized,  and 
had  been  themselves  loaded  with  irons  like  felons,  and  committed  to 
the  house  of  correction,  and  kept  to  hard  labour,  before  any  trial  had  taken 
place." 

"  There  was  another  case  of  the  same  kind,"  he  continued,  "  but  oi 
still  greater  cruelty.  It  was  the  case  of  a  man  of  the  name  of  Swindells, 
whose  house  had  been  broken  open  in  the  dead  of  night,  and  his  books  and 
papers  seized.  His  wife  was  at  the  time  far  advanced  in  her  pregnancy  ; 
the  terror  produced  a  premature  labour,  which  caused  the  death  of  herself 
and  of  the  child ;  and  another  infant,  the  only  remains  of  the  unhappy 
man's  family,  was,  when  he  was  dragged  to  gaol,  conveyed  to  the  puristi 
workhouse,  and  from  thence,  in  a  short  time,  to  tlie  parish  burying  ground 
The  man,  however,  had  been  guilty  of  no  crime.  His  family  was  destroy 
ed — he  was  himself  discharged  from  prison,  impoverished,  ruined,  a  wi- 
dower, and  childless,  because  some  unfounded  charge  had  been  brought 
against  him." 

Lord  Holland  said  (Feb.  2nh,  1818)  "  that  the  noble  duke  who  had  in- 
troduced the  present  bill  (indemnity  bill)  had  treated  the  subject  rather 
lightly,  by  saying,  that  the  government  under  the  suspension  act  '  had 
merely  abstracted  a  few  individuals,  for  a  time,  from  society.'  So  then,  you 
take  men  from  their  family,  friends,  and  employments ;  you  immure  them 
in  dungeons ;  you  doom  them  to  sohtary  confinement  for  months ;  you  expose 
their  persons  to  every  species  of  hardship,  and  their  characters  to  every 
kind  of  suspicion,  and  you  call  this  '  only  abstracting  a  few  individuals  from 
society  for  a  time.'  " 

In  March,  1817,  an  act  was  passed  by  the  Parliament, — 
"  the  seditious  meetings  bill," — declaring  in  the  case  of  an\ 
public  meeting,  the  punishment  of  death  without  benefit  of 
clergy,  for  non-compliance  with  the  order  of  a  simple  magis- 
trate to  disperse.  At  that  period,  there  Avere  no  l^ss  than  two 
hundred  crimes,  besides  murder,  treason,  and  burglary,  legal- 
ly punishable  with  death ;  and  sixty  of  them  had  been  made 
capital  in  the  reign  of  George  III. ;  seventeen  of  these  by  one 
act;  and,  of  the  number,  one  was  for  shooting  a  man;  ano- 
ther the  killing  of  a  rabbit ;  a  third,  trying  to  kill  a  man  in  hi  - 
bed;  and  a  fourth,  cutting  down  heads  of  fish-ponds.  Tothi- 
list  of  capital  ofi'ences  may  be  added  cutting  a  hop-bine,  or  ai 
ornamental  tree  in  gentlemen's  grounds  ;  going  to  a  masque- 
rade with  the  face  blacked,  and  many  others  of  a  similar  cast 
Avhich  are  detailed  in  the  speeches  of  Sir  Samuel  Romilly  and 
Sir  James  Mackintosh,  on  the  British  penal  code. 

By  the  Marriage  Act  five  capital  felonies  are  created  in  one 
line.  From  official  evidence  presented  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, it  appears,  that  nineteen  persons,  and  occasionall} 
twenty-one,  have  been  executed  on  the  same  day  in  London. 
We  have  an  instance,  within  the  three  years  last  past,  of  a 
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woman  of  the  name  of  Mary  Ryan,  who  had  assisted  her  hus- 
band in  an  attempt  to  escape  from  Newgate,  being  brought  to 
the  bar  for  this  oflence,  a  few  hours  after  she  saw  him  carried 
to  execution  ;  and  tried  and  condemned  with  her  infant  at  her 
breast,  notwithstanding,  as  Sir  James  Mackintosh  stated  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  that  she  was,  from  the  delirium  of 
her  gi'ief,  as  incapable  of  proceeding  on  her  defence,  or  of  ex- 
tenuating her  act,  as  if  she  were  in  a  state  of  confirmed  insa- 
nity. Mr.  Scarlett,  a  distinguished  barrister,  and  member  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  asserted,  in  his  place,  without  contra- 
diction, (on  the  2d  March,  1819,)  that  if  there  was  any  coun- 
try more  disgraced  by  sanguinary  enactments  than  another,  it 
was  England.  To  illustrate  further  the  recklessness  of  the 
legislature  in  such  enactments,  and  the  nature  of  the  admoni- 
tion to  which  it  has  remained  insensible,  I  will  extract  from 
the  parliamentary  history,  part  of  a  speech  delivered  in  the 
House  of  Commons  by  a  member  of  high  standing,  the  13th 
of  May,  177/,  on  the  occasion  of  a  bill  for  the  better  securing 
dock  yards,  &c.  by  the  punishment  of  death. 

Sir  William  IVIeredith  said, 

"  Had  it  been  fairly  stated,  and  specifically  pointed  out,  what 
the  mischief  of  coining  silver  in  the  utmost  extent  is,  the  hang- 
ing bill  on  that  subject  might  not  have  been  so  readily  adopt- 
ed ;  under  the  name  of  treason  it  found  an  easy  passage.  I 
indeed,  have  always  understood  treason  to  be  nothing  less  than 
some  act  or  conspiracy  against  the  life  or  honour  of  the  king, 
and  the  safety  of  the  state  ;  but  what  the  king  or  state  can  suf- 
fer by  my  taking  now  and  then  a  bad  sixpence,  or  a  bad  shil- 
ling, I  cannot  imagine.  By  this  nickname  of  treason,  how- 
ever, there  lies  at  this  moment  in  Newgate,  under  sentence  to 
he  burnt  alive ^  a  girl  just  turned  of  fourteen;  at  her  master's 
bidding  she  hid  some  whitewashed  farthings  behind  her  stays, 
on  which  the  jury  found  her  guilty  as  an  accomplice  with  her 
master  in  the  treason.  The  master  was  hanged  last  Wednes- 
day ;  and  the  faggots  all  lay  ready  for  her ;  no  reprieve  came 
till  just  as  the  cart  was  setting  out,  and  the  girl  would  h^ve 
been  burnt  alive  on  the  same  day,  had  it  not  been  for  the  hu- 
mane but  casual  interference  of  Lord  Weymouth.  Good  God! 
Sir,  are  we  taught  to  execrate  the  fires  of  Smithfield,  while  we 
are  lighting  them  now  to  bum  a  poor  harmless  child  for  hid- 
ing a  whitewashed  farthing  !  And  yet  this  barbarous  sentence, 
which  ought  to  make  men  shudder  at  the  thought  of  shedding 
blood  for  such  trivial  causes,  is  brought  as  a  reason  for  more 
hanging  and  burning." 
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I.  "  When  a  member  of  Parliament  brings  in  a  new  hanging 
law,  he  begins  with  mentioning  some  injury  that  maybe  done 
to  private  property,  for  which  a  man  is  not  yet  liable  to  be 
hanged,  and  then  proposes  the  gallows  as  the  specific,  infalli- 
ble means  of  cure  and  prevention  ;  but  the  bill  in  its  progress 
often  makes  crimes  capital,  that  scarce  deserve  whipping. 
For  instance,  the  shop-lifting  act  was  to  prevent  bankers'  and 
silversmiths',  and  other  shops,  where  there  are  commonly 
goods  of  great  value,  from  being  robbed ;  but  it  goes  so  far, 
as  to  make  it  death  to  lift  any  thing  off  a  counter  with  an  in- 
tent to  steal.  Under  this  act,  one  Marj'  Jones  was  executed, 
whose  case  I  shall  just  mention  :  it  was  at  the  time  when  press 
warrants  were  issued  on  the  alarm  about  Falkland's  islands. 
The  woman's  husband  was  pressed ;  their  goods  seized  for 
some  debts  of  his,  and  she,  with  two  small  children,  turned 
into  the  streets  a-begging.  It  is  a  circumstance  not  to  be  for- 
gotten, that  she  was  very  young,  (under  nineteen)  and  most 
remarkably  handsome.  She  went  to  a  linen-draper's  shop, 
took  some  coarse  linen  off  the  counter,  and  slipped  it  under 
her  cloak  ;  the  shopman  saw  her,  and  she  laid  it  down  :  for 
this  she  was  handed/  Her  defence  was,  (I  have  the  trial  in 
my  pocket)  '  That  she  had  lived  in  credit,  and  wanted  for  no- 
thing, till  a  press-gang  came  and  stole  her  husband  from  her ; 
but  since  then,  she  had  no  bed  to  lie  on  ;  nothing  to  give  her 
children  to  eat ;  and  they  were  almost  naked ;  and  perhaps 
she  might  have  done  something  wrong,  for  she  hardly  knew 
what  she  did.'  The  parish  officers  testified  to  the  truth  of  this 
story ;  but  it  seems,  there  had  been  a  good  deal  of  shop-lifting 
about  Ludgate  ;  an  example  was  thought  necessary,  and  this 
woman  was  hanged  for  the  comfort  and  satisfaction  of  some 
shop-keepers  in  Ludgate-street.  When  brought  to  receive 
sentence,  she  behaved  in  such  a  frantic  manner,  as  proved 
her  mind  to  be  in  a  distracted  and  desponding  state ;  and 
the  child  was  sucking  at  her  breast  when  she  set  out  for 
Tyburn!'' 

"  But  for  what  cause  was  God's  creation  robbed  of  this  its 
noblest  work  ?  It  was  for  no  injury ;  but  for  a  mere  attempt 
to  clothe  two  naked  children  by  unlawful  means.  Compare 
this,  with  what  the  state  did,  and  with  what  the  law  did. 
The  state  bereaved  the  woman  of  her  husband,  and  the  chil- 
dren of  a  father,  who  was  all  their  support ;  the  law  deprived 
the  woman  of  her  life,  and  the  children  of  their  remaining 
parent,  exposing  them  to  every  danger,  insult,  and  merciless 
treatment,  that  destitute  and  helpless  orphans  suflPer.  Take 
all  the  circumstances  together,  I  do  not  believe  that  a  fouler 
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viurder  was  ever  committed  against  law,  than  the  murder  of  SEC.  Vir. 
this  woman  by  law.  Some  who  hear  me,  are  perhaps  blam-  v.^-v-^ 
ing  the  judges,  the  jury,  and  the  hangman;  but  neither  the 
judge,  jury  nor  hangman  are  to  blame;  they  are  but  ministe- 
rial agents;  the  true  hangman  is  the  member  of  parliament; 
he  who  frames  the  bloody  law  is  answerable  for  all  the  blood 
that  is  shed  under  it.  I  cannot  find  in  history  any  example  of 
such  laws  as  ours,  except  a  code  that  was  framed  at  Athens  by 
Draco." 

Not  merely  the  act  of  killing,  but  the  mere  attempt  to  kill 
game  at  night,  in  an  enclosed  place,  is  felony  subject  to  trans- 
portation for  seven  years,  under  the  monstrous  system  oigame 
laws.  In  1816,  according  to  official  returns  made  to  Parliament, 
twelve  hundred  persons  were  immured  in  various  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  for  offences  against  those  laws,  to  the  utter  ruin  and 
overwhelming  distress  of  many  hundreds  of  poor  families. 
llie  preservation  of  game  for  the  tables  of  the  rich,  is  the 
equivalent  for  this  mass  of  human  misery,  which,  at  the  same 
time,  confessedly  leads  to  a  depravation  of  morals  among  the 
lower  orders,  considerably  greater  in  the  proportion. 

One  of  the  most  respectable  British  Journals,  Bell's  Weekly 
Messenger,  June  22d,  1818,  holds  this  language  : 

"  We  have  often  had  occasion  to  say,  and  we  shall  repeat 
it,  that  in  no  country  in  the  world  is  the  revenue  so  niercilessly 
collected  and  enforced  as  in  England.  In  no  country  in  the 
world  is  less  conceded  to  private  distress."  The  critics  of 
Edinburgh  can  hardly  claim  for  Scotland  an  exemption  from 
this  last  reproach,  if  we  are  to  credit  the  details  given  in  the 
following  extract  from  the  "  Proceedings  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons" for  the  30th  April,  1818. 

"  Mr.  Findlay  rose  to  move  for  a  return  of  the  number  of 
prisoners  confined  for  small  debts  in  the  several  prisons  of 
Scotland.  The  House,  he  was  persuaded,  could  hardly  ima- 
ging the  degree  of  misery  which  the  prisoners  alluded  to  were 
condemned  to  suffer,  and  when  the  numbers  who  thus  suffered 
were  taken  into  account,  combined  with  the  insignificant  debts 
for  which  they  suffered,  its  astonishment  must  be  excited, 
while  its  feelings  must  be  severely  afflicted.  In  the  prisons 
of  Glasgow  alone,  there  were  last  year  no  less  than  ninety- 
three  persons  confined  for  sums  under  one  pound,  and  it  was 
to  be  recollected  that  not  one  of  those  was  likely  to  come  out 
of  prison,  without  having  his  morals  polluted  by  the  persons 
he  was  obliged  to  associate  with,  while  in  prison.  The  whole 
number  of  prisoners  thus  confined  in  all  the  Scottish  prisons, 
amounted,  he  had  reason  to  believe,  to  several  hundreds,  while 
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PART  I.  he  apprehended  that  those  confined  for  sums  under  |g5, 
^■^'"^'^^^  amounted  to  some  thousands.  He  had  also  to  observe  that 
none  of  these  poor  prisoners  were  entitled  to  any  prison  allow- 
ance or  succour,  until  ten  days  after  their  committal,  while  the 
receipt  of  each  afterwards  was  only  4d.  per  day.  Yet  the 
creditor  could  not  commit  one  of  these  prisoners,  without  ex« 
pending  ten  shillings,  nor  could  the  debtor  be  released  without 
paying  six  shillings." 

Some  more  extracts  from  the  parliamentary  debates  of  the 
two  last  years,  will  restore  the  balance  between  England  and  our 
southern  states,  according  to  the  mode  of  account  opened  by 
the  Edinburgh  Review,  in  the  article  on  Fearon's  Travels. 

Lord  R.  Seymour  observed  (June  17th,  1817)  "  that  gentlemen  not  con- 
versant with  parish  workhouses,  were  not  aware  how  harshly  the  pauper 
lunatics  were  treated  in  them.  To  prevent  their  escape,  they  were  consigned 
to  the  constant  wear  of  the  strait  waistcoat,  and  this  being,  of  all  instruments 
of  personal  restraint,  the  most  heating  and  irritating,  the  poor  lunatic  in  it 
becomes  clamorous  and  noisy ;  when  to  prevent  his  annoying  his  neighbour 
by  his  noise,  the  lancet  was  applied  to  him,  by  which  he  was  not  unfrequently 
reduced  to  a  state  of  exhaustion." 

Mr.  Bennst  presented  (Feb.  1st,  1819)  "a  petition  from  Dr.  Halloran, now 
under  sentence  of  transportation  for  seven  years,  for  forging  a  fi'ank  to  a 
letter,  complaining  of  the  hardships  and  cruelties  to  which  he  was  exposed. 
This  case,"  the  honourable  member  observed,  "had  excited  a  good  deal  of 
interest,  and  very  naturally,  from  the  disproportion  between  the  offence  and 
the  penalty,  and  in  reply,  it  was  said  that  Dr.  Halloran's  character  was  very 
questionable,  and  that  he  was  no  clergyman,  &c.  If  the  individual  had 
assumed  a  character  to  which  he  was  not  entitled,  why  was  he  not  prosecuted 
accordingly  ?  but  as  the  case  now  stood,  it  would  appear  as  if  the  man  were 
tried  for  one  thing,  and  punished  on  account  of  another.  After  mentioning 
the  severe  treatment  to  which  Dr.  H.  had  been  exposed  before  trial,  in  be- 
ing confined  among  tlie  most  horrible  characters,  the  honourable  member 
proceeded  to  give  an  account  of  the  convict  vessel  in  which  this  individual 
was  now  confined;  a  statement,  which  he  begged  the  House  to  understand, 
he  made  from  his  own  personal  observation.  Dr.  H.  was  conveyed  to  the 
hulks  in  an  open  boat,  when  extremely  ill,  and  left  in  what  was  called  a 
cabin,  but  what  he  (Mr.  B.)  should  term  a  hole  or  dungeon,  for  nineteen 
hours,  witlioutany  one  going  to  him,  saying  nothing  of  the  absence  of  medical 
aid ;  he  was  placed  in  a  hole  or  dungeon  with  twenty  otlier  convicts — the 
division  being  twelve  feet  square.  In  this  hole  or  dujigeon  were  cribs  six 
and  a  half  feet  long  and  five  and  a  half  feet  broad ;  and  into  one  of  these 
cribs  six  human  beings  were  stowed.  Here  they  passed  the  night  without 
the  opportunity  of  turning. 

The  honourable  member  added,  that  when  he  examined  this  vessel,  he 
was  compelled  to  have  the  aid  of  a  candle  ;  and  he  not  only  found  the  cabins 
limited  and  confined,  as  already  described,  but  they  were  dirty  and  loath- 
some in  the  extreme.  Such  a  sight  was  abominable  to  a  country  calling 
itself  Christian,  and  particularly  so  to  a  government  that  was  peculiarly 
Christian.  The  description  of  the  inside  of  a  black  slave  ship  had  recently 
excited  a  good  deal  of  interest,  not  only  in  England,  but  throughout  Europe. 
But  what  would  the  house  say  when  they  learned  that  the  inside  of  this 
i-Mte  slave  ship  was  worse  than  that  of  a  black  slave  ship.  According  to  the 
section  of  the  latter  vessel,  the  blacks  had  one  foot  six  inches  breadth  of 
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reposing  room ;  but  the  white  slave  ship  only  oifered  one  foot  one  inch.  He  SEC.  VH. 
described  what  he  had  seen— he  pledged  himself  for  the  truth  of  what  he  v^-v^<^ 

stated." 

Mr.  B.  Bathurst  (one  of  the  ministry)  "did  not  mean  to  deny,  that  there 
miglit  be  merit  due  to  the  honourable  member  for  his  active  and  personal 
interference.  Respecting  the  conditions  of  the  vessels,  those  who  were 
condemned  to  them  must  expect  many  privations  and  hardships,  and  the 
}>hips  luere  such  as  had  long  been  used.  The  arguments  were  therefore  against 
the  system,  not  against  the  particular  case.  The  convict  ships  were  now 
fitted  up  in  the  way  in  xvhich  they  always  had  been." 

Mr.  Bennet  said  (April  3d,  1819)  "  the  House  was  aware  that  Ilchester  re- 
turned two  members  to  parliament ;  it  was  a  patronised  place ;  or,  in  other 
words,  if  he  might  be  permitted  to  use  them,  it  was  the  property  of  a  par- 
ticular family.  It  appeared  from  the  petition  which  he  held  in  his  hands, 
that  the  proprietor  thought  a  small  number  of  constituents  more  advantageous ; 
and,  to  accomplish  this  object,  he  had  pulled  down  a  number  of  houses,  by 
which  about  one  hundred  families  had  been  driven  from  their  homes,  and 
were  received  into  a  sort  of  temporary  poor-house,  where  they  were  shel- 
tered for  a  time,  yet  only  eighteen  or  twenty  of  tliem  had  been  paupers, 
the  rest  maintaining  themselves  by  honest  industry.  Notice  was  however 
^iven,  in  consequence  of  prevailing  political  dissensions,  that  these  unhappy 
families  would  be  deprived  of  even  that  shelter ;  the  parish  resisted,  and  an 
ejectment  being  brought,  they  were  finally  turned  out ;  thus  one  hundred 
and  sixty-three  men,  women,  and  children,  from  extreme  infancy  to  extreme 
age,  had  been  driven  into  the  open  streets  in  the  most  inclement  season  of 
the  year;  some  had  screened  themselves  from  the  cold,  with  straw  and 
hurdles ;  some  had  taken  refuge  in  open  stalls  or  in  the  neighbouring  fields ; 
and  a  considerable  number  of  old  and  young  of  both  sexes,  decrepit  old 
people  with  helpless  infants  and  women  in  the  last  stage  of  pregnancy,  had 
been  huddled  together  in  the  Town  Hall  without  distinction.  The  unroofing 
of  houses  had  been  heard  of  as  an  expedient  of  exclusion ;  but  it  remained 
for  the  agents  of  the  proprietor  of  this  borough,  to  drive  a  man,  his  wife, 
and  five  children  from  their  dwelling,  by  filhng  the  upper  floors  with  dung 
and  filth,  which  oozed  and  dripped  through  the  ceiUngs." 

7,  Few  of  the  persons  who  may  have  followed  me  thus 
far  in  this  section,  will,  I  apprehend,  any  longer  doubt  that 
"  the  vice  of  impertinence"  has  "  crept"  into  the  councils  of 
the  Edinburgh  Review,  as  well  as  into  the  British  cabinet; 
that  it  has  actually  "  shared  in  the  odious,  miserable,  vulgar 
spirit  of  abuse"  which  it  alleges  the  opposite  political  sect  to 
be  "fond  of  displaying  against  America;"  that  it  has  never 
even  appeared  to  undertake  her  defence,  but  from  party  feel- 
ings and  views ;  and  that  by  perpetually  contradicting  itself 
when  treating  of  her  concerns  or  those  of  England,  it  has 
forfeited  all  claim  to  authority  on  either  side  of  the  question. 
Its  readers  may  still  recollect  how  severely  Cobbett  was  han- 
dled, in  the  20th  number,  for  the  "  versatility  of  his  succes- 
sive doctrines;"  and  they  will  readily  apply  the  following 
paragraphs,  with  which  it  concluded  its  collation  of  those 
doctrines. 
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PART  I.  "  Now,  what  is  it  that  we  infer  from  this  strange  alterna- 
^«^"v-^^  lion  of  praise  and  blame  in  the  pages  of  Mr.  Cobbett  ?  Why, 
that  nobody  should  care  much  for  either ;  that  they  are  be- 
stowed from  passion  or  party  prejudice,  and  not  from  an) 
sound  principles  of  judgment;  and  that  it  must  be  the  most 
foolish  of  all  things,  to  take  our  impressions  from  a  man  whose 
own  opinions  have  not  only  varied,  but  been  absolutely  reversed, 
within  these  four  years." 

"  By  the  uncharitable,  such  a  man  will  always  be  regarded 
as  a  professional  bully,  without  principle  or  sincerity — whose 
services  may  be  bought  by  any  one  who  will  pay  their  price 
to  his  avarice  or  other  passions; — and  the  most  liberal  must 
consider  him  as  a  person  without  any  steadiness  or  depth  of 
judgment; — accustomed  to  be  led  away  by  hasty  views  and 
occasional  impressions ; — entitled  to  no  weight  or  authority,  in 
questions  of  delicacy  or  importance ; — and  likely  to  be  found  in 
arms  against  his  old  associates,  on  every  material  change  in  hi? 
own  condition,  or  that  of  the  country." 
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SECTION  VIII. 

THE  SAME  SUBJECT  CONTINUED. 

1 .  The  Quarterly  Review  is  an  avowed,  implacable  enemy,  SEC.  VIII 
and  somewhat  more  important  to  us  in  its  hostilities,  than  the  v^^v^w 
Edinburgh,  on  account  of  its  intimate  connexion  with  the  Bri- 
tish government.  It  has  constantly  argued  upon  the  general 
question  of  American  concerns,  by  a  reference  to  the  single 
class  of  exceptions,  and  taken  as  the  ground  of  universal  re- 
probation, those  partial  irregularities  in  morals  and  manners, 
which  are  to  be  found  in  every  country,  and  which,  if  they 
were  sufficient  to  warrant  the  charge  of  barbarism  or  depra- 
vation against  a  whole  nation,  would  be  equally  competent  to 
prove  that  there  is  no  civilization  nor  virtue  left  on  earth. 

Mr.  Burke  said,  in  his  speech  on  the  Conciliation  with  Ame* 
rica — "  I  do  not  know  the  method  of  drawing  up  an  indict- 
ment against  a  whole  people.  I  cannot  insult  and  ridicule 
the  feelings  of  millions  of  my  fellow  creatures.  I  am  not 
ripe  to  pass  sentence  on  the  gravest  public  bodies  entrusted 
with  magistracies  of  great  authority  and  dignity,  and  charged 
with  the  safety  of  their  fellow-citizens,  upon  the  same  title 
as  a  member  of  the  British  parliament."  What  this  elevated 
and  enlightened  personage  thus  declared  himself  incompetent 
to  perform,  is  the  frequent  and  favourite  achievement  of  a 
junto  of  poets  and  politicians  in  London,  who  profess  to  be 
of  the  number  of  his  most  faithful  disciples  and  enthusiastic 
admirers.  What  he  pronounced  to  be  "  for  wise  men,  not 
judicious ;  for  sober  men,  not  decent ;  for  minds  tinctured 
with  humanity,  not  mild  and  merciful they  can  practise 
without  shame,  even  with  ostentation,  towards  the  same  coun- 
try, the  vilification  of  which  occasioned  his  remarks. 

Opinions  utterly  repugnant  to  each  other;  the  most  intem- 
perate and  incautious  sallies  of  hate  and  jealousy ;  allegations 
so  exorbitant  as  at  once  to  manifest  and  defeat  the  purpose  of 
the  writers,  characterize  the  articles  of  the  Quarterly  Review 
which  relate  to  the  United  States.  At  the  same  time,  nothing 
IS  to  be  found  in  them  of  the  judgment,  humour,  knowledge, 
and  elocution,  which  recommend  other  parts  of  the  Journal. 
Vol.  I.— I  i 
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The  Edinburgh  Review  is  jocose  at  our  expense  through 
pertness  and  arrogance  ;  the  Quarterly  from  national  fears 
and  monarchical  antipathy  ;  and  the  leer  of  the  one  is,  accord- 
ingly, only  smirking,  while  that  of  the  other  is  Sardonic. 

It  was  utterly  unworthy  of  men  of  high  rank  in  the  world 
of  literature  and  criticism;  of  political  teachers  of  the  loftiest 
pretensions ;  of  wits  claiming  to  be  the  successors  of  the  Swifts 
and  Arbuthnots;  to  appear  speculating,  and  deciding,  and  jest- 
ing upon  a  great  country,  like  America,  with  such  manuals  as 
the  travels  of  Ashe,  Janson,  Parkinson,  Fearon,  illiterate  and 
interested  slanderers,  for  whom  they  could  not  conceal  their 
own  hearty  contempt,  and  whose  publications,  on  any  other 
subject,  they  would  have  cast  from  them  in  disdainful  silence. 

If  it  had  become  necessary,  for  state  purposes,  such  as  the 
prevention  of  emigration,  the  weakening  of  a  contrast  unfa- 
vourable to  the  British  order  of  things,  and  the  counteraction^ 
of  a  dangerous  influence  with  the  nations  of  the  continent,— or 
for  the  gratification  of  a  prurient  wit,  a  restless  arrogance,  or 
private  political  pique, — that  the  United  States  should  be  re- 
viled and  derided,  self-respect  and  sound  policy  exacted  an 
exertion  of  patience  to  await,  or  of  ingenuity  to  contrive,  some 
other  occasion  than  those  afforded  by  reports,  the  whole  cast 
and  tone  of  which,  betrayed  to  the  world,  the  insufficiency  and 
venality  of  the  authors.  The  British  reviewers  would  have 
consulted  their  own  dignity,  and  the  important  object  of  plau- 
sibility in  their  expositions  of  our  character  and  condition 
more,  had  they  resorted  altogether  for  texts  even  to  the  news- 
papers written  among  us  by  "  the  expatriated  Irishmen  and 
Scotchmen,"  of  whom  the  Edinburgh  Journal  speaks,  rather 
than  to  books  coarsely  manufactured  in  London,  out  of  the 
meanest  and  flimsiest  materials  brought  thither  by  disappoint- 
ed or  stipendiary  Englishmen,  whose  pursuits  and  views  made 
it  impossible  for  any  reflecting  person  to  believe,  that  they  had 
possessed  either  the  opportunity,  capacity,  or  inclination  to 
represent  the  Americans  justly  and  fairly.  Other  oracles  be- 
sides these  ;  or  a  course  of  original,  and  well-adjusted  de- 
traction, by  argument,  assertion,  and  ridicule,  were  wanting 
to  enable  critics,  of  whatever  general  authorit^^  in  their  vo- 
cation, to  sophisticate  the  feelings  and  bewilder  the  reason 
of  mankind  in  relation  to  the  United  States.  I  question 
whether  a  single  auxiliary  has  been  raised  on  the  continent 
of  Europe,  for  the  crusade  against  the  American  name,  by 
the  passages  which  I  am  about  to  quote  from  the  Quarterly 
Review,  as  samples  of  its  liberality  and  veracity. 
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"  An  American's  first  play-thing  is  a  rattle  snake's  tail — SEC.VIII. 
he  cuts  down  a  tree  on  which  the  wild  pigeons  have  built  w^^'^w 
their  nests,  and  picks  up  a  horse  load  of  young  birds." 

"  Intoxication  with  the  Americans  is  not  social  hilarity 
betrayed  into  excess  ;  it  is  too  rapid  a  process  for  that  inter- 
val oi  generous  feeling  -which  tempts  the  European  on.  Their 
pleasure  is  first  in  the  fiery  stimulus  itself,  not  in  its  effect— 
not  in  drunkenness,  but  in  getting  drunk." 

Hence  the  ferocity  with  which  the  Americans  decide 
their  quarrels  :  their  rough  and  tumbling :  their  biting  and 
lacerating  each  other,  and  their  gouging^  a  diabolical  prac- 
tice which  has  never  disgraced  Europe,  and  for  which  no 
other  people  have  ever  had  a  name."=^ 

"  Living  in  a  semi-savage  state,  the  greater  part  of  the 
Americans  are  so  accustomed  to  dispense  with  the  comforts 
.of  life  which  they  cannot  obtain,  that  they  have  learned  to 
neglect  even  those  decencies  which  are  within  their  reach." 

"  They  have  overrun  an  immense  country,  not  settled  it. 
In  this  as  in  every  thing  else,  the  system  of  things  is  forced 
beyond  the  age  of  the  colonies^ 

"  The  manners  are  boorish,  or,  rather,  brutal. In  Ame- 
rica nothing  seems  to  be  respected  ;  there  the  government  is 
better  than  the  people.  The  want  of  decorum  among  the 
Americans  is  not  imputable  to  their  republican  government ; 
for  it  has  not  been  found  in  other  republics  ;  it  has  proceed- 
ed from  the  effects  of  the  revolutionary  war,  from  their  pre- 
mature independence^  and  from  that  passion  for  gambling 
which  infects  all  orders  of  men^  cleigy  as  well  as  laity^  and 
the  legislators  as  well  as  the  people."* 

"  The  state  of  law  in  America  is  as  deplorable  as  that  of 
religion,  and  far  from  extraordinary."! 

"  Two  millions  of  slaves  are  now  smarting  under  the  lash 
in  the  American  states :  more  than  three  millio?is  have  been 
imported  and  sold  in  those  pure  regions  since  the  defeat  of 
Cornwallis."! 


*  No.  4. — Article  on  Holmes's  Annals.    See  Note  R. 
f  No.  6. — Article  on  Northmore's  Washington. 

i:  This  allegation  was  made  in  1809,  only  28  years  from  the  period  of  the 
defeat  of  Cornwallis :  so  that  on  an  average  more  than  100,000  must  have 
been  annually  imported !  By  the  census  of  the  population  of  the  United 
States  for  1810,  the  whole  number  of  slaves  was  then  only  1,191,364. 
Therefore,  at  least  two  millions  must  have  perished  among  us  since  1781 
It  is  wonderful  that  the  African  Institution  of  London  has  not  yet  availed 
itself  of  this  portentous  fact,  vouched  by  the  Quarterly  Review. 
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"  Every  free  woman  is  a  voter  in  America.*'* 
'     "  The  judges  are  not  independent  ;  but  are  subservient  to 
the  government,  and  creatures  of  the  President  and  Senate."! 

"  No  such  character  as  a  respectable  country  gentleman  is 
known  in  America.":]: 

"  For  the  practitioners  of  law,  physic,  and  surgery,  no 
preparatory  course  of  study,  no  testimonial  of  competency, 
no  kind  of  examination,  no  particular  qualifications,  no 
diploma,  no  license  are  required. "§ 

"  Franklin  in  grinding  his  electrical  machine  and  flying 
his  kite,  did  certainly  elicit  some  useful  discoveries  in  a 
branch  of  science  that  had  not  much  engaged  the  attention 
of  the  philosophers  of  Europe.  But  the  foundation  of  Frank- 
lin's knowledge  was  laid,  not  in  America,  but  in  London. 
Besides,  half  of  w^hat  he  wrote  was  stolen  from  others,  and 
the  greater  part  of  the  other  not  worth  preserving.  It  would 
be  rating  his  moral  writings  very  high  to  estimate  them  at  the 
same  value  to  the  community  as  his  eleemosynary  legacy."|| 

"  The  supreme  felicity  of  a  true  born  American  is  inac- 
tion of  body  and  inanity  of  mind."^ 

"  Strange  as  it  may  appear,  the  south-western  part  of  the 
New  World  has  already  begun  to  consider  the  north-eastern 
as  having  passed  the  meridian  of  life^  and  accordingly  given 
it  the  name  of  old  America."*^^ 

"  The  founders  of  American  society  brought  to  the  compo- 
sition of  their  nation  no  rudiments  of  liberal  science." 

"  America  is  all  a  parody — a  mimicry  of  her  parents  ;  it 
is,  however,  the  mimicry  of  a  child,  tetchy  and  wayward  in 
its  infancy,  abandoned  to  bad  nurses,  and  educated  in  low 
habits." 

In  the  4th  number  we  were  told — there  has  been  little 
mixture  of  nations  in  America,  not  more  than  in  England  ;" 
but  in  the  20th  number,  we  find  the  reviewer  talking  of 
America  as  a  nation  derived  from  so  many  fathers,"  and 
expiiiining  "  why  the  thoughtless,  dissolute,  and  turbulent 
of  all  nations  should  i7i  commingling^  so  neutralize  one  ano- 
ther in  America,  that  the  result  is  a  people  -without  -wit  or 
fancyP 

At  times,  this  journal  has  gone  into  a  train  of  elaborate 
reasoning  to  prove  the  opposition  of  interests  between  "  Old 
-worn  out^''  and  "  New  America,"  and  the  certitude  of  their 
speedy  severance.    From  the  same  motive — political  jea- 


*  No  20.  Ibid.  II  Ibid.  ♦*  Ibid, 

■fc  Xbid,  §  Ibid.  1  No.  38. 
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lousy  and  alarm — which  it  has  never  been  able  to  conceal,  it  SEC.  vm. 
has  dealt  in  menacing  cautions,  of  which  the  following  will  ^^"^^^^^ 
serve  as  an  amusing  specimen,  and  disclose  the  kind  of  com- 
fort which  is  sought  among  the  ministerial  literati  of  Lon- 
don, for  the  increase  of  our  power. 

"  It  is  not  in  Europe  only  that  the  prosperity  of  Russia  is 
likely  to  be  advantageous  to  the  British  monarchy.  There 
is  a  nation  without  the  limits  of  Europe,  to  whom,  for  the 
sake  of  our  kindred  race  and  common  language,  we  would 
gladlv  wish  prosperity^,  but  whose  hope  of  elevation  is  built 
on  our  expected  fall ;  and  who,  even  now,  do  not  affect  to 
conceal  the  bitterness  of  their  hatred  towards  the  land  of  their 
progenitors.  Already  we  hear  the  Americans  boasting  that 
the  whole  continent  must  be  their  own ;  that  the  Atlantic  and 
Pacific  are,  alike  to  wash  their  empire,  and  that  it  depends 
on  their  charity  what  share  in  either  ocean  they  may  allow 
to  our  vessels.  They  unroll  their  map  and  point  out  the  dis- 
tance— between  Niagara  and  the  Columbia.  Let  them  look 
to  this  last  point  well.  They  will  find  in  that  neighbour- 
hood a  different  race  from  the  unfortunate  Indians,  ivhom  it 
is  the  system  of  their  government  to  treat  -with  uniform  harsh- 
ness ! !  They  will  find  certain  bearded  men  with  green  jackets 
and  bayonets,  whose  flag  is  already  triumphant  over  the  coast 
from  California  to  the  straits  of  Anian,  who  have  the  faculty 
wherever  they  advance,  of  conciliating  and  even  civilizing 
the  native  tribes  to  a  degree  which  no  other  nation  has  at- 
tempted, and  whose  frontier  is  more  likely  to  meet  theirs  in 
Louisiana,  than  theirs  is  to  extend  to  the  Pacific.  These  are 
not  very  distant  expectations,  and  they  are  not  unfavourable  to 
England:'  (April,  1818.) 

2.  Our  backwardness  in  the  production  of  good  books, 
has  not  been  quite  so  favourite  and  frequent  a  topic  with 
the  Quarterly  Review,  as  the  other  assailable  points  more 
in  the  line  of  the  political  object.  In  the  midst  of  the 
first  general  denunciation  of  this  country,^  we  find  it  ad- 
mitted that  "  it  is  no  great  reproach  to  the  Americans 
if  they  have  not  yet  done  more  in  literature  ;  and  that 
more  ought  not  to  be  expected  from  their  circumstances  and 
population."  Nevertheless  the  same  writers  have  not  failed 
to  ring  all  the  changes  upon  the  works  of  Dwight,  Barlow, 
and  Mr.  Chief  Justice  Marshall."  The  course  pursued 
with  three  of  the   American  publications, — Inchiquins's 


*  Review  of  Holmes's  Annals. — No.  4. 
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View  of  the  United  States,  the  Travels  of  Lewis  and  Clarke, 
and  Colden's  Life  of  Fulton,  to  which  they  afterwards  ex- 
tended their  notice,  is  marked  by  traits  as  discreditable  and 
disgusting,  as  individuate  any  case  in  the  annals  of  British 
criticism. 

The  "  View  of  the  L^nited  States"  was  a  mere  vindica- 
tion of  the  native  countrv  of  the  author  from  the  aspersions 
cast  ivpon  h  abroad  ;  it  simply  represented  the  main  features 
of  our  character  and  condition^  pourtrayed  with  an  impartial 
hand  some  of  our  most  conspicuous  statesmen;  and  asserted 
the  merits  of  two  of  the  American  works,  which  had  been 
traduced  in  England.  It  attempted  no  reprisals  upon  the 
English  aggressors  ;  used  no  harsh  language  ;  decried  no 
European  nation.  It  did  not  even  run  into  an  indiscriminate 
panegyric  of  the  United  States,  though  it  professed  to  be  a 

favourable  view  of  them,"  which  might  be  considered  as 
at  least  pardonable,  after  so  much  had  been  written  in  Eu- 
rope on  the  opposite  side.  Its  general  complexion  argued 
liberal  studies,  and  it  was  recommended  by  a  diction,  liable 
indeed  to  some  exceptions,  but,  on  the  whole,  classical,  ele- 
gant, and  vigorous.  In  short,  there  was  enough  about  it  to 
soften  the  national  prejudices,  and  even  to  win  the  praise,  of 
a  European  critic  of  ordinary  liberality.  The  Quarterly 
Review,  however,  assailed  this,  in  itself  inoffensive  and 
commendable  performance,  with  the  utmost  asperity ;  it  re- 
viled the  author  personally ;  misrepresented  his  opinions  and 
misquoted  his  language  ;  and  took  occasion  to  rake  in  all  the 
lampoons  and  gazettes  already  noticed,  for  materials,  out  of 
which  it  framed  what  it  called  "  a  correct  portrait  of  the 
people  of  the  L^nited  States,"  but  what  no  perspicacious  and 
generous  mind  can  see  in  any  other  light  than  as  a  malignant 
libel,  and  hideous  caricature. 

The  "  Historvof  Lewis  and  Clarke's  Expedition"  had  not 
merely  nothing  in  it,  to  give  umbrage,  or  to  rouse  national 
antipathies,  but  seemed  to  prefer  irresistible  claims  upon  the 
favour  of  all  the  friends  of  knowledge,  and  to  leave  scope 
only  for  the  most  generous  sympathies.  The  book  is  a  sim- 
ple, clear  narrative,  without  reference  to  any  invidious  topics  ; 
and  the  expedition  itself  was  alike  unexceptionable  in  the 
design,  conduct,  and  results,  all  of  which,  indeed,  bear  a 
salient  character  of  excellence  and  dignit}'.  It  stifled  the 
petulance,  and  extorted  the  admiration,  of  the  Scottish  critics, 
who  set  the  proper  example  to  their  brethren  of  London,  by 
pronouncing  upon  it  the  following  eulogy. 

We  must  remark,  that  this  expedition  does  great  credit 
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both  to  the  government  by  which  it  was  planned,  and  to  the  SEC.  Yin. 
persons  by  whom  it  was  executed.  The  good  sense,  activity  ^^""^^^-^ 
and  perseverance  of  the  commanders  cannot  be  too  much 
commended  ;  their  treatment  of  the  natives  was  humane  and 
kind ;  and  though  their  mission  was  in  its  intention  concilia- 
tory, yet  this  purpose  could  not  have  been  carried  into  effect 
but  by  men  of  much  good  temper  and  sound  understanding, 
considering  how  long  they  were  exposed  to  the  vexations 
arising  from  the  suspicion,  caprice,  and  levity  of  savages. 
The  great  harmony  that  seems  to  have  prevailed,  the  spirit, 
steadiness,  and  exertion  in  the  midst  of  so  much  hardship 
and  danger,  are  highly  meritorious  ;  and  exhibit  a  band  of 
active  and  intrepid  men,  which  no  country  in  the  world  would 
not  be  proud  to  acknowledge." 

This  was  a  strain  worthy  of  the  theory  of  the  critical  in- 
stitute, but  the  spirit  of  the  Quarterly  Review  could  not  be 
exorcised  as  completely.  It  relented  so  far  as  to  admit  that 
Lewis  and  Clarke  "  travelled  near  9000  miles — the  longest 
river  voyage  undertaken  since  that  of  Orellana;"  and  that 
"  they  performed  with  equal  ability,  perseverance,  and  suc- 
cess, one  of  the  most  arduous  journies  that  ever  was  accom- 
plished." Acknowledged  merits  of  such  magnitude  called 
for  tenderness  to  the  reputation  of  the  individuals  in  all  points; 
for  the  kindest  interpretation  of  appearances  in  the  least  doubt- 
ful :  yet  the  English  Reviewer  did  not  hesitate  scornfully  to 
intimate,  that  they  took  pleasure  in  the  obscenities  of  the  In- 
dians of  the  Missouri  and  this  affront  is  given  upon  no 
other  foundation  than  that  those  obscenities  are  related.  The 
relation, too,  is  in  Latin,  uncouth  Latin  indeed;  but  such  as 
it  is,  it  evinces,  in  the  use  of  this  veil,  a  refinement  of  feeling, 
the  opposite  of  the  imputed  grossness.  Let  the  voyages  of 
Captain  Cook,  Captain  Wilson,  and  other  English  naviga- 
tors ;  or  the  narratives  of  any  of  the  English  travellers  among 
savage  nations,  be  consulted,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  they  are 
much  less  studious  of  decorum  ;  and  that  a  charge  of  the 
kind  might  be  made  against  them  with  more  plausibility,  if 
we  admit  there  could  be  any  colour  of  reason  for  making  it 


The  women  of  the  Aricara  Indians  prostitute  themselves  publicly,  in 
the  intervals  of  dancing.  The  writer  cannot  be  charg-ed  with  offending  de- 
cency in  describing  this  abomination, — he  has  related  another  not  less  abomi- 
nable, in  Latin,  from  respect  to  decorum,  but  in  both  instances  it  is  evident  that 
he  and  Ids  compamon  -were  not  inen  ivho  felt  any  pain  at  beholding  the  degradation 
qf  human  nature."  The  very  reverse  is  evident  to  all  who  are  not  of  the 
class  of  moralists  and  philanthropists  "  willing  to  love  all  mankind,  except  an 
timerican.'^ 
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PART  1.  on  such  a  foundation.     The  personal  acquaintance  of  the 
^^^'^'^^^  two  gallant  leaders  of  the  American  expedition,  require  no 
argument  to  be  convinced  of  their  uniform  elevation  of  sen- 
timent and  deportment. 

They  were,  certainly,  unfortunate  in  the  choice  of  names 
for  the  natural  objects  which  they  were  the  first  to  bring  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  civilized  world.  But  this  merit  of  dis- 
covery, and  the  sagacity,  fortitude,  perseverance,  exemplary 
temper  displayed  throughout  the  expedition,  rendered  doubly 
venial  so  inconsiderable  a  fault.  A  refined  classical  taste  has 
belonged  to  very  few  of  the  illustrious  men  to  whom  we  are 
indebted  for  the  enlargement  of  geographical  science;  and  the 
exploration  of  the  wild  creation  through  which  Lewis  and 
Clarke  penetrated,  presented  the  case,  if  ever  there  was  one, 
in  which  the  absence  of  that  accomplishment  could  be  consi- 
dered as  excusable  in  itself,  or  its  effects — nay  even  advan- 
tageous on  the  whole,  and  immediately  conducive  to  the  more 
perfect  achievement  of  the  gigantic  enterprise.  Instead  of 
the  gentle  and  courteous  reproof  which  became  the  occasion, 
the  Quarterly  Review  made  their  homely  nomenclature  the 
subject  of  unsparing  satire,  and  turned  it  into  doggerel  level- 
led not  only  against  the  heroic  adventurers,  but  their  country, 
and  particularly  against  the  high  officers  of  state  with  whom 
the  expedition  originated.  If  the  wretched  diatribe  to  which 
I  refer,  coarser  by  far  in  its  texture  than  the  occasion  of  it; 
too  low  even  for  a  place  in  Coleman's  Broad  Grins,"  be- 
longs to  the  pen  of  the  author  of  the  Baviad  and  Moeviad, 
and  the  Translator  of  Juvenal ;  of  the  scourge  of  poetasters, 
and  the  assayer  of  English  verse,  it  furnishes  a  striking  ex- 
ample of  the  power  of  national  prejudice  and  party-devotion, 
to  work  the  most  violent  and  pitiable  transformations.  How 
capital  this  stroke  at  the  Americans,  on  the  occasion  of  their 
disclosing  a  new  world  to  the  gaze  of  philosophy  and  the 
march  of  civilization  ! 

"  Flow,  Little  Shallow,  flow,  and  be  thy  stream 
Their  great  example,  as  it  will  their  theme  !" 

And  how  natural  and  happy  the  transition  from  such  wit  in, 
numbers,  to  such  wit  in  prose,  as  the  following ! — "  From 
Big-Muddy,  they,  the  explorers— to  borrow  a  title  of  Ameri- 
can extraction — proceeded  to  Jefferson,  and  with  not  less  fe- 
licity to  Madison  from  Little  Shallow,"  &c. 

Before  I  havfe  done  with  the  article  in  question,  I  would 
call  attention  to  t\vo  more  passages  as  illustrative  of  tiie  spirit 
presiding  over  the  American  department  of  the  Journal. 
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It  was  not  long  before  they  (Lewis  and  Clarke)  reached  SEC. 
the  remotest  source  of  the  Missouri,  and  drank  of  the  foun- 
tain — a  situation  not  altogether  unworthy  of  being  compared 
with  that  of  Bruce  at  the  fountain  of  the  Abyssinian  Nile." 

"  Langsdorff  notices  a  curious  trade  which  the  Ameri- 
cans carry  on  in  this  article  of  fire  arms  on  the  North  West 
coast.  He  savs  they  send  out  a  gunsmith  in  every  ship,  to 
buy  up  at  one  place  all  the  guns  which  want  repairing,  and 
sell  them  as  new  pieces  at  another 

1  aver,  upon  the  authority  of  some  of  the  distinguished  Ame- 
rican merchants  who  trade  with  the  North  West  Coast,  that 
this  statement,  so  kindly  copied  from  LangsdorfF,  is  utterly 
false.  Were  it  true,  it  v/ould  not  enable  us  as  yet,  to  dispute 
the  palm  of  fraudulent  ingenuitv,  with  our  English  kinsmen. 
It  falls  short  of  such  a  practice  as  the  following,  related  by 
Mr.  Southey  in  Espriella's  Letters  a  better  authority  than 
Langsdorff.  "  A  regular  branch  of  trade  here,  at  Birming- 
ham, is  the  manufacture  of  guns  for  the  African  market. 
They  are  made  for  about  a  dollar  and  a  half:  the  barrel  is 
filled  with  water ;  and,  if  the  water  does  not  come  through,  it 
is  thought  proof  sufficient :  of  course  they  burst  zuhen  fred^  and 
mangle  the  xvretched  negro ^  -who  has  purchased  them  upon  the 
credit  of  English  faith^  and  received  them^  most  probably^  as  the 
price  of  human  fieshl  No  secret  is  made  of  this  abominable 
trade  ;  yet  the  government  never  interferes  ;  and  the  persons  con' 
cerned  in  it  are  not  marked^  and  shunned  as  infamous^^ 

The  story  from  LangsdorfF  is  entitled  to  about  the  same 
credit  as  the  assertion  made  in  the  26th  No.  of  the  Quarterly 
Review,  that  Captain  Porter  of  the  American  frigate  Essex, 
after  losing  half  his  crew,  xvas  taken  by  a  ship  of  inferior  force. 
The  hardihood  of  the  Reviewer  may  almost  confound  those 
who  read  the  folio v/ing  extract,  from  the  official  letter,  dated 
30th  March,  1814,  of  Captain  Hillyar  of  his  Majesty's  ship 
Phoebe  (the  antagonist  of  Porter)  to  Commodore  Brown, 
stationed  at  Jamaica.  "  The  defence  of  the  Essex,  taking  into 
consideration  our  great  superiority  of  force^  the  very  discou- 
raging circumstances  of  having  lost  her  main  top-mast,  and 
being  twice  on  fire,  did  honour  to  her  defender,  and  must 
fully  prove  the  courage  of  Captain  Porter." 

The  '  Life  of  Robert  Fulton,  by  Cadwallader  D.  Colden 
of  New  York,'  has  experienced  a  treatment  from  these  up- 
right critics,  more  remarkable  still,  and,  if  possible,  more 


*  See  also,  on  this  head,  Clarkson's  History  of  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave 
Trade,  Vol.  II.  c.  iii. 
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PART  I.  shameless.    The  work  of  Mr.  Golden  appears  as  a  mere  1 
^•^^^''^^  Biographical  Memoir,  read  before  the  Literary  and  Philoso- 
phical Society  of  New  York,  conformably  to  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal ends  of  that  respectable  institution.  It  obtained  the  shape 
of  a  book  at  the  request  of  those  to  whom  it  was  addressed  ; 
and  the  proceeds  of  its  publication,  whatever  they  might  be, 
were  assigned  to  the  erection  of  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  ; 
the  illustrious  engineer.  The  author  announced  himself,  even 
in  the  title-page,  emphatically  as  his  friend,  and  took  charge, 
avowedly,  of  his  panegyric.    This, — for  one  who  had  known 
him  in  relations  of  the  closest  intimacy,  and  when  the  deceased 
had  left  so  many  titles  to  the  m.ost  solemn  commemoration — 
was  unexceptionable  in  itself,  and  sanctioned,  moreover,  by 
abundant  precedents  in  the  practice  of  the  European  nations. 
Mr.  Golden  was  not  a  writer  by  profession  or  habit ;  he  be- 
longed to  the  bar,  at  which  he  had  established  the  highest  , 
reputation,  and  filled  the  highest  office.   He  is  now  mayor  of  " 
the  city  of  New  York  ;  a  station  of  great  consequence  and\> 
dignity.  He  is  the  grandson  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor  Col-  ] 
den  who  wrote  the  celebrated  History  of  the  Five  Indian  Na- 
tions, and  whose  merits  and  honours  in  the  world  of  science,  ; 
are  second  only  to  those  of  Franklin  among  the  men  that  ' 
have  flourished  on  the  American  continent  as  politicians  and 
philosophers. The  biographer  of  Fulton  has  shown  himself  ^ 
worthy  of  this  descent,  by  an  acknowledged,  invariable  pro-  ' 
bity ;  a  versatile  genius ;  and  the  assiduous  cultivation  of  the 
sciences  and  liberal  arts  in  the  midst  of  extensive  professional  [ 
engagements,  and  of  arduous  municipal  duties.  It  was  in  mo-  i 
ments  snatched  from  these,  that,  to  gratify  his  feelings  and  the 
wishes  of  the  learned  society  which  ranks  him  as  one  of  its  most 
useful  and  erudite  members,  he  framed  the  Memoir  in  ques- 
tion, with  a  full  conviction,  derived  from  the  nearest  observa-  i 
tion,  of  the  reality  of  the  services  and  qualities  which  he  cele- 
brated :  and,  whatever  he  may  have  claimed  of  excellence  for  ; 
the  labours  of  Fulton,  it  is  impossible  he  could  have  been 
more  unassuming,  or  unpretending,  as  respects  his  own  pro-J 
duction.  If  he  has  asserted  extravagant  titles  for  his  subject,  it 
is  manifestly  without  any  designs, — from  no  impulses — which 
can  lay  him  open  to  personal  reproach  or  incivility.  The 
tenor  of  his  book  proves  his  competency  to  his  task  ;  in 
point  of  st}'le,  arrangement,  and  general  instructiveness,  it  is 
all  that  could  be  expected  or  desired  for  the  occasion. 

He  was  led  by  the  nature  of  his  theme,  and  the  wonders 
of  steam-navigation  which  he  witnessed  about  him,  to  medi- 

*  See  note  S. 
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tate  much,  and  lay  the  utmost  stress,  upon  the  magnitude  of  SEC.  Viil. 
its  benefits  to  the  human  race.  It  is  not  surprising  that  ^-^"v^^ 
these  should  appear  of  less  consequence  and  sublimity,  to  an 
observer  in  England,  where,  from  the  shortness  of  the  dis- 
tances and  the  facilities  of  canal  navigation,  so  little,  com- 
paratively, remained  to  be  done  for  internal  communication  ; 
where  the  small  steam -boats,  plying  on  the  diminutive 
streams,  and  serving  only  the  purpose  of  conveying  passen- 
gers a  few  miles  with  greater  convenience,  are  so  little  im- 
posing either  to  the  eye  or  to  the  imagination.  But  in  Ame- 
rica, the  actual  and  future  scene,  in  this  respect,  has  an 
engrossing  and  transporting  influence,  and  is  of  a  real  im- 
portance and  magnificence,  which  scarcely  leave  scope  for 
exaggeration  in  feeling  or  representation. 

Mr.  Golden  saw  steam-vessels  of  four  and  five  hundred 
tons,  constructed  as  commodiously,  and  furnishing  as  perfect 
security  for  merchandise  or  passengers,  as  the  ware  or  the 
dwelling-house  ;  overcoming  with  unexampled  velocity  the 
powerful  currents  of  our  mighty  rivers  ;  multiplying  indefi- 
nitely on  the  innumerable  waters  of  this  vast  country,  and 
almost  accomplishing  the  wish  of  the  lover — the  annihila- 
tion of  time  and  space — in  the  domestic  intercourse  of 
North  America.  He  could  at  once  extend  his  view  to  the 
southern  regions  of  this  hemisphere  ;  to  the  continents  of 
Europe,  Africa,  and  Asia,  and  see  in  prospect  the  same 
prodigies  wrought  there,  and  the  same  train  of  moral  and 
physical  advantages  ultimately  realized.  He  had  seen  a 
steam-frigate  of  gigantic  size,  moving  on  the  Hudson  with 
the  facility  and  force  of  motion,  and  the  military  faculties, 
which  would  assure  invulnerability  to  the  seaports  of  his 
country,  and  might  give  a  new  and  desirable  character  to 
maritime  warfare.^    He  had  seen,  to  use  his  own  words, 

the  Paragon,  of  three  hundred  and  thirty-one  tons  bur- 
then, tow  the  steam  frigate  Fulton,  which  is  of  the  burthen 
of  two  thousand  fovir  hundred  and  seventy-five  tons,  from 
the  ship  yards  in  the  Sound,  where  she  was  launched, 
to  the  dock  or  the  city  of  Jersey,  on  the  Hudson,  where 
she  was  to  receive  her  machinery,  at  the  rate  of  four  miles 


*  "  Every  one,"  says  Cuvier,  in  his  brilliant  Discourse  of  24th  April,  1816, 
on  the  Progress  of  the  Sciences,  before  the  French  Institute — "  eveiy  one 
may  see  how  much  this  invention  of  Steam-Boats  will  simplify  the  navigation 
of  our  rivers,  and  how  much  agriculture  will  gain  in  men  and  horses,  that 
may  now  return  to  the  fields ;  but  what  we  may  be  also  permitted  to  descry, 
and  what  will,  perhaps,  be  more  important,  is  the  revolution  to  which  it 
will  lead  in  maritime  warfare  and  in  the  power  of  nations.  It  is  extremely 
probable  that  we  shall  have  to  reckon  this  among  the  experiments,  that  can 
fee  said  to  have  changed  the  face  of  the  world,'^ 
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PART  I.  and  an  half  an  hour  ;  the  same  frigate,  propelled  by  that  ma- 
^>^'v-'w  chinery  alone,  make  a  passage  to  the  ocean  and  back,  a  dis- 
tance of  53  miles,  in  eight  hours  and  twenty  minutes — the 
Fulton  steam-boat,  which  navigates  the  East  river,  passing 
daily  through  Hell-gate  against  a  rapid  frequently  running 
at  the  rate  of  six  miles  an  hour.'' 

The  crossing  of  the  broadest  and  most  rapid  rivers,  before 
alike  dangerous,  difficult,  and  tedious,  had  been  rendered 
safe,  easy,  and  expeditious,  by  the  use  of  steam  ferry-boats, 
capable  of  carrying  hundreds  of  passengers  and  vehicles  at 
a  time,  and  almost  any  mere  burden. 

From  these  performances,  prospects  and  hopes  naturally 
opened  upon  the  mind  of  our  author,  which  would  have 
warmed  any  fancy  ;  and  sentiments  of  admiration  and  grati- 
tude towards  Fulton  were  excited,  which  cannot  appear  h)-- 
perbolical  to  an  American,  especially  at  this  time,  when  we 
know  that  a  steam-ship  is  on  her  passage  across  the  Atlantic  ; 
and  that  a  fleet  of  steam-vessels  are  making  their  way,  with  a 
detachment  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  to  establish  a 
post  at  the  Yellow  Stone,  on  the  Missouri,  in  the  interior  of 
our  continent,  two  thousand  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi.  These  two  facts  render  it  not  improbable  that, 
by  the  same  means,  the  passage  between  Europe  and  Ame- 
rica will  be  made  in  less  time,  and  with  less  inconvenience, 
than  a  journey  between  Edinburgh  and  London  was  accom- 
plished half  a  century  ago  ;  and  that  a  commerce  between 
the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans  may  be  maintained,  through 
the  Columbia  and  Missouri,  with  as  much  certainty  and  fa- 
cility, as  it  is  between  the  Atlantic  and  the  Mediterranean. 

With  such  ulterior  results  as  likely,  and  with  the  incalculable, 
realized  good,  before  him,  Mr.  Golden  ventured  to  say  of  the 
man  whom  he  considered  as  its  immediate,  intelligent  author, 
that  "there  could  not  be  found  in  the  records  of  departed  worth, 
the  name  of  a  person  to  whose  individual  exertions  mankind 
are  more  indebted,  nor  one  which  would  live  farther  into 
time,  if  not  robbed  of  the  fame  due  to  superior  genius,  exerted 
with  wonderful  courage, industry,perseverance, and  success.'* 
No  impartial  and  reflecting  reader  could  view  this  declaration 
as  extravagant,  or  fail  to  approve  both  of  the  tone  and  pur- 
port of  the  passage  which  immediately  follows  in  the  biogra- 
phv.  "  If  the  construction  of  a  bridge,  or  the  formation  of  a 
canal,  has  often  given  a  celebrity  which  has  been  transmitted 
through  many  ages,  what  fame  and  what  gratitude  does  not  he 
deserve,  who  has  furnished  a  means  of  transportation  which 
may  bring  the  inhabitants  of  the  different  quarters  of  the 
world  nearer  to  each  other  than,  previously,  those  of  the  same. 
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territory  considered  themselves  ;  which  will  spread  with  a  SKC.  VIIT. 
facility  before  unknown,  the  influence  of  religion,  civiliza-  ^.^^v^w 
tion,  and  the  arts  ;  which  will  bring  the  whole  human  spe- 
cies to  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  each  other  ;  and  will 
unite  mankind  by  the  bonds  of  mutual  intercourse." 

Fulton  himself  had  never  pretended  that  he  was  the  first 
projector  or  inventor  of  steam-boat  navigation  ;  and  his  bio- 
grapher is  far  from  having  ascribed  to  him  this  merit.  Mr. 
Golden  admitted  that  "  some  ingenious  attempts  to  propel 
boats  by  steam  had  been  made  long  before  the  time  Mr.  Ful- 
ton was  known  to  have  thought  of  it;"  and  that  the  idea  origi- 
nated with  an  Englishman,  Mr.  Jonathan  Hulls,  who  pub- 
lished his  scheme  in  1737,  at  London.    Our  author  received 
implicitly  the  statement  respecting  Hulls' suggestions,  which 
he  read  in  Buchanan's  "  Treatise  on  Propelling  Vessels  by 
Steam,"  a  work  that  appeared  in  Scotland  in  1817.  What 
he  claimed  for  Fulton,  and  what  alone  Fulton  claimed  for 
himself,  was,  his  being  the  first,  who,  by  improvements  on 
the  mere  conceptions  or  vain  attempts,  of  others,  established 
steam-navigation  sO  as  to  render  it  perpetually  practicable 
and  unboundedly  useful — improvements  elfected  not  by  a 
lucky  chance  or  cunning  plagiary,  but  by  a  rare  combina- 
tion of  inventive  powers,  of  mathematical  and  philosophical 
science,  of  mechanical  knowledge  and  experience,  and  of 
intrepidity  and  perseverance.  Buchanan,  the  Scottish  writer 
whom  I  have  just  mentioned,  had  owned  in  his  treatise, 
while  vindicating  the  credit  of  origination  for  Hulls,  that 
"  the  steam-boats  of  Fulton  were  the  first  that  succeeded  in  a 
profitable  way."    A  more  absolute  admission,  ratifying  fully 
the  doctrine  of  Mr.  Golden,  has  been  made  in  the  April  num- 
ber of  Dr.  Thompson's  Annals  of  Philosophy,  in  an  able 
paper  on  the  origin  of  steam-boats.    The  writer  holds  the  fol- 
lowing language.  "  It  is  not  a  little  remarkable  in  the  history 
of  the  arts,  and  forms  a  striking  instance  of  the  slow  and  pro- 
gressive steps  by  which  they  advance,  that  that  most  elegant 
and  useful  discovery,  the  steam-boat,  first  brought  forward  in 
1736,  by  Jonathan  Hulls  of  London,  and  afterwards  pub- 
licly investigated  and  tried  by  Lord  Stanhope  and  Mr.  Tvliller, 
of  Dalswinton,  should  have  been  carried  to  America,  and 
there  first  have  changed  its  character  from  mere  experiment 
to  extensive  practice  and  utility^  and  that  it  should  again  have 
been  introduced  into  Britain  upon  the  experience  of  Artiericans^ 
only  so  lately  as  the  year  1813,  when  it  was  first  employed 
upon  the  river  Glyde."    Even  the  Quarterly  Review,  in  the 
article  upon  which  I  am  about  to  animadvert,  avows  it  to  be 
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PART  I.  "  beyond  all  question  that  Mr.  Fulton  made  considerable  im- 
^■^^vw  provements  in  the  application  of  the  steam-engine  to  the  navi- 
gation of  boats  "  and  adds — "  It  is  quite  natural  that  the 
Americans  should  uphold  the  reputation  of  their  own  coun- 
trymen. We  cannot  blame  them  for  it,  and  some  allowance 
may  reasonably  be  made  for  excess  of  panegyric,  in  speaking 
of  artists  of  native  growth." 

I  have  premised  all  these  details,  in  order  to  the  better  un- 
derstanding of  the  article  in  question,  which  I  will  now  cur- 
sorily examine.    It  begins  thus  : 

"  Although  our  readers  may  be  inclined  to  give  us  credit 
for  some  knowledge  of  our  trans-atlantic  brethren,  yet  we  can 
honestly  assure  them  that  we  were  not  quite  prepared  for  such 
a  sally  as  this  of  Cadwallader  Golden,  Esq."  Sec.  alluding  to 
his  declaration  noticed  above,  of  the  obligations  of  mankind 
to  Fulton.  We  have  then  a  series  of  sneers  at  the  panegyrics 
pronounced  upon  the  engineer  by  others  of  his  countrymen, 
and  at  the  New  York  Historical  Society.  The  Reviewers 
themselves  sit  in  judgment  upon  Fulton,  and  describe  him 
as  a  man  who  possessed  just  talent  enough  to  apply  the  in- 
ventions of  others  to  his  own  purposes?''  Mr.  Golden  is  taxed 
with  disingenyitLf  and  misrepresentation,  and  ever  and  anon, 
with  as  much  urbanity  as  wit,  styled  Mr.  Gadwallader  Col- 
den,"  "  friend  Gadwallader,"  "  the  conscientious  and  con- 
sistent friend,"  &c.  The  critics,  by  way,  we  must  suppose, 
of  teaching  him  a  lesson  of  ingenuousness  and  truth,  assume, 
that  he  had  arrogated  for  Fulton  the  merit  of  discovery,  in 
the  case  of  the  steam-boat,  and  proceed  laboriously  to  re- 
fute the  pretended  doctrine. 

It  is  unlucky,  that  in  setting  out,  they  could  find  no  stronger 
language  in  the  work  of  Mr.  Golden,  than  the  phrase — "  We 
and  all  the  world  are  indebted  to  Fulton  for  the  establishment 
of  navigation  by  steam."  With  the  biography  in  their  hands, 
and  acquainted,  no  doubt,  with  what  Buchanan  had  written, 
they  do  not  scruple  to  introduce  and  parade  the  theory  of 
Hulls,  in  such  a  way  precisely,  as  if  they  were  the  first  to 
announce  it,  and  Mr.  Golden  and  America  to  be  confounded 
with  the  disclosure.  They  give  an  account  of  Mr.  Miller's 
experiments,  in  the  year  1/87,  on  the  Forth  and  Glyde 
Canal,  which  they  acknowledge  "  did  not  succeed  to  his 
entire  satisfaction  ;"  and  they  lay  great  stress  upon  those  of 
one  of  his  assistants,  of  the  name  of  Symington,  who  pursued 
his  ideas,  with  no  better  success  in  the  end.  We  are  told  by 
them,  that  Fuiton  paid  a  visit  to  Symington,  and  examined 
his  boat ;  and  in  the  sanxe  manner,  it  is  affirmed,  equally  with- 
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out  the  production  of  any  evidence,  in  the  paper  of  Thomp-SEC  VIII. 
son's  Annals,  to  which  I  have  referred,  that  Fulton,  saw  the  ^'^'^"'^ 
experiments  of  Miller — a  circumstance  highly  improbable, 
since  Fulton  was  born  only  in  1765,  and  did  not  leave  this, 
his  native  country,  until  after  his  majority. 

The  very  attempts  of  the  Reviewers  to  invalidate  the  claim 
set  up  for  Fulton,  tend  to  show  that  it  is  well  founded.  We 
may  admit,  as  Mr.  Golden  has  done,  that  Jonathan  Hulls  was 
the  first  who  thought  of  using  the  power  of  steam  for  naviga- 
tion ;^  but  it  is  not  pretended  that  he  ever  proceeded  to  apply 
his  conception,  even  so  far  as  to  make  an  experiment.  It 
cannot  but  be  perceived  by  every  one  conversant  with  what  is- 
now  in  practice,  that  Mr.  Hulls'  scheme  would  not  have 
been  effectual  to  drive  the  tow-boat  itself,  much  less  to  drag 
"  a  two-decker."  The  steerage  of  balloons,  and  plans  for 
the  purpose,  have  been  often  suggested ;  we  have  seen  re- 
presentations of  them,  beating  to  windward  under  full  sail. 
Should  the  art  of  governing  them  be  hereafter  discovered 
and  perfected  by  the  same  individual,  it  Avill  be  quite  as 
equitable  to  deny  him  the  merit  of  balloon-navigation,  in 
favour  of  the  first  speculators,  or  of  the  authors  of  the  draw- 
ings, as  it  is  to  detrude  Fulton  from  his  pedestal,  to  substi- 
tute Jonathan  Hulls. 

Patrick  Miller  never  attempted  to  apply  the  engine  to  ves- 
sels. The  Reviewers  inform  us  that  in  a  book  which  he  pub- 
lished in  1787,  he  has  said  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  the 
power  of  the  steam-engine  might  be  employed  to  work  the 
wheels,  so  as  to  give  them  a  quicker  motion,  and  to  increase 
that  of  the  ship.  He  announced,  at  the  same  time,  his  inten- 
tion to  make  the  experiment,  and  to  communicate  the  result, 
if  favourable^  to  the  public.  No  such  communication  is  alleged 
to  have  been  made,  and  the  conclusion  is  inevitable,  that  the 
result  was  not  favourable.  With  respect  to  Symington's  boat, 
the  assertion  that  it  was  seen  by  Fulton  is  wholly  gratuitous ; 
there  is  no  trace  of  the  fact  in  the  papers  of  the  latter;  it  is^ 
however,  not  impossible,  and  will  be  readily  admitted.  Mr. 
Golden  has  furnished  proof  that  Fulton  communicated  the 
project  of  a  steam-boat  to  Lord  Stanhope,  in  the  year  1793, 
seven  years  previous.  The  experiment  of  Symington  on  the 
Clyde  is  mentioned  in  the  biography  of  Fulton,  and  it  is  not 


♦  This  is  not,  however,  precisely  the  case.  Some  of  the  English  writei^s 
claim  the  merit  for  captain  Savery,  who,  it  it  said,  published  the  idea  in 
1698,  and  even  proposed  wheels  over  the  sides  of  the  boat.  Hulls  took  out 
a  patent  in  1736,  for  "  towing'  vessels  into  harbour  by  means  of  a  boat  with 
puddles,  to  be  worked  by  steam.'* 
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PART  I.  denied  in  that  work,  that  the  American  availed  himself  of 
^^^"^^"^^  the  hints  afforded  by  the  abortive  or  incomplete  experiments 
of  his  precursors.  Their  very  errors  may  have  suggested  to 
him  the  means  of  effecting  his  object.  Scarcely  one  of  the 
illustrious  men  who  have  the  credit  of  noble  discoveries,  or 
improvements,  in  physics  or  in  morals,  but  enjoyed  this  ne- 
gative kind  of  aid,  or  the  positive  advantage  of  seminal  ideas, 
and  partial  schemes.  Sir  Isaac  Newton  was  indebted  to  the 
experiments  and  observations  of  Kepler,  and  to  the  disco- 
veries of  Grimaldi  ;  Galileo  had  seen  the  telescope  of  Me- 
tius  :  Watt  profited  by  the  labours  of  Newcomen  :  Dr.  Jenner 
was  not  the  first  who  imagined,  or  suggested,  or  tried,  the 
prophylactic  virtue  of  the  vaccine.  There  is  a  striking  ana- 
logy, in  fact,  between  the  cases  of  Jenner  and  Fulton  : — the 
glory  of  vaccination  is  not  more  jusdy  due  to  the  one,  than 
that  of  steam-navigation  to  the  other.  The  question  is  not 
who  first  proposed  to  connect  steam  with  navigation  ;  but 
who  first  and  completely  succeeded  in  so  doing,  and  enabled 
others  to  succeed.  The  world  will  never  consent  to  exalt  the 
genius  and  merits  of  him  who  merely  throws  out  a  loose 
hint,  or  stops  short  at  a  diagram,  or  finishes  with  an  abortive 
experiment,  over  those  of  the  sanguine  and  accomplished 
enterpriser,  who  seizes  derelict,  and  vivifies  still-born  ideas ; 
who,  uniting  in  himself  the  aptitude  to  invent,  the  sagacity 
to  distinguish,  and  the  skill  to  execute,  puts  the  world  in 
lasting  possession  of  that,  which  others  had  essayed,  with 
such  results  only  as  tended  to  arrest  the  efforts  of  industry, 
and  discredit  the  powers  of  art. 

When  the  Reviewers  were  dragging  forward  Mr.  Syming- 
ton as  the  rival  of  Fulton,  and  alleging  that  his  boat  fully 
answered  the  expectations  which  had  been  formed,  it  would 
have  been  well  if  they  had  told  us  what  those  expectations 
were,  and  how  fulfilled.  For  want  of  this  information  from 
them,  I  am  obliged  to  look  elsewhere  for  it.  I  find  an 
account  of  Mr.  Symington's  experiment,  in  the  Journals  of 
the  Royal  Institution,  for  1802;  a  publication  which  cannot 
be  suspected  of  a  bias  unfavourable  to  Mr.  Symington.  It 
is  there  stated  that  he  ascertained  that  his  boat  would  travel 
at  the  rate  of  two  miles  and  an  half  an  hour ;  upon  the  placid 
surface  of  a  canal,  be  it  understood,  where  no  current  was 
to  be  breasted.  But  I  will  take  the  language  of  the  Royal 
Institution  itself,  that  it  may  be  seen  how  far  those  who 
ranked  among  the  best  judges  in  England  were,  at  that  date, 
from  clear  ideas  of  the  capacities,  or  fixed  hopes  of  the  per* 
manent  success,  of  steam-navigation. 
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"  Several  attempts  have  been  made  to  apply  the  force  of  SEC.  vni. 
steam*  to  the  purpose  of  propelling  boats  hi  canals^  and  there  v^'v^^^ 
seems  to  be  no  reason  to  think  the  undertaking  by  any  means 
liable  to  insuperable  diffculties. 

"  An  engine  of  the  kind  proposed  by  Mr.  Symington,  has 
been  actually  constructed  at  the  expense  of  the  proprietors 
of  the  Forth  and  Clyde  navigation,  and  under  the  patronage 
of  the  governor,  Lord  Dundas  ;  it  v/as  tried  in  December 
last,  and  it  drew  three  vessels  from  60  to  70  tons  burden  at 
the  usual  rate  of  two  miles  and  a  half  an  hour.  Mr.  Syming- 
ton is  at  present  employed  in  attempting  still  further  im» 
provements,  and  when  he  has  completed  his  invention,  it 
may,  perhaps^  ultimately  become  productive  of  very  exten- 
sive utility." 

Mr.  Fulton's  first  boat  went  almost  from  off  the  stocks  at 
New  York,  to  Albany,  2^  distance  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
miles,  and  performed  the  voyage  with  and  against  the  cur- 
rent of  the  Hudson,  at  the  rate  of  Jive  miles  an  hour.  When 
her  machinery  was  more  perfectly  adjusted,  she  accomplish- 
ed the  same  passage  at  the  rate  of  eight  miles  an  hour.  The 
vessels  built  on  Mr.  Fulton's  plan,  which  are  now  in  opera- 
tion, average  ten  miles  an  hour.  The  difference  of  speed 
between  Mr.  Symington's  boat  and  Mr.  Fulton's,  alone  ar- 
gues some  material  difference  in  the  machinery.  The  ac- 
count above-mentioned,  contains  a  description  of  Syming- 
ton's boat.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add  that  it  differs 
totally  from  that  of  Mr.  Fulton ;  or  to  ask — of  what  use  would 
be  Mr.  Symftigton's  boat,  with  a  movement  of  two  and  a  half 
miles  an  hour,  in  the  American  rivers  of  the  south  and  west, 
which  are  now  so  successfully  navigated  by  the  boats  of 
Fulton,  against  currents  of  three  and  four  miles  an  hour  ? 

If  the  experiments  made  in  England  were  so  perfect,  it  is 
incomprehensible  how  it  happened,  that  no  vessels  were  con- 
structed, and  put  in  common  use,  until  about  five  years 
after  Fulton's  boats  were  seen  in  successful  operation  on  the 
Hudson.  Nor  is  it  more  easy  to  conjecture,  why  all  the 
British  boats  now  in  use,  are  built  according  to  Mr.  Fulton's 
plan,  and  not  according  to  that  of  Hulls,  or  Miller,  or  Sym- 
ington. 

It  is  pleasant  to  compare  the  pretensions  set  up  for  Great 
Britain  by  the  Quarterly  Review,  with  the  confession  of  a 
British  engineer,  Mr.  Dodd,  a  man  of  eminence  in  his  profes- 
sion, and  a  skilful  architect  of  steam-boats, — that  the  first  of 
them  which  succeeded  in  Great  Britain,  was  built  in  1812  ; 
and  that,  although  the  Americans  had  given  the  fullest  trial 
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PART  I.  to  the  British  invention  during  five  years  previous,  it  was 
'"-^"^^^^  necessary  there  should  be  a  new  one  under  the  eyes  of  the 
British  nation,  to  inspire  conjidence^sind  induce  the  building  of 
more  boats.*  On  the  whole,  no  evidence  is  to  be  found  of  the 
practical  utility  of  the  British  projects  ;  but  there  exists  the 
most  violent  presumption  to  the  contrary  ;  and  it  is  impossi- 
ble, as  regards  England,  to  resist  the  force  of  the  interrogation 
put  by  Mr.  Golden — "  If  steam-boats  had  ever  been  construct- 
ed before  the  experiment  of  Fulton,  so  near  perfection  as  to 
show  that  they  might  be  used  to  their  present  advantage,  can 
it  be  believed  that  they  would  have  been  abandoned  ?" 

The  unanswerable  address  of  an  American  to  a  Briton, 
on  this  subject,  is — "You  conceived  the  idea  of  propelling 
boats  by  steam,  as  early  as  1698 — you  afterwards  employed 
5^ourselves  repeatedly  in  devising  methods  and  making  trials 
to  carry  that  idea  into  effect — you  could  never  succeed  to  your 
*  satisfaction,'  that  is,  to  any  advantageous  extent — you  relin- 
quished your  impotent  endeavours — one  of  my  countrymen 
appropriated  your  conception  ;  new  modelled  your  plans  ; 
scanned  and  detected  your  mistakes  ;  and,  as  you  confess, 
changed  in  America  the  character  of  your  invention  from 
mere  experiment  to  extensive  practice  and  utility: — the  steam- 
boat issued  from  his  hands  as  Minerva  did  from  the  head  of 
Jupiter — a  mature  creation  ;  you  were  content  to  receive  it, 
some  years  afterwards,  '  upon  the  experience  of  the  Ameri- 
cans,' neglecting  entirely  your  own  boasted  constructions  of 
the  same  name,  the  utility  of  which,  if  not  all  sufficient  for 
you,  upon  your  narrow  geographical  scale,  could  be  nothing 
for  the  rest  of  the  world.  Far,  then,  from  holding  so  over- 
weening a  language,  from  taking  all  the  credit,  you  should 
rather  take  some  shame,  to  yourselves,  that  you  were  not  able 
to  improve  your  notions  to  the  point  of  general  utility.  If, 
with  the  advantage  of  discovery,  you  accomplished,  virtually, 
nothing,  in  the  lapse  of  more  than  a  century,  what  must  be 
the  merit  of  the  stranger  who,  in  America,  accomplished 
every  thing  at  the  first  cast  ?  If  you  did  not  adopt  this  mode 
of  navigation,  until  five  years  after  its  complete  triumph  in 
America,  and  then  received  it  with  hesitation  and  a  sort  of 
incredulity,  when  would  it  have  been  turned  to  any  account 
among  you,  had  he  not  established  it  there  ?  How  long  might 
not  the  world  have  remained  without  this  master-piece  ?" 


*  An  Historical  and  Explanatory  Dissertation  on  Steam-Eng-ines  and  Steann  - 
Packets,  by  George  Dodd,  Civil  Engineer.  London,  1818.   See  Note  T. 
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If  the  degree  of  merit  claimed  by  Fulton  could  be  con-  SEC.  vin. 
tested  with  success  any  where,  it  is  in  America,  for  Ameri-  v^'^v'^ 
cans,  who  preceded  him  and  the  British  mechanicians,  in  the 
attempt  to  propel  vessels  by  steam.  Miller  made  his  experi- 
ments on  the  Forth  and  Clvde  Canal,  and  published  his  book, 
in  1787 ;  Symington  put  his  scheme  to  the  test  on  the  same 
canal  in  1801.  If  Miller,  as  it  is  said  in  Thompson's  An- 
nals, communicated  his  plan  to  General  Washington  in  1787, 
an  American  had  previously  imparted  a  more  perfect  one  to 
the  general.  This  person,  James  Rumsey,  of  Virginia,  con- 
structed a  boat  to  be  navigated  by  steam,  in  the  summer  of 
1785,  after  having  obtained  an  exclusive  right  to  the  use  of 
his  invention  from  two  states  ;  in  the  following  year  he 
made  an  experiment  with  her  in  the  Potowmac  ;  and  by 
the  force  of  steam  alone,  propelled  her  against  the  current 
of  that  river  at  the  rate  of  four  miles  an  hour.  In  1787,  he 
published  a  pamphlet  on  the  subject,  which  I  have  now  before 
me,  bearing  this  title — A  Short  Treatise  on  the  Application 
of  Steam,  whereby  it  is  clearly  shown,  from  actual  Experi- 
ments, that  Steam  may  be  applied  to  Propel  Boats  or  Ves- 
sels of  any  burthen  against  Rapid  Currents,  with  Great  Ve- 
locity." His  main  positions  in  this  pamphlet  are,  to  use  his 
own  words,  "  that  a  boat  might  be  so  constructed,  as  to  be 
propelled  through  the  water,  at  the  rate  of  ten  miles  an  hour, 
by  the  force  of  steam  ;  and  that  the  machiner}-  employed  for 
that  purpose,  might  be  so  simple  and  cheap,  as  to  reduce 
the  price  of  freight  at  least  one-half  in  common  navigation  ; 
likewise  that  it  might  be  forced,  by  the  same  machinery, 
with  considerable  velocity,  against  the  constant  stream  of 
long  and  rapid  rivers."  Another  passage  may  be  quoted, 
as  not  less  pointed  and  remarkable. 

"  In  the  course  of  the  autumn  and  winter  of  1784,  I  made 
such  progress  in  the  improvement  of  some  steam  engines 
which  I  had  long  conceived  would  have  become  of  the  great- 
est consequence  in  navigation,  that  I  flattered  myself  this 
invention,  if  it  answered  my  expectation  (the  truth  whereof 
experiments  have  now  established)  would  render  my  labours 
more  extensively  useful,  by  being  equally  applicable  to  small 
boats,  or  vessels  of  the  largest  size,  to  shallow  and  rapid 
rivers,  or  the  deepest  and  roughest  seasP 

In  his  communication  to  General  Washington,  of  March 
10th,  1785,  he  remarks,  "  I  have  quite  convinced  myself  that 
boats  of  passage  may  be  made  to  go  against  the  current  of 
the  Mississippi  or  C)hio  rivers,  or  in  the  gulf  stream,  from 
60  to  100  miles  per  day." 
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In  Thompson's  Annals  it  is  said  that  Miller  appears  to 

have  been  exclusively  the  inventor  of  the  double  boat ;  but  the 
first  which  Rumsey  devised  in  1784,  was  of  that  description. 

Another  American  of  the  name  of  Fitch  engaged  in  a  course 
of  experiments  of  the  same  nature  with  those  of  Rumsey, 
about  the  same  time,  and  a  sharp  controversy  arose  between 
them  with  respect  to  priority.^  What  can  be  put  beyond 
question^  is,  that  Fitch  laid  his  plan  before  Congress  in 
1785  ;  navigated  the  river  Delaware  up  and  down,  in  the 
year  1786,  with  a  steam-boat,  which  was  brought,  before  it 
was  abandoned  in  1791,  to  the  celerity  of  eight  miles  an 
hour;  and  that  he  obtained  in  the  years  1786,  7,  from  the 
legislatures  of  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  New  York,  and  Penn- 
sylvania, an  exclusive  privilege  for  those  states.  There  is 
not  the  least  probability  that  either  of  these  highly  ingenious 
men  had  even  heard  of  the  suggestions  of  Savery  and  Hulls; 
there  can  be  no  doubt,  indeed,  of  their  total  ignorance  of 
whatever  had  been  proposed  or  attempted  in  Europe.  Their 
plans  and  experiments,  besides  possessing  the  merit  of  origi- 
nality, have  the  advantage  over  those  of  Miller  and  Syming- 
ton in  all  other  respects.  A  scientific  comparison  does  not 
lie  within  mv  province;  but  I  feel  myself  authorized  to  assert, 
that  the  result  would  be  in  favour  of  the  Americans.  Their 
views  were  more  extensive  ;  their  experiments  bolder ;  and 
they  accomplished  much  more  with  machinery  of  such  work- 
manship as  could  be  procured  in  this  country,  at  a  time  when 
it  lagged  far  behind  Great  Britain  in  the  mechanical  arts. 

With  respect,  then,  to  the  point  of  invention^  exclusive  of 
that  of  establishment  which  is  conceded  to  her,  America  would 
seem  to  have  stronger  claims,  in  the  matter  of  steam-naviga- 
tion, than  Great  Britain.  The  mere  priority  of  time  in  the 
conception,  where  no  communication  can  be  presumed,  will 
be  viewed  by  none  as  the  main  consideration  or  determi- 
nate title.  Mr.  Golden  has  mentioned  in  some  detail,  in  the 
Life  of  Fulton,  the  attempts  of  Fitch  and  Rumsey,  on  our 
rivers,  and  also  the  subsequent  one  of  Rumsey  on  the  Thames, 
in  England,  whither  he  repaired  in  the  expectation  of  find- 
ing greater  facilities,  and  more  opulent  patronage,  for  his 
plans ;  but  those  attempts  are  passed  over  in  silence  in  the 


*  Fitch  published  a  pamphlet,  also,  in  1788,  which  he  entitled  "The  Origi- 
hal  Steam-Boat  supported,  or  a  Keply  to  iiumsey."  He  states  therein  that 
jhe  conceived  his  plan  of  steam-navigation  in  1785 ;  but  discovered  afterwards, 
that  two  Americans.  Mr.  Henry,  and  Mr.  Andrew  Elllcot,  both  of  Pennsylva' 
ftia,  had  thought  of  it  as  early  as  1775,  and  1778.    See  Note  T. 
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British  publications  to  which  I  have  adverted.*  The  writer  ST:r\  viii. 
of  the  article  Steam-Engine,  in  Rees'  New  Cyclopedia,  ob-  ^^^'^^^^^ 
serves,  indeed,  that  steam-boats  had  been  used  in  America, 
before  the  introduction  of  them  by  Fulton  ;  and  "  were  be- 
gun there  by  Mr.  Symington  !"  a  fact  verv^  creditable  to  Scot- 
land, but  altogether  new  in  America,  which  is  without  record 
or  tradition  of  the  labours  of  this  missionary. 

To  heighten  the  contrast  between  their  fairness  and  the 
disingenuitij  of  Mr.  Golden,  the  Reviewers  treat  of  the  tor- 
pedos  of  Fulton,  in  a  strain,  which  would  imply,  that  his  bio- 
grapher had  represented  him  as  the  first  to  propose  the  ex- 
plosion of  gunpowder  under  water.  It  might  also  be  infer- 
red from  their  language,  that  he  had  sought  to  vindicate  the 
offer  of  the  torpedos  to  the  different  governments  of  Europe. 
Now,  as  to  the  point  of  discovery,  nothing  can  be  more  posi- 
tive and  unambiguous,  than  the  renunciation  in  the  biographv. 
"  It  would,"  says  Mr.  Golden,  be  doing  injustice  to  the  me- 
mory of  Mr.  Fulton,  not  to  notice,  that  Mr.  Fulton  did  not 
pretend  to  have  been  the  first  who  discovered  that  gunpowder 
might  be  exploded  with  effect  under  water ;  nor  did  he  pre- 
tend to  have  been  the  first  who  attempted  to  applv  it  in  that 
way  as  the  means  of  hostilitv.  He  knew  well  what  had  been 
done  by  another  ingenious  native  American,  Bushnell,  in 
our  revolutionary  war."  The  Reviewers  repeat,  from  this 
passage,  the  instance  of  Bushnell  with  all  formalit}^,  and  the 
air  of  drawing  it  from  their  own  store  of  knowledge  ! 

With  regard  to  the  conduct  of  Fulton  in  proffering  his  tor- 
pedos to  various  governments,  his  biographer  goes  no  farther, 
in  substance,  than  to  assert,  that  Fulton  reconciled  it  to  his 


*  Brissot  de  Wan  ille  had  noticed  them  in  his  Travels  through  the  United 
States,  in  the  following  manner  : 

Sept.  ir88. 

"I  went  this  day  to  see  an  experiment  near  the  Delaware,  on  a  boat,  the 
object  of  wliich  was  to  ascend  rivers  against  the  current.  The  inventor  was 
Mr.  Fitch,  who  had  formed  a  company  to  support  the  expense.  The  ma- 
chine which  I  saw  appears  well  executed  and  well  adapted  to  the  design. 
The  steam  engine  gives  motion  to  three  large  oars  of  considerable  force, 
vhich  were  to  give  sixty  strokes  per  minute.  Since  writing  this,  I  have  seen 
Mr.  Ramsey  in  England.  He  is  a  man  of  great  ingenuity ;  and  by  the  ex- 
planation which  he  has  given  me,  it  appeai-s  that  his  discovery,  though  found- 
ed on  a  similar  principle  with  that  of  Mr.  Fitch,  is  very  different  from  it,  and 
far  more  simple  in  its  execution.  Mr.  Rumsey  proposed  then  (Feb.  1789) 
to  build  a  vessel  •which  sJmild  §-o  to  America  bij  the  help  of  the  steam-engine,  and 
-u-ithout  sails.  It  teas  to  make  the  passage  in  fifteen  ilays.  I  perceive  with  pain 
that  he  has  not  yet  executed  his  project,  which,  when  executed,  will  intro- 
duce into  commerce  as  great  a  cliange  as  the  discovery  of  the  Cape  of  Gooi 
Hope." 
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I.  own  ideas  of  propriety,  and  acted  from  honest  impressions, 
whether  false  or  correct.  The  proceeding  of  Mr.  Fulton  is 
certainly  supported  by  European  examples  without  number, 
and  may  be  considered  as  natural  in  every  sanguine  projector. 
I  cannot  easily  see  how  an  American,  pursuing  mechanical 
inventions  in  Europe,  would  be,  prima  facie^  culpable  for 
offering  to  France  and  England  indiscriminately,  a  destruc- 
tive engine  of  war.  The  success  of  the  one  or  the  other 
power,  is  to  be  supposed  indifferent  to  his  feelings.  I  grant 
that,  if  the  engine  could  be  turned  against  his  own  country, 
he  would  never  be  justifiable.  The  talents  and  contrivances 
of  English  engineers  have  been  lent  indiscriminately  to  aid 
the  hostilities  of  all  the  principal  nations  of  Europe  ;  with 
the  sanction  of  the  government,  when  the  interests  of  Eng- 
land were  not  likely  to  be  affected.  The  Count  de  Bonneval 
and  others  of  his  description  were  never  blamed,  in  Europe, 
for  the  mere  fact  of  devoting  their  genius  and  skill  to  the 
improvement  of  the  Turkish  armies  and  fortifications.  Britain 
is  now  enriching  herself  by  supplying  both  Spain  and  her 
colonies  with  the  means  of  warfare  ;  from  her  manufactories 
issued  the  weapons  and  ammunition,  with  which  the  nations 
of  Africa  assailed  and  slaughtered  each  other  for  the  purpose 
of  filling  her  slave  ships. 

I  note  these  circumstances,  to  emblazon  the  modesty  of  the 
Reviewers  in  raising  an  outcry  against  the  conduct  of  Fulton, 
and  the  character  of  his  expedient  of  submarine  explosion. 
They  are,  forsooth,  filled  with  horror  at  this  "  succinct  mode 
of  murder  en  masse  these  infernal  machines  ;"  forget- 
ting the  machines  called  Congreve  rockets,  which, — while  the 
torpedos  can  be  directed  only  against  armaments, — have  been 
principally  used  by  the  British  against  the  towns  and  domestic 
dwellings  of  their  enemies  ;  sometimes,  as  in  the  instance  of 
Stonington,  to  envelope  in  flames,  houses  in  which  unoffend- 
ing American  women  and  children  were  placed  for  shelter. 
It  may  be  proposed,  as  a  problem  for  their  consideration, 
whether  the  destruction  of  one  of  the  bomb-ketches  employed 
on  that  occasion,  by  a  torpedo,  would  have  been  more  atro- 
cious, than  the  act  of  the  British  general  Sheaffe  at  the  town 
of  York  in  Canada,  who  left  in  the  fortification  from  which  he 
was  driven  by  the  American  army,  a  secret  mine,  that  ex- 
ploded a  moment  too  soon,  or  it  would  have  "  blown  whole 
regiments  into  the  air and,  as  the  case  was,  killed  many 
brave  soldiers, — among  them,  the  lamented  Pike. 

"  Lord  St.  Vincent,"  say  the  Reviewers,  "  appears  to  have 
set  his  face  against  this  unworthy  mode  of  warfare,  the  tor- 
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pedo  ;  feeling,  as  we  believe  every  British  officer  Would  feel, 
that  setting  aside  the  intent,  such  devices  xvere  for  the  xveak  and  ^ 
not  for  the  strong.  In  his  own  mind,  Mr.  Pitt  did,  we  dare 
say,  condemn  it,  as  every  man  of  sense  and  honour  would." 
Now,  it  is  on  record,  that  these  two  eminent  personages,  and 
every  British  officer,  rejoiced  in  the  Congreve  rockets  ;  and 
that  a  board  of  British  officers  of  the  highest  rank  reported 
them,  after  their  trial  at  Boulogne  and  Flushing,  a  most 
eligible  auxiliary  to  the  British  arms.  To  show  how  innocent 
and  generous  a  device  they  are,  when  compared  with  that 
*'  succinct  mode  of  murder  en  masse,"  the  torpedo,  I  will 
copy  some  passages  of  the  ample  and  able  account  of  them 
which  is  given  in  Rees'  Cyclopedia,  article  Rocket. 

"  The  Congreve  Rocket.  These  rockets  are  of  various 
dimensions,  and  are  differently  armed,  according  as  they  are 
intended  for  the  field,  or  for  bombardment;  carrying  in  the 
first  instance  either  shells  or  canister  shot,  which  may  be 
exploded  at  any  part  of  their  flight,  spreading  death  and  de- 
struction amongst  the  cohujins  of  the  enemy  ;  and  in  the  second, 
where  they  are  intended  for  the  destruction  of  buildings, 
shipping.,  stores,  &c.  they  are  armed  with  a  peculiar  species 
of  composition  which  ne^'er  fails  of  destroying  every  com- 
bustible material  with  which  it  comes  in  contact." 

"  The  carcass  rocket  has  been  used  in  almost  every  one  of 
our  expeditions.  T^ieij  did  incredible  execution  at  Copenhagen. 
At  the  siege  of  Flushing,  general  Monnet,  the  French  com- 
mandant, made  a  formal  remonstrance  to  Lord  Chatham  re- 
specting the  use  of  them  in  that  bombardment.  A  small 
corps  of  rocketeers,  in  the  memorable  battle  of  Leipsic, 
gloriously  maintained  the  honour  of  the  British  arms.  All  the 
more  minute  and  important  particulars  of  this  weapon,  both 
of  construction  and  composition,  are  very  properly  kept  a 
profound  secret.  The  largest  rocket  that  has  yet  been  con- 
structed, has  not,  we  believe,  exceeded  three  hundredweight; 
but  Sir  William  Congreve  seems  to  have  in  contemplation 
others  weighing  from  half  a  ton  to  a  ton." 

"  By  means  of  the  rocket,  the  most  extensive  destruction, 
even  amounting  to  annihilation.^  may  be  carried  among  the 
ranks  of  an  advancing  enemy,  and  that  with  the  exposure  of 
scarcely  an  individual.  For  this  purpose,  the  rockets  are  laid 
in  batteries,  &c.  They  facilitate  the  capture  of  a  ship  by 
boarding,  by  being  thrown  into  the  ports,  &c. ;  the  confusion 
and  destruction  which  thence  inevitably  ensue,  facilitate,  &c. 
They  are  peculiarly  adapted  to  add  to  the  dreadful  effect  of 
fire-ships,  which,  if  they  were  supplied  each  with  a  sufficient 
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PART  I.  number  of  rockets,  such  an  extensive  and  devastating  fire 
^^"^^"^  would  be  spread  in  every  direction,  as  to  involve  every  vessel 
of  the  enemy  in  that  destructive  element..  The  foating  rocket 
carcass,  another  of  the  inventor's  applications,  may  be  thrown 
in  great  quantities  by  a  fair  wind,  against  any  fleet  or  arsenal, 
xuithout  the  smallest  risk,  or  without  approaching  within  range 
of  guns,  &c." 

Little  more  need  be  said  in  reference  to  the  general  im- 
portance and  utility  of  the  rocket  system,  &c." 

The  inconsistency  of  the  Reviewers,  as  Englishmen,  is 
further  manifested  by  the  facts,  so  well  attested  as  to  be  un- 
deniable, that  the  British  ministry  conceived  strong  alarms 
at  the  negociations  between  Fulton  and  the  French  govern-- 
ment  respecting  the  adoj^tion  of  the  torpedo ;  that  they  made 
overtures  to  him,  and  drew  him  to  England ;  that  they  en- 
couraged his  experiments  with  a  view  to  employ  his  "  infer- 
nal machines,"  if  found  effectual,  against  the  enemies  of 
Great  Britain ;  that  they  actually  made  an  attempt  to  destroy 
the  Boulogne  flotilla  by  his  means ;  and  that,  after  appointing 
a  committee  to  decide  upon  the  expediency  of  adopting  his 
"  devices,"  they  finally  rejected  them  altogether,  as  imprac- 
ticable, — not  as  cruel,  immoral,  or  dishonourable.  From 
what  passed,  it  is  not  uncharitable  to  suspect,  that  the  true 
kev  to  the  refection,  is  furnished  in  the  saying  of  Lord  St. 
Vincent,  the  authenticity  of  which  the  Reviewers  do  not  dis- 
pute. "  Pitt  is  the  greatest  fool  that  ever  existed  to  encou- 
rage a  mode  of  war  which  they  who  command  the  seas  do 
not  want."  Mr.  Pitt,  it  would  seem  from  the  statement  of 
Mr.  Colden,  remarked,  when  he  first  saw  a  drawing  of  the 
torpedo,  with  a  sketch  of  the  mode  of  applying  it,  and  un- 
derstood what  would  be  the  effects  of  the  explosion — that  "  if 
introduced  into  practice,  it  could  net  fail  to  annihilate  all 
military  marines,^'' — an  effect  which  Great  Britain  could  not 
feel  it  her  interest  to  promote. 

The  occasion  of  the  establishment  of  steam  navigation, 
appeared  to  the  Reviewers,  as  that  of  the  exploration  of  our 
western  regions  had  done,  very  suitable  for  the  vilification  of 
the  American  people  at  large.  Accordingly,  they  proceed  in 
this  exalted  language — "  The  vagrant  adventurer,  Fulton, 
having  failed  in  selling  his  infernal  machines,  sets  himself  to 
prove,  in  a  high  strain  of  moral  pathos,  that  '  blowing  up 
ships  of  war'  (so  as  not  to  leave  a  man  to  relate  the  dreadful 
catastrophe)  are  humane  experiments.  We  ought  not  to  wonder 
after  this,  perhaps,  that  the  character  of  Mr.  Fulton  has  sur^ 
vived  in  America  as  that  of  an  honesty  conscientious .^  and  con^ 
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distent  man^  especially  as  Mr.  Cadwallader  Colden  has  sup-  SEC.  VUf. 
ported  his  claim  to  it^^'^  he.  v*^'^^'^*/ 

Having  painted  the  American  engineer  in  the  blackest  co- 
lours, and  denied  to  him  all  original  genius,  they  have  not, 
with  the  London  Critical  Journal,  deemed  it  advisable  to 
represent  him  as  "  a  native  of  Paisley,  in  Scotland,^  where 
he  had  steam-boats  constructed,  actually  employed  both  for 
experiment  and  use."  But  the  author  of  the  article  in 
Thompson's  Annals,  being  more  kindly  in  his  language  con- 
cerning the  merits  of  Fulton,  and  therefore  not  under  the 
same  restraint,  clinches  him  and  his  offspring  thus — "  The 
experiments  by  Mr.  Miller  on  the  Forth  and  Clyde  Canal,  we 
have  been  informed,  were  either  seen  by,  or  communicated 
to,  the  late  Mr.  Fulton,  engineer  of  America,  who,  it  is  be- 
lieved, was  a  native^  or  at  least  resided  in  this  part  of  Scot- 
land, but  afterwards  went  to  America,  where  he  had  the  merit 
and  the  honour,  of  introducing  the  steam-boat,  upon  an  ex- 
tensive scale,  on  the  great  rivers  and  lakes  of  that  country ;  so 
that  we  can  trace  this  invention  most  indisputably  to  a  British 
origin."  We  cannot  suppose  that  a  "  civil  engineer,"  treat- 
ing of  the  history  of  steam-boats,  in  the  month  of  April, 
1819,  was  ignorant  of  the  existence,  or  had  not  opened  the 
volume,  of  Fulton's  biography,  where  his  birth  place  is  so 
distinctly  and  authentically  stated.  The  misrepresentation 
which  I  have  just  quoted,  is,  therefore,  unpardonable,  and 
dishonours  the  valuable  Journal  in  which  it  is  found.  There 
is  a  littleness,  besides,  in  some  of  the  arts  practised  by  the 
Reviewers  to  gratify  tiieir  spleen  in  this  business  of  steam- 
boat navigation,  which  is  truly  pitiable.  For  instance,  in  the 
index  to  the  nineteenth  volume  of  the  Quarterly  Review,  at 
the  word  '  Colden,'  we  read,  "  The  Life  of  Robert  Fulton — 
its  bombastic  exordium  and  at  the  word  '  Fulton' — "  his  in- 
gratitude to  Englaiid^^''  &c.  the  index  being  made,  in  thia 
manner,  the  vehicle  of  reproaches  of  a  particular  nature, 
more  direct  than  are  hazarded  in  the  body  of  the  volume. 

The  Reviewers  have  not  been  content,  in  the  article  under 
consideration,  with  mangling  the  reputation  of  Fulton  and  his 
performances,  but  have  turned  aside  to  assail  another  Ameri- 
can, for  whom  his  country  has  claimed  the  merit  of  an  im- 
portant invention.    I  allude  to  Godfrey,  who  is  contemptu- 


*  They  have,  however,  in  their  twentieth  number  made  Jli:teiihouse  an 
Englishman.  The  astronomer  was  born  within  seven  miles  of  Philadelphia  ; 
and  never  absent  from  his  native  conntrv.  His  ancestors  were  of  the  banks 
of  the  Rhine. 
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ously  mentioned  in  a  note,  and  introduced  in  the  text  with 
greater  indignity.  The  note  is  as  follows — man  of  the 
name  of  Logan^we  think  as  obscure  as  Godfrey  himself  claimed 
for  the  latter^  the  zjivention  of  Hadleifs  ^ladrant ! — two  years 
after  the  description  of  it  had^  as  he  says ^  appeared  in  the  Phi- 
losophical Transactions.''''  The  reference  to  Godfrey,  in  the 
text,  is  in  this  strain — ^'  We  are  almost  malicious  enough  to 
wish  Franklin  were  alive,  to  see  with  what  little  ceremony 
his  admiring  countrymen  have  dove-tailed  him  in  between 
two  worthies,  one  of  whom  (Godfrey)  he  has  himself  desig- 
nated, in  his  correspondence,  as  a  most  dogmatical,  overbear- 
ing, and  disagreeable  fellow,  who  gave  himself  airs  because 
he  had  acquired  a  smattering  of  mathematics." 

Before  I  proceed  to  comment  upon  the  note,  which  is  too 
choice  a  specimen  of  the  temper  and  knowledge  which  these 
Reviewers  bring  to  the  discussion  of  American  affairs,  to  be 
suffered  to  remain  without  elucidation,  I  will  beg  leave  to 
quote  what  Franklin  has  really  said  of  Godfrey,  in  order  that 
my  reader  may  compare  it  at  once  with  their  report,  and 
better  understand  the  degree  of  reliance  to  be  placed  on  their 
citations.  It  is  not  in  his  Correspondence,  but  in  his  Me- 
moirs, that  Franklin  speaks  of  Godfrey,  and  it  is  in  these 
words  "  Among  the  first  members  of  our  Jnnto^  was  Thomas 
Godfrey,  a  self-taught  mathematician,  great  in  his  way^  and 
ufterxvards  inventor  of  what  is  norv  called  Hadley^s  ^ladrant. 
But  he  knew  little  out  of  his  way,  and  was  not  a  pleasing 
companion ;  as,  like  most  great  mathematicians  I  have  met 
with,  he  expected  universal  precision  in  every  thing  said,  and 
was  for  ever  denying  or  distinguishing  upon  trifles,  to  the 
disturbance  of  all  conversation.  I  continued  to  board  with 
Godfrey,  who  lived  in  part  of  my  house,  with  his  wife  and 
children,  and  had  one  side  of  the  shop  for  his  glazier's  busi- 
ness, though  he  worked  little,  being  always  absorbed  in  ma- 
thematics." So  much  for  the  smattering  of  mathematics. 
And  were  the  other  parts  of  the  pretended  designation  veri- 
iied,  it  would  be  difficult  to  perceive,  what  the  habits  of  the 
mathematician  in  society,  have  to  do  with  the  question  of 
the  invention  of  the  quadrant. 

The  "man  of  the  name  of  Logan,  as  obscure  as  Godfrey,'* 
can  be  no  other  than  "  the  honourable  and  learned  Mr.  Logan" 
of  whom  Franklin  also  speaks  in  his  Memoirs,  and  who,  next 
to  William  Penn,  makes  the  most  considerable  figure  in  the 
History  of  Pennsylvania : — whom  the  proprietary  entrusted 
wuth  the  management  of  all  his  affairs  in  the  province,  and 
cherished  through  life  as  the  ablest  and  most  faithful  of  his 
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friends  ; — who  made  valuable  communications  to  the  Royal  SEC.  VIII. 
Society,  three  of  which  are  to  be  found  in  one  volume  of  Si^'">^''w 
its  Transactions,  the  38th  whose  charges  as  Chief  Justice 
of  Peiinsylvania  were  reprinted  and  read  with  admiration, 
in  London :  who  corresponded  regularly  with  the  most 
eminent  among  the  scientific  worthies  of  his  time;  such  as 
Linnaeus,  Fabricius,  Dr.  Mead,  Dr.  Halley,  Sir  Hans  Sloan, 
Dr.  Fothergill,  Peter  Collinson,  William  Jones  (father  of 
Sir  William :)  and  whom  all  consulted  with  the  deference 
due  to  a  mind  of  the  first  order  in  the  variety  and  strength 
of  its  powers,  and  of  indefatigable  activity  in  the  cultiva- 
tion and  advancement  of  nearly  every  branch  of  knowledge. 
There  is  a  striking  similarity  in  the  talents,  studies,  and  vo- 
cation of  Dr.  Golden  and  James  Logan  ;  and  of  the  latter  I 
think  I  may  say,  without  exaggeration,  that  he  was  excelled 
in  no  respect  by  any  one  of  the  Europeans  who  settled  on 
this  continent;  and  that  if  he  is  obscure^  none  was  better 
entitled  to  the  most  brilliant  illustration.  An  '  honest 
chronicler,'  Proud,  with  whose  History  of  Pennsylvania  the 
labourers  for  the  American  department  in  the  Quarterly 
Review,  ought  not  to  be  unacquainted, — has  spoken  of  his 
living  actions,"  and  made  a  summary  exposition  of  his 
character  and  career  which  I  will  copy  for  their  instruction, 
vouching  myself,  from  personal  inquiry,  for  the  accuracy  of 
all  the  particulars. 

"  James  Logan  was  descended  of  a  family  originally  from 
Scotland,  where,  in  the  troubles  of  that  country,  occasioned  by 
the  affair  of  Earl  Goivrie^  in  the  reign  of  James  the  VI,  his 
grandfather,  Robert  Logaii^  was  deprived  of  a  considerable 
estate  ;  in  consequence  of  which,  his  father,  Patrick  Logan^ 
being  in  reduced  circumstances,  removed  into  Ireland^  and 
fixed  his  residence  at  Lurgan^  the  place  of  his  son  James^ 
birth.  Patrick  Loganh^id  the  benefit  of  a  good  education,  in 
the  university  of  Edinburgh;  where  he  commenced  master  of 
arts  ; — but  afterwards  joined  in  religious  society  with  the 
^takers. — This,  his  son,  James  Logan.,  being  endowed  with 
a  good  genius,  and  favoured  with  a  suitable  education,  made 
considerable  proficiency  in  divers  branches  of  learning  and 
science  ;  after  which  he  went  to  England;  from  whence,  in 
the  year  1699,  and  about  the  25th  of  his  age,  he  removed  to 


♦  For  the  years  1733, 1734.  One  of  the  papers  is  entitled  "Some  experi- 
ments concerning  the  Imprecation  of  the  Seeds  of  Plants;"  another  "Some 
thoughts  concerning  the  Sun  and  Moon,  when  near  the  horizon,  appearing 
larger  than  when  near  the  zenith."   See  Note  U. 
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PART  T.  Pennsylvania,  in  compan)^  with  Willmm  Pmn^  in  his  latter 
^>^*^^^W  voyage  to  Aynerica;  and  in  1701,  he  was,  by  commission 
from  the  Proprietary,  appointed  secretary  of  the  province, 
and  clerk  of  the  council  for  the  same." 

"  He  adhered  to  what  was  deemed  the  proprietary  interest ; 
and  exerted  himself  with  great  fidelity  to  it.  He  held  the 
several  offices  of  provincial  secretary,  commissioner  of  pro- 
perty, chief  justice,  and  for  near  two  years,  governed  the 
province,  as  president  of  the  council." 

Many  years  before  his  death,  he  retired  pretty  much 
from  the  hurry  and  incumbrance  of  public  affairs,  and  spen€ 
the  latter  part  of  his  time,  principally  at  Stanton^  his  country 
seat,  near  Germantown^  about  five  or  six  miles  from  Fhiladeh 
phia ;  where  he  enjoyed,  among  his  books,  that  leisure  in 
which  men  of  letters  take  delight,  and  corresponded  with  the 
literati  in  diflferent  parts  of  Europe.  He  was  well  versed  in 
both  ancient  and  modern  learning,  acquainted  with  the  ori- 
ental tongues,  a  master  of  the  Latin,  Greek,  French,  and 
Italian  languages  ;  deeply  skilled  in  the  mathematics,  and  in- 
natural  and  moral  philosophy  ;  as  several  pieces  of  his  own 
writing,  in  Latin,  &c.  demonstrate;  some  of  which  have  gone 
through  divers  impressions  in  different  parts  of  Europe.^  and 
are  highly  esteemed.  Among  his  productions  of  this  nature., 
his  Experimenta  Meletemata  de  Plantarum  Generatione^  or  his 
Experiments  on  the  Indian  Corn  or  Maize  of  America.,  with  his 
observations  arising  therefrom,  on  the  generation  of  plants, 
published  in  Latin,  at  Eeyden^  in  1739,  and  afterwards,  in 
1747,  republished  in  London.,  with  an  English  version  on  the 
opposite  page,  by  Dr.  J.  Fothergill.,  are  both  curious  and  in- 
genious.— Along  with  this  piece  was  likewise  printed,  in 
Latin,  at  Leyden.,  another  treatise,  by  the  same  author,  en- 
titled, '  Canomim  pro  inveniendis  refr  actio  num.,  turn  shnplicium^ 
turn  in  lentihus  duplicium  focis.,  demonstrationes  geometriccs? — 

Autore  Jacobo  Logan.,  Jiidice  supremo  et  Prceside  provincice 
Fensilvaniensis.,  in  America."*"*  And  in  his  old  age,  he  trans- 
lated Cicero"* s  excellent  treatise,  Z)^  senectute^  which,  with  his 
explanatory  notes,  was  printed  in  Philadelphia^  with  a  pre- 
face or  encomium,  by  Benjamin  Franklin.,  afterwards  Dr. 
Franklin^  of  that  cit}^,  in  1774.  He  was  one  of  the  people 
called  fakers.,  and  died  on  the  31st  of  October,  1751,  aged 
about  77  years  ; — leaving  as  a  monument  of  his  public  spirit 
and  benevolence  to  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  a  library, 
which  he  had  been  50  years  in  collecting ;  (since  called  the 
Loganian  Library')  intending  it  for  the  common  use  and  bene- 
fit of  all  lovers  of  learning.    It  was  said  to  contain  the  best 


BRITISH  REVIEWS. 


editions  of  the  best  books,  in  various  languages,  arts  and  SF.C.  VIIL 
sciences,  and  to  be  the  largest,  and  by  far  the  most  vakia- ^^"^^^^ 
ble,  collection  of  the  kind,  at  that  time,  in  this  part  of  the 
world." 

The  reputation  which  James  Logan  deservedly  enjoyed 
for  a  profound  acquaintance  with  the  mathematics,  led  God- 
frey to  seek  his  notice  and  aid,  and  to  consult  him  on  his 
projects  in  mechanical  philosophy.  That  of  the  improve- 
ment of  Davis's  Quadrant  struck  Logan  as  of  the  greatest 
ingenuity  and  importance ;  and  as  Godfrey  was  then  unknown 
beyond  his  native  province,  he  undertook  to  be  the  herald 
and  voucher  of  his  invention  with  the  philosophers  of  Lon- 
don. In  the  month  of  May^  1732,  he  addressed  a  letter  on 
the  subject,  to  Dr.  Edmund  Halley  ;  in  which  he  described 
full}^  the  construction  and  uses  of  Godfrey's  instrument. 
The  following  passages  of  this  letter  explain  his  views  of 
the  case,  and  the  motives  and  objects  of  his  interposition. 

"  I  shall  presume,  from  thy  favour  shown  to  me  in  England, 
in  1724,  to  communicate  an  invention  that,  whether  it  an* 
swer  the  end  or  not,  will  be  allowed,  I  believe,  to  deserve 
thy  regard.   I  have  it  thus." 

"  A  young  man  born  in  this  country,  Thomas  Godfrey  by- 
name, by  trade  a  glazier,  who  had  no  other  education  than  to 
learn  to  read  and  write,  with  a  little  common  arithmetic, 
having  in  his  apprenticeship  with  a  very  poor  man  of  that 
trade,  accidentally  met  with  a  mathematical  book,  took  such 
a  fancy  to  the  study,  that,  by  the  natural  strength  of  his  genius, 
without  any  instructor,  he  soon  made  himself  master  of  that, 
and  of  every  other  of  the  kind  he  could  borrow  or  procure  in 
English  ;  and  finding  there  was  more  to  be  had  in  Latin  books, 
under  all  imaginable  discouragements,  applied  himself  to  the 
study  of  that  language,  till  he  could  pretty  well  understand 
an  author  on  these  subjects ;  after  which,  the  first  time  I  ever 
saw  or  heard  of  him,  to  my  knowledge,  he  came  to  borrow 
Sir  Isaac  Newton's  Principia  of  me.   Inquiring  of  him  here- 
upon, who  he  was,  I  was  indeed  astonished  at  his  request ; 
but,  after  a  little  discourse,  he  soon  became  welcome  to  that 
or  any  other  book  I  had.    This  young  man  about  18  months 
since^  told  me  he  had  for  some  time  been  thinking  of  an  in- 
strument for  taking  the  distances  of  the  stars  by  reflecting 
speculums,  which  he  believed  might  be  of  service  at  sea ; 
and  not  long  after  he  showed  me  a  common  sea  quadrant,  to 
which  he  had  fitted  two  pieces  of  looking-glass  in  such  a 
manner  as  brought  two  stars  at  almost  any  distance  to  coin- 
.cide.  (Then  follows  a  description  of  the  instrument.) 

But  I  am  now  sensible  I  have  trespassed  in  being  so 
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PART  I.  particular  when  writing  to  Dr.  Halley :  for  I  v>  ^^ll  know  that- 
to  a  gentleman  noted  for  his  excellent  talent  of  reading,  ap- 
prehending, and  p^reatly  improving,  less  would  have  been 
sufficient;  but,  as  this  possibly  may  be  communicated  by 
thee,  I  shall  crave  leave  farther  to  add,  that  the  use  of  the 
instrument  is  very  easv,"  &:c. 

"  If  the  method  of  discovering  the  longitude  by  the  moon 
is  to  meet  with  a  revv'ard,  and  this  instrument,  which,  for  all 
that  I  have  ever  read  or  heard  of,  is  an  invention  altogether 
new,  be  made  use  of,  in  that  case  I  would  recommend  the 
inventor  to  thy  justice  and  notice.  He  now  gets  his  own  and 
family's  bread  (for  he  is  married)  by  the  labour  of  his  own 
hands  onlv,  by  that  mean  trade.  lie  had  begun  to  make  ta- 
bles of  the  moon  on  the  very  same  principles  xvith  thine^  till  I 
lately  put  a  copy  of  those  that  have  lain  so  many  years  print- 
ed^ but  not  published^  with  W.  Innys^  into  his  hands^  and  then 
highly  approving  them^  he  desistedP 

In  the  same  year,  1732,  Godfrey  prepared,  himself,  an  ac- 
count of  his  invention,  addressed  to  the  Royal  Society;  but 
it  was  not  then  transmitted,  from  the  expectation  which  he 
entertained  of  the  effect  of  the  letter  to  Halley.  No  notice, 
however,  was  taken  of  it  by  Halley,  and  after  an  interval  of 
a  year  and  a  half,  Logan  resolved  to  have  the  matter  sub- 
mitted immediatelv  to  the  Royal  Societv.  For  this  purpose 
he  transmitted  a  copy  of  the  letter,  together  with  the  paper  of 
Godfrey,  to  Mr.  Peter  Collinson,  an  eminent  botanist  and 
member  of  the  society-,  engaging  him  to  lay  them  before 
that  body.  The  result  is  detailed  in  the  following  authentic 
letter^  to  Logan,  from  his  respectable  friend,  Captain  Wright, 
who  took  charge  of  his  communications  to  Collinson. 

London,  Feb.  4th,  1734. 

Mr.  Ja:j.ies  Logan. 

Sir — Your  favour  of  December  4th  I  have  received,  and 
immediately  carried  that  inclosed  to  Mr.  Collinson  (Jan.  26) 
who  with  pleasure  received  that,  as  he  had  done  the  former ; 
and  after  reading  it,  with  an  agreeable  smile,  he  said,  I  make 
no  doubt  of  removing  the  uneasiness  our  good  friend  is  under, 
which  is  all  caused  by  some  of  Dr.  Hallefs  cunningP  He 
very  much  referred  to  the  management  of  Mr.  Jones's  inte- 
rest, as  well  as  using  his  own,  to  have  your  letters  communi- 


*  Taken  from  the  original,  in  the  possession  of  Dr.  Georg-e  Log^n,  the 
grandson  of  James  Logan,  and  who  forms  one  pretty  notable  exception  at 
Jeast,  to  the  rule  of  the  Quarterly  Review — that  "  tiiere  is  no  such  persoit 
known  in  America  as  a  respectable  country  g-eutleman." 
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cated  to  the  Royal  Society  in  the  most  proper  and  likely  SEC.  VIII. 
manner  to  have  effect.  v-^'>'^'^ 

I  soon  found  means  to  take  a  glass  with  Mr.  Jones,=^  who 
gave  me  his  company  a  whole  afternoon ;  xvhen  he  often  hinted 
at  Dr.  Halky^s  ungenerous  treatment  of  you but  said  that  was 
not  the  only  thne^for  the  doctor  had  been  guilty  of  such  things 
to  others.  He  very  strongly  believes  Mr.  Hadley  was  the 
inventor  of  his  own  instrument,  and  gives  these  reasons  to 
support  it :  That  as  he  had  dwelt  so  long  on  improving  and 
bringing  to  perfection  the  reflecting  telescope,  he  could  not 
miss  of  knowing  how  to  bring  two  objects  to  coincide  by  spe- 
culums  ;  and  he  as  firmly  believes  "Thomas  Godfrey  was  the 
inventor  of  his  instrument  by  the  strength  of  his  genius  as  Had- 
ley was  of  his  by  his  help  from  the  refecting  telescope^  and 
says  each  one  ought  to  have  the  merit  of  his  own  instrument. 
He  then  asked  me  the  use  of  the  bow  I  brought  him  last  year, 
and  in  what  respect  it  exceeded  Davis's  quadrant  ?  I  told  him 
as  far  as  I  could,  but  that  for  my  own  part  I  had  never  used 
it.  He  was  pleased  with  the  invention,  and  said  it  deserved 
notice,  if  it  answered  what  was  proposed,  and  desired  I  would 
get  one  made  ;  for  it  would  signify  nothing  to  mention  it  to  the 
society,  without  a  model ;  and  that,  being  produced,  would  be 
a  strong  voucher  for  Thomas  Godfrey,  to  show  that  he  had  a 
capacity  and  a  genius  tending  that  way ;  and  it  would  be  a 
very  good  introduction  for  the  reading  of  your  letter  to  Dr. 
Haliey.  I  got  one  made  in  two  days,  and  carried  it  to  Mr. 
CoUinson  (30th  Jan.)  who  sent  it  to  Sir  Hans  Sloan's  ;  where 
it  underwent  an  examination  by  four  or  five  members,  one  of 
which  was  Mr.  Hadley,  who,  with  the  others,  highty  approved 
of  it.  The  next  day  it  was  produced  to  the  Royal  Society, 
where  Mr.  Norris  and  myself  were  introduced  by  Mr.  CoUin- 
son ;  and  upon  reading  the  description  of  the  bow,  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  hearing  your  first  letter  to  Dr.  Halley  read,  which 
was  all  that  was  then  read ;  and  when  done,  Mr.  Machen  ad- 
dressed the  president  (or  the  gentleman  who  supplied  his 
place  ;  for  Sir  H.  Sloan  was  not  there,  being  absent  upon  ac- 
count of  his  brother-in-law's  death),  and  said  he  had  the 
vouchers  ready  on  the  table  for  any  one'' s  perusal.,  who  might 
doubt  of  the  truth  of  that  letter.,  or  the  instrument  being  ge- 
nuine, and  no  ways  taken  from  Mr.  Hadley's,  but  found  out 
about  the  same  time  that  his  was,  or  rather  prior  to  it,  if  the 
vouchers  were  true ;  and  if  they  are  not,  then,  said  he,  we 


*  Father  of  the  celebrated  Sir  William  Jones,  and  an  eiuineut  mathema- 
tician. 
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must  believe  that  all  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  are  combined 
to  impose  on  the  society — which  no  reasonable  man  can  do." 
He  said  some  shrewd  things  of  Dr.  Halley^  and  concluded  with 
saying  that  the  inventor  claimed  the  justice  of  having  that;^ 
description  registered,  which  he  thought  no  one  could  deny 
him ;  and  should  that  instrument  be  the  park  for  the  longi- 
tude, the  inventors  of  the  rest  must  dispute  their  priority 
before  the  learned  in  law.  No  person  said  any  thing  against 
it^  so  that  it  will  be  registered.  Mr.  Williams  has  been  under 
some  pain  for  these  two  transactions,  as  miscarried  in  Jones's 
hands,  but  hope  he  has  cleared  it  up  to  your  satisfaction.  If 
not,  I  am  certain  of  doing  it  on  my  arrival. 

My  hearty  desires  for  yours  and  your  good  family's  healthj^ 
to  whom  my  best  respects.    I  am,  dear  sir, 

Your  obliged  humble  servant, 

Edward  Wright. 

In  the  month  of  June,  1734,  Mr.  Logan  addressed  to  the 
Royal  Society,  "  A  further  Account  of  Thomas  Godfrey's 
Improvement  of  Davis's  Quadrant  transferred  to  the  Mari- 
ner's Bow,"  which,  under  this  title,  was  inserted  implicitly  in 
the  volume  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Society  for  the 
same  year.*  I  proceed  to  extract  some  parts  of  Logan's 
paper,  which  develop  further  the  history  of  the  case. 

"  Being  informed  that  this  improvement,  proposed  by 
Godfrey,  of  this  place,  for  observing  the  sun's  altitude  at 
sea,  with  more  ease  and  expedition  than  is  practicable  by: 
the  common  instrument  in  use  for  that  purpose,  was  last 
winter  laid  before  the  Royal  Society,  in  his  own  description 
of  it,  and  that  some  gentlemen  wished  to  see  the  benefit  in- 
tended by  it  more  fully  and  clearly  explained,  I,  who  have 
here  the  opportunity  of  knowing  the  author's  thoughts  on  such 
subjects,  being  persuaded  in  my  judgment,  that,  if  the  in- 
strument, as  he  proposes  it,  be  brought  into  practice,  it  will 
in  many  cases,  be  of  great  service  to  navigation,  have,  there- 
fore, thought  it  proper  to  draw  up  a  more  full  account  of  it 
than  the  author  himself  has  given,"  &c. 

"  Some  masters  of  vessels,  who  sail  from  hence  to  the  West 
Indies,  have  got  some  of  them  made,  as  well  as  they  can  be 
done  here,  and  have  found  so  great  advantage  in  the  facility 
and  the  ready  use  of  them  in  those  southerly  latitudes,  that 
they  reject  all  others.  It  is  now  four  years  since  Thomas 
Godfrey  hit  oh  this  improvement:  for  his  account  of  it,  laid 


*  Month  of  Dec^imber.  A-rticle  3d. 
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before  the  society  last  winter,  in  which  he  mentioned  two  SEC.  VTII. 
years,  was  wrote  in  1732  ;  and  in  the  same  year,  1730,  after  s^-v^w 
he  was  satisfied  in  this  of  a  real  improvement  in  the  quadrant, 
he  applied  himself  to  think  of  the  other,  viz.  the  reflecting 
instrument  hy  speculums,  for  a  help  in  the  case  of  longitude, 
though  it  is  also  useful  in  taking  altitudes  ;  and  one  of  these, 
as  has  been  abundantly  proved  by  the  maker,  and  those  who 
had  it  with  them,  was  taken  to  sea,  and  there  used  in  ob- 
serving the  latitude,  the  winter  of  that  year,  and  brought 
back  to  Philadelphia  before  the  end  of  February,  1731,  and 
was  in  my  keeping  some  months  immediately  after." 

"  It  was  indeed  unhappy,  that,  having  it  in  my  power,  see- 
ing he  had  no  acquaintance  nor  knowledge  of  persons  in  Eng- 
land, that  I  transmitted  not  an  account  of  it  sooner.  But  I  had 
other  affairs  of  more  importance  to  me ;  and  it  was  owing  to 
an  accident  which  gave  me  some  uneasiness,  viz.  his  attempt- 
ing to  publish  some  account  of  it  in  print  here,  that  I  trans- 
mitted it  at  last,  in  May,  1732,  to  Dr.  Halley,  to  whom  I  made 
no  doubt  but  the  invention  would  appear  entirely  new ;  and 
I  must  own  I  could  not  but  wonder  that  our  good  will  at  least 
was  never  acknowledged.  This,  on  my  part,  was  all  the  merit 
I  had  to  claim,  nor  did  I  then,  or  now,  assume  any  other  in 
either  of  these  instruments.  I  only  wish  that  the  ingenious 
inventor  himself  might,  by  some  means,  be  taken  notice  of, 
-in  a  manner  that  might  be  of  real  advantage  to  him." 

In  his  letter  to  the  Royal  Society,  Godfrey  expresses  him- 
self in  the  simple  and  natural  manner  which  bespeaks  entire 
sincerity.  He  begins  thus — "Gentlemen:  As  none  are  bet- 
ter able  than  the  Royal  Society  to  prove  and  judge  whether 
such  inventions  as  are  proposed  for  the  advancing  useful 
knowledge  will  answer  the  pretensions  of  the  inventors  or  not; 
and  as  I  have  been  made  acquainted,  though  at  so  great  a  dis- 
tance, of  the  candour  of  your  learned  Society  in  giving  en- 
couragement to  such  as  merit  approbation,  I  have,  therefore, 
presumed  to  lay  before  the  Society,  the  following,  craving  par- 
don for  mv  boldness."  He  then  states  that  finding  with  what 
difficulty  a  tolerable  observation  of  the  sun  was  taken  by 
Davis's  quadrant;  he,  therefore,  applied  his  thoughts  for  up- 
wards of  two  years,  to  find  a  certain  instrument.  After  de- 
scribing his  improvement  and  the  extent  of  its  utility,  he  con- 
cludes with  the  following  phrase — "  I  hope  Dr.  Halley  has 
received  a  more  full  account  of  this  from  J.  Logan,  Esq.; 
therefore  I  shall  add  no  more  than  that  I  am,  kc." 

Neither  Logan  nor  Godfrey  knew  at  the  date  of  these  com- 
munications, that  Mr.  John  Hadley,  the  vice-president  of  the 
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PART  I.  Royal  Society,  had  presented  a  paper  to  that  body,  dated  May 
^^"^^"^^  13th,  1731,*  containing  a  full  description  and  rationale  of  a 
reflecting  quadrant  of  the  same  character,  which  he  claimed 
as  his  invention,  and  that  his  paper  was  inserted  in  the  volume 
of  the  Philosophical  Transactions,  for  that  year.  This  com- 
munication of  Hadley  is  the  foundation  of  his  title  to  the  in- 
vention. There  is  no  direct  proof,  which  I  can  discover,  of 
his  having  seen,  or  heard  of  Godfrey's  instrument ;  but  the 
quotations  which  I  have  made  establish  the  following  facts — 
that  Godfrey,  without  the  advantage  of  a  hint,  or  of  aid  from 
any  quarter,  completed  it  in  the  year  1730  ;  that  it  was  taken 
to  sea  soon  after,  and  there  used,  in  the  course  of  the  winter 
of  that  year,  in  observing  the  latitude,  and  brought  back  be- 
fore the  end  of  February,  1731  ;  that  there  was,  therefore,  a 
possibilitv  of  its  being  made  known  to  Hadley,  within  good 
time  for  the  preparation  of  his  paper  of  the  month  of  May. 

The  tradition  in  Philadelphia  is,  that  it  was  carried  to  Ja- 
maica by  a  captain  of  Godfrey's  acquaintance,  and  shown  there 
to  a  captain  of  a  ship  just  departing  for  England,  who  gave 
information  of  it  to  Hadley,  as  a  person  distinguished  for  his 
skill  and  ingenuity  in  the  construction  and  improvement  of 
optical  instruments.  Be  this  as  it  may,  the  merit  of  priority, 
such  as  it  is,  lies  manifestly  with  Godfrey  ;  his  invention  was 
as  complete,  and  passed  quickly  into  use  among  the  American 
masters  of  vessels.  Mr.  Logan  could  have  no  imaginable 
motive  except  benevolence  and  the  promotion  of  science,  for 
producing  and  urging  the  claims  of  Godfrey  ;  he  expressly 
disavows  any  pretension  to  a  share  in  the  invention  ;  his  emi- 
nent capacity  to  judge  of  its  character  precludes  all  idea  of 
his  having  been  deceived,  as  the  elevation  of  his  nature  and 
station  does  that  of  his  having  stooped  to  practise  a  decep- 
tion. It  will  be  seen,  by  an  extract  which  I  am  about  to  make 
from  one  of  his  letters,  of  a  later  date,  to  the  mathematician 
Wm.  Jones,  that  he  retained  his  persuasion  of  Godfrey's 
title,  and  was  not  without  suspicion  of  foul  play. 

"  I  have  very  little  to  say  on  the  subject  of  instruments,  but 
as  in  thy  teaching,  I  formerly  observed  thy  methods  greatly 
excelled  in  neatness,  so  one  instrument  may  for  speed  and 
certainty  very  much  exceed  another  ;  and  Thomas  Godfrey's 
inventions  were,  I  think,  truly  valuable,  that  by  the  reflecting 
speculums  appears  extremely  so.  I  have  here  seen  two  of 
them  as  made^by  Hadley's  direction,  who  enjoys  both  the  re- 


•  The  volume  of  the  Transactions  in  which  it  is  contained,  was  not,  in 
fact,  published,  until  after  the  date  of  Logan's  Letters. 
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putation  and  profit  of  them,  and  I  cannot  hut  admire  at  z/.SEC. 
Thomas  Godfrey  has  indeed  a  fine  genius  for  the  mathema-  ^-^^ 
tics,  and  it  would,  for  the  sake  of  his  birth  place,  which  is 
the  same  as  that  of  my  own  children,  be  a  great  pleasure  to 
me  to  see  him  rewarded." 

The  quotation  which  I  have  made  from  Franklin,  shows 
that  he  ascribed  the  quadrant  called  Hadley's,  to  Godfrey;  and 
as  he  at  one  time  lived  under  the  same  roof  with  the  mathe- 
matician, and  constantly  took  an  interest  in  his  affairs,  his 
testimony  is  of  no  little  moment.  We  have  a  decided  opinion 
to  the  same  effect,  from  another  of  his  cotemporaries.  Dr. 
John  Ewing,  a  provost  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  one  of  the  most  acute  and  learned  mathematicians  whom 
this  country  has  produced.^  Dr.  Rittenhouse,  when  re- 
quested to  pronounce  in  the  matter,  stated  in  writing,  "  that 
he  knew  Mr.  Godfrey  and  his  quadrant,  and  had  no  doubt 
both  Godfrey  and  Hadley  were  original  inventors  ;  that  both 
instruments  depended  upon  the  same  principles,"  &c.  A 
weight  of  authority  is  thus  found  in  favour  of  Godfrey's  merit, 
sufficient  to  satisfy  us  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  If  we 
claim  no  more  for  him  than  the  having  accomplished  simul- 
taneously the  same  as  is  ascribed  to  Hadley,  we  shall  have 
reason  to  be  proud  of  his  name  ;  and,  in  comparing  the  cir- 
cumstances of  his  education  and  situation  with  those  of  the 
vice-president  of  the  Royal  SQciety,  be  entitled  to  attribute 
to  him  a  superior,  nay  almost  unrivalled  natural  genius.  It 
is  related  that  when  Newton's  Principia  Mathematica  made 
their  appearance,  "  the  best  mathematicians  were  obliged  to 
study  them  with  care,  and  those  of  a  lower  rank  durst  not 
venture  upon  them,  till  encouraged  by  the  testimonies  of  the 
learned."  The  American  glazier,  without  encouragement 
from  any  quarter,  wholly  self-taught  in  the  mathematics  and 
in  the  Latin,  ventured  upon,  and  mastered  this  great  work  at 
an  early  age;  and  finally,  with  the  embarrassments  of  an  hum- 
ble trade,  and  extreme  poverty,  produced  the  most  useful  of 
astronomical  instruments.    He  may  have  been,  in  the  courtly 


*  See  a  paper  of  Dr.  Ewing-  in  the  1st  vol.  of  tlie  Transactions  of  A.  P.  S. ; 
describing  an  improvement  of  his  own  in  the  construction  of  Godfrey's  quad- 
rant. JJe  calls  it  the  most  useful  of  all  astronomical  instruments,  the  world 
ever  knew.  There  is  also,  inserted  in  the  American  periodical  work,  the 
Port  Folio,  for  Dec.  1817,  a  letter  of  Dr.  Ewing,  in  which  he  says,  "Logan 
gives  a  full  description  of  the  reflecting  instrument  Mr.  Godfrey  construct- 
ed, which  appears  to  be  the  very  instrument  now  in  common  use  ;  some  vefy 
trifling  differences  in  the  construction  only  excepted;  which  might  have  been 
made  by  Mr.  Hadley,  and  which  are  hardly  worth  the  mentioning  in  the  in- 
\  eiition  of  such  an  excellent  and  uncomraon  instrument.'* 
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PAKT  T.  language  of  the  Quarterly  Review,  "a  dogmatical,  overbear- 
ing  and  disagreeable  fellow;"  but  he  must  still  attract  the  hi  gh- 
est  admiration  for  the  strength  of  his  intellectual  powers,  and 
the  resolution  and  perseverance  of  his  spirit.  Let  his  coun- 
trymen, universally,  attach  his  name  to  the  quadrant,  and  in 
the  course  of  a  few  ages,  the  race  between  the  names  of  Had- 
ley  and  Godfrey  will  end  in  the  same  manner  as  the  rivalry 
of  the  British  and  American  nations  in  numbers,  power,  and 
consideration. 

There  is  not  the  least  colour,  even  for  the  supposition,  that 
the  American  mathematician  drew  the  notion  of  his  improve- 
ment upon  Davis's  quadrant,  from  an  external  source;  every 
circumstance  imposes  the  belief  that  it  was  entirely  the  pro- 
duct of  his  own  genius  and  combinations.  This  is  not  the 
case,  however,  with  respect  to  Hadley,  though  we  should  dis- 
miss from  the  question,  the  possibility  of  his  being  indebted 
to  Godfrey's  labours.  I  do  not  know  but  that  the  Quarterly 
Reviewers  may  consider  the  authority  which  I  am  about  to 
cite — Dr.  Hutton,  F.  R.  S.  of  London  and  Edinburgh,  and 
Emeritus  Professor  of  mathematics  in  the  Royal  Military 
Academy  at  Woolwich — quite  as  obscure  as  Logan  and  God- 
frey. Nevertheless,  I  will  venture  to  appeal  to  his  Mathema- 
tical and  Philosophical  Dictionary,  in  which,  at  the  article 
Quadrant,  I  find  the  following  statement. 

"  Hadley's  Quadrant.  So  called  from  its  inventor,  John 
Hadley,  Esq.  is  now  universally  used,  as  the  best  of  any  for 
nautical  and  other  observations.  It  seems  the  first  idea  of  this 
excellent  instrument  was  suggested  by  Dr.  Hooke  ;  for  Dr. 
Sprat,  in  his  History  of  the  Royal  Society,  p.  246,  mentions 
the  invention  of  a  new  instrument  for  taking  angles  by  reflec- 
tion, by  which  means  the  eye  at  once  sees  the  two  objects 
both  as  touching  the  same  point,  though  distant  almost  to  a 
semi-circle  ;  which  is  of  great  use  for  making  exact  observa- 
tions at  sea.  This  instrument  is  described  and  illustrated  by 
a  figure  in  Hooke's  posthumous  works,  p.  503.  But  as  it  ad- 
mitted of  only  one  reflection,  it  would  not  answer  the  pur- 
pose. The  matter^  however^  "was  at  last  effected  by  Sir  Isaac 
Nervtoriy  who  communicated  to  Dr  Halley  a  paper  of  his  oxvn 
writings  containing  the  description  of  an  instrument  with  two 
reflections,  which  soon  after  the  doctor's  death  was  found 
among  his  papers  by  Mr.  Jones,  by  whom  it  was  communi- 
cated to  the  Royal  Society,  and  it  was  published  in  the  Phi- 
losophical Transactions  for  the  year  1742.  How  it  happened 
that  Dr.  Halley  never  mentioned  this  in  his  life  time,  is  dijficult 
to  account  for  ;  more  especially  as  Mr.  Hadley  had  described^ 
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in  the  Transactions  for  1731,  his  instrument  ivhich  is  c^^i-SEC. 
structed  on  the  same  principles.^  Mr.  Hadley,  who  was  well 
acquainted  with  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  might  have  heard  him 
say,  that  Dr.  Hooke's  proposal  could  be  effected  by  means  of 
a  double  reflection ;  and  perhaps  in  consequence  of  this  hint, 
he  might  apply  himself,  without  any  previous  knowledge  of 
what  Newton  had  actually  done,  to  the  construction  of  his 
instrument.  Mr.  Godfrey,  too,  of  Pennsylvania,  had  re- 
course to  a  similar  expedient ;  for  which  reason  some  gen- 
tlemen of  that  colony  have  ascribed  the  invention  of  this 
excellent  instrument  to  him.  The  truth  may  probably  be.,  that 
each  of  these  gentlemen  discovered  the  method  independent  of 
one  another.'''* 

The  opinion  thus  liberally  and  decorously  expressed  by  Dr. 
Hutton,  was,  without  doubt,  that  of  the  Royal  Society  in 
1733,  when  the  whole  matter  was  brought  under  their  con- 
sideration. Otherwise,  they  never  would  have  consented  to 
admit  into  the  volume  of  their  Transactions,  the  paper  of 
Logan,  after  they  had  published  that  of  Hadley.  The  Quar- 
terly Review  has  attributed  to  Logan — how  accurately  let  the 
reader  now  decide — the  avowal  that  two  years  had  elapsed 
since  the  appearance  of  Hadley's  paper,  when  he  preferred 
the  claim  of  Godfrey.  But,  admitting  the  interval  to  be  so 
great,  if  we  admit  also,  the  facts,  of  which  there  can  be  no 
doubt, — that  Godfrey's  instrument  was  completed  in  1730, 
and  that  Logan,  when  he  communicated  the  invention  to  Dr. 
Halley,  in  1732,  believed,  as  he  asserts,  that  it  would  appear 
entirely  new  to  Halley — the  delay  in  the  communication  of  it, 
which  Logan  at  the  same  time  satisfactorily  explains,  can  fur- 
nish no  argument  nor  presumption  against  the  validity  of  God- 
frey's claim.  The  dispute  between  Sir  Isaac  Newton  and  Leib- 
nitz, concerning  the  invention  of  the  method  of  fluxions, 


*  If  we  consider  the  character  which  Halley  bore,  according  to  the  state- 
ment of  captain  Wrig-ht;  his  silence  with  respect  to  Newton's  paper ;  and 
the  suppression  of  Logan's  letter — the  conviction  forces  itself  upon  the  mind, 
that  he  had  resolved  to  secure  the  credit  of  the  invention  to  Hadley.  By 
the  History  of  the  Royal  Society,  we  find  that  on  the  first  of  September, 
1732,  after  the  receipt  of  Logan's  letter,  Halley  volunteered  to  attend,  on 
the  part  of  the  Society,  a  trial  at  sea,  of  Hadley's  quadrant,  and  reported  in 
its  favour,  without  giving  the  least  intimation  of  his  knowledge  of  the  con- 
ception or  completion  of  the  instrument  in  any  other  quarter  The  paper  of 
Nev\1:on  is  inserted  in  the  Philosophical  Transactions,  No.  465,  p.  155,  with 
the  description — "  A  true  copy  of  a  paper,  in  the  hand  writing  of  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  found  among  the  papers  of  the  late  Dr.  Halley,  containing  a  de- 
scription of  an  instruiQ€nt  for  observing  the  moon's  distance  from  the  fixed 
,stars  at  sea." 
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presents  a  case  similar  to  the  present  in  several  respects. 
Newton  published  his  method  only  in  1704,  after  Leibnitz 
had  given  his  Differential  Calculus  to  the  world.  The 
former  traced  his  invention  to  the  years  1665,  1666  ;  and 
the  Royal  Societ}-  decided  in  his  favour  upon  this  ground. 
The  scientific  world  at  large  has  acquiesced  in  the  opinion, 
that  the  credit  of  origination  is  due  to  both  these  illustrious 
philosophers  ;  and  such,  in  all  likelihood,  will  be  its  conclu- 
sion in  regard  to  Godfrey  and  Hadley. 

5.  We  might  have  expected  from  the  Quarterly  Review 
about  the  same  degree  of  scrupulosity  in  eulogizing  England 
and  its  condition,  as  in  defaming  the  United  States.  But  it 
w^as  natural  to  look  for  more  consistency  in  the  one  case  than 
we  have  found  in  the  other.  Here  we  shall  be  disappointed 
to  an  extent  which  is  truly  marvellous,  and  which  destroys  all 
confidence  in  any  of  the  generalities  so  profusely  sown  in  the 
pages  of  that  journal.  I  must  be  permitted  to  bring  together 
some  of  the  many  passages  establishing  the  instructive  fact. 

"  Since  man  has  ceased  to  exist  in  the  patriarchal  state, 
he  has  no  where,  nor  at  any  period,  existed  in  so  favourable 
a  condition,  as  in  England  at  the  present  time."  "  England 
is  of  all  parts  of  the  world,  the  most  prosperous  and  the  most 
happy,  blest  above  all  countries,  either  of  the  ancient  or  the 
modern  world."  (No.  31,  1817.) 

"  England  is  basking  in  the  broad  sunshine  of  peace  and 
prosperity.  England  wants  nothing  but  thankfulness  ;  no- 
thing but  a  due  sense  of  the  mercies  which  are  heaped  upon 
her  with  an  unsparing  hand."  (No.  37,  1818.) 

"  England,  in  the  full  glory  of  arts  and  arms,  in  the  pleni- 
tude of  her  strength  and  exuberance  of  her  wealth,  in  her 
free  government  and  pure  faith,  just  laws  and  uncorrupted 
manners^  public  prosperity  SLnd  private  happiness  ;  England,  in 
each  and  all  of  these  respects,  presents  an  object  not  to  be 
paralleled  in  past  ages  or  in  other  countries, — an  object  which 
fills  with  astonishment  the  understanding  mind,  and  which  the 
philosopher  and  the  Christian  may  contemplate  not  only  with 
complacency,  but  with  exultation,  with  the  deepest  gratitude 
to  the  Giver  of  all  good,  and  the  most  animating  hopes  for  the 
further  prospects  and  progress  of  mankind."  (April,  1816.) 

The  great  mass  of  our  population  is  in  a  state  v\'hich  renders  them  the 
easy  dupes  of  every  mischievous  dematjog-ue."  "  The  Ejiglish  are  an  un- 
educated people."  (No.  31,  1816.)  *'  The  abuse  of  the  press  is  the  curse  of 
EngUsh  liberty."  (Ibid.) 

•*  The  London  theatres  are  disgraced  bv  open  and  scandalous  immorali- 
ties." (Ibid.) 
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"  The  next  generation  may  see  gi-ass  growing' in  the  now  populous  city  of  SEC 
Nottingham,  from  the  outrages  of  the  Luddites."  (Ibid.) 

•«  Those  who  su{fered,  for  the  agricidturul  riots,  under  the  sentence  of  the 
law,  were  men  of  substance." 

"  Tlie  men  who  grow  corn  are  never  the  men  who  set  fire  to  it.  A  large 
proportion  of  the  misled  multitude,  who  have  been  burning  barns  and  corn- 
stacks,  wotdd  have  been  aiding  the  civil  power  to  repress  these  frantic  out- 
rages, if  they  had  had  their  own  little  property  to  defend.  Let  us  not  de- 
ceive ourselves !  Governments  are  safe  in  proportion  as  the  great  body  of  the 
people  are  contented,  and  men  cannot  be  contented  when  they  work  with 
thr  prospect  of-ivant  and  pauperism  before  their  eyes,  as  what  must  be  their  destiny 
at  last."    (April,  1816.) 

"  In  the  road  which  the  English  labourer  tnust  travel,  the  poor-house 
is  the  last  stage  on  the  way  to  the  grave.  Hence  it  arises,  as  a  natural  re- 
sult, that  looking  to  the  parish  as  his  ultimate  resource,  and  as  that  to  which 
he  must  come  at  last,  he  cares  not  how  soon  he  applies  to  it.  There  is 
neither  hope  nor  pride  to  withhold  him :  why  should  he  deny  himself  any 
indulgence  in  youth,  or  why  make  any  efforts  to  put  off  for  a  little  while 
that  which  is  inevitable  at  the  end  ?  That  the  labouring  poor  feel  thus,  and 
reason  thus,  and  act  in  consequence,  is  beyond  all  doubt."    (Xo.  29.) 

"  There  can  be  no  doubt,  that  Christian  slaves  are  subject  to  much  harsh 
treatment,  and  especially  in  Algiers :  but  no  Englishman  has  been  made  a  slave  : 
and  before  we  go  out  of  the  way  to  seek  for  obje^.^s  of  misery  abroad,  it  would 
be  wise  and  humane  to  relieve  those  which  we  have  at  home.  One  would 
think  that  the  general  distress  in  the  agricultural  and  manufacturing  classes ; 
the  state  of  the  poor — the  prisons — the  hospitals  and  mad  houses ;  would 
supply  us  with  abundant  objects  to  relieve  the  plethora  of  philanthropy  with 
which  we  seem  to  be  bursting."  (Ibid.) 

"  if  adversity  be  favourable  to  the  development  of  our  virtues,  (and  in- 
deed many  of  our  noblest  qualities  would  never  be  developed  under  any  other 
discipline,)  there  is  a  degree  of  misery  which  is  fatal  to  them,  and  which 
hardens  the  heart  as  much  as  manual  labour  indurates  the  skin,  and  destroys 
all  finer  sense  of  touch.  (Ibid.) 

"  Mournful  as  this  is,  it  is  far  more  mournful  to  contemplate  the  effects  of 
extreme  poverty  in  the  midst  of  a  civilized  and  flourishing  society.  The 
wretched  native  of  Terra  del  Fuego,  or  of  the  nortliern  extremity  of  Ame- 
rica, sees  notliing  around  him  which  aggravates  his  own  wretchedness  by 
comparison ;  the  chief  fares  no  better  than  the  rest  of  the  horde,  and  the 
slave  no  worse  than  his  master ;  the  privations  which  they  endure  are  com- 
mon to  all ;  they  know  of  no  state  happier  than  their  own,  and  submit  to 
their  miserable  circumstances  as  to  a  law  of  nature.  But  in  a  country  like 
ours,  there  exists  a  contrast  which  continually  forces  itself  upon  the  eye 
and  upon  the  reflective  faculty.  There  was  a  methodist  dabbler  in  art,  who, 
in  the  days  of  our  childhood,  used  to  edify  the  public  with  allegorical  prints 
from  the  great  manufactory  of  Carrington  Bowles ;  one  of  these  curious 
compositions  represented  a  human  figure,  of  which  the  right  side  was 
dressed  in  the  full  fashion  of  the  day,  while  the  left  was  undressed  to  the 
very  bones,  and  displayed  a  skeleton.  The  contrast  in  this  worse  than 
Mezentian  imagination  is  not  more  frightful,  than  that  between  health  and 
squalid  pauperism,  who  are  every  day  jostling  each  other  in  the  street." 
(Ibid.) 

"  It  is  but  too  true  we  fear,  that,  within  the  last  thirty  years,  a  consider- 
able degradation  of  moral  character,  has  been  observable  among  tlie  lower 
ranks  of  society;  we  wish  we/ could  say  that  it  mounted  no  higher.  The 
ostentatious  display  of  charitable  donations,  pasted  in  front  of  the  public 
^  newspapers,  would  seem  to  have  subdued  that  pride  and  independence  of 
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PART  I.  feeling-,  which  would  once  have  shrunk  from  being  held  up  as  tlie  objects 
^^^^-K/^  M  of  such  charity." 

"  The  labouring-  people  of  Scotland  live  chiefly  on  potatoes  and  oat-meal. — 
In  the  nortliern  counties  of  England,  these  furnish  the  principal  part  of 
every  meal,  and  it  is  well  known  that  nine-tenths  of  the  population  of  Ireland 
subsist  almost  entirely  upon  them."    (No.  24.) 

"  The  article  of  fish  is  a  luxury  in  all  the  great  cities  and  towns  of  the 
empire  ;  is  confined  to  the  upper  ranks  of  society."  (Ibid.) 

"  The  prices  of  provisions  in  London  are  shamefully  kept  up  by  monopo- 
lies, arising  out  of  overgrown  capitals."  (Ibid.) 

"  The  sudden  stoppage  of  any  particular  branch  of  manufacture  usually 
sends  multitudes  to  the  poor-house."  (Ibid.) 

"  In  some  parts  of  England,  the  paupers  average  nearly  one-fourtli  of  the 
population."  (Ibid.) 

"  The  recent  parliainentary  enquiry  has  shown  that  there  are  from  120  to 
130,000  children  in  the  metropolis  without  the  means  of  education,  4,000  of 
whom  are  let  out  by  their  parents  to  beggars,  or  employed  in  pilfering. 

like  proportion  ivoidd  be  found  in  (dl  ovr  large  cities,  and  throughout  the  manw- 
factvring  districts  a  far  greater."    (No.  29.) 

"  "When  w  e  have  stated  upon  the  authority  of  Parliament  that  there  are 
above  130,000  children  in  London,  who  are  at  this  time  without  the  means 
of  education,  and  that  there  are  from  three  to  four  thousand  who  are  let  out 
to  beggars  and  trained  up  ir.  dishonesty, — even  this  represents  only  a  part  of 
the  evil ;  if  the  children  are  without  education,  the  parents  are  without  reli- 
gion ;  in  the  metropolis  of  this  enlightened  nation,  the  church  to  wOiich  they 
should  belong  has  provided  for  them  no  places  of  worship;  and  '  tn'o-tMrds 
of  the  lower  order  of  people  in  London,'  Sir  Thomas  Bernard  says,  *  live  as 
uitei'ly  ignorajit  of  the  doctrines  and  duties  of  Christia7iity,  and  are  as  errant  and 
imcom-erted  pagans,  as  if  they  had  existed  in  the  ivildest  part  of  Jlfrica^  The 
case  is  the  same  in  Manchester,  Leeds,  Bristol,  Sheffield,  and  in  all  our  large 
toivns  ,•  the  greatest  part  of  our  mamifacttiHng  populace,  of  the  miners  and  col- 
liers, are  in  the  same  comUtion,  and  if  they  are  not  universally  so,  it  is  more  ow- 
ing to  the  zeal  of  the  methodisls  tlian  to  any  other  cause."  (Ibid.) 

Most  of  the  paragraphs  just  quoted  refer  to  the  year  1816 : 
and  lest  it  should  be  supposed  that  the  representation  of  this 
journal  concerning  the  state  of  English  affairs  at  home,  might 
be,  at  a  later  period,  altogether  of  an  opposite  complexion, 
I  will  make  some  further  quotations  from  the  number  for 
September,  1818,  and  take  them  from  the  article  immediately 
preceding  the  one  in  which  it  is  said  that  "England  wants 
absolutely  nothing  but  thankfulness." 

**  Children  are  daily  to  be  seen  in  hundreds  and  thousands  about  the 
streets  of  London,  brought  up  in  misery  and  mendicity,  first,  to  every  kind 
of  suffering,  afterwards  to  every  kind  of  guilt,  the  boys  to  theft,  the  girls  to 
prostitution,  and  this  not  from  accidental  causes,  but  from  an  obvious  defect 
in  our  institutions  !  Throughout  all  our  great  cities,  throughout  all  our  mamifac- 
luring  counties,  the  case  is  the  same  as  in  the  capital.  And  this  public  and  no- 
torious evil,  this  intolerable  reproach,  has  been  going  on  year  after  year,  in- 
creasing as  our  prosperity  has  increased,  but  in  an  accelerated  ratio.  If  this 
were  regarded  by  itself  alone,  distinct  from  all  other  evils  and  causes  of  evil, 
it  might  well  excite  shame  for  the  past,  astonishment  for  the  present,  and  ap- 
prehension for  the  future;  but  if  it  be  regarded  in  connection  with  the  in« 
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crease  cf  pauperism,  the  condition  of  the  manufacturing  populace,  and  the  SEC.  VIII. 
indefalig-able  zeal  with  which  the  most  pernicious  principles  of  every  kind  v^-v^w 
are  openly  disseminated,  in  contempt  and  defiance  of  the  law  and  of  all 
things  sacred,  the  whole  would  seem  to  form  a  fund  of  vice,  misery,  and 
wickedness,  by  which  not  only  our  wealth,  power,  and  prosperity,  but  all 
that  constitutes  the  pride,  all  'that  constitutes  the  happiness  of  the  British 
nation  is  in  danger  of  being  absorbed  and  lost." 

"  The  sternest  republican  that  ever  Scotland  produced  was  so  struck  by 
this  reflection,  that  he  did  not  hesitate  to  wish  foi^  the  re-establishment  of  do- 
vijstic  slavery^  as  a  remedy  for  the  squalid  wretchedness  and  audacious  guilt 
with  which  his  country  was  at  that  time  overrun." 

"  So  httle  provision  has  been  made  for  rehgious  and  moral  education 
in  our  institutions,  and  so  generally  is  it  neglected  by  individuals  as  well 
as  by  the  state,  that  the  youth  in  humble  hfe,  who  has  been  properly  in- 
structed in  his  duty  towards  God  and  man,  may  be  regarded  as  unusually- 
fortunate.  The  populace  in  England  are  more  ignorant  of  their  religious 
duties  than  they  are  in  any  other  Christian  country." 

*'  They  who  reflect  upon  the  course  of  society  in  this  country,  cannot,  in- 
deed, but  perceive  that  the  opportunities  and  temptations  to  evil  have  great- 
ly increased,  while  the  old  restraints,  of  every  kind,  have  as  generally  fallen 
into  disuse.  The  stocks  are  now  as  commonly  in  a  state  of  decay  as  the 
market-cross ;  and  while  the  population  has  doubled  upon  the  church  esta- 
blishment, the  number  of  ale-houses  has  increased  tenfold  in  proportion  to  the 
population.''* 

*'  What  then  are  the  causes  of  pauperism  ?  misfortune  in  one  instance, 
misconduct  in  fifty;  want  of  frugahty,  want  of  forethought,  want  of  prudence, 
want  of  principle  ; — -want  of  hope  also  shoidd  be  added.'* 

"  To  work  a  reformation  in  the  metropoUs,  indeed,  is  a  task  that  might 
dismay  Hercules  himself ;  a  huge  Augean  stable,  which  the  whole  Thames 
hath  not  water  enough  to  cleanse  !  Yet  the  greater  the  evil,  the  more 
urgent  is  the  necessity  and  duty  of  setting  about  the  great  business  of  re- 
moving it  as  far  as  we  may.  The  points  to  be  considered  are,  in  what  man- 
ner we  may  hope  to  effect  the  greatest  sdleviation  of  human  misery,  to 
mitigate  the  sufferings  of  the  poor,  to  amend  their  morals,  and  to  redress 
their  ivrojigs.  Let  no  man  think  the  expression  is  overcharged.  If  any  hu- 
man creatures,  born  in  the  midst  of  a  highly  civilized  country,  are  yet,  by 
the  circmnstances  of  their  birth  and  breeding,  placed  in  a  worse  conchtion, 
both  as  physical  and  moral  beings,  than  they  would  have  been  had  they  been 
born  among  the  savages  of  America  or  Australia ;  the  society  in  which  tliey 
live  has  not  done  its  duty  towards  them  :  they  are  aggrieved  by  the  esta- 
blished system  of  things,  being  made  amenable  to  its  laws,  and  having  re- 
ceived none  of  its  benefits  :  till  this  be  rectified,  the  scheme  of  polity  is  in- 
complete, and  while  it  exists  to  any  extent,  as  it  notoriorisly  does  exist  at  this 
time,  in  this  counti^y,  the  foundation  of  social  order  is  insecure." 

"  It  is  said  among  the  precious  fragments  of  king  Edward,  that  when 
prayers  had  been,  with  good  consideration  set  forth,  the  people  must  con- 
tinually be  allured  to  hear  them ;  instead  of  this,  a  great  proportion  are 
actually  excluded,  for  all  tJie  churches  in  the  metropolis,  ivith  all  the  private 
chapels  and  conventicles  of  every  description  added  to  them,  are  not  sufficient  t» 
accommodate  a  fourth  part  of  the  inhabitants^  upon  the  present  system  of  con- 
ducting public  worship." 

"  Forty  or  fifty  years  ago,  murder  was  so  rarely  committed  in  this  coun- 
try that  any  person  who  has  amused  himself  with  looking  over  the  magazines 
or  registers  of  those  times,  might  call  to  mind  every  case  that  occurred 
during  ten  or  twenty  years,  more  easily  than  he  could  recollect  those  of  the 
last  twelve  months ;  for  scarcely  a  weekly  newspaper  comes  from  the  press 
without  its  tale  of  blood.    And  as  the  crisis  becomes  more  frequent,  it  has 
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PART  I.  been  marked,  if  that  be  jjossible,  with  more  ferociousness,  as  if  there  were 
s^^-V"^^  not  only  an  increase  of  criminals,  but  as  if  guilt  itself  was  assuming  a  more 
malignant  and  devilish  type." 

"  Looking,  however,  to  those  causes  which  are  within  reach  of  disci- 
pline and  law,  certain  it  is,  that  the  increase  of  crimes  is  attributable  in  no 
slight  degree  to  the  abominable  state  of  our  prisons,  which,  for  the  most 
part,  have  hitherto  been  nurseries  of  hcentiousness,  and  schools  of  guilt, 
rather  than  places  of  correction,  so  that  the  young  offender  comes  out  of 
confinement  in  every  respect  worse  than  he  went  in." 

9.  The  two  presiding  reviews  of  Great  Britain  having 
put  the  American  people  under  the  ban,  those  of  the  second 
rank  naturally  followed  so  grateful  an  example.  I  do  not 
know  whether  I  ought  to  apply  this  description  to  the  "  Bri- 
tish Review,  or  London  Critical  Journal,"  a  quarterly  pub- 
lication, which,  in  general,  is  marked  by  nearly  an  equal 
degree  of  learning  and  ability  with  its  predecessors.  It 
maintains  the  same  principles,  religious  and  political,  as  the 
Quarterly,  and  has,  of  course,  entered  the  lists  against  the 
American  republic.  The  number  for  May,  1819,  contains 
a  copious  article,  headed  "  Actual  Condition  of  the  United 
States,"  and  pretended  to  be  drawn  from  the  late  works  on 
this  country.  I  have  only  to  cull  some  passages  from  the 
article,  to  show  what  a  rich  source  of  correct  information 
and  benevolent  temper  has  been  opened  to  the  British  pub- 
lic, in  the  London  Critical  Journal. 

"  The  government  of  Washington,  identifying  extent  of 
territory  with  actual  power  and  future  greatness,  continues 
to  add  lands  to  the  immense  provinces  which  it  already 
possesses  ;  it  eagerly  embraces  every  opportunity,  arising 
from  the  weakness  or  misfortunes  of  its  neighbours,  to 
provide  fields  for  remote  generations,  who,  it  flatters  itself, 
will  one  day  outstrip  all  other  nations  in  warlike  exploits 
and  commercial  wealth,  under  the  auspicious  stars  of  the 
Union.  The  present  rulers  of  America  appear  to  think  that 
they  shall  favour  most  successfully  the  rising  fortunes  of 
their  country  by  procuring  soil  whereon  American  heroes 
and  lawgivers  may  spring  up  in  their  order  to  fulfil  their 
high  destinies." 

"  In  the  United  States,  a  debt  contracted  in  one  state  can- 
not be  sued  for  in  the  next ;  and  a  man  who  has  committed 
murder  in  Virginia,  cannot  be  apprehended  if  he  make  his 
way  into  the  neighbouring  lands  of  Kentucky."* 

*  "  The  citizens  of  each  state  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and 
immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  states. 

"  A  person  charged  in  any  state  with  treason,  felony,  or  other  crime,  who 
shall  flee  from  justice,  and  be  found  in  another  state,  shall,  on  the  demand  of 
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*'  The  states  of  America  can  never  have  a  native  literature  SEC.  A'liL 
any  more  than  they  can  have  a  native  character.  Even  their  v-^v'^w 
wildernesses  and  deserts,  their  mountains,  lakes,  and  forests, 
will  produce  nothing  romantic  or  pastoral ;  no  '  native  wood- 
note  wild'  will  ever  be  heard  from  their  prairies  or  savan- 
nahs; for  these  remote  regions  are  only  relinquished  by  pagan 
savages  to  receive  into  their  deep  recesses  hordes  of  dis- 
contented democrats,  mad,  unnatural  enthusiasts,  and  needy 
or  desperate  adventurers." 

"  The  steam-boat  was  hatched  in  Great  Britain,  and  only 
acquired  some  small  additional  strength  of  pinion  upon  its 
migration  across  the  Atlantic." 

We  are  informed  that  experiments  of  sailing  ships  by 
means  of  steam  were  publicly  exhibited  on  the  Forth  and 
Clyde  canal  in  1787;  and  were  either  actually  witnessed  by 
Mr.  Fulton,  or  communicated  to  that  engineer,  who  was 
then  a  resident  in  that  part  of  Scotland^  of  "which  he  was  un- 
derstood to  be  a  native.  In  answer  to  some  enquiries  which 
7ve  have  made  personally  on  this  subject,  we  were  told  that 
Fulton  was  a  native  of  Paisley.,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which 
place,  he  had  steam-boats  constructed,  actually  employed 
both  for  experiment  and  use,  and  that  he  afterwards  carried 
the  invention  to  America,"  &c. 

"  In  the  southern  parts  of  the  Union,  the  rites  of  our  holy 
faith  are  almost  never  practised." 

When  the  American  captains  could  not  fight  to  advan- 
tage, during  the  last  war,  they  ran  away  and  in  some  instan- 
ces  most  shamefully.  Their  Frolic.^  for  instance,  after  vainly 
endeavouring  to  escape  by  flight,  surrendered  to  the  Orpheus 
and  Shelburne,  without  firing  a  single  shot."^ 

"  The  Americans  may  become  a  powerful  people,  but  they 


the  executive  authority  of  the  state,  from  which  he  fled,  be  dehvered  up,  to 
be  removed  to  the  state  having  jurisdiction  of  the  crime." — Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  Article  IV.  Sect.  2. 

*  The  United  States  sloop  of  war,  Frolic,  referred  to  by  the  British  Re- 
view, mounted,  according  to  the  British  official  report  of  the  capture,  only  20 
guns.  The  British  ships,  Orpheus  and  Shelburne,  wiiich  captured  lier,  after 
a  long  chase,  are  rated  in  Steele's,  list,  the  first  at  36  guns,  the  other  at  14.  It 
was  certainly  the  duty  of  the  American  commander  to  endeavour  to  escape 
from  such  a  superiority  of  force.  If  he  did  not  fire  a  shot,  when  overtf\ken,  it 
was  because  he  had  thrown  his  guns  and  ammunition  overboard  to  facilitate 
his  flight.  This  is  stated  in  the  British  Report  above  mentioned.  The 
charge  brought  against  the  American  captain  in  this  instance,  on  the  ground 
of  his  attempt  to  escape  by  flight,  must  appear  ridiculous  to  all  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  naval  history  and  affairs. 
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PART  I.  want  the  elements  of  greatness ;  they  may  overrun  a  portion 
Vi^^v^W  of  the  world,  but  they  will  never  civilize  those  whom  they  con- 
quer ;  they  may  become  the  Goths  of  the  Western  Continent, 
but  they  can  never  become  the  Greeks.  The  mass  of  the  North 
Americans  are  too  proud  to  learn,  and  too  ignorant  to  teach, 
and  having  established  by  act  of  Congress  that  they  are  alrea- 
dy the  most  enlightened  people  of  the  world,  they  bid  fair  to 
retain  their  barbarism  from  mere  regard  to  consistency,"  &c. 

The  barkings  of  the  innumerable  minor  Reviews  and  Ma- 
gazines are  incessant,  and  may  be  compared  to  those  of  the 
prairie  dog,  of  which  we  read  in  the  accounts  of  the  Missouri 
region.  They  deserve  as  little  to  be  heeded.  I  will,  how- 
ever, advert  to  one  of  them — the  British  Critic — co-ordinate 
with  the  Monthly  Review,  and  long  in  the  enjoyment  of  great 
consideration  with  the  ministerial  and  high-church  party.  It 
has  recently  had  a  paroxysm  of  exprobration,  on  the  occasion 
of  reviewing  Mr.  Bristed's  "  Resources  of  America."  This 
gentleman,  a  Briton  by  birth,  educated  at  home,  it  has,  like 
the  London  Critical  Journal,  mistaken,  or  affected  to  mistake 
for  an  American,  and  in  reviling  the  diction  of  his  book, 
has  held  him  forth  as  a  sample  of  American  writers.  If  an 
author  so  affectionately  and  reverentially  disposed  towards 
England,  fared  so  ill,  for  allowing  some  virtue  and  prosperity 
to  the  United  States,  these  unlucky  States  had  nothing  less  to 
expect  than  a  merciless  visitation.  I  would  not  undertake  to 
repeat  any  part  of  the  pasquinades  of  the  British  Critic,  were 
it  not  that  they  form  a  proper  sequel  to  those  of  the  Quarterly 
Review,  and  complete  the  idea  to  be  entertained  of  the 
strain  in  which  we  are  celebrated  in  the  British  journals  ge- 
nerally.   The  following  extracts  will  suffice. 

"  The  Americans  debated  in  Congress,  during  three  suc- 
cessive days,  whether  they  were  not  the  greatest,  the  wisest, 
bravest,  most  ingenious,  and  most  learned  of  mankind." 

"  The  North  American  republicans  are  the  most  vain, 
egotistical,  insolent,  rodomontade  sort  of  people  that  are  any 
where  to  be  found.     They  give  themselves  airs.'*'' 

"  The  Americans  have  no  history  ;  nothing  on  which  to 
exercise  genius  and  kindle  imagination." 

"  One-third  of  the  people  have  no  church  at  all.  Three 
and  an  half  millions  enjoy  no  means  of  religious  instruction. 
The  religious  principle  is  gaining  ground  in  the  northern 
parts  of  the  Union :  it  is  becoming  fashionable  among  the 
better  orders  of  society  to  go  to  church." 

*'  The  greater  number  of  states  declare  it  to  be  unconstitu- 
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tional  to  refer  to  the  providence  of  God  in  any  of  their  pub-  SEC.  \m. 
lie  acts."  v.^'v'^ 

"  The  Americans  make  it  a  point  of  conscience  never  to 
pay  a  single  stiver  to  a  British  creditor." 

"  America  is  like  a  dissipated  boy,  combining  the  feeble- 
ness of  early  youth,  with  the  libertinism  of  manhood;  the 
calculating  selfishness  of  declining  years,  with  the  decrepi- 
tude and  disease  of  old  age." 

"  America  is  easy  to  conquer^  but  difficult  to  keep,"  &c.  &c. 

Ribaldry  of  this  description,  which,  by  its  absurdness, 
softens  the  indignation  it  is  fitted  to  excite,  can  require  no 
annotation.  But  I  think  it  well  to  examine  at  once  the  topic 
of  the  first  paragraph  quoted  from  the  British  Critic, — one 
which  has  now  the  additional  disrelish  of  triteness,  in  any 
English  publication ;  so  often  has  it  exercised  the  wit,  or 
provoked  the  spleen,  of  parliamentary  orators  and  periodical 
censors.  We  have  seen  that  the  Edinburgh  Review  talks  of 
"  the  ludicrous  proposition  of  the  American  Congress  to  de- 
clare herself  the  most  enlightened  nation  on  the  globe."  The 
Quarterly  Review  also,  in  the  critique  of  Inchiquin's  Letters, 
descants  scoffingly  on  this  supposed  proposition,  and  avers 
that  it  was  withdrawn  "  only  through  fear  of  giving  umbrage 
to  the  French  Convention ^  Mr,  Alexander  Baring  refers  to  it, 
in  his  pamphlet  on  the  Orders  in  Council,  saying,  that  "the 
Americans  gravely  debated  once  in  Congress,  whether  they 
should  style  themselves  the  most  enlightened  people  in  the 
world  ;"  but  he  tempers  the  pungency  of  the  allusion,  by  re- 
lating how  a  distinguished  member  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, Mr.  Wilberforce,  seriously  declared  in  his  place,  and 
was  no  doubt  as  seriously  believed,  "  that  Great  Britain  was 
too  honest  to  have  any  political  connexions  with  the  continent 
of  Europe."  By  a  natural  progression,  or  diversity  of  reading, 
the  story  now  goes,  as  the  British  Critic  has  it — "  that  the 
Americans  debated  during  three  successive  days,  whether 
they  were  not  the  greatest^  wisest^  bravest^  most  ingenious^  and 
most  learned  of  mankind'.''''  This  is  the  shape  in  which  it  will, 
doubtless,  be  embalmed  by  the  British  historians. 

Let  us  attend  now  to  the  facts  of  the  case,  as  they  are  ap- 
parent upon  the  face  of  the  printed  debate,  and  remain  noto- 
rious to  all  who  followed  the  course  of  our  public  affairs  at 
the  time. 

The  French  revolution  had  divided  the  American  people 
into  two  great  parties;  the  one  disposed  for  an  intimate  alli- 
ance with  France ;  the  other  averse  from  any  connexion 
with  the  new  republic,  and  amicably  affected  to  Great  Britain. 


HOSTILITIES  OF  THE 


PART  I.  General  Washington,  by  adopting  and  maintaining  the  policy 
^^"^''^^  of  neutrality  between  the  belligerent  powers  of  Europe,  and 
by  giving  his  countenance  and  official  sanction  to  Jay's  treaty, 
so  called,  of  1795,  with  Great  Britain,  had  rendered  himself 
obnoxious  to  the  leaders  of  that  division  of  our  politicians 
who  favoured  her  enemy,  and  would  have  renounced  her 
trade.  Their  antagonists  in  Congress  were  fortified  in  their 
dislike  and  dread  of  the  French  republic,  and  their  predilec- 
tion for  the  most  friendly  political  intercourse  and  free 
commercial  relations  with  Great  Britain,  by  the  ill-judged 
machinations  and  intemperate  language  of  the  French  re- 
presentatives in  this  country,  and  the  open  support  which 
the  French  government  lent  to  the  most  insulting  trespasses 
upon  our  national  sovereignty. 

General  Washington  having  announced  his  resolution  to 
retire  into  private  life,  an  election  for  a  successor  to  the  chief 
magistracv  took  place  in  1796,  and  gave  new  animation  to  the 
feelings  and  plans  just  mentioned.  At  the  close  of  the  year, 
while  this  election  was  raging^  if  I  maybe  allow^ed  the  term, 
Washington  delivered  his  farewell  address  to  the  federal 
legislature  ;  and  in  the  house  of  representatives  a  committee 
composed  of  five  members,  three  of  whom  were  friends  of 
his  administration,  was  appointed  to  prepare  an  answer  to  his 
speech.  The  draught  of  an  answer' which  this  committee  re- 
ported, contained  the  following  paragraph.  "  The  spectacle  of 
a  whole  nation,  the  freest  and  most  enlightened  in  the  worlds  of- 
fering, by  its  representatives,  the  tribute  of  unfeigned  appro- 
bation to  its  first  citizen,  however  novel  and  interesting  it 
may  be,  derives  its  lustre  from  the  transcendant  merit,"  &c. 
The  phrase  which  I  have  put  in  italics  found  its  way  into  the 
draught,  from  the  desire  of  the  committee  to  place  Washing- 
ton at  the  highest  elevation  possible,  in  opposition  to  the  de- 
signs of  some  zealots  of  party  in  Congress,  who  aimed  at  di- 
minishing the  lustre  of  his  personal  reputation,  and  the  credit 
of  his  system  of  politics.  Moreover,  France  had  not  long  be- 
fore asserted  for  herself  the  pre-eminence  over  all  nations  in 
freedom  and  political  intelligence;  and  the  authors  of  the 
draught,  with  those  of  the  same  side  in  Congress,  were  eager 
to  countervail  this,  as  well  as  every  other  overweening  preten- 
sion, which  might  enhance  her  influence  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Sitgreaves,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  members  of 
the  anti-gallican  party,  explained  to  the  house  that  "  the  light 
spoken  of  was  political  light,  and  had  no  reference  to  arts, 
science,  or  literature  ;  that  it  was  intended  to  make  the  com- 
pliment stronger  to  General  Washington,  and  was  to  be  re- 
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garded  as  a  matter  entirely  domestic,  and  not  as  a  public  act  SEC.  vni. 
for  foreign  nations."  Vk^^v^s-/ 

The  answer  at  large  brought  into  view  the  main  political 
questions  which  agitated  the  country,  and  expressed  an  un- 
qualified approval  of  Washington's  official  career.  A  debate 
arose  upon  the  general  strain  of  it,  which  lasted  two  days.  This 
debate  turned  chiefly  upon  the  point  of  "  the  wisdom  and  firm- 
ness" of  his  administration,  in  reference  to  England  and 
France,  and  embraced  the  investigation  of  all  our  relations 
with  the  latter  power.  Objection  had  been  immediately  made 
to  the  phrase  which  has  furnished  so  much  sport  to  the  British 
wits,  not  only  by  the  opposition,  but  by  several  of  the  most  de- 
cided federal  members.  One  of  these,  Mr.  Thatcher,  finding 
that  it  interfered  with  the  principal  purpose  of  obtaining  an 
appearance  of  unanimity  in  the  homage  to  Washington  and  his 
course  of  policy,  moved,  at  length,  after  it  had  been  discussed 
with  some  copiousness,  though  incidentally,  that  the  words 
"  spectacle  of  a  whole  nation  the  freest  and  most  enlightened," 
should  be  amended  so  as  to  read  "  the  spectacle  of  a  free  and 
enlightened  nation," — which  was  carried  without  a  divisio?!. 
In  the  course  of  the  debate,  a  suggestion  was,  indeed,  made, 
in  the  way  of  exception,  that  the  use  of  the  superlative  would 
give  umbrage  to  France  ;  but  this  consideration  must  have 
^  proved  the  reverse  of  dissuasive  for  the  majority,  in  the  state 
of  their  feelings  towards  that  power,  with  whom  they  so  soon 
aftewards  came  to  open  war.  They  concurred  in  the  amend- 
ment with  such  readiness,  from  the  two-fold  motive  of  facili- 
tating the  adoption  of  the  material  parts  of  the  answer,  and 
avoiding  what  might  have  the  air  of  national  arrogance. 

Thus  we  see  that  the  famed  proposition  of  congress  to  de- 
clare America  the  freest  and  most  enlightened  nation  on  the 
globe," — the  "  act  of  congress  by  which  the  Americans  esta- 
blished that  they  are  the  most  enlightened  people  of  the  world,'* 
— was  no  more  than  an  occasional  phrase,  hazarded  by  a  com- 
mittee in  the  draught  of  a  domestic  paper,  for  purposes  dis- 
tinct from  that  of  glorifying  the  nation;  which  phrase,  though 
equally  suited  to  favourite  aims  of  the  majority  of  congress, 
was  disavowed  and  rejected  by  that  majority,  chiefly  because 
it  savoured  of  presumption,  and  seemed  to  infringe  upon  strict 
national  decorum.  The  transaction  argues,  on  the  whole,  in 
the  congress,  sentiments  opposite  to  those  which  it  has  fur- 
nished the  English  writers  occasion  to  impute  ;  and,  when  we  ' 
advert  to  the  nature  of  the  dispositions  towards  England, 
which  were  mingled  with  its  origui,  we  must  deem  their  re- 
presentations still  more  ungracious  and  illiberal.  An  instance 
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PAKT  I.  of  the  same  scrupulousness  is  certainly  not  to  be  found  in  the 
^•^"''^'^^  annals  of  the  British  parliament.  I  refer  to  the  answers  of 
that  body  to  the  speeches  from  the  throne,  and  to  the  votes 
of  thanks  as  presented  by  the  Speakers — particularly  the  last, 
Mr.  Abbot, — to  the  public  servants  whom  it  has  distinguish- 
ed, for  self-applause  and  claims  of  national  superiority,  be- 
yond which,  no  intoxication  of  pride,  or  reason  of  state  can 
ever,  in  the  civilized  world,  carry  national  pretensions.  This 
reference  from  an  American  will,  perhaps,  be  thought  a  very 
deficient  measure  of  recrimination ;  but  it  is  to  be  borne  in 
mind,  that,  however  transcendant  may  be  the  British  nation, 
in  all  respects,  in  the  comparison  with  her  "  kinsmen  of  the 
west,"  her  pre-eminence,  in  valour  and  science  at  least,  over 
the  nations  of  Europe,  is  not  so  far  incontrovertible  and  no- 
torious, that,  while  constantly  asserting  it  herself,  she  can, 
without  inconsistency  or  assurance,  make  a  standing  jest  of 
the  single  example  of  exaltedness  which  she  charges  upon  the 
American  congress. 

The  obnoxious  phrase  in  the  draught  of  the  American  com- 
mittee was,  in  fact,  warrantable  in  itself,  and  might  have  been 
adopted,  as  it  was  meant,  with  perfect  propriety.  The  com- 
mittee had  in  view  civil  and  religious  freedom  com.bined,  and 
the  diffusiveness  of  political  light,  and  elementary  knowledge 
—-points  in  which  I  think  it  hardly  possible  to  contest  the  su- 
premacy of  the  United  States.  For  proclaiming  this  supre- 
macy, there  were  strong  motives  derived  from  the  peculiar 
situation  of  the  country  in  regard  to  France,  at  the  juncture. 
The  confidence  of  a  part  of  the  American  people  in  their  own 
institutions  and  political  wisdom,  seemed  to  be  shaken  in  some 
degree  by  the  pretensions  of  French  democracy,  and  to  stand 
in  need  of  such  confirmation  as  the  body  of  their  representa- 
tives coidd  furnish,  for  their  protection  against  the  most  mis- 
chievous delusions. 

Although  I  may  appear  to  have  allotted  already  too  much 
space  to  this  topic,  I  must  claim  permission  to  introduce  the 
observations  which  were  made  by  Fisher  Ames,  in  congress, 
on  the  occasion.  They  belong,  in  strictness,  to  its  history. 

Mr.  Ames  said — "  If  a  man  were  to  call  himself  more  free 
and  enlightened  than  his  fellows,  it  would  be  considered  as 
arrogant  self-praise.  His  very  declaration  would  prove  that 
he  wanted  sense  as  well  as  modesty;  but  a  nation  might  be 
called  so  bv  a  citizen  of  that  nation,  without  impropriety,  be- 
cause in  doing  so,  he  bestows  no  praise  of  superiority  on  him- 
self ;  he  may  be  in  fact,  sensible  that  he  is  less  enlightened 
than  the  wise  of  other  nations.  This  sort  of  national  eulogium 
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may,  no  doubt,  be  fostered  by  vanity  and  grounded  in  mis-  SEC.  Vfll. 
take:  it  is  sometimes  just;  it  is  certainly  common,  and  not^.^>^^w 
always  either  ridiculous  or  oiFensive.    It  did  not  say  that 
either  France  or  England. had  not  been  remarkable  for  en- 
lightened men ;  their  literati  are  more  numerous  and  dis- 
tinguished than  our  own. 

The  general  character  with  respect  to  this  country,  was 
strictly  true.  Our  countrymen,  almost  univ^ersally,  possess 
some  property  and  some  portion  of  learning, — two  distinc- 
tions so  remarkably  in  their  favour  as  to  vindicate  the  ex- 
pression objected  to.  But  go  through  France,  Germany,  and 
most  countries  of  Europe,  and  it  would  be  found  that  out  of 
fifty  millions  of  people,  not  more  than  two  or  three  had  any 
pretensions  to  knowledge,  the  rest  being,  comparatively  with 
Americans,  ignorant.  In  France,  which  contains  twenty-five 
millions  of  people,  only  one  was  calculated  to  be  in  any  res- 
pect enlightened,  and  perhaps  under  the  old  system  there  was 
not  a  greater  proportion  possessed  of  propert}^ ;  whilst  in 
America,  out  of  ifour  millions  of  people,  scarcely  any  part 
of  them  could  be  placed  upon  the  same  ground  with  the 
rabble  of  Europe. 

"  That  class  called  vulgar,  canaille,  rabble,  so  numerous 
there,  does  not  exist  here  as  a  class,  though  our  towns  have 
individuals  of  it.  Look  at  the  Lazzaroni  of  Naples  :  there  are 
20,000  or  more  houseless  people,  wretched  and  in  want !  He 
asked  whether  where  men  wanted  every  thing,  and  were  in 
the  proportion  of  twenty-nine  to  one,  it  was  possible  that  they 
could  be  trusted  with  power  ?  Wanting  wisdom  and  morals, 
how  could  they  use  it?  It  was  therefore  that  the  iron  hand  of 
despotism  w^as  called  in  by  the  few  who  had  any  thing,  to 
preserve  any  kind  of  control  over  the  many.  This  evil,  as 
it  truly  was,  rendered  real  liberty  hopeless. 

"  In  America,  out  of  four  millions  of  people,  the  proportion 
of  those  who  cannot  read  and  write,  and  who,  having  nothing, 
are  interested  in  plunder  and  confusion,  and  disposed  for  both, 
is  exceedingly  small.  In  the  southern  states  he  knew  there 
were  people  well  informed;  he  disclaimed  all  design  of  invidi- 
ous comparison  ;  the  members  from  the  south  would  be  more 
capable  of  doing  justice  to  their  constituents  ;  but,  in  the  east= 
ern  states,  he  w^as  more  particularly  conversant,  and  knew  the 
people  in  them  could  universally  read  and  write,  and  were 
well  informed  as  to  public  aifairs.  In  such  a  country,  libertj^ 
is  likely  to  be  permanent.  It  is  possible  to  plant  it  in  sii  h  a 
soil,  and  reasonable  to  hope,  that  it  will  take  root  and  flourish 
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PART  I.  long,  as  we  see  it  does.  But  can  liberty,  such  as  we  under- 
v^^v^w  stand  and  enjoy,  exist  in  societies  where  the  feiv  only  have 
property,  and  the  many  are  both  ignorant  and  licentious  ? 

"  Was  there  any  impropriety,  then,  in  saying  what  was  a 
fact?  As  it  regards  government,  the  declaration  is  useful.  It 
is  respectful  to  the  people  to  speak  of  them  with  the  justice 
due  to  them,  as  eminently  formed  for  liberty  and  worthy  of 
it.  If  they  are  free  and  enlightened,  let  us  say  so.  Congress 
ought  not  only  to  say  this  because  it  was  true,  but  because 
their  saying  so  would  have  the  effect  to  produce  that  self-re- 
spect which  was  the  best  guard  of  liberty  ;  and  most  condu- 
%  cive  to  the  happiness  of  society.  It  was  useful  to  show  where 

our  hopes  and  the  true  safety  of  our  freedom  are  reposed.  It 
procured  in  return  from  the  citizens  a  just  confidence  ;  it  che- 
rished a  spirit  of  patriotism  unmixed  with  foreign  alloy,  and 
the  courage  to  defend  a  constitution  which  a  people  really 
enlightened  knows  to  be  worthy  of  its  efforts." 

The  American  Congress  has  had  its  full  share  of  maternal 
abuse.  It  has  been  visited  with  the  wrath  and  the  pleasantrj^ 
of  the  British  writers,  on  other  grounds  than  the  one  of  which 
I  have  just  treated.  With  the  Fullers  and  the  Lord  Coch- 
ranes  before  their  eyes,  with  the  Wilkes'  and  the  Gordons 
fresh  in  their  recollection,  they  have  yet  been  bold  enough  to 
single,  for  the  purpose  of  general  detraction,  out  of  our  legis- 
lative annals,  instances  of  disorderly  deportment  in  indivi- 
duals. That  of  Mathew  Lyon  and  Roger  Griswold,  the  only 
flagrant  case,  is  vamped  up  in  all  the  reviews  and  books  of  tra- 
vels, as  if  personal  violence  were  a  new  species  of  irregularity 
in  the  history  of  legislative  assemblies  ;  and  as  if  the  British 
particularly  furnished  no  case  of  the  kind  for  admonishment. 
But  we  have  only  to  open  the  parliamentary  annals,  to  find 
precedents  of  an  early  date,  which  might  have  sufficed  for 
all  purposes.  Take,  for  example,  the  rencontre  narrated  in 
the  following  extract  from  the  history  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons of  the  year  1678,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II. 

"  Debate  on  Sir  J.  Trelawney's  calling  Mr.  Ash  a  rascal." 
Sir  J.  Trelawney  said — "I  rise  up  the  earlier  to  speak,  be- 
cause I  wish  this  had  been  in  another  place  :  but  perhaps  in  a 
inore  sacred  place  than  this^'xi  any  man  should  call  me  rascal, 


*  The  Quarterly  Review  is  (maugre  the  example  of  Sir  J.  Trelawney) 
i^reatly  scandalized  at  the  story  related  by  Birbeck,  of  a  citizen  of  the  state 
of  Indiana  liaving-  declared  before  a  spiritual  trlbiiiial,  that  he  should  not 
wish  to  live  longer  than  he  had  the  right  to  knock  down  the  man  who 
told  him  he  lied. 
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I  should  call  him  rebel,  and  give  him  a  box  on  the  ear.  SEC.  VIIT. 
The  cause  of  the  quarrel  that  happened  was  this.  Colonel  n^"vw 
Birch  was  saying — lose  this  question,  and  he  would  vote  for 
a  general  toleration.  No,  said  I,  I  never  was  for  that.  And 
Ash  said — I  am  not  for  popery: — said  I — nor  I  for  presby- 
tery. I  came  to  Ash  and  told  him  he  must  explain  his  words. 
Said  Ash,  I  am  no  more  a  presbyterian  than  you  are  a  papist. 
Upon  which  Lsaid,  Ash  was  a  rascal,  and  I  struck  him,  and 
I  should  hav^e  done  it  any  where." 

Sir  Wm.  Harbord  said — "Sir  John  Trelawney has  behaved 
himself  like  a  man  of  honour.'*'*  Sir  John  was  only  slightly 
reprimanded  by  the  Speaker. 

The  nature  of  this  proceeding  and  the  general  spirit  which 
gave  rise  to  it,  and  made  the  punishment  so  light,  is  as  little 
creditable,  as  the  affair  of  Mathew  Lyon,  who  was,  be  it  re- 
membered, spurned  by  the  whole  American  Congress.  And 
it  is  quite  as  fair  in  me  to  go  back  to  the  case  of  Trelawney, 
as  it  is  in  an  English  writer  to  recur  to  that  of  Lyon.  Our 
party-heats  at  the  period  when  this  happened,  were  also  ex- 
treme, although  not  indeed  fed  by  religious  bigotry. 

If,  however,  a  recent  case  is  wanted,  it  can  be  furnished 
without  difficulty.  It  is  from  the  applauded  Travels  of  Simon, 
in  England,  of  1809,  that  I  extract  the  following  history : 

"  The  House  of  Commons  has  exhibited  lately  a  very  cu- 
rious tragi-comic  scene.  An  honourable  member,  a  country 
gentleman,  and,  I  believe,  a  county  member,  took  oifence  at 
some  slight  he  had  experienced  during  the  late  examination 
in  Parliament ;  and  having  made  some  intemperate  remarks, 
supported  by  oaths,  there  was  a  motion,  that  the  words  of  the 
honourable  member  should  be  taken  down.  This  produced 
another  explosion  from  the  honourable  member,  who  was  or- 
dered by  the  Speaker  to  leave  the  House,  which  he  obeyed 
with  some  difficulty.  The  House  then  decided  that  he  should 
be  put  into  the  custody  of  the  sergeant-at-arms.  This  reso- 
lution was  no  sooner  announced  to  him,  than  he  burst  in 
again,  furiously  calling  to  the  Speaker  that  he  had  no  right  to 
send  him  into  confinement;  and  that  the  little  fellow  in  the 
great  wig-  was  the  servant^  and  not  the  master  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  The  Speaker,  in  consequence  of  the  vote  of  im- 
prisonment, was  obliged  to  order  the  sergeant-at-arms  to  do 
his  duty  ;  and  the  latter,  with  the  assistance  of  some  other 
officers,  succeeded  in  carrying  off  his  prisoner  after  an  obsti' 
nate  combat., — the  honourable  member  being  an  Hercules  ! 
What  would  the  Parisians  say  to  an  affair  like  this  in  their 
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PART  I.  Senat  Conservatif^  and  one  of  the  members  in  grand  costume, 

^'^'^^^'^ giving  battle  to  the  door  keeper  on  the  senatorial fioorV^^ 

Lyon,  the  aggressor  in  the  affair  of  the  American  House  of 
Representatives,  was  not  an  American,  audit  is  probable  that 
those  who  sent  him  to  the  American  legislature  were  chiefly 
foreigners.  The  right  of  suffrage  in  the  United  States  is  sub- 
ject to  few  restrictions  ;  it  is  acquired,  after  a  few  years'  resi- 
dence, without  much  difficulty,  by  Europeans  of  every  order. 
It  would  not,  therefore,  be  matter  of  surprise,  if  men  of  vulgar 
manners  and  unruly  spirit — strangers,  with  the  slough  of  their 
native  grossness  and  virulence,  were  occasionally  found  in  our 
Congress.  Besides,  the  American  representatives  belong  to 
professions,  and  circles  of  society,  in  which  the  more  elaborate 
and  delicate  courtesies  cannot  be  supposed  to  be  practised,  nor 
self-control  to  be  acquired,  in  the  same  extent  as  in  what  is 
called  the  fashionable  and  polished  company  of  the  British 
islands,  where  the  legislators  are  boastfully  said  to  be  trained 
to  habitual  politeness,  under  a  discipline  suited  to  their  here- 
ditary gentility  and  affluence.  Yet,  it  has  so  happened,  that  in- 
stances of  members,  such  as  I  have  described  above,  are  rare  in 
the  annals  of  Congress;  and  that  as  much  decorum  has  prevailed 
in  that  body  at  all  times,  as  in  any  similar  institute  of  modern 
davs.  Since  the  era  of  our  federal  assemblies,  the  British  Par- 
liament has  exhibited  more  scenes  of  turbulence  and  inde- 
cency ;  a  strain  of  personal  reflection  has  been  immemorially 
indulged  in  it,  which  would  not  be  borne  in  the  former.  Mr. 
Canning  complains,  in  one  of  his  late  speeches,  of  "  the/?r<2C- 
tice  in  the  House  of  Commons,  of  calumniating  public  men 
on  either  side  of  the  House,  by  imputing  to  them  motives  of 
action,  the  insinuation  of  which  would  not  be  tolerated  in  the 
intercourse  of  private  life."  This  gentleman  allowed  him- 
self, on  the  floor,  to  stigmatize  Mr.  Lambton,  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  orators  of  the  opposition,  as  "  a  dolt  and  an 
idiot."  In  Feb.  1817,  Mr.  Bennet  exclaimed,  in  his  place, 
against  "  such  ministers  as  the  noble  lord,  Castlereagh,  who 
had  already  imbrued  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  their  coun- 
try, and  been  guilty  of  the  most  criminal  cruelties."  Lord 
Castlereagh  replied  by  giving  the  lie  direct  to  his  accuser.  Up- 
on another  occasion  in  the  same  3'ear,  when  vilified  by  Mr. 
Brougham,  the  noble  lord  described  the  speech  of  the  honour- 
able and  learned  gentleman  as  a  strain  of  black,  malignant, 
and  libellous  insinuation."  In  reading  the  invectives  of  Mr. 
Tierney,  and  the  bitter  taunts  of  Mr.  Canning,  we  feel  a  two* 
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fold  wonder — at  the  licentiousness  of  the  parliamentary  SEC.  viii. 
tongue,  and  at  the  impunity  with  which  such  cruel  insults  '^^'^^"^ 
are  offered  on  so  conspicuous  a  theatre.^ 

The  general  style  of  altercation  in  both  houses  of  Parlia- 
ment during  the  American  war,  and  at  some  periods  of  the 
administration  of  the  younger  Pitt,  has  never,  I  am  sure, 
been  equalled  in  the  American  congress  in  any  stage  of  our 
party  irritations.  If  I  open  the  volumes  of  parliamentary  de- 
bates, I  fail  at  once  upon  such  specimens  of  senatorial  tem- 
perance as  the  following : 

"  Lord  Mansfield  rose  in  great  passion, — he  charged  the 
last  noble  lord,  (Earl  of  Shelburne,)  with  uttering  gross 
falsehoods." — Almond'' s  Parliamentary  Debates^  Feb.  7th^ 
1775. 

"  The  Earl  of  Shelburne  returned  the  charge  of  falsehood 
to  Lord  Mansfield  in  direct  terms." — Ibid. 

"  The  Duke  of  Richmond  animadverted  in  very  severe 
terms,  on  an  expression  which  fell  in  the  heat  of  debate  from 
a  noble  lord  (Lord  Lyttleton.)  He  said  no  man  could  impute 
littleness,  lowness,  or  cunning  to  any  member  of  that  assembly 
(alluding  to  what  his  lordship  had  pointed  at  Lord  Camden) 
for  delivering  his  sentiments  freely,  unless  he  drew  the  pic- 
ture from  something  he  felt  within  himself,  as  by  illiberally 
charging  others  with  low  and  sinister  designs,  the  charge 
could  only  properly  be  applied  to  the  person  from  whom  it 
originated." — Ibid. 


*  The  following,  of  so  late  a  date  as  Jane  Tth,  1819,  is  a  fair  specimen. 

*'  Mr.  Canning"  said :  The  -^hujjling,  cowardly,  and  evasive  co7irse  recommend- 
ed by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  Mr.  Tierney,  showed  what  was  his 
real  object,  &c. 

"  Mr.  Culcraft  here  rose  to  order.  He  could  not  listen  in  silence  to  the 
foul^  offensive^  and  almost  unparliamentary  aspersions  which  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  had  passed  on  his  right  honourable  friend,  on  himself,  and 
on  all  his  friends  around  him,  &c. 

"  Mr.  Canning  here  interrupted  the  honourable  gentleman.  He  thought 
that  in  debate  there  was  tolerably  fair  room  to  give  and  to  take and  when- 
ever the  terms  '  indecent'  and  *  atrocious,'  which  had  been  applied  to  the 
proposal  of  ministers  were  retracted,  then,  and  not  till  then,  sliould  he  re- 
tract the  epithets  which  he  had  applied  to  the  conduct  of  the  gentleman 
opposite. 

"  Mr.  Calcraft  rejoined.  Cowardly,  evasive,  and  shuffling!  from  a  man 
too,  who  when  he  looked  on  one  side  on  the  honourable  friends  whom  he 
had  betrayed,  and  at  the  other  side  on  the  honourable  friends  whom  he  had 
lampooned,  but  with  both  of  whom  he  was  now  united  in  place,  might  re- 
flect, perhaps,  on  a  more  exact  illustration  of  such  qualities.  (Hear,  hear, 
hear.") 
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PART  1.     Mr.  Edmund  Burke  said 

^'^^'^'^  "  Sir,  the  noble  lord  who  spoke  last  (Lord  North)  after 
extending  his  right  leg  a  full  yard  before  his  left,  rolling  his 
flaming  eyes,  and  moving  his  ponderous  frame,  has  at  length 
opened  his  mouth.  I  was  all  attention.  After  these  portents, 
I  expected  something  still  more  awful  and  tremendous  :  I  ex- 
pected that  the  Tower  would  have  been  threatened  in  articu- 
lated thunder  ;  but  I  have  heard  only  a  feeble  remonstrance 
against  violence  and  passion  :  when  I  expected  the  powers  of 
destruction  to  cry  havoc,  and  let  slip  the  dogs  of  war,  an  over- 
blown bladder  has  burst,  and  nobody  has  been  hurt  by  the 
crack." — Cobbetfs  DebateSy  1770. 

In  one  particular  form  of  indecorum,  I  might  almost  call 
it  enormity,  the  British  Parliament  has  gone  far  beyond  what 
is  known  to  our  experience  in  America.  I  refer  to  the  jocu- 
larity indulged  on  occasions  the  most  pathetic  in  the  facts, 
or  the  most  solemn  in  the  consequences  for  the  interests  and 
honour  of  the  nation. 

During  the  debates  on  the  slave  trade  in  the  years  1791 
and  1792,  when  disclosures  were  made  of  crimes  commit- 
ted by  British  captains  in  that  trade,  so  dreadfully  atro- 
cious, that  even  now  they  wring  the  heart,  and  overpower  the 
imagination  of  a  cursory  reader,  laughter  resounded  from 
time  to  time  in  the  House  of  Commons  ;  and  that  body  listen- 
ed complacently  to  a  speech  from  Lord  Carhampton,  to  which 
nothing  can  be  compared,  considering  the  occasion  and  sub- 
ject, except,  perhaps,  the  show  of  dJincing-dogs,  under  the 
guillotine  at  Paris,  so  eloquently  stigmatized  by  Burke.  I 
will  take,  from  the  debate  of  1791,  a  more  particular  exam- 
ple of  this  almost  incredible  levity  which  has  distinguished 
the  British  Parliament. 

"  Mr.  AVilliam  Smith  related  the  following'  anecdote  upon  the  authority  of 
eye  witnesses.  *A  child  of  about  ten  months  old  took  sick  on  board  of 
a  British  slave-ship,  and  would  not  eat.  The  captain  took  up  the  child,  and 
flog-g-ed  him  with  a  cat ;  'D — n  you,'  said  he,  '  I'll  make  you  eat,  or  I'll  kill 
you.'  From  this,  and  other  ill  treatment,  the  child's  legs  swelled,  and  the 
captain  ordered  some  water  to  be  made  hot  for  abating  the  swelling.  But 
even  his  ten'der  mercies  were  cruel ;  for  the  cook  putting  his  hand  into  the 
water,  said  it  was  too  hot  *  D — n  him,'  said  the  caj^tain,  *  put  his  feet  in.' 
The  child  was  put  into  the  water,  and  the  nails  and  skin  came  all  oiThis  feet. 
Oiled  cloths  were  then  put  round  them.  The  child  was  then  tied  to  a  heavy 
log,  and  two  or  three  days  afterwards  the  captain  caught  it  up  again  and 
said,  *I  will  make  you  eat,  or  I  will  be  the  death  of  you.'  He  immediately 
flogged  the  child  again;  and  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  it  died.'  One  would 
imagine,  that  the  most  savage  cruelty  would  here  have  been  satiated;  but, 
extraordinary  as  it  might  appear,  of  this  detestable  transaction,  the  most  de- 
testable part  yet  remained.   After  the  infant  was  dead,  he  would  not  suffer 
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any  of  the  people  on  deck  to  throw  the  body  over,  but  called  the  wretched  SEC.VIII. 
mother,  to  perform  this  last  sad  office  to  her  murdered  cliild.  Unwilling  as  v^^-v^^ 
it  might  naturally  be  supposed  she  was  to  comply,  he  beat  her  till  he  made 
her  take  up  the  child  and  carry  it  to  the  side  of  the  vessel,  and  then  she 
dropped  it  into  the  sea,  turning*  her  head  the  other  way,  tliat  she  might  not 
see  it !"  Mr.  Smith  asked  tlie  committee  of  the  House  if  ever  they  had  heard 
of  such  a  deed,  07i  -which  some  of  the  inconsiderate  laughed,  and  on  hearing  it, 
he  declared  with  great  indignation,  that  he  should  not  have  thought  It  pos- 
sible for  any  one  man  in  that  committee  to  have  betrayed  such  a  total  want 
of  feeling,  and  that  heivas  almost  ashamed  of  being  a  member  of  tlie  assembly y  in 
■ivhich  so  disgraceful  a  circumstance  had  happened.''^ 

We  were  told  by  Sir  S.  Romilly,  (March  11th,  1818,)  that, 
"  in  the  violence  of  party,  cruelties  which  could  not  be  heard 
without  shuddering,  had  been  treated  in  a  British  House  of 
Commons  with  such  levity,  that  it  had  been  facetiously  said, 
that  the  outcry  which  had  been  raised,  was  only  for  a  Catho- 
lic's having  got  a  sore  back.'''* 

When  the  question  of  abolishing  the  use  of  climbing-boys 
in  the  sweeping  of  chimneys  {the  white  negro  slaves  of  England.^ 
as  they  are  called  by  the  Quarterly  Review)  was  brought  be- 
fore the  House  of  Lords  in  the  present  year,  (1819,)  accom- 
panied with  harrowing  details  of  cruelty  and  suffering,  lord 
Lauderdale,  who  opposed  the  bill  for  their  relief,  got  into 
a  facetious  mood,  and  put  his  brother  peers  in  the  same,  by 
the  following,  among  other  appropriate  and  refined  anecdotes : 
"  In  some  parts  of  Ireland,"  the  noble  lord  said, it  had  been 
the  practice,  instead  of  employing  climbing-boys,  to  tie  a  rope 
round  the  neck  of  a  goose,  and  thus  drag  the  bird  up  a  chim- 
ney, which  was  cleaned  by  the  fluttering  of  its  wings.  This 
practice  so  much  interested  the  feelings  of  many  persons,  that, 
for  the  sake  of  protecting  the  goose,  they  were  ready  to  give 
up  all  humanity  towards  other  animals.  A  man  in  a  country 
village,  having  one  day,  according  to  the  old  custom,  availed 
himself  of  the  aid  of  a  goose,  was  accused  by  his  neighbours 
of  inhumanity.  In  answer  to  the  remonstrance  of  his  accuser, 
he  observed  that  he  must  have  his  chimney  swept.  Yes,  re- 
plied the  humane  friend  of  the  goose,  to  be  sure  you  must 
sweep  your  chimney,  but  you  cruel  baist  you,  why  dont  you 
take  two  ducks,  they  will  do  the  job  as  well."  ^Laughing.'] 

Whoever  was  present  in  the  gallery  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, during  the  examination  of  Mrs.  Clarke,  in  the  affair 
of  the  Duke  of  York,  can  well  remember  the  sportfulness 
of  the  House,  exercised  in  loose  allusions,  and  pushed,  from 
time  to  time,  to  clamorous  merriment.  We  have  witnessed 
no  such  edifying  spectacle,  whether  as  to  the  cause  or  the 
effect,  in  the  American  Congress.   Before  I  finish  with  this 
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PART  I.  topic,  I  will  offer  one  case  more  of  parliamentary  insensi- 
^^^"^'''^  bility,  which,  together  with  what  I  have  already  produced, 
may  soften  the  horror  of  the  Quarterly  Review  at  the  occur- 
rence of"  one  member's  striking  at  another"  in  the  American 
Congress.  I  quote  from  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons for  April  Tth,  1819: — 

Mr.  Bennet  said — 

"  That  from  the  year  1781  to  the  year  1818,  two  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  eighty-seven  women  convicts,  being-  in  the  proportion  of  one- 
seventh  of  the  men  transported  during  the  same  period,  had  been  sent  out 
of  the  country.  Of  two  hundred  and  twenty  women  sent  fi-om  the  year 
1816  to  1818,  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  were  sentenced  to  the  hmited 
term  of  seven  years  transportation.  Few  of  these  women  ever  returned. 
Their  only  means  of  returning  was  prostitution.  Many  of  the  convicts  liad 
received  judgment  for  capital  offences,  and  many  for  minor  ones.  Now  the 
act  of  the  9th  of  the  King,  cliap.  74,  had  been  drawn  up  on  the  principle, 
that  persons  convicted  of  minor  offences  ought  to  be  confined  to  peniten- 
tiaries, and  not  sent  at  a  great  expense  to  a  distant  settlement.  A  learned 
and  distinguished  judge  had  told  him,  that  on  the  last  circuit  he  was  about 
to  sentence  a  woman  to  be  transported,  when  his  resolution  was  changed  by 
the  clerk  of  the  peace  informing  him  that  it  was  nearly  impossible  for  wo- 
men to  return.  No  classification  existed  on  board,  but  petty  offenders  were 
compelled  to  herd  and  associate  with  capital  convicts  and  hardened  delin- 
quents. Tliis  appeared  to  him  in  the  light  of  a  gratuitous  infliction  of  pain, 
which  was  unworthy  of,  and  discreditable  to,  a  great  country.  He  must 
complain  also  of  tlie  manner  in  which  women  were  brought  from  country 
gaols  to  one  spot,  for  the  purpose  of  being  put  on  board  the  vessels  des- 
tined for  New  South  Wales.  One  unfortunate  girl  had  been  brought  from 
Cambridge,  so  bound  in  chains  that  it  was  necessary  to  saw  them  asunder; 
and  another  girl  from  Carlisle,  sent  up  in  the  same  way,  on  the  top  of  a 
coach,  had  had  her  child  torn  from  her  breast !  When  she  was  brought  to 
Newgate,  she  was  in  the  utmost  state  of  torture.  When  once  on  board,  no 
distinction  was  observed  between  the  small  and  the  great  offender ;  the 
girl  whose  passion  for  finery  had  prompted  her  to  commit  a  petty  theft, 
was  placed  in  the  same  bed  with  the  sliameless  prostitute  who  robbed  on 
system.  He  held  in  his  hand  a  letter  M'ritten  by  Mr.  Marsden,  Chaplain- 
general  in  New  South  Wales,  and  stating  that  promiscuous  intercourse  be- 
tween the  seamen  and  female  convicts  had  prevailed  on  board  a  ship  which 
had  carried  out  a  great  number  of  women  previously  trained  under  the  care 
of  Mrs.  Fry  and  others,  to  habits  of  morality  and  decorum. 

"  Whether  the  new  system  of  this  year,  with  respect  to  the  regulations 
on  board  female  convict  ships,  would  be  better  than  that  of  last  year,  he 
should  not  inquire  ;  but  he  objected  to  a  system  under  which,  when  the  wo- 
men arrived  at  New  South  Wales,  the}-  had  no  place  where  they  could  lay 
their  heads." 

Mr.  Wilberforce  said — "  that  in  the  present  state  of  the  colony,  every 
fresh  addition  to  the  number  transported,  while  there  was  no  increase  of 
accommodation,  must  add  to  the  misery  and  vice  of  those  who  were  at 
present  there,  besides  plunging  the  new  comers  into  the  same  wretched 
state." 

*'  Mr.  F.  Buxton  conceived  that  the  case  of  the  unfortunate  female  con- 
victs deserved  particular  consideration.  It  already  appeared  that  out  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  women  employed  in  one  manufactory,  there  were 
one  hundred  and  twenty  turned  out  ever}'  night,  and  obliged  to  ^^pend, 
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not  to  say  for  comforts,  but  for  necessaries,  upon  the  casual  wages  of  pros-  SEC.  VIII. 
titution."  S^-V^ 

Mr.  Uathurst  (one  of  the  ministry)  said — "  that  before  he  examined  the 
speech  of  the  honourable  mover,  he  should  aUude  to  the  argument  of  his  ho- 
nourable friend  (Mr.  Wilberforce,)  who  had  argued  that  no  female  con- 
victs should  be  sent  off  until  the  report  of  the  committee  was  made,  and  he 
supposed,  till  some  regulation  was  founded  upon  it.  Now,  if  this  argument 
were  followed  out  consistently,  it  would  go  much  beyond  the  present  mo- 
tion, as  it  would  apply  not  to  one  vessel,  but  to  all  convicts,  male  or  female. 
But  then  it  was  argued  by  the  honourable  mover,  that  it  was  difficult  to  keep 
men,  but  that  females  might  be  kept  with  great  convenience,  &c."  laugh.) 
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SECTION  IX. 


OF  THE  EXISTENCE  OF  NEGRO  SLAVERY  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES, 
AND  OF  THE  BRITISH  ABOLITION  OF  THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 

1.  I  HAVE  reserved  for  the  concluding  section  of  this  first 
part  of  my  Appeal  from  the  Judgments  of  Great  Britain,  the 
topic  of  our  negro  slavery,  the  side  on  which  we  appear  most 
vulnerable,  and  against  which  the  reviewers  have  directed 
their  fiercest  attacks.  With  respect  to  their  reproaches  on 
all  other  grounds,  enough,  I  think,  has  been  adduced  to  show 
how  strangely  they  have  overlooked  the  lesson  of  the  gospel 
— he  that  is  without  sin  let  him  first  cast  the  stone.  They 
have  aggravated  the  offence  of  malevolence  by  extreme  folly, 
in  selecting  heads  of  accusation  which  may  be  retorted  with 
complete  success.  This  is  as  much  the  case  in  relation  to 
the  existence  of  domestic  slavery  among  us,  as  in  any  other 
instance,  and  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  avail  myself  on  this  oc- 
casion, as  heretofore,  of  an  error  in  reasoning,  which  springs 
as  well  from  a  corruption  of  political  morals,  as  from  an 
eclipse  of  the  understanding.  Of  all  Europeans,  an  English- 
man is  the  one,  who  should  have  most  cautiously  abstained 
from  venting  reproaches,  that  brought  Africa  and  the  slave 
trade  into  view  :  If  there  is  any  nation  upon  which  pru- 
dence and  shame  enjoined  silence  in  regard  to  the  negro 
bondage  of  these  States,  England  is  that  nation;  but  it  hap- 
pens precisely  as  in  all  the  other  questions  open  to  the  most 
direct  recrimination,  that  it  is  from  her  the  loudest  outcries 
and  the  sharpest  upbraidings  have  come. 

We  experienced  this  particular  injustice,  even  during  our 
colonial  dependence,  while  she  was  actively  supplying  us 
with  slaves,  and  endeavouring  by  the  most  jealous  precau- 
tions, to  secure  this  favourite  branch  of  her  monopoly.  Her 
"Writers  drew  invidious  comparisons  between  the  situation 
and  prospects  of  the  mother  country  and  those  of  the  con- 
tinental colonies,  founded  upon  the  presence  in  the  latter, 
of  the  multitude  of  blacks  whose  number  and  miseries  she 
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was  daily  and  forcibly  augmenting.  When  her  merchants  SECT.  IX. 
and  travellers  returned  from  this  reprobate  land,  they  insti- ^^^'^'''^ 
tuted  similar  contrasts;  stigmatized  the  colonial  slave-holders; 
and  could  not  pardon  the  atrocity  of  retaining  in  bondage  even 
the  white  convicts  whom  she  had  thrust  into  their  hands.  They 
spread,  concerning  the  habitual  state  of  the  latter,  as  well  as 
of  the  slaves,  tales  of  horror,  of  the  nature  of  which  we  may 
form  some  idea  from  the  following  passage,  dated  1720,  of 
the  preface  to  Beverley's  History  of  Virginia.  "  It  hath  been 
so  represented  to  the  common  people  of  England  as  to  make 
them  believe,  that  the  servants  in  Virginia  are  made  to  draw 
in  cart  and  plow  as  the  oxen  do  in  England,  and  that  the  coun- 
try turns  all  people  black  who  go  to  live  there;  with  other  such 
prodigious  phantasms."  The  worthy  and  intelligent  histo- 
rian, whose  life  had  been  spent  in  that  colony,  under  circum- 
stances the  most  favourable  to  extensive  and  accurate  obser- 
tion,  bore  a  very  different  testimonv,  which  may  serve 
equally  well  for  the  present  day — I  can  assure  Avith  great 
truth  that  generally  the  slaves  in  Virginia,  are  not  worked 
near  so  hard,  nor  so  many  hours  in  a  day,  as  the  husbandmen 
and  day  labourers  in  England  ;  that  no  people  more  abhor  the 
thoughts  of  cruel  usage  to  servants  than  the  Virginians."'* 

Since  our  independence,  slave-holding  has  seemed  to  be 
fairly  let  loose  to  the  Briton  for  the  purposes  of  self-congratu- 
lation, and  of  the  execration  of  American  existence  ;  as  if,  in- 
deed, England  retained  no  longer  a  connexion  with  the  West 
Indies;  frequented  no  more  the  coast  of  Africa;  and  had  ac- 
tually ^'  in  the  midst  of  her  rottenness,  torn  off  the  manacles 
of  slaves  all  over  the  world."  The  negro  has  invariably 
figured  in  the  reports  of  the  writers  of  that  nation  who  have 
condescended  to  visit  this  country,  as  a  ^'^  goblin  damn'd;" 
he  is  the  chief  bugbear  which  Lord  Sheffield  set  up,  in  1784, 
to  deter  Irishmen  from  exchanging  the  blessings  of  their  do- 
mestic condition,  for  the  miseries  of  the  American ;  which 
Fearon  was  instructed  to  put  forward  to  correct  that  "  most 
mischievous  evil,"  the  emigration  of  English  artisans  ;  and 
which  Birbeck  has  employed  to  draw  into  his  own  neigh- 
bourhood in  the  Illinois,  such  of  his  countrymen  as  persist 
in  seeking  these  shores,  in  spite  of  Lord  Castlereagh,  and  of 
the  effigies  of  that  evil  "  which  counterbalances  all  the  ex- 
cisemen, licensers,  and  tax-gatherers  of  England." 

The  Edinburgh  Review  having,  in  the  60th  number,  in  the 
article  on  Birbeck's  Travels,  presented  views  tending  to  en- 
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PART  T.  courage  this  disposition  to  emigi-ate,  would  seem  to  have  dis- 
<^'>^'>^  covered  that  it  had  gone  too  far,  and  suddenly  resolved  to 
counteract  the  effects  of  its  first  representations.  This  is  the 
natural  explanation  of  the  patriotic  mood  in  which  we  find  it 
in  the  61st  number,  where  every  thing  in  Britain  is  repre- 
sented as  inspiring  confidence,  and  inviting  contentment ; 
while  all  in  America  is  made  to  wear  a  sinister  and  repulsive 
aspect.  The  zeal  of  a  proselyte  is  proverbially  ardent.  Hav- 
ing, in  a  rapid  evolution,  set  itself  against  emigration,  this 
journal  could,  of  course,  "  keep  no  measures"  with  negro 
slavery  in  America.  Here  was  the  yawning  gulph  of  crime 
and  perdition,  at  which  an  Englishman  should  pause,  as  he 
was  blindly  rushing  onward  from  the  tax-gatherer,  and  the 
"  menacing  hydra  (pauperism)  that  stalked  over  his  native 
land."  Better  remain  where  he  was,  safe  from  the  deinoraliz- 
ing  effects  of  commanding  slaves,  and  with  the  consolation 
at  home,  that  he  had  "  an  inestimable  parliament ;"  that  "  the 
next  twent}^  years  might  bring  a  great  deal  of  internal  im- 
provement that  "  the  apprentice  laws  had  been  swept 
away,"  and  "  the  strong  fortress  of  bigotry  rudely  assailed." 
Care  was  taken  at  the  same  time  not  to  inform  him  how  large 
a  portion  of  our  vast  country,  is  wholly  without  the  institution 
of  slavery  ;  how  small  a  part  of  our  white  population  is  in- 
debted to  the  labour  of  slaves  ; — that  considerably  more  than 
amoiet}^  of  our  whole  population,  inhabiting  distinct  portions 
of  territory,  is  altogether  free  from  the  reproach  and  the  de- 
triment of  commanding  slaves,  while  a  great  probability  ob- 
tains that  within  "  the  next  twenty  years,"  no  inconsiderable 
part  of  the  remainder  will  enjoy  the  same  exemption. 

Nor  were  these  considerations,  or  the  facts  which  I  propose 
presently  to  adduce,  allowed  to  interfere  with  the  design  of  a 
sweeping  ban  against  the  American  people,  which  should  put 
every  Englishman  in  a  better  humour  with  the  "  rottenness" 
of  England,  by  exhibiting  her  in  contradistinction,  as  the  tute- 
lary genius  of  freedom,  and  the  country  after  which  he  han- 
kered, as  marked  with  fouler  stains,  and  doubly  gangrened 
to  the  very  core.  I  have  already  quoted  literally,  the  passage 
of  the  Review,  which  composes  the  grand  arraignment,  and 
will  now  repeat  the  several  weighty  allegations  into  which  it 
is  resolvable.  They  are  as  follows: — The  institution  of  slavery 
is  the  foulest  blot  in  the  national  character  of  America ;  its 
existence  in  her  bosom  is  an  atrocious  crime — the  consumma- 
tion of  wickedness,  and  admits  of  no  sort  of  apology  from 
her  situation ; — the  American,  generally,  is  a  scourger  and 
murderer  of  slaves,  and  therefore  below  the  least  and  lowest  of 
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the  European  nations  in  the  scale  of  wisdom  and  virtue ;  and,  SECT.  IX. 
above  all,  he  sinks,  on  this  account,  immeasurably,  in  the  com-  Vi^^>^^**^ 
parison  with  England,  who,  become  the  agent  of  universal 
emancipation,  may  challenge  the  world  to  decide  which  of 
the  two  people  is  the  most  liable  to  censure,  upon  a  general 
consideration  of  their  demerits.  These  propositions  imply, 
and  may  be  converted  into,  others  of  this  purport — that  Ame- 
rica is  chiefly  to  blame  for  the  establishment  and  continuance 
of  her  negro  slavery  ;  that  she  could  have  suppressed  it  either 
before  or  since  her  independence,  even  with  safety  and  ease  ; 
that  it  is  a  system  of  flagellation  and  murder,  with  which  she 
is  universally  chargeable  ;  that  her  congress  has  remained  in- 
diff'erent  to  its  enormities  ;  that  on  her  own  part  it  is  incom- 
patible with  soundness  of  heart  or  imderstanding,  and  with 
the  love  or  the  possession  of  political  freedom  ;  that  no  nation 
of  Europe,  not  the  lowest  and  least,  presents  a  similar  or 
equally  revolting  spectacle  of  servitude  ;  that  England  exhi- 
bits, within  the  pale  of  her  power,  a  clear  and  glorious  sun- 
shine of  personal  liberty  and  security  ;  that  she  is  in  no  wise 
implicated  in  the  guilt  of  the  American  ;  that  her  dispositions 
have  always  been  benign,  and  her  hands  pure,  in  relation  to 
the  unhappy  race,  whom  we  conspire  to  oppress  and  extermi- 
nate ;  or,  at  least,  that  if  she  has  not  always  been  busy  in 
"  tearing  off  their  manacles,"  and  assuaging  their  sorrows,  if 
she  has  ever  been  taxable  with  a  part  of  their  wrongs,  and 
stained  with  a  feuo  drops  of  their  blood,  she  has,  by  her  subse- 
quent temper  and  conduct,  purged  away  the  taint,  and  made 
ample  amends  to  them,  and  to  the  cause  of  justice  and  freedom. 

America  and  Britain  are  here  put  at  direct  issue,  on 
points  which  vitally  affect  national  character  ;  the  American 
is  cited,  officiously  and  triumphantly,  before  the  world,  by  a 
British  literary  tribunal  on  the  Areopagus  of  Edinburgh,  to 
measure  himself  upon  them  with  the  Briton.  For  the  sake 
of  historical  truth,  as  well  as  for  our  own  honour,  and  the  re- 
pulse of  arrogant  and  invasive  pretensions,  we  are  bound  to 
appear,  and  answer  in  the  best  way  we  can,  towards  our  vin- 
dication, and  the  confusion  of  the  aggressor.  There  is  no 
keenness  or  latitude  of  retaliation  which  will  appear  exces- 
sive after  such  provocation ;  and  indulgence  will  be  readily 
granted,  for  the  same  reason,  should  details  of  fact  be  re- 
produced, either  familiar  to  most  readers,  or  harrowing  for 
the  feelings  of  humanity. 

2.  I  am  not  sorry  to  have  an  opportunity,  at  length,  of 
pleading  the  apology  of  the  early  American  colonists,  on  a 
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PART  I.  score  left  untouched  in  the  pages  which  I  have  devoted  to 
^^">f'"^  them  in  particular.  What  then  is  the  first  general  fact  which 
offers  itself  in  the  question  ?  It  is  this — that  England,  who 
had  been  actively,  eagerly,  engaged  in  the  slave  trade  since 
'  the  year  1562,  herself  supplied  her  North  American  colonists, 
from  the  outset,  with  negroes  whom  she  sought,  and  seized, 
and  manacled  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  dragged  and  sold 
into  this  continent.  The  institution  of  negro  slavery,  "  the 
great  curse  of  America,"  lies,  indisputably,  at  her  door. 
What  was  her  motive  ?  The  alleviation  of  the  lot  of  her 
sons  whom  she  had  driven  into  the  distant  wilderness  ?  No 
British  writer  has  counted  so  far  upon  the  simplicity  of  man- 
kind as  to  hazard  this  explanpvtion.  The  motive  was  sheer 
love  of  gain  ;  omniverous  avarice  ;  looking  not  merely  to  the 
immediate  profit  upon  the  cargo  of  human  flesh,  but  to  the 
greater  and  permanent  productiveness  of  the  settlements 
whose  staples  were  to  be  monopolized  by  the  mother  country. 

Let  it  be  conceded,  that  the  colonists  received  the  auxilia- 
ries thus  brought  to  their  hands,  and  whom  they  durst  not 
reject,  without  repugnance,  perhaps  with  avidity.  But,  con- 
sidering the  nature  of  their  respective  motives  and  situation, 
does  the  guilt  of  the  receiver  in  this  case  bear  any  propor- 
tion to  that  of  the  trader  ?  Can  the  seduced  be  brought 
down,  by  any  principle  of  reasoning,  to  the  level  of  the  se- 
ducer ?  If  the  colonists,  the  southern  particularly,  in  a  new 
climate  noxious  to  the  white  labourer,  but  favourable  to  the 
African  constitution ;  exposed  to  much  physical  suffering 
from  other  causes,  and  to  so  many  additional  influences  de- 
pressing for  the  mind  ;  liable  to  be  called  off"  from  the  cul- 
ture of  the  soil  by  the  irruptions  of  the  savage  native  ; — 
yielded  to  the  temptation  so  immediate,  of  being  relieved 
from  the  wasting  labours  of  the  field,  and  enabled  to  provide 
more  eff'ectually  for  their  defence  against  the  Indian  ; — if  we 
suppose  them  even  to  have  gone  in  quest  of  the  negro  slave, 
in  a  few  instances,  after  the  mother  country  had  set  them  the 
example,  and  given  them  a  taste  of  the  relief  which  he  could 
aff"ord, — are  they  not  to  be  considered  quite  as  excusable  as 
we  can. conceive  men  to  be  by  any  possibility,  in  any  instance 
of  the  adoption  of  domestic  servitude,  or,  indeed,  of  the 
commission  of  any  wrong  ? 

It  is  a  contested  point  whether  the  constitution  even  of  the 
native  white  is  equal  to  the  task  of  cultivating  the  earth  suc- 
cessfullv  in  our  southern  states,  in  the  actual  condition  of  its 
surface  ;  but,  in  the  first  century  of  settlement,  when  the  forest 
was  still  to  be  felled,  and  the  climate,  more  noxious  in  itself, 
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exercised  a  more  fatal  influence,  the  service  of  the  negro  was  SECT, 
more  important,  and  would  naturally  be  thought  indispensa-  ^-^^ 
ble  by  the  colonists. 

This  plea,  too,  may  be  urged  for  them,  that,  in  common 
with  some  of  the  wisest  men  of  the  age,  numbers  believed 
slavery  to  be  strictly  lawful  in  itself,  both  according  to  natu- 
ral and  revealed  religion.  The  same  plea  has,  indeed,  been 
advanced  in  favour  of  the  slave-dealing  nation  ;  but,  though 
we  cannot  suppose  the  conscience  of  the  colonist,  with  the 
bible  in  his  hands,  to  have  remained  at  rest  upon  the  mere 
purchase  and  appropriation,  at  his  door,  of  the  negro,  with 
the  mode  of  whose  acquisition,  in  Africa,  he  was  unacquaint- 
ed, it  is  impossible  to  imagine  so  entire  a  perversion  and  tor- 
por of  human  reason  and  feeling,  as  is  implied  by  the  supposi- 
tion that  the  former,  while  exciting  intestine  wars  in  Africa, 
trepanning  the  unwary,  tearing  the  native  from  the  centre  of 
the  dearest  ties,  exercising,  in  short,  the  most  nefarious  arts, 
and  fell  cruelties,  to  secure  the  African  victim,  could  remain 
insensible  to  the  criminality  of  the  pursuit.  Another  bond- 
age, the  guilt  of  which  none  have  had  the  hardihood  to  palm 
upon  the  colonists,  I  mean  that  of  men  of  their  own  colour 
and  nation,  objects,  for  the  most  part,  of  the  injustice  and 
vengeance  of  faction  and  bigotry  in  the  mother  country, 
tended  to  reconcile  them  the  more  to  the  subjection  of  the  ne- 
gro whom  she  taught  them,  at  the  same  time,  to  regard  as  of 
an  inferior  species.  In  every  way  did  she  familiarize  and 
train  them  to  that  institution  which  she  now  charges  upon 
their  descendants  as  "  the  consummation  of  wickedness." 

3.  It  has  been  shown,  in  my  second  section,  that  the  colo- 
nists became  dissatisfied,  at  an  early  period,  with  the  intro- 
duction of  the  British  convicts  among  them,  and  endeavoured, 
though  ineffectually,  both  by  remonstrance  and  edicts,  to  arrest 
the  practice.  They  conceived,  also,  before  the  expiration  of 
the  seventeenth  century,  both  disgust  and  apprehension  at  the 
importation  of  the  negro  slaves,  and  took,  with  no  better  suc- 
cess, similar  measures  for  its  repression.  Some  few  of  the 
merchants  of  the  northern  colonies  had  embarked  in  the  trade, 
and  a  comparatively  small  number  of  the  victims  was  held  in 
servitude  there  ;  but  only  a  very  short  time  elapsed,  before 
scruples  arose  among  the  conscientious  puritans  and  quakers, 
and  the  whole  system  fell  into  disrepute  and  reprobation. 
Clarkson  has  not  been  able  to  show  for  Great  Britain,  its 
chief  patron  and  agent,  so  early  and  pointed  au  expression  of 
just  views  and  feelings  on  the  subject,  from  any  quarter,  as  ivs 
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I-  found  in  the  following  facts,  which  I  adduce  upon  the  autho- 
^  rity  of  public  records,  and  in  the  language  of  Dr.  Belknap^ 
the  historian  of  New  Hampshire  : 

"  In  1645,  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts,  which  then 
exercised  jurisdiction  over  the  settlements  at  Pascataqua, 
*  thought  proper  to  write  to  Mr.  Williams,  residing  there, 
understanding  that  the  negroes  which  a  Captain  Smyth  had 
brought,  were  fraudulently  and  injuriously  taken  and  brought 
from  Guinea,  by  Captain  Smyth's  confession,  and  the  rest  of 
the  company — that  he  forthwith  send  the  negro,  which  he  had 
of  Captain  Smyth,  hither;  that  he  may  be  sent  home  ;  which 
the  court  do  resolve  to  send  back  without  delay.  And  if  you 
have  any  thing  to  allege,  why  you  should  not  return  him,  to  be 
disposed  of  by  the  court,  it  will  be  expected  you  should 
forthwith  make  it  appear,  either  by  yourself  or  your  agent.'  " 

About  the  same  time,  viz.  1645,  a  law  was  made,  "  pro- 
hibiting the  buying  and  selling  of  slaves,  except  those  taken 
in  lawful  war,  or  reduced  to  servitude  for  their  crimes,  by  a 
judicial  sentence  ;  and  these  were  to  have  the  same  privileges 
as  were  allowed  by  the  law  of  Moses." 

"  Among  the  laws  for  punishing  capital  crimes,  enacted  in 
1649,  is  the  following — '  10.  If  any  man  stealeth  a  man  or 
mankind,  he  shall  be  surely  put  to  death.  Exodus,  xxi.  16.'  "* 

In  1703,  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts  imposed  a  heavy 
duty  on  every  negro  imported,  for  the  payment  of  which  both 
the  vessel  and  master  were  answerable.  In  1767,  they  made  a 
more  direct  attempt  to  effect  the  object  of  that  impost.  A 
bill  was  brought  into  the  House  of  Representatives  "  to  pre- 
vent the  unnatural  and  unwarrantable  custom  of  enslavmg  man- 
kmd^  and  the  importation  of  slaves  into  the  province."  In  its 
progress  it  was  changed,  in  consequence  of  the  utter  improba- 
bility of  the  success  of  one  of  that  scope,  with  the  royal  go- 
vernor, into  "  an  act  for  laying  an  imposton  negroes  imported." 
Even  this  was  so  metamorphosed  and  mutilated  by  the  council, 
that  the  house  refused  to  proceed  in  the  business.  It  must 
have  failed  with  the  governor,  had  it  passed  both  assemblies, 
and  in  whatever  shape,  as  all  the  royal  governors  had  it  in  ex- 
press command  from  the  British  cabinet  to  reject  all  laws  of 
that  description.  The  original  instructions,  afterwards  pub- 
lished, of  the  date  of  June  30th,  1 761  ,toBenning  J .  Wentworth, 
Esquire,  governor  of  New  Hampshire,  contained  this  clause — 


*  See  the  4th  vol.  Massachusetts'  Histor.  Coll.  for  Dr.  Belknap's  account 
of  Slavery  in  that  province. 
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"  You  are  not  to  give  your  assent  to,  or  pass  any  law,  impos-  SECT.  IX. 
ing-  duties  on  negroes  imported  into  New  Hampshire."*  v.^v^'w 

The  legislature  of  Massachusetts  persisted,  in  defiance  of 
the  known  policy  of  the  British  rulers  ;  and  in  January,  1774, 
framed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  prevent  the  importation  of 
negroes,  and  others,  as  slaves  into  this  province."  It  passed 
through  all  the  forms  in  both  houses,  and  was  laid  before 
governor  Hutchinson,  for  his  sanction.  On  the  next  day, 
the  assembly  received  a  harsh  answer,  and  notice  of  pro- 
rogation. The  negroes  of  the  province  had  deputed  a  com- 
mittee respectfully  to  solicit  the  governor's  consent ;  he  told 
them  that  his  instructions  forbade  it.  His  successor.  General 
Gage,  when  solicited  in  the  same  wav,  gave  the  same  answer. 

The  courts  of  justice  in  Massachusetts  went  farther  than 
the  legislature.  Several  blacks  sued  their  masters  for  their 
freedom,  and  for  wages  for  past  service,  upon  the  grounds, 
that  the  royal  charter  expressly  declared  all  persons  born  or 
residing  in  the  province  to  be  as  free  as  the  king's  subjects 
residing  in  Great  Britain  ;  that  by  the  laws  of  England  no 
man  could  be  deprived  of  his  libert}^,  but  by  the  judgment  of 
his  peers ;  that  the  laws  of  the  province  relating  to  an  exist- 
ing evil,  and  attempting  to  mitigate  or  regulate  it,  did  not 
authorize  it ;  that  though  the  slavery  of  the  parents  should  be 
admitted  to  be  legal,  yet  no  disability  of  the  kind  could  de- 
scend to  children.  The  first  trial  took  place  in  1770,  and  ter- 
minated in  favour  of  the  negroes.  Other  suits  were  instituted 
between  that  period  and  the  revolution,  and  the  juries  invaria- 
bly gave  their  verdict  for  the  plaintiflFs.  The  case  of  the 
negro  Somerset  has  been  the  subject  of  unceasing  boast  and 
compliment  for  England.  Yet,  if  we  consider  the  circum- 
stances on  both  sides,  it  must  appear  less  creditable  than  the 
judgment  of  the  Massachusetts  court  in  1770.  The  latter 
preceded  the  British  decision  by  two  years  ;  it  was  given  upon 
equally  broad  principles,  in  the  midst  of  a  long  established 
practice  of  negro  slavery ;  and  in  defiance  of  the  system  of 
the  British  colonial  administration.  We  are  told  by  Clarkson, 
that,  in  1768,  an  African  slave  prosecuted,  in  England,  a  per- 
son of  the  narne  of  Newton,  for  kidnapping  his  wife,  and 
sending  her  to  the  West  Indies  ;  and  obtained  no  more,  upon 
the  conviction  of  the  defendant,  than  one  shilling  damages^ 
and  an  order  for  the  restitution  of  the  woman  within  six 
months ;  that,  with  respect  to  the  doctrine  of  the  immediate 
disenthralmentof  the  African  slave  on  his  arrival  in  England, 


*  See  Gordon,  Hist,  of  Am.  Rev.  vol.  v.  letter  2. 
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PART  I.  Judge  Blackstone  discountenanced  it  when  his  opinion  was 
sought  by  Granville  Sharp  ;  that  no  satisfacton'  answer  could 
be  obtained  from  the  lawyers  to  whom  this  philanthropist 
applied ;  that  Lord  Mansfield  wavered,  or  rather  inclined  to 
the  adverse  sentiment;  and  that,  until  the  trial  of  the  Somer- 
set case,  the  great  question  had  been  studiouslv  avoided. 

Legislative  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  exclusion  of  slaves, 
similar  to  those  of  Massachusetts,  are  recorded  in  the  annals 
of  the  other  New  England  provinces.  Pennsvlvania  and  New 
Jersey  trod  in  their  footsteps,  and  early  displayed  a  strong 
desire,  arising  from  the  same  considerations,  to  plant  an 
effectual  barrier  against  the  evil  of  continued  importation ;  but 
their  enactments  were  regularly  overruled  in  England.* 

The  condition  of  the  slaves,  in  all  the  provinces  north  of 
the  Susquehannah,  was  more  exempt  from  hardship  and  ab- 
jection than  negro  slaver}^  had  ever  been  known  to  be  else- 
where. In  New  England  particularly,  their  lot  was  far 
from  being  severe.  They  were  often  bought  by  conscien- 
tious persons,  for  the  purpose  of  being  well  instructed  in  the 
Christian  religion.  They  had,  universally,  the  enjoyment  of 
the  Sabbath  as  a  day  of  rest  or  of  devotion.  No  greater  toil 
was  exacted  from  them  than  from  the  white  labourers,  who 
worked  in  common  with  them.  In  the  maritime  towns,  they 
served  either  in  families,  as  domestics,  or  at  mechanical  em- 
ployments ;  and  in  neither  case  did  they  fare  worse  than  their 
white  comrades.  In  the  country,  where  they  were  much  less 
numerous,  altogether,  and  in  no  instance  exceeded  three 
or  four  in  the  hands  of  one  proprietor,  they  lived  as  well  as 
their  masters,  and  not  unfrequently  sat  down  to  the  same 
table,  as  their  emancipated  brethren  do  at  this  day,  in  the 
interior  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  eastern  states.  For  se- 
rious offences  they  were  committed  to  the  common  houses  of 
correction,  to  which  disorderly  persons  of  all  colours  were 
sent.  To  be  sold  to  the  West  Indies,  was  the  most  formi- 
V  dable  punishment,  with  which  they  could  be  threatened  or 

'  visited. 

■'  Popular  opinion  early  and  spontaneously  proscribed  the 

slave  trade  ;  disgrace  attached  to  the  character  of  those  who 
were  engaged  in  it  principally  or  ministerially  ;  cases  of  sea- 
men perishing  by  the  homicidal  climate  of  Guinea,  or  in  con- 
tests with  the  natives  ;  and  of  death-bed  repentance  at  home, 
rendering  audible  and  unequivocal  the  voice  of  conscience. 


*  Tlie  law  of  Pennsylvania,  of  1728,  imposing  a  duty  upon  the  importa- 
tion of  negroes,  allows'a  drawback  on  re-exportation. 
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confirmed  the  public  antipathy.  Had  there  been  a  general  SECT, 
readiness  to  engage  in  the  traffic,  the  opportunity  could  not  ^^^^ 
have  been  found.  The  British  merchants,  and  the  Royal 
African  Company  in  particular,  which  I  shall  mention  further 
by  and  by,  were  too  eager  for  the  exclusive  enjoyment,  to  al- 
low the  provincials  to  share  in  it  in  a  material  degree.  The 
American  vessels  which  appeared  on  the  African  coast,  were 
regarded  as  interlopers,  infringing  a  precious  monopoly.  The 
Reports  of  the  "  Proceedings  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
the  state  of  the  African  Company  and  of  the  Trade  to  Africa," 
inform  us,  that  proofs  were  given  by  the  Company  of  some 
ships  trading  directly  from  Virginia,  and  other  parts  of  Ame- 
rica, and  disposing  of  their  cargoes  of  tobacco  and  other  com- 
modities, the  produce  of  that  country,  on  the  coast,  and  in  re- 
turn purchasing  slaves  and  returning  whence  they  came,  under 
the  suffrance  or  rather  open  toleration  of  the  governors  and 
other  subordinate  persons  in  command."  This  fact  of  the 
toleration  of  Americans  was  brought  forward  "  to  prove  the 
injury  the  forts  and  governors  were  to  the  trade  to  Africa  it 
being  also  in  evidence  that "  the  governors  were  all  traders  on 
their  own  account,  err  factors  for  principals  in  England,  and  en- 
deavoured to  forestall  the  market."  In  stating  the  value  of 
the  British  exports  to  America,  Lord  Sheffield  remarks,  in 
his  Observations,  that  there  was  to  be  added  "  between  two 
and  three  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling,  sent  to  Africa 
annually  for  the  purchase  of  slaves  which  were  chieily  import- 
ed by  British  merchants  into  the  American  provinces."  But 
it  is  superfluous  to  adduce  testimony  of  this  kind,  since  no  his- 
torical fact  is  more  notorious,  than  that  by  far  the  greater 
portion  of  the  negroes  introduced  into  North  America,  was 
brought  by  British  vessels,  on  account  of  British  merchants, 
and  under  the  special  sanction  of  the  British  parliament. 

4.  If  the  government  of  the  mother  country,  to  favour  the 
British  trade  with  Africa,  laboured  to  prevent  the  exclusion 
of  negro  slaves  even  from  New  Hampshire,  its  policy  on  this 
head  would  naturally  be  of  a  most  determined  and  jealous 
character  in  reference  to  the  southern  provinces.  The  history 
of  Virginia  furnishes  illustrations  as  creditable  to  her,  as  dis- 
graceful to  the  British  councils  ;  and,  though  that  history  in 
general  may  never  have  been  examined  by  the  writers  of  the 
Edinburgh  Review,  they  cannot  be  supposed  to  have  been 
ignorant  of  the  following  passage  of  Brougham's  Colonial  Po- 
licy.— "Every  measure  proposed  by  the  Colonial  Legislatures, 
that  did  not  meet  the  entire  concurrence  of  the  British  Cabinet, 
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PART  I.  was  sure  to  be  rejected,  in  the  last  instance,  by  the  crown. 

^^'^^'^sm^  In  the  colonies,  the  direct  power  of  the  crown,  backed  by  all 
the  resources  of  the  mother  country,  prevents  any  measure 
obnoxious  to  the  crown  from  being  carried  into  effect,  even  by 
the  unanimous  efforts  of  the  colonial  legislature.  If  examples 
were  required,  we  might  refer  to  the  history  of  the  abolition 
of  the  slave  trade  in  Virginia.  A  duty  on  the  importation  of 
negroes  had  been  imposed,  amounting  to  a  prohibition.  One 
assembly,  induced  by  a  temporary  peculiarity  of  circum- 
stances, repealed  this  law  by  a  bill  which  received  the  imme- 
diate sanction  of  the  crown.  But  never  afterwards  could  the 
royal  assent  be  obtained  to  a  renewal  of  the  duty,  although, 
as  we  are  told  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  all  manner  of  expedients 
were  tried  for  this  purpose,  by  almost  every  subsequent  as- 
sembly that  met  under  the  colonial  government.  The  very 
first  assembly  that  met  under  the  new  constitution,  finally 
prohibited  the  traffic."^ 

I  have  suggested  the  circumstances  which  would  greatly  ex- 
tenuate any  degree  of  eagerness,  on  the  part  of  the  first  inhabi- 
tants of  the  southern  provinces,  in  receiving  the  British  slave 
ships.  Whatever  this  may  have  been  in  Virginia,  the  oppo- 
site disposition  certainly  manifested  itself  in  her  legislature, 
before  the  expiration  of  the  seventeenth  century.  The  learn- 
ed Judge  Tucker,  of  that  state,  whose  notes  on  the  Commen- 
taries of  Blackstone  are  so  highly  and  justly  valued  among 
us,  furnishes  a  list  of  no  less  than  twenty-three  acts,  impos- 
ing duties  on  slaves  imported,  which  occur  in  the  various 
compilations  of  Virginia  laws.  The  first  bears  date  in  the 
year  1699  ;  and  the  real  design  of  all  of  them  was,  not  reve- 
nue, but  the  repression  of  the  importation.  In  general,  the 
buyer  was  charged  with  the  duty,  in  order  to  secure  a  better 
reception  for  the  acts  in  England,  and  particularly  to  render 
them  less  obnoxious  to  the  African  Company.  The  royal  as- 
sent was  first  obtained,  not  without  great  difficulty,  to  a  duty 
of  five  per  cent,  in  this  shape.  Requisitions  for  aids  from  the 
crown,  on  particular  occasions,  furnished  pretexts  for  in- 
creasing the  duty  from  five  to  ten,  and  finally  to  twenty  per 
cent.  In  1772,  most  of  the  duties  previously  imposed  were  re- 
enacted,  and  the  assembly  transmitted,  at  the  same  time,  a 
petition  to  the  throne,  which  speaks  almost  all  that  could  be 
desired  for  the  confusion  of  our  slanderers.  Judge  Tucker 
has  made  the  following  extract  from  it,  in  his  Appendix  to 
the  1st  vol.  pt.  2.  of  Blackstone  : — 
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"  We  are  encouraged  to  look  up  to  the  throne,  and  im--^f'-<'i^ 
plore  your  majesty's  paternal  assistance  in  averting  a  cala- ^^'''"^ 
mity  of  a  most  alarming  nature." 

"  The  importation  of  slaves  into  the  colonies  from  the  coast 
of  Africa,  hath  long'  been  considered  as  a  trade  of  f^reat  inhii- 
manitif^  and  under  its  present  encouragement  ^wt^  have  too  much 
reason  to  fear,  will  endanger  the  very  existence  of  your  ma- 
jesty's American  dominions." 

"  We  are  sensible  that  some  of  your  majesty's  subjects  of 
Great  Britain  may  reap  emoluments  from  this  sort  of  traffic, 
but  when  we  consider  that  it  greatly  retards  the  settlement  of 
the  colonies,  with  more  useful  inhabitants^  and  may  in  time 
have  the  most  destructive  influence,  we  presume  to  hope,  that 
the  interest  of  a  few  will  be  disregarded  when  placed  in  com.- 
petition  with  the  security  and  happiness  of  such  numbers  of 
your  majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects." 

"  Deeply  impressed  with  these  sentiments,  we  most  humbly 
beseech  your  majest}^  to  remove  all  those  restraints  on  your 
majesty^ s  governors  of  this  colony^  which  inhibit  their  assent- 
ing to  such  laws  as  might  check  so  very  pernicious  a  com- 
merce." 

The  petition  proved  unavailing.  In  the  first  clause  of  the 
independent  constitution  of  Virginia,  the  inhuman  use  of 
the  royal  negative"  in  this  matter,  is  enumerated  among  the 
reasons  of  the  separation  from  the  mother  country.  Mr. 
Burke,  as  we  have  seen  in  one  of  the  quotations  which  I 
have  made  from  his  speech  on  the  Conciliation  with  Ame- 
rica, recognized  her  "  refusal  to  deal  any  more  in  the  inhu- 
man traffic  of  the  negro  slaves,  as  one  of  the  causes  of  her 
quarrel  with  Great  Britain."  I  must  claim  permission  to 
connect  here  with  the  petition,  a  statement  subjoined  to  it,  by 
Judge  Tucker,  which  shows  that  it  did  not  cost  the  British  go- 
vernment a  moment's  deliberation  to  sacrifice  "  the  security 
and  happiness  of  such  numbers  of  his  majesty's  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,"  to  "  the  interest  of  the  few"  in  England.  "  I 
have  lately  been  favoured  with  the  perusal  of  a  manuscript 
copy  of  a  letter  from  Granville  Sharp,  Esq.  of  London,  to  a 
friend  of  the  prime  minister,  dated  March  25th,  1794,  in 
which  he  speaks  of  the  petition  thus  :  "  I  myself  was  desired, 
by  a  letter  from  America,  to  inquire  for  an  answer  to  this  ex^ 
traordinai-y  Virginia  petition.  I  waited  on  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  was  informed  by  himself  that  the  petition  was  re,' 
ceived^  but  that  (he  apprehended)  no  answer  would  be  given.'''' 

That  the  inclination  to  impose  the  yoke  of  perpetual  bon- 
dage on  any  part  of  their  fellow  creatures,  if  it  ever  existed 
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T.  among  the  majority  of  the  Virginia  planters,  soon  subsided,  is 
^manifest  from  an  act  which  is  traced  to  1662,  declaring  that 
"  no  Englishman^  trader,  or  other,  who  should  bring  in  any 
Indians  as  servants,  and  assign  them  over  to  anv  other,  should 
sell  them  iox  slaves  ^v^ox  iox  any  other  time  than  English  of  like 
age  could  serve  by  act  of  assembly."  Thus  early  was  the 
state  of  slavery  prohibited,  where  it  was  not  exacted  by  the 
higher  authority:  and  the  first  opportunitvMvas  taken,  after  the 
declaration  of  independence,  to  extinguish  the  detestable 
commerce  so  long  forced  upon  the  province .  In  October,  1 778, 
during  the  tumult  and  anxiety  of  revolution,  the  general  as- 
sembly passed  a  law,  prohibiting,  under  heavy  penalties,  the 
further  importation  of  slaves,  and  declaring  that  every  slave 
imported  thereafter,  should  be  immediately  free.  The  exam- 
ple of  Virginia  was  followed  at  different  times  before  the 
date  of  the  federal  constitution,  by  most  of  the  other  states. 

While  the  mother  country  withheld  from  the  provinces  the 
power  of  arresting  importation,  and  incessantly  added  to  the 
number  of  the  blacks,  the  abolition  of  slavery  itself  was 
wholly  out  of  the  question.  It  was  rendered  impossible  for 
the  southern  colonists,  consistently  with  their  own  preserva- 
tion ;  and  had  it  seemed  practicable,  and  been  attempted  by 
any  of  the  colonial  legislatures,  the  royal  negative  would 
have  been  still  more  readily  and  vigorously  exercised  than  in 
the  case  of  importation.  Even  the  West  India  Islands  en- 
deavoured, from  time  to  time,  to  limit  the  importation  of 
slaves  into  their  ports  ;  and  were  counteracted  by  the  African 
interest^  as  it  was  called,  in  England.  In  1744,  the  legislature 
of  Jamaica  laid  duties  amounting  nearly  to  prohibition  ;  in 
1774,  they  made  a  similar  experiment,  alleging  as  their  mo- 
tive, the  apprehension  excited  in  the  island  by  the  numbers  of 
the  negroes  imported ;  the  merchants  of  England  engaged 
in  the  trade,  took  the  alarm  on  their  side,  petitioned  against 
the  duties,  and  obtained  a  royal  order  to  the  governor  of 
Jamaica  to  discontinue  the  levy. 

In  the  history  of  the  relations  of  Great  Britain  with  the 
American  colonies  in  general,  there  is  no  circumstance  more 
abundantly  evidenced,  than  her  steady  determination  to 
mai,ntain  her  slave  trade  in  the  greatest  activity  and  extent, 
whatever  might  be  theirfeelings  of  disgust  or  apprehension; 
and  however  gloomy  the  aspect  which  the  continuation  of  it 
gave  to  their  destinies.  Their  permanent  welfare,  their  im- 
mediate comfort,  weighed  as  nothing  in  the  balance  with  the 
prosperity  of  the  Royal  Africaa  Company,  and  the  plenty  of 
American  products. 
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All  that  the  English  writers  now  pour  forth  about  the  in-  SECT.  IX. 
trinsic  horrors  and  miseries  of  negro  slavery ;  its  obvious 
and  certain  destructiveness  to  the  morals  of  the  masters  ;  and 
its  equally  manifest  and  inevitable  tendency  to  quench  the- 
spirit  of  liberty,  and  banish  social  order  and  domestic  peace  ; 
all,  if  we  admit  it  to  be  true,  recoils  upon  Great  Britain,  who, 
having  these  things  before  her  eyes,  yet,  from  the  thirst  of 
gain, — in  order  that  her  commerce  and  revenue  should  re- 
ceive every  possible  increase — opened  this  even  worse  than 
Pandora's  box,  upon  the  race  of  her  offspring  in  this  hemis- 
phere, and  remorselessly  continued  to  replenish  it,  in  spite 
of  their  remonstrances  and  terrors,  as  long  as  they  remained 
subject  to  her  control. 

The  act  xvh'ich  dissolved  the  indentures  of  servants  enlisting 
in  his  majesties  service  in  America^  is  the  only  one  in  the  re- 
cords of  the  British  parliament,  that  looked  to  the  "  tearing 
oft'  manacles"  here.  Not  a  single  step  was  ever  taken  by  the 
British  government,  towards  the  suppression  or  mitigation, 
of  any  form  of  bondage  in  the  North  American  provinces. 

5.  From  the  facts  which  I  have  adduced,  we  may  confi- 
dently infer,  that  the  North  American  provinces  would,  but 
for  the  oppressive  and  avaricious  opposition  of  the  mother 
country,  have  put  a  stop  to  the  importation  of  negroes  at  a 
much  earlier  period  than  the  era  of  their  independence.  We 
may  even  believe,  that,  with  their  general  dispositions  and 
views,  they  would  have  gone  further;  since  the  multiplica- 
tion of  the  slaves  presented,  next  to  the  will  of  the  British 
government,  the  most  serious  obstacle  to  abolition.  We 
have  scarcelv  room  to  doubt  of  the  course  which  New  Eng- 
land, New  Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania,  in  particular,  would 
have  pursued,  in  their  more  favourable  domestic  situation, 
and  under  the  influence  of  their  more  rigorous  principles,  had 
they  been  free  to  act  as  these  must  have  prompted.  As  little 
doubt  can  be  entertained,  that,  if  their  colonial  connexion 
with  Great  Britain  had  continued,  they  would  have  been  com- 
pelled to  submit  to  the  continuance  of  the  evils  in  question. 

The  voice  of  religion  and  humanity  crying  out  against  the 
traffic  in  human  flesh,  was  heard  at  an  earlier  period,  and  more 
distinctly,  from  the  bosom  of  these  colonies,  than  from  any 
other  part  of  the  British  dominions.  Clarkson  has  narrated 
at  large,  in  his  History  of  the  Abolition,  the  systematic  efforts 
towards  that  end,  of  benevolent  individuals  on  this  side  of  the- 
Atlantic.  He  was  unacquainted  with  the  pamphlet  of  George 
Keith,  written  before  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century;  but' 
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he  has  celebrated  the  labours  of  Lay,  Sandiford,  Woolman, 
Benezet,  and  Rush.  The  Scottish  critics  might  have  learned 
from  him,  that  the  writings  which  gave  the  first  impulse,  and 
exerted  the  widest  influence,  in  the  cause  which  they  have 
united  with  him  in  exalting  to  the  skies,  issued  from  this 
quarter  that  a  numerous  society  devoted  to  that  cause,  and 
composed  of  men  of  all  religious  denominations,  was  organ- 
ized here  twelve  years  before  anv  association  for  the  same 
purpose  existed  in  England.  There,  a  multitude  of  writers 
and  speakers  have  contended  for  the  justice^  humanity^  and 
evangelical  character  of  the  slave  trade  :  here,  we  have  had 
no  instance  of  a  formal  vindication  of  it,  in  any  shape.  I 
have  never  heard  of  an  American  speech  or  pamphlet  on  the 
subject,  which  did  not  acknowledge  its  atrocity. 

England  renounced  the  slave  trade  on  the  25th  of  March, 
1807,  by  a  law  which  enacted,  that  no  vessels  should  clear  out 
for  slaves  from  any  port  within  the  British  dominions  after  the 
1st  of  Mav,  1807,  and  that  no  slave  should  be  landed  in  the 
colonies  after  the  \st  of  March^  1 808.  She  has  claimed  the  me- 
rit of  having  set  the  example  of  this  renunciation  to  the  world. 
Lord  Castlereagh  boasted,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the 
9th  of  February,  1818,  that,  on  the  subject  of  making  the  slave 
traflic  punishable  as  a  crime.  Great  Britain  had  led  the  way. 
Virginia  was,  however,  a  sovereign  and  independent  state, 
when  she  abolished  the  traffic  in  1778.  Pennsylvania,  Mas- 
sachusetts, Connecticut,  and  Rhode  Island,  had  the  same  cha- 
racter, when  they  prohibited  it  to  their  citizens,  in  whatever 
degree  or  form,  and  under  the  severest  penalties,  in  the  years 
1780,  1787,  1788.  On  the  16th  of  March,  1792,  Denmark 
promulged  a  law  on  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade,  which  pro- 
vided for  its  total  cessation  on  the  part  or  in  behalf  of  Danish 
subjects,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  1803  ;  and  which  pre- 
scribed that  all  importations  of  slaves  into  the  Danish  domi- 
nions should  cease  at  the  same  period.  This  law  was  carried 
into  complete  execution,  according  to  the  letter,  and  has 
been  faithfully  observed.  It  established,  besides,  some  very 
salutarv  regulations  for  the  improvement  of  the  mind,  morals, 
and  general  condition  of  the  blacks  in  the  Danish  Islands. 

The  American  continental  Congress,  so  called,  passed  a  re- 
solution against  the  purchase  of  slaves  imported  from  Africa ; 
and  published  an  exhortation  to  the  colonies  to  abandon  the 


*  Scarcely  any  sug'gestion  on  the  subject,  of  real  importance,  has  been 
made  hi  Kng-land,  \\liich  ii  not  to  be  found  in  Anthony  Benezet's  work,  en 
titled    Soiiie  Historical  Account  of  Guinea."  * 
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trade  altogether.  The  third  Congress  of  the  United  States,  SECT.  ix. 
under  the  present  federal  constitution,  prohibited  the  carrying  v^"n<^w 
on  of  the  slave  trade  from  our  ports.  But  in  order  to  show 
more  fully,  the  grounds  upon  which  the  American  govern- 
ment may  contest  the  merit,  both  of  priorit>^  and  zeal  with 
the  British,  I  will  transcribe  from  the  general  index  to  the 
laws  of  the  former,  the  abstract  of  what  it  had  done  in  this 
respect,  before  the  date  of  the  British  prohibition. 

1.  Xo  citizens  or  others  to  build  or  fit  out  vessels,  &c.  to  carry  on  the  slave 
trade  to  or  between  foreign  countries,  &c. — Vessels  fitted  out,  Sic.  to  carry 
on  the  slave  trade,  to  be  foifelted,  &c.  (22d  March,  1794.) 

2.  Two  thousand  dollars  forfeit  for  persons  fitting-  out  vessels,  or  aiding,  &c. 

3.  Owners,  &c.  of  foreign  vessels,  suspected  of  intention  to  trade  in  slaves, 
&c.  to  give  bond,  &c. 

4.  Forfeit  of  two  hundred  dollars  by  citizens,  for  every  person  received  on 
board  for  the  purpose  of  being  sold  as  a  slave,  8sc.  A  moiety  to  the  per- 
son suing.  Sec 

5.  The  importation  of  slaves  into  the  Mississippi  territory  from  foreign 
parts  prohibited,  under  penalty  of  three  hundred  doUai-s  for  each  one ; 
and  slaves  imported  entitled  to  freedom    (7th  April,  1798.) 

6.  Citizens  or  residents  prohibited  from  holding  any  right  or  property  in 
vessels  employed  in  transporting  slaves  from  one  foreign  countr}-  to  ano- 
ther, on  pain  of  forfeiting  their  riglit  of  property,  and  also  double  the 
value  of  that  right  in  money,  and  likewise  double  the  value  of  the  interest 
in  the  slaves. 

7.  Citizens  or  residents  not  to  serve  on  board  vessels  of  the  United  States 
employed  in  tlie  transportation  of  slaves  from  one  foreigTi  country  to 
another,  &c.  on  pain  of  fine  and  imprisonment,  &c.  (10th  May,  1800.) 

8.  Citizens  volunUrily  serving  on  board  foreign  ships  employed  in  the  slave 
trade,  liable  to  disabilities,  penalties,  Sec. 

9.  Commissioned  vessels  of  the  United  States  may  seize  vessels  employed 
contrary-  to  this  act.  Sec. 

10.  Vessels  seized  for  trading  in  slaves,  contrary  to  this  act,  together  with 
tackle,  guns,  goods  on  board,  &c.  except  slaves,  forfeited,  Sec. 

11.  Commanders  of  commissioned  vessels  to  take  officers  and  crews  of  ves- 
sels employed  contrary  to  this  act,  Sec.  into  custody.  Sec. 

12.  District  and  circuit  courts  to  have  cognizance  of  offences  ag^dnst  the  pro- 
hibitions of  this  act. 

13.  Nothing  in  this  act  to  authorize  the  bringing  into  any  state  prohibited 
persons. 

14.  A  moiety  of  forfeitures  to  informers,  except  where  the  prosecution  is 
first  instituted  on  behalf  of  the  United  States. 

15.  After  the  1st  of  April,  1803,  masters  of  vessels  not  to  bring  into  any 
port,  where  the  laws  of  a  state  prohibit  the  importation,  any  negro,  mu- 
latto. Sec.  not  a  native,  a  citizen,  registered  seaman.  Sec.  under  the  penalty 
of  one  thousand  dollars.  (28th  Feb.  1803.) 

16.  The  persons  sued  under  this  act,  may  be  held  to  special  bail. 

17.  Nothing  in  this  act  to  prohibit  the  admission  of  Indians. 

18.  Vessels  arriving  with  negroes,  mulattoes,  or  other  prohibited  persons  on 
board,  not  to  be  admitted  to  entry,  Sec. 

19.  If  any  negro.  Sec.  be  landed  in  any  prohibited  port  or  place.  Sec.  the  ves- 
sel,  Sec.  to  be  forfeited  :  A  moiety  of  the  forfeiture  to  the  informer. 

20.  The  oflBcers  of  tlie  customs  to  notice  and  be  governed  by,  the  laws  of 
states  prohibiting  the  admission  of  negroes,  Sec.  and  vigilantly  to  carry 
them  into  effect,  Sec. 
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PART  I  21.  The  importation  of  slaves  prohibited  after  the  1st  of  January,  1808. 
^^.^.^^     (2d  March,  1807.) 

22.  Vessels  fitted  out  or  sailing',  after  the  1st  of  Januar\',  1808,  for  the 
purpose  of  transporting-  slaves  to  any  port  or  place  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  United  States,  may  be  seized,  condemned,  S:c.  in  any  of  the 
circuit  or  district  courts,  for  the  districts  where  the  vessels  may  be  found 
or  seized. 

23.  Persons  fitting  out  vessels,  &c.  to  be  employed  in  the  slave  trade,  after 
the  1st  of  January,  1808,  or  aiding  or  abetting",  8cc.  to  forfeit  severally, 
twenty  thousand  dollars. — A  moiety  of  the  forfeiture  to  the  person  pro- 
secutinpc. 

•  24.  Five  thousand  dollars  forfeit  for  taking  on  board  from  any  of  the  coasts 
or  kingdoms  of  Africa,  after  the  1st  of  January,  1808,  any  negro,  mulatto, 
&c.  for  the  purpose  of  selling  them  as  slaves  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  &c. — A  moiety  of  the  forfeiture  to  the  person  prosecuting, 
&c. 

25.  Vessels  in  which  negroes,  &c.  have  been  transported,  their  tackle,  ap- 
parel, &.C.  to  be  forfeited,  &.c. 

26.  Neither  the  importer,  nor  persons  claiming  under  him,  to  hold  any  right 
to  any  negro,  &.c.  brought  within  the  United  States,  he:  in  violation  of  this 
law,  but  such  negro,  &.c.  to  remain  subject  to  the  regulations  of  the  legis- 
latures of  the  several  states,  &c, 

27.  (Citizens  or  residents  taking  on  board,  after  the  1st  of  January,  1808, 
from  the  coasts  or  kingdoms  of  Africa,  he.  any  negro,  mulatto,  he.  and 
transporting  and  selling  them  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Slates, 
as  slaves,  he.  to  suffer  imprisonment  from  Jive  to  ten  years,  and  pay  a  fine, 
from  one  to  ten  thousand  dollars. 

28.  Forfeit  of  eight  hundred  dollars  for  selling  any  negro,  &c.  imported 
fi'om  any  foreign  kingdom,  he.  after  the  31st  of  December,  1807,  &c. — A 
moiety  of  the  forfeiture  to  the  person  prosecuting,  he. — The  forfeiture 
not  to  extend  to  the  seller  or  purchaser  of  any  negro,  he.  disposed  of  by 
virtue  of  any  regulations  of  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states,  in  pur- 
suance of  this  act  and  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

29.  Vessels  found,  after  the  1st  of  January,  1808,  in  any  river,  port,  bay,  &;c. 
within  the  jurisdictional  limits  of  the  United  States,  &c.  having  on  board 
any  negro,  he.  for  the  purpose  of  selling  them  as  slaves,  he.  to  be  for- 
feited, together  with  their  tackle,  goods  on  board,  he. 

30.  The  president  may 'employ  armed  vessels  to  cruize  on  any  part  of  the 
coast  where  he  may  judge  attempts  will  be  made  to  violate  this  act,  and 
instruct  commanders  of  armed  vessels  to  seize  and  bring  in  vessels  found 
on  the  high  seas  contravening  the  provisions  of  this  law,  he. — Masters  of 
vessels  seized,  he.  hable  to  prosecution,  and  to  a  fine,  not  exceeding  ten 
thousand  dollars,  and  to  imprisonment  from  tivo  to  four  years. — The  proceeds 
of  vessels,  8cc.  seized,  prosecuted,  and  condemned,  to  be  divided  equally 
between  the  United  States  and  the  officers  and  men,  he.  whether  of  the 
navy  or  revenue  cutters,  and  distributed  as  in  the  case  of  prizes,  &.c.  The 
officers  and  men  thus  entitled  are  to  safe  keep  every  negro,  mulatto,  &c. 
and  deliver  them  to  persons  appointed  to  receive  them,  he. 

31.  Masters  of  vessels  of  less  than  forty  tons  burden,  not  to  take  on  board 
after  the  1st  of  January,  1808,  nor  transport,  any  negro,  he.  to  any  port  or 
place  whatever,  for  the  purpose  of  disposing  of  him  as  a  slave,  on  penalty 
of  forfeiting  eight  hundred  dollars. — A  moiety  of  the  forfeiture  to  the  per- 
son prosecuting,  &c. — But  nothing  in  this  section  to  prohibit  the  transport- 
ing, on  any  river  or  inland  bay  of  the  sea,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  any  negro,  &c.  not  imported  contrary  to  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  in  any  vessel  or  species  of  craft  whatever. 
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32.  Masters  of  vessels,  of  the  burden  of  forty  tons  or  more,  after  the  1st  of  SECT.  IX. 
January,  1808,  sailing-  coastwise,  &.c.  and  having  on  board  any  negro,  &.c.  v^-y^^/ 
to  be  transported  and  sold  as  slaves,  8tc.  to  make  out  and  subscribe  dupli- 
cate manifests  of  every  negro,  &c.  and  deliver  the  manifests  to  the  collec- 
tor or  surveyor,  &c.  The  master,  owner,  &c.  to  swear  that  the  persons 
were  not  imported  after  the  1st  of  Januar}^  1808,  &c. — The  collector  or 
surveyor  to  certify,  &c.  grant  a  permit  to  proceed.  Sec. 

S3.  Vessels  departing  without  the  master's  having  made  out  and  subscribed 
duplicate  manifests  of  every  negro,  &c.  on  board,  &c.  or  taking  on 
board  any  other  negro,  &c.  than  those  specified  in  the  manifests,  to  be  for- 
feited, together  with  tackle,  apparel,  &c.  , 

34.  The  master,  &c.  to  forfeit  one  thousand  dollars  for  every  negro,  Sec. 
transported,  &c.  contrary  to  this  act. — A  moiety  of  the  forfeiture  to  the 
person  prosecuting,  &c 

35.  The  master,  8tc.  of  every  vessel  of  forty  tons  or  more,  sailing  coastwise 
after  the  1st  of  January,  1808,  and  having  on  board  any  negi'o,  &,c.  to  sell, 
&c.  arriving  in  one  port  of  the  United  States  from  another,  to  deliver  the 
certified  manifest,  8cc.  and  swear  to  the  truth  of  it,  &c. — If  the  collector, 
&c.  is  satisfied,  &c.  he  is  to  grant  a  permit  for  the  landhig  of  the  negro, 
&c. 

.36.  Masters,  &c.  neglecting  or  refusingto  deliver  the  manifests,  or  landingany 
negro,  &c.  before  delivering  manifests,  &c.  to  forfeit  ten  thousand  dollars. 
A  moiety  of  the  forfeiture  to  the  person  prosecuting,  &c. 

It  is  seen  by  the  foregoing  abstract,  that  federal  America 
interdicted  the  trade  from  her  ports,  thirteen  years  before 
Great  Britain ;  that  she  made  "  it  punishable  as  a  crime," 
seven  years  before  ;  that  she  fixed,  four  years  sooner, 
the  period  for  non-importation — which  period  was  earlier 
than  that  determined  upon  by  Great  Britain  for  her  colonies. 
We  ought  not  to  overlook  the  circumstance,  that  these  mea- 
sures were  taken,  by  a  legislature  composed  in  considerable 
part,  of  the  representatives  of  slave-holding  states  ;  slave- 
holders themselves,  in  whom,  of  course,  according  to  the  doc- 
trine of  the  Edinburgh  Review,  conscience  had  suspended 
its  functions,"  and  "justice,  gentleness,  and  pity,"  were  ex- 
tinguished. What  are  we  to  think  of  the  British  Parliament, 
which  suffered  itself  to  be  outstripped  thus  by  such  men  ?  and 
when  would  it  have  abolished  the  trade,  had  it  contained 
an  equal  proportion  of  slave-holders  from  the  West  In- 
dies ?^ 

In  truth,  the  representatives  from  our  southern  states  have 
been  foremost  in  testifying  their  abhorrence  of  the  traffic ;  an 
abhorrence  springing  from  a  deep  sense,  not  merely  of  its  ini- 
quity, but  of  the  magnitude  of  the  evil  which  it  has  entailed 
upon  their  country.    It  was  only  at  the  last  session  of  the 


*  Mr.  Pitt  said,  (1792)  that  the  "  Parliament  being  now  fully  convinced  of 
the  cruelty  and  injustice  of  the  slave  trade,  it  was  their  duty  to  put  an  end  to 
it.  Were  the  West  India  planters  to  be  consulted  they  might  think  differ* 
ently,"  Sec,  (Parliamentary  History.) 
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PART  I.  American  Congress,  (March  1st,  1819,)  that  a  member  fronn 
w^v^'W  Virginia  proposed  the  following  regulation,  to  which  the 
House  of  Representatives  agreed  without  a  division. — "Every 
person  who  shall  import  into  the  United  States,  or  knowingly 
aid  or  abet  the  importation  into  the  United  States,  of  any 
African  negro,  or  other  person,  wnth  intent  to  sell  or  use  such 
negro,  or  other  person,  as  a  slave,  or  shall  purchase  any  such 
slave,  knowing  him  or  her  to  be  thus  imported,  shall,  on  con- 
viction thereof,  in  any  circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  be 
piimshed  xuith  death. "^"^  The  rarity  of  capital  punishment  in 
the  penal  code  of  the  United  States,  and  the  extreme  aver- 
sion from  a  recourse  to  it,  universally  prevailing,  make  this 
instance  a  potent  proof  of  the  sincerit}^  of  the  dispositions 
which  we  profess  respecting  the  slave  trade.  Additional 
evidence  not  less  striking,  is  afforded  by  the  act  which  pass- 
ed and  became  a  law^  at  the  same  time,  and  of  which  the 
printed  abstract  is  as  follows : 

"  1.  An  act  in  addition  to  the  acts  prohibiting  the  slave 
trade.  (3d  March,  1819.) 

"  The  president  may  employ  the  armed  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  cruise  on  the  American  coast,  or  coast  of  Africa, 
to  enforce  the  acts  of  congress  prohibiting  the  slave  trade. 
Vessels  employed,  contrary  to  law,  in  the  traffic  of  slaves, 
may  be  seized  by  the  armed  vessels,  and  brought  into  port. 
The  proceeds  to  be  equally  divided  between  the  United  States 
and  the  captors,  w^hether  by  an  armed  vessel  or  revenue  cut- 
ter. The  captors  to  safe  keep  and  deliver  the  negroes,  &c.  to 
the  marshal,  &c.  transmitting  a  descriptive  list  to  the  presi- 
dent;  and  the  commanders  are  to  apprehend  every  person 
found  on  board  the  offending  vessels,  being  officers  and  crew, 
and  deliver  them  over  to  the  civil  authority.  The  president 
to  make  regulations  for  the  safe  keeping,  support,  and  re- 
moval out  of  the  United  States,  of  the  negroes,  &c.  deliver- 
ed and  brought  within  their  jurisdiction,  and  may  appoint 
agents  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  to  receive  negroes,  &c.  A 
bounty  of  twents-flye  dollars  to  the  officers  and  crews  of  com- 
missioned vessels  and  revenue  cutters,  for  every  negro,  85c. 
delivered  to  the  marshal,  &c.  Prosecution,  by  information, 
against  persons  holding  negroes,  &c.  unlawfully  introduced. 
Fifty  dollars  to  informant  for  each  negro,  &c.  thus  deliver- 
ed to  the  marshal  from  the  unlawful  holder,  by  judgment  of 
the  court,  besides  the  usual  penalties." 

6.  If  there  be  anv  two  pieces  of  history  which  Great  Bri- 
tain should  wish  to  see  extinguished,  in  particular,  they  are 
the  accounts  of  the  African  slave  trade  itself,  and  of  her  abo- 
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lition  of  that  trade.  Clarkson's  relation  of  the  Abolition  is  a  SECT.  ix. 
memorial,  which,  though  it  has  left  nothing  that  is  any  way  v-^^v^w 
creditable  in  the  progress  of  the  affair,  unemblazoned,  and 
magnifies  inordinately  the  lustre  and  utility  of  the  result,  still 
presents  a  balance  of  infamy,  which,  in  my  opinion,  renders 
it  desirable  that  the  whole  were  expunged,  for  the  honour  of 
human  nature.  The  enormity  of  the  system  of  crime  and 
cruelty  which  he  lays  open ;  the  hardened  depravity  of  the 
sea-ports  which  he  visited  j  the  pusillanimity  and  prevarica- 
tion of  witnesses  ;  the  effrontery  and  security  of  culprits  ;  the 
mean  and  wicked  arts  practised  by  the  highest  and  the  lowest 
of  the  kingdom,  to  defeat  his  purpose  ;  the  long  resistance  of 
parliament,  after  the  fullest  proof  of  the  facts  ;  the  tenor  of 
the  speeches  delivered  there  by  some  of  the  members  in  oppo- 
sition ;  and  many  other  similar  traits  salient  in  his  book,  are 
far  from  being  redeemed  by  the  act  of  abolition,  especially 
when  attention  is  given  to  some  of  the  grounds  upon  which 
it  was  obtained,  and  to  the  sequel,  which  I  propose  to  notice 
in  due  time.  We  Americans  would  trust  it  to  the  bitterest 
enemy  of  these  States,  to  deduce  a  narrative  of  their  aboli- 
tion of  the  traffic  ;  challenge  him  to  lay  on  what  colours  % 
he  pleased ;  and,  provided  he  would  take  the  facts  as  his 
ground  work,  remain  assured  that  while  the  world  posses- 
sed Clarkson's  work,  we  could  but  rise  in  its  estimation. 

As  a  general  proposition,  it  is  undeniable,  that  the  nation 
which  wrested  the  African  from  his  home,  and  sold  him  into 
perpetual  bondage,  is  as  criminal,  at  least,  as  those  by  whom  he 
was  purchased,  and  who  may  have  retained  him  in  that  state  : 
It  is  no  less  evident,  that  a.fter  having  thrown  millions  of  ne- 
groes into  one  quarter  of  the  world,  and  reaped  the  profits  of 
the  horrible  traffic,  it  is  not  for  her  to  upbraid  the  purchasers 
for  using  their  bargain,  and  to  summon  them,  in  the  name  of 
justice,  humanity,  and  natural  rights,  to  relinquish  at  once 
their  hold,  at  whatever  loss  and  risk  to  themselves.  Yet  this 
is  what  is  done  towards  the  Americans,  by  the  writers  of  the 
Edinburgh  Review,  in  their  character  of  Britons,  and  upon 
the  foundation  of  the  British  abolition  of  the  slave  trade.  It 
is,  therefore,  fair  to  pass  in  review  the  facts  which  go  to  show, 
that  they  have  no  such  privilege,  but  are  obnoxious  to  the 
maxims  which  I  have  just  stated. 

The  English  embarked  in  the  slave  trade  in  the  year  1562. 
In  that  year  they  carried  slaves  to  Hispaniola  ;  and  the  first 
cargo  was  obtained  with  circumstances  of  abominable  fraud.* 


♦  Seetlie  Histoi-yof  Hawkins's  Voyag'e  in  Hack'uyt's  Collection,  or  in  the 
4'th  Book,  c.  ii.  of  Edwards's  History  of  the  West  Indies.   Hawkins  was  after- 
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It  proved  lucrative,  and  immediately,  associations  were  form- 
ed in  England,  among  the  most  opulent  and  distinguished  men 
of  the  country,  to  follow  up  the  adventure.  Soon  the  object 
began  to  be  considered  as  of  national  importance,  and  so  early 
as  the  16th  of  James  I,  a  royal  charter  was  granted  to  a  num- 
ber of  eminent  citizens  of  London,  as  a  joint  stock  company, 
to  carry  on  a  trade  to  Africa,  with  an  exclusive  privilege. 
The  private  merchants,  envious  of  the  harvest  which  seemed 
to  await  the  company,  interloped  upon  the  African  coast,  and 
so  embarrassed  the  trade  that  the  charter  was  abandoned. 
Another  company  was  created  by  Charles  I;  but  it  shared  the 
same  fate,  from  the  same  cause, — the  cupidity  and  miscon- 
duct of  the  unlicensed  adventurers.  "  On  the  accession  of 
Charles  II,"  says  Davenant,*  "  a  representation  being  soon 
made  to  him,  that  the  British  plantations  in  America  were,  by 
degrees,  advancing  to  such  a  condition  as  necessarily  required 
a  greater  yearly  supply  of  servants  and  labourers  than  could 
well  be  spared  from  England,  without  the  danger  of  depopu- 
lating his  majesty's  native  dominions,  his  majesty  did  {upon 
account  of  supplying-  these  plantations  with  negroes)  publicly 
invite  all  his  subjects  to  the  subscription  of  a  new  joint  stock, 
for  recovering  and  carrying  on  the  trade  to  Africa." 

His  majesty's  subjects  obeyed  the  call  with  alacrity  ;  and 
some  of  the  most  imposing  names  of  the  kingdom  appear  at 
the  head  of  the  ample  subscription  list.  But  poachers  swarm- 
ed again,  and  iplea-dedtheirnaturalrig-ht^  and  parliament  found 
it  expedient,  in.l69r,  to  lay  open  the  trade  for  a  term  of  years. 
The  recrimination  between  the  privileged  and  the  interloping 
traders,  unfolds  abuses  and  enormities  committed  before  the 
commencement  of  the  18th  century,  similar  to  those  which 
were  proved  to  parliament,  when  the  question  of  abolition 
v/as  agitated.  It  would  be  needless  for  me  to  detail  the  pro- 
gress of  the  African  trade  to  the  highest  consideration  and 
favour  with  the  government ;  the  contest  maintained  with  the 
commercial  nations  of  the  continent  for  the  monopoly  of  that 


wards  knighted  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  made  Treasurer  of  the  Navy.  "  The 
success  which  attended  the  first  expedition  to  Guinea,"  says  Edwards, 
''appears  to  have  attracted  the  notice  and  excited  the  avarice  of  the  British 
government.  We  find  Hawkins  in  the  following  year,  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand of  one  of  the  queen's  ships,  the  Jesus,  of  700  tons,  and  with  the  Solomon, 
the  Tiffev,  and  the  Swallow,  sent  a  second  time  on  the  same  trading-  expedi- 
tion. In  regard  to  Hawkins,  he  was,  I  admit,  a  Murderer  and  a  Robber. 
His  avowed  purpose  in  sailing  to  Guinea  was  to  seize  by  stratagem,  or 
force,  and  carry  away  the  unsuspecting  natives,  in  the  view  of  selling  them 
as  slaves,  &:c.'* 
*  Reflections  on  tlie  African  Trade,  vol.  T.  of  his  Works. 
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trade,  and  the  successful  advances  made  to  this  "  consum- SECT,  ix, 
mation  of  wickedness."     Factories  were  formed  on  the  ^^'"^'''^ 
African  coast;  forts  built;  grants  of  money  obtained  from 
parliament;*  and  in  the  year  1792,  twenty-six  acts  of  that 
body,  encouraging  and  sanctioning  the  trade,  could  be  enu- 
merated by  its  friends. 

In  the  year  1689,  England  made  a  regular  convention  with 
Spain,  for  supplying  the  Spanish  West  Indies  with  negro 
slaves  from  the  island  of  Jamaica.  The  twelfth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  (1713)  "grants  to  her  Britannic  majesty 
and  to  the  company  of  her  subjects  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose, (the  South  Sea  Company) — as  well  the  subjects  of  Spain 
as  all  others  being  excluded — the  contract  for  introducing 
negroes  into  several  parts  of  the  dominions  of  his  Catholic 
majesty  in  America,  (commonly  called  El  pacto  de  el  assiento 
de  negros)  at  the  rate  of  4,800  negroes  yearly,  for  the  space 
of  thirty  years  successivelv-" 

To  this  compact  there  have  been  two  pointed  references  of 
late  in  the  British  parliament,  which  I  will  repeat  here  in  fur- 
ther explanation  of  its  character.  By  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,'* 
said  Mr.  Brougham,  (I6th  June,  1812)  "which  the  execrations 
of  ages  have  left  inadequately  censured.  Great  Britain  was 
content  to  obtain,  as  the  whole  price  of  Ramillies  and  Blen- 
heim, an  additional  share  of  the  accursed  slave  trade." 

Mr.  C.  Grant,  jun.  said,  (Feb!  9th,  1818)  "  that  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  last  century,  we  deemed  it  a  great  advantage  to 
obtain  by  the  Assiento  contract,  the  right  of  supplying  with 
slaves  the  possessions  of  that  very  power  which  we  were  now 
payingforabolishing  the  trade.  During  the  negociations  which 
preceded  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  we  higgled  for  four 
years  longer  of  this  exclusive  trade;  and  in  the  treaty  of  Mad- 
rid, w^e  clung  to  the  last  remains  of  the  Assiento  contract." 

By  degrees  the  English  merchants  engi;ossed  permanently 
two-thirds  of  the  whole  African  exportation,  and  became  the 
carriers  for  the  European  world.  They  either  supplied  the 
French  Islands  directly,  or  served  as  the  factors  of  the  French 
trader  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  They  occasionally  hired 
their  ships  to  France,  to  be  manned  and  equipped  in  the 
French  ports.  They  stocked  Trinidad,  and  the  province  of 
Caraccas,  by  contract  with  the  Spanish  government ;  and,  in 
the  years  1786  and  1788,  the  Havannah.    The  Philippine 


*  From  1739  to  1744,  it  annually  voted  to  the  African  Company  10,000/. 
sterling,  to  pay  their  debts  ;  in  1744,  the  grant  was  doubled  by  reason  of  the 
war  with  Fr^ce  and  Spain. 
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PART  I.  Company  of  Spain,  when  invested  with  the  exclusive  privi- 
^^"^''^w  lege  of  importing  slaves  into  South  America,  employed,  by 
contract,  British  vessels,  manned  by  British  seamen.  The 
re-exportation  from  the  British  West  Indies,  for  double  pro- 
fit, was  so  far  encouraged,  that  by  the  West  India  free  port 
act  of  1766,  foreign  vessels  were  allowed  to  carry  from  the 
free  ports,  negroes  imported  in  British  ships.  England  es- 
tablished a  higher  reputation  than  any  other  power  for  skill  in 
the  management  of  the  trade,  and  in  the  choice  and  prepara- 
tion of  the  articles  of  barter.  Among  her  chief  exports  to 
Africa  were  British  spirits,  rum  and  brandy,  guns,  cutlasses, 
and  ammunition.  Of  three  millions  of  pounds  of  gunpowder, 
which  she  exported  in  one  year,  one-half  was  sent  to  the  West 
Coast  alone  ;  and,  as  I  have  already  had  occasion  to  remark, 
several  thousand  persons  v/ere  exclusively  employed  in  Bir- 
mingham, in  manufacturing  guns  for  that  market.  In  a  Report 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  dated  1775,  stress  is  laid  upon  the  ne- 
cessity of  encouraging  the  trade  of  fire-arms  to  Africa. 

England  employed  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hun- 
dred ships  in  the  slave  trade,  and  carried  off,  on  the  average, 
forty  thousand  negroes  annually;  at  times,  one-half  more, 
in  the  \^ear.  In  1768,  the  number  which  she  took  from  the 
coast  between  Cape  Blanco  and  the  Rio  Congo,  reached 
59,400,  more  than  double  the  share  that  fell  to  all  the  other 
traders.  Mr.  Pitt  said,  in  1792,  that  Jamaica  had  imported 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  negroes  in  the  course  of  twen- 
ty^ years,  and  that  this  was  admitted  to  be  only  one-tenth  of 
the  traffic.  Mr.  Dundas  said,  on  the  same  occasion,  that,  "  in 
1791,  the  whole  British  importation  consisted  of  74,000,  not 
less  than  34,000  of  which  were  exported  for  the  service  of 
foreign  nations." 

The  Parliamentary  Report  of  1789,  on  the  slave  trade, 
states,  that  the  whoje  number  of  negroes  brought  to  Jamaica, 
from  the  year  1655  to  1787,  amounted  to  676,276,  of  whom 
31,181  died  in  the  harbour,  fro/u  the  noxious  quality  of  the 
drugs  emploijcd  in  making  them  up  for  sale.  The  Edinburgh 
Review  made  the  following  statements  in  the  years  1805  and 
1806. 

Before  the  American  war,  the  Dutch  used  to  carry,  in 
their  own  bottomis,  from  Africa  to  Guiana,  ten  thousand  ne- 
groes annually  ;  and  it  is  proved,  by  papers  laid  before  par- 
liament, but  which,  we  believe,  have  not  yet  been  printed, 
that  this  importation  was  greatlv  increased  during  the  last 
war,  when  those  possessions  were  in  the  hands  of  Great  Bri- 
tain.   It  is  certainly  not  over-rating  its  present  amount,  to 
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estimate  the  yearly  supply  of  negroes  carried  to  our  conquer-  SECT.  IX. 
ed  colonies  at  fifteen  thousand, — about  one-half  the  supply  v^'^v^^w 
of  our  own  islands,  which  is  the  subject  of  the  abolition 
question. 

"  The  38,000  slaves  exported  annually  from  Africa  in  Bri- 
tish vessels,  are  only  in  a  small  proportion  destined  for  the  use 
of  the  colonies  ;  above  22,000  are  stated  by  the  friends  of  the 
trade  to  be  intended  for  the  foreign  settlements.  To  this  must 
be  added  a  large  number  of  slaves  carried  by  British  vessels 
under  cover  of  a  neutral  flag.  From  certain  documents  which 
we  have  had  an  opportunity  of  consulting,  we  cannot  estimate 
these  at  less  than  8000;  and  the  supply  of  the  conquered  co- 
lonies considerably  exceeds  10,000  annually."! 

Authority  is  to  be  found  for  much  higher  estimates  than 
these.  I  take  the  following  from  Anthony  Benezet's  Histo- 
rical Account  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

"  In  a  book  printed  in  Liverpool,  called.  The  Liverpool 
Memorandum,  which  contains  amongst  other  things,  an  ac- 
count of  the  trade  of  that  port,  there  is  an  exact  list  of  the 
vessels  employed  in  the  Guinea  trade,  and  of  the  number  of 
slaves  imported  in  each  vessel ;  by  which  it  appears,  that  in 
the  year  1753,  the  number  imported  to  America  by  one  hun- 
dred and  one  vessels  belonging  to  that  port,  amounted  to  up- 
wards of  thirty  thousand,  and  from  the  number  of  vessels  em- 
ployed by  the  African  Company,  in  London  and  Bristol,  we 
may,  with  some  degree  of  certainty,  conclude,  there  are  one 
hundred  thousand  negroes  purchased  and  brought  on  board 
our  ships  yearly  from  the  coast  of  Africa.  This  is  confirmed 
in  Anderson's  History  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  lately  print- 
ed ;  where  it  is  said,  "  that  England  supplies  her  American 
colonies  with  negro  slaves,  amounting  in  number  to  above  one 
hundred  thousand  every  year."  When  the  vessels  are  full 
freighted  with  slaves,  they  sail  for  our  plantations  in  America, 
and  may  be  two  or  three  months  in  the  voyage,  during  which, 
time,  from  the  filth  and  stench  that  is  among  them,  distem- 
pers frequently  breakout,  which  carry  off  commonly  a  fifth,  a 
fourth,  yea  sometimes  a  third  or  more  of  them  :  so  that  taking 
all  the  slaves  together,  that  are  brought  on  board  our  ships 
yearly,  one  may  reasonably  suppose  that  at  least  ten  thousand 
of  them  die  on  the  voyage.  And  in  a  printed  account  of  the 
state  of  the  negroes,  in  our  plantations,  it  is  supposed  that  a 
fourth  part  more  or  less  die  at  the  diflPerent  islands,  in  what  is 
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PART  I.  called  the  seasoning.  Hence  it  may  be  presumed,  that  at  a 
'^"^''^^  moderate  computation  of  slaves  who  are  purchased  by  our 
African  merchants  in  a  year,  near  thirty  thousand  die  upon 
the  voyage  and  in  the  seasoning.  Add  to  this,  the  prodi- 
gious number  who  are  killed  in  the  incursions  and  intestine 
wars,  by  which  negroes  procure  the  number  of  slaves  wanted 
to  load  the  vessels." 

The  Edinburgh  Review  has  declared  that  England  is  the 
nation  which  "  had  most  extensively  pursued  and  most  so- 
lemnly authorized  the  slave  trade  that  she  had  been  "  prin- 
cipally instrumental  in  barring  out  from  benighted  Africa  the 
blessings  of  Christianity  and  the  comforts  of  civilization;"  that 
it  is  she  who  had  "  checked  or  rather  blasted  in  its  bud  the 
improvement  of  the  African  continent."  The  same  strain  is 
familiar  in  the  speeches  of  Fox  and  Wilberforce.  The  latter 
reminded  his  countrymen,  in  1814,  in  parliament,  that  they 
had  enjoyed  the  largest  share  of  the  guilty  profits  of  the  slave 
trade.  Mr.  Pitt  declared  in  1792,  that  parliament  ought  to 
consider  themselves  as  the  authors  of  it.  His  moreemphati- 
cal  language  of  the  year  preceding  is  recorded  by  Clarkson — 
"  The  truth  is,  there  is  no  nation  in  Europe  which  has  plunged 
so  deeply  into  this  guilt  as  Britain.  JVe  stopped  the  natural 
progress  of  civilization  in  Africa.  TFe  cut  her  off  from  the 
opportunity  of  improvement.  JP^e  kept  her  down  in  a  state  of 
darkness,  bondage,  ignorance,  and  bloodshed.  We  have  there 
subverted  the  whole  order  of  nature;  we  have  aggravated  every 
natural  barbarity,  and  furnished  to  every  man  motives  for 
committing  under  the  name  of  trade,  acts  of  perpetual  hostility 
and  perfidy  against  his  neighbour.  Thus  had  the  perversion 
of  British  commerce  carried  miserv  instead  of  happiness  to 
one  whole  quarter  of  the  globe.  False  to  the  very  principles 
of  trade,  unmindful  of  our  duty,  what  almost  irreparable 
mischief  had  we  done  to  that  continent !  We  had  obtained  as 
yet  only  so  much  knowledge  of  its  productions  as  to  show,  that 
there  was  a  capacity  for  trade,  which  we  checked."  That 
capacity  was,  indeed,  checked,  not  incidentally  alone,  but 
directly  ;  for,  in  order  to  obviate  all  obstruction  to  the  slave 
trade,  pains  were  taken  to  prevent  the  Africans  from  culti- 
vating with  success,  the  staples  of  their  soil, — cotton,  tobacco, 
sugar  and  indigo.  In  this  point,  the  English  were,  as  in  all 
others,  pre-eminently  culpable,  since  the  number  of  forts 
which  they  possessed  along  the  coast,  with  districts  round 
each  of  them,  aflbrded  them  better  means,  than  any  other 
European  nation  possessed,  of  giving  the  natives  a  taste  for 
agriculture  and,  the  true  objects  of  commerce. 
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7.  The  general  character  of  the  British  slave  trade  has  been  SECT.  ix. 
so  pourtrayed  by  the  highest  and  ablest  men  of  the  British  v^^^^^w 
nation,  that  in  describing  it,  I  am  supplied,  in  their  language, 
with  the  strongest  which  I  could  wish  to  employ.  The  suffi- 
ciency of  the  following  testimony  will  hardly  be  questioned. 
In  the  Debate  on  the  Abolition  in  the  year  1792,  Mr.  Wil- 
berforce  said,  "  that  of  all  the  trades  that  disgraced  human 
beings,  this  was  the  very  worst.  In  others,  however  infa- 
mous, there  were  traits  of  something  like  humanity,  but  in 
this  there  was  a  total  absence  of  them.  It  was  a  scene  of  uni- 
form, unadulterated,  unsophisticated  wickedness  ;  never  was 
there  a  system  so  big  with  wickedness  and  cruelty."  In  the 
same  debate,  Mr.  Beaufoy  said — 

"  Who  does  not  recollect,  that,  by  the  evidence  which  the 
slave  merchants  themselves  have  given  at  your  bar,  it  appears, 
that  such,  on  board  an  African  vessel,  is  the  rate  of  mortality, 
that  if  the  march  of  death  were  the  same  in  the  world  at 
large,  the  whole  human  race  would  be  extinguished  in  four- 
teen years,  and  the  earth  itself  be  converted  into  one  vast 
charnel  house.  Show  me  a  crime  of  any  sort,  and  in  the 
slave  trade  I  will  show  you  that  crime  in  a  state  of  tenfold 
aggravation.  Give  me  an  instance  of  guilt,  atrocious  and  ab- 
horred, and  the  slave  trade  will  exhibit  instances  of  that  guilt, 
more  inveterate,  more  strongly  rooted  in  all,  diffusing  a  more 
malignant  poison,  and  spreading  a  deeper  horror.  All  other 
injustice,  all  other  modes  of  desolating  nature,  of  blasting  the 
happiness  of  man,  and  defeating  the  purposes  of  God,  lose,  in 
comparison  with  this,  their  very  name  and  character  of  evil. 
Their  taint  is  too  mild  to  disgust,  their  deformity  is  too  slight 
to  offend.  The  shrieks  of  solitary  murder ;  what  are  they, 
when  compared  with  the  sounds  of  horror  that  daily  and 
nightly  ascend  from  the  hatchway  of  the  slave  ship!  I  have 
heard  of  the  cruelties  of  the  Inquisitions  of  Portugal  and  Spain; 
but  what  is  their  scanty  account  of  blood,  when  compared 
with  that  sweep  of  death,  that  boundless  desolation  which 
accompanies  the  negro  traffic  !  Superstition  has  been  called 
man's  chief  destroyer  ;  but  superstition  herself  is  less  obdu- 
rate, less  persevering,  less  steadfast  in  her  crueltv,  than  this 
cool,  reflecting,  deliberate,  remorseless  commerce." 

In  the  debate  of  1807,  Sir  Samuel  Romilly  said,  "  The 
cruelty  and  injustice  of  the  slave  trade  had  been  established 
beyond  a  doubt.  It  had  been  shown  to  be  carried  on  by  ra- 
pine and  robbery  and  murder ;  by  fomenting  and  encouraging 
wars  ;  by  false  accusations  and  imaginary  crimes.  The  un- 
happy victims  were  torn  away  not  only  in  the  time  of  warj, 
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PART  I.  but  of  profound  peace.  They  were  then  carried  across  the 
<^^>r^Sm^  Atlantic  in  a  manner  too  horrible  to  describe,  and  afterwards 
subjected  to  perpetual  slavery." 

Lord  .Henry  Petty  said,  "  The  slave  trade  produced  ia 
Africa,  fraud  and  violence,  robbery  and  murder.  It  gave  birth 
to  false  accusations  and  a  mockery  of  justice.  It  was  the 
parent  of  ever}^  crime  that  could  at  once  degrade  and  afflict 
the  human  race.  After  spreading  vice  and  misery  all  over  a 
continent,  it  doomed  its  unhappy  victims  to  hardships  and 
cruelties  which  were  worse  than  death.  Cruelty  begat  cruelty ; 
the  system,  wicked  in  its  beginning,  was  equally  so  in  its  pro- 
gress," &c. 

The  tone  of  the  Edinburgh  Reviewers  has  been  in  unison 
with  that  of  the  eloquent  members  of  parliament.  They  have 
described  the  trade  as  "  one  long  continuous  crime,  involving 
everv  possible  definition  of  evil ;  combining  the  wildest  phy- 
sical suffering  with  the  most  atrocious  moral  depravity;"  as 
one  "  which  condemned  a  whole  quarter  of  the  world  to  un- 
ceasing and  ferocious  warfare  ;  which  annually  exterminated 
more  than  fell  during  the  bloodiest  campaigns  of  European 
hostilit}^ ;  which  regularly  transported  every  six  months,  in 
circumstances  of  unparalleled  affliction,  more  innocent  per- 
sons than  suffer  in  a  century  from  the  oppression  of  all  the 
tyrannies  in  the  world."  In  the  24th  number  of  the  Review, 
a  picture  was  presented  so  hideous  and  so  faithful,  that  the 
recollection  of  it  would  seem  sufficient  to  have  stayed  any 
hand  from  hazarding,  in  the  same  frame,  a  comparison  be- 
tween the  humanity  of  England  and  that  of  any  other  nation, 
in  reference  to  the  sons  of  Africa. 

"  The  history  of  the  slave  trade  is  the  history  of  a  war  of 
more  than  two  centuries,  waged  by  men  against  human  na- 
ture; a  war  too,  carried  on,  not  by  ignorance  and  barbarism 
against  knowledge  and  civilization ;  not  by  half  fam.ished 
multitudes  against  a  race  blessed  with  all  the  arts  of  life,  and 
softened  and  effeminated  by  luxury;  but,  as  some  strange  non- 
descript in  iniquity,  waged  by  unprovoked  strength  against 
uninjuring  helplessness,  and  with  all  the  powers  which  long- 
periods  of  security  and  equal  law  had  enabled  the  assailants 
to  develop, — in  order  to  make  barbarism  more  barbarous, 
and  to  add  to  the  want  of  political  freedom  the  most  dreadful 
and  debasing  personal  suflfering.  Thus  all  the  effects  and  in- 
fluences of  freedom  were  employed  to  enslave  ;  the  gifts  of 
knowledge  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  illumination  ;  and 
powers,  which  could  not  have  existed  but  in  consequence  of 
morality  and  religion,  to  perpetuate  the  sensual  vices,'  and  to 
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ward  off  the  emancipating  blow  of  Christianity;  and,  as  if  SECT  ix 
this  were  not  enough,  positive  laws  were  added  by  the  best  v-^"^''''^-^ 
and  freest  nation  of  Christendom,  and  powers  intrusted  to 
the  basest  part  of  its  population,  for  purposes  which  would 
almost  necessarily  make  the  best  men  become  the  worst." 

8.  However  strong  these  general  representations,  they  are 
more  than  confirmed  by  the  details  of  which  the  world  had 
the  fullest  proof.  It  was  remarked  with  great  truth  by  Mr. 
William  Smith  in  the  debate  of  1792,  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, that  numberless  facts  had  been  related  by  eve  witnesses, 
to  Parliament,  so  dreadfully  atrocious,  that  the  very  magni- 
tude of  the  crimes  rendered  them  incredible  to  others.  I  will 
select  some  of  the  particular  features  in  the  character  of  the 
trade,  and  a  few  of  the  single  incidents,  as  they  were  related 
in  Parliament,  upon  such  evidence  as  no  longer  to  admit  of 
contradiction.  Mr.  Wilberforce  said,  "  it  was  well  known 
that  it  was  customary  to  set  fire  to  whole  villages  in  Africa, 
for  the  purpose  of  throwing  the  inhabitants  into  confusion, 
and  taking  them  as  they  fled  from  the  flames.  Every  possi- 
ble fraud  was  put  in  practice  to  deceive  the  ignorance  of  the 
natives,  by  false  weights  and  measures,  adulterated  commo- 
dities, and  other  impositions  of  the  sort." 

"  On  the  windward  coast  an  agent  was  sent  to  establish  a 
settlement  in  the  interior  country,  and  to  send  down  to  the 
ships  such  slaves  as  he  might  be  able  to  obtain  ;  the  orders  he 
received  from  his  captain  were  a  very  model  of  conciseness 
and  perspicuity  ;  '  he  was  to  encourage  the  chieftains,  by 
brandy  and  gunpowder,  to  go  to  war,  and  make  slaves.'  He 
punctually  performed  his  part,  the  chieftains  were  not  back- 
ward on  theirs  ;  the  neighbouring  villages  were  ransacked, 
being  surrounded  and  set  on  fire  in  the  night;  their  inhabitants 
were  seized  when  making  their  escape,  and  being  brought  to 
the  agent,  were  by  him  forwarded,  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren, to  his  principal  on  the  coast.  Mr.  How,  a  botanist, 
who,  in  the  service  of  government,  visited  that  country  with 
captain  Thomson,  gave  in  evidence,  that  being  at  one  of  the 
subordinate  settlements  on  the  Gold  Coast,  on  the  arrival  of 
an  order  for  slaves  from  Cape  Coast  Castle,  the  native  chief 
immediately  sent  forth  his  armed  parties,  who,  in  the  night, 
brought  in  a  supply  of  all  descriptions,  and  the  necessary  as- 
sortment was  next  day  sent  off,  according  to  the  order.  The 
wide  extent  of  the  African  coast  furnished  but  one  uniform 
detail  of  similar  instances  of  barbarity." 

"  The  exciting  of  wars,"  added  the  same  speaker,  "  be- 
tween neighbouring  states,  is  almost  the  slightest  of  the  evils 
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Africa  is  doomed  to  suffer  from  this  trade.  Still  more  into 
lerable  are  those  acts  of  outrage  which  we  are  cominually 
stimulating  the  kings  to  commit  on  their  own  subjects.  A 
chieftain,  to  procure  the  articles  for  the  gratification  of  ap- 
petites which  we  have  diligently  and  too  successfully  taught 
them  to  indulge,  being  too  weak  or  too  timid  to  attack  his 
neighbours,  sends  a  party  of  soldiers  bv  night  to  one  of  his 
own  defenceless  villages ;  they  set  fire  to  it,  and  hurry  the 
inhabitants  to  the  ships  of  the  traders,  who,  hovering  like 
vultures  over  these  scenes  of  carnage,  are  ever  ready  for 
their  prey.  We  are  perpetually  told  of  villages  half  con- 
sumed, and  bearing  every  mark  of  recent  destruction.  Whi- 
thersoever a  man  goes,  be  it  to  the  watering  place  or  to  the 
field,  he  is  not  safe.  He  can  never  quit  his  house  without  fear 
of  being  carried  off  by  fraud  or  by  force.  When  the  chief- 
tains are  going  up  the  country  to  make  war  in  order  to  pro- 
cure slaves,  they  are  supplied  with  muskets  and  cutlasses  by 
the  traders." 

Mr.  Pitt  said  on  the  same  occasion — "  Can  we  hesitate  in 
deciding  w^hether  the  wars  in  Africa  are  their  wars  or  ours. 
It  was  our  arms  in  the  river  Cameroon,  put  into  the  hands 
of  the  negro  trader,  that  furnished  him  with  the  means  of 
pushing  his  trade,  and  I  have  no  more  doubt  they  are  Bri- 
tish arms  put  into  the  hands  of  Africans,  which  promote  uni- 
versal w^ar  and  desolation,  than  I  can  doubt  of  their  having 
done  so,  in  that  individual  instance." 

Mr.  Wllberforce  related,  that  in  the  year  1789,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  river  Cameroon,  the  master  of  a  Liver- 
pool ship,  of  the  name  of  Bibby,  fraudulently  carried  off  thirt^'- 
two  relations  of  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  country,  who  had  been 
put  on  board  as  pledges  for  goods  :  and  to  illustrate  the  fa- 
miliarity of  the  practice,  he  quoted  the  following  anecdote. 
"  When  General  Rooke  commanded  in  his  majesty's  settle- 
ments at  Goree,  some  of  the  subjects  of  a  neighbouring  king, 
with  whom  he  was  on  terms  of  amity,  came  to  pay  him  a 
friendlv  visit ;  there  were  from  100  to  150  of  them;  men,  w^o- 
men,  and  children  ;  all  was  gaiety  and  merriment,  it  was  a 
scene  to  gladden  the  saddest,  and  to  soften  the  hardest 
heart :  but  a  slave  captain,  ever  faithful  to  the  interest  of  his 
emplovers,  is  not  so  soon  thrown  off  his  guard;  with  what 
astonishment  w^ould  the  House  hear,  that  in  the  midst  of  this 
festivity,  it  was  proposed  to  General  Rooke  to  seize  the  whole 
of  this  unsuspecting  multitude,  hurry  them  on  board  the  ships, 
and  carry  them  off  to  the  West  Indies.  It  was  not  merely  one 
man,  but  three,  who  were  bold  enough  to  venture  on  such  a 
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proposal.  Three  English  slave  captains  preferred  it  as  their  ^ 
joint  request,  alkging  the  precedent  of  a  former  governor  ^xvho  ^ 
in  a  similar  case,  had  consented &c. 

One  more  of  the  numberless  authenticated  occurrences  of 
this  nature,  will  suffice.  "  Mr.  Wilberforce  said  that  these 
enormities  were  increasing ;  for,  no  longer  ago  than  last  Au- 
gust, (1791,)  when  that  House  was  debating  on  the  subject  of 
this  very  trade,  six  British  vessels  had  anchored  off  the  town 
of  Calabar,  in  Africa,  a  town  which  seemed  devoted  to  mis- 
fortune. It  appeared,  from  the  report,  that  the  natives  had 
raised  the  price  of  slaves.  The  captains  consulting  together, 
agreed  to  fire  on  the  town,  to  compel  them  to  lower  the  price 
of  their  countrymen.  To  heighten,  if  possible,  the  shame  of 
this  proceeding,  they  were  prevented  for  some  time,  from 
effecting  their  purpose,  by  the  presence  of  a  French  captain, 
who  refused  to  join  in  their  measures,  and  purchased  at  the 
high  price  which  had  been  put  upon  the  slaves." 

However,  in  the  morning  they  commenced  a  fire,  which 
lasted  for  three  hours.  During  the  consternation,  the  wretch- 
ed inhabitants  were  seen  making  their  escape  in  every  direc- 
tion. In  the  evening,  the  attack  was  renewed,  which  con- 
tinued until  they  agreed  to  sell  their  slaves  at  the  price  stipu- 
lated by  the  captains.  In  this  attack  upwards  of  twenty 
persons  were  destroved." 

The  situation  of  the  slaves  on  board  ship,  or  what  is  com- 
monly called  the  middle  passage,  even  surpassed  in  horror  the 
depravity  and  cruelty  exhibited  in  the  original  acquisition. 
Lord  Grenville  declared  in  1806,  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
"  that  in  the  transportation  of  the  negroes,  there  was  a  greater 
portion  of  miserv  condensed  within  a  smaller  space,  than  had 
ever  existed  in  the  known  world.  This  he  had  said  on  a  for- 
mer occasion,  and  would  repeat."  Mr.  Fox  observed,  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  that  "  the  acts  of  barbarity,  proved  upon 
the  slave  captains  in  the  course  of  the  vovages,  were  so  extra- 
vagant that  they  had  been  attributed  to  insanitv."  The  single 
instance  of  the  British  ship  Zong,  in  1781,  from  which  the 
captain  threw  into  the  sea  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  slaves, 
alive,  in  order  to  defraud  the  underwriters  in  England,  gives  a 
truly  demoniac  character  to  the  temper  and  conduct  of  the 
commanders  of  the  slave  ships.  The  assertion  of  Lord  Gren- 
ville, just  quoted,  would  seem  to  be  warranted  by  the  facts 
which  were  in  undeniable  evidence  before  the  committees  of 
Parliament.  With  respect  to  the  middle  passage — apart  from 
the  administration  of  the  ship's  officers,  stiil  more  barbarous, 
than  the  situation  was  deplorable, — the  principal  features  of 
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PART  T.  it  are  these,  according  to  the  testimony  of  witnesses  produced 

^-^"^^'^^  on  the  side  of  the  trade. 

Every  slave,  whatever  his  size  might  be,  had  only  five  feet 
six  inches  in  length,  and  sixteen  inches  in  breadth,  to  lie  in. 
The  floor  was  covered  with  bodies  stowed  or  packed  accord- 
ing to  this  allowance.  But  between  the  floor  and  the  deck  or 
ceiling  were  platforms,  or  broad  shelves,  in  the  midway,  which 
were  covered  with  bodies  also.  The  height  from  the  floor  to 
the  ceiling,  within  which  space  the  bodies  on  the  floor  and 
those  on  the  platforms  lay,  seldom  exceeded  five  feet  two 
inches,  and  in  some  cases  it  did  not  exceed  four  feet. 

The  men  were  chained,  two  and  two  together,  by  their 
hands  and  feet,  and  were  chained  also  by  means  of  ring-bolts, 
which  were  fastened  to  the  deck.  They  were  confined  in  this 
manner  at  least  all  the  time  they  remained  upon  the  coast, 
which  was  from  six  weeks  to  six  months,  as  it  might  happen. 
Their  allowance  consisted  of  one  pint  of  water  a  day  to  each 
person,  and  they  were  fed  twice  a  day  with  yams  and  horse- 
beans.  Instruments  were  kept  on  board  to  force  them  to  eat, 
when  sulky. 

After  meals,  they  jumped  up  in  their  irons  for  exercise. 
This  was  so  necessary  for  their  health  that  they  were  whipped 
if  they  refused  to  do  it,  and  often  danced  thus  under  the  lash. 
They  were  usually  fifteen  or  sixteen  hours  below  deck  out  of 
twenty-four.  In  rainy  weather  they  could  not  be  brought  up 
for  two  or  three  days  together.  If  the  ship  was  full,  their 
situation  was  then  inexpressibly  distressing.  They  drew 
their  breath  with  anxious  and  laborious  eff"orts.  Thus 
crammed  together,  some  died  of  sufl"ocation,  and  the  filth 
and  noisomeness  occasioned  putrid  and  fatal  disorders  ;  so 
that  the  officers  who  inspected  them  in  a  morning,  had  occa- 
sionally to  pick  dead  slaves  out  of  their  rows,  and  to  unchain 
their  carcases  from  the  bodies  of  their  fellow-suflferers,  to 
whom  they  were  fastened. 

The  scenes  and  practices  in  the  next  stage  of  the  sacrifice, 
—the  sale  in  the  West  India  port, — rivalled  those  of  the 
transportation.  The  slaves  who  survived  the  passage,  fre- 
quently arrived  in  a  sickly  and  disordered  state,  and  then  they 
were  made  up  for  the  market,  by  the  means  of  astringents, 
washes,  mercurial  ointments,  and  repelling  drugs,  so  that 
their  wounds  and  diseases  might  be  hid.  Many  people  in  the 
islands,  in  Jamaica  particularly,  were  accustomed  to  speculate 
in  the  purchase  of  those  who  were  left  after  the  first  day's 
sale.  They  then  carried  them  out  into  the  country,  and  re- 
tailed them  there,  A  most  respectable  witness  declared  that 
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he  had  seen  these  landed  in  a  very  wretched  state,  sometimes  SECT.  ix. 
in  the  agonies  of  death,  and  sold  as  low  as  a  dollar,  and  that  v^^v>^ 
he  had  known  several  to  expire  in  the  piazzas  of  the  vendue- 
master. 

9.  In  the  list  of  the  evils  and  atrocities  accompanying  this 
trade,  one  of  the  most  certain  and  shocking,  was  the  extensive 
mortality,  independent  of  that  inseparable  from  the  wars  and 
devastations  in  Africa,  to  which  it  gave  rise.  We  read  in 
Macpherson's  Annals,  that  the  whole  number  of  negroes  de- 
livered, fell  short  of  the  number  shipped,  twenty  or  thirty  per 
cent. ;  that  in  Jamaica,  if  fifteen  out  of  twenty  new  negroes 
bought,  were  alive  at  the  end  of  three  years,  the  purchaser 
was  thought  very  lucky.  We  are  told  by  the  Edinburgh  Re- 
view, (No.  8,)  that  upon  an  average,  no  less  that  seventeen  in 
an  hundred  died  before  they  were  landed,  and  that  there  was 
a  further  loss  of  thirty-three  in  the  seasoning,  arising  chiefly 
from  diseases  contracted  during  the  voyage.  "  Of  the  Afri- 
cans," says  Dr.  Dickson,  in  his  Mitigation  of  Slavery, "  above 
one-fourth  perished  on  the  voyage  to  the  West  Indies  ;  and  4|- 
per  cent,  more,  being  nearly  the  annual  mortality  of  London, 
died  on  an  average,  in  the  fortnight  intervening  between  the 
day  of  entry  and  sale.  To  close  this  awful  triumph  of  the  king 
of  terrors,  between  one-third  and  one-half,  or  about  two  in 
five  were  lost  in  "  the  seasoning,"  within  the  three  first 
years."  The  representations  of  Mr.  Wilberforce  on  this  head 
were  never  invalidated,  and  are  as  follows.  "  It  would  be 
found,"  he  said,  "  upon  an  average  of  all  the  ships,  upon 
which  evidence  had  been  given,  that,  exclusively  of  such  as 
perished  before  they  sailed  from  Africa,  not  less  than  twelve 
and  a  half  per  cent,  died  on  their  passage  ;  besides  these,  the 
Jamaica  report  stated,  that  four  and  a  half  per  cent,  died 
while  in  the  harbours,  or  on  shore,  before  the  day  of  sale, 
which  was  only  about  the  space  of  twelve  or  fourteen  days 
after  their  arrival  there,  and  one-third  more  died  in  the  sea- 
soning, and  this  in  a  climate  exactly  similar  to  their  own,  in 
which  they  were  acknowledged  to  be  healthy.  Thus  out  of 
every  lot  of  one  hundred  shipped  from  Africa,  seventeen  died 
in  about  nine  weeks^  and  not  more  than  fifty  lived  to  become 
effective  labourers  in  our  islands P 

Mr.  Wilberforce  adduced,  on  another  occasion,  upon  the 
authority  of  indisputable  evidence,  some  cases  of  particular 
mortality,  of  which  I  will  transcribe  his  relation,  because  it 
brings  into  view  additional  attributes  of  the  trade. 

"  It  was  no  longer  ago  than  in  the  year  1788,  that  Mr, 
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PART  I.  Isaac  Wilson,  whose  intelligent  and  candid  manner  of  giving 
^^'"'^''^^  his  evidence,  could  not  but  impress  the  committee  with  a 
high  opinion  of  him,  was  doomed  to  witness  scenes  as  deep- 
ly distressing  as  almost  ever  occurred  in  the  annals  of  the 
slave  trade." 

"  His  ship  was  a  vessel  of  three  hundred  and  seventy  tons, 
and  she  had  on  board  six  hundred  and  two  slaves,  a  number 
greater  than  we  at  present  allow,  but  rather  less,  I  think,  than 
what  was  asserted  by  the  slave  merchants  to  be  necessary,  in 
order  to  carry  on  their  trade  to  any  tolerable  profit.  Out  of 
these  six  hundred  and  two  she  lost  one  hundred  and  fifty-five. 
I  will  mention  the  mortality  also  of  three  or  four  more  vessels, 
which  were  in  company  with  her,  and  belonged  to  the  same 
owner.  One  of  them  brought  four  hundred  and  fifty,  and 
buried  two  hundred ;  another  brought  four  hundred  and  sixty- 
six,  and  buried  seventy-three  ;  another  brought  five  hundred 
and  forty-six,  and  buried  one  hundred  and  eight3-eight :  be- 
sides one  hundred  and  fifty-five  from  his  own  ship,  his  num- 
ber being  six  hundred  and  two ;  and  from  the  whole  four, 
after  the  landing  of  their  cargoes,  there  died  two  hundred  and 
twenty.  He  fell  in  with  another  vessel,  which  lost  three 
hundred  and  sixty-two :  the  number  she  had  brought  was  not 
specified.  To  these  actual  deaths,  during  and  immediately- 
after  the  voyage,  and  the  subsequent  loss  in  what  is  called 
the  seasoning,  I  consider  that  this  loss  would  be  greater  than 
ordinary  in  cargoes  landed  in  so  sickly  a  state.  Why,  sir, 
were  such  a  mortality  general,  it  would,  in  a  few  months,  de- 
populate the  earth.  W^e  asked  the  surgeon  the  causes  of  these 
excessive  losses,  particularly  on  board  his  own  ship,  where  he 
had  it  in  his  power  to  ascertain  them.  The  substance  of  his 
reply  was,  that  most  of  the  slaves  appeared  to  labour  under  a 
fixed  dejection  and  melancholy,  interrupted  now  and  then 
by  lamentations  and  plaintive  songs,  expressive  of  their  con- 
cern for  the  loss  of  their  relations  and  friends,  and  native 
country.  So  powerfully  did  this  operate,  that  many  attempted 
various  ways  of  destroying  themselves  ;  some  endeavoured  to 
drown  themselves,  and  three  actually  effected  it ;  others  obsti- 
nately refused  to  take  sustenance,  and  when  the  whip  and 
other  violent  means  were  used  to  compel  them  to  eat,  they 
looked  up  in  the  face  of  the  officer,  who  unwillingly  executed 
this  painful  task,  and  said,  in  their  own  language, '  Presently 
we  shall  be  no  more.'  Their  state  of  mind  produced  a  ge- 
neral state  of  languor  and  debility,  which  were  increased,  in 
many  instances,  by  an  unconquerable  abstinence  from  food, 
arising  partly  from  sickness,  partly,  to  use  the  language  of 
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€lave  captains,  from  '  sulkiness/    These  causes  naturally  SECT,  ix 
produced  the  dysentery  ;  the  contagion  spread,  numbers  were  v^^'^w 
daily  carried  off,  and  the  disorder,  aided  by  so  many  powerful 
auxiliaries,  resisted  all  the  force  of  medicine. 

"  The  ship  in  which  Mr.  Claxton,  the  surgeon,  sailed,  since 
the  regulating  act,  afforded  a  repetition  of  all  the  same  horrid 
circumstances  I  have  before  alluded  to.  Suicide,  various 
ways,  was  attempted  and  effected,  and  the  same  barbarous 
expedients  were  resorted  to,  in  order  to  compel  them  to  con- 
tinue an  existence  too  painful  to  be  endured :  the  mortality 
also  was  as  great." 

10.  Bryan  Edwards,  in  his  History  of  the  West  Indies,* 
computes  the  total  import  of  negroes,  in  British  vessels,  into 
all  the  British  colonies  of  America  and  the  West  Indies,  from 
1680  to  1786,  at  2,130,000,  being  on  an  average  of  the  whole, 
20,095  annually.  He  acknowledges  that  this  estimate  "  is 
much  less  than  is  commonly  supposed,"  and  that  he  had  not 
"  sufficient  materials  to  enable  him  to  furnish  an  accurate 
statement."  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  he  is  far  short  of  the 
real  number.  It  is  calculated,  as  we  have  seen,  by  Ander- 
son, that  the  annual  British  export  from  Africa  was  one  hun- 
dred thousand,  and  the  annual  mortality  twenty  thousand. 
Mr.  Long  confesses,  in  his  History  of  Jamaica,  that  twenty- 
seven  thousand  were  imported  into  that  island  in  two  years  and 
an  half ;  and  Mr.  Edwards  puts  down  the  Jamaica  importa- 
tion at  one-third  of  the  whole.  The  Dutch  colonies  of  De- 
merara,  Guiana,  and  Berbice,  fell  into  the  hands  of  Great 
Britain  in  1797  ;  and  immediately  called  for  a  great  number 
of  negroes,  having  been  prevented  from  supplying  themselves 
during  the  war.  It  is  averred  in  the  Edinburgh  Review, 
(No.  24,)  that  the  British  slave  trade  then  rose  to  fifty-seven 
thousand,  and  continued  at  that  standard  for  eight  years  ;  that 
is,  until  1805,  when  the  importation  into  the  Dutch  colonies 
was  terminated  by  an  order  in  council,  to  appease  the  jealou- 
sies and  clamours  in  the  old  islands. 

Taking  the  data  which  the  statements  quoted  in  the  preced- 
ing pages  afford,  I  should  not  certainly  transcend  the  mark,  if  I 
added  ten  thousand  to  the  average  of  Edwards.  If  we  state  it, 
in  round  numbers,  at  thirty  thousand,  we  shall  have,  for  the  one 
hundred  and  sixyears,three  millions  one  hundred  and  eighteen 
thousand  negroes  imported  into  the  British  possessions  alone. 
But  to  have  the  whole  number  "which  Great  Britain  obtained 
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Part  i.  from  Africa,  we  must  bring  into  the  account  those  whom  she 
^-^"^i^^w  procured  antecedent  to  the  year  1680,  and  after  the  year  1786  ; 

those  whom  she  imported  directly  into  the  foreign  posses- 
sions, under  her  contracts,  and  otherwise;  and  also,  those  who 
perished  on  her  hands  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  in  the  trans- 
portation. The  aggregate  of  her  immediate  prey  musthave  ex- 
ceeded six  millions,  and  we  may  rate  the  direct  mortality  for 
which  she  is  answerable,  at  two  millions,  for  the  century  of  the 
trade  preceding  the  abolition.*  If  we  call  to  mind,  besides, 
the  general  physical  suffering  undergone  by  the  survivors,  be- 
fore they  reached  their  ultimate,  most  calamitous  lot;  the  men- 
tal agony  implied  in  their  divulsion  from  their  native  soil  and 
the  bonds  of  kindred  and  friendship  ;  we  must  stand  aghast,  at 
the  account  of  crime  which  remained  open  against  the  British 
nation  at  the  time  of  the  abolition.  In  addition  to  the  items 
mentioned,  those  are  of  no  small  moment  which  are  suggested 
in  Mr.  Pitt's  apostrophe  to  the  House  of  Commons.  Do  you 
think  nothing  of  the  ruin  and  the  miseries  in  which  so  many 
other  individuals,  still  remaining  in  Africa,  are  involved,  in 
consequence  of  carrying  off  so  many  myriads  of  people  ?  Do 
you  think  nothing  of  their  families  which  are  left  behind  ;  of 
the  connexions  which  are  broken  ;  of  the  friendships,  attach- 
ments, and  relationships  that  are  burst  asunder  ?  Do  you  think 
nothing  of  the  miseries,  in  consequence,  that  are  felt  from 
generation  to  generation,  of  the  privation  of  that  happiness 
which  might  be  communicated  to  them  by  the  introduction 
of  civilization,  and  of  mental  and  moral  improvement  ?" 

From  the  foregoing  exposition,  it  may  be  asserted,  with 
confidence,  that  the  British  slave  trade  caused  immediately, 
during  the  two  centuries  of  its  legal  prosecution,  the  destruc- 
tion of  more  negroes  than  have  existed,  altogether,  in  North 
America,  since  the  first  settlement.  The  leaders  of  the  abo- 
lition, the  Pitts,  the  Foxes,  the  Horsleys,  did  not  hesitate  to 
bestow  upon  that  destruction  the  most  fearful  of  epithets. 
"  What  is  it,"  exclaimed  Lord  Grenville,  "  but  murder  to 


*  This  is  much  below  the  calculations  of  her  own  writers.  "  The  num- 
ber," says  one  of  these,  "  of  slaves  which  the  ships  profess  to  take  is  not  an 
exact  criterion  of  the  number  actiii\11y  taken.  The  public  number  does  not 
Liclude  the  quota,  allowed  to  the  respective  officers  of  the  ship  ;  nor  do  the 
owners  confine  themselves  to  any  exact  number,  if,  on  the  arrival  of  the 
ship  in  Africa,  the  commodity  is  cheaper  than  they  expected."  For  obvi- 
oiis  reasons,  the  mortality  of  the  negToes  in  the  transportation  would  not  be 
disclosed  in  ail  its  extent.  The  number  smug-g-led  by  the  British  into  the 
Spanish  possessions,  while  they  enjoyed  the  uasiento,  was  not  inconsider- 
able. 
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pursue  a  practice  which  produced  annually  untimely  death  to  SECT, 
thousands  of  innocent  and  helpless  beings!"  Now,  I  would  ^-^"^ 
ask,  which  it  is,  the  Briton  or  the  American,  that  can,  with 
most  propriety,  be  stigmatized,  nationally,  as  "  a  murderer 
of  slaves  ?" 

If  we  admitted  as  true  all  that  the  British  writers  have  re- 
lated of  the  condition  and  treatment  of  the  slaves  in  this 
country,  we  could  yet  defy  them  to  make  out  an  amount  of 
injustice,  and  suffering,  and  cruelty,  in  anyway  equal  to  that 
which  they  have  charged  and  proved  upon  their  African  trade. 
In  portentous  individual  instances  of  inhuman  conduct,  whe- 
ther as  to  enormity  or  multitude,  that  trade  far  outstrips  the 
North  American  negro  slavery;  the  history  of  which  presents, 
indeed,  no  authenticated  case  of  barbarity  which  does  not  ap- 
pear almost  venial,  in  the  comparison  with  the  monstrous  pro- 
ceedings consigned  in  the  parliamentary  minutes  of  evidence. 

1 1 .  The  thirst  of  gain  and  the  ambition  of  commercial  su- 
premacy, which  engaged  and  animated  the  British  people  and 
government  in  this  detestable  traffic,  inspired  them  with  the 
aim  of  monopolizing  every  market  for  human  flesh.  The 
cargo  of  negroes  was  carried  with  equal  readiness  to  Caraccas 
or  to  Jamaica,  to  Pennsylvania  or  to  Guiana.  No  discrimi- 
nation was  made  as  to  the  character  of  the  masters  to  whose 
absolute  will  they  were  to  be  consigned,  or  to  the  nature  of 
the  climate  or  the  toil  which  they  were  to  undergo.  The 
French  and  the  Spaniards  had,  like  ourselves,  their  full  share 
of  obloquy  from  the  English  traveller,  on  account  of  the  seve- 
rity of  their  rule  over  the  very  slaves  whom  the  English  tra- 
der sold  to  them  ;  and  the  French  and  Spanish  character 
stood  degraded,  on  the  same  account,  in  elaborate  contrasts 
with  the  British,  when  the  French  and  Spanish  ports  were 
crow^ded  with  British  slave  ships,  and  the  British  ministers 
struggling  for  the  prolongation  of  the  Assiento-contract. 

Doubtless,  Great  Britain  was  answerable  for  the  fate  of  the 
whole  number  of  beings  whom  she  delivered  over  to  perpe- 
tual bondage  in  this  hemisphere  ;  knowing  the  temper  and 
habits  of  the  Spanish  and  French  planters,  she  partook  in  the 
guilt  of  their  excesses  of  cruelty  towards  the  slaves  whom 
they  had  received  from  her  ships.  In  the  case  of  the  slavery 
in  her  own  islands  she  was  more  than  an  accessary ;  and  it 
could  not  be  surpassed  in  hardship  and  inhumanity.  That 
in  the  American  Provinces  was  universally  acknowledged  to 
be  much  more  mild.     While  every  where  in  the  latter, 
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PART  I.  there  was  an  excess  of  births  over  deaths  among  the  ne- 
groes,  and  in  some,  a  rapidity  of  increase ;  in  the  British 
West  Indies,  the  whole  stock  required  renewal  in  less  than 
fifteen  years.* 

I  had  intended  to  copy  from  the  parliamentary  statements 
some  of  the  facts  illustrative  of  this  additional  waste  of  the 
human  species,  and  of  the  condition  and  treatment  of  the 
negroes,  under  British  dominion  ;  but  I  have  already  dealt 
in  details  of  this  nature,  as  much  as  is  compatible  with  my 
limits,  and  the  tenderness  due  to  the  feelings  of  my  readers. 
It  is  enough  to  refer  to  the  debates  in  the  British  parliament 
on  the  abolition,  and  on  the  slave  registry  bills.  The  tone 
of  the  British  writers  has  often  been  such  on  these  subjects, 
as  if  they  considered  the  conscience  of  England  clear  with 
respect  to, the  slave  trade  and  to  slavery,  because  these  were 
unknown  in  her  own  immediate  territorv.  This  miserable 
casuistry  was  noticed  in  Parliament  in  the  year  1792,  in  the 
following  pointed  and  just  remarks.  *• 

"  Mr.  Robert  Thornton  said,^ — the  people  of  England  were 
called  a  humane  set  of  people.  Liberty  was  the  boast  of  our 
island;"  and  it  was  said  that  no  African  was  landed  on  our 
soil,  who  did  not  instantly  become  free.  They  were  guilty, 
however,  of  a  contradiction,  as  long  as  they  sent  those  misera- 
ble wretches  elsewhere  into  slavery ;  they  were  governed  by 
a  selfish  principle  ;  they  could  send  these  wretches  out  of 
their  sight  to  be  vilified,  and  disgraced,  and  scourged,  but 
they  did  not  themselves  like  to  witness  their  cries,  their  tears, 
and  all  their  degradation.  He  recollected  an  old  motto, 
*  Qui  facit  per  alium,  facit  per  se.' " 

Neither  the  Parliament  nor  nation  could,  a.t  any  time,  plead 
Ignorance  of  the  character  of  the  trade,  and  of  West  India 
slavery.   The  collections  of  early  voyages  ;  the  reports  of  tra- 


*  '*  According  to  Sir  Isaac  Newton,"  says  Dr.  Dickson,  "  mankind  die  off, 
and  are  renewed  every  thirty-three  or  thirty -four  years.  But  the  slaves  col- 
lectively, bought  and  bred,  die  off,  and  ai'e  renewed,  in  about  fifteen  years ; 
and  therefore  more  than  twice  as  fast  as  the  rest  of  the  species ;  and  the 
bought  alone  more  than  four  or  five  times  as  fast."  When  the  whole  number 
of  slaves  in  the  British  West  India  Islands  was  computed  at  265,666,  the  an- 
nual  consumption  of  them  was  estimated  at  23,743.  Mr.  Malthus  remarks  in 
the  Appendix  to  his  Essay  on  Population,  that  if  the  slaves  in  the  W-est  In- 
dies had  been  only  in  a  tolerable  condition  ;  if  their  civil  condition  and  moral 
habits  had  been  made  only  to  approach  to  tliose  which  prevail  among  the 
mass  of  the  human  race  in  the  worst  governed  countries  in  the  world,  it  is 
contKu-y  to  the  general  laws  of  nature  to  suppose,  that  they  would  not  have 
Ibeen  able  by  procreation  fully  to  supply  the  effective  demaud  for  labour. 
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vellers ;  the  mutual,  printed  accusations  of  the  Royal  Afri-  SECT.  IX. 
can  Company,  and  the  private  adventurers  ;  the  inevitable  ^-^"^^W 
notoriety  of  facts  where  considerable  cities  v/ere  almost  en- 
tirely devoted  to  the  traffic  ;  the  constant  intercourse  with  the 
West  Indies,  through  all  ranks  of  life  ;  the  solemn  admoni- 
tions of  the  writers  whom  Clarkson  has  cited ;  the  insurance 
cases  which  were  brought  into  the  courts  of  justice  ;  preclude 
the  charitable  supposition  that  mercy,  and  justice,  and 
honour  were  unconsciously  trampled  upon  in  the  race  of  com- 
mercial competition.  Mr.  Wilberforce,  after  displaying, 
in  his  speech  of  1792,  the  enormities  of  which  I  have  menr 
tioned  a  small  part,  added,  "  nor  do  we  learn  these  transac- 
tions only  from  our  own  witnesses  ;  they  are  proved  by  the 
testimou)^  of  slave-factors  themselves,  whose  works  were 
written  and  published  long  before  the  present  enquiry." 

I  have  observed  that,  until  the  year  1786,  no  society  was 
formed  among  any  description  of  persons  in  England,  which 
had  for  its  object  the  abolition  of  the  trade.  The  callousness 
of  the  government  too  is  almost  inconceivable.  Clarkson  re- 
lates that  Granville  Sharp  communicated  all  the  facts  of  the 
hideous  case  of  captain  Zong,  with  a  copy  of  the  trial  to  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralt}^,  as  the  guardians  of  justice  upon  the 
seas,  and  to  the  duke  of  Portland,  as  principal  minister  of 
state  ;  but  that  no  notice  was  taken  by  any  of  them,  of  the 
information  thus  imparted.  When  the  Quakers  presented,  in 
1783,  their  petition  to  Parliament  against  the  slave  trade, — 
the  first  of  that  purport  ever  presented, — Lord  North  ad- 
mitted, in  the  House  of  Commons,  the  grievousness  of  the 
evil,  and  only  regretted  that  the  trade  against  which  the 
petition  was  so  justly  directed,  was,  in  a  commercial  view 
become  necessary  to  almost  every  nation  in  Europe.-'  In 
1776,  the  estimable  David  Hartley,  after  exposing  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  the  abominations  of  the  slave  trade,  and 
laying  on  the  table  of  the  House  some  of  the  fetters  and  other 
instruments  of  torture  employed  on  board  of  the  slave  ships, 
moved  "  that  the  slave  trade  was  contrary  to  the  laws  of 
God  and  the  rights  of  man."  This  motion  was  seconded  by 
the  patriot  and  philanthropist,  Sir  George  Saville,  who  lives 
so  brilliantly  in  the  splendid  eulogy  of  Burke  ;  and  yet  it  failed 
utterly.  The  proceedings  of  the  Commons  the  year  following, 
(1777,)  on  the  state  of  the  African  Company,  are  remarkable 
on  account  of  the  tone  which  prevailed  in  the  discussion. 
It  was  such,  as  if  the  trade  were  not  only  unimpeached,  but 
imimpeachable.  Nothing  betrayed  the  business  to  be  con- 
sidered in  any  other  light  than  as  an  ordinary  one,  except,. 
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PART  I.  perhaps,  the  following  remarks  of  Mr.  Temple  Luttrell,  who 
^'^^^'^^^  had  the  charge  of  unfolding  the  case  of  the  Company  and  the 
interests  of  the  trade.  "  Some  gentlemen  may,  indeed,  ob- 
ject to  the  slave  trade  as  inhuman  and  impious,  but,  hard  as 
the  case  of  a  negro  slave  may  appear  to  a  free  born  Briton  at 
first  view,  I  conceive  him  to  be  far  less  an  object  of  commi- 
seration, (his  native  state  and  local  birthright  being  taken  into 
the  comparison,)  than  a  poor  impressed  sailor  within  this 
island,"  &c.  Another  extract  from  the  speech  of  Mr.  Lut- 
trell, which  passed  without  animadversion,  will  show  the  pre- 
vailing temper  and  policy  on  the  subject ; — how  coolly  and 
nicely  the  comparative  value  of  human  flesh  Avas  calculated 
in  an  assembly  of     free  born  Britons." 

"  In  the  slave  trade  also,  there  might  be  prodigious  im- 
provements ;  but  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and 
Plantations  in  this  matter  has  been  too  much  limited  ;  the  ne- 
groes from  the  Gold  Coast  suit  our  West  India  islands  remark- 
ably well ;  they  are  laborious,  bold,  hardy,  and  live  upon  little 
besides  salt  fish  and  roots^  which  they  meet  with  in  Jamaica. 
The  negroes  from  Congo,  Angola,  and  the  lower  Guinea,  are 
ef  a  more  soft,  voluptuous,  and  effeminate  nature,  and  their 
women  chiefly  till  the  ground  ;  so  that  upon  being  transplant- 
ed to  the  hardships  of  our  sugar  colonies,  they  commit  suicide 
rather  than  endure  them:  hence  it  is  that  one  Gold  Coast  negro 
is  worth,  for  sugar  plantations,  two  of  the  others;  buti/z  North 
America^  ivhere  they  meet  -with  food  and  entertainment^  and 
usage  better  adapted  to  their  habits^  they  do  perfectly  xvell^ 

12.  At  length,  in  1787,  through  the  indefatigable  exertions 
of  a  few  humane  individuals  in  the  middle  ranks  of  life,  the 
enormities  of  the  slave  system,  in  all  its  stages,  were  forced 
upon  the  attention  of  the  government  and  nation.  A  member 
of  parliament  of  great  personal  consideration,  took  up  the 
subject  of  abolition  with  the  zeal  of  an  apostle,  and  the  reso- 
lution of  a  martyr.  He  announced  his  intention  to  summon 
the  government  to  the  performance  of  its  duty  ;  and  at  once  a 
din  of  protestation  and  fierce  defiance  arose  from  every  quar- 
ter. The  slave  trade,  says  Clarkson,  "appeared,  like  the  fabu- 
lous hydra,  to  have  a  hundred  heads;  the  merchant,  the  plan- 
ter, the  mortgagee,  the  manufacturer,  the  politician,  the  legis- 
lator, the  cabinet  minister,  lifted  up  their  voices  against  its 
annihilation."  The  humanity  and  patriotism  of  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr. 
Fox,  and  of  some  other  distinguished  orators  of  parliament, 
were,  however,  enlisted  with  Wilberforce  ;  and  no  inconsider- 
able number  of  auxiliaries  had  been  grained  throughout  the 


SLA^nE  TRADE. 


345 


country,  by  the  diffusion  of  the  tracts  of  Benezet,  Sharp,  and  SECT.  IX. 
Clarkson;  of  pathetic  songs,  and  moving  pictures,  and  what-  v^~v-%ii^ 
ever  could  vivify  public  feeling  and  excite  national  shame. 
Among  the  higher  classes,  little  real  progress  would  seem  to 
have  been  made  ;  since,  according  to  Clarkson,  most  of  the 
persons  of  rank  and  fortune  in  the  west  end  of  the  metropolis, 
were  converts  to  a  pamphlet  from  the  pen  of  a  Liverpool 
champion,  entitled,  Scriptural  Researches  on  the  Licitness 
of  the  Slave  Trade,^'  in  which  the  holiness  of  the  trade  was 
stoutly  maintained. 

In  1788,  when  a  sufficientlv  marked  excitement  had  been 
produced  in  the  country,  and  the  imposing  shape  of  evidence 
before  the  privy  council  given  to  facts,  a  bill  was  brought  into 
the  House  of  Commons  for  the  mere  regulation  of  the  trade, 
so  as  to  diminish  the  miseries  of  the  middle  passage.  At  this 
day,  it  is  scarcely  credible  what  resistance  was  made,  both  in 
doors  and  out,  to  this  bill,  which  common  humanit}'  seemed 
to  exact ;  what  dilution  it  underwent  in  its  progress  ;  and  how 
narrowly  it  escaped  extinction,  notwithstanding  the  earnest 
support  of  the  minister,  and  a  phalanx  of  the  ablest  rhetori- 
cians who  have  ever  existed.  It  was  bandied  several  times 
in  new  forms,  between  the  two  houses,  and  at  length  passed 
the  Lords,  through  an  ordeal,  savs  Clarkson,  as  it  were,  of 
fire.  He  adds,  that  it  was  "  the  first  bill  which  ever  put  fetters 
upon  the  destructive  monster — the  slave  ti-ade  but  the  fact 
soon  transpired,  that  it  missed  its  aim,  and  was  interpreted  by 
the  slave  merchants  into  an  additional  charter,  or  recognition 
of  their  pursuit  as  a  lawful  branch  of  commerce. 

In  1789,  Mr.  Wilberforce  ventured  to  lay  upon  the  table 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  as  subjects  for  future  discussion, 
twelve  historical  propositions  founded  upon  the  evidence  in 
the  case  of  the  slave  trade,  reported  bv  the  privy  council. 
Matters  were  not  ripe  for  the  proposal  of  abolition  to  parlia- 
ment, until  1791,  when  Mr.  Wilberforce  made  his  first  grand 
motion  to  that  effect.  After  a  vehement  and  protracted  debate, 
in  which  the  leaders  of  the  cause  exerted  their  utmost  ability, 
it  was  lost  by  a  considerable  majority.  For  the  opinion  to  be 
entertained  of  this  result,  I  need  only  refer  to  the  language  of 
3Ir.  Fox  and  the  Edinburgh  Review.  JNIr.  Fox  said,  in  the  de- 
bate, that  the  trade  was  defensible  upon  no  other  ground  than 
that  of  a  highwayman ;  and  that  if  the  house,  knowing  as  they 
did  by  the  evidence,  what  it  was,  did  not  by  their  vote,  mark  to 
all  mankind  their  abhorrence  of  a  practice  so  savage,  so  enor- 
mous, so  repugnant  to  all  laws  human  and  divine,  they  would 
consign  their  character  to  eternal  infamy."   The  Edinburgh 
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PART  I.  Review  has  told  us,  that  "  the  question  of  the  slave  tradf 
^^^^^^"^  was  always  one  in  which  interest,  or  an  apprehension  of  in- 
terest, stood  more  daringly  and  nakedly  opposed  to  humanity 
and  justice,  than  any  other  on  record."  Certainly,  never  was 
a  question  of  such  awful  import,  so  treated  as  this  was,  by 
the  numerous  advocates  of  the  slave  trade  in  Parliament. 
On  the  occasion  just  mentioned,  Mr.  Grosvenor  said,  "  that 
gentlemen  had  exhibited  a  great  deal  of  eloquence  in  ex- 
hibiting in  horrid  colours,  the  traffic  in  slaves.  He  acknow- 
ledged it  was  not  an  amiable  trade  ;  but  neither  was  the  trade 
of  a  butcher  an  amiable  trade  ;  and  yet  a  mutton  chop  was^ 
nevertheless^  a  good  thing?"*^ 

Another  and  equally  strenuous  effort  was  made,  the  ensu- 
ing year,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  by  the  abolitionists. 
The  house  rejected  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Wilberforce,  but 
manifested  a  disposition  to  vote  a  gradual  abolition.  So  much, 
after  the  admissions  extorted  by  the  testimony,  from  the  lead- 
ers of  the  majority,  and  with  the  prospect  of  an  effervescence 
of  public  sentiment  from  the  cogent  arguments  and  eloquent 
pictures  of  the  speakers  in  the  affirmative,  could  not,  in 
decency  or  policy,  be  refused.  Mr.  Pitt,  who,  on  this  occa- 
sion, put  forth  all  the  energies  and  beauties  of  his  unrivalled 
oratory,  afterwards  expressed  himself  in  his  place,  in  these 
terms :  "  I  feel  the  infamy  of  the  trade  so  heavily,  and  see  the 
impolicy  of  it  so  clearly,  that  I  am  ashamed  I  have  not  been 
able  to  convince  the  house  to  abandon  it  altogether  at  an  in- 
stant— to  pronounce  with  one  voice  the  immediate  and  total 
abolition.  There  is  no  excuse  for  us,  seeing  this  infernal 
traffic  as  we  do.  It  is  the  very  death  of  justice  to  utter  a 
syllable  in  support  of  it." 

Mr.  Dundas,  one  of  the  antagonists  of  immediate  abolition, 
in  a  short  time,  brought  in  a  bill  for  a  gradual  one,  with  some 
singular  additions.  He  proposed  that,  for  the  future,  none 
but  young  persons  should  be  allowed  to  be  taken  from  Africa, 
and  that  a  bounty  should  be  given  upon  the  importation  of 
young  negresses  into  the  West  Indies.  On  this  latter  point, 
Mr.  Fox,  in  his  overwhelming  answer  to  Mr.  Dundas,  bore 
with  particular  severity.  "  A  right  honourable  gentleman 
proposes  a  bounty  on  the  importation  of  females,  or  in  other 


•  In  the  final  debate  in  the  House  of  Lords,  in  1807,  Earl  St.  Vinceni 
said,  "  He  was  surprised  at  the  proposition  of  abolition  before  the  house, 
and  considering"  the  hig-h  character  and  intelligence  of  the  noble  proposer, 
Lord  Grenville,  he  declared  he  could  account  in  no  other  way  for  his  having" 
brought  it  forward,  but  by  supposing-  that  some  Obiman  had  cast  his  spell- 
upon  him'"  {A  laugh.) 
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words,  he  proposes  to  make  up  the  deficiency  in  the  propor- SECT.  IX. 
tion  of  sexes,  by  offering  a  premium  to  any  crew  of  unprin-  ^^^'^''^w 
cipled  and  savage  ruffians,  who  will  attack  and  carry  off  any 
of  the  females  of  Africa !  a  bounty  from  the  parliament  of 
Great  Britain^  that  shall  make  the  fortune  of  any  man,  or  set 
of  men,  who  shall  kidnap  or  steal  any  unfortunate  females 
from  that  continent !  who  shall  bring  them  over  as  slaves,  in 
order  that  they  may  be  used  for  breeding  slaves  !"  In  the 
course  of  the  debate,  Mr.  Dundas  declared,  that  these  United 
States  would,  if  Great  Britain  abandoned  the  slave  trade, 
purvey  for  the  West  Indies  ;  and  he  added — "  Is  it  to  be  ima- 
gined that  the  Americans  are  so  favourably  disposed  towards 
this  country,  as  to  resist  the  temptation  of  forming  so  valuable 
a  connexion  with  our  colonies  ?  A  connexion  once  begun  by 
supplying  them  with  negroes  would  not  end  there  j  and  we 
might  lose  the  West  Indies  -without  accomplishing  our  object^ 

Mr.  Fox  replied,  that  he  was  not  so  much  alarmed  by  the 
possibility  of  the  British  Islands  getting  into  habits  of  intimacy 
with  foreigners.  Though  the  apprehension  of  Mr.  Dundas 
concerning  our  assumption  of  the  British  slave  trade  has,  no 
doubt,  vanished  from  the  minds  of  his  successors  in  office,  we 
may  suspect,  that  the  alarm  at  the  possible  consequences  of  an 
intimacy  between  these  States  and  the  West  Indies,  is  one  of 
the  motives  of  the  present  rigorous  system  of  commercial  ex- 
clusion. 

The  Commons  voted  a  gradual  abolition,  and  the  Lords 
refused  to  concur.  The  next  year,  1793,  the  former  refused 
to  renew  their  vote,  and  rejected  amotion  of  Mr.  Wilberforce, 
to  abolish  that  part  of  the  British  trade,  by  which  the  British 
merchants  supplied  foreigners  with  slaves.  This  motion,  how- 
ever, being  revived  in  1794,  was  finally  carried  in  a  very 
thin  house  ;  but  lost  with  the  Peers  by  a  majority  of  forty-five 
to  four.  I  need  not  recite  the  annual  and  fruitless  attempts  of 
the  abolitionists  between  this  period  and  the  year  1807,  when 
they  finally  succeeded.  The  degree  of  merit  for  the  interval, 
to  which  the  Parliament  and  nation  are  entitled,  may  be  col- 
lected from  the  following  passage  of  the  Edinburgh  Review.* 

"  The  vast  and  general  sensation  produced  by  the  first  de- 
velopment of  the  horrible  traffic  in  human  flesh,  speedily 
gave  place  to  a  much  more  sober  and  partial  sentiment  of  re- 
probation ;  no  small  difficulty  was  experienced  in  attracting 
the  attention  of  the  public  to  the  discussion  for  many  years  ; 
it  was  pretty  uniformly  debated  among  empty  benches.,  in  those 
august  assemblies^  whose  walls  can  scarce  contain  their  crowds^ 


*  No.  47. 
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ivhen  a  person  of  honour  is  to  be  attacked^  or  a  female  of  easy  vir- 
tue is  to  g-ive  evidence.'''' 

The  degree  of  success  obtained  at  any  time  with  the  pub- 
lic, and  the  final  triumph  of  the  question,  were  owing  in  no 
small  measure  to  considerations  of  expediency.  It  was  found 
important  to  give  quite  as  extensive  a  circulation  to  Clarkson's 
Essay  on  the  Impol'icy  of  the  Slave  Trade,  as  to  the  pam- 
phlets on  its  criminality,  and  the  abstracts  of  the  evidence  re- 
specting its  unparalleled  barbarities.  In  Parliament,  the 
abolitionists  laboured  mainlv  to  prove,  that  instead  of  being 
advantageous  to  Great  Britain,  it  was  most  destructive  to  her 
interests;  was  the  ruin  of  her  seamen;  prevented  the  extension 
of  her  manufactures  ;  was  no  longer  necessary  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  due  number  of  labourers  in  the  West  Indies  ; 
that  a  much  more  lucrative  intercourse  with  Africa  might  be 
substituted  for  it ;  that  the  other  powers  of  the  world  would 
either  relinquish  it,  or  be  unable  to  carry  it  on,  so  that  all 
tvoidd  remain  upon  a  footing-.^  &:c.  Mr.  Wilberforce,  in  his 
first  speech,  admitting,  for  argument's  sake,  that  "  the  rivals 
of  Britain,  the  French,"  might  take  it  up,  asked  "  Would  they 
not  then  be  obliged  to  come  to  us,  in  consequence  of  the 
cheapness  of  our  manufactures,  for  what  they  wanted  for  the 
African  market?"  We  find  the  Edinburgh  Reviewers  rebuking 
the  great  abolitionist,  in  their  47th  number,  for  talking,  in 
his  printed  letter  to  M.  Talleyrand,  of  the  great  sacrifice 
which  England  had  made  in  the  abolition,  after  he  and  all 
his  coadjutors  had  uniformly,  and  so  efficaciously  pleaded  the 
mischievousness  of  the  traffic  to  her,  whether  as  a  nurser\'  for 
seamen,  or  a  channel  for  the  employment  of  capital. 

In  the  final  debate  of  1807,  on  the  abolition,  Mr.  Whit- 
bread,  one  of  its  most  zealous  advocates,  said  It  was  com- 
plained that  too  much  feeling  and  too  much  passion  had  been 
carried  into  this  discussion.  He  complained  on  the  contrary, 
that  it  had  been  made  too  little  a  question  of  feeling,  and  that 
it  had  been  made  almost  entirely  a  matter  of  cold  calculations 
of  profit  and  loss  between  English  money  and  African  blood.'* 
Lord  Castlereagh,  indeed,  did,  in  his  first  interview  with  the 
emperor  of  Russia,  on  the  subject  of  general  abolition,  expa- 
tiate upon  what  the  British  parliament  had  done  in  spite  of  the 
suggestions  of  national  interest  ;^  but,  in  the  general  confer- 
ences on  the  same  subject,  at  "V"ienna,"lord  Castlereagh,"  says 
the  protocol  of  the  sitting  of  20th  January,  1815,  "  communi- 


•  See  Letter  of  Lord  Castlereagh  to  Earl  Batlmrst,  dated  Vienna,  January 
Zd,  1815,  among"  the  papers  laid  before  Parliament,  April,  1815. 
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cated  authentic  documents  to  prove  that  in  the  affair  in  ques-  SlX'i\  fX. 
tion,  the  interest  of  the  powers  of  Europe  went  hand  in  hand  v^^^^^'w 
with  their  duty  ;  that  the  abolition  was  particuhirly  for  the 
real  advantage,  and  even  indispensable  for  the  security,  of 
the  colonial  countries,"  &c.* 

On  all  hands,  there  must  be  an  immediate  concurrence  in 
the  general  allegation  of  the  Edinburgh  Review,  that  for 
the  long  space  of  twenty  years,  Mr.  Pitt  could  persuade  about 
three-fourths  of  the  members  of  Parliament  to  adopt  any 
scheme  of  finance,  or  of  external  policy  which  he  chose  to 
countenance,  but  did  never  once  prevail  against  the  slave  tra- 
ders and  consignees  of  sugar  in  Bristol  and  Liverpool."! 
The  Reviewers  have  made  this  failure,  considered  in  con- 
nexion with  the  prompt  success  of  the  Fox  administration, 
the  ground  of  a  most  atrocious  charge  against  the  memory 
of  Mr.  Pitt — that  he  was  not  sincere  in  the  cause  of  abolition, 
as  a  minister,  although  he  might  have  been  as  a  man.  The 
distinction  would  not  save  him,  if  this  were  true,  from  being 
regarded  as  the  vilest  of  hypocrites,  nor  the  genius  of  the 
British  government  from  appearing  as  the  most  entirely  ar- 
tificial and  selfish  ever  known.  The  strain  of  Mr.  Pitt's 
speeches  absolves  him,  however ;  and  Clarkson  has  borne  the 
strongest  testimonv  to  his  good  faith.  His  colleagues  in  the 
ministry,  particularly  the  lord  chancellor,  Thurlow,  exerted 
themselves  indefatigably,  in  opposition  to  the  measure,  and 
weakened  the  impression  of  his  station.  The  stigma  does 
not  attach  to  him,  but  to  the  Parliament,  if  he  could  make  a 
majority  in  such  a  case ;  if  he  could  bring  them  to  act  pro- 
perly on  a  question  the  most  important  for  humanit}",  and  the 
reputation  of  the  British  name,  only  by  using  his  influence 
as  minister ;  that  is,  as  the  head  of  a  party,  and  the  dispenser 
of  place  and  patronage.  There  is  another  question  which 
neither  Mr.  Pitt  nor  Mr.  Fox  could  have  carried  through 
both  houses  of  Parliament,  even  as  ministers — that  of  catho- 
lic emancipation;  and  the  reader  wall  remark  that  it  is  alone 
on  two  points  of  this  description,  in  which  die  freedom  of 
millions  was  involved,  ministerial  influence  has  been  found 
ineffectual  in  the  British  legislature. 

In  the  course  of  the  present  parliamentary  session,  (1819,) 
Mr.  William  Smith  of  Norwich — to  whom  the  cause  of  abo- 
lition is  as  much  indebted  as  to  any  other  parliamentary  ad- 
vocate, except  Mr.  Wilberforce — stated  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, that  even  at  last,  in  1807,  after  the  twenty  years  discus- 
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PART  I.  sion,  it  requWed  all  the  efforts  of  almost  every  member  of  that 
^•i^'^^^Sw'  house,  who  had  any  title  to  the  character  of  an  orator  or  a 
statesman,  to  carry  the  act  through  the  Parliament.  In  fact, 
in  the  final  debates,  the  justice  and  humanity  of  the  trade  were 
maintained  as  boldly  as  they  ever  had  been ;  arguments  of 
counsel  were  heard  at  the  bar,  and  petitions  received,  against 
the  aboruion ;  Lord  Castlereagh,  Lord  Sidmouth,  Lord 
Hawkesbury,  Lord  Eldon,  Lord  Westmoreland,  Mr.  Rose, 
Mr.  Bathurst,  spoke  in  opposition.  These  were  the  men  who, 
immediately  after  the  abolition  became  a  law,  took  the  place 
of  its  patrons  in  the  government.  Clarkson  remarks,  that 
though  the  bill  had  now  passed  both  houses,  "  there  was  an 
awful  fear  lest  it  should  not  receive  the  royal  assent,  before 
the  Grenville  ministry  was  dissolved."  This  awful  fear  was 
founded  upon  the  conviction  that,  with  a  ministry  adverse  to 
the  measure,  no  parliament  could  be  found  to  adopt  it  at  the 
instigation  of  a  member  out  of  office.  There  is  nothing, 
therefore,  forced,  or  illiberal,  in  the  conclusion,  that  it  was 
a  general  party  movement ;  an  act  of  subserviency  in  the 
old  routine  to  the  will  of  an  administration  firmly  united  and 
inextricably  entangled  in  the  object;  that,  had  that  ministry 
been  dissolved  before  the  royal  assent  was  given,  the  slave 
traffic  would  be  at  this  day  a  lawful  branch  of  British  com- 
merce.^ As  the  case  was,  seventeen  years  had  elapsed  since 
superabundant,  irrefragable  evidence  of  the  history  and  cha- 
racter of  the  traffic  was  officially  before  Parliament:  within 
that  interval  it  had  been  allowed  to  flourish  on  an  enlarged 
scale.  Sir  Samuel  Romilly  told  the  House  of  Commons,  in 
1806,  that  "  since  tlie  year  1796,  no  less  than  three  hundred 
and  sixty  thousand  Africans  had  been  torn  away,  under  the 
continued  sanction  of  Parliament,  from  their  native  land." 
This  estimate  is  certainly  too  low,  for  the  annual  exportation 
of  the  British,  according  to  the  Edinburgh  Review,  rose  to 
57,000,  after  the  acquisition  of  the  Dutch  colonies  in  1797. 
The  Report  of  the  African  Institution  for  the  present  year, 


*  The  following  extract  from  the  debate  of  the  House  of  Commons  of 
June  27th,  1814,  will  shew  that  I  am  not  alone  in  this  conjecture. 
"  Mr,  Philips  said — 

"  I  cannot  forg-et  that  the  public  voice  had  been  raised  even  more  loudly 
against  the  slave  trade  before  the  administration  of  Mr.  Fox,  than  during  its 
brief  existence ;  and  to  such  a  degree  do  I  think  the  gratitude  of  the  friends 
of  justice  and  humanity  due  to  that  short-lived  and  much  misrepresented  ad- 
ministration, that  I  do  in  my  conscience  beliexye,  but  for  them,  the  British  slave 
trade  -would  at  this  moine?it  have  been  contimied  to  the  disgrace  of  tlve  country,  to 
the.  outrage  of  public  feeling,  and  in  violation  of  every  principle  of  policy ,  justice, 
and  humanity." 
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(1819,)  states  the  average  at  55,000,  and  admits  that  the  num-SECT. 
her  taken  from  Africa  in  1806  and  1807,  in  the  prospect  of  ^^^^ 
the  approaching'  abolition  of  the  trade^  was  very  considerable. 
From  the  period  when  Mr.  Pitt  declared  to  Parliament  that 
they  had  examined  sufficiently  into  the  nature  of  the  trade  to 
enable  them  to  decide,  and  must  be  convinced  of  its  cruelty 
and  injustice,  until  the  date  of  the  cessation  of  importation 
into  the  British  colonies,  the  number  of  negroes  carried  into 
slavery  by  the  British  merchants  with  the  authority  of  the 
nation,  could  not  have  been  less  than  one-third  of  the  whole 
number  now  existing  in  the  United  States. 

13.  My  readers  may  already  understand,  that  the  British 
abolition  is  not  quite  so  abundantly  creditable,  as  to  render  it 
an  adequate  foundation  for  reflections  on  the  United  States. 
But  I  will  suppose  that  the  motives  were  altogether  pure 
and  magnanimous  ;  that  it  was  the  immediate  fruit  of  Chris- 
tian conviction  ; — a  national  act  of  contrition  and  atonement. 
The  questions  then  arise, — was  it  in  itself  a  sufficient  repara- 
tion for  the  wrongs  done  to  Africa  ?  and  if  not,  has  Great 
Britain  performed  her  utmost  to  make  full  amends  ?  The  ad- 
vocates of  the  abolition  admitted,  universally,  what  all  must 
perceive,  that  by  it  she  had  merely  stopped  the  increase  of 
her  vast  debt  to  that  continent  and  to  humanity ;  that  she  was 
bound  to  go  further ;  to  rectify  the  condition  of  the  negroes  • 
within  her  dominions,  and,  if  possible,  to  withdraw  all  the 
other  nations  from  the  slave  trade.  Every  one  saw  that  un- 
less her  example  were  imitated  by  the  slave-dealing  powers 
of  Europe,  her  proceeding,  however  useful  to  her  own  com- 
merce and  character,  would  be  productive,  comparatively,  of 
little  advantage  to  Africa,  and  followed  by  an  extensive 
clandestine  trade  in  her  own  dependencies. 

Reviewing  the  statements  of  those  who  brought  about  the 
abolition,  respecting  the  immensity  of  the  crime  she  had  com- 
mitted, and  the  misery  and  mischief  she  had  caused  ;  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  estimates  made  by  the  anti-abolitionists,  of 
the  vast  emolument  and  general  advantages  which  she  had 
gained  in  the  prosecution  of  the  trade,  closet-moralists  thought 
it  incumbent  upon  her,  to  interpose  her  whole  strength  in  fa-  ^ 
vour  of  the  region  she  had  so  long  desolated,  and  of  the  portion 
of  its  offspring  within  the  limits  of  her  empire,  in  any  way  that 
might  be  found  necessary  to  give  efficacy  to  her  intervention, 
and  at  any  risk.  For  the  sake  of  an  addition  to  her  revenue,  she 
had  hazarded  and  incurred  the  loss  of  thirteen  flourishing  co- 
lonies ;  for  the  acquisition  of  slips  of  territory  in  America,  and 
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of  sugar  islands  filled  with  black  slaves, — for  points  of  honour 
and  maritime  prerogative ;  for  security  from  possible  dangers, 
— she  had  waged  long  and  destructive  wars.  She  might,  then, 
to  make  her  atonement  for  the  enormity  and  havoc  of  the  slave 
trade,  in  some  degree  commensurate  withher  guilt — to  prevent 
the  continuance  of  a  system  subversive  of  the  law  of  nations, 
and  of  the  principles  of  Christianity;  superlatively  baneful 
and  immoral, — she  might,  if  no  other  means  would  suffice,  un- 
sheath  her  sword,  and  be  assured  in  so  doing  of  the  favour  of 
the  God  of  battles,  and  of  all  the  friends  of  humanity  and  jus- 
tice on  earth.  On  such  an  occasion  it  became  her,  when  con- 
vinced of  the  futility  of  every  other  expedient,  to  exert  her 
maritime  superiority,  regardless  of  all  forms  and  obstacles — 
a  course  of  proceeding  not  without  precedent  in  her  history. 

At  the  period  of  her  abolition,  France  and  Spain  being  at 
war  with  her,  had  long  been  cut  off  from  the  trade.  The 
only  power  engaged  in  the  prosecution  of  it,  was  Portugal, 
w^hose  government  depended  upon  her  for  its  existence. 
Searcelv  a  year  elapsed,  when  Spain  returned  to  a  state  of 
amity  with  her,  under  such  circumstances,  as  rendered  it 
impossible  she  should  be  refused  any  boon  she  might  be 
pleased  to  ask.  But  I  will  leave  it  to  an  English  writer  to 
explain  the  nature  of  the  conjuncture,  and  to  state  the  result. 
I  find  the  following  exposition  in  a  remarkable  work  publish- 
ed the  last  3'ear,  (1818,)  in  London,  and  entitled,"  A  View  of 
the  present  Increase  of  the  Slave  Trade,  by  Robert  Thorpe, 
L.  L.  D.  late  Chief  Justice  of  Sierra  Leone,  and  Judge  of  the 
Vice  Admiralty  Court  in  that  Colony." 

"  At  the  moment  England  abolished  the  slave  trade,  all  Eu- 
rope was  most  favourably  circumstanced  to  ensure  an  univer- 
sal abolition.  The  royal  family  of  Spain  threw  themselves 
into  the  arms  of  France,  and  were  handed  to  a  prison.  The 
royal  family  of  Portugal  sought  the  protection  of  England,  and 
were  safely  conveyed  to  their  Brasil  dominions.  We  only 
Vv-anted  the  co-operation  of  these  powers  to  establish  a  perfect 
abolition ;  we  upheld  them  as  kingdoms ;  we  had  a  right  to 
insist  on  their  abolishing  the  slave  trade;  every  principle  of 
justice  and  humanity  called  for  such  a  demand,  while  the  po- 
licy and  professions  of  this  nation,  should  have  made  compli- 
ance necessarv.  Such  a  requisition  could  not  have  been  con- 
sidered as  interfering  with  the  independence  of  those  govern- 
ments, nor  with  the  rights  of  their  subjects.  Independence  is 
not  comprised  in  a  poxver  to  enslave^  nor  do  the  Icnvfid  rights  of 
any  people  consist  in  their  ability  to  invade  the  natural  rights  of 
vian.  While  England  was  exhausting  her  blood  and  treasure 
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in  defence  of  the  liberty  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  she  was  not  SECT.  iX. 
warrantable  in  diminishing  the  resources  of  her  wealth,  to  ex-  v^v'W 
tend  the  cruelty  of  their  commerce  ;  but  the  most  fortunate 
coincidence  was  criminally  neglected."^ 

Nothing  can  be  more  just  than  all  this  representation.  Every 
one  acquainted  with  the  history  of  the  era  of  Bonaparte's  •  . 
invasion  of  the  Peninsula,  must  be  convinced,  that  it  was  rn 
the  power  of  England,  to  extort  from  Portugal  and  Spain  the 
abolition  of  their  slave  trade.  "It  would  have  been,"  said 
Mr.  Canning,  palliating  the  omission  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, "  unwise  to  have  taken  a  high  tone  with  them  in  the  day 
of  their  distress  ;  a  strong  remonstrance  on  this  subject  would 
have  gone  with  too  much  of  authority,  and  have  appeared  in- 
sulting."! So  fastidious  a  delicacy,  where  the  object  was, 
according  to  the  British  theory,  of  immeasurable  importance 
to  the  repose  of  the  national  conscience,  and  to  humanity! 
The  day  of  the  absolute  dependence  of  those  powers  upon 
England,  was  the  only  day,  in  which  there  was  any  likelihood 
of  the  accomplishment  of  that  object  with  them  ;  and  a  strong 
remonstrance  against  the  prosecution  of  a  system  so  exorbi- 
tantly wicked  and  pernicious,  could  not  in  itself  have  worn  the 
air  of  insult,  but  would  rather  have  appeared  an  act  of  noble 
friendship  and  resolute  philanthropy.  With  the  lives  and 
happiness  of  millions  of  Africans,  and  all  the  other  momen- 
tous considerations  attached  to  the  extinguishment  of  the 
slave  trade,  at  stake,  the  opportunity  was  to  be  improved 
determinately,  though  at  a  greater  cost  than  a  little  violence 
done  to  perverted  feelings,  and  the  excitement  of  an  impo- 
tent discontent.  If  Spain  and  Portugal  could  be  induced  to 
comply  at  once,  then,  as  no  lawful  trade  in  slaves  would  exist 
during  the  war.  Great  Britain  ruling  the  seas  and  exercising 
the  belligerent  right  of  search,  might  repress  all  illicit  trade, 
and  take  much  more  effectual  precautions  against  its  revival 
in  any  shape.  In  this  point  of  view  the  opportunity  seemed 
doubly  precious,  and  irretrievable. 

The  coincidence  was,  to  repeat  the  language  of  Dr.  Thorpe, 
*'  criminally  neglected."  The  British  abolition  took  the  cha- 
racter of  a  division  of  the  British  share  of  the  trade  between 
foreign  powers,  and  a  number  of  British  subjects  upon  whom 
the  act  of  Parliament  would  not  serve  as  a  restraint.  The 
anti-abolitionists  predicted  this,  and  contributed  to  the  fulfil- 
ment of  the  prediction.  Portugal  was  left  at  liberty  to  supply 
not  only  her  own  dependencies,  but  those  of  Spain ;  and  to  the. 
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PART  T.  latter,  cargoes  were  ir.cessantly  carried  under  the  Portugiies 
v-^'v^w  flag,  until  at  length  the  British  cruizers  were  authorized  to 
bring  in  for  adjudication,  such  Portuguese  ships  as  might  be 
found  carrying  slaves,  to  places  not  subject  to  the  crown  of 
Portugal.  It  was  discovered,  within  the  year  after  the  ter- 
mination by  law  of  the  British  exportation,  that  the  trade 
itself  had  not  suffered  the  least  abatement;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, was  plied  with  greater  activity,  to  a  greater  extent,  and 
with  aggravated  barbarity,  under  the  Spanish,  Swedish,  and 
Portuguese  flags.  The  slave  trade,"  savs  the  Report,  dated 
1810,  of  the  commissioners  of  African  inquiry',  is  at  pre- 
sent carried  on  to  a  vast  extent.  By  the  autumn  of  1809, 
the  coast  of  Africa  swarmed  with  contraband  vessels  ;  and  it 
was  not  until  the  arrival  of  a  small  squadron  of  his  majesty's 
vessels,  early  the  next  year,  (1810 !)  that  any  interruption 
could  be  given  to  their  proceedings."  In  1810,  Great  Britain 
concluded  a  treaty  with  Portugal,  by  which  she  secured  to 
herself  great  commercial  advantages,  and  consented  that  Por- 
tugal should  carry  on  the  trade  in  slaves  from  the  African 
dominions  (claimed  or  in  possession)  of  the  Portuguese 
crown,  preciselv  the  great  marts  of  the  trade — Portugal  an- 
nouncing, at  the  same  time,  with  what  sinceritv,  vvnll  soon 
be  seen,  her  resolution  to  co-operate  with  his  Britannic  ma- 
jesty in  the  cause  of  humanitv  and  justice,  &c. 

To  display  the  efficacy  of  the  British  abolition  for  the  first 
years,  I  will  here  make  a  few  extracts  from  the  Reports  of 
the  London  African  Institution — a  society  which  boasts  of 
the  most  illustrious  names,  and  is  the  centre  of  information 
respecting  African  affairs. 

'""Circumstances,"  says  the  Report  of  1809,  "have  come 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  directors  of  this  institution,  vv'hich 
leave  them  no  room  to  doubt  that  means  are  at  this  moment 
employed  by  persons  formerly  engaged  in  the  slave  trade, 
for  eluding  the  salutary  provisions  of  the  abolition  act,  and 
perpetuating  the  guilt  and  misery  of  that  traffic." 

No  foreign  states,"  says  the  Report  of  1810,  have  hi- 
therto followed  the  example  set  them  by  the  legislatures  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  of  America.  The  flags  of 
Spain  and  of  Sweden  have  of  late  been  extensively  employed 
in  covering  and  protecting  a  trade  in  slaves.  Nor  is  this  all. 
It  has  been  discovered  that,  in  defiance  of  all  the  penalties 
imposed  by  act  of  Parliament,  vessels  under  foreign  flags 
have  been  fitted  out  121  the  ports  of  Liverpool  and  London^  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  slaves  from  the  coast  of  Africa  to  the 
Spanish  and  Portuguese  settlements  in  America.    Some  car- 
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goes  from  that  coast  have  been  landed  at  St.  Bartholomews,  SECT.  IX. 
and  smuggled  thence  into  English  islands.  The  discovery  of  v^^v^w 
one  transaction  has  likewise  discovered  to  the  directors  facts, 
which  tend  to  implicate  persons  of  some  consideration  in  so- 
ciety, in  the  guilt  of  these  and  similar  practices." 

"  On  the  coast  of  Africa,"  says  the  Report  of  1811,  "  the 
same  melancholy  scene  has  been  exhibited  during  the  last 
year,  which  the  directors  had  the  pain  of  describing  in  their 
former  report.  The  coast  has  swarmed  with  slave  ships, 
chiefly  under  Portuguese  and  Spanish  colours,  &c.  Suffice  it 
to  say,  that  accounts  from  various  quarters  concur  with  certain 
judicial  proceedings  which  have  taken  place  in  this  country, 
to  prove,  that  a  very  considerable  trade  in  slaves  has  been  car- 
ried on  of  late,  a  large  portion  of  it  by  means  of  the  capital 
and  credit  of  British  subjects. ^^'^Ahtr  the  length  to  which 
the  report  has  already  run,  the  directors  are  unwilling  to  enter 
into  minute  details,  with  regard  to  the  means  which  have  been 
practised  in  the  West  Indies,  to  elude  the  laws  prohibiting 
the  importation  of  slaves.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  they  have  re- 
ceived information  which  satisfies  them  that  those  laws  have 
been  grossly,  and  in  some  instances  openly  violated,  by  the 
importation  of  slaves,  to  a  considerable  extent.^  into  our  own 
West  India  colonies." 

"  There  is  a  large  class  of  contraband  slave  ships  fitted 
out  chiefly  from  London  or  Liverpool,  destined  in  fact  to  the 
coast  of  Africa,"  &c. 

"  The  representations,"  says  the  Report  of  1812,  "  which 
the  directors  made  in  their  last  report,  of  the  extent  to  which 
the  slave  trade  had  revived  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  appear  to 
have  fallen  short  of  the  truth.  The  result  of  the  intelligence 
which  they  have  since  received  is,  that,  during  the  year  1810, 
no  less  than  from  70  to  80,000  Africans  were  transported  as 
slaves  from  the  western  coast  of  Africa  to  the  opposite  shores 
of  the  Atlantic.  The  greatest  proportion  is  either  a  British 
or  an  American  trade,  conducted  under  the  flags  of  Spain  and 
Portugal." 

"  What,"  says  the  Report  of  1813,  "  has  been  represented 
as  a  bona  fide  Spanish  and  Portuguese  slave  trade,  has  turned 
out,  upon  strict  examination,  to  be,  in  many  instances,  a  trade 
in  slaves,  illegally  carried  on  by  British  capital  and  British 
subjects.,  and  in  some  instances  by  American  subjects." 

"  The  directors  have  to  bring  before  the  general  meeting  a 
new  species  of  slave  trade,  carried  on,  it  should  seem,  between 
Egypt  and  the  island  of  Malta.  They  have  received  informa- 
tion on  which  they  are  disposed  to  rely,  stating  that  several 
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PART  I.  slaves  have  been  brought  from  Alexandria  to  that  island,  and 
there  sold  to  Englishmen^  as  well  as  to  Maltese  inhabitants. 
These  poor  creatures  consist  principally  of  negro  children, 
brought  from  countries  bordering  on  the  upper  Nile,"  &c. 

"  It  is  with  extreme  regret  that  the  directors  are  again 
obliged  to  state  the  want  of  success  which  has  attended  their 
repeated,  earnest,  and  urgent  representations  to  government 
respecting  the  slave  trade,  carried  on  by  means  of  the  Por- 
tuguese island  of  Bissao,"  &:c. 

"  The  condition  of  the  slaves,  in  the  new  British  conquests, 
the  Isles  of  France  and  Bourbon,  is  wretched  in  the  extreme. 
It  is  with  feelings  of  deep  regret  that  the  directors,  in  pro- 
ceeding to  advert  to  the  condition  of  slaves  in  the  West  In- 
dies, express  their  belief  that  most  flagrant  abuses  continue  to 
exist  in  the  administration  of  the  law,  as  far  as  regards  those 
unhappy  beings,  if,  indeed,  they  can  be  said  to  be  under  the 
protection  of  any  law." 

"  The  directors  cannot  close  their  observations  on  the  state 
of  Africa,  without  adverting  to  the  exportation  of  arms  and 
gunpowder  to  that  continent.  It  is  well  known  that  before  the 
passing  of  the  act  for  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  these 
were  exported  thither  in  very  large  quantities.  Letters  re- 
ceived from  persons  in  Africa,  whose  veracity  is  unquestion- 
able, assert  the  fact,  that  the  slave  traders  are  supplied  with 
these  necessar)^  implements  of  their  traffic,  solely  from  this 
country and  that,  indeed,  they  were  to  be  obtained  no  where 
else." 

"  A  very  considerable  slave  trade,"  says  the  Report  of  1814, 
"  is  still  carried  on  to  the  islands  of  France  and  Bourbon." 

"  There  is  too  much  reason  to  believe  that  a  considerable 
traffic  of  slaves  still  exists  on  the  north  coast  of  Africa.'*'^ 

"  The  board  have  still  to  lament  the  continuance  of  flagrant 
abuses  in  several  of  the  West  India  islands,"  &c. 

14.  On  the  triumph  of  the  allied  arms  over  the  power  of  Bo- 
naparte, in  the  spring  of  1814,  another  crisis  seemed  to  present 
itself,  propitious  to  the  object  of  universal  abolition.  Great 
Britain  had  the  chief  share  of  the  glory  and  profit  of  that 
event ;  it  was  to  her,  in  the  language  of  all  her  subjects,  that 
Europe  owed  its  deliverance  ;  she  had  rescued  Portugal  and 
,  Spain ;  restored  Ferdinand  to  his  throne,  and  reinstated 
the  house  of  Bourbon  in  France.  Hence,  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  the  governments  of  those  countries  to  resist  her 
solicitations  in  favour  of  Africa  ;  or,  at  all  events,  to  brave 
her  power,  incase  she  manifested  a  determination  to  interpose 
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k  as  a  shield  between  that  continent  and  their  ruthless  cupi-  SECT  ix. 
dity.  The  African  Institution,  in  the  Report  which  I  have 
last  quoted,  did  not  overlook  the  new  turn  of  affairs.  "  The 
directors,"  said  the  Report,  "  have  long  been  persuaded, 
that  all  that  can  be  effected,  in  inducing  particular  states  to 
renounce  the  traffic  in  slaves,  however  important  in  itself, 
will  produce  but  a  very  partial  benefit  to  Africa,  unless,  on 
the  conclusion  of  a  general  peace,  the  renunciation  shoiald  be- 
come general,  and  be  adopted  as  a  part  of  the  standing  policy 
of  the  great  commonwealth  of  Europe.  While  the  war  con- 
tinues, it  is  a  matter  of  no  moment  whether  the  slave  trade 
is  abolished  in  France ;  but  it  is  obvious,  that,  if  a  general 
peace  should  leave  the  merchants  of  that  country  at  liberty 
to  renew  their  former  traffic  in  their  fellow-creatures,  little, 
comparatively,  will  have  been  achieved  for  Africa  by  all  the 
generous  efforts  of  this  country.  The  present  moment  having 
appeared  to  the  directors  to  be  peculiarly  favourable  to  the 
hope  of  obtaining  a  recognition  of  the  great  principles  of  the 
abolition,  and  even  the  entire  and  unqualified  renunciation  of 
this  nefarious  traffic  by  all  the  great  powers  of  Europe,  they 
have  endeavoured  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  his  majesty's 
ministers,  the  unspeakable  importance  of  establishing  a  gene- 
ral convention  among  the  European  powers,  for  that  purpose." 

To  aid  the  British  negotiators  at  Paris,  the  two  houses  of 
Parliament  voted  unanimously,  on  the  2d  of  May,  addresses 
to  the  Prince  Regent,  representing  the  importance  of  a  gene- 
ral abolition,  and  their  conviction,  that  unless  it  took  place, 
the  practical  result  of  the  restoration  of  peace  would  be  "  to 
open  the  sea  to  swarms  of  piratical  adventurers  who  would 
renew  and  extend,  on  the  shores  of  Africa,  the  scenes  of 
carnage  and  rapine  in  a  great  measure  suspended  by  maritime 
hostilities;  to  kindle  a  thousand  ferocious  wars,"  &c.  In 
supporting  the  address  of  the  House  of  Commons,  Mr.  Wil- 
berforce  truly  remarked,  that  "  with  regard  to  France,  the 
war  had  practically  abolished  the  trade,  and  therefore,  if  car- 
ried on  by  her,  it  would  be  creating  it  anew." 

On  the  30th  May,  1814,  the  treaty  between  Great  Britain 
and  France  was  signed  at  Paris;  and  lo!  France  was  allowed 
a  term  of  five  years  in  .which  to  pursue  the  traffic  in  human 
flesh,  and  his  Britannic  Majesty  restored  to  his  most  Christian 
Majesty  all  the  colonies,  factories,  andestablishments, of  what- 
ever kind,  which  France  possessed  the  1st  of  January,  1792, 
in  the  seas  and  upon  the  continents  of  America,  Africa^  and 
Asia,  with  the  exception  of  the  islands  of  Tobago  and  St. 
Lucia,  and  of  the  Isle  of  France  and  its  dependencies.  This 
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was  an  electric  shock  for  the  abolitionists  upon  principle,  and 
the  signal  for  a  vigorous  party  assault  upon  the  ministry. 

It  seemed  impossible  to  doubt  that  France  would  have 
yielded,  had  the  immediate  and  total  prohibition  of  the  trade 
been  made  the  sine  qua  non  of  the  restitution  of  her  colonies  ; 
or  had  she  been  tempted  with  the  Mauritius.  Her  utter  ina- 
bility to  renew  the  war,  and  the  certainty  that  the  allies  would 
not  have  passed  over  to  her  side  to  enforce  her  pretensions 
to  the  slave  trade,  were  points  on  which  even  the  most  credu- 
lous could  not  be  deceived. 

The  African  Institution  passed  resolutions  of  reprobation  ; 
petitions  without  number  were  got  up  throughout  the  coun- 
try ;  motions  made  in  Parliament ;  and  the  stir  had  on  the 
whole  an  imposing  character.  The  following  is  part  of  the 
representations  of  the  African  Institution  on  the  occasion. 
"A  provision  is  contained  in  the  recent  treaty  of  peace  with 
France,  the  consequence  of  which  must  be  the  revival  of  the 
slave  trade  on  a  large  scale,  and  to  an  indefinite  extent.  This 
revival  is  attended  with  circumstances  of  peculiar  aggrava- 
tion. Great  and  populous  colonies,  in  v/hich,  during  the  last 
seven  years,  the  importation  of  slaves  has  been  strictly  pro- 
hibited, have  been  freely  ceded  to  France,  not  only  without 
any  stipulation  for  the  continuance  of  that  prohibition,  but 
with  the  declared  purpose  on  the  part  of  that  country,  of 
commencing  a  new  slave  trade  for  their  supply." 

The  apprehensions  of  the  Institution  did  not  receive  much 
relief  on  the  appearance  of  the  French  slave  trade  ordinance. 
By  a  circular  letter  from  the  administration  of  the  customs, 
dated  29th  August,  the  merchants  of  France  were  apprized, 
that  "the  traffic  was  restored  in  all  its  privileges,  and  might 
be  carried  on  from  every  port  having  a  public  bonding  ware- 
house : — That  all  the  goods,  foreign  as  well  as  domestic,  in- 
cluding arms  and  ammunition,  required  for  this  trade,  might 
be  shipped  for  the  coast  of  Africa,  duty  free  :  That  the  same 
provision  extended  to  the  ship's  provisions,  both  for  the 
crew  and  negroes  :  That  the  cargoes  or  provisions  were  not 
to  be  employed,  except  in  the  purchase  and  conveyance  of 
negroes  :  That  French  ships  only  could  engage  in  the  trade  ; 
and,  that  they  might  import  into  all-the  French  colonies,  of 
which  the  government  should  recover  possession,  as  well  as 
those  ceded  by  the  treaty." 

The  language  held  in  Parliament  was  no  less  emphatical 
than  that  of  the  African  Institution.  As  a  specimen,  I  will 
offer  some  extracts  from  the  speech  of  Lord  Grenville. 

"That  the  immediate  and  total  abolition  of  the  slave  trade 
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might,  in  this  treaty,  if  pursued  with  zeal,  have  been  with  SECT.  ix. 
certainty  obtained,  is,  unless  I  am  greatly  misinformed,  the  Vi^^^^'^^w 
general  sentiment  of  all  who  are  conversant  in  foreign  ne- 
gotiation ;  the  concurrent  and  decided  judgment  of  enlight- 
ened statesmen  in  every  country  in  Europe." 

"  What  credulity  will  acquiesce  in  the  pretence,  that  to  extort 
from  France  the  surrender  of  her  conquest,  was  easy ;  to  dis- 
suade her  from  the  revival  of  the  slave  trade  impracticable?" 

"  This  treaty  has  secured  to  our  country  commercial  profits 
and  colonial  acquisitions,  at  the  expense  of  France  :  inconsi- 
derable in  value,  I  admit  it,  but  still  sufficient  to  brand  our 
national  character  Avith  the  dishonour  of  interested  guilt.  To 
France  the  renewal  of  the  slave  trade  is  conceded ;  into  her 
hands  we  deliver  up  the  wretched  inhabitants  of  Africa;  and 
from  her  in  return  we  receive  back  those  advantages  ;  the  con- 
tract is  reciprocal ;  the  transactions  simultaneous ;  included 
in  the  same  treaty,  never  will  they  be  separated  in  the  opi- 
nion of  mankind." 

"  We  have  consented  to  revive  and  guarantee  the  slave 
trade,  not  because  we  feared  war,  but  because  we  thirsted 
for  more  extended  possessions.  Such  will  be  the  just  judg- 
ment, both  of  the  present  time,  and  of  posterity;  the  opinion 
of  impartial  men  in  all  ages.  If,  they  will  tell  us,  you  could 
not  otherwise  refuse  yourselves  to  a  dishonourable  contract 
for  guilt,  you  might  have  proffered  in  exchange  for  it  the 
abandonment  of  these  acquisitions ;  an  exchange  which 
France  most  certainlv  would  gladly  have  accepted." 

You  are  fullv  sensible  also,  how  difficult  it  will  be  to 
prevent  the  application  of  British  capital  to  this  wickedness 
when  authorized  by  France.  How  large  a  portion  of  this 
trade  will  really  be  carried  on  in  her  name  by  your  own  sub- 
jects ;  how  much  of  it  will  be  diverted  to  the  supply  of  your 
own  colonies,  under  a  pretended  destination  to  those  with 
which  they  are  so  closely  intermixed  in  the  West  Indian  seas." 

The  subject  was  taken  up  officially  in  the  Edinburgh  Re- 
view, and  treated  with  as  little  reserve.  The  Reviewers 
cried  out  against  "  the  vile  mockery  of  an  abolition  in  rever- 
sion, expectant  upon  a  five  years  term  of  unstinted,  nay,  en- 
couraged slave  trade."  "  England,"  they  added,  "  has  no 
manner  of  difficulty  in  obtaining  Malta,  Tobago,  St.  Lucia, 
the  Isle  of  France,  (not  to  mention  the  Cape ;)  in  short,  any 
thing  which  may  serve  her  interests ;  she  surrenders  Guada^ 
loupe^  that  her  islands  may  be  supplied  by  smuggling. 

Lord  Castlereagh  defended  the  treaty,  upon  the  grounds 
of  the  strong  objection"  of  the  French  rulers  to  immediate 
abolition,  because  they  would  appear  to  submit  to  English  die- 
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PART  T.  tation!  of  the  importance  of  ending  the  negotiation  in  mutual 
^>-^'^''^>»^  respect  and  confidence ;  of  the  danger  of  prolonging  the  war  by 
insisting  upon  a  concession  which  France  felt  to  be  dishonour- 
able  to  her  character  as  a  nation,  &:c.  He  was  "  ready  to 
admit,  that  Guadaloupe  and  Martinique  being  permitted  to  be 
points  of  depot,  did,  to  a  certain  degree,  increase  the  probabi- 
lity of  an  illicit  trade  being  carried  on  from  those  islands  with 
the  British  colonies.  But  if  France  had  even  consented  to 
abolish  the  trade,  the  number  of  depots  which  would  have 
otherwise  existed,  was  sufficiently  numerous  for  the  illegal 
introduction  of  slaves  into  the  islands  belonging  to  Great  Bri- 
tain. From  the  Havanna  and  Porto  Rico,  the  possessions  of 
Spain,  slaves  might  very  eashiij  find  their  way  into  the  British 
colonies."  His  lordship  remarked,  too,  a  point  of  delicacy  as 
to  pressing  the  abolition:  "  However  disposed  he  and  the  Bri- 
tish nation  might  be  to  make  sacrifices  for  it,  he  could  assure 
the  house  that  such  was  not  the  impression  in  France,  and 
that  even  among  the  better  classes  of  people  there,  the  British 
government  did  not  get  full  credit  for  their  motives  of  acting. 
The  motives  zvere  not  there  thought  to  arise  from  benevolence y 
hut  from  a  -wish  to  impose  fetters  on  French  colonies  and  injure 
their  commerceP 

This  misgiving  of  the  French  was  of  no  fresh  date*  and 
could  not  have  been  altogether  unknown  to  Parliament.  In 
1807,  Lord  Lauderdale,  whom  Mr.  Fox  sent  to  negotiate  with 
Bonaparte  the  preceding  year,  made  the  following  statement 
in  the  House  of  Lords.  ^'  On  my  urging  to  the  French  minis- 
ters the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  I  was  answered,  that  it 
could  not  be  expected  that  the  French  government,  irritated 
as  it  had  been  by  the  negroes  in  St.  Domingo,  would  readily 
agree  to  the  abolition  of  the  trade.  I  answered  that  the  abo- 
lition would  have  been  the  only  effectual  means  of  preventing 
the  horrors  which  had  occurred  in  that  island.  Then  the 
truth  came  out.  I  was  told  that  England,  with  her  colonies 
well  stocked  with  negroes,  and  affording  a  larger  produce, 
might  abolish  the  trade  without  inconvenience  ;  but  that 
France,  with  colonies  ill-stocked,  and  deficient  in  produce, 
could  not  abolish  it  without  conceding  to  us  the  greatest  ad- 
vantages, and  sustaining  a  proportionate  loss."* 

The  transactions  in  England,  and  the  fundamental  policy 
in  the  case,  prompted  the  British  ministry  to  renew  their  in- 
stances with  the  French  government.  An  island,  or  if  pre- 
ferable, a  pecuniary  indemnity  to  the  French  planters,  was 
oflFered  for  the  immediate  abandonment  of  the  trade,  or  the 


*  Cobbeit's  PiU-liujneiitai'j  Debates,  vol.  viii. 
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abridgment  of  the  term  stipulated  by  the  treaty.  It  was  SECT.  IX. 
proposed  to  France  to  establish  a  system  of  license,  so  as  to  ^^"^"^"^^ 
prevent  the  importation  into  her  colonies  of  more  negi-oes  than 
xvouhi  be  necessary  for  the  existing  plantations^  and  to  pre- 
clude the  cultivation  of  new  lands.  Lord  Wellington  disco- 
vered that  there  was  no  disposition  among  the  French  states- 
men to  relinquish  the  trade  at  once  ;  but,  finally,  after  a  ne- 
gotiation, the  particulars  of  which  are  not  a  little  curious, 
means  were  found  by  England  to  persuade  the  French  go- 
vernment to  put  restrictions  upon  it ;  particularly  that  of 
confining  it  to  the  south  of  Cape  Formosa. 

The  first  attempts  upon  the  Spanish  goyernment  bear  date 
in  1814;  but  Ferdinand  was  upon  his  throne,  and  Spain 
clear  of  the  French.  The  Spanish  monarch  consented  to 
forbid  his  subjects  to  carry  slaves  to  foreign  possessions  ; 
nothing  more  could  then  be  obtained,  in  the  w^ay  and  upon 
the  terms  which  suited  the  views  of  England. 

Lord  Castlereagh  made  his  main  effort,  within  the  limits 
prescribed,  at  the  Congress  of  Vienna.  He  succeeded,  not- 
withstanding the  opposition  of  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese 
plenipotentiaries,  in  rendering  the  eight  principal  powers 
parties  to  the  settlement  of  the  question.  Four  sittings  were 
specially  assigned  to  its  discussion.  The  fruit  of  the  first, 
the  only  fruit  of  the  whole  arrangement,  was  the  celebrated 
declaration  of  the  8th  of  February,  1815,  in  which  all  the 
powers  proclaimed  their  detestation  of  the  character,  and  their 
desire  to  accomplish  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  ;  at  the 
same  time  that  they  acknowledged  the  right  of  each  to  take 
its  own  time  for  the  total  relinquishment  on  its  own  part. 
Talleyrand  would  not  consent  to  abridge  the  term  granted  to 
France;  Spain  would  make  no  acceptable  concession:  Por- 
tugal professed  her  readiness  to  limit  the  duration  of  her  trade 
to  eight  years,  provided  his  Britannic  majesty  would  on  his 
side  acquiesce  in  certain  material  changes  in  the  commercial 
relations  between  her  and  Great  Britain.  Some  of  the  general 
observations  made  by  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  plenipo- 
tentiaries, in  reply  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  are  worth  repeating. 
The  first,  Count  Labrador,  said,  if  the  Spanish  colonies  of 
America  were,  as  to  the  supply  of  negroes,  in  the  same  state 
as  the  English  colonies,  his  Catholic  majesty  would  not  hesi- 
tate a  moment  in  decreeing  an  immediate  abolition  :  But, 
the  question  having  been  before  the  British  parliament  from 
1788  to  1807,  the  English  traders  and  planters  had  full  time 
to  make  extraordinary  purchases  of  slaves  ;  and,  in  fact,  they 
did  so.  This  was  proved  by  the  case  of  Jamaica,  which, 
Vol.  L — Z  z 
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in  1787,  had  only  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  slaves^ 

whereas,  at  the  period  of  the  abolition,  in  1807,  she  possess- 
ed four  hundred  thousand.  During  the  long  war  with  Eng- 
land, Spain  had  been  deprived  of  the  faculty  of  procuring 
nejrroes  for  herself.  Jamaica  had  ten  blacks  to  one  white ; 
in  the  island  of  Cuba,  the  best  provided  with  slaves  of  all 
the  Spanish  colonies,  there  were  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
four  thousand  whites,  and  only  two  hundred  and  twelve 
thousand  slaves." 

The  representative  of  Portugal  alleged  that  "  the  position 
of  Brasil  was  particularly  delicate  in  this  matter  ;  it  was  an 
immense  country,  which  was  far  from  possessing  the  num- 
ber of  hands  necessary  for  its  cultivation  ;  that  a  sudden 
stoppage  in  the  importation  of  negroes  would  be  of  incalcu- 
lable mischief,  as  well  for  Brasil  as  for  the  Portuguese  es- 
tablishments on  the  coast  of  Africa ;  that  the  treatment  of 
the  slaves  in  Brasil  was  notoriously  mild ;  and  that  these 
considerations  made  the  case  of  Portugal  an  exception ;  at 
all  events  she  might  be  excused  if  she  proceeded  leisurely 
and  cautiously  in  the  affair,  since,  in  the  instance  of  Eng- 
land, so  long  an  interval  had  occurred  between  the  proposal 
and  the  adoption  of  the  measure  of  abolition." 

The  primary  object  of  Lord  Castlereagh  was  to  secure  from 
the  intrusion  of  foreign  slave  vessels,  that  part  of  the  African 
coast,  which  England  had  marked  out  for  her  general  trade. 
In  the  interval  between  the  first  and  second  general  confer- 
ence, (21st  and  22d  of  January,  1815,)  he  signed  two  conven- 
tions with  the  plenipotentiary  of  Portugal,  by  which  Great 
Britain  released  the  balance  due  upon  an  old  English  loan  to 
Portugal,  and  allotted  three  hundred  thousand  pounds  ster- 
ling as  a  fund  of  indemnity  for  the  owners  of  the  Portuguese 
slave  ships  which  her  cruizers  had  captured  before  the  1st  of 
June,  1814,  on  the  ground  of  their  being  engaged  in  the  trade 
illegally  :  She  agreed  at  the  same  time  to  the  abrogation  of 
the  treaty  of  1810;  Portugal,  on  her  part,  covenanted  to  pro- 
hibit her  subjects  from  carry  ing  on  the  slave  trade,  in  any 
manner,  to  the  north  of  the  equator^  it  being  understood  that 
they  were  to  pursue  it  unmolested  to  the  south  of  the  line,  as 
long  as  it  should  be  at  all  permitted  by  the  Portuguese  laws. 

In  a  secret  and  conjidential  letter  of  Lord  Castlereagh  to  the 
duke  of  Wellington,  at  Paris,  of  August,  1814,*  his  lordship 
stated,  that  it  was  become  necessary  to  consider  how  far  cer- 
tain powers  might  be  brought  to  do  their  duty  in  the  matter 


*  See  the  Pieces  Officielles  de  Schoell,  vol.  vii.  p.  90. 


SLAVE  TRADE. 


363 


of  abolition,  by  a  sense  of  interest or,  in  other  words,  how  SECT.  IX. 
they  might  be  deprived  of  the  undue  advantage  which  they  v^>r>w/ 
enjoyed  over  the  states  who,  by  a  feeling  of  moral  obligation, 
renounced  the  trade.  Nothing,  he  suggested,  appeared  more 
likely  to  work  the  effect,  than  a  concert  among  those  states  to 
exclude  from  their  dominions  the  colonial  produce  of  the 
refractory  powers.  Duke  Wellington  was  instructed  to  sound 
the  prince  of  Benevento  on  the  subject.  The  true  motives  of 
this  plan  did  not,  we  may  presume,  escape  the  penetration  of 
the  latter.  Lord  Castlereagh  proposed  it  anew  at  Vienna 
to  the  emperor  of  Russia,  in  his  formal  interview  with  that 
monarch  on  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade.  The  abolition 
states  could  not,  he  urged,  do  less  than  adopt  it:  Unless  they 
gave  a  preference  to  such  colonial  products  as  were  not  raised 
by  slaves  newhj  introduced^  they  would  be  partakers  in  the 
scandal  and  crime  accompanving  the  growth  of  such  as  were  ! 
The  British  negotiator  was  indiscreet  enough  to  submit  the 
project  for  adoption,  at  the  conferences  of  the  plenipotentia- 
ries ;  with  the  modification  that  the  products  of  the  colonies 
in  which  the  trade  was  forbidden,  should  be  alone  receiv- 
ed, or  those  of  the  vast  regions  of  the  globe  furnishing  the 
same  articles  by  the  labour  of  their  own  native  inhabitants, 
meaning,  says  Schoell,^  the  British  possessions  in  the  East 
Indies.  The  ministers  of  Spain  and  Portugal  protested  against 
this  expedient  of  coercion,  and  threatened  that  their  courts 
would  exclude  in  turn  the  most  valuable  export  of  the  coun- 
tries by  which  it  should  be  employed. 

What  England  could  not  persuade  the  Bourbons  to  do  in 
1814,  Bonaparte  did  spontaneously  on  his  return  from  the 
Island  of  Elba.  He  interdicted  the  French  slave  trade  at 
once,  from  motives  of  personal  interest  which  few  were  at  a 
loss  to  detect.  When  Louis  was  replaced  on  his  throne,  no- 
thing remained  for  him  but  to  submit,  apparently,  to  the  will 
of  the  British  minister  who  escorted  him  into  Paris,  and  who 
required  him  not  at  least  to  retract  the  only  favour  granted  by 
the  arch-tyrant  to  humanity.  Accor(fingly,  on  the  30th  of 
July,  1815,  Talleyrand  announced  to  Lord  Castlereagh  that 
the  slave  trade  was  thenceforward,  forever,  and  universally, 
forbidden  to  all  the  subjects  of  his  most  Christian  majesty. 
The  tenor  of  the  correspondence  on  the  subject  between  the 
two  viziers  is  among  the  curiosities  of  that  day. 

In  1816,  England  resumed  her  negotiation  with  Spain, 


*  Histoire  abregee  des  Traites  de  Paix,  vol  xi. 
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PART  I.  and,  finally,  availing  herself  of  the  necessities  of  the  latter, 
^^^''^^  effected  the  treatv  of  Madrid  of  the  23d  Sept.  1817.  By 
this  treaty,  Spain,  for  a  sum  of  four  hundred  thousand  pounds 
sterling,  stipulated  to  renounce  the  slave  trade  at  once  to 
the  north  of  the  line,  and  to  prohibit  it  entirely,  in  all  her  do- 
minions, from  the  30th  May,  1820.  The  sum  of  four  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds  bore  a  small  proportion,  indeed,  to  the 
wealth  which  Britain  had  drawn  from  the  traffic  in  human 
flesh  ;  or  to  that  which  she  expected  to  derive  from  the  ac- 
complishment of  her  view^s  on  Africa.^  But  the  new  sacri- 
jice  was  emblazoned  in  Parliament,  and  the  rescue  of  the 
northern  part  of  that  continent  declared  to  be  consummated. 

"  We  have  now,"  said  Lord  Castlereagh,  "  arrived  at  the 
last  stage  of  our  difficulties,  and  the  last  stage  of  our  exertions. 
One  great  portion  of  the  world  was  rescued  from  the  horrors 
of  the  traffic.  The  approval  of  the  grant  amounted  to  this, 
whether  the  slave  trade  should  be  abolished  or  not." 

Lord  Castlereagh  announced,  on  the  same  occasion,  the 
conclusion  of  a  treaty  with  the  Portuguese  ambassador  in  Lon- 
don, for  the  final  suppression  of  the  Portuguese  slave  tr  ade, 
and  the  certainty  of  its  ratification  :  But  his  lordship's  assu- 
rance was  premature.  The  court  of  Brasil  could  not  be  drawn 
into  any  further  retrenchment,  than  was  stipulated  in  the 
treaty  of  Vienna,  to  which  I  have  adverted.  Sweden,  who 
had  never  authorized  the  trade,  readily  consented  to  prohibit 
it,  on  receiving  Guadaloupe,  in  1813,  in  deposit.  The  king 
of  the  Netherlands  accepted  of  the  condition  of  a  total  renun- 
ciation, attached  to  the  restitution  of  the  Dutch  colonies  in 
1814. 

15.  Before  I  proceed  to  exhibit  the  actual,  and  what — it 
is  to  be  feared  from  late  British  statements,  which  I  shall 
produce, — may  be  considered  as  the  final  result  of  all  these 
boasted  triumphs  for  Africa,  I  wish  to  illustrate  further  the 
English  sins  of  con;mission.  We  have  seen  that  the 
African  Institution  acknowledges  the  participation  of  Bri- 


*ln  the  debate  in  the  House  of  Commons,  (Feb.  9th,  1818,)  Mr.  "Wilber- 
force  said,  *'  He  could  not  but  think  that  the  grant  to  Spain  w  ould  be  more 
than  repaid  to  Great  Britain  in  commercial  advantages,  by  the  opening-  of  a 
threat  continent  to  British  industry;  an  object  which  would  be  entirely  de- 
feated, if  the  slave  traffic  was  to  be  carried  on  by  the  Spanish  nation.  Our 
commercial  connexion  with  Africa  will  do  much  more  than  repay  us  for  any 
pecuniary  sacrifices  of  this  kind.  He  himself  would  see  Great  Britain  de- 
riving the  greatest  advantages  from  its  intercourse  with  Africa."  Hansard's 
Pari.  Deb. 
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tish  subjects  in  the  trade,  to  a  great  extent.  The  same  ad- SECT.  IX. 
mission  has  been  made  repeatedly  in  Parliament,  by  the  high-  ^-^"^^""'^ 
est  authority.  Before  the  establishment  of  the  peace  of  1814, 
Mr.  Whitbread  stated  in  the  House  of  Commons,  that  "  there 
were,  to  his  knov/ledge,  persons  in  England  base  enough  to 
wish  for  the  return  of  peace,  on  account  of  the  facilities  it 
would  afford  for  carrying  on  the  slaye  traffic  under  another 
flag."^  On  the  18th  April,  1815,  Mr.  Barham  alleged  in  the 
same  place,  that  it  was  a  well  known  fact  that  a  large  Bri- 
tish capital  was  employed  in  British  ships,  in  the  slaye  trade." 
And  on  the  9th  of  February,  1818,  Lord  Castlereagh  held 
this  language  to  Parliament.  "  It  would  be  a  great  error  to 
believe  that  the  reproach  of  carrying  on  the  slave  trade  ille- 
gally, belonged  only  to  other  countries.  In  monherlesst  in- 
stances, he  was  sorry  to  say,  it  had  come  to  his  knowledge, 
that  British  subjects  were  indirectly  and  largehj  engaged." 

With  respect  to  the  British  West  India  islands,  it  is  of 
notoriety  that  they  have  been  replenished  with  negroes 
since  the  British  abolition.  In  the  quotations  which  I  have 
made  from  the  Reports  of  the  African  Institution,  the  con- 
traband trade  of  those  islands  is  formally  denounced.  The 
Report  of  that  Society  for  1815,  is  more  pointed  and  circum- 
stantial in  its  declarations  on  the  same  head,  in  relation  to  all 
of  them.  It  gives  us  to  understand  that  twenty  thousand  ne- 
groes had  been  yearly  smuggled  into  them,  and  avers  that 
"  all  of  the  settlements  were  confident  of  having  the  means  of 
providing  themselves  still  v/ith  slaves  in  the  proportion  of 
their  actual  demand that  "  insular  laws,  whose  policy 
plainly  depended  on  the  permanence  of  the  slave  trade,  re- 
mained unrepealed that  "  the  assemblies  still  looked  to 
Africa  for  the  supply  of  their  wasting  population."  The 
Edinburgh  Review,  in  expressing  some  incredulity  with  res- 
pect to  the  amount  of  the  illicit  importation,  intimated  in  the 
Report,  remarks,  however,  that  "  to  question  the  fact  of 
clandestine  importation  would  prove  extreme  ignorance  of 
West  Indian  morals,  and  of  the  state  to  w  hich  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  law  is  of  necessity  reduced,  where  nine  persons 
in  ten  of  the  inhabitants  are  incompetent  witnesses,  and  are, 
moreover,  the  property  of  the  remaining  tenth. "f 

The  same  Report  denies  that  the  slaves,  in  any  one 
island, had,  in  regard  to  their  legal  condition,  then  derived  the 
least  benefit  from  the  abolition  acts.  It  represents  them,  also, 
as  suffering  the  same  miseries  ;  as  equally  cut  off  from  all 


*  Debate  of  May  2d,  1814. 
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PART  I.  means  of  mental  and  religious  improvement.  In  their  article 
^^'^'^"^  upon  this  Report,  the  Edinburgh  Reviewers  ratify  its  exposi- 
tion, and  speak  thus  of  their  "  sugar  planting  brethren — 
"  They  not  only  have  taken  no  steps  to  encourage  religious 
instruction,  but  have  again  and  again  attempted  to  prevent  the 
black  population  from  receiving  it,  in  the  only  form  in  which 
it  ever  can  reach  them,  as  things  are  at  present  constituted, 
namely,  by  missionary  preachers.  The  zeal  of  pious  men 
was  beginning  to  carry  the  blessings  of  the  gospel  into  the 
settlements,  not  sectaries  merely,  but  Church-of-England 
missions.  The  wisdom  of  colonial  legislation  took  the  alarm ; 
acts  were  regularly,  and  in  all  the  forms,  passed,  to  stop,  by 
main  force,  all  such  attempts  at  illuminating  the  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  their  Pagan  subjects.  The  royal  assent  has  been 
refused,  but  they  are  of  sufficient  efficacy  in  the  interval,  and 
as  often  as  one  is  annulled,  another  is  passed.  In  some  of  the 
colonies,  the  impediments  to  manumission  are  enormous. 
The  tax  imposed  by  the  policy  of  the  law  in  those  enlight- 
ened latitudes,  for  ever  closes  the  door  to  emancipation.  In 
Jamaica,  the  negroes  are  prohibited  from  being  taught,"  &c. 

The  work  of  Dickson  and  Steele,  entitled  Mitigation  of 
Slavery^  of  which  I  have  already  availed  myself,  is  one  of 
great  and  deserved  authority  on  these  subjects.  It  was  pub- 
lished in  London,  in  1814,  and  the  writers,  who  had  long  re- 
sided in  the  West  Indies  in  high  stations,  go  even  beyond  the 
African  Institution  in  their  representations  of  the  nature  of  the 
slavery,  and  of  the  futility  of  the  abolition  acts,  in  that  quarter. 

*'The  abolition,"  says  Dr.  Dickson,  "  of  what  is  called  the 
African  slave  trade,  was,  in  itself,  an  object  every  way  wor- 
thy of  the  long  and  arduous  struggle  which  effected  it.  But 
its  relative  value,  as  a  corrective  of  West  Indian  abuses,  hath 
been  greatly  overrated.  The  reader  of  this  volume  will  see 
distinctly  that,  as  many  of  the  worst  evils  of  the  West  Indian 
slavery  were  owing  to  other  causes  than  the  African  slave 
trade,  those  evils  could  not  possibly  be  remedied  by  the  aboli- 
tion of  that  trade.  This  important  position,  so  solidly  esta- 
blished in  the  first  part  of  the  following  collection,  hath  been 
deplorably  exemplified,  since  the  date  of  the  abolition  act,  in 
the  accounts  of  respectable  individuals;  and  in  the  correspond- 
ence of  the  secretary  of  state  with  the  West  Indian  governors. 
The  facts  alluded  to,  though  but  a  mere  specimen  of  the 
West  Indian  slavery,  clearly  show,  that  they  flowed  from  a 
source  inherent  in  that  slavery  itself.  An  additional  proof  is, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  the  low 
price  of  produce,  and  the  exorbitant  price  of  slaves,  (all  strong 
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motives  for  economizing  their  lives,)  the  deaths  among  the  SECT, 
slaves  of  one  island.,  in  1810,  exceeded  the  births  by  above  ten 
thousand.  No  cause  of  any  extraordinary  mortalit}-  is  alleged; 
but  that  surplus  of  deaths  appears  to  have  happened  in  the 
common  course  of  business.  On  the  whole,  we  may  safely 
affirm,  that  the  general  treatment  of  the  slaves,  in  the  old  su- 
gar islands,  has  not  received  any  material  improvement  for  a 
centurv  and  a  half.  The  new  islands  have  but  copied  the 
old  ;  with  the  difference,  that  the  hardships  inseparable  from 
the  clearing  of  fresh  lands  have,  in  all  cases,  deplorably  ag- 
gravated the  mortality-." 

"  Facts  leave  not  a  doubt  in  the  mind,  that  the  harshness  of 
the  slave  laws  is  but  little  softened  by  the  lenit}'  of  the  general 
practice  in  anif  of  the  sugar  islands.  Bad  is  the  best  treat- 
ment which  the  negroes  experience  in  the  West  India  colo- 
nies. Thev  all  perform  their  labour  under  the  whip,  Mr. 
Mathison,  that  sensible  and  candid  planter,  states  broadh',  in 
1811,  the  general  practice  of  under-feeding  from  one  end  of 
Jamaica  to  the  other.  He  also  believes  that  excessive  labour 
is  one  of  the  prevailing  causes  of  depopulation  among  the 
slaves  on  that  island." 

The  registiy  system  for  the  West  Indies,  is  grounded 
upon  the  inefficacy  of  the  abolition  there  \  and,  so  far  as 
appears  by  the  facts  disclosed  in  the  House  of  Commons,  the 
one  has  been  found  as  nugatorv  as  the  other.*  Wemavtake 
an  instance  from  the  mouth  of  Mr.  Wilberforce,  of  the  state 
of  things  in  Barbadoes,  where,  according  to  Dr.  Dickson,f 
slavery  is  not  near  so  bad  as  in  most  of  the  other  islands. 

"Mr.  Wilberforce  said,  (April  22d,  1818,)  that  the  situa- 
tion of  the  slaves  in  Barbadoes  was  most  wretched.  Lord 
Seaforth  when  governor  of  the  island,  endeavoured  to  improve 
it  by  procuring  a  law  to  render  the  murder  of  a  slave  capital. 
The  island  was  at  first  enraged  with  the  governor  for  pro- 
posing such  a  measure.  When  it  was  consented  to,  and  the 
friends  of  humanity  in  this  country  were  led  to  believe  that 
the  condition  of  the  slaves  in  that  island  was  much  bettered, 
what  was  their  surprise  and  disappointment,  to  find  in  two 
years  after,  when  this  laAv  was  laid  upon  the  table  of  the 
house,  that  it  was  rendered  entirely  nugatory  by  a  condition 
annexed  to  it ;  for  it  was  provided,  that  the  murder  to  be 
capital  must  be  unprovoked." 


*  See,  on  this  head,  the  Twelfth  Report  of  the  African  Institution,  p.  42, 
f  Mitigxition  of  Slavery,  p.  51" 
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PART  I.  "  There  were  cases,"  Mr.  Wilberforce  continued, "  in  which 
"-^'^''"^^  a  negro  had  purchased  his  freedom,  and  the  freedom  of  his 
children,  and  trained  them  up  with  the  most  exemplary  care, 
yet  his  offspring  had  afterwards  been  seized  on  by  the  creditors 
of  his  decea?:ed  master,  because  he  had  died  an  insolvent,  and 
had  been  thus  transported  even  to  the  mines  of  Mexico."^ 

With  such  testimony  as  we  have  seen,  notoriously  extant, 
concerning  the  importation  of  negroes  into  the  British  West 
Indies,  and  their  general  condition,  after  the  abolition  act, 
the  British  minister.  Lord  Castlereagh,  ventured,  in  his  cor- 
respondence with  the  foreign  powers  in  the  year  1814,f  to 
make  the  following  representation.  "  The  experience  of  eight 
years  which  have  elapsed  since  the  total  abolition  of  the  slave 
trade,  as  far  as  that  depended  on  Great  Britain,  by  the  Par- 
liament of  the  United  Kingdom,  has  furnished  complete  proof 
that  the  settlements  in  the  West  Indies  have  not  suffered  by 
the  want  of  fresh  supplies  of  African  labourers.  These  colo- 
nies continue  to  be  in  a  flourishing  condition,  and  since  there 
has  been  no  new  importation  of  slaves,  the  treatment  of  those 
already  possessed  has  improved,  and  the  lights  of  religion  and 
cwilization  have  been  diffused  among  themr 

Another  striking  case  of  ministerial  hardihood  is  furnished 
in  the  following  extract  from  a  speech  of  Mr.  Goulburn,  on 
the  production  of  the  Registry  returns  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, on  the  9th  June,  1819.  "The  apparent  increase  of 
negro  population  had  not  arisen  from  any  illegal  importation 
of  slaves  into  our  colonies,  but  was  attributable  to  other 
causes.  It  might  appear  extraordinary  that  in  one  island  the 
colonial  slaves  had  increased,  in  the  course  of  two  years,  up- 
wards of  five  thousand.  Some  of  these  might  be  the  produce 
Q){  certain  captures  ;\  but  he  was  perfectly  convinced  that  the 
augmentation  was  not  attributable  to  any  illegal  traffic  !" 

Representations  of  this  sort,  in  the  face  of  those  of  the 
African  Institution,  in  defiance  of  all  fact  and  reason,  belong 
to  the  old  system  which  is  exemplified  in  the  following  pas- 
sage of  Mills'  History  of  British  India. 

"  When  the  opinions  which  Lord  Cornwallis  expressed  of 
the  different  departments  of  the  Indian  government,  at  the 
time  when  he  undertook  his  reforms,  (1790,)  are  attended  to, 
it  will  not  be  easy  to  conceive  a  people  suffering  more  intensely 


*  Hansard's  Parliamentary  Debates. 

f  Official  letter  to  the  British  minister  at  Madrid,  15th  July,  1814. 
tThat  is  to  sa}-,  of  foreign  slave  ships,  whose  cargoes  have  been  sold  in 
the  British  islands. 


SLAVE  TRADE. 


369 


l^y  the  vices  of  government.  The  administration  of  justice  SEn  ix. 
through  all  its  departments  in  a  state  the  most  pernicious  and  '^^"^^'^^ 
depraved;  the  public  revenue  levied  upon  principles  incompa- 
tible with  the  existence  of  private  property;  the  people  sunk  in 
poverty  and  wretchedness;  such  is  the  picture  on  the  one  hand: 
— Pictures  of  an  unexampled  state  of  prosperity  were^  neverthe- 
less^ the  pictures  held  forth  at  this  very  moment^  by  speeches  in 
parliament^  to  the  parliament  and  the  nation^ — and  the  flattering 
pictures^  as  they  were  the  pictures  of  the  minister^  governed  the 
belief  of parliament^  and  through  parliament  that  of  thenationy^ 

16.  The  strain  of  the  communications  of  the  British  go- 
vernment, respecting  the  slave  trade,  to  the  foreign  powers, 
down  to  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  with  Spain,  in  1817, 
implied  that  every  thing  would  be  accomplished  for  the  por- 
tion of  Africa  north  of  the  line,  when  the  abolition  was  uni- 
versal with  regard  to  that  portion.  At  every  new  arrangement, 
a  descant  was  chaunted  in  Parliament,  to  the  triumphant  and 
generous  zeal  of  the  ministry,  who,  by  the  progressive  deca- 
-pitation  of"  the  hydra,"  had  nearly  crowned  all  the  generous 
sacrifices  of  Britain  with  the  expected  reward,  in  the  security 
of  Africa  and  the  reformation  of  Europe.  But  there  was 
reason  to  suspect  that  Louis  XVIII  would  not  so  easily  have 
made  a  virtue  of  necessity  in  1815  ;  nor  Ferdinand, — urgent 
as  were  his  pecuniary  wants,  and  comparatively  unimportant  \ 
as  the  acquisition  of  negroes  had  become  to  Spain  from  the 
Fevolt  of  her  colonies, — have  prescribed  so  near  a  term  to  the 
legal  slave  trade  of  his  subjects  ;  hadnotthese  monarchsbeen 
assured  of  an  abundant  and  ready  supply  where  it  should  be 
wanted,  whatever  anathemas  and  engagements  might  be  ex- 
torted from  them  by  the  ascendant  position  and  plausible  re- 
clamations of  Great  Britain.  All  that  circumstances  made  it 
natural  to  suspect,  and  rendered,  indeed,  obviously  certain, 
has  been  realized,  and  is  now  at  length  proclaimed  by  the 
British  government  itself.  As  the  political  scheme  has  reach- 
ed a  crisis  when  a  full  and  vivid  disclosure  of  the  truth  is  ne- 
cessary for  progression  and  complete  success,  it  is  acknow- 
ledged outright,  and  vehemently  bewailed,  that  nothing  has  as 
yet  been  accomplished  for  Africa,  practically  ;  that  the  slave 
trade  has  been  constantly  increasing,  and  that  no  limits  can 
be  descried  to  its  duration  or  its  depredations.  Such  is  the 
purport  of  the  thirteenth  Report,  dated  24th  March,  1819,  of 
the  African  Institution ;  a  report  which  bears  intrinsically  the 


*  Book  VI.  vol.  iii.  p.  334. 
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PART  I.  character  of  a  government-manifesto  :  and  which  furnishes 
^•^"^'^^^  materials  to  complete  a  skeleton  of  the  history  of  the  abolition. 

I  will  use  it  freely  in  detailing  the  result  of  the  British  ma- 
nagement as  respects  France,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  severally, 
and  the  main  ostensible  object  of  retribution  to  Africa. 

And  first,  with  regard  to  France.  In  the  Appendix  to  the 
Report,  there  is  an  eloquent  address  on  the  subject  of  the 
slave  trade,  to  the  Congress  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  which  is  said 
to  have  been  distributed  there  by  Mr.  Clarkson,  during  the 
sittings  in  November,  1818.  This  address  is  evidently  the 
work  of  the  African  Institution,  under  the  direction  of  the 
British  ministr}^ ;  and  the  distribution  of  it  an  expedient  of 
both  for  their  joint  and  several  purposes.  It  contains  the 
following  statement  as  to  the  French  trade. 

"  No  sooner  was  peace  proclaimed,  than  the  traders  inhu- 
man blood  hastened  from  various  quarters  to  the  African 
shores,  and,  with  a  cupidity  sharpened  by  past  restraint,  re- 
newed their  former  crimes." 

"  Among  the  rest,  the  slave  merchants  of  France,  who  had 
been  excluded  for  upwards  of  twenty  years,  from  any  direct 
participation  in  this  murderous  traffic,  now  eagerly  resumed 
it ;  and  to  this  very  hour,  they  continue  openly  to  carry  it  on, 
notwithstanding  the  solemn  renunciation  of  it  by  their  own 
government,  in  1815,  and  the  prohibitory  French  laws  which 
have  since  been  passed  to  restrain  them." 

"  The  revival  and  progress  of  the  French  slave  trade  have, 
in  one  respect,  been  peculiarly  opprobrious,  and  attended  with 
aggravated  cruelty  and  mischief." 

"  During  the  ten  years  which  preceded  the  restoration  of 
Senegal  and  Goree  to  France,  no  part  of  the  African  coast, 
Sierra  Leone  excepted,  had  enjoyed  so  entire  an  exemption 
from  the  miseries  produced  by  the  slave  trade  as  those  set- 
tlements, and  the  country  in  their  vicinage." 

"  The  suppression  of  the  traffic  was  there  nearly  complete  ; 
and,  in  consequence,  a  striking  increase  of  population  and  of 
agriculture  in  the  surrounding  districts,  with  a  proportion- 
ate improvement  in  other  respects,  gave  a  dawn  of  rising 
prosperity  and  happiness,  highly  exhilarating  to  every  be- 
nevolent mind." 

"  It  was  in  the  month  of  January,  1817,  that  these  interest- 
ing settlements  were  restored  to  France  ;  and  melancholy, 
indeed,  had  been  the  effects  :  no  sooner  was  the  transfer  com- 
pleted, than,  in  defiance  of  the  declarations  by  which  the  king 
of  France  had  prohibited  the  slave  trade  to  his  subjects,  that 
trade  was  instantly  renewed,  and  extended  in  all  directions. 
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The  ordinary  excitements  to  the  nativ^e  chiefs,  have  produced  SKCT.  IX. 
more  than  the  ordinary  horrors.  In  the  short  space  of  a  single  v^'^^^w 
year,  after  the  change  of  flags,  the  adjoining  countries,  though 
previously  flourishing  in  peace  and  abundance,  exhibited  but 
one  frightful  spectacle  of  misery  and  devastation." 

"  Now,  let  it  here  be  recollected,  that  France  had  profess- 
ed, in  the  face  of  the  civilized  world,  her  abhorrence  of  this 
guilty  commerce.  In  the  definitive  treaty  of  the  30th  of  No- 
vember, 1815,  she  had  pledged  herself  '  to  the  entire  and 
eff"ectual  abolition  of  a  traflic  so  odious  in  itself,  and  so  highly 
repugnant  to  the  laws  of  religion  and  nature.'  As  early  as 
the  30th  of  July,  1815,  she  had  informed  the  ambassadors  of 
the  allied  powers,  that  directions  had  actually  been  issued, 
'  in  order  that  on  the  part  of  France  the  traffic  in  slaves  might 
cease  from  that  time,  every  where  and  for  ever.'  She  had, 
even  previously  to  this,  assured  the  British  government,  that 
the  settlements  of  Senegal  and  Goree,  restored  to  her  by  treaty, 
should  not  be  made  subservient  to  the  revival  of  the  slave 
trade.  Yet,  notwithstanding  all  this,  no  sooner  do  these  set- 
tlements revert  to  her  dominion,  than  the  work  of  rapine  and 
carnage,  and  desolation  commence  ;  every  opening  prospect  of 
improvement  is  crushed ;  thousands  of  miserable  captives,  of 
every  age  and  sex,  are  crowded  into  the  pestilential  holds  of 
slave  ships,  and  subjected  to  the  well  known  horrors  of  the 
middle  passage,  in  order  to  be  transported  to  the  French  colo- 
nies in  the  Vv'est  Indies.  There,  such  of  them  as  may  survive, 
are  doomed  to  pass  their  lives  in  severe  and  unremitting  la- 
bour, exacted  from  them  by  the  merciless  lash  of  the  cart- 
whip  in  the  hands  of  a  driver.  It  would  admit  of  proof,  that 
probably  at  no  period  of  the  existence  of  this  opprobrious 
traffic,  has  Africa  suff"ered  more  intensely  from  its  ravages 
than  during  a  part  of  the  time  which  has  elapsed  since  the 
re-establishment  of  the  peace  of  the  civilized  world." 

In  another  part  of  the  Appendix,  it  is  averred,  and  sufficient- 
ly proved  to  the  date  of  September,  1818,  that  the  French 
authorities  in  Africa  allow  the  slave  trade  to  be  carried  on  to 
any  extent,  under  their  command  ;  that  in  Senegal  and  Goree, 
they  themselves  are  interested  in  carrying  it  on ;  and  that  the 
French  vessels  of  war  connive  at  the  departure  of  slave  ships. 
In  the  body  of  the  Report,  positive  information  to  the  same 
effect,  is  announced  in  this  language — "  The  subscribers  to 
the  Institution  will  no  doubt  recollect  the  painful  task  which 
devolved  upon  the  directors  last  year,  in  detailing  the  state  of 
the  slave  trade  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  more  particularly 
that  part  of  it  which  lies  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  French 
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I-  settlements  of  Senegal  and  Goree.  Of  the  statements  then 
made,  ample  confirmation  has  since  been  received,  accompa- 
nied by  additional  information  of  a  similarly  distressing  na- 
ture. A  considerable  slave  trade  appears  also  to  have  been 
carried  on  by  French  subjects  at  AUredra,  and  other  places  in 
the  river  Gambia.  The  information,  indeed,  which  the  direc- 
tors have  received  subsequently  to  their  last  Report,  confirms 
the  statement  therein  contained,  of  the  existence,  to  a  great 
extent,  of  this  traffic  in  the  French  settlements  on  the  coast 
of  Africa,"  &c. 

So  much  for  the  unconditional  restoration  of  the  French 
possessions,  and  the  five  years  charter  for  organized  kidnap- 
ping and  murder ! 

In  the  debate  in  the  House  of  Commons,  of  February  9th, 
1818,  which  I  have  already  mentioned,  some  curious  particu- 
lars were  disclosed  respecting  the  French  slave  trade,  that  de- 
serve to  be  known,  in  addition  to  the  above.  I  will  report 
them  as  they  were  stated  by  Sir  James  Mackintosh.  "  It 
being  discovered  that  the  trade  was  still  carried  on  by  France 
with  great  vigour,  application  was  made  by  Sir  Charles 
Stewart,  the  British  ambassador,  in  January,  1817,  for  co- 
pies of  '  Laws,  Ordinances,  Instructions,  and  other  public 
acts,  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade.'  The  Due  de 
Richelieu  had  nothing  to  communicate  but  a  mere  colonial  re- 
gulation passed  eight  days  before^  prohibiting  the  importation 
of  slaves  into  the  French  colonies.  Notwithstanding  the  as- 
sertion of  Prince  Talleyrand's  letter,  in  spite  of  the  more 
solemn  affirmation  of  the  treaty,  it  appears  that  France  had 
taken  no  legal  measure  for  the  abolition,  during  eighteen 
months,  after  she  professed  she  had  adopted  it.  What  she  did 
at  that  time  was  imperfect,  and  it  did  not  appear  that  she  had 
done  any  thing  since."  So  little  had  she  done,  indeed,  that  Sir 
William  Scott  found  himself  obliged  to  release,  in  1817,  a 
French  slave  ship  detained  by  a  British  cruizer,  on  the  ground 
that  there  was  no  sufficient  proof  that  the  French  vessel,  in 
carrying  on  the  slave  trade,  had  violated  the  laws  of  France. 

Let  us  now  see  how  the  case  stands  with  respect  to  Spain 
and  Portugal,  whom  it  would  have  been  so  easy  to  subdue  to 
the  purpose  of  abolition,  ten  years  ago,  and  the  mischiefs  of 
whose  legal  appearance  in  the  trade,  might,  therefore,  have 
been  averted.  The  Appendix  to  the  Report  contains  a  series 
of  queries,  dated  December,  1816,  addressed  by  Lord  Castle- 
reagh  to  the  Institution,  respecting  the  state  of  the  trade  during 
the  preceding  twenty-five  years.  Part  of  the  information  com- 
municated in  reply  is  as  follows:      The  number  of  slaves 
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withdrawn  from  western  Africa  during  the  last  twenty-five  SEC  T.  ?X. 
years,  is  necessarily  inyolyed  in  much  uncertainty.  There  is  ''-^'"'^'^^ 
reason  to  belieye  that  the  export  of  the  Portuguese  was  much 
more  considerable  than  the  amount  supposed,  15,000.  Pre- 
vious to  the  British  abolition,  the  Portuguese  had  confined  . 
their  trade  almost  entirely  to  the  Bight  of  Benin,  and  the 
coast  to  the  southward  of  it,  but  in  consequence  of  the  reduc- 
tion in  the  price  of  slaves  on  the  Windward  and  Gold  Coasts, 
they  were  gradually  drawn  thither.    The  whole  of  the  slave 
trade,  whether  legal  or  contraband,  passes,  with  very  few  ex- 
ceptions, under  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  flags.  The  Span- 
'  ish  flag  is  a  mere  disguise,  and  covers  the  property  of  un- 
lawful traders,  whether  English,  American,  or  others." 

"  Since  the  Portuguese  have  been  restricted  by  treaty  from 
trading  for  slaves  on  certain  parts  of  the  African  coast,  they 
have  resorted  to  similar  expedients  for  protecting  their  slave 
trade  expeditions  to  places  within  the  prohibited  district. 
And  at  the  present  moment,  there  is  little  doubt,  that  a  consi- 
derable part  of  the  apparently  Spanish  slave  trade,  which  is 
carrying  on  to  the  north  of  the  equator,  where  the  Portuguese 
are  forbidden  to  buy  slaves,  is  really  a  Portuguese  trade." 

"  A  farther  use  is  now  found  for  the  Spanish  flag,  in  pro- 
tecting the  French  slave  traders  ;  and  it  is  affirmed,  that  the 
French  ships  fitted  out  in  France,  for  tlie  slave  trade,  call  at 
Corunna  for  the  purpose  of  eflfecting  a  nominal  transfer  of  the 
property  engaged  in  the  illegal  voyage,  to  some  Spanish 
house,  and  thus  obtaining  the  requisite  evidence  of  Spanish 
ownership." 

"  In  consequence  of  these  uses  to  which  the  Spanish  flag 
-has  been  applied,  a  great  increase  of  the  apparently  Spanish 
slave  trade  has  taken  place  of  late.  And  as  the  flag  of  that 
nation  is  permitted  to  range  over  the  whole  extent  of  the  Afri- 
can coast,  it  seems  to  keep  alive  the  slave  trade  in  places 
from  which  it  would  otherwise  have  been  shut  out ;  and  it 
has  of  late  revived  that  trade  in  situations  w^here  it  had  been 
previously  almost  wholly  extinguished." 

"  The  Portuguese  flag  is  now  chiefly  seen  to  the  south  of 
the  equator,  although  sometimes  the  Portuguese  traders  do 
not  hesitate  still  to  resort  to  the  rivers  between  Whydaer 
and  the  equator,  even  without  a  Spanish  disguise.  The  oniy 
two  cruizers  which  have  recently  visited  that  part  of  the 
coast,  found  several  ships  under  the  Portuguese  flag  openly 
trading  for  slaves,  in  Sago  and  the  Bight  of  Benin." 

"  The  slave  trade  has  certainly  been  carried  on  during  the 
last  two  years,  to  a  great  extent  north  of  the  equator.  The 
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PART  I.  native  chiefs  and  traders  who  began  to  believe  at  length  that 
^-^"^''^^  the  abolition  was  likely  to  be  permanently  maintained,  have 
learnt  from  recent  events  to  distrust  all  such  assurances." 
Notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  said  and  done,  they  now 
see  the  slave  traders  again  sweeping  the  whole  coast  without 
molestation.  It  would  be  difficult  fully  to  appreciate  the 
deep  and  lasting  injury  inflicted  on  northern  Africa,  by  the 
transactions  of  the  last  two  or  three  years.  An  abolition  on 
the  part  of  Spain  would  at  once  deliver  the  whole  of  northern 
Africa  from  the  slave  trade,  provided  effectual  measures 
were  taken  to  seize  and  punish  illicit  traders.  By  the  pro- 
longation of  the  Spanish  slave  trade,  on  the  contrary,  not 
only  is  the  whole  of  northern  Africa,  which  would  otherwise 
be  exempt,  given  up  to  the  ravages  of  that  traffic,  and  the 
progress  already  made  in  improvement  sacrificed,  but  facili- 
ties are  afforded  of  smuggling-  into  every  island  of  the  West  In- 
dies;  which  could  not  otherwise  exist,  and  which,  while 
slave  ships  may  lawfully  pass  from  Africa  to  Cuba,  it  would, 
perhaps,  be  impossible  to  prevent." 

This  was  the  state  of  things,  according  to  the  Institution, 
at  the  end  of  1816.  We  will  now  see  what  it  was  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  present  year,  notwithstanding  the  conventions 
signed  with  Spain  and  Portugal  in  the  interval.  "  The  Afri- 
can slave  trade,"  says  the  Report  itself,  "  is  still  unhappily 
carried  on  to  an  enormous  extent  under  the  foreign  flags, 
with  aggravated  horrors.  The  directors  have  to  lament  the 
enormous  extent,  not  of  the  French  slave  trade  only ;  that 
of  Spain  and  Portugal  appears  also  to  have  greatly  increased. 
Notwithstanding  the  great  pecuniary  sacrifices  made  by 
Great  Britain  to  these  nations,  their  subjects  are  stated  by 
the  governor  of  Sierra  Leone  to  be  nov/  deeper  in  blood  than 
ever."  The  Report  mentions  the  fact,  that  at  the  distance 
of  more  than  a  year  from  the  date  of  the  Spanish  and  Por- 
tuguese conventions,  the  British  naval  commmander  in  chief 
on  the  African  coast  had  received  no  instructions  as  to  the 
measures  to  be  taken  in  pursuance  of  them,  nor  as  yet  had 
any  commission  been  established,  as  they  prescribed. 

The  estimate  which  the  directors  make  in  the  Appendix 
to  the  Report,  of  the  number  of  negroes  transported  of  late 
years  from  Africa  under  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  flags, 
falls  greatly  short  of  the  real  amount.  Dr.  Thorpe,  whose 
testimony,  on  this  head,  is  certainly  entitled  to  weight,  has 
made  some  statements  which  agree  better  with  the  direct 
knowledge  which  we  have  in  this  country,  of  the  importation 
into  the  Spanish  islands  and  into  Brasil.  He  alleges  that  the 
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eommissioners  appointed  by  the  British  goverament  to  survey  SECT.  IX. 
the  West  Coast  of  Africa,  three  years  after  it  had  abolished  s^-n<>i^ 
the  trade,  reported  ^z^Vi^^/  thousand  as  the  number  of  negroes 
annually  carried  away,  and  divided  equally  between  the  Por- 
tuguese and  Spaniards.  He  computes,  himself,  from  returns 
made  by  persons  residing  in  the  Havanna,  in  the  Brasils,  and 
on  the  coast  of  Africa,  that  the  Spaniards  carried  from  the 
West  Coast,  in  1817,  one  hundred  thousand;  and  the  Portu- 
guese not  less.  He  adds  forty  thousand  as  the  number  taken 
by  other  nations,  and  from  other  parts  of  that  quarter  of  the 
globe.  There  is  something  almost  overpowering  for  a  real 
philanthropist  in  the  observations  with  which  this  writer  con- 
cludes his  calculations.  "  As  it  appears  that  in  1807,  about 
sixty  thousand  inhabitants  of  Africa  were  annually  enslaved, 
and  in  1817,  two  hundred  and  forty  thousand,  we  may  judge 
of  her  present  deplorable  condition,  when  the  very  cause  of 
her  barbarous  and  degraded  state  has  increased  four-fold;  we 
should  recollect  the  unshaken  testimony  presented  to  Parlia- 
ment, which  established  her  miserable  condition  before  1807 ; 
and  we  cannot  but  lament  that  all  the  professions  for  her  hap- 
piness, and  promises  for  her  civilization,  reiterated  since  that 
time,  have  been  perfectly  delusive."* 

Dr.  Thorpe  asserts,  also,  that  at  the  time  Great  Britain  had 
the  right  of  search,  nineteen  out  of  twenty  of  the  contraband 
slave  vessels  escaped.  One  cannot  but  think  that  their  success 
would  not  have  been  quite  so  great,  had  her  cruizers  exercised 
the  same  zeal  and  vigilance  in  pursuing  them,  as  they  did  in 
hunting  down  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  under  the 
Orders  in  Council. 

In  the  first  negotiations  respecting  the  trade,  which  Lord 
Castlereagh  opened  with  the  French  cabinet  after  the  treaty 
of  1814,  he  suggested,  as  a  desirable  arrangement,  the  con- 
cession of  a  mutual  7-2ght  of  search  and  capture  in  certain 
latitudes,  between  France  and  Great  Britain,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent an  illicit  exportation  from  the  coast  of  Africa.  The 
Duke  of  Wellington  made  the  proposition  to  the  Prince  of 
Benevento,  but  soon  discovered  that  it  was  "  too  disagi^eeable 
to  the  French  government  and  nation,  to  admit  of  a  hope  of 
its  being  urged  with  success."!  I  do  not  find  from  the  history 
of  the  conferences  at  Vienna  in  1815,  that  it  was  more  than 
hinted  in  those  conferences.  Spain  and  Portugal,  however, 
in  their  mock  renunciation  of  the  trade  north  of  the  equinoc- 


*  P.  13.    View  of  the  Increase  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

t  See  his  letter  to  Lord  Castlereagh  of  the  5th  Nov.  1814. 
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PART  I.  tial  line,  acceded  to  a  stipulation  of  like  tenor.    Great  satis- 

faction  was  expressed  in  Parliament  with  the  arrangement, 
when  the  Spanish  treaty  came  under  discussion.  "The  in- 
troduction of  the  right  of  search  and  bringing  in  for  condem- 
nation in  time  of  peace,"  was  declared  to  be  "  aprecedent  of 
the  utmost  importance."  Of  this  precedent  the  British  mi- 
nister resolved  to  av^ail  himself  at  once.  There  is  a  quasi 
official  exposition  of  his  proceedings  in  the  thirteenth  Report 
of  the  African  Institution,  of  which  I  will  abstract  as  much 
as  may  convey  a  sufficient  idea  of  the  new  turn  given  to  the 
question  of  abolition. 

The  ministers  of  the  great  powers  were  assembled  in  Lon- 
don to  confer  on  the  subject;  all  attended  readily  except  the 
representative  of  Portugal,  who  consented  to  appear  only  on 
condition  of  a  perfect  freedom  of  action  being  left  to  his  so- 
vereign. At  a  meeting  held  in  February,  1818,  Lord  Castle- 
reagh  produced  a  note,  which  alleged,  among  other  things, 
That,  since  the  peace,  a  considerable  revival  of  the  slave  trade 
had  taken  place,  especially  north  of  the  line,  and  that  the 
traffic  was  principally  of  the  illicit  description: — That,  as 
early  as  July,  1816,  a  circular  intimation  had  been  given  to 
all  British  cruizers,  that  the  right  of  search  (being  a  bellige- 
rent right)  had  ceased  with  the  war  : — That  it  was  proved  be- 
yond the  possibility  of  a  doubt,  that  unless  the  right  to  visit 
vessels  engaged  in  the  slave  trade  should  be  established  by 
mutual  concessions  on  the  part  of  the  maritime  states,  the 
illicit  traffic  must  not  only  continue  to  subsist,  but  increase : 
That  even  if  the  trafic  "were  universally  abolished^  and  a  single 
state  should  refuse  to  submit  its  fag  to  the  visitation  of  vessels  of 
other  states^  nothing  effectual  would  have  been  done  :  That  the 
plenipotentiaries  should,  therefore,  enter  into  an  engagement 
to  concede  mutually  the  right  of  search,  ad hoc^  to  their  ships 
of  war,  &c.  They  did  not  deem  themselves  authorised  to 
proceed  so  far,  but  undertook  to  transmit  the  proposition  to 
their  respective  courts. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  American  minister  was  invited 
to  be  a  party  to  these  conferences.  To  him,  however.  Lord 
Castlereagh  addressed  a  special  letter  in  the  month  of  June, 
1818,  enclosing  copies  of  the  treaties  made  with  Spain  and 
Portugal,  and  inviting  the  government  of  the  United  States 
to  enter  into  the  plan  digested  in  those  treaties,  for  the  repres- 
sion of  the  slave  trade,  which  must,  otherwise,  prove  irreduci- 
ble. The  answer  of  the  American  government,  communicated 
at  the  end  of  December  by  the  American  ambassador,  is  de- 
tailed in  the  Report  of  the  Institution.  It  asserts  the  deep  and 
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unfeigned  solicitude  of  the  United  States,  for  the  universal  SE€T. 
extirpation  of  the  slave  trade  ;  but,  with  all  due  comitv,  de-  ^•^'^ 
dines  the  proposed  arrangements,  as  being  of  a  character 

not  adapted  to  the  circumstances  or  institutions  of  the  Uni- 
ted States."  Truly,  the  United  States  had  sufficiently  proved 
the  British  right  of  search  in  time  of  war,  to  be  careful  not 
to  create  one  for  the  season  of  peace. 

No  answer  had  been  received  from  the  courts  whose  minis- 
ters attended  the  conferences  in  London,  when  the  congress 
of  Aix-la-Chapelle  furnished  the  British  government  with  the 
fairest  opportunity  of  pushing  the  adoption  of  its  whole  pro- 
ject. Thither,  on  the  heels  of  Lord  Castlereagh,  Mr.  Clark- 
son  repaired  with  the  memorial,  which  I  have  already  cited. 
It  stated  to  the  assembled  scfvereigns — That, "  in  point  of  fact, 
little  or  no  progress  had  been  made  in  practically  abolishing 
the  slave  trade  That  "  all  the  declarations  and  engagements 
of  the  European  powers  as  to  abolition,  must  prove  perfectly 
unavailing,  unless  new  means  were  adopted That  the  only 
means  left  were — the  universal  concession  of  the  mutual 
right  of  search  and  detention  ;  and  the  solemn  proscription  of 
the  slave  trade,  as  Piracy  under  the  law  of  nations. 

Lord  Castlereagh's  official  representations  were  of  the  same 
purport,  and  were  answered  in  separate  notes  from  the  pleni- 
potentiaries of  Russia,  France,  Austria,  and  Prussia.  The 
respondents  profess  their  readiness  to  make  a  combined  ad- 
dress to  the  court  of  Brasil,  in  order  to  engage  it  to  accelerate, 
as  much  as  the  circumstances  and  necessities  of  its  situation  maij 
permit^  the  entire  abolition  of  the  trade  ;  but  all  reject  the 
proposition  of  a  mutual  right  of  search,  that  new  sine  qua  non 
of  the  salvation  of  Africa.  France,  whose  concurrence,  ac- 
cording to  Lord  Castlereagh,  was,  "  above  all  others,  import- 
ant," gave  the  most  peremptory  refusal ;  and  sugs;ested,  on 
her  side,  a  plan  of  common  police  for  the  trade,  which  would 
enable  the  several  powers  to  know  the  transactions  of  each 
other,  and  would  keep  each  government  well  apprized  of  all 
abuses  within  its  jurisdiction.  Upon  the  emperor  Alexander, 
both  Lord  Castlereagh  and  the  directors  of  the  African  Insti- 
tution had  counted,  as  a  sure  anfl  irresistible  auxiliary.  The 

unkindest  cut,"  however,  would  seem  to  have  come  from 
his  Russian  Majestv.  The  answer  of  his  plenipotentiary  was 
litted  to  produce  a  double  disconcertion  ;  and  might  be  sus- 
pected of  a  little  malice  in  the  design.  Besides  alleging  that 
It  appeared  to  the  Russian  cabinet,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  there 
were  some  states  which  no  consideration  would  induce  to 
submit  their  navigation  to  a  principle  of  such  high  importance 
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"  as  the  right  of  visit,"  he  proposed  an  expedient  to  effect  the 
common  purpose,  which  went  to  deprive  England  of  her  sw^ay, 
and  unembarrassed  action,  on  the  west  coast  of  Africa.  This 
expedient  consisted  in  "  an  institution,  the  seat  of  which 
should  be  a  central  point  on  that  coast,  and  in  the  forma- 
tion of  which  all  the  Christian  states  should  take  a  part." 
It  is  thus  particularly  described  in  the  Russian  note:  "  De- 
clared for  every  neutral,  to  be  estranged  from  all  political 
and  local  interests,  like  the  fraternal  and  Christian  alliance, 
of  w^hich  it  would  be  a  practical  manifestation,  this  institu- 
tion would  pursue  the  single  object  of  strictly  maintaining  the 
execution  of  the  law  It  would  consist  of  a  maritime  force, 
composed  of  a  sufficient  number  of  ships  of  war,  appropri- 
ated to  the  service  assigned  to  tkem  ;  of  a  judicial  powxr, 
which  should  judge  all  crimes  relating  to  the  trade,  according 
to  a  legislation  established  upon  the  subject,  by  the  common 
wisdom ;  of  a  supreme  council,  in  which  would  reside  the  au- 
thority of  the  institution, — which  would  regulate  the  opera- 
tions of  the  maritime  force — w^ould  revise  the  sentences  of  the 
tribunals — w^ould  put  them  in  execution — would  inspect  all  the 
details,  and  would  render  an  account  of  its  administration  to 
the  future  European  conferences.  The  right  of  visit  and  de- 
tention would  be  granted  to  this  institution,  as  the  means  of 
fulfilling  its  end  ;  and  perhaps  no  maritime  nation  w^ould 
refuse  to  submit  its  flag  to  this  police,  exercised  in  a  limited 
and  clearly  defined  manner,  and  by  a  power  too  feeble  to 
allow  of  vexations  ;  too  disinterested  on  all  maritime  and 
commercial  questions,  and,  above  all,  too  widely  combined 
in  its  elements,  not  to  observe  a  severe,  but  impartial  justice 
tow^ards  all." 

Neither  the  French  plan  of  swveUlance^  nor  the  Amphyc- 
tionic  Institution  of  his  Imperial  Majesty,  suited  the  views  of 
Lord  Castlercagh,  who  could  not  be  persuaded  of  the  practi- 
cability of  either.  His  lordship  finally  proposed  to  qualify 
the  desired  right  of  search,  by  limiting  its  duration  to  a  certain 
number  of  years  ;  and  by  this  and  other  modifications, he  flat- 
ters himself,"  says  the  thirteenth  Report  of  the  African  Insti- 
tution, "  that  he  has  made  a  considerable  impression  in  re- 
moving the  strong  repugnance  which  was  at  first  felt  to  the 
measure."  But  the  directors  themselves  do  not  appear  to  be  so 
sanguine,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  following  passage  of  the 
Report:  "  Thus  ended  the  conferences,  and  proceedings  at 
Aix-la-Chapelle,  respecting  the  more  effectual  abolition  of  the 
African  slave  trade,  and  thus  have  the  directors  been  disap- 
pointed int  he  hopes  which  they  had  entertained,  of  seeing  tht 
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noble  principles,  announced  to  the  world  by  the  congress  at  SECT.  ix. 
Vienna,  carried  into  complete  effect,  by  the  sovereigns  and  ^■^'"'''"^ 
plenipotentiaries  assembled  in  the  course  of  the  last  autumn. 
Whether  such  another  opportunity  of  bringing  those  principles 
into  action  may  ever  again  occur,  cannot  be  foreseen ;  but  the 
directors  must  be  allowed  to  express  their  unfeigned  regret, 
that  so  very  favourable  a  combination  of  circumstances  has 
led  to  such  unimportant  results^ 

The  plan  of  England  to  obtain  from  the  congress  a  sen- 
tence oi piracy  upon  the  slave  trade,  appeared  to  the  sove- 
reigns rather  wanting  in  courtesy  towards  their  royal  brother 
of  the  Brasils,  while  he  persisted  in  authorizing  his  subjects 
to  prosecute  it  indefinitely  as  to  number.  It  was  evident, 
said  the  emperor  of  Russia,  that  the  general  promulgation 
of  such  a  law  could  not  take  place,  until  Portugal  had 
totally  renounced  the  trade.  At  the  same  time,  the  con- 
gress might  not  have  been  able  to  discern  the  consistency, 
of  proclaiming  that  a  capital  crime  in  the  subjects  of  one 
•  nation,  which  those  of  another  might  do  with  impunity, 
imder  the  sanction  of  recent  treaties.  It  was  certainly  an 
awkward  duty  for  an  Eng'lish  ministry,  to  solicit  the  denun- 
ciation of  piracy  against  the  slave  trade,  which  the  English 
nation  had,  for  two  centuries,  struggled  to  monopolize.  The 
reflection  upon  all  the  generations  of  that  whole  tract  of  time, 
was  rather  too  strong,  in  the  use  of  such  language  as  this — 
Slave-tr^iding  always  involves  man-stealing  and  murder. 
Even  on  the  passage  its  murders  are  numerous,"^^  &c.  The 
Lord  Chancellor  Eldon  could  not  have  thought  so,  when,  op- 
posing the  British  abolition  in  1807,  ''he  entered  into  a 
review  of  the  measures  adopted  by  England,  respecting 
the  trade,  which,  he  contended,  had  been  sanctioned  by  Par- 
liaments in  which  sat  the  wisest  lawyers,  the  most  learned 
divines,  and  the  most  excellent  statesmen."!  Nor  could 
Lord  Hawkesbur}',  when  he  moved  that  the  words  "  in- 
consistent with  the  principles  of  justice  and  humanity," 
should  be  struck  out  of  the  preamble  of  the  British  abo?* 
lition  bill.:j:  Nor  could  Lord  Sidmouth,  when  he  said, 
"  to  the  measure  itself  he  had  no  objection,  if  it  could  be 
accomplished  without  detriment  to  the  West  India  islands  :"§ 
Nor  the  Earl  of  Westmoreland,  in  declaring  that  "  though 
he  should  see  the  presbyterian  and  the  prelate,  the  metho- 
dist  and  field  preacher,  the  jacobin  and  murderer,  unite  in 


^  The  Memorial.      \  Hansard's  Debates,  vol.  viii.      ^  Ibid,      §  Ibid,. 
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PART  I.  favour  of  the  measure  of  abolition,  he  would  raise  his  voice 

^■^"^'^^^  against  it  in  Parliament.""^ 

Throughout  the  conferences  and  negotiations  above  men- 
tioned, we  find  the  continental  powers  betraying  a  rooted 
distrust  of  the  motives  of  the  British  government.  The 
vehemence  of  its  execrations  upon  the  trade  ;  the  intensity  of 
its  present  zeal  for  the  welfare  of  Africa,  contributed  to  excite 
suspicion,  when  compared  with  the  language  I  have  just 
.  cited,  and  with  the  toleration  of  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese 
traffic  before  the  peace  — uith  the  treaty  of  1814,  by  which 
England,  having  secured  foS:  herself,  in  the  general  distribu- 
tion of  spoil,  some  favourite  objects  of  interest,  delivered  over 
to  the  miseries  now  so  pathetically  described,  whole  provinces 
which  she  boasted  of  having  entirely  relieved — with  the  free 
export  of  fire-arms  and  ammunition  from  the  British  ports  to 
the  coast  of  Africa ;  and  with  the  existence  of  slavery  in  its 
worst  form,  in  all  the  British  settlements,  including  those  of 
Asia  Minor  and  the  East  Indies.  It  was  remarked  that,  as 
soon  as  it  was  seen  in  England,  in  1806,  that  her  trade  • 
would  be  abolished.  Parliament  petitioned  the  king  to  nego- 
tiate with  foreign  powers  for  the  abolition  of  theirs  ;  but  that 
nothing  was  vigorously  attempted  in  this  way, — all  had  been 
languor  and  connivance, — until  the  conclusion  of  peace,  when 
the  restitution  took  place,  of  considerable  colonies,  which, 
being  stocked  regularly  and  cheaply  with  slaves,  while  those 
retained  by  England  received  only  a  precarious  and  dear  sup- 
ply, might  speedily  outgrow  the  latter,  and  supplant  them  in 
the  markets  of  the  world  ;  and  when  on  other  grounds  avowed 
and  pressed  in  Parliament,  the  commercial  interests  of  Eng- 
land evidentlv  required,  if  not  universal  abolition,  at  least  the 
restriction  to  the  south  of  the  equator. 

France  knew  that  it  was  with  British  capital  and  shipping 
that  her  merchants  had  embarked  in  the  trade,  immediately 
after  the  peace  ;  Spain  and  Portugal,  that  the  greater  part  of 
the  trade  carried  on  under  their  flags  was  on  British  ac- 
count;  and  they  were  somewhat  incredulous,  when  they 
were  told  of  the  British  negotiators  being  the  organs  of 
a  people  unanimous  in  its  condemnation  ;  apprized  of  all 
its  horrors;  impressed  with  all  its  guilt;  foremost  in  re- 
moving its  pollution  from  themselves,  and  waiting  with  con- 
fident, but  impatient  hope,  the  glad  tidings  of  its  universal 
abolition."  None  of  the  powers  had  ever  found  those  organs 
disposed  to  make  a  sacrifice  for  this  object,  beyond  an  island. 


•  Ibid. 
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a  subsidy,  or  a  largess  ;  Vv  hich  might  be  considered  as  offered  SECT.  IX. 
with  a  view  to  ample  compensation  in  lucre  ;  for  Mr.  Wilber-  n^^v'n*/ 
force  was  implicitly  to  be  believed,  when  he  said,  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  in  addition  to  what  I  have  already 
quoted  from  him  of  a  like  tenor,  that,  "  in  a  commercial  point 
of  view,  it  was  of  incalculable  adv^antage  to  have  the  supply 
of  that  large  tract  of  country,  from  the  Senegal  down  to  the 
Niger,  an  extent  of  more  than  7500  miles,  with  the  necessa- 
ries and  gratifications  which  British  manufactures  and  com- 
merce afford."*  Parliament  still  contained  several  of  the 
hitherto  inflexible  anti-abolitionists,  who  had  harangued  with- 
out end  to  prove  the  justice  and  humanity  of  the  trade  at 
large ;  its  very  unanimity,  therefore,  where  that  of  foreign 
powers  w^as  concerned,  had  the  effect  of  lessening  confidence 
abroad.  Such  a  phenomenon  as  the  union  of  General  Gas- 
coyne  with  Mr.  Wilberforce,  of  Lord  Westmoreland  w4th 
Lord  Grenville,  in  proclaiming  the  unequalled  guilt  and  in- 
famy of  the  slave  traffic,  could  be  viewed  by  the  Talleyrands 
and  the  Nesselrodes  onlv  as  indicating  a  universal  sense  of 
the  great  importance  of  the  end  in  view,  to  the  commercial 
ascendancy  of  Great  Britain. 

It  is  easily  seen,  from  the  strain  of  the  diplomatic  notes 
addressed  to  Lord  Castlereagh  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  that  the 
congress  had  a  common  jealousv  of  the  designs  of  England 
upon  the  African  coast,  and  acted  in  concert  in  disappointing 
the  hopes,  and  alarming  the  policy,  of  her  plenipotentiary. 
To  maintain  a  fleet  upon  that  coast  would  obviously  be  in 
the  power  of  none  but  England,  so  that  the  idea  of  recipro- 
city in  the  right  of  search  was  illusive  ;  and  it  was  not  con- 
trary to  the  entire  analogy  of  British  maritime  administra- 
tion, to  suppose,  that,  in  this  case,  it  might  be  perverted  to 
the  ends  of  rapacity,  oppression,  or  monopoly. 

The  invidiousness  of  the  proceedings  of  the  English  states- 
men, and  the  incredulity  which  they  have  rendered  inveterate 
in  the  foreign  cabinets,  as  to  their  professions,  in  this  matter 
of  the  slave  trade,  make  it  doubtful  whether  the  cause  of  real, 
universal  abolition  has  not  suffered  by  the  intervention  of 
England.  Had  the  appeal  to  the  justice,  humanity,  magnani- 
mit)',  and  true  interests  of  France,  Spain,  or  Portugal,  come 
from  a  quarter  where  no  selfish  or  hostile  views  could  be  sus- 
pected to  lurk;  had  it  been  urged  with  steadv  effort,  with 
the  directness  of  conscious  benevolence,  and  with  only  a  part 
of  that  eloquence  and  sagacity  which  Great  Britain  has  dis- 
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I.  played  in  the  (trgument^  it  might,  in  the  end,  have  effectually 
reclaimed  those  powers,  or  have  raised  against  them  such  a 
combination  of  influence  as  would  have  led  to  the  same  happy 
result.  But,  in  dealing  with  Great  Britain,  the  calculation 
with  them  has  been,  how  to  avoid  a  suspected  snare  ;  to  coun- 
teract an  insidious  rival  policy ;  to  preserve  the  interests 
which  they  ostensibly  sacrificed  in  compliance  with  the  par- 
ticular necessities  of  their  situation.  Hence  a  more  eager 
and  obstinate  purpose  of  filling  their  colonies  with  negroes 
in  every  practicable  mode  ;  a  greater  callousness  to  the  shame 
and  criminality  of  the  traffic — hence  on  the  part  of  other 
powers,  giving  the  same  construction  to  the  instances  of 
England,  little  disposition  to  adopt  any  system  that  should 
cut  off  their  supplies,  or  second  her  aims.  Hence,  too,  the 
ufimeaning  engagements  about  abolition  after  a  certain  period 
of  enjovment,  M^hich  only  serve  to  stimulate  the  exertions  of 
the  slave  trader,  and  aggravate  the  immediate  desolation  of 
Africa  ;  "  the  vows  of  future  amendment  coupled  with  pre- 
sent perseverance  in  guilt sacrifices  promised  to  be  made, 
with  a  determination  to  prove  faithless  ;  solemn  assurances 
of  future  rectitude,  for  whose  accomplishment  we  are  to  wait 
until  commercial  jealousy  shall  cease,  avarice  be  satiated^ 
or  the  sword  drawn  to  enforce  performance. 

More  of  cant,  hypocrisy,  and  inconsistency,  has  never  dis- 
graced any  occasion,  than  this  of  the  abolition  of  the  slave 
trade.  While  it  is  admitted  universally,  and  solemnly  pro- 
claimed by  the  potentates,  to  be  the  opprobrium  of  Christen- 
dom, and  the  bane  of  Africa ;  "  repugnant  to  the  principles  of 
humanity  and  essential  morality,"*  they  enter  into  compacts 
among  themselves  for  guaranteeing  to  one  or  the  other,  the 
unmolested  prosecution  of  it,  during  such  a  term  as  the  con- 
venience of  the  party  may  require  ;  and  in  no  case  is  there  an 
intention  of  observing  the  limitation  prescribed.  France  de- 
mands, to  use  the  language  of  Lord  Grenville,  five  years  of 
injustice  and  rapine,  of  murder  and  violence,  laying  waste  a 
whole  quarter  of  the  globe,  that  she  may  recruit  her  colonial 
vigour,  and  particularly  that  she  may  have  the  facility  of  re- 
peopling  St.  Domingo  with  slaves,  in  case  of  the  reduction  of 
that  island ;  England,  the  tutelary  genius  of  Africa,  specially 
ratifies  this  demand:  Portugal  and  Spain  must  have  eight 
years  of  the  same  horrible  career,  and  will  not  agree  to  desist 
even  then,  unless  their  commercial  relations  with  England 
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shall  underj^o  a  particular  change :  they  acknowledge  the  SECT, 
teeming  wickedness  of  the  traffic  ;  but,  unluckily,  they  have  ^-^^ 
the  prosperity  of  their  dominions  to  promote;  England  dis- 
claims all  idea  of  giving  the  law  on  the  subject,  or  pushing 
matters  to  extremity  Russia,  Austria,  and  Prussia,  cannot 
undertake  to  coerce  any  power,  either  as  to  time  or  space  ; 
and  decide  that  each  is  to  be  left  to  consult  "  the  prejudices, 
habits,  and  interests  of  its'subjects,  and  the  cirgumstances 
of  its  situation  All  pledge  themselves,  in  the  last  place, 
to  make  every  possible  effort  to  accelerate  the  triumph  of  the 
magnificent  cause  of  universal  abolition! 

The  only  governments,  in  fact,  which  have  acted  sincerely* 
and  independently^  in  relation  to  it,  are  those  of  Denmark  and 
the  United  States.  I  am  free  to  confess  that  no  small  share 
of  the  illicit  trade  has  been  carried  on  by  Americans,  or  by 
persons  assuming  the  character ;  and  that  no  inconsiderable 
number  of  negroes  has  been  clandestinely  imported  into  the 
most  southern  parts  of  our  territory.  Perhaps  the  Federal 
Government  has  not  exerted  all  the  vigilance  in  repressing 
these  abuses,  which  their  enormity  required;  but  the  heartiest 
detestation  of  them  is  common  to  it  and  to  the  majority  of  the 
nation.  The  least  participation  in  the  slave  traffic  is  certainly 
a  deep  stain,  and  a  heinous  guilt.  The  violence  which  this 
traffic  does,  in  its  very  conception,  to  the  rights  and  obliga- 
tions of  human  nature ;  its  effect  in  brutalizing  those  who 
pursue  it ;  the  flagitious  and  ferocious  practices  with  which  it 
is  attended  ;  the  ineffable,  accumulated  woes  which  it  inflicts 
upon  its  defenceless  victims  ;  the  immeasurable  evils  of  every 
kind  with  which  it  overspreads  the  continent  of  Africa,  and 
threatens  that  of  America — conspire  to  invest  it  with  a  charac- 
ter of  greater  deformity,  scandal,  depravity,  and  pernicious- 
ness,  than  belongs  to  any  other  general  crime  of  the  civilized 
world.  I  have  been  the  more  liberal  of  details  concerning 
the  horrors  of  the  British  trade,  in  order  to  attract  a  more 
earnest  attention  to  our  own  late  offences  of  the  sort,  about 
which  we  have  been  too  supine  ;  and  against  which  the  voice 
of  every  good  citizen  and  moral  man,  as  well  as  the  voice  and 
the  arm  of  the  government,  should  be  perpetually  raised. 

17.  Widely  different,  under  the  circumstances  in  which  we 
find  ourselves,  is  the  case  of  retaining  the  wretched  race  of 
Africa  in  bondage.   The  most  zealous  of  the  English  philan- 


*  See  the  Protocol  ef  the  third  conference  at  Vienna,  Feb.  4th,  1815, 
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I-  thropists  have  not  carried  their  aims  so  far,  with  respect  to 
^  West  India  slavery,  as  its  immediate  or  speedy  aholition.  I 
have  quoted,  in  my  seventh  section,  the  protest  entered  by 
the  Edinburgh  Review,  against  the  imputation  of  such  a  de- 
sign, either  to  the  Reviewers  or  any  of  the  adversaries  of  the 
slave  trade.  That  journal  has  returned  several  times  to  the 
topic ;  in  the  eighth  number,  for  instance,  in  the  following 
language  : — "  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  premise,  that  the  ad- 
vocates for  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  most  cordially 
reprobate  all  idea  of  emancipating- -the  slaves  that  are  already 
in  our  plantations.  Such  a  scheme  indeed  is  sufficiently  an- 
swered by  the  story  of  the  galley  slaves  in  Do7i  ^uixote^  and 
we  are  persuaded,  never  had  anyplace  in  the  minds  of  those 
enlightened  and  judicious  persons,  who  have  contended  in 
this  cause." 

So  late  as  1817,  Lord  Holland,  one  of  the  most  devoted 
among  the  associates  of  Mr.  Wilberforce,  moved,  in  the 
House  of  Peers,  a  petition  to  the  Prince  Regent,  praying 
that  the  idea  of  emancipating  the  West  India  slaves  might  be 
disowned  by  royal  proclamation  throughout  the  islands ; 
which  was  done  accordingly.  Their  unjitness  for  freedom^ 
no  less  than  the  danger  to  the  white  inhabitants,  has  been  al- 
leged as  the  motive  for  discarding  all  projects  implying  their 
liberation.  This  has  always  been  treated  in  England  as  a 
question  of  practicability,  not  of  strict  justice.  To  give  a 
specimen  of  the  mode  of  reasoning  on  the  subject,  I  will  ex- 
tract a  passage  from  a  speech  of  Mr.  W.  Grant,  in  the  House 
of  Commons. 

"  Mr.  W.  Grant  said,  he  had  ever  conceived  that  the  end 
of  legislation  was  to  do  good,  and  to  consider  justice  in  our 
means  of  doing  it.  Now,  there  were  some  occasions  on 
which  it  was  impossible  to  do  so  ;  and  there  the  greatest  good 
must  be  the  object  even  in  violation  of  strict  justice.  He 
would  illustrate  his  meaning  by  an  instance.  Let  them  sup- 
pose a  case  of  emancipation.  Wherever  slavery  existed, 
there  necessarily  existed  oppression,  and  the  continuance  of 
slavery  was  consequently  a  continuance  of  oppression.  If  he 
had  professed  to  do  justice,  and  a  slave  were  to  ask  him,  how 
could  he  account  for  the  use  he  had  in  view  in  making  him  a 
slave  ;  if  he  meant  to  do  justice,  he  should  not  continue  him  a 
slave?  he  should  answer,  that  his  means  were  circumscribed, 
and  that  it  was  true  philanthropy  to  effect  the  greatest  good, 
which  the  nature  of  the  case  would  admit.  If  he  forbore  to 
do  an  act,  abstractly  an  act  of  humanity,  but  which  would 
produce  a  different  consequence,  he  surely  acted  rightly ; 


SLA\T1  TRADE. 


were  he  to  act  otherwise,  he  should  not  satlsfv  his  con- SECT 
science,  because  he  should  not  diminish  the  misery  he  wish- 
ed  to  relieve." 

Expediency  is  thus  justified,  and  allowed  on  all  hands  to 
prevail,  touching  the  existence  of  slavery  in  the  West  Indies. 
That  the  British  government  possesses  the  poxvcrXo  suppress 
it,  no  one  ventures  to  deny.  The  Edinburgh  Review  has 
scouted  the  supposition  of  armed  resistance  on  the  part  of  the 
islands,  to  any  exertion  of  the  supreme  authority  of  the 
mother  country.  "  If,"  says  the  oOth  number,  "  a  threat  of 
following  the  example  of  America,  that  is,  of  rebelling,  be 
held  out,  then  the  ansv/er  is,  that  what  was  boldness  in  the 
one  case,  would  be  impudence  in  the  other,  and  England 
must  be  reduced  very  low,  indeed,  before  she  can  feel  gi'eatly 
alarmed  at  this  threat  from  a  Caribbee  island."  She  is, 
therefore,  responsible  for  the  existence  of  slavery  in  the  West 
Indies,  as  much  as  if  it  existed  v/ithin  her  own  bosom,  and  we 
might  retort  upon  her  the  phrase  of  the  Edinburgh  Review 
directed  against  us, — "  That  slavery  should  exist  among  men 
who  know  the  value  of  liberty^  and  profess  to  understand  its 
principles,  is  the  consummation  of  xvickedness P 

Were  the  question  of  the  abolition  of  W^est  India  slavery  to 
be  treated  as  one  of  strict  justice,  England  could  have  no 
escape  from  its  fullest  pressure.  The  circumstance  of  her 
having  created  and  fostered  the  slavery  itself ;  of  her  having 
been  chiefly  instrumental  in  making  it  the  fate  of  so  man)' 
millions  of  the  race  of  its  victims  there,  w^ould  give  ever}^ 
possible  degree  of  force  and  solemnity  to  the  abstract  obli- 
gation in  the  case.  While,  therefore,  slavery  continues  to 
exist  undisturbed  in  the  West  Indies,  the  Briton  who  approves 
of  the  policy  of  maintaining  it,  cannot  deny  to  the  United 
States,  the  benefit  of  the  plea  of  expediency  in  regard  to  the 
emancipation  of  their  blacks.  To  avert  a  personal  danger 
from  her  planters,  and  to  maintain  her  lucrative  connexion 
with  the  islands,  England  abstains  from  "  tearing  off  the 
manacles," — the  most  galling  that  ever  were  imposed — from 
a  million  of  that  race  ;  she  even  abstains,  upon  considera- 
tions of  possible  disadvantage,  as  the  postponement  of  the 
Registry  Bill  shows,  from  measures  adapted  merely  to  the 
amelioration  of  their  condition. 

I  have,  I  think,  proved  in  the  first  pages  of  this  sec- 
tion, that  but  a  slight  degree  of  blame  attaches  to  the  co- 
lonists, respecting  the  existence  of  slavery  in  this  country  ; 
and  that  their  descendants  were  in  no  measure  culpable,  as 
far  down  as  the  declaration  of  our  independence.  They 
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PART  I.  were  no  more  so,  than  they  would  have  been,  for  an  heredi- 
^•i^'v-^  tary  gout  or  leprosy,  ascribable  in  its  origin  to  the  vices  of 
the  parent  state,  and  which  the  authors  of  it  should  have  stu- 
diously prevented  them  from  curing.  The  continuation  of 
the  system  of  slavery  among  us,  during  the  Revolution^  was  as 
much  a  matter  of  necessity,  as  it  ever  had  been  before.  It 
was  not  the  time  for  the  southern  states,  to  make  the  experi- 
ment of  a  fundamental  alteration  in  the  whole  economy  of 
their  existence,  when  they  were  contending  with  a  ruthless 
foe  who  sought  to  array  the  whole  body  of  negroes  against  the 
whites,  and  who  would  have  availed  himself  of  the  greater 
freedom  of  action  which  emancipation  must  have  afforded  the 
former,  to  accomplish  his  diabolical  purpose. 

But  the  northern  and  middle  states,  more  auspiciously  cir* 
cumstanced,  began  the  work  of  extirpating  the  evil  from  their 
own  bosom,  even  before  the  termination  of  the  revolutionary 
struggle.  In  1780,  Pennsylvania  decreed  a  gradual  aboli- 
tion; in  the  same  year  an  immediate  one  was  virtually  effect- 
ed in  Massachusetts  ;  the  example  of  Pennsylvania  was  fol- 
lowed throughout  New  England  at  the  distance  of  a  few 
years  ;  all  that  portion  of  the  Union,  north  of  the  state  of  De- 
laware, has  since  pursued  the  same  course. 

It  was  more  than  a  practical  moralist  could  expect  or  ex- 
act, that  the  southern  states,  retaining  sovereign  governments 
of  their  own,  should  trust  the  federal  councils  with  the 
determination  of  such  a  question  as  the  emancipation  of 
their  slaves,  on  which  their  highest  interests  of  property  and 
safety  were  immediately  dependent.  No  power  to  decide  for 
them  on  this  question  could  be  communicated,  according  to 
the  drift  and  nature  of  our  union,  either  to  the  Revolutionary 
Confederation,  or  to  the  actual  government.  The  power  of 
legislating  in  ail  respects  for  the  territory  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  accrued  necessarily,  however,  to  both;  and  it 
was  exercised  in  relation  to  slavery,  by  the  first,  in  a  manner 
to  evince  the  rectitude  of  the  general  spirit  on  the  subject,  ren- 
dered impotent  in  the  south  by  the  strongest  of  impulses,  if  not 
the  first  of  duties — self-preservation.  The  ordinance  enacted 
by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  in  1787,  for  the  go- 
vernment of  the  territory  north  west  of  the  river  Ohio,  con- 
tains the  following  article — There  shall  be  neither  slavery 
nor  involuntary  servitude  in  the  said  territory,  otherwise  than 
in  punishment  of  crimes  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been 
duly  convicted."  This  vast  region  was  thus  scrupulously 
preserved  from  the  evil;  and  the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 
Illinois  formed  out  of  it,  make  an  integral  part  of  that  consi- 
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derable  and  most  prosperous  division  of  our  empire,  to  which,  SECT.  IX. 
happily,  an  Englishman  mav  emigrate  without  "  exposing  '^^"'^'^^ 
his  own  character  or  the  character  of  his  children  to  the 
demoralizing  effect  of  commanding  slaves." 

18.  The  question  of  the  existence  of  slavery  is  not,  as  I  have 
intimated, — could  not  be, — put  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
present  government  of  the  United  States.  The  condition  of 
things  assuring,  for  a  long  time,  to  the  part  of  the  country  ex- 
empt or  soon  to  be  exempt  from  the  evil,  a  numerical  majo- 
rity in  the  federal  legislature,  this  domestic  interest  of  the 
southern  members  of  the  Union,  vital  and  pre-eminently 
delicate  in  its  nature,  would  have  been  placed  at  the  mercy 
of  men  incapable,  like  the  Edinburgh  Reviewers,  of  under- 
standing it  thoroughly  ;  liable  to  an  undue  bias  resulting 
from  the  action  of  good  principles  ;  and  who,  whatever  their 
general  spirit  of  forbearance,  considerateness  of  character, 
and  warmth  of  political  friendship,  might,  from  ignorance 
and  prejudice  combined,  through  a  mistaken  patriotism  and 
philanthropy,  or  in  obedience  to  a  sentimental  clamour  of 
their  constituents,  seconded  by  a  generous,  zeal  in  their  own 
breasts,  hastilvtake  a  step  which  Avould  sooner  or  later  in- 
volve both  master  and  slave,  in  the  south,  in  one  common  ruin. 

As  regards,  then,  the  existence  of  slavery  within  the  limits 
of  the  Union,  the  federal  government  has  no  responsibility 
such  as  that  of  the  British  parliament,  in  its  omnipotence, 
with  respect  to  the  whole  internal  economy  of  the  British 
possessions.  The  eleven  of  these  American  states,  in  which 
slavery  is  now  abolished,  are  not  implicated  in  the  demerits 
of  the  question.  To  break  loose  from  the  confederation,  and 
thus  to  risk  their  own  political  independence,  because  the 
other  members  do  not  perform  that  which  is  impracticable ; 
because  these  happen,  without  their  own  fault,  to  be  afflicted 
with  the  curse  of  negro  slavery  ;  or  to  attempt  to  enforce  by 
arms,  an  abolition ;  is  what  no  sane  person  will  consider  as 
incumbent  upon  them,  and  what  would  hardlv  be  advised  by 
England,  who  neither  coerces  nor  discards  the  West  Indies; 
and  who  would  not  give  the  law"  to  Spain,  Portugal,  or 
France,  with  respect  to  the  slave  trade — infinitely  the  more 
detestable  crime  and  destructive  evil — when  those  powers 
were  at  her  beck. 

The  eastern  and  middle  states  have  not  been  backward  in 
discharging  any  dut}'  in  the  wavof  exhortation  and  aid,  which 
their  political  and  other  ties  with  the  slave-holding  countries 
might  seem  to  create.  Their  doctrine  as  to  human  rights  is  as 


388 


NEGRO  SLAVERY  AND 


I'  broad,  as  sincerely  adopted,  and  as  loudly  proclaimed,  as 
^  that  of  England  ;  abolition  societies  a1}ound  in  them,  who 
do  not  yield  in  point  of  zeal  to  the  African  Institution,  and 
have  no  compromise  to  make  with  any  government.*  The 
citizens  of  those  states,  in  emigrating  to  the  west,  as  they 
do  constantly  in  great  numbers,  manifest  the  soundness  of 
theif^  feelings  and  principles  on  this  subject,  by  settling  in 
preference,  in  the  parts  from  which  negro  slavery  is  exclud- 
ed. Hence,  the  astonishing  growth  of  the  states  of  Ohio 
and  Indiana,  the  first  of  which  has  outstripped,  in  advances 
of  every  kind,  whatever  the  world  had  seen  in  the  spontane- 
ous formation  of  communities. 

But,  those  members  of  the  .Union,  of  which  I  am  now 
speaking,  while  they  have  inculcated  without  reserve,  in  the 
national  councils,  every  truth,  either  abstract  or  practical,  ap- 
pertaining to  the  question  of  our  negro  slavery,  have  not  been 
blind  to  the  just  sentiments  of  their  southern  associates,  who 
alone  are  accountable ;  nor  have  they  overlooked,  though  they 
may  not  have  alwa^^s  fully  measured,  the  difficulties  inherent 
in  the  situation  of  the  latter.  They,  who  have  better  opportuni- 
ties of  understanding  it  than  the  British  reviewers,  are  far 
from  thinking  that  it  "  affords  no  apology  for  the  existence  of 
slavery."  They  see  it  in  the  same  light,  in  this  respect,  as 
they  see  that  of  the  West  Indies,  which  the  Reviewers  have 
declared  a  complete  justification  :  for,  though  the  negroes  in 
our  slave-holding  states  are  not  near  so  numerous  in  the  pro- 
portion to  the  whites,  as  in  the  West  Indies ;  and  though, 
from  the  superiority  of  their  condition,  they  are  better  pre- 
pared for  freedom,  yetthey  are  in  sufficient  number  to  assure, 
in  the  event  of  insurrection,  the  most  horrible  disasters,  before 
they  could  be  subdued,  with  the  earliest  possible  aid  from  the 
other  states  ;  and,  they  are  still,  from  inevitable  causes,  far 
from  the  point  of  being  prepared  to  exist  here  out  of  the  bonds 
of  slavery,  with  advantage  to  themselves,  or  safety  to  the 
•whites. 

19.  Before  the  American  revolution,  the  British  policy  of 
multiplying  their  numbers  by  importations  from  Africa,  closed 
the  door  against  an  attempt  to  qualify  them,  by  moral  and  po- 
litical instruction,  for  that  state.  Such  an  attempt  would  ap- 
pear to  have  been  equally  impracticable,  in  the  course  of  the 
revolutionary  war,  if  we  look  only  to  the  engrossing  avoca- 

*  Seethe  writing's  of  Ur.  Thorpe  for  an  explanation  of  this  innuendo.  He 
roundly  churg-es  Mr  Wilberforce  and  the  Institution,  with  playing  into  tlie 
hands  of  the  ministrj'. 
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tions  of  the  struggle,  and  to  the  belligerent  system  of  the  mo-  S^XT  ix. 
ther  countiy.  But  it  was  so  then,  and  has  been  f  ver  since,  ^-^"^'^"^^ 
from  other  causes;  more  obviously,  as  the  numbers  of  the 
blacks  increased.  An  effectual  training  of  the  kind  is  incom- 
patible with  their  very  being  as  slaves,  and  with  the  nature  of 
the  toil  incident  to  their  situation.  It  presupposes  their  eman- 
cipation, or  such  a  modification  of  their  existence  as  would 
be  equivalent,  in  reference  to  their  value  as  property,  or  to 
the  danger  threatened  by  their  exemption  from  restraint.  The 
doctrine  so  long  popular  and  pursued  in  England,  and  main- 
tained openly  by  some  of  her  most  distinguished  statesmen,* 
that  the  labouring  classes  should  not  be  enlightened,  lest  they 
might  become  unwilling  to  perform  the  necessary  drudgery  of 
their  station  in  life,  and  prone  to  rise  against  the  monarchical 
scheme  of  social  order,  was  not,  perhaps,  in  her  case,  altoge- 
ther without  foundation  as  to  the  latter  topic  of  apprehension. 
Now,  though  the  very  reverse  is  the  soundest  policy  for  us, 
with  our  institutions,  as  respects  the  whites,  that  doctrine,  if 
the  right  of  the  southern  American  to  consult  his  own  safety 
and  the  ultimate  happiness  of  his  slaves,  be  admitted,  is  un- 
questionably just  in  relation  to  the  body  of  the  southern  ne- 
groes. You  could  not  attempt  to  improve  and  fashion  their 
minds  upon  a  general  system,  so  far  as  to  make  them  capable 
of  freedom  in  the  mass  and  apart,  without  exposing  yourself, 
even  in  the  process,  or  in  proportion  as  they  began  to  under- 
stand and  value  their  rights,  to  feel  the  abjection  of  their 
position  and  employment,  calculate  their  strength,  and  be  nt 
for  intelligent  concert — to  formidable  combinations  among 
them,  for  extricating  themselves  from  their  grovelling  and  se- 
vere labours  at  once,  and  for  gaining,  not  merely  an  equality 
in  the  state,  but  an  ascendancy  in  all  respects.  The  difference 
of  race  and  colour  would  render  such  aspirations  in  them, 
much  more  certain,  prompt,  and  active,  than  in  the  case  of  a 
body  of  villeins  of  the  same  colour  and  blood  v/ith  yourselves, 
whom  you  might  undertake  to  prepare  for  self-government. 
The  Duke  of  Wellington,  in  the  late  debate  on  Catholic 
emancipation  in  the  British  House  of  Peers,  expressed  his 
belief  that  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  if  relieved  from  their 
disabilities,  would  endeavour  to  put  down  the  reformed  reli- 
gion, and  this  because  of  the  feelings  which  must  accompany 
the  recollection,  that  that  religion  had  been  established  in  their 
country  by  the  sword.  What  consequences,  then,  might  we 
not  expect  in  the  case  of  our  slaves,  from  the  sense  of  recent 


*  See  page  69,  Sept.  ii. 
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PART  I.  suffering  and  degradation,  and  from  the  feelings  incident  to 
i.^'v'"^  the  estrangement  and  insidation  growing  out  of  the  indelible 

distinctions  of  nature  ? 

I'  know  of  but  one  mode  of  correcting  those  feelings  and 
preventing  alienation,  hostility,  and  civil  war  ;  of  making  the 
experiment  of  general  instruction  and  emancipation  with  any 
degree  of  safet}-.  We  must  assure  the  blacks  of  a  perfect 
equalit}"  in  all  points  with  ourselves  ;  w^e  must  labour  to  in- 
corporate them  with  us,  so  that  we  shall  become  of  one  flesh 
and  blood,  and  of  one  political  family  1  It  is  doubtful  even 
whether  we  could  succeed  in  this  point,  so  gregarious  are  they 
in  their  habits,  and  so  strong  in  their  national  sympathy.  No 
sublime  philanthropist  of  Europe  has,  however,  as  yet,  in  his 
reveries  of  the  impiety  of  political  distinctions  founded  upoa 
the  colour  of  the  body,  or  in  his  lamentations  over  our  injustice 
to  the  blacks,  exacted  from  us  openly  this  hopeful  amalgama- 
tion. It  would,  no  doubt,  suit  admirably  the  views  of  our 
friends  in  England,  who  would  then  have  full  scope  for  plea- 
sant comparisons  between  the  American  and  English  intellect, 
and  the  American  and  English  complexion. =^ 

I  could  suggest  another  consideration,  alone  sufficient  to 
have  deterred  our  southern  states  from  hazarding,  since  our 
revolution,  the  measure  of  a  general  abolition  of  negro  slavery^ 
accompanied  with  the  continuance  of  the  negroes  within  their 
limits.  It  would  have  put  those  states  especially,  and  this 
federal  union,  at  the  mercv  of  Great  Britain.  The  facility 
of  tampering  with  the  blacks,  and  of  exciting  them  to  insur- 
rection, would  have  been  increased  for  her,  incalculablv^,  in 
their  new  condiiion,  in  time  of  war.  Let  her  conduct  on  this 
head  during  the  revolutionarv  struggle,  and  in  ourilate  contest, 
in  relation  both  to  the  Indians  and  negroes,  determine  the 
point  whether  she  would  have  availed  herself  of  the  op- 
portunity. 

On  the  subject  of  the  abolition  of  the  negro  slaver^^  of  the 
south.  Judge  Tucker,  whom  I  have  already  cited,  has  made 
some  remarks  which  cannot  fail  to  have  great  weight  with 
every  dispassionate  and  candid  mind. 

It  is  unjust,"  he  says,  "to  censure  the  present  generation 
for  the  existence  of  slavery  in  this  country,  for  I  think  it  un- 
questionably true,  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  our  fellow- 
citizens  lament  that  as  a  misfortune,  which  is  imputed  to  them  ^ 


*  See  the  Quailerly  Review  of  May,  1819,  on  the  pohit  of  complexion. 
The  white  men,  women,  and  chilcli-en,  are  all  sallow  in  America,"  &.c. 
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as  a  reproach ;  it  being  evident  that,  antecedent  to  the  revolu-  SECT.  IX. 
thn^  no  exertion  to  abolish,  or  even  to  check  the  progress  of  v^^^*"^/ 
slavery,  could  have  received  the  smallest  countenance  from 
the  crown,  without  whose  assent  the  united  wishes  and  exer- 
tions of  every  individual  here,  would  have  been  wholly  fruit- 
less and  ineffectual:  it  is,  perhaps,  also  demonstrable,  that  at 
no  period  since  the  revolution,  could  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  southern  states  have  been  safely  undertaken,  until  the 
foundations  of  our  newly  established  governments  had  been 
found  capable  of  supporting  the  fabric  itself,  under  any  shock, 
which  so  arduous  an  attempt  might  have  produced." 

"  The  acrimony  of  the  censures  cast  upon  us  must  abate, 
at  least  in  the  breasts  of  the  candid,  when  they  considei*  the 
difficulties  attendant  on  any  plan  for  the  abolition  of  slavery, 
in  a  country  where  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  inhabitants 
are  slaves,  and  where  a  still  larger  proportion  of  the  cultiva- 
tors of  the  earth  are  of  that  description.  The  extirpation  of 
slavery  from  the  United  States  is  a  task  equally  momentous 
and  arduous.  Human  prudence  forbids  that -we  should  pre- 
cipitately engage  in  a  -work  of  such  hazard  as  a  general  and 
simultaneous  emancipation.  The  mind  of  man  is  in  some 
measure  to  be  formed  for  his  future  condition.  The  earl}-  im- 
pressions of  obedience  and  submission,  which  slaves  have  re- 
ceived among  us,  and  the  no  less  habitual  arrogance  and  as- 
sumption of  superiority  among  the  whites,  contribute  equally 
to  unfit  the  former  for  freedom^  and  the  latter  for  equalitij. 
To  expel  them  all  at  once  from  the  United  States  w^ould,  in 
fact,  be  to  devote  them  only  to  a  lingering  death,  by  famine, 
by  disease,  and  other  accumulated  miseries.  To  retain 
them  among  us,  would  be  nothing  more  than  to  throw  so 
many  of  the  human  race  upon  the  earth,  without  the  means 
of  subsistence  ;  they  would  soon  become  idle,  profligate,  and 
miserable.  They  would  be  unfit  for  their  new  condition,  and 
unwilling  to  return  to  their  former  laborious  course." 

These  observations  were  published  in  1803  ;  but  they  are 
equally  applicable  to  the  succeeding  period.  Our  foreign  re- 
lations were  always  such  in  the  interval  between  the  com- 
mencement of  the  late  war  with  England  and  the  year  just 
mentioned,  as  to  give  an  aspect  of  extreme  danger  to  imme- 
diate abolition;  and  there  was  no  room  for  the  question 
during  the  continuance  of  the  war.  The  difficulties  of  the 
case  increased,  indeed,  with  the  great  increase  of  the  ne- 
groes, independently  of  our  general  political  embarrass- 
ments, both  internal  and  external,  v/hich  were  sufiicient  to 
absorb  our  care  and  faculties. 
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It  was  by  gradual,  voluntary  enfranchisement,  not  by  legib* 
lative  abolition,  that  an  end  was  put  to  the  villeinage  of  Eng- 
land, a  bondage  as  complete  and  degrading  as  that  of  our  ne- 
groes, and -which  lasted  until  the  reign  of  Elizabeth.  But  the 
DUlein^  when  emancipated,  being  of  the  same  race,  colour, 
and  general  character  with  the  master,  was  assimilated  and 
conciliated  at  once  ;  intermarriage  neither  debased  the  blood, 
nor  destroyed  the  identity,  of  the  nation  ;  but  added  to  its 
strength  and  security.  The  gradual  emancipation  of  the  ne- 
groes of  our  southern  states,  if  we  supposed  them  to  remain, 
would,  in  the  end,  produce  the  same  inadmissible  condition 
of  things  as  the  immediate, — a  two-fold,  or  a  motle}-  nation; 
a  perpetual,  wasting  strife,  or  a  degeneracy  from  the  Euro- 
pean standard  of  excellence,  both  as  to  body  and  mind. 
As  far  as  it  has  been  tried,  it  has  inspired  no  confi- 
dence, whether  as  regards  the  happiness  of  the  blacks,  or  the 
security  of  the  whites.  Virginia  took  advantage  of  her  in- 
dependence to  authorize  manumission,  which  the  policy  of 
the  mother  country  discountenanced.  Judge  Tucker  calcu- 
lates that  upwards  of  ten  thousand  obtained  freedom  in 
Virginia  in  this  wa}',  in  the  interval  between  1782,  when  she 
passed  her  law,  and  the  year  1791.  In  1810,  according  to 
the  census,  the  number  of  her  free  negroes  amounted  to  thirty 
thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy.  In  Maryland,  there 
were  forty  thousand ;  the  increase  having  been  near  twenty- 
six  thousand  since  1790.  In  the  states  south  of  Virginia, 
this  class  was  not  so  numerous,  but  yet  not  inconsiderable. 
We  find,  by  Dr.  Seybert's  tables,  that  the  free  negroes  and 
mulattoes  increased  185.05  per  centum,  from  1790  to  1800  ; 
and  from  1790  to  1810,  313.45.  This  extraordinary  in- 
crease he  ascribes  to  emancipations  of  slaves  by  their  mas- 
ters. Thus  the  experiment  has  been  ample  ;  and  now  let  us 
see  what  is  the  result  in  the  slave-holding  states.  It  is  fully 
given  in  the  following  representations  which  come  from  the 
pen  of  a  politician  well  known,  and  most  deservedly  and 
highly  respected,  in  Europe. 

You  may  manumit  a  slave,  but  you  cannot  make  him  a 
v/hite  man.  He  still  remains  a  negro  or  a  mulatto.  The 
mark  and  the  recollection  of  his  origin  and  former  state  still 
adhere  to  him ;  the  feelings  produced  by  that  condition,  in  his 
own  mind  and  in  the  minds  of  the  whites,  still  exist ;  he  is 
associated  by  his  colour,  and  by  these  recollections  and  feel- 
ings, with  the  class  of  slaves;  and  a  barrier  is  thus  raised  be- 
tween him  and  the  whites,  that  is,  between  him  and  the  free 
class,  which  he  can  never  hope  to  transcend.  The  authority 
of  the  master  being  removed,  and  its  place  not  being  supplied 
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by  moral  restraints  or  incitements,  he  lives  in  idleness,  and  SECT.  ix. 
prohahl\-  in  vice,  and  obtains  a  precarious  support  b  ,  (^egging  v^">''">*^ 
or  theft.  If  he  should  avoid  those  extremes,  and  follow  some 
regular  course  of  industiy,  still  the  habits  of  thoughdess  im- 
providence which  he  contracted  while  a  slave  himself,  or  has 
caught  from  the  slaves  among  whom  he  is  forced  to  live,  who 
of  necessit)^  are  his  companions  and  associates,  prevent  him 
from  making  any  permanent  provision  for  his  support,  by 
prudent  foresight  and  economy;  and  in  case  of  sickness,  or 
of  bodily  disability  from  any  other  cause,  send  him  to  live 
as  a  pauper,  at  the  expense  of  the  community." 

"  But  it  is  not  in  themselves  merely  that  the  free  people  of 
colour  are  a  nuisance  and  burden.  They  contribute  greatly 
to  the  corruption  of  the  slaves,  and  to  aggravate  the  evils  of 
their  condition,  by  rendering  them  idle,  discontented,  and  dis- 
obedient. This  also  arises  from  the  necessity  under  which  the 
free  blacks  are,  of  remaining  incorporated  with  the  slaves,  of 
associating  habitually  with  them,  and  forming  part  of  the 
same  class  in  society.  The  slave  seeing  his  free  companion 
live  in  idleness,  or  subsist,  however  scantily  or  precariously,  ^ 
by  occasional  and  desultory  employment,  is  apt  to  grow  dis- 
contented  with  his  own  condition,  and  to  regard  as  tyranny 
and  injustice  the  authority  which  compels  him  to  labour. 
Hence  he  is  strongly  incited  to  elude  this  authority  by  neglect- 
ing his  work  as  much  as  possible  ;  to  withdraw  himself  from 
it  altogether  by  flight,  and  sometimes  to  attempt  direct  resist- 
ance. This  provokes  or  impels  the  master  to  a  severity  which 
would  not  otherwise  be  thought  necessary ;  and  that  severity, 
by  rendering  the  slave  still  more  discontented  with  his  con- 
dition, and  more  hostile  toward  his  master,  by  adding  the  sen- 
timents of  resentment  and  revenge  to  his  oiiginal  dissatisfac- 
tion, often  renders  him  more  idle  and  worthless,' and  thus  in- 
duces the  real  or  supposed  necessity  of  still  greater  harshness 
on  the  part  of  the  master.  Such  is  the  tendency  of  that  com- 
parison which  the  slave  cannot  easily  avoid  making,  between 
his  own  situation  and  that  of  the  free  people  of  his  own  colour, 
who  are  his  companions,  and  in  every  thing  except  exemption 
from  the  authority  of  a  master,  his  equals  :  whose  condition, 
though  often  much  worse  than  his  own,  naturally  appears  bet- 
ter to  him  J  and  being  continually  under  his  observation,  and 
in  close  contact  with  his  feelings,  is  apt  to  chafe,  goad,  and 
irritate  him  incessantly.  This  effect  indeed  is  not  always  pro- 
duced, but  such  is  the  tendency  of  this  state  of  things ;  and  it 
operates  more  extensively,  and  with  greater  force,  than  is 
commonly  supposed." 
Vol.  I.— 3  D 
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PART  I.  But  this  effect,  injurious  as  it  must  be  to  the  character 
^•^^"^'"^  and  conduct  of  the  slaves,  and  consequently  to  their  comfort 
and  happiness,  is  far  from  being  the  worst  that  is  produced  by 
the  existence  of  free  blacks  among  us  ;  a  majority  of  the  free 
blacks,  as  we  have  seen,  are,  and  must  be  an  idle,  worth- 
less, and  thievish  race.  It  is  with  this  part  of  them  that  the 
slaves  will  necessarily  associate,  the  most  frequently  and  the 
most  intimately.  Free  blacks  of  the  better  class,  who  gain  a 
.  ^  comfortable  subsistence  by  regular  industry,  keep  as  much  as 
possible  aloof  from  the  slaves,  to  whom  in  general  they  regard 
themselves  as  in  some  degi'ee  superior.  Their  association  is 
confined,  as  much  as  possible,  to  the  better  and  more  respect- 
able class  of  slaves.  But  the  idle  and  disorderly  free  blacks 
naturally  seek  the  society  of  such  slaves  as  are  disposed  to  be 
idle  and  disorderly  too;  whom  they  encourage  to  be  more 
and  more  so,  by  their  example,  their  conversation,  and  the 
shelter  and  means  which  they  furnish.  They  encourage  the 
slaves  to  theft,  because  they  partake  in  its  fruits.  They  re- 
ceive, secrete,  and  dispose  of  the  stolen  goods :  a  part,  and 
^  probably  much  the  largest  part,  of  which  they  often  receive, 

as  a  reward  for  their  services.  They  furnish  places  of  meet- 
ing and  hiding  places  in  their  houses,  for  the  idle  and  the 
vicious  slaves ;  whose  idleness  and  vice  are  thus  increased 
and  rendered  more  contagious.  These  hiding  places  and 
places  of  meeting  are  so  many  traps  and  snares,  for  the  young 
and  thoughtless  slaves,  who  have  not  yet  become  vicious;  so 
many  schools  in  which  they  are  taught,  by  precept  and  ex- 
ample, idleness,  lying,  debauchery,  drunkenness,  and  theft. 
The  consequence  of  all  this  is  very  easily  seen,  and  I  am  sure 
is  severely  felt  in  all  places,  where  free  people  of  colour  exist 
in  considerable  numbers."^ 

The  experience  of  the  states  north  and  east  of  the  Susque- 
hannah,  with  regard  to  this  class  of  persons,  is  not,  on  the 
whole,  much  more  encouraging.  The  number  of  respectable 
individuals  is  considerably  greater  indeed,  but  the  character 
of  the  mass  nearly  the  same.  Nor  can  it  be  urged  that 
they  are  here  debarred  access  to  the  ordinary  means  of  moral 
and  intellectual  regeneration.  On  the  contrarv,  schools  are 
established  for  them ;  they  are  aided  in  procuring  the  conve- 
niences for  religious  instruction  and  divine  worship;  they  are 
united  in  societies  adapted  to  produce  self-respect,  and  men- 
tal activity ;  exemplary  attention  is  paid,  in  numerous  in- 


*  Letter  of  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Esq.  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Amer! 
can  Colonization  Society.  Aug-nst  2ULh,  1817. 
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stances,  to  the  regulation  of  their  habits  and  prmciples.  SECT.  ix. 
They  have  every  facility  which  is  enjoyed  by  the  labouring  v^"v>*^ 
classes  among  the  whites,  of  acquiring  a  plain  education,  and 
a  comfortable  subsistence,  and  of  making  provision  for  their 
children.  They  have  the  same  legal  security  in  person  and, 
property,  and  generally,  the  same  political  rights  as  the  rest 
of  the  community. 

In  the  slave-holding  states,  they  do,  indeed,  labour  under 
-ivil  incapacities  ;  and  the  policy  of  denying  them  the  higher 
.privileges  of  citizenship,  is  imperative.  We  have  felt  the  in- 
convenience of  naturalized  Europeans  exercising  those  privi- 
leges in  distinct  bodies,  collected  and  animated  by  national 
feeling ;  the  risk  of  the  African  race  voting  and  legislating 
with  the  esprit  de  corps^  is  too  serious  to  be  incurred,  even 
where  all  of  the  race  might  be  free,  provided  they  should  be 
at  all  numerous  ;  and  to  incur  it  would  be  madness,  where  a 
considerable  number  of  them  should,  as  slaves,  remain  to  be 
irritated  and  goaded  to  revolt,  by  the  invidiousness  of  the 
example,  and  the  inevitable  conspiracv  of  the  others  for  the 
universal  release  of  their  brethren.  If  we  suppose  that  the 
multitude  of  free  blacks  whom  Virginia,  for  instance,  has  now 
in  her  bosom,  would  exercise  the  privileges  of  citizenship,  ^. 
were  these  granted  to  them  ;  and  if  we  then  assume  the  na- 
tural consequences,  the  elevation  of  some  of  their  number  to 
the  legislature,  and  a  concert  of  views  and  action  among  the 
whole,  we  must  see,  that  she  would  have  to  prepare  herself 
at  once  for  the  alternative  of  a  general  extinction  of  her 
negro  slavery,  whatever  might  be  the  catastrophe  ;  or  of  the 
establishment  of  a  restraining  code  and  police  which,  if  it 
proved  effectual  to  prevent  that  danger,  must  aggravate  the 
condition  of  the  slave,  and  defer  the  period  at  which  his 
emancipation  might  otherwise  take  place.  "The  experiment, 
so  far  as  it  has  been  already  made  among  us,"  says  Judge 
Tucker,  "  proves  that  the  emancipated  blacks  are  not  ambi- 
tious of  civil  rights.  To  prevent  the  generation  of  such  an 
ambition,  appears  necessary;  for  if  it  should  ever  rear  its 
head,  its  partizans,  as  well  as  its  opponents,  will  be  enlisted 
by  nature  herself,  and  always  ranged  against  each  other." 

20.  The  complaints  which  the  British  travellers  and  re- 
viewers have  made  of  the  unjust  disfranchisement  of  the 
free  blacks,  have  then  no  foundation  in  fact,  as  regards  the 
eastern  states  ;  nor  in  sound  speculation,  in  reference  to  the 
southern.  The  disfranchisement  w^hich  exists  in  the  latter, 
cannot  be  said  to  be  unjihst^  if  injustice  in  the  business  of  lifc^ 
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be  not  a  mere  abstraction,  and  have  any  thing  to  do  with  the 
consideration  of  self-preservation,  and  the  welfare  of  the  ma- 
jority. All  qualifications  of  property  in  the  matter  of  elec- 
tion and  legislation  would  be  unjust^  and  the  doctrine  of  uni- 
versal suffrage,  which  the  Edinburgh  Review  has  so  stoutly 
"combated,  the  only  true  one,  if  the  above  mentioned  com- 
plaints were  admissible. 

With  what  an  ill  grace  does  reproach  on  the  subject  of 
disfranchisement,  coitie  from  an  Englishman  !  One-fourth  of 
the  whole  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland — 
four-fifths  of  the  population  of  Ireland  separately — are  inca- 
pable of  sitting  in  Parliament,  and  of  holding  various  civil 
and  military  stations.  The  motive  for  continuing  this  sys- 
tem of  exclusion  is  avowed  to  be  expediency.  A  large  por- 
tion of  the  most  intelligent  politicians  of  Great  Britain  deny 
the  fact  of  the  alleged  expediency  ;  and  surely,  in  the  case  of 
the  Catholics  of  England,  a  small  body,  confessedly  quali- 
fied in  point  of  understanding,  morals,  property,  tried  loyal- 
ty ;  there  could  be  no  practical  inconvenience,  as  there  is  not 
even  pretended  to  be  the  least  direct  danger,  in  admitting 
them  to  all  the  benefits  of  the  British  constitution;  except 
only  that  their  admission  might  render  the  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land more  earnest  and  importunate  in  seeking  the  same 
level.  The  case  of  the  latter  even,  which  wears  a  more  plausi- 
ble air  as  to  expediency,  is,  in  this  respect,  in  no  degree  so 
strong  as  that  of  the  negroes  in  our  southern  states,  and  in- 
finitely beyond  it  in  point  of  practical  hardship  and  moral  de- 
formit^^.=^  England  disfranchises,  not  a  race  of  men  of  a 
different  complexion  from  her  own,  and  of  inveterate  hete- 
rogeneit)' ;  degraded,  in  the  general  estimation  of  the  Euro- 
pean race,  and  who  had  been  forced  upon  her  hands  by  ano- 
ther country  ;  insensible  to  the  value  of  political  rights,  and 
incompetent  to  exercise  them  beneficially  ;  but  a  people  in 
whose  favour  all  the  natural  sympathies,  and  most  endearing 
natural  affinities  plead  to  her  heart;  whom  she  and  all  the 
civilized  world  acknowledge  to  be  their  equals  in  the  choicest 
endowments  of  mind  and  body ;  whose  country  she  invaded, 
and  whose  independence  she  crushed ;  among  whom  she  es- 
tablished by  the  sword  that  reformed  religion,  the  dissent 
from  which  is  the  pretext  for  their  disfranchisement;  to  whom 
she  owes  a  boundless  retribution  for  ages  of  acknowledged 
misgovernment  and  oppression,  and  gratitude  for  the  most 
important  services  and  aids  rendered  to  her  in  every  branch 
of  her  public  business. 


*  See  Note  V. 
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21.  Nothing  can  be  more  false  than  the  representations  of  SECT.  ix. 
the  English  travellers  concerning  the  treatment  of  the  free  v-^'^-^ 
blacks  by  the  whites  in  the  middle  and  eastern  states.    It  is 
not  true  that  they  are     excluded  from  the  places  of  public 
worship  frequented  by  the  white that  "  the  most  degraded 
white  will  not  walk  or  eat  with  a  negro;"  or  that  they  are 
"practically  slaves.'''^    Their  situation  as  hired  domectics,  . 
mechanics,  or  general  labourers,  is  the  same  in  all  respects  as 
that  of  the  whites  of  the  same  description;  they  are  fed  and 
paid  as  well ;  equally  exempt  from,  personal  violence,  and  free 
to  change  their  occupation  or  their  employer.  They  approach 
us  as  familiarly  as  persons  of  the  correspondent  class  in  Eng- 
land approach  their  superiors  in  rank  and  wealth  ;  and,  in 
general,  betray  much  less  servility  in  their  tone  and  carriage. 
They  do  not  make  part  of  our  society,  indeed  ;  they  are  not 
invited  to  our  tables  ;  they  do  not  marry  into  our  families  ; 
nor  would  they,  were  they  of  our  own  colour,  with  no  higher 
claims  than  they  possess,  on  the  score  of  calling,  education, 
intelligence,  and  wealth.  I  confess  that  whatever  claims  they 
might  possess  in  these  or  other  respects,  those  are  advantages 
from  which  they  would  be  excluded  ;  there  must  remain,  in 
any  case,  a  broad  line  of  demarcation,  not  viewed  as  an  incon- 
venience by  them,  but  indispensable  for  our  feelings  and  inte- 
rests.   Nature  and  accident  combine  to  make  it  impassable. 
Their  colour  is  a  perpetual  memento  of  their  servile  origin, 
and  a  double  disgust  is  thus  created.'  We  will  not,  nuist 
not,  expose  ourselves  to  lose  our  identity  as  it  were  ;  to 
be  stained  in  our  blood,  and  disparaged  in  our  relation  of 
beingtowards  the  stock  of  our  forefathers  in  Europe.  This 
may  be  called  prejudice  ;  but  it  is  one  which  no  reasoning 
can  overcome,  and  which  we  cannot  wish  to  see  extinguished. 
We  are  sure  that  it  would  exist  in  an  equal  degree  with 
any  nation  of  Europe  who  might  be  circumstanced  like  our- 
selves ;  we  do  not  find  it  so  gross  in  itself,  or  so  hurtful  and 
unjust  in  its  operation,  as  those  of  an  analogous  cast  which 
prevail  in  England.    "  Men  of  true  speculation,"  says  Mr. 
Burke,     instead  of  exploding  general  prejudices,  employ 
their  sagacity  to  discover  the  latent  wisdom  which  inheres  in 
them.    If  they  find  what  they  seek,  they  think  it  more  wise 
to  continue  the  prejudice,  with  the  reason  involved,  than  to 
cast  away  the  coat  of  prejudice,  and  leave  nothing  but  the 
naked  reason." 


*  These  are  the  allegations  ofFearon  ;  worthy  of  notice  only  softu-as  they 
])^ve  been  enrsployed  as  texts  by  tlie  Reviewers.    See  Note  W. 
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PART  I.  22.  'I  he  uiilbrtunate  condition  and  character  of  the  free 
^■^^"^^^^^^  blacks  generally,  are  not  imputable  to  the  whites  j  but  to  the 
existence  itself  of  negro  slavery  among  us,  and  to  the  circum- 
stance of  a  distinctive  colour.  The  first  is  the  work  of  Eng- 
land ;  the  other  of  nature.  As  the  case  is,  we  need  not  be  sur- 
prised, nor  can  we  much  lament,  that  some  of  the  southern 
states  have  passed  laws  to  discourage  manumission.  The 
,  enactment  of  such  laws  proves  that  the  practice  prevailed,  or 
->  was  likely  to  prevail,  notwithstanding  the  injuriousness  of  the 
eilects.  We  know  that  many  thousands  of  the  planters  of  the 
old  states  in  the  south,  are  restrained,  not  by  the  laws,  but  by 
51  tenderness  and  sense  of  duty  to  the  negroes  themselves,  and 
to  the  commonwealth.  There  are  few  Americans  capable  of 
reasoning  calmly  and  from  experience,  on  this  subject,  who  do 
not  concur,  in  reference  to  the  southern  states  at  least,  in  the 
following  sentiments  of  the  enlightened  and  benevolent  en- 
quirer, whose  accurate  representation  of  the  condition  of  the 
free  blacks  I  have  quoted  above. 

"  The  considerations  stated  in  the  first  part  of  this  letter, 
have  long  since  produced  a  thorough  conviction  in  my  mind, 
■  that  the  existence  of  a  class  of  free  people  of  colour  in  this 
country  is  highly  injurious  to  the  whites,  the  slaves,  and  the 
free  people  of  colour  themselves :  consequently,  that  all  eman- 
cipation, to  however  small  an  extent,  which  permits  the  per- 
sons emancipated  to  remain  in  this  country,  is  an  evil,  which 
must  increase  with  the  increase  of  the  operation,  and  would 
become  altogether  intolerable,  if  extended  to  the  whole,  or 
even  to  a  very  large  part,  of  the  black  population.  I  am, 
therefore,  strongly  opposed  to  emancipation,  in  every  shape 
and  degree,  unless  accompanied  by  colonization." 

Colo7i2zat2on  is,  in  fact,  the  only  reliance  in  this  great  ques- 
tion. Without  it,  no  plan  of  abolition  can  be  effectual  for 
the  security  of  the  whites,  or  the  good  of  the  blacks ;  since 
the  permanence  of  the  latter,  free  or  enslaved,  within  the 
abode,  or  the  neighbourhood  of  the  former,  is  the  main  dan- 
ger. Colonization  is,  no  doubt,  itself  attended  with  appalling 
difficulties.  The  aspect  of  these  difficulties  prevented  the 
legislature  of  Virginia  from  adopting,  at  an  early  period,  a  bill 
prepared  by  a  committee,  for  gradual  emancipation  in  that 
state.  It  was  thought,  and  not  without  reason,  that  to  plant 
a  nation  of  negroes  in  the  American  territory,  would  be  to  lay 
the  foundation  of  intestine  wars  which  could  terminate  only 
in  their  extirpation  or  final  expulsion ;  that  to  assign  them  a 
country  beyond  the  settlements  of  the  whites,  would  be  to  put 
them  on  a  forlorn  hope  ag;ainst  the  Indians.    The  expense  of 


SLAVE  TRADE.  ^ 

their  ti*ansportation  and  establishment  presented  itself,  also,  SECT, 
as  an  obstacle  little  short  of  insurmountable. =^ 

The  expedient  of  transplanting  the  free  blacks  to  the  coast 
of  Africa  ;  of  opening  there  a  receptacle  for  our  black  popula- 
tion at  large ;  occurred  to  the  Virginia  legislature  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  present  century.  At  the  solicitation  of  that 
body,  the  federal  government  endeavoured,  in  1802,  through 
Mr.  King,  the  American  minister  in  London,  to  negotiate  with 
the  Sierra  Leone  Company,  for  the  admission  of  the  American 
blacks  into  their  colony.  But  the  application  did  not  suc- 
ceed ;  and  the  same  fate  attended  a  similar  attempt  which 
was  made  with  Poi'tugal,  to  obtain  an  establishment  for  them 
within  her  South  American  dominions. 

While  the  British  slave  trade  continued,  no  hope  could  be 
entertained  of  the  prosperit}-  of  such  an  establishment  on  the 
coast  of  Africa.  "  To  account,"  said  the  Edinburgh  Review, 
in  1805,  "  for  the  failure  of  the  Sierra  Leone  plan,  it  is  quite 
sufficient  to  reflect,  that  it  was  undertaken  in  17^1,  on  the 
supposition  then  so  natural,  of  the  slave  trade  being  about  to 
cease ; — that,  instead  of  this  expectation  being  realized,  the 
traffic  in  question  increased  daily  and  hourly  in  growth  ;  that 
the  company  in  vain  besought  Parliament  to  check  the  trade, 
at  least  in  the  narrow  district  where  the  colony  was  planted.'' 
In  sending  our  negroes  thither,  we  should  only  have  been  fur- 
nishing aliment  for  that  insatiable  passion  which  occasioned 
the  introduction  of  the  race  into  our  own  country.  Constantly 
expecting  a  rupture  with  Great  Britain,  or  actually  engaged 
in  hostilities  with  her,  from  the  period  of  her  abolition  of  the 
slave  trade,  it  is  only  of  late  that  we  could  again  look  to  the 
coast  of  Africa.  The  project  of  making  a  settlement  in  that 
quarter,  for  the  purpose  of  gradually  restoring  our  black  popu- 
lation to  their  native  region,  and  thus  extirpating  the  slavery 
which  we  detest,  and  fear,  has  been  revived.  As  soon  after 
the  conclusion  of  the  peace  in  1815,  as  our  political  circum- 
stances would  permit,  a  society,  st}ded  the  American  Coloni- 
zation Society,  was  formed  in  the  south,  on  the  most  liberal 
plan,  and  under  the  most  distinguished  auspices.  It  enjoys  the 
particular  patronage  of  the  legislature  of  Virginia ;  has  the 
countenance  and  aid  of  the  federal  government;  and  appears 
to  be  viewed  with  an  eye  of  favour  by  the  slave-holding  states 
in  general.  Auxiliary  societies  hav^e  been  organized  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  country,  and  w411,  probably,  multiply  fast,  and 
excite  every  where  an  interest  in  the  important  object,  which 
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PART  I.  y^wi  greatly  facilitate  its  success.  The  principal  society  has 
^"^^"^''^^  already  (Taused  the  western  coast  of  Africa  to  be  explored, 
and  is  sanguine  as  to  the  practicability  of  the  plan  of  settle- 
ment in  some  district  of  that  coast.  I  must  confess  that  I 
have  no  hope  of  its  success.  The  British  government,  what- 
ever may  be  its  professions,  will  not  allow  any  establishment 
•to  thrive  and  be  perpetuated,  which  may  interfere  with  its 
particular  views  in  that  direction.  As  long,  moreover,  as  the 
slave  trade  is  prosecuted  in  its  present  frightful  extent,  or, 
indeed,  until  it  shall  be  contracted  within  very  narrow  li- 
mits, no  colony  which  we  may  form,  can  be  prevented  from 
becoming,  either  its  prey,  or  one  of  its  factories.  The  acting 
attorney-general  of  Sierra  Leone  declared  in  1812,  on  the 
trial  of  certain  persons  for  an  infraction  of  the  British  aboli- 
tion laws,  that  the  town  itself.  Sierra  Leone,  was  "  the  heart 
from  which  all  the  arteries  and  veins  of  the  slave-trading 
system  had  for  years  been  animated  and  supplied."^  The 
directors  of  the  African  Institution,  in  their  answers  to  the 
queries  of  Lord  Castlereagh,  already  cited,  hold  the  follow- 
ing language.  "  Sierra  Leone,  and  its  immediate  neighbour- 
hood, may  be  considered  as  the  onl  -  part  of  the  African  coast 
where  plans  of  improvement  canjbe  pursued  without  imme- 
diately encountering  the  malignant  influence  of  the  slave 
trade.  It  is  almost  necessary,  therefore,  to  confine  wathin  that 
sphere,  at  least  for  the  present,  any  direct  efforts  made  for 
the  civilization  and  improvement  of  Africa.  Even  the  esta- 
.  blishment  formed  in  the  Rio  Pongas,  for  the  instruction  of  the 

:  natives,  it  is  feared,  must  be  withdrawn,  in  consequence  of 

the  revival  of  the  slave  trade." 

Though,  from  the  commercial  jealousy  of  Great  Britain, 
the  prevalence  of  the  slave  trade,  or  our  liability  to  be  involved 
in  wars  with  the  European  nations,  which  would  interrupt 
our  communication  with  Africa,  we  should  be  obliged  to  with- 
drav/  our  aims  from  that  continent,  the  plan  of  colonization 
may,  I  think,  still  be  pursued  on  our  own,  with  equal  conve- 
nience and  less  risk  of  final  miscarriage.  I  will  not  undertake 
lo  point  out  the  spot  for  its  execution ;  this  does  not  belong  to 
my  subject;  but  there  cannot  be  wanting  a  spot  within  our 
reach,  free  from  all  invincible  objections.  The  object  is  of 
infinite  importance ;  it  calls  for  the  earnest  attention  of  the 
whole  Union,  and  the  unanimous  agency  of  the  federal 


*  See  Dr.  Thorpe's  View  of  the  present  Increase  of  the  Slave  Trade, 
p.  71. 
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government.  **The  alarming  danger,"  says  General  Harper,*  SFXT.  ix. 

of  cherishing  in  our  bosom  a  distinct  nation,  which  can  ne-  v^^v^v^ 
ver  become  incorporated  with  us,  while  it  rapidly  increases 
in  numbers ;  a  nation  which  must  ever  be  hostile  to  us,  from 
feeling  and  interest;  the  danger  of  such  a  nation  in  our 
bosom,  need  not  be  pointed  out  to  any  reflecting  mind.  It 
speaks  not  only  to  our  understanding,  but  to  our  very  senses. 


23.  In  defiance  of  the  lessons  of  history  and  of  the  true 
philosophy  of  the  human  mind,  the  British  writers  have  in- 
sisted, that  freedom  must  be  altogether  an  empty  name  in 
the  country  where  domestic  slavery  is  established.  Their 
doctrine  would  deprive  Greece  and  Rome  of  the  distinction, 
upon  which  - the  admiration  of  mankind  for  those  republics 
has  been  chiefly  built.    Freedom  would  be  just  born,  as  it 
were,  in  the  world.    "In  every  age  and  country,"  says  Hal- 
lam,  in  his  History  of  the  Middle  Ages,  "until  times  com- 
paratively recent,  personal  servitude  appears  to  have  been  the 
lot  of  a  large,  perhaps,  the  greater  portion  of  our  species.*  jf 
We  lose  a  good  deal  of  our  sympathy  with  the  spirit  of  free-  ^ 
dom  in  Greece  and  Rome,  when  the  importunate  recollection  S 
occurs  to  us,  of  the  tasks  which  might  be  enjoined,  and  the  I 
punishments  which  might  be  inflicted,  without  control  either  \ 
of  law  or  opinion,  by  the  keenest  patriot  of  the  Comitia,  or  ^ 
the  Council  of  Five  Thousand.     A  similar,  though  less 
powerful  feeling,  will  often  force  itself  on  the  mind,  when 
we  read  the  history  of  the  middle  ages." 

The  institution  of  slavery  in  the  ancient  republics  was  at- 
tended  with  every  circumstance  which  might  appear  incom-  ^ 
patible  with  the  prevalence  of  true  liberty,  or  of  the  moral  and 
political  virtues  of  the  highest  class.f  But  who  can  deny  to 
Greece  and  Rome  an  ample  share  of  those  honours  ?  "  We 
feel,"  says  Ferguson,  in  his  Essay  on  the  History  of  Civil 


*  Letter  to  the  American  Colomzation  Society. 

■j-  "  In  the  ancient  states,"  says  the  Scottish  philosopher,  Millar,  in  his  Ori- 
gin  of  Ranks,  "  so  celebrated  upon  account  of  their  free  .government,  the 
bulk  of  theh'  mechanics  and  labouring  people  were  denied  the  common  privi- 
leges of  men,  and  treated  upon  the  footing  of  inferior  animals.  In  propor- 
tion to  the  opulence  and  refinement  of  those  nations,  the  number  of  their 
slaves  was  increased,  and  the  grievances  to  which  they  were  subjected  be- 
came the  more  intolerable." 

"  Allowing  five  persons  to  each  family,  the  Athenian  slaves  exceeded  the 
freemen  in  the  proportion  of  between  two  and  three  to  one.  In  the  most 
flourishing  periods  of  Rome,  when  luxury  was  carried  to  so  amazing  a  pitch, 
the  proportion  of  the  inliabitants  reduced  into  servitude  was  in  all  probability 
greater." 
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PART  I.  Society,  "  the  injustice  of  the  institution  of  slavery  at  Sparta, 
^^^■^'^"w  We  suffer  for  the  helot;  but  we  think  only  of  the  superior 
order  of  men  in  this  state,  when  we  attend  to  that  elevation 
and  magnanimity  of  spirit,  for  Avhich  danger  had  no  terror, 
interest  no  means  to  corrupt;  when  we  consider  them  as 
friends  or  as  citizens,  we  are  apt  to  forget,  like  themselves, 
t:iat  slaves  have  a  title  to  be  treated  like  men." 

Hallam,  in  the  work  which  I  have  quoted  above,  has  con- 
tended for  the  freedom  of  the  English  constitution  during 
the  days  of  English  villeinage,  and  ascribed  to  the  commons 
of  those  days  a  proud  sense  and  tenaciousness  of  equalit)-  in 
civil  rights.  In  what  manner  the  villeins  were  treated,  and 
in  what  light  viewed,  will  be  understood  from  the  following- 
passage  of  this  author. 

"  By  a  very  harsh  statute  in  the  reign  of  Richard  II,  no 
servant  or  labourer  could  depart,  even  at  the  expiration  of 
his  service,  from  the  hundred  in  which  he  lived,  without 
permission  under  the  king's  seal;  nor  might  any  one  who 
had  been  bred  to  husbandrv,  till  twelve  years  old,  exercise 
any  other  calling.  A  few  years  afterwards,  the  commons 
petitioned  that  villeins  might  not  put  their  children  to  school, 
in  order  to  advance  them  by  the  church ;  '  and  this  for  the 
honour  of  all  the  freemen  of  the  kingdom.'  In  the  same  par- 
liament they  complained,  that  villeins  fly  to  cities  and 
boroughs  where  their  masters  cannot  recover  them,  and 
prayed  that  the  lords  might  seize  their  villeins  in  such  places, 
without  regard  to  the  franchises  thereof."^ 

If  the  traits  which  I  have  cited  in  the  second  section  of 
this  volume,  from  the  early  political  history  of  the  southern 
states,  were  not  enough  to  convince  the  mother  country  of 
the  compatibility  of  the  love  and  possession  of  the  broadest 
civil  libert}',  with  the  institution  of  domestic  servitude,  the 
part  which  they  took  as  colonies  in  asserting  and  maintaining 
the  rights  of  America  against  her  scheme  of  usurpation, 
ought  to  have  dispelled  all  her  doubts  on  the  subject.  One 
of  her  statesmen,  at  least,  an  adept  in  the  science  of  human 
nature,  did  not  remain  in  error  ;  but  placed  the  question  be- 
fore her  in  the  just  and  full  light,  as  an  admonition  against 
perseverance  in  her  perilous  career.  It  is  strange  that  it 
should  be  necessary  to  repeat,  for  the  instruction  of  some  of 
her  most  witted  writers  of  the  present  day,  the  following  pas- 
sage of  Burke's  speech  on  the  conciliation  with  America. 
There  is  a  circumstance  attending  these  southern  Ameri- 
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Lun  colonies,  which  makes  the  spirit  of  liberty  still  more  high  SECT 
and  haughty  there  than  in  those  to  the  northward.  It  is  that, 
in  Virginia  and  the  Carolinas,  they  have  avast  multitude  of 
slaves.  Where  this  is  the  case  in  any  part  of  the  world,  those 
who  are  free,  are  by  far  the  most  proud  and  jealous  of  their 
freedom.  Freedom  is  to  them  not  only  an  enjoyment,  but  a 
kind  of  rank  and  privilege.  Not  seeing  there,  that  freedom, 
as  in  countries  where  it  is  a  common  blessing,  and  as  broad 
and  general  as  the  air,  may  be  united  with  much  abject  to'il^ 
with  great  misery^  xuith  all  the  exterioj'  of  servitude^  liberty 
looks,  amongst  them,  like  something  that  is  more  noble  and 
liberal.  I  do  not  mean  to  commend  the  superior  morality  oi 
this  sentiment,  which  has  at  least  as  much  pride  as  virtue  in 
it;  but  I  cannot  alter  the  nature  of  man.  The  fact  is  so  ;  and 
these  people  of  the  southern  colonies  are  mucii  more  strong- 
ly, and  with  a  higher  and  more  stubborn  spirit,  attached  to 
liberty  than  those  of  the  northward.  Such  were  all  the  an- 
cient commonwealths;  such  were  our  Gothic  ancestors;  such 
in  our  days  were  the  Poles  ;  and  such  will  be  all  masters  of 
slaves,  who  are  not  slaves  themselves.  In  such  a  people  the 
haughtiness  of  domination  combines  with  the  spirit  of  free- 
dom, fortifies  it,  and  renders  it  invincible." 

All  our  experience  in  America,  since  the  revolution,  con- 
firms the  opinion  of  the  orator ;  or,  at  least,  assures  us,  that 
the  citizens  of  the  slave-holding  states  understand  quite  as 
well,  and  cherish  as  fondly,  the  principles  of  republicanism, 
as  those  of  the  other  members  of  our  union.  Bryan  Edwards 
has  indicated  in  the  character  and  demeanour  of  the  West 
Indians,  what  we  find  universal  among  our  south  and  south- 
western brethren.  "  Of  the  character,"  says  this  author, 
common  to  the  white  residents  of  the  West  Indies,  it  ap- 
pears to  me  that  the  leading  feature  is  an  independent  spirit, 
and  a  display  of  conscious  equality,  throughout  all  ranks  and 
conditions.  The  poorest  white  person  seems  to  consider  him- 
self nearly  on  a  level  with  the  richest,  and,  emboldened  by 
this  idea,  approaches  his  employer  with  extended  hand,  and 
a  freedom  which,  in  the  countries  of  Europe,  is  seldom  dis- 
played by  men  in  the  lower  orders  of  life  towards  their  supe- 
riors. It  is  not  difficult  to  trace  the  origin  of  this  principle. 
It  arises,  without  doubt,  from  the  pre-eminence  and  distinc- 
tion which  are  necessarily  attached  even  to  the  complexion 
of  a  white  man,  in  a  country  where  the  complexion,  gene- 
rally speaking,  distinguishes  freedom  from  slavery."* 


*  History  of  the  "West  Indies,  ch.  i.  ]).  i','. 
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PART  I.  I  may  apply  in  the  same  way  the  following  representations 
which  Edwards  makes  in  continuation.  "  Possibly  too,  the 
climate  itself,  bv  increasing  sensibility,  contributes  to  create 
an  impatience  of  subordination.  But,  whatever  may  be  the 
cause  of  this  consciousness  of  self-importance  in  the  West 
Indian  character,  the  consequences  resulting  from  it  are,  on 
the  whole,  beneficial.  ,  If  it  sometimes  produces  an  ostenta- 
tious pride,  and  a  ridiculous  affectation  of  splendour,  it  more 
frequently  awakens  the  laudable  propensities  of  our  nature — 
frankness,  sociability,  benevolence,  and  generosity.  In  no 
part  of  the  globe  is  the  virtue  of  hospitality  more  generally 
prevalent,  than  in  the  British  .sugar  islands.  The  gates  of 
the  planter  are  always  open  to  the  reception  of  his  guests. 
To  be  a  stranger  is  of  itself  a  sufficient  introduction." 


\ 
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24.  There  is  some  plausibility  in  the  theory  of  the  Edin- 
burgh Review  concerning  the  effects  of  commanding  slaves 
upon  the  heart  and  the  morals.  But  it  is  not  established  by 
our  experience,  as  true  in  the  general.  The  native  citizen 
of  the  slave-holding  state  displays,  specifically,  as  much  sen- 
sibility, justice,  and  stedfastness,  in  all  the  domestic  and  social 
relations,  as  the  European,  of  whatever  country.  He  is  as 
strongly  influenced  by  the  ties  of  kindred  and  friendship  ;  as 
open  to  the  impressions  which  attemper  and  refine  our  nature. 
He  has  had  a  large  share  in  the  formation  and  administration 
of  our  institutions  and  laws  ;  in  all  the  executive  offices,  civil 
and  military ;  and  we  have  never  discovered  in  him  any  parti- 
cular proneness  to  tyranny  or  inhumanity;  a  torpid  conscience, 
or  an  imperfect  sense  of  equity.  In  none  of  the  nobler  vir- 
tues and  qualities  has  he  ever  proved  deficient,  in  the  compa- 
rison with  the  individual  born  and  fashioned  among  freemen 
alone.  If  there  be  any  thing  contradistinguishing  in  his  man- 
ners and  disposition,  it  is  certainly  not  ferocity  or  even  harsh- 
ness. The  planter  of  our  old  southern  states  has  always  been 
rather  remarkable  for  his  urbanity  and  facility,  as  well  as  for 
the  dignity  and  liberality  of  his  sentiments.  Morals,  it  is  said, 
are  more  loose  inthe  slave-holding  states.  If  we  admitted  this 
to  be  the  case,  it  would  by  no  means  follow  that  the  institution 
of  slavery  is  the  principal  cause  of  the  relaxation.  An  original 
difference  of  religious  institutions,  and  maxims  of  conduct ;  of 
soil  and  climate ;  of  modes  of  livelihood  and  materials  of 
traffic ;  of  circumstances  attending  the  connexion  with  the 
mother  country  ;  might  give  the  same  result.  Domestic  sla- 
very continues  in  Germany  and  the  northern  parts  of  Europe  ; 
'ft  has  disappeared  from  the  southern :  but  the  dissoluteness  of 


r 


SLAVE  TRADE.  40  d 

these  is  notoriously  greater.  Hungary  is  more  in  the  odour  sect.  ix. 
of  sanctity  than  the  kingdom  of  Naples.  The  institution  in  v^^'n'^v^ 
question  is  to  be  abhorred,  on  account  of  the  violence  which 
it  offers  to  human  rights,  and  the  abjection  to  which  it 
reduces  human  nature  :  a  priori  it  would  seem  to  exert  a  fatal 
influence  on  the  character  of  the  master ;  but  our  experi- 
ence, at  least,  I  repeat  it,  would  not  justify  us  in  adopting 
the  theory. 

When  we  investigate  the  dispositions  and  morals  of  the 
European  nations,  it  is  not  with  the  "  lowest  and  least"  of 
them  alone,  but  with  the  highest  and  greatest  that  we  ven- 
ture to  compare  the  white  population  of  our  slave-holding 
states.  It  is  not  unknown  to  us,  that  in  Russia  the  number 
of  slaves  held  as  property,  and  subject  to  absolute  will,  is 
sextuple  that  of  our  negroes  That,  in  the  other  parts  of 
Europe,  where  the  institution  of  slavery  does  not  exist,  there 
are  other  institutions  generating  a  hundred  fold  more  vice, 
misery,  and  debasement,  than  we  have  ever  witnessed  in  the 
same  compass  in  America. 


25.  The  laws  of  the  slave-holding  states  do  not  furnish  a 
criterion  for  the  character  of  their  present  white  population, 
or  the  condition  of  the  slaves.  Those  laws  were  enacted,  for 
the  most  part,  in  seasons  of  particular  alarm,  produced  by 
attempts  at  insurrection ;  or  when  the  black  inhabitants  were  f 
doubly  formidable  by  reason  of  the  greater  proportion  which  ^ 
they  bore  to  the  whites,  in  number,  and  of  -the  savage  state 
and  unhappy  mood  in  which  they  arrived  from  Africa.  The 
real  measure  of  danger  was  not  understood  but  after  long- 
experience  ;  and  in  the  interval,  the  precautions  taken,  were 
naturally  of  the  most  jealous  and  rigorous  aspect.  That  these 
have  not  been  all  repealed,  or  that  some  of  them  should  be 
still  enforced,  is  not  inconsistent  with  an  improved  spirit  of 
legislation;  since  the  evils  against  which  they  were  intended 
to  guard  are  yet  the  subject  of  just  apprehension.  England 
inundated  South  Carolina  for  instance,  with  barbarians,  and 
now  reproaches  her  with  the  measures  which  she  took  for 
her  security  against  their  brute  force. 

There  is  no  Code  Noir  which  surpasses  in  atrocity  that 


*  Sec  the  Appendix  to  Storch's  Course  of  Political  Economy,  St.  Peters- 
burg, 1815.  This  writer  states,  that  in  1782,  the  number  of  male  peasants, 
or  serfs,  of  the  crown,  amounted  to  4,675,000  ;  that  they  could  be  hired  out, 
sold,  given  away,  &,c.;  and  the  number  of  male  slaves,  the  property  of  sub- 
■        h-  '^-i .-nates  at  6,678,000  ;  equally  at  the.  disposal  of  the  masters. 
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pan  of  the  British  statute  bookrekiting  to  Roman  Catholics. 
What  Englishman  will  allow  us  to  make  this,  as  it  stood  be- 
fore Sir  George  Saville's  act,  or  even  as  it  now  stands,  the 
index  to  British  humanity  and  justice  ?  Acts  of  proscription 
are  still  suffered  to  remain  in  terrarcm^  ready  for  a  barely 
possible  emergence.  "  The  laws  against  the  Catholics," 
said  the  Bishop  of  Worcester,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  (May 
19th,  1819,)  "had  hitherto  been  administered  tenderly  and 
sparingly;  they  would,  doubtless,  continue  to  be  so  ad- 
ministered, ?f72/6'.?5  some  eve?it  should  occur  to  render  their  strict 
enforcement  necessary ^ 

Since  the  revolution,  most  of  the  southern  codes  have  been 
softened  in  regard  to  the  slave  police ;  and  the  murder  of  a 
negro  is  now  capital  throughout  our  union,  except  in  one 
state.  I  have  already  quoted  the  assertion  of  Dr.  Dickson, 
that  "the  harshness  of  the  slave  laws  is  but  little  softened  by 
the  lenity  of  the  general  practice  in  the  British  sugar  islands." 
The  reverse  of  this  is  notoriously  true  of  the  American 
states.  The  patrol  laws,  for  example,  of  South  Carolina, 
which  contain  the  most  oppressive  of  her  regulations,  are 
rarely  put  in  execution.  In  Virginia,  the  interdict  laid,  at 
the  time  of  what  is  called  Gabriers  insurrection,  upon  the 
assemblage  of  negroes, — a  "  seditious  meetings  bill,"  like 
that  passed  by  the  British  parliament  in  1817,f — is  v/hoUy 
neglected.  No  restraint  in  this  respect  is  imposed  upon 
them  by  their  masters,  except  such  as  may  be  necessary  for 
purposes  of  domestic  order  and  labour. 

Before  our  revolution,  the  negro  slavery  of  this  country  was, 
as  we  have  seen,  acknowledged  to  be  universally  less  severe 
than  that  of  any  other  part  of  the  world.  It  has  undergone, 
since  that  event,  a  great  and  striking  amelioration.  To  this 
fact,  all  who  have  witnessed  and  compared  the  former  and 
present  lot  of  the  slaves  of  our  southern  states,  bear  the  most 
confident  testimonv.  What  was  once  deemed  a  moderate 
treatment,  would  now  be  a  rigid  one  ;  and  the  tolerated  rigour 


*  "  Laws,"  says  Mr.  Barke,  in  his  speech  at  Bristol,  previous  to  the  elec- 
tion, "  were  made  in  this  kingdom  against  Papists  as  bloody  as  any  of  those 
which  bad  been  enacted  by  the  Popisii  princes  and  states;  and  wliere  tliose 
laws  were  not  bloody,  tiiey  were  worse ;  as  they  were  slow,  cruel,  outrageous 
on  our  nature,  and  kept  men  alive,  only  to  iiisult  in  their  persoiis  every  one 
of  tlie  rights  and  fecfmgs  of  humanity." 

j  By  the  standing  liiot  Act  of  England,  not  more  than  twelve  persons  arc 
allowed  to  continue  togetlier,  after  it  has  been  read  by  the  magistrate.  Loi-d 
f'astlereagh  said  in  Parlianr.ent  in  1817,  that  "there  was  ncl        '.      "  ■  ' 
book  a  lawv.hich.  had  lieen  more  beneticial  to  the  country." 
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of  the  first  period  could  find  no  countenance  at  the  present.  SECT.  IX. 
rhe  negro  has  gained  nearly  as  much  by  our  separation  from  v*^"*'^^^^ 
Great  Britain  as  the  white.    The  causes  of  this  undeniable 
fact  are  various  and  obvious. 

With  the  importation  of  the  Africans,  ceased  much  of  the 
'h*ead,  which  the  slave  population  inspired,  while  it  was  con- 
linualh' receiving  large  accessions  of  strangers.  At  this  time 
by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  slaves  of  the  old  states,  have 
been  born  and  brought  up  by  the  side  of  the  whites.  In  pro- 
portion as  the  indigenous  character  predominated,  the  pro- 
pensit}^  on  the  one  hand  to  shake  off  the  yoke,  and  the  mis- 
trust on  the  other,  which  occasioned  its  aggravation,  regu- 
larly diminished.  Another  circumstance  tended  to  render 
the  slaves  in  a  much  less  degree  objects  of  terror,  and  to 
make  room  for  the  kindlier  dispositions  of  our  nature  to 
operate  ;  the  whites  came  soon  to  exceed  them  considerably 
in  number,  from  emigration  added  to  natural  increase. 
Brougham  has  speculated  in  his  Colonial  Policy,  in  confor- 
mity to  the  facts  in  our  case.  "There  can  be  little  doubt,"  J 
he  says,  "  that  the  fatal  disproportion  of  the  two  classes,  the 
great  proportion  of  the  imported  negroes,  and  the  cruel  treat- 
rnent  of  the  slaves  in  general,  would  be  all  materiallv  altered  ^' 
by  any  revolution  that  should  separate  the  colonies  from  the 
parent  state,  while  the  more  rigorous  administration  of  an 
independent  community,  would  lessen  the  danger  arising 
from  such  a  mixture  of  negroes,  or  such  abuses  of  the  slave 
system  as  might  still  remain." 

Not  onlv  does  the  proportion  which  the  slaves  bear  to  the 
free  part  of  the  community,  contribute  to  determine  their  con- 
dition, but,  in  general,  the  greater  or  smaller  numbers  in  v/hich 
they  belong  to  individuals.  The  abolition  of  entails  and  the 
rule  of  primogeniture,  together  with  the  evaporation  of  those 
old  prejudices  vv'hich  fettered  parental  affection  in  the  testa- 
mentary distribution  of  estates,  have,  since  the  establishment 
of  our  independence,  led  to  the  subdivision  of  every  kind  of 
property,  in  the  southern  communities.  The  negroes,  being 
more  widely  apportioned,  exist  in  smaller  bands,  and  are  of 
course  more  under  the  immediate  care  and  inspection  of  the 
masters,  in  whose  eyes  they  must  at  the  same  time  have, 
singly,  more  value.  The  interest  of  the  master  in  the  welfare 
of  the  slave  is  not  to  be  urged  as  a  full  security  against  ill 
usage  ;  but  it  cannot  fail  to  have  a  considerable  influence;  and 
it  has  been  constantly  increasing  from  the  enhancement  of 
the  price  of  negroes,  occasioned  by  the  demand  for  their  1; 
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PART  I.  which  the  illicit  importation  from  Africa  can  furnish.  The 
^^^'><^*^  more  abundant  production  of  food,  the  increase  of  wejdtk 
with  the  planters,  and  more  strictness  of  principle  and  regu- 
larity of  habits,  (for  these  too  can  be  proved  to  be  among 
the  effects  of  the  revolution,)  have  redounded  likewise  to 
the  advantage  of  the  slaves. 

It  is  not  to  be  doubted,  that  the  political  discussions,  which 
preceded  our  revolution,  the  spirit  of  the  institutions  which 
grew  out  of  it,  and  the  diffusion  of  education,  excited  a 
greater  sensibility  to  human  rights ;  a  quicker  sympathy^ 
with  human  sufferings;  a  more  general  liberality  of  sentiment; 
and  a  higher  pride  of  character,  in  the  slave-holding  part  of 
our  population.  Hence  a  new  public  opinion  sprung  up,  re- 
quiring a  system  of  lenity  and  generosity  in  the  government 
and  sustentation  of  the  slaves  ;  and  repressive,  not  only  of 
barbarity,  but  of  habitual  severity  in  any  marked  degree, 
and  of  what  may  be  equivalent  in  its  effects,  habitual  indif- 
ference and  estrangement.  These  abuses  have  become  dis- 
reputable ;  they  expose  the  man  who  is  guilty  of  them  to  the 
disdain  and  reprobation  of  his  neighbours  ;  and  in  this  way 
are  more  efficaciously  checked  than  they  could  be  by  any 
legislative  enactments.  The  master  who  should  deprive  his 
negro  o£  his  peculwm^ — the  produce  of  his  poultry  house  or 
his  little  garden  ;  who  should  force  him  to  work  on  holidays 
or  at  night ;  w^ho  should  deny  him  the  common  recreations,  or 
leave  him  without  shelter  or  provision  in  his  old  age,  would 
incur  the  aversion  of  the  community,  and  raise  obstacles  to 
the  advancement  of  his  own  interests  and  external  aims. 

26.  The  American  negro  slavery  is  almost  wholly  free  from 
two  of  the  grievances  which  characterize  that  of  the  West 
Indies — under-feeding  and  over-zvorking.  With  regard  to  the 
great  article  of  food,  the  American  negToes  are,  assuredly, 
better  supplied  than  the  free  labourers  of  most  parts  of 
Europe.  Flesh  meat  is  not  attainable  for  the  latter  in  the 
same  quantity  which  is  commonly  given  to  the  first;  it  would 
seem,  (on  this  head  I  refer  to  the  quotations  which  I  have 
made  from  the  Quarterly  Review,*)  not  to  be  attainable  at  all 
for  the  poorer  classes  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  In  respect 
to  clothing  and  lodging,  the  comparison  would  give  nearly 
the  same  result.  On  the  score  of  fuel,  the  want  of  which  occa- 
sions so  much  suffering  in  particular  counties  of  Great  Britain, 
and,  as  to  the  point  of  labour  also,  the  advantage  is  greatly 


•  See  page  228. 
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on  the  side  of  the  American  negroes.  I  cannot,  here, 
enter  into  the  details  of  the  system,  upon  which  they  are 
worked  on  the  southern  plantations  ;  but  I  can  say  of  it,  that 
it  involves  nothing  like  the  same  intensity,  duration,  or  con- 
tinuity of  exertion,  which  would  appear  to  be  indispensable 
in  Great  Britain,  in  almost  all  the  lower  walks  of  mechanical 
industry,  for  the  mere  support  of  animal  life.  The  average 
number  of  hours  of  daily  toil  exceeds  there,  by  nearly  one 
half,  that  which  is  exacted  under  the  system  just  mentioned. 
A  few  extracts  from  recent  debates  of  Parliament  will  deter- 
mine the  validity  of  this  assertion. 

In  the  House  of  Commons,  (April  29th,  1818,)  "  Mr. 
Peel  said,  in  Manchester  alone,  11,600  children  were  em- 
ployed in  the  cotton  factories,  and  the  average  time  of  labour 
thirteen  hours  a  day.  Most  of  these  poor  children,  after  the 
thirteen  hours  of  labour,  were  obliged  to  go  to  school  to  learn 
to  write." 

"  Sir  Robert  Peel  said,  it  was  proved  that  in  Lancashire, 
children  were  employed  fifteen  hours  a  day,  and  after  any 
stoppage,  from  five  in  the  morning  until  ten  in  the  evening, 
seventeen  hours^  and  this  often  for  three  weeks  at  a  time.  On 
Sunday  they  were  employed  from  six  in  the  morning  until 
twelve  in  cleaning  the  machinery." 

"  Mr.  Peter  Moore  said,  (May  13th,  1819,)  in  the  town 
which  he  had  the  honour  to  represent,  (Coventry,)  there 
were  five  classes  of  manufacturers,  each  working  ninety-six 
hours  in  the  week,  or  sixteen  hours  in  the  day.  The  first  of 
these  classes  gain,  in  return  for  their  labour,  ten  shillings  a 
week,  or  two  pence  halfpenny  an  hour,  which  is  but  a  very 
trifling  share  of  what  they  were  formerly  in  the  habit  of  ac- 
quiring. The  second  class  gained  5s.  6d.  a  week.  The  third 
2^.  9^/.,  which  is  labouring  four  hours  for  five  farthings.  The 
two  remaining  classes  receive  2*.  and  1^.  6r/.  a  week,  w^hich 
is  working  at  the  rate  of  seven  and  nine  hours  for  a  single 
halfpenny." 

"  Mr.  Mansfield  said,  (March  25th,  1819,)  that  he  had  at- 
tended a  committee  that  day,  before  whom  a  case  was  proved 
of  a  great  number  of  labourers,  who,  by  working  fifteen  or 
sixteen  hours  a  day,  could  not  earn  above  seven  shillings 
per  week." 

The  physical  condition  of  the  American  negro  is,  on  the 
whole,  not  comparatively  alone,  but  positively  good,  and  he 
is  exempt  from  those  racking  anxieties — the  exacerbations  of 
despair,  to  which  the  English  manufacturer  and  peasant  are 
Vol.  1—3  F 


iiO 


^EGRO  SLAVERY  AND 


PART  I.  subject  in  the  pursuit  of  their  pittance.=^  The  old  age  of  the 
^^"^''^^  negro,  in  Virginia  and  the  Carolinas  particularly,  is  by  no 
means  one  of  checrlessness  or  destitution.  He  is  not  tasked 
beyond  his  strength  ;  he  is  sure  of  nutriment ;  he  remains  in 
the  midst  of  his  comrades  ;  and,  in  most  cases,  has  a  family 
about  him  with  the  feelings  and  attractions  of  legitimacy ;  for, 
the  poh-gamv,  and  promiscuous  intercourse  between  the 
sexes,  which  crown  the  abominations  of  West  India  slavery, 
are  not  common  features  in  the  North  American. 

We  have  it  upon  the  authority  of  the  Quarterly  Review, 
that  the  great  body  of  the  British  people  "  work  with  the 
prospect  of  want  and  pauperism  before  their  eyes  as  what 
must  be  their  destiny  at  last that  "  in  the  road  in  which  the 
English  labourer  must  travel,  the  poor  house  is  the  last  stage 
on  the  way  to  the  grave."f  If  we  are  entitled  to  form  an 
opinion  from  the  Parliamentary  Reports, — no  mean  authority, 
— this  final  stage  of  the  English  labourer  is  worse  than  any 
stage  in  the  career  of  the  American  negro.  The  "  victim  of 
American  barbarity"  finds  in  his  "  quarter"  comforts  which 
'  the  tenant  of  the  British  poor  house  might  envy,  and  can  ne- 

ver hope  to  enjoy. 

From  the  minutes  of  evidence  before  the  parliamentary  com^ 
mittee  on  the  state  of  the  poor,  it  would  appear,  that  the  treat- 
ment which  they  experience  in  the  receptacles  provided  for 
them,  is  wretched  and  barbarous  almost  beyond  credibility. 
By  way  of  example,  the  witnesses  stated  that  in  one  room  28 
feet  long  by  15  wide,  there  were  two  and  twenty  persons 


/  *  I  appeal  to  the  petitions  presented  to  Parliament  by  bodies  of  ten 

and  twenty  thousand  agricidtiirists  and  manufacturers  at  a  lime.  The  fol- 
lowing; representation,  made  by  Mr.  Brougliam  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
may  be  taken  as  a  specimen  of  their  condition. 

"  Mr.  Brougham  observed  that  the  weavers,  in  consequ.ence  of  the  reduc- 
tion of  their  wag:es,  were  com])clled  first,  to  part  for  tlieir  sustenance  with 
all  their  trifling  property  by  piece-meal,  from  the  little  furniture  of  their 
cottages  to  the  very  bedding  and  clothes  that  used  to  cover  tliem  from  the 
Aveather.  They  struggled  on  with  hunger,  and  went  to  sleep  at  night-fall, 
upon  the  calculation  that  if  they  worked  an  hour  or  two  later,  they  might  in- 
deed earn  three  halfpence  more,  one  of  which  must  be  paid  for  a  candle,  but 
then  the  clear  gain  of  a  peimy  would  be  too  dearly  bought,  and  leave  them 
less  able  to  work  the  next  day.  To  such  a  frightful  nicety  of  reckoning  are 
human  beings  reduced,  treating  themselves  like  mere  machines,  and  ba- 
lancing the  produce  against  the  tear  and  wear,  so  as  to  obtain  the  maximum 
tliat  their  physical  powers  can  be  made  to  yield!  At  length,  however,  they 
must  succumb;  the  work-house  closes  their  dismal  prospect;  or,  with  a  re- 
luctance that  makes  their  lot  a  thousand  times  more  pitiable,  they  submit 
to  take  parish  relief;  and,  to  sustain  life,  part  with  the  independent  spirit, 
the  best  birthright  of  an  English  peasant." 
t  See  page  28/. 
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sleeping ;  that  idiots  lived  promiscuously  with  the  other  pau-  SECT.  IX. 
pers';  that  the  fowls  and  chickens  were  kept  in  the  pantries 
where  the  food  for  the  poor  was  kept ;  that  they  were  in  ge- 
neral extremely  ill  clothed,  &c.  The  parishes  contracted  with 
individuals  for  keeping  their  poor  at  so  much  a  head,  and  made 
them  thus  victims  of  avaricious  speculation.  It  was  shown 
that  one  individual  farmed  the  poor  of  no  less  than  forty  pa- 
rishes, receiving  six  shillings  a  week  for  each  pauper ;  and 
spending  of  course,  for  the  accom.modation  of  his  guests,  as 
little  as  ])ossible  of  this  stipend.  London  had  eighteen  thou- 
sand poor  in  the  differentvv  ork-houses  inEngland.  I refertothe 
Report  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  Mendicity,  for  a  general 
picture  of  the  condition  of  the  paupers  in  those  work-houses. 

"  Your  committee,"  says  the  Report,  "  cannot  hesitate  to 
suggest  that  there  are  not  in  the  country  a  set  of  beings  more 
immediately  requiring  the  protection  of  the  legislature  than 
the  persons  in  a  state  of  lunacy  and  mendicity,  a  very  large 
proportion  of  ivhom  are  entirely  neglected  by  their  friends  and 
relations.  If  the  treatment  of  those  in  the  middling  or  in  the 
lower  classes  of  life,  shut  up  in  hospitals,  private  mad-houses, 
or  parish  xvork-houses^  is  looked  at,  your  committee  are  per- 
suaded that  a  case  cannot  be  found,  where  the  necessity  for 
a  remedy  is  more  urgent." 

The  details  of  the  Report  recall  to  mind,  but  with  strokes  of 
tenfold  patheticalness,  the  touching  lament  of  the  poet  Crabbe; 

"  Then  too  I  own,  it  grieves  me  to  behold  < 

Those  ever  virtuous,  helpless  now  and  old,  V 

By  all  for  care  and  industry  approv'd,  , 

For  truth  respected,  and  for  temper  lov'd;  ^ 

And  who,  by  sickness  and  misfortune  try'd. 

Gave  Want  its  worth  and  Poverty  its  pride: 

I  own  it  g-rieves  me  to  behold  tlicm  sent 

From  their  old  home  ;  'tis  pain,  'tis  punishment, 

To  leave  each  scene  familiar,  every  face, 

For  a  new  people  and  a  stranger  nice  : 

For  those  who,  sank  in  slolh  and  dead  to  shame, 

From  scenes  of  guilt  witli  daring  spirit  came  ; 

Men,  just  as  guileless,  at  such  manners  start. 

And  bless  their  God  that  time  has  fenc'd  their  heart, 

Confirm'd  their  virtue  and  expell'd  the  fear 

Of  vice  in  minds  so  simple  and  sincere. 
Here  the  good  pauper,  losing  all  the  praise 

By  worthy  deeds  acquir'd  in  better  days. 

Breathes  a  few  months,  then  to  his  chamber  led. 

Expires  while  strangers  prattle  around  his  bed."* 

27.  The  religious  instruction  of  the  slaves  cannot  be  said 
to  be  an  object  of  immediate  care  with  the  majority',  or  any 


*  See  Note  X. 
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great  proportion,  of  the  American  masters ;  but  they  are  far 
from  refusing  them  access  to  it,  in  any  form.  It  is  left  at  the 
option  of  the  negroes  to  frequent  the  churches  and  meeting 
houses,  which,  in  the  country,  have  universally  a  compart- 
ment for  their  occupation.  The  old,  or  infirm,  or  those  whose 
conduct  has  been  exemplary,  are  indulged  with  horses  to 
ride  to  sermons.  They  have,  in  numerous  instances,  houses 
of  worship  for  their  separate  use,  where  individuals  of  their 
own  number,  empowered  by  the  white  elders,  preach,  and 
discharge  the  other  functions  of  the  ministry.  Itinerant  mis- 
sionaries of  the  gospel  have  formed  congregations  of  them  in 
almost  every  district  J  and  though  the  Christian  lecture  cannot 
be  otherwise  than  rare,  and  the  attendance  upon  it  loose,  yet 
enough  is  done  to  leave  a  salutary  impression,  and  to  make 
it  utterly  inconsistent  with  the  truth  to  say  of  them,  w*hatthe 
Quarterlv  Review  says — no  doubt  with  great  truth — of  two- 
thirds  of  the  lower  order  of  people  in  all  the  large  cities  and 
towns  of  England,  and  of  "  the  greatest  part  of  her  manufac- 
turing populace,  and  her  miners  and  colliers," — that  they  live 
as  utterly  ignorant  of  the  doctrines  and  duties  of  Christianity^ 
and  are  as  errant  and  unconverted  Pagans^  as  if  they  had  ex- 
isted in  the  zvildest  part  of  Africa.'*''^ 

South  Carolina  has  had  a  great  share  of  the  obloquy  of  the 
British  travellers,  on  this  subject.  '  Their  outcry  will  not  be  si- 
lenced, but  the  friends  of  justice  and  humanity  will  be  gratified, 
by  the  following  facts  which  I  extract  from  an  oflicial  Report, 
dated  the  14th  June,  1819,  of  a  committee  of  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  the  Bible  Society  of  Charleston,  respecting  the 
progress  and  present  state  of  Religion  in  South  Carolina. 
"  From  the  best  information  the  committee  have  been  able  to 
obtain,  they  find  that  the  Gospel  is  now  preached  to  about  six 
hundred  and  thirteen  congregations  of  Protestant  Christians; 
that  there  are  about  two  hundred  and  ninety-two  ordained 
clergymen  who  labour  amongst  them,  besides  a  considerable 
number  of  domestic  missionaries,  devoted  and  supported  by 
each  denomination,  who  dispense  their  labours  to  such  of  the 
people  as  remain  destitute  of  an  established  ministry.  From 
actual  returns,  and  cautious  estimates  where  such  returns  have 
not  been  obtained,  it  appears  that  in  the  state  there  are  about 
46,000  Protestants  who  receive  the  holy  communion  of  the 
Lord's  supper.  In  the  city  of  Charleston,  upwards  of  one- 
fourth  of  the  communicants  are  slaves  or  free  people  of  colour : 
and  it  is  supposed  that  in  the  other  parts  of  the  state,  the 


*  See  pag-e  288. 


^)roportion  of  such  communicants  may  be  cstlrn-xteci  at  about  SEC'i 
one-eighth.  In  every  church  they  are  freely  aduutte^rl  to  attend^^^^ 
on  Dw'ine service — in  most  of  the  churches  distinct  accf><)imo- 
dations  are  provided  for  them,  and  the  clergy  in  general  mjs^e 
it  a  part  of  their  pastoral  care  to  devote  frequent  and  stated 
seasons  for  the  religious  instruction  of  catecTiumen  froiv- 
amongst  the  black  population.". 

This  train  of  aifairs  in  South  Carolina  is  somewhat  more 
creditable  than  that  in  the  British  West  Indies,  where  scarce- 
ly any  thing  has  been  done  for  the  conversion  of  the  negroes. 
If  we  did  not  see  by  the  statements  of  the  Quarterly  Review 
and  the  parliamentary  papers,  to  what  a  deplorable  extent 
the  initiation  of  the  people  of  England  into  Christianity  has 
been  neglected,'^  we  should  find  it  difficult  to  believe  that 
her  established  church  had,  in  the  course  of  nearly  two  cen- 
turies, attempted  nothing  towards  the  regeneration  of  the 
millions  of  heathens  who  have  been  held  in  bondage  in  her 
islands.  To  this  effect,  however,  is  the  testimony  of  all  the 
best  authorities  concerning  the  affairs  of  those  islands.  Mo- 
ravian missionaries  alone  had  sought  to  introduce  the  light 
of  the  Gospel  among  a  population  requiring  its  lessons  and 
consolations,  more,  perhaps,  than  any  other  on  earth.  At 
length  the  late  Bishop  Porteus  founded  a  "  Society  for  the 
conversion  of  negro  slaves,"  which  has  been  nearly  inopera- 
tive. With  respect  to  the  British  planters  themselves,  it  is 
asserted  in  a  recent  work  entitled  to  full  credit,  that  "  there 
is  not,  and  never  was,  either  worship  or  instruction  of  an}' 
kind  provided  by  them  for  their  numerous  slaves."!  The 
number  of  negroes  in  the  British  W^est  Indies,  baptized  and 
endoctrinated,  bears  no  assignable  proportion  to  those  so 
circumstanced  in  the  United  States. 

28.  The  British  philanthropists,  in  making  their  appeal  in 
favour  of  the  former,  have  seemed  to  consider  every  thing 
as  gained,  if  only  "  the  humblest  and  coarsest  necessaries  of 
life^  the  protection  of  laiv^  and  the  assistance  of  labouring  cattle^ 
could  be  secured  to  them.^  It  is  long  since  so  much  and  more 
has  been  secured  to  the  great  majority  of  the  North  American 
negroes ;  and  the  irresistible  proof  offers  itself  in  the  increase 
of  their  numbers.  The  Edinburgh  Reviewers  would,  with 
all  their  ingenuity,  find  it  difficult  to  reconcile  the  aspersions 


*  See  Note  Y. 

\  Letters  on  the  West  Indies,  by  James  Walker,  London,  1818.  Letter  YI. 
-i  Dickson's  Mitigation  of  Slavery,  Preface. 
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PAR  T  1.  which  thev  cast  upon  the  American  as  the  murderer  andscoW  ' 
'^i^'^''<^>^  ger  of  sUpes^  with  the  fact  that,  according  to  the  rate  of  in- 
crease from  1790  to  1810,  the  number  of  years  required  for 
.  the  duplication  of  our  slave  population  is  only  25.99.  The 
sllowauce  to  be  made  on  account  of  importations,  would  not 
extend  this  term  to  twenty-eight  at  the  utmost,  for  the  natu- 
ral increase.  The  population  of  Great  Britain,  as  appears  by 
authentic  documents,  does  not  double  in  less  than  eighty 
years. Even  in  the  most  unhealthy  districts  of  South  Caro- 
lina, where  rice  is  cultivated,  and  the  labour  of  the  negroes 
comparatively  severe,  thev  do  not  diminish  in  numbers.  A 
benevolent  practice  prevails  among  some  of  the  rice  planters, 
of  paying  to  the  overseers,  in  addition  to  their  regular 
emoluments,  a  certain  sum  per  head,  (usually  ten  dollars) 
for  the  annual  increase  ;  and  it  has  proved  no  insignificant 
source  of  revenue  to  the  latter. 

The  increase  of  the  American  slaves  and  people  of  co- 
lour," says  the  Quarter!}'  Review  of  May,  1819,  "appears  to 
have  been  maviuch  greater  proportion  than  that  of  the  white 
population,  and  it  is  not  improbable,  that  in  a  few  generations, 
the  negro  race  will  exceed  the  whites  in  all  except  the  eastern 
states.    The  number  of  slaves  in  the  United  States,  is  now 
above  two  millions,  and  including  the  free  negroes,  the  black 
population  of  America,  constitutes  more  than  one-fourth  part 
of  the  whole."    If  all  this  were  accurate,  it  would  refute  at 
once  the  tales  which  the  orthodox  journal  has  so  often  repeat- 
ed con  amore.,  respecting  the  treatment  of  that  black  popula- 
A         tion.    It  is  marked,  hov,  ever,  by  the  usual  ignorance,  or  spirit 
W         of  exaggeration,  where  America  is  in  question.  Our  census 
of  1810  teaches,  that,  according  to  the  ratio  of  increase  for 
.  ^  the  twenu^  vears  preceding,  the  number  of  years  required  for 

r  the  duplication  of  the  whites  was  22.48  ;  and  that  required 

for  the  slaves,  as  I  have  mentioned,  25.99.  The  whites  in- 
creased from  1790  to  1810,85.26  per  cent.  ;  the  slaves  70.75. 
The  mere  natural  increase  is  not,  however,  shown  exactly 
by  this  calculation.  We  should  deduct  the  annual  addition 
made  to  the  numbers  of  both  from  without,  which  would 
probablv  leave  the  proportion  the  same.  The  whole  number 
of  slaves  in  1810,  was  1,191,364;  and  of  free  people  of  co- 
lour, 186,466.    Together  they  did  not  equal  one-fourth  of 


*  "It  appears  by  Mr.  Pickman's  tables,"  says  the  Quarterly  Review,  "that 
the  population  of  England  and  Wales  has  nearly  doubled  in  the  hist  hundred 
years,'' — a  term  neai'ly  four  times  longer  than  that  required  for  the  duplica- 
'on  cfthe  American  negroes. 
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the  white  population,  which  was,  5,862,092;  nor  make  but  SEC']',  ix. 
little  more  than  one-sixth  of  the  whole.  At  present,  the  '-^^'^^ 
proportion  must  be  still  less,  as  the  ratio  of  increase  for  the 
white  population  is  undoubtedly  greater.*  In  1810,  the  white 
population  of  the  nine  slave-holding  states  of  that  period, 
amounted  to  2,153,455;  that  of  the  coloured,  free  and  en- 
slaved, to  1,242,862.  The  census  of  1820  will  give  three 
millions  at  least  of  white  population  in  the  slave-holding  coun- 
tries of  the  union;  and  not  more  than  1,700^000  of  black, 
allowing  for  the  addition  made  to  the  number  of  the  last  by 
illicit  importation.  Should  we  admit  the  ratio  of  increase  to 
be  the  same  for  both,  the  political  arithmetician  of  the  Quar- 
terlv  Review  would  find  it  difficult  to  solve  the  problem,  in 
how  many  generations  "  the  negro  race  will  exceed  the  whites," 
especially  if  he  be  confined  to  his  own  limitation — "in  all 
except  the  eastern  states,"  under  which  denomination  he 
could  not  mean  to  include  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois;  con- 
taining nearly  a  million  of  whites,  without  the  alloy  of  a 
slave. 

29.  The  removal  of  considerable  numbers  of  the  slaves 
from  the  old  slave-holding  states,  to  the  south  and  south-west, 
tends  materially  to  increase  the  relative  majority  of  the  whites 
in  those  states,  and  is  likely  to  continue,  so  as  greatly  to  lessen 
the  danger  to  which  they  may  be  held  to  be  exposed.  The 
slaves  emigrate  either  with  their  original  owners,  or  with  per- 
sons of  the  same  or  an  adjoining  state,  to  whom  they  are  sold, 
and  who  purchase  them  for  their  own  use  ;  or  with  the  negTO 
traders^  so  called.  The  greater  number  go  with  the  two 
first  descriptions  of  persons,  to  a  more  fruitful  soil;  to  a  cli-  v 
mate  equally  or  more  favourable  to  their  constitutions ;  alto- 
gether they  suffer  but  little,  if  at  all,  by  the  change  of  position. 
They  are  not,  in  general,  committed  to  a  new  master,  who  is  \ 
unknown ;  or  who  does  not  possess  the  best  testimonials  as  to 
his  views,  and  the  respectability  of  his  character.  It  had  been 
long  the  practice  to  sell  the  intractable  slaves,  and  such  as  were 
guilty  of  crimes,  to  the  traders^  who  disposed  of  them  to  the 
planters  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia.  This  disposition 
even  of  culprits  may  scandalize  the  writers  of  the  Quarterly 
Review ;  but  it  is  not  quite  so  harsh  as  that  of  selling  them  to 


*  The  opcnition  of  it  may  be  undei-stood  from  the  following"  statement. 

In  1790,  for  every  100  free  persons,  there  were       22.13  slaves. 

In  ISOO      .  -        ditto   20.29  do. 

Fa  1810       -       ditto  19.69  do. 
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PART  I.  the  Bey  of  Tripoli*  would  have  been;  nor  worse  than  tlie 
'^-"''"^''^^  transportation  of  the  British  convicts  to  Botany  Bay,  ac- 
cording to  the  description  of  it  which  I  have  already  given 
in  the  language  of  members  of  Parliament  ;f  or  to  the  cha- 
racter of  it  which  is  implied  in  the  following  extract  from 
the  volume  of  Parliamentarv  Debates  for  the  year  1792. 
"  Mr.  Fox  noticed  the  mention  that  had  been  made  of  the 
transportation  of  convicts  to  Botany  Bay,  and  said,  that  the 
hardships  of  the  passage  would  appear  less  extraordinary, 
when  it  was  known,  that  the  transportation  was  undertaken 
by  slave  merchants,  and  slave  captains,  and  that  a  part 
of  the  misery  of  the  convicts  was  the  effect  of  slave  fetters 
being  used  instead  of  those  employed  in  general  for  con- 
victs.":}: 

The  proportion  of  slaves  of  good  character,  whom  the  tra- 
ders obtain,  is  small  comparatively  :  The  severance  or  disper- 
sion of  families  is  by  no  means  so  common  as  might  be  sup- 
posed from  the  tales  of  the  English  travellers.  This  evil  is 
produced  in  England  in  a  hundred  instances  to  one  that  oc- 
curs among  our  negroes,  and  with  tenfold  affliction,  by  the 
extensive  emigration  which  the  public  burdens  occasion,  and 


♦  The  Report  of  the  Parliamentary  proceedings  of  April,  1819,  furnishes 
the  following-. 

"  Mr.  Bennet  said  (House  of  Commons)  he  had  no  high  opinion  of  the 
tender  sympathies  of  ministers  on  these  subjects.  He  had  in  his  recollec- 
tion w  hat  passed  on  the  subject  of  convicts  in  the  year  1789,  when  they  were 
first  sent  out ;  when  (the  house  would  scarcely  believe  it)  it  -was proposed  and 
discussed  in  the  Privy  Council,  ivhether  the  convicts  at  that  time  shoidd  not  be  sold  to 
the  Bey  of  Tripoli  as  slaves  !  This  proposition  (the  proposition  of,  as  we  under- 
stood. Lord  Auchland)  was  considf^red,  tliough  of  course  rejected ;  thoug-h 
it  sliowed  how  little  disposed  the  government  were  at  that  time  to  attend  to 
the  situation  of  the  convicts.  At  the  same  time,  a  ship  tliat  was  sent  out 
with  them  had  not  any  settled  destination  ;  and  the  sentences  of  some  of  the 
convicts  had  expired  before  they  reached  the  colony  to  which  they  were  at 
*  length  consigned." 

f  See  page  304. 

^  "  From  the  year  1785  to  1801,  of  3833  convicts  embarked,  385  died  on 
board  the  transports,  being  nearly  one  in  ten."  0'JIara\-  History  of  JV.  S. 
Wales.  . 

"  The  difRculties,  which  for  a  long  course  of  years  attended  the  plan  for  l- 
sending  our  convicts  to  New  South  Wales,  gave  rise  to  the  convict  establish^ 
jnents  at  Woolwick,  Sheerness,  and  Portsmouth :  where  great  numbers  of 
criminals  were  crowded  together  to  await  the  hour  of  their  deportation,  un- 
der circumstances  of  the  most  afflicting  nature ;  many,  who  have  been  sen- 
tenced to  transportation,  having  passed  the  wiiolc  period  of  their  punishment 
in  a  state  of  wretched  and  useless  imprisonment  at  home.  Such  was  then 
tlie  condition  of  these  establishments,  that  they  were  pronounced  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  by  one  of  tlie  best  and  greatest  men  that  ever  entered 
its  walls,  to  be  a  hot  bed  of  vice  and  -^cickedness.'^    Hoscoe,  Observaiions  on  > 

■  ■    /     •  r.',  1819. 
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tKe  operation  of  the  poor  laws  ;  to  say  nothing  of  the  cases  so  SECT.  IX. 
common  in  time  of  war,  of  seamen  impressed  when  returning  v^"v'"N*/ 
from  distant  voyages,  and  that  even  without  being  allowed 
the  comfort  of  seeing  their  families. 

Kidnapping  is  frequent ;  but  the  states  have  universally- 
subjected  it  to  the  severest  penalties  ;  some  of  them  to  that  of 
death.  As  great  an  abhorrence  for  it  pervades  the  whole 
country,  as  any  crime  can  be  supposed  to  excite  among  a 
moral  people.  The  flagellation  of  the  slaves  for  misdemeanors, 
or  from  the  impulses  of  anger,  or  churlishness  in  the  masters, 
is,  no  doubt,  too  common  ;  but  it  would  be  every  way  unjust 
to  judge  of  the  conduct  of  the  Americans  in  this  respect,  by 
what  passes  in  the  West  Indies.  In  the  use  of  the  lash 
the  discipline  of  the  southern  plantations  is  contradistin- 
guished from  that  of  the  West  Indian,  as  much  as  in  the  de- 
gree of  labour  and  the  supply  of  food.  Public  opinion, 
and  all  the  other  causes  of  reformation  which  I  have  no- 
ticed, operate  equallv  in  this  matter.  But  it  is  not  for  an 
Englishman  to  complain  of  the  use  of  the  lash  among  fo- 
reigners. The  hysterical  indignation  of  the  British  Reviewers 
and  travellers  on  this  head,  appears  even  ludicrous,  when  we 
advert  to  the  fact,  that  no  nation  employs  the  scourge  more  se- 
verely or  generally  than  the  British.  Education  with  her  is  con- 
ducted with  the  birch;  whipping  is  almost  her  sum  of  discipline 
in  the  army  and  navy;  the  seaman  is  flogged  from  ship  to  ship; 
the  soldier,  tied  up  to  the  halberds  and  exposed  in  the  most 
shameful  and  ignominious  manner,  dies  under  the  stripes  of  the 
drummer,  or  is  withdrawn  only  when  the  surgeon  who  watches 
his  ebbing  pulse,  declares  that  nature  can  bear  no  more.  The 
number  of  apprentices  in  Great  Britain  is,  probably,  little  less 
than  that  of  our  negroes ;  corporal  punishment  is  as  familiarly  *  • 

inflicted  upon  them,  and  as  frequently  to  a  brutal  excess  :  I 
attest  the  Old  Bailey  calendar,  when  I  assert,  that  they 
are  oftener  maimed  and  murdered  by  the  hand  of  the  mas- 
ter. So  horrid  and  multiplied  were  the  enormities  of  this 
kind,  which  accident  or  private  feeling  brought  to  light,  that 
the  legislature  was  compelled  to  interfere  ;  but  with  how  little 
effect  the  records  of  the  Assizes  and  the  tenor  of  the  late 
Parliamentary  Reports,  will  show.  In  short,  there  is  no  form 
of  human  suffering  which  an  Englishman  is  so  much  accus- 
tomed to  witness,  to  hear  and  to  read  of,  in  his  own  countrj", 
as  flagellation  in  all  its  varieties  and  degrees.  I  do  not  wish 
to  pursue  this  odious  topic,  on  which  reprisals  might  have  no 
end,  further  than  to  quote  a  passage  of  some  significancy  from 
Vol.  L~3  G  «  •/ 
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PA«T  1.  a  iate  and  excellent  work  of  Mr.  Roscoe  of  Liverpool. 

^-^'^^^^^  "  It  has  frequently  been  observed,  with  some  degree  of  exul- 
tation, that  torture  is  not  permitted  in  this  country.  If  b}- 
torture  be  meant  the  subjecting  a  person  to  the  rack,  for  the 
purpose  of  compelling  him  to  give  evidence,  or  to  confess  an 
imputed  crime,  this  country  is  certainly  not  chargeable  with 
so  diabolical  a  practice.  But,  if  the  lacerating  and  scourging 
the  person  of  an  individual,  as  a  punishment  for  his  offences, 
be  torture^  it  is  a  proceeding  not  only  well  known  to  our  laws, 
hut  of  frequent  occurrence.  There  are,  in  fact,  few  mutilations 
or  sufferings  to  which  the  human  frame  can  be  subjected,  that 
have  not,  in  this  countr3',  "^^  time  or  another,  been  resort- 
ed to,  as  a  punishment  for  offenders  ;  nor  does  there  appear  to 
be  any  obstruction,  other  than  such  as  arises  from  the  more 
improved  and  humanized  spirit  of  the  times,  to  similar  pun- 
ishments being  again  inflicted  ;  but  independent  of  these  bar- 
barities, the  use  of  the  whip  is  general  throughout  the  prisons 
of  the  kingdom,  where  prisoners,  for  small  offences,  are 
whipped  and  dischargedP^ 

Those  advertisements  for  the  recovery  of  runaways,  which 
are  copied  into  the  English  Reviews,  and  books  of  Travels, 
with  exclamations  of  such  horror  and  reproof,  as  though  Eng- 
lish newspapers  contained  nothing  to  chafe  the  feelings  of 
humanity,  and  rouse  the  spirit  of  freedom,  are  incident  to  the 
existence  itself  of  negro  slavery  ;  and  I  think  I  have  shown 
that  this  is  an  evil  which  could  neither  be  avoided  nor  remov- 
ed by  America.  Negroes  cannot  be  held  as  property,  Avithout 
being  subject  to  alienation.  A  mortmain  would  be  impracti- 
cable, and  if  it  could  be  established,  mischievous  to  all  par- 
ties. The  proclamation  of  the  intention  to  sell,  while  it  gives 
effect  to  the  necessary  and  useful  right  of  alienation,  affords 
the  subject  of  it  a  better  chance  of  being  transferred  into  good 
hands.  At  all  events,  it  is  an  inevitable  incident  of  an  inevi- 
table institution.  Slaves  who  abscond  from  the  master  must 
be  reclaimed,  or  there  would  be  an  end  to  all  slavery  in  the 
most  mischievous  of  all  forms  of  abolition.  Without  the  aid 
of  the  public,  the  master  would  be  unable  to  recover  the  fugi- 
tive. And  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  latter  is,  quite  as  often, 
a  delinquent  seeking  independence  for  the  sake  of  licentious- 
ness, or  from  a  refractory  disposition,  as  a  victim  escaping  the 
exactions  of  avarice,  or  the  lash  of  tyranny.  Unfortunately, 
the  character  of  the  negro  race  with  us,  and  indeed  the  charac- 
ter which  is  produced  in  all  cases  of  bondage,  might  warrant 
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ii  presumption  more  unfavourable  to  the  slave.   His  flight  is,  SECT.  IX. 
in  a  general  point  of  view,  a  violation  of  the  order  of  society-,  ^^^^"^^"^^ 
which  it  is  the  interest,  and,  abstractedly,  the  duty,  of  every 
citizen  to  repress  and  correct. 

The  Quarterlv  Review  of  Mav,  1819,  after  transcribing 
from  Fearon's  Travels  a  couple  of  plain  advertisements  of 
negroes  Jor  sale  or  hire^  which  that  missionary  had  extracted 
from  a  New  York  paper,  proceeds  thus — "  What,  subjoins 
IMr.  Fearon  with  an  amiable  warmth,  should  ive  say,  if  in 
England  we  saw  such  advertisements  in  the  Times  news- 
paper t  Should  xve  not  conclude  that  freedom  existed  onlv  in 
words?  Such  would,  indeed,  be  a  legitimate  conclusion." — 
Alas,  then,  for  the  freedom  of  England  herself,  as  late  as 
1772,  notwithstanding  the  boasts  of  the  Britons  of  that  day! 
Clarkson  and  Granville  Sharp  have  kept  a  record  Vv^hich,  upon 
the  principles  of  IMr.  Fearon  and  the  Quarterly  Review,  in- 
validates all  their  pretensions.  Clarkson,  having  mentioned 
the  opinion  given  in  1729,  bv  the  great  lav/  officers  of  the 
crown — that  a  slave  coming  from  the  West  Indies  into  Great 
Britain  did  not  become  free,  and  that  the  master  might  legal- 
ly compel  him  to  return  again  to  the  plantations, — makes  the 
following  statement; 

"  The  cruel  and  illegal  opinion  was  delivered  in  the  year 
1729.  The  planters,  merchants,  and  others,  gave  it  of  course 
all  the  publicity  in  their  power.  And  the  consequences  were 
as  might  easily  have  been  apprehended.  In  a  little  time  slaves 
absconding  were  advertised  in  the  London  papers  as  runa- 
ways, and  rewards  offered  for  the  apprehension  of  them,  in 
the  same  brutal  manner  as  v/e  find  them  advertised  in  the  , 
land  of  slavery.  They  were  advertised  also,  in  the  same  pa- 
pers, to  be  sold  by  auction,  sometimes  by  themselves,  and  at 
others  with  horses,  chaises,  and  harness.  They  were  seized 
also  by  their  masters,  or  by  persons  employed  by  them,  in  the 
very  streets,  and  dragged  from  thence  to  the  ships ;  and  so 
unprotected  now  were  these  poor  slaves,  that  persons  in  no 
wise  concerned  with  them  began  to  institute  a  trade  in  their 
persons,  making  agreements  with  captains  of  ships  going  to 
the  West  Indies  to  put  them  on  board  at  a  certain  price." 

Granville  Sharp,  unmindful,  like  the  British  Reviewers, 
that  the  domestic  slavery  which  Britain  had  planted  in  our 
soil,  and  so  assiduously  cultivated,  could  not  be  excinded, 
nor  divested  of  its  essential  properties,  also  suffered  him- 
self to  be  fired  by  some  New  York  advertisements.  When 
he  has  recited  them,  in  his  "  Representation  of  the  Injus° 
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PART  I.  tice  of  Slavery,"*  he  proceeds,  however,   in  a  differen-t 

"  But  hold!  perhaps  the  Americans  may  be  able,  with  too 
much  justice,  to  retort  this  severe  reflection,  and  may  refer 
us  to  newspapers  published  even  in  the  free  city  of  London, 
which  contain  advertisements,  not  less  dishonourable  than 
their  own.  See  the  following  advertisement  in  the  PubliC' 
Ledger  of  31st  December,  1761. 

"  rOR  SALE, 

"  A  healthy  Negro  Girl,  aged  about  15  years;  speaks 
good  English,  works  at  her  needle,  washes  well,  does  house- 
hold work,  and  has  had  the  small  pox.  By  I.  W.  &c." 

Another  advertisement,  not  long  ago,  offered  a  reward  for 
stopping  a  female  slave  who  had  left  her  mistress  in  Hatton 
Garden.  And  in  the  Gazetteer  of  18th  April,  1769,  ap- 
peared a  very  extraordinary  advertisement,  with  the  follow- 
ing title. 

"  HORSES,  TIM  WHISKEY,  AND  BLACK  BOY. 

"  To  be  sold,  at  the  Bull  and  Gate  Inn,  Holborn,  a  very 
good  Tim  Whiskey,  little  the  worse  for  wear,  &c."  After- 
wards, "  A  chesnut  Gelding." — Then,  "  A  very  good  grey 
Mare." — And  last  of  all,  (as  if  of  the  least  consequence)  "  A 
well  made  good  tempered  Black  Boy ;  he  has  lately  had  the 
small  pox,  and  will  be  sold  to  any  gentleman.  Enquire  as 
above." 

Another  advertisement  in  the  same  paper,  contains  a  very 

particular  description  of  a  negro  man,  called  Jeremiah  

and  concludes  as  follows : — "  Whoever  delivers  him  to  captain 
M — u — y,  on  board  the  Elizabeth,  at  Prince's  stairs,  Rother- 
hithe,  on  or  before  the  31st  instant,  shall  receive  thirty  guineas 
reward,  or  ten  guineas  for  such  intelligence  as  shall  enable 
the  captain  or  his  master,  effectually  to  secure  him." 

"  A  Creole  Black  Boy  is  also  offered  to  sale  in  the  Daily 
Advertiser  of  the  same  date." 

"  Besides  these  instances,  the  Americans  may  perhaps 
taunt  us  with  the  shameful  treatment  of  a  poor  negro  servant, 
who  not  long  ago  was  put  up  to  sale  by  public  auction,  toge- 
ther with  the  effects  of  his  bankrupt  master. — Also,  that  the 
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prisons  of  this  free  city  have  been  frequently  prostituted  of  SECT.  IX. 
late  by  the  tyrannical  and  dangerous  practice  of  confining 
negroes,  under  the  pretence  of  slavery,  though  there  has  been 
no  warrant  whatsoever  for  their  commitment." 

It  may  be  said  that  these  practices  were  arrested  in  Eng- 
land. They  were  indeed,  and  so  have  they  been  wherever 
this  could  be  done,  in  the  United  States.  But  they  were 
more  wanton  and  malignant  in  that  country,  since  they  did 
not  spring  out  of  a  general  and  long  established  system  of 
slavery;  and  they  show  how  the  people  of  England  would 
have  acted,  if  the  old  law  had  not  proved  to  be,  on  laborious 
investigation,  peremptory  upon  the  subject.  The  Britisli 
merchant,  however,  continued  to  fit  out  his  ship  at  Liver- 
pool, or  London,  for  the  coast  of  Africa  ;  the  British  factory 
supplied  him  with  troops  of  kidnapped  negroes  ;  his  captain 
transported  them,  with  every  refinement  of  cruelty,  to  the 
British  West  Indies,  and  there  advertised  and  sold  them,  un- 
der the  sanction  of  the  British  government,  in  the  name  of 
his  owner,  a  great  stickler,  perhaps,  for  liberty  and  universal 
emancipation ;  who  railed  each  day  against  American  incon- 
sistency and  barbarity  in  holding  and  advertising  slaves,  and 
repeated  complacentlv  the  well  known  verses  of  Cowper, 

slaves  cannot  breathe  in  England,"  &c. 

30.  We  do  not  deny,  in  America,  that  great  abuses  and  evils^ 
accompany  our  negro  slavery.  The  plurality  of  the  leading 
men  of  the  southern  states,  are  so  well  aware  of  its  pestilent  \ 
genius,  that  they  would  be  glad  to  see  it  abolished,  if  this  were 
feasible  with  benefit  to  the  slaves,  and  without  inflicting  on 
the  country,  injury  of  such  magnitude  as  no  community  has 
ever  voluntarily  incurred.  While  a  really  practicable  plan  of 
abolition  remains  undiscovered,  or  undetermined  ;  and  while 
the  general  conduct  of  the  Americans  is  such  only  as  neces- 
sarily results  from  their  situation,  they  are  not  to  be  arraigned 
for  this  institution.  If, — as  I  have  no  doubt  is  the  case, — it 
produces  here  much  less  misery  and  vice,  than  it  produces 
in  the  other  countries  which  are  cursed  with  it,  it  fur- 
nishes occasion  rather  for  praise  than  blame.  The  native 
Americans  claim  the  distinction  of  abusing  less  the  dangerous 
power  with  which  it  invests  the  slave-holder  ;  of  consulting 
more  the  comfort  and  general  welfare  of  its  victims  ;  than  the 
foreigners,  Britons  not  excepted,  who  so  readily  participate  in 
that  power  on  associating  themselves  to  this  nation.  We  are 
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PART  I.  told  by  an  English  writer,  Ramsay,^  who  is  supported  in  the 
^o-'''*^^^^  assertion  by  Edwards,  that,  with  respect  to  the  West  India 
slavery,  "  adventurers  from  Europe  are  universally  more 
cruel  and  morose  towards  the  slaves  than  the  Creoles  or  na- 
tive West  Indians."  The  analogy  is  perfect  in  our  case,  and 
of  notoriety.  It  is  a  m^atter  of  old  experience  in  Virginia 
and  the  Carolinas  ;  and  the  American  planter  appears  to  like 
advantage  atpresent  in  Louisiana,  inthe  contrast,  on  this  head, 
with  the  French  and  Spanish,  who  have  pursued,  but  who  are 
gradually  abandoning  under  the  salutary  influence  of  our 
political  and  social  spirit,  an  hereditary  system  of  rigour. 

In  admitting  the  deformity  and  evil  of  our  negro  slavery, 
we  are  far  from  acknowledging,  that  any  nation  of  Europe  is 
entitled,  upon  a  general  comparison  between  our  situation  as 
it  is  thus  unluckily  modified,  and  her  own,  with  all  appen- 
dages and  ingredients,  to  assign  to  herself  the  pre-eminence 
in  felicity,  virtue,  or  wisdom.  On  the  contrary,  we  know  ®f 
none  with,  which  we  v/ould  make  a  general  exchange  of  "  in- 
stitutions," and  are  assured  that  there  is  none,  whose  mode  of 
being  on  the  whole,  is  not  much  more  unfavourable  than  ours, 
to  the  attainment  of  the  great  ends  of  society.  Who  can 
say  that  the  negro  slavery  of  these  states,  combined  even  with 
every  other  spring  of  ill  existing  among  us,  occasions,  propor- 
tionably,  as  much  of  suifering,  immorality,  and  vileness,  as  the 
unequal  distribution  of  wealth  and  the  distinctions  of  rank, 
the  manufacturing  system,  the  penal  code,  the  taxes,  the 
tythes,  the  poor  rates,  the  impressment  in  England  ?  Are  there 
not  as  many  of  her  inhabitants,  as  the  "whole  number  of  our 
blacks^?iS  effectually  "  disfranchised  ;"  as  entirely  uninstruct- 
ed;  in  the  last  stage  of  penury  and  distress  ;  whose  physical 
condition  universally,  is  hardly  better  than  that  of  the  most 
lowly  plantation  slave,  and  who  are  heart-struck  and  broken- 
spirited,  if  not  hardened  and  enraged  ? 

Let  us  examine  for  a  moment  how  the  case  stands  with  the 
people  of  England,  as  to  one  of  the  worst  of  the  effects,  with 
which  our,  and  all  other  domestic  slavery,  is  properly  re- 
proached,— the  abasement  of  the  human  character.  Lord 
Sheffield  is  a  witness  who  will  never  be  suspected  of  a  dispo- 
sition to  disparage  his  country.  In  1818,  he  published  a 
pamphlet,  entitled  Observations  on  the  Poor  Laws ;  which 
contains  the  following,  among  other  striking  representations  : 
"  There  is  much  truth  in  the  remark  that  a  small  additional 
increase  of  the  assessments  would,  in  many  instances,  render 
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the.  land  productive  of  no  rent  at  all.  The  very  aggravated  SECT.  IX. 
situation  of  our  little  farmers  is  deplorable  ;  it  is  ruinous."  v.^'v^W 

"  In  many  parishes,  three-fourths,  sometimes  four-fifths 
of  the  parish,  actually  receive  relief ;  the  greatest  part  of  the 
population  have  become  beggars,  and  often  insolently  insist 
upon  relief,  depending  rather  upon  their  clamorous  demands 
than  on  their  industrv,  foresight,  or  economy." 

"  The  prevailing  abuses  have  brought  the  country  to  such 
a  pass,  and  have  so  demoralized  and  vitiated  a  great  propor- 
tion of  the  people^  that,  notwithstanding  the  ruinous  expense 
incurred  by  the  poor  rates,  the  misery  of  the  lower  ranks  is 
so  far  from  being  alleviated,  that  it  is  virtually  created  and 
extended  by  it." 

In  the  House  of  Commons,  March  3d,  1818,  Mr.  Curvv^en 
said,  that  the  inadequacy  of  wages  and  the  practice  of  sup- 
plying the  deficiency  of  them  from  the  parish  funds,  had  de- 
troyed  the  spirit  of  independence  among  the  poor?"*  In  the 
month  of  March  of  the  year  preceding.  Lord  Castlereagh  re- 
marked to  the  house,  that  "  it  must  be  aware  that  a  great 
proportion  of  the  wages  of  the  country  was  paid  out  of  the 
poor  rates."  On  the  19th  May,  1819,'Lord  J.  Russel  said, 
in  the  same  place,  "  he  must  refer  to  the  conduct  of  the  mi- 
nistry on  the  important  subject  of  the  poor  laws,  the  discus- 
sion of  which  subject  not  one  of  his  majesty's  ministers  had 
attended.  A  lamented  friend  of  his,  whose  loss  w^as  felt 
every  day  more  and  more — he  meant  Mr.  Horner — had  ob- 
served that  by  the  present  poor  laws,  the  people  were  return-  * 
ing  fast  to  a  state  of  villeinage.  The  observation  was  true  ; 
they  were  returning  to  a  state  of  villeinage^  and  to  a  state  oi 
villeinage  that  was  incalculably  more  dangerous  that  that  Vs. 
v,-hich  existed  six  centuries  ago  in  an  age  of  darkness  and  ^ 
superstition.  Sorry  was  he  to  say  that  the  once  manly 
peasantry  of  this  country,  were  now  becoming  lazy  and  riot- 
ous, and  disrespectful  to  their  superiors,  and  that  they  were 
beginning  to  look  up  to  the  laws  with  no  other  view  than 
that  of  obtaining  by  them  a  temporary  subsistence." 

We  have  the  curious  confession  of  Lord  Sidmouth,  made 
in  the  House  of  Peers,  on  the  3d  June,  1818,  that  "  it  v>^as 
notorious  the  dread  of  transportation  had  almost  subsided, 
and  perhaps  had  been  succeeded  by  the  desire  to  emigrate  to 
Nerv  South  WalesP  This  desire,  which  indicates  so  clearly 
the  state  of  things  at  home,  would  not  appear,  however,  to 
have  been  always  indulged.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Fry,  in  her 
evidence  before  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on 
the  state  of  the  prisons,  mentioned  that  "  several  persons., 
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PART  L  husbands  in  anxiety  to  follow  their  wives,  and  vice  versa,  were 
■-^"""^^  induced  to  commit  crimes.  She  instanced  one  woman  who 
lately  suffered  death,  viz.  Charlotte  Newman,  actuated  by  a 
desire  to  follow  her  husband  to  Botany  Bay,  who  had  com- 
mitted the  same  offence  ;  but  it  was  thought  proper  to  make 
an  example  of  her,  and  she  tvas  executed 

I  could  produce  lamentations  without  end,  uttered  in  Par- 
liament and  in  the  British  pamphlets  on  domestic  affairs,  re- 
specting this  prostration  of  character  among  the  body  of  the 
English  people.  It  is  one  view  of  the  state  of  society  in  Great 
Britain,  which  excites  grief  and  commisseration  ;  but  there 
are  numberless  others  which  fill  the  mind  with  horror,  and 
bring  unequalled  disgrace  upon  human  nature.  The  extent 
and  variety  of  the  disorder,  corruption,  oppression,  and  bar- 
barity i  in  short,  of  every  species  of  guilt,  misery,  and  degra- 
dation, which  we  find  unveiled  in  the  late  Parliamentary  Re- 
ports concerning  the  poor  laws  ;  the  state  of  the  prisons  ;  the 
lunatic  asylums,  and  work-houses  ;  the  charitable  trusts ;  the 
mendicity  and  vagrancy,  particularly  of  London  ;  the  igno- 
rance of  the  lower  orders  ;  the  administration  of  the  penal 
code, — could  not  be  believed,  if  they  were  not  so  authenti- 
cated ;  and  can  as  yet  scarcely  be  conceived  to  exist  in  a 
community  professing  to  be  well  governed,  and  styling  itself 
the  "best  and  most  enlightened"  in  the  world.*  America 
;v  will  be  content  to  admit  all  that  British  travellers  have  writ- 
■|  ten  of  her  negro  slavery ;  to  "  hold  each  strange  tale  de- 
voutly true  and  then  to  stand  the  comparison  with  Great 
Britain,  provided  the  disclosures  of  those  Reports,  the  prac- 
tice of  impressment,  the  system  of  discipline  in  the  army  and 
navy,  the  proceedings  during  the  suspension  of  the  habeas 
corpus  act,  the  excise,  and  the  hulks,  be  kept  in  view  by  the 
umpire. 


*  See  Note  Z. 
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(XOTE  A.  p.  35.) 

TflE  character  of  the  American  Indians  is  too  apt  to  be  underrated  PART  I. 
vy  the  historians,  and  tlie  proper  degree  of  credit  to  be,  therefore,  v.^-v^,^ 
withheld  from  the  European  settlers  in  North  America,  as  regards  the 
issue  of  the  struggle,    I  select  from  writers,  who  may  be  considered  as 
of  the  highest  authority,  some  general  views  of  Indian  hostilities. 

"  The  Indians,"  says  Ramsay,  in  his  History  of  South  Carolina,  "  in 
their  military  capacity,  were  not  so  inferior  to  the  whites  as  some  may 
imagine.  The  superiority  of  muskets  over  bows  and  arrows,  manHi;ed 
by  Indians,  in  a  woody  country,  is  not  great.  The  savage,  quick-sighted 
and  accustomed  to  perpetual  watchfulness,  springs  from  his  hiding 
place,  behind  a  bush,  and  surprises  his  enemy  WMth  the  pointed  arrow 
before  he  is  aware  of  danger.  He  ranges  through  the  trackless  forest 
like  the  beasts  of  prey,  and  safely  sleeps  under  the  same  canopy  with 
the  wolf  and  bear.  His  vengeance  is  concealed,  till  he  sends  the  tidings 
in  the  fatal  blow." 

"  The  Indians  go  to  war,"  says  Franklin,  in  his  Canada  Pamphlet, 
"  as  they  call  it,  in  small  parties,  from  fifty  men  down  to  five.  Their 
hunting  life  has  made  thena  acquainted  with  the  whole  country,  and 
scarce  any  part  of  it  is  impracticable  to  such  a  party.  They  can  travel 
through  the  woods  even  by  night,  and  know  how  to  conceal  their  tracks. 
They  pass  easily  between  your  forts  undiscovered  ;  and  privately  ap- 
proach the  settlements  of  your  frontier  inhabitants.  They  need  no 
convoys  of  provisions  to  follow  them  ;  for  whether  they  are  shifting 
from  place  to  place  in  the  woods,  er  lying  in  wait  for  an  opportunity  to 
strike  a  blow,  every  thicket  and  stream  furnishes  so  small  a  number 
with  sufficient  subsistence.  When  they  have  surprised  separately,  and 
murdered  and  scalped  a  dozen  families,  they  are  gone  with  inconceiv- 
able expedition  through  unknown  wavs  :  and  it  is  very  rare  that  pur- 
suers have  any  chance  of  coming  up  with  them." 

PmmalVs  Administration  of  tlie  Colonies. 

"Our  American  frontiers,"  says  governor  Pownall,  in  his  Adminis- 
tration of  the  Colonies,  "  from  the  nature  of  advancing  settlements, 
dispersed  along  the  branches  of  the  upper  parts  of  oiir  rivers,  and 
scattered  in  the  disunited  vallies,  amidst  the  mountains,  must  be  always 
unguarded,  and  defenceless  against  the  incursions  of  Indiars.  And 
were  we  a'.jle,  under  an  Indian  war,  to  advance  our  settlements  yet  far- 
ther, they  would  be  advanced  up  to  the  very  dens  of  those  savages.  A 
settler,  whollv  intent  on  labouring  on  the  soil,  cannot  stand  to  his  arii)s, 
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nor  defend  liimseif  against,  nor  seek  his  enemy.  Environed  with  weeds 
and  swamps,  he  knows  nothing  of  the  country  beyond  his  farm.  Tlie 
Indian  knows  every  spot  for  ambush  or  defence.  The  farmer,  driven 
from  his  httle  culiured  lot  into  the  woods,  is  lost:  the  Indian  in  the 
woods  is  every  where  at  home  ;  every  bush,  every  thicket,  is  a  camp  to 
the  Indian,  from  whence  at  the  very  moment  when  he  is  sure  of  his  blow, 
he  can  rush  upon  his  prey.  The  farmer's  cow  or  his  horse  cannot  go 
into  the  woods,  where  alone  they  must  subsist :  his  wife  and  cliildren, 
if  they  shut  themselves  up  in  their  poor  wretched  log-house,  will  be 
burned  in  it:  and  the  husbandmen  in  tlie  field  will  be  shot  down  while 
his  hands  hold  the  plough.  An  European  settler  can  make  but  mo- 
mentary efforts  of  war,  in  hopes  to  gain  some  pointy  that  he  may  by  it 
obtain  a  series  of  security,  under  which  to  work  his  lands  in  peace. 
The  Indian's  whole  life  is  a  warfare,  and  his  operations  never  discon- 
tinued. In  short,  our  frontier  settlements  must  ever  lie  at  the  mercy  of 
the  savages :  and  a  settler  is  the  natural  prey  to  an  Indian,  whose  sole 
occupation  is  war  and  hunting.  To  the  countries,  circumstanced  as  our 
colonies  are,  an  Indian  is  the  most  dreadful  of  enemies.  For,  in  a  war 
with  Indians,  no  force  whatever  can  defend  our  frontiers  from  being  a 
constant  wretched  scene  of  conflagrations,  and  of  the  most  shocking 
murders.  Whereas,  on  the  contrary,  our  temporary  expeditions  against 
these  Indians,  even  if  successful,  can  do  these  wanderers  little  harm. 
Every  article  of  their  property  is  portable,"  Sec. 

"  The  Indians,"  says  Loskiel,  in  his  History  of  the  Indian  Missions, 
"  need  not  much  provocation  to  begin  a  war  with  the  white  people  ;  a 
trifling  occurrence  may  easily  furnish  a  pretence.  They  frequently 
first  determine  upon  war,  and  then  wait  a  convenient  opportunity,  to 
find  reasons  for  it :  nor  are  they  much  at  a  loss  to  find  them. 

"It  has  occasioned  much  surprise,  that  notwithstanding  the  prevail- 
ing fear  of  the  Six  Nations,  lest  the  Europeans  should  become  too 
powerful,  they  have  sold  them  one  tract  of  land  after  the  other.  Some 
thought  it  was  done  merely  for  the  sake  of  the  presents  of^ered  by  the 
purchasers.  But  experience  has  shown,  that  this  settling  of  land  proved 
the  best  pretence  for  a  war.  For  when  the  white  people  had  settled 
upon  the  purchased  territory,  they  drove  them  away  again.  They  have 
frequently  continued  their  hostilities  against  the  white  people,  even 
during  the  settling  of  the  peace,  or  renewed  them  soon  after.  In  such 
a  critical  juncture,  the  Europeans  cannot  sufficiently  guard  against  the 
Indians,  especially  against  the  Iroquois.  They  will  treat  a  white  person, 
who  is  ignorant  of  their  evil  designs,  with  all  apparent  civihty,  and 
give  him  victuals  and  drink,  but  before  he  is  aware,  cleave  his  skull  with 
an  hatchet." 


(XOTE  B.  p.  42.) 

Thb  first  constitution  of  South  Carolina  was  framed  by  Locke,  M. 
Verplank,  in  the  beautiful  Anniversary  Discourse,  from  which  [  have 
made  a  long  extract  in  the  text,  celebrates  him  among  "the  illustrious 
dead,  the  rich  fruits  of  whose  labours  we  are  now  enjoying  ;"  as  one  of 
the  original  legislators  of  the  country,  who  gave  to  our  political  charac- 
ter its  first  impulse  and  direction."  It  appears  to  me,  that  the  great 
philosopher  is  not  entitled  to  these  distinctions,  as  far,  at  least,  as  his 
fundamental  constitutions  for  Carolina  are  concerned.  M.  Verplank,  in 
claiming  for  them  "wan?/ excellent  provisions,"  acknowledges  that  they 
were  "in  all  respects,  unnecessarily  complicated  and  artificial."  I  see 
but  two  provisions  in  them  worthy  of  particular  approbation—to  wit. 
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the  biennial  parliament,  and  the  perfect  freedom  in  religion.  On  the  P^^KT  I. 
whole,  it  is  wonderful  how  Locke,  so  practical  and  sober  in  his  specu-  w^^n'-^^ 
lations  g-enerally,  could  have  tullen  upon  a  scheme  of  government  so 
fanciful,  and  indeed  so  preposterous,  when  viewed  in  reference  to  the 
character  and  situation  of  the  colonists  for  whom  it  was  inicnded.  "No- 
thing," says  Chalmers,  "can  show  more  clearly  the  fallibility  of  the 
human  understanding  than  the  singular  fate  of  these  constitutions.  Dis- 
covered  instantly  to  be  wholly  inapplicable  to  ih/e  circumstances  of  an 
inconsiderable  colony,  and  in  a  variety  of  cases,  to  be  altogether  im- 
practicable, they  were  immediately  changed.  The  identity  of  them 
was  debated  by  those  to  whom  they  were  offered  as  a  rule  of  conduct^ 
because  they  I:ad  not  been  consulted  in  the  formation  of  them.  They 
gave  rise  to  the  greatest  disscntions,  which  long  distracted  the  province, 
and  engendered  civil  discord.  And,  after  a  little  period  of  years,  the 
whole,  found  inconvenient  and  even  dangerous,  were  laid  aside,  and  a 
much  simpler  form  established."* 

Locke,"  adds  this  author,  "  was,  in  the  year  1670,  created  a  land- 
grave, as  a  reward  for  his  services  ;  and,  like  the  other  Carolinian  no- 
bles created  under  this  constitution,  would  have  been  consigned  to 
oblivion,  but  for  those  writings  that  have  enlightened  the  world,  while 
they  have  immortalized  himself"  Those  admirable  writings  had,  un- 
doubtedly, a  sensible  influence  over  the  minds  of  the  American  legisla- 
tors of  a  subsequent  period.  Their  impress  is  distinguishable  in  our 
present  federal  constitution  particularly.  His  fundamental  principles 
were,  however,  embodied  in  political  statutes,  and  put  into  steady  ac- 
tion, in  the  midst  of  the  North  American  wilderness,  even  before  the 
era  of  his  birth.  If  we  compare  his  constitutions  for  Carolina  with 
those  which  the  New  England  settlers  framed  for  themselves,  we  will 
not  have  much  to  complain  of  "  the  fallibility  of  the  human  understand- 
ing," as  to  mock  at  the- pride  of  philosophy,  and  to  question  the  compe- 
tency of  the  highest  talents  in  speculation,  to  the  business  of  devising 
the  true  rule  of  action  for  communities  of  men.  I'he  French  phi- 
losophers succeeded  for  their  country,  no  better  than  Locke  for 
Carohna :  Jeremy  Bentham's  "  Codification"  is  a  master-piece  of  ab- 
surdity, &c. 


(NOTE  C.  p.  48.) 

The  body  of  Roman  Catholic  gentlemen,  who  settled  Maryland  in 
1633,  appear  to  me  to  be  clearly  entitled  to  the  merit  of  priority  in  the 
establishment  of  religious  freedom  for  all  Chrisiian  sects.  Lord  Balti- 
more, as  we  have  seen  in  the  text,  by  his  original  plan  of  polity,  estab- 
lished Christianity  agreeably  to-the  old  common  law,  with  the  express 
denial  of  pre-eminence  to  any  sect.  His  associates  recognized  this 
principle,  and  acted  upon  it  from  the  outset.  The  first  assemblies  of 
the  freemen  of  the  province,  held  in  1634-5-7-8-9,  all  admitted  it  as 
fundamental.  That  of  1649,  promulged  a  statute  concerning  religious 
equality  and  freedom,  which  is  not  only  prior  in  date,  as  a  charter  for 
all  Christian  sects,  to  any  other  legislative  act  of  the  kind,  of  which  this 
country  can  boast,  but  provides  more  minutely  and  anxiously  tiian  any 
other  extant,  for  the  protection  of  the  rights  of  conscience,  and  the 
preservation  of  religious  harmony.    I  know  of  no  law  on  the  subject 


*  Annals,  p.  528. 
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PART  T.  bespeaking  so  tolerant  a  spirit  as  to  the  divisions  of  Cbristlanily ;  so 
v^<~v^'""^»'  prudent  and  sound  a  judgment,  and  so  generous  a  solicitude.  It  is  to 
be  noted,  that  among  the  early  settlers,  were  several  priests.  The  num- 
ber of  these  had  increased  at  the  date  of  the  act,  and  their  concur- 
rence in  its  regulations,  is  ascertained  from  unquestionable  evidence. 
The  toleration  of  the  Church  of  England  might  have  been  unavoidable 
for  the  founders  of  Maryland,  and  at  all  events,  tended  obviously  to 
keep  them  well  with  the  English  government.  But  no  motive  of  this 
nature  existed  witli  respect  to  the  sectaries,  whose  familiar  appella- 
tions tliey  enumerated,  as  far  as  it  was  practicable,  in  the  law,  in  order 
to  their  greater  security  even  from  insult.  The  favour  of  the  Enghsh 
government  was,  on  the  contrary,  to  be  gained  by  the  persecution  of 
the  Quakers  and  Puritans. 

Roger  Williams  began  his  plantation  in  Providence  in  1636.  Rhode 
Island  was  settled  1638.  In  these  settlements,  a  system  of  universal 
toleration  would  seem  to  have  been  pursued  from  the  beginning. 

But  there  is  no  specific  law  on  the  subject  of  religious  freedom  in  the 
first  code  of  Rhode  Island,  of  1647,  although  the  concluding  paragraph 
of  that  code  implies  universal  toleration.  It  is  said  in  the  Political  An- 
nals of  Chalmers,*  that  among  the  ordii;ances  of  the  Rhode  Island  As- 
sembly of  1663,  there  is  one  wliich  enacts,  that  "all  men  professing 
Christianity,  and  of  competent  estates  and  civil  conversation,  Roman 
Catholics  only  excepted,  shall  be  admitted  freemen,  or  may  choose  or  be 
chosen  colonial  officers."  Holmes  has  repeated  this  statement  in  his 
very  useful  Annals  ;  and  its  correctness  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
questioned  by  any  of  our  historians.  This  disfranchisement  of  Roman 
Catholics  was  so  little  in  unison,  however,  with  the  doctrines  previously 
asserted  and  acted  upon  by  Rhode  Island  and  her  illustrious  founder, 
Roger  Williams,  that  it  was  natural  to  doubt  of  the  existence  of  the  al- 
leged exception.  The  attention  of  the  public  having  been  drawn  to 
the  subject,  last  winter,  by  Mr.  Verplank's  Discourse,  James  Burril,  jun. 
Esq.,  the  distinguished  senator  from  Rhode  Island,  in  the  federal  con- 
gress, zealous  for  the  honour  and  credit  of  Roger  Williams,  as  the 
earliest  apostle  of  unlimited  toleration,  solicited  Mr.  Samuel  Eddy,  the 
secretary  of  state  of  Rhode  Island,  to  make  research  into  her  records, 
with  a  view  to  the  solution  of  the  difficulty,  Mr.  Eddy  had  occupied,the 
station  of  secretary  from  October,  1797,  until  May,  1819,  and  acquired  a 
thorough  acquaintance  with  the  archives  and  antiquities  of  Rhode 
Island.  He  is  besides,  a  gentleman  of  discriminating  mind  and  scrupu- 
lous veracity,  who  must  inspire  the  fullest  confidence  in  every  point  of 
view. 

Mr.  Burril  has  had  the  goodness  to  communicate  to  me  the  answer  of 
Mr.  Eddy,  containing  the  results  of  a  diligent  investigation.  I  am  induced 
to  make  it  part  of  tliis  note,  notwithstanding  its  length,  being  assured 
tJiat  it  will  be  considered  as  interesting  and  valuable,  by  all  who  are 
curious  or  concerned  about  American  history.  It  affords  a  fine  lesson 
of  state  liberality,  and  establislies  the  singular  facts — that  the  restriction 
in  the  law,  to  those  only  who  profess  Christianity,  and  the  exception  of 
Roman  Catholics,  were  introduced  after  the  year  1688,  by  some  com- 
mittee who  prepared  a  new  digest  of  the  laws ;  that  if  the  restriction, 
with  the  exception,  was  ever  approved  of  by  the  Rhode  Island  Assem- 
bly, this"  approbation  must  have  been  given  after  1688 ;  and  that  the  ob- 
ject of  its  introduction  and  continuation  was  solely  to  win  favour  in 
England  in  the  reigns  of  William  and  Anne.  The  bigotry  of  the  mother 
country  is  set  in  a  striking  ligh<t,  by  the  necessity  of  such  a  feint  for  the 
acquisition  of  her  good  will. 
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Staieinent  of  Mr.  Eddy.  PART 

The  first  settlers  in  Providence,  (1636)  and  in  the  island  of  Rhode 
Island,  (1638)  were  governed  by  voluntary  associations  until  1647.  Re- 
ligious liberty  was  fully  enjoyed  in  these  associations.  In  March  1643-4, 
a  charter  was  obtained  by  Roger  Williams  from  "  the  Governor  in 
Chief,  Lord  Admiral,  and  Commissioners  for  foreign  plantations,"  au- 
thorising the  inhabitants  to  adopt  "  such  a  form  of  civil  government  as 
by  voluntary  consent  of  all  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  they  should 
find  most  suitable  to  their  estate  and  condition,"  "  and  to  make  and  or- 
dain such  civil  laws,"  &c.  "  as  they  or  the  greater  part  of  them  should 
by  free  consent  agree  unto,"  "  to  be  conformable  to  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land so  far  as  the  nature  and  constitution  of  the  place  would  admit." 

Pursuant  to  this  charter,  in  May  1647,  a  form  of  government  and  a 
body  of  laws  were  agreed  to.    The  laws  are  thus  introduced  : 

"  And  now  to  the  end  that  we  may  give  each  to  the  other  (notwith- 
standing our  different  consciences,  touching  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus, 
whereof  upon  the  point  we  all  make  mention,)  as  good  and  hopeful  as- 
surance as  we  are  able,  touching  each  man's  peaceable  and  quiet  en- 
joyment of  his  lawful  right  and  liberty,  We  do  agree  unto,  and  by 
the  authority  abovesaid,  enact,  establish,  and  confirm  these  orders  fol- 
lowing." 

Among  others,  "  That  no  person  in  this  colony  shall  be  taken  or  im- 
prisoned, or  be  disseised  of  his  lands  or  liberties,  or  be  exiled  or  any 
otherwise  molested  or  destroyed,  but  by  the  lawful  judgment  of  his 
peers,  or  by  some  known  law,  and  according  to  the  letter  of  it,  ratified 
and  confirmed  by  the  major  part  of  the  General  Assembly,  lawfully  met, 
and  orderly  managed." 

"  For  as  much  as  the  consciences  of  sundry  men  truly  conscionable, 
may  scruple  the  giving  or  taking  of  an  oath,  and  it  would  be  no  ways 
suitable  to  the  nature  and  constitution  of  our  place,  (who  profess 
ourselves  to  be  men  of  diflTerent  consciences,  and  not  one  willing  to 
force  another,)  to  debar  such  as  cannot  so  do,  either  from  bearing  office 
among  us,  or  from  giving  in  testimony  in  a  case  depending.  Be  it  . 
enacted,"  &.c.  *'  that  a  solemn  profession  be  accounted  of  as  full  force 
as  an  oath,"  &c.  This  body  of  laws  is  concluded  by  these  memorable 
words,  *'  These  are  the  laws  that  concern  all  men,  and  these  are  the 
penalties  for  the  transgressions  thereof,  which,  by  common  consent,  are 
ratified  and  established  throughout  the  whole  colony.  And  otherwise 
than  thus,  what  is  herein  forbidden,  all  men  may  walk  as  their  con- 
sciences persuade  them,  every  one  in  the  name  of  his  God.  And  let 
the  lambs  of  the  Most  JHigli  walk  in  this  colony  without  molestation,  in 
the  name  of  Jehovah  their  God,  for  ever  and  ever." 

These  are  all  the  laws  relating  to  this  subject  under  the  charter  of 
1643-4.  The  second  charter  bears  date  July  8,  1663,  was  brought  over 
(by  Capt.  George  Baxter,)  and  presented  to  the  Court  of  Commission- 
ers, November  24,  1663,  and  the  next  day  to  "  a  very  great  meeting 
and  assembly  of  the  freemen  of  the  colony."  The  day  following,  the 
Court  of  Commissioners  resigned  their  authority,  and  declared  them- 
selves dissolved. 

The  preamble  to  this  charter  recites,  "that  whereas  in  their  luim- 
hle  address,  they  have  freely  declared,  that  it  is  much  in  their  hearls  (if 
they  may  be  permitted)  to  hold  forth  a  lively  experiment,  that  a  most 
flourishing  civil  state  may  stand,  and  best  be  maintained,  and  that  among 
our  English  subjects,  with  a  full  liberty  in  religious  concernments,"  and 
then  declares,  "  That  no  person  within  the  said  colony  at  any  time 
hereafter  shall  be  any  wise  molested,  punished,  disquieted,  or  culled  in 
question,  for  any  difl'erences  in  opinion  in  matters  of  religion,  who  do 
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PART  I.  "ot  actually  disturb  the  civil  peace  of  our  said  colony,  but  that  all  and 
.  ^  ^  every  person  and  persons  may  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  here- 
after freely  and  fully  have  and  enjoy  his  and  their  own  judgments  and 
consciences  in  matters  of  religious  concernments,  they  behaving  them- 
selves peaceably  and  quietly,  and  not  using  this  liberty  to  licentiousness, 
and  profaneness,  nor  to  the  civil  injury  nor  outward  disturbance  of 
others." 

The  first  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  under  this  charter,  was 
March  1,  1663-4,  when  the  government  was  organized.  They  repealed 
certain  laws,  which  were  "  contradictory  to  the  form  of  the  present 
government,"  and  "  ordered  and  enacted  that  all  other  laws  be  of 
force,  until  some  other  course  be  taken  by  a  General  Assembly  for 
better  provision  therein." 

The  proceedings  of  this  session  are  all  entire,  and  there  is  not  a  ivord 
on  record^  of  the  act  referred  to  by  Chalmers,  Political  Annals,  c.  xi. 
and  contained  in  the  revision  of  1745,  purporting  to  have  been  passed 
the  session  of  1663-4. 

Nor  is  there  any  thing  on  record,  at  either  of  the  sessions  this  year, 
which  has  any  relation  to  the  subject,  unless  the  following  may  be  so 
considered.  At  May  session,  the  inhabitants  of  Block  Island,  being 
incorporated  into  a  town,  the  recorder  (secretary)  was  desired  to  fur- 
nish them  with  "  a  transcript  of  the  body  of  laws,"  (enacted  under 
the  first  charter,)  and  "  at  present,"  to  communicate  to  them  the  fol- 
lowing words  of  the  charter,  to  wit,  "  That  no  person  within  the  said 
colony  at  any  time  hereafter,  shall  be  any  wise  molested,  punished,  dis- 
quieted, or  called  in  question  for  any  difference  of  opinion  in  matters  of 
religion,  who  do  not  actually  disturb  the  civil  peace  of  the  said  colony." 
At  the  same  time,  Joiin  Sands  and  Joseph  Kent,  freemen  of  Block 
Island,  presented  a  petition  in  behalf  of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
that  islarid,  praying  that  the  latter  might  be  admitted  freemen  of  the 
colony,  "and  being  demanded,  if  they  did  know,  that  all  the  aforesaid 
persons  were  men  of  peaceable  and  good  behaviour,  and  likely  to  prove 
worthy  and  helpful  members  of  the  colony,  they  answered  yea." 
Whereupon  they  were  admitted.  No  where  have  I  discovered  any  en- 
quiry respecting  religion,  on  the  admission  of  freemen. 

At  the  session  in  May,  1665,  three  of  the  king's  commissioners,  Carr, 
Cartwright,  and  Maverick,  presented  to  the  General  Assembly  five 
propositions  or  proposals,  as  they  are  called  in  the  records ;  the  first  and 
second  of  which  are  in  these  words, — 1st.  That  all  householders,  inha- 
biting this  colony,  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  that  the  administra- 
tion of  justice  be  in  his  majesty's  name."  2d.  "  That  all  men  of  com- 
petent estates,  and  civil  conversation,  who  acknowledge,  and  are  obedi- 
ent to  the  civil  magistrate,  though  of  different  judgments,  may  be  ad- 
mitted freemen,  and  have  liberty  to  choose  and  to  be  chosen  officers 
both  civil  and  military." 

In  answer  to  the  first,  after  saying  much  about  liberty  of  conscience 
in  relation  to  oaths,  &c.  (See  Hist.  Collections  Massachusetts,  vol.  7. 
2d  series,  p.  95.)  they  enacted,  that  an  "engagement  of  allegiance" 
should  be  given  (the  form  of  which  is  prescribed)  "  by  all  men  capable, 
within  their  jurisdiction." 

In  answer  to  the  second,  they  enacted,  "  That  so  many  of  them  that 
take  the  aforesaid  engagements,  and  are  of  competent  estates,  civil 
conversation,  and  obedient  to  the  civil  magistrate,  shall  be  admitted 
freemen  of  this  colony,  upon  their  express  desire  therein  declared  to 
the  General  Assembly,  either  by  themselves,  with  sufficient  »estimony 
of  their  fitness  and  qualifications,  as  shall  by  the  Assembly  be  deemed 
satisfactory,  or  if  ly  the  chief  officers  of  the  town  or  towns  where  they 
live,  they  be  proposed  and  declared  as  abovcsuid,  and  that  none  shall 
have  admission  to  vote  tor  public  officers  or  deputies,  or  enjoy  any  pri- 
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vilege  of  freemen,  till  admitted  by  the  Assembly  as  aforesaid,  and  their  P -^^^ 
Tiames  recorded  in  the  general  records  of  the  coionv."  y^""^^ 

To  the  third  proposal  (See  Hist.  Coll.  Mass.  p.  99.)  they  say,  "This 
Assembly  do  with  all  gladness  of  heart  and  humbleness  of  mind,  ac- 
*\~  knowledge  the  great  goodness  of  God,  and  favour  of  his  Majesty  in  that 
respect,  declaring,  that  as  it  hath  been  a  principle  held  forth  and  main- 
tained in  this  colony  yi  oTTi  the  very  begiuniiig  thereof ,  so  it  is  much  in  their 
hearts  to  procure  the  same  liberty  to  all  persons  within  this  colony  for- 
ever, as  to  the  worship  of  God  therein,  taking  care  for  the  preservation 
of  civil  government,  to  the  doing  of  justice,  and  preservnig  each  other's 
privileges  from  wrong  and  violence  of  others." 

Among  other  reasons  assigned  in  a  law  allowing  compensation  to  the 
members  of  Assembly,  to  enable  them  the  better  to  discharge  their 
duties,  passed  September,  1666,  is  this,  "So  as  in  some  good  measure 
to  answer  one  main  ground  of  his  Majesty's  grant,  which  was  to  hold 
forth  a  lively  experiment,  that  a  mosi  flourishing  civil  state  ma}  stand 
and  best  be  maintained,  and  that  among  his  English  subjects,  with  a 
full  liberty  in  religious  concernments." 

A  militia  law,  passed  May,  1677,  is  concluded  with  the  words,  "  Pro- 
vided alwa}  s,  that  this  Assembly  do  hereby  declare,  that  it  is  their  full 
and  unanimous  resolution,  to  maintain  a  full  liberty  in  religious  con- 
cerrtVnents,  relating  to  the  worship  of  God,  and  that  no  person  inhabit- 
ing within  this  jurisdiction  shall  be  in  any  wise  molested,  punished,  dis- 
quieted  or  called  in  question  for  any  difference  in  opinion  in  matters 
of  religion,  who  do  not  actually  disturb  the  civil  peace  of  this  colony." 

I  have  formerly  examined  the  records  of  the  state,  from  its  first  set- 
tlement, with  a  view  to  historical  information,  and  lately,  from  1663  to 
1719,  with  a  particular  view  to  this  law,  excluding  Roman  Catholics 
from  the  privileges  of  freemen,  and  can  find  nothing  that  has  any  re- 
ference to  it,  nor  any  thing  that  gives  any  preference  or  privileges  to 
men  of  one  set  of  religious  opinions  over  those  of  another,  until  the  re- 
vision of  1745. 

It  remains  now  to  account  for  the  law  quoted  by  Chalmers,  as  con- 
tained in  this  revision  of  1745.  To  do  this,  it  may  be  proper  to  state, 
that  the  general  practice  was,  and  which  continued  under  different  re- 
gulations till  1798,  (the  date  of  the  last  revision,)  either  for  the  secre- 
tary or  others  united  with  him,  to  draw  up  in  form  the  laws  and  pro- 
ceedings at  the  close  of  each  session,  and  for  the  secretary  to  record 
the  same,  and  until  1747,  to  send  copies  in  manu.script  under  the  seal 
of  the  colony,  to  the  several  towns.  The  first  order  for  printing  the 
proceedings  of  the  General  Assembly,  was  in  October,  1747.  This  first 
«dition  of  the  Laius  was  printed  in  1719.*  This  was  attended  with  so 
many  errors,  that  a  committee  was  appointed  to  correct  them,  in  a  sup- 
plement that  was  to  be  printed  and  annexed  to  the  edition.  The  second 
was  printed  in  17o0,  by  whom,  or  at  what  place,  I  have  not  learnt. 
Neither  of  these  editions  is  in  the  secretary's  oflice,  nor  have  I  been 
able  to  find  them.  The  third  was  printed  in  Newport,  in  1745,  and 
from  which  I  imagine  Chalmers  quoted. 

The  laws  have  been  uniformly  revised  by  committees.  Their  prac- 
tice has  been  to  embody  in  one  all  the  different  lav/s  on  the  same  sub- 
ject previously  passed,  with  such  additions  and  amendments  as  they 
thought  proper,  confirmed,  however,  before  publication  by  the  General 
Assembly  The  two  last  revisions  (1767  and  1798,)  give  no  date  to 
the  several  laws,  other  than  by  figures  in  the  margin,  generally  oppo- 
site the  title  or  first  secdon  of  the  law,  referring  to  the  years  when  the 
different  laws  embodied  in  one  are  supposed  to  have  been  passed 
These  references  are  inaccurate  and  deficient. 


*  By  Nicholas  Boone  in  Boston. 
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PART  I.  ^^^^  revision  of  1745/  Ihe  -ivJiole  of  every  lavir  purports  to  have 
been  passed  at  a  particular  session,  though  composed  of  a  number  of 
acts  passed  in  different  and  subsequent  years,  and  which,  in  many  in- 
stances are  referred  to  in  the  raarg-in.  None  of  them  are  dated  before 
March,  1663-4,  the  time  of  the  first  meeting  under  the  second  charter, 
and  of  those  which  bear  this  date  not  one  section  of  any  one  of  them  -was  pass- 
ed at  this  session.  The  following  act,  bearing  this  date,  is  traced  from 
its  origin  as  a  specimen  of  the  inaccuracy  of  the  dates  in  this  revision  of 
1745.  "Be  it  enacted,"  &c.  "That  there  be  one  seal  made  for  the 
public  use  of  the  colony,  and  that  the  form  of  an  an<*.hor  be  engraven 
thereon,  and  the  motto  thereof  shall  be  the  word  Hope."  In  the  laws 
of  1647,  "  It  is  ordered  that  the  seal  of  the  Province  shall  be  an  anchor." 
There  is  nothing  more  on  this  subject  till  March,  1663-4,  "  when  or- 
dered that  for  the  present,  the  old  seal  that  hath  been  the  seal  of  the 
colony,  shall  be  the  present  seal,"  until  a  new  one  be  procured.  May, 
1664,  "  ordered,  that  the  seal  with  the  motto  Rhode  Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations,  with  the  word  Hope,  over  the  head  of  llie  anchor, 
is  the  present  seal  of  the  colony."  This  continued  to  be  the  seal  tiU 
1686,  when  on  the  surrender  of  the  charter,  it  was  broken  by  Sir  Ed- 
mund Andros,  and  in  February  1689,  the  charter  having  been  resumed, 
it  was  "  ordered  that  the  seal  brought  in  by  Mr.  Arnold  CoUins,  being 
the  anchor,  with  the  motto  Hope,  is  appointed  to  be  the  seal  of  the 
colony,  he  having  been  employed  by  this  Assembly  to  make  it."  This 
is  now  in  the  secretary's  office,  and  has  ever  since  been  the  seal  of  the 
colony  and  state,  is  the  only  one  of  this  description  the  colony  ever  had, 
and  is  the  same  pointed  out  in  the  before  mentioned  act  (revision  of 
1745,)  purporting  to  have  been  passed  in  1663-4. 

The  intention  in  this  revision  appears  to  have  been  either  to  date  the 
laws  at  or  after  the  time  when  the  operations  of  government  commen- 
ced under  the  second  charter,  as  having  derived  all  their  validity  from 
that,  or  to  let  the  whole  of  each  law  compiled  as  before  mentioned, 
bear  date  when  the  first  act  on  the  subject  was  supposed  to  have  exist- 
ed under  the  second  charter.  For  although  the  "  body  of  laws,"  as 
enacted  under  the  first  charter  was  continued  under  the  second,  yet  in 
noinstance  do  our  printed  laws  imply  or  express  an  existence  before 
1663.4.|  Whatever  the  intention  was,  great  inaccuracy  exists  as  to  their 
true  date.  Thus  the  law  particulary  referred  to  by  Chalmers,  the 
greater  part  of  which  is  from  Magna  Charta,  was,  in  substance,  passed  in 
1647,  as  will  appear  by  an  extract  on  the  former  part  of  this  communi- 
cation. The  latter  part  of  the  law,  and  which  has  occasioned  this  in- 
quiry, is  in  these  words,  "  And  that  all  men  professing  Christianity,  and 
of  competent  estates,  and  of  civil  conversation,  who  acknowledge,  and 
?.re  obedient  to  the  civil  magistrate,  though  of  different  judgments  in 
religious  affairs,  Roman  Catholics  only  excepted,  shall  be  admitted  free- 
men, and  shall  have  liberty  to  choose  and  be  chosen  officers  in  the 
colony,  both  military  and  civil."  Now  that  this  law  was  not  passed  in 
1663-4  is  most  certain,  for  not  only  does  it  make  no  part  of  the  record 
of  either  session  this  year,  but  omitting  the  words  professing  Christianity, 
and  Roman  Catholics  only  excepted,  they  are  the  very  words  of  the  se- 
cond proposition  of  Carr,  Cartwright,  and  Maverick,  made  to  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly  in  May,  1665,  and  which  at  the  same  time  were  enacted 
into  a  law. 

In  addition  to  this,  these  commissioners,  in  a  narrative  of  their  pro- 


*  There  have  been  five,  1719,  1730, 1745,  1767,  and  1798. 

f  Policy  might  have  suggested  the  imprudence  of  noticing  an  au- 
thority derived  from  an  act  of  the  Long  Parliament,  under  which  the 
first  charter  was  granted. 


433 


ccedings  under  their  commissions,  (Hutcliinson*s  Col.  412  )  expressly  PART  /. 
state  that  this  colony  "admit  «// to  be/reewew  that  desire  it,  they  allow  v^->OW 
liberty  of  conscience  and  worship  to  all  who  live  civilly."  They  fur- 
ther say,  that  "  this  colony,  which  admits  of  all  religions,  even  Quakers 
and  Generalists,  was  begun  by  such  as  the  Massachusetts  would  not 
suffer  to  live  among  them,  and  is  generally  hated  by  the  other  colonies, 
who  endeavoured  several  ways  to  suppress  them." 

The  answer  of  the  colony  in  1680,  to  the  enquiries  of  the  commia- 
sloners  for  foreign  plantations  as  stated  by  Chalmers,  is  a  farther  con- 
firmation  of  the  correctness  of  this  statement,  in  which  they  say,  that 
all  of  different  persuasions  and  principles  "  enjoy  their-  liberty  accord- 
ing to  his  Majesty's  gracious  charter."  "  We  leave  every  man  to  walk 
as  God  shall  persuade  their  hearts,  and  do  actively,  impassively  yield 
obedience  to  the  civil  magistrate."  Though  Chalmers,  supposing  the 
law  relative  to  Roman  Catholics  to  have  been  passed  in  1663-4,  consi- 
ders this  answer  to  have  been  a  designed  concealment  of  that  act. 

Thus  you  have  positive  and  undubitable  evidence,  that  the  law  ex- 
cluding Roman  Catholics  from  the  privileges  of  freemen  was  not  passed 
in  1633-4,  but  that  they  were,  by  law,  at  this  time,  and  long  after,  en- 
titled to  all  the  privileges  of  other  citizens  ;  and  satisfactory  evidence, 
that  these  j)rivileges  were  continued  by  law  until  1719,  when,  or  in  one 
of  the  subsequent  revisions,  the  words  ''professing  Christianity,'^  and 
*'.Roman  Catholics  only  excepted,'^  were  inserted  by  the  revising  commit- 
tee. These  words  may  possibly  have  been  inserted  in  a  manuscript 
copy  of  the  laws  sent  over  in  1699,  but  of  this  the  words  afford  no  evi- 
dence. 

Roger  Williams  was  an  assistant  (member  of  the  upper  house)  in  the 
years  1664,  1670,  and  1671.  He  was  chosen  in  1677,  but  refused  to 
serve.  He  was  also  a  deputy  (member  of  the  lower  house)  in  May, 
1667.  These  are  tlie  only  years  in  which  he  was  in  office  under  the 
second  charter.  He  died  in  1682;  "When  he  was  buried  with  all  the 
solemnity  the  colony  was  able  to  shew."  (Callender.)  Most  of  the  first 
settlers  were  dead  at  this  time.  Indeed,  that  such  a  law  should  have 
been  passed  in  the  lifetime  of  the  first  settlers,  is  hardly  credible.  Re- 
ligious liberty  was  their  pride  and  boast.  The  records  abound  with 
allusions  to  it.  (See  Coll,  Mass.  Hist.  Society,  vol.  vii.  2d  series,  pp.  83, 
85,  88,  103-4.  See  also  Hutch.  Coll.  154.)  The  legal  enjoyment  of  it 
was  granted  and  secured  at  their  special  request;  and,  notwithstanding 
this  distinguishing  feature  in  their  government  was  stigmatized  with 
the  most  reproachful  and  opprobrious  epithets,  they  considered  it  as 
their  highest  honour ;  and  themselves  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  natural 
right,  denied  to  the  great  body  of  mankind. 

I  acknowledge  that  this  account  does  not  exhibit  a  very  flattering  view 
of  the  legislative  accuracy  of  Rhode  Island  ;  but  I  believe  it  exhibits  a 
true  one,  and  that  is  my  object.  It  may  be  proper  to  add,  that  each 
revision  of  the  laws  appears  to  have  been  attended  with  delays  and  dis- 
appointments. It  was  nearly  twenty  years  after  the  appointment  of  the 
first  committee,  for  revising  and  printing  the  laws,  before  the  publica- 
tion of  the  first  edition.  There  was  no  printing  press  in  the  colony  till 
1745,  and  no  newspaper  printed  till  1758.  The  colony  was  frequently 
pressed  by  the  government  in  England  for  copies  of  their  laws  and  other 
proceedings,  and,  in  1699,  they  sent  over  a  copy  of  the  laws  in  manu- 
script. How,  or  from  what  originals  they  were  made  up,  does  not  ap- 
pear. As  usual,  it  was  done  by  a  committee.  A  list  of  the  laws  was 
ordered  to  be  left  in  the  secretary's  office,  but  is  not  now  to  be  found. 

I  would  also  suggest,  that  it  appears  at  all  times  to  have  been  an  im- 
portant object  w  ith  the  colony  to  be  on  the  best  terms  with  th<"  mother 
country.  Being  poor,  of  small  extent  of  territory,  and  in  coiUcntion 
with  the  bordering  colonies,  both  on  account  of  its  boundaries  :5nd 

Vol.  I. — 3  I 
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PART  I.  tolerating  principle?,  it  required  the  special  protection  of  the  British  gc 
V^^v^^^  vernmejit.  I  am  inclined  to  think,  that  the  exception  of  Roman  Catho- 
lics in  the  printed  laws  (1745,)  was  inserted  with  the  view  of  ingratiating 
the  colony  the  more  with  the  mother  country.  I  have  no  evidence  of 
this  but  the  general  tenor  of  the  la\rs,  and  the  spirit  of  liberality  which 
they  always  manifest  on  religious  subjects.  In  1696,  a  letter  was  re- 
ceived from  William  Blaithwait,  containing  a  form  of  association,  recom- 
mended to  be  entered  into,  to  defend  the  king  against  the  conspiracies 
of  the  papists,  "  in  consequence  of  the  discovery  of  the  late  horrid  con- 
spiracy against  his  majesty,"  (the  assassination  plot).  It  does  not  ap- 
pear, however,  that  the  general  assembly  took  any  steps  about  it.  Why 
a  law  should  be  passed  to  exclude  from  the  privileges  freemen,  those 
who  were  not  inhabitants,  by  those  who  believed  all  to  be  equally  enti- 
tled to  their  religious  opinions,  is  difficult  to  conceive,  unless  for  the 
purpose  above  suggested.  There  were  no  Roman  Catholics  in  the  co- 
lony in  1680.  (Chalmers,  284.)  That  this  colony  was  an  asylum  for  the 
persecuted  of  all  religions,  as  well  of  those  of  none,  is  evident  front 
Cotton  Matiier,  who  says,  anno,  1695,  "  Rhode  Island  colony  is  a  collec- 
tion of  Antii^omians,  Familists,  Antisabbatarians,  Arminians,  Socinians, 
Quakers,  Ranters,  and  every  thing  but  Roman  Catholics  and  true  Chris- 
tians." Douglass,  vol.  ii.  110, 112.  The  same  fact  is  established  by  the 
testimony  of  others  of  the  old  writers,  who  speak  of  the  colony  with  the 
utmost  contempt  on  that  account,  and  also  by  the  evidence  of  the  colo- 
Tiial  records.  In  the  proceedings  of  June  session,  1584,  is  this  entry, 
*'In  answer  to  the  petition  of  Simon  Medus,  David  Brown,  and  associ- 
ates, being  Jews,  presented  to  this  assembly,  bearing  date  June  24, 
1684,  *  we  declare  they  may  expect  as  good  protection  here  as  any 
stranger,  not  being  of  our  nation,  residing  among  us,  in  this  his  majesty's 
colony,  ought  to  have,  being  obedient  to  his  majesty's  laws.*  "  These 
Jews  are  supposed  to  have  been  Portuguese. 

On  the  revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nantz,  many  of  the  Hugonots  set- 
tled in  this  colony.  In  the  proceedings  of  February  session,  1689-90, 
is  this  entry  :  "  Ordered,  that  the  Frenchmen  that  reside  at  Narragan- 
sett  be  sent  for  by  Major  John  Greene,  to  what  place  in  W^arwick  he 
shall  appoint,  to  signify  unto  them  the  king's  pleasure,  in  his  proclama- 
tion of  war  (against  France,)  and  his  indulgence  to  such  Frenchmen  as 
behave  themselves  well,  and  require  their  engagements  thereunto." 

It  is  observable,  that  the  laws  of  the  colony  ne\  er  made  any  provision 
for  ascertaining  any  other  qualification  of  a  freeman,  than  competency 
of  estate,  and  that  no  test  or  oath  could  ever  be  required  by  law  of  any 
man  in  any  case. 

There  is  one  trait  in  the  laws  of  the  first  settlers  of  this  colony,  which 
places  them,  as  advocates  for  the  equal  rights  of  all  men  in  matters  of 
religion,  on  an  elevation  above  their  contemporaries.  The  libei-alily 
of  the  most  liberal  of  the  latter  is  confined  to  Christians,  believers  in  Je- 
sus^ holy  church,  (Chalmers,  21>,  215,  218,  255.) ;  that  of  the  former  is 
extended  to  all  men  of  civil  conversation,  without  regard  to  their  opi- 
nions, whether  Christians  or  Jews,  believers  in  Moses,  or  Jesus,  or  Ma- 
homet, or  neither.  The  life  07ily,  being  of  competent  estates,  furnished 
to  the  former  evidence  of  the  fitness  to  be  freemen.  Chalmers  justly 
contends  for  the  equal  rights  of  the  Roman  Catholics  with  other  Chris- 
tians, and  he  ought,  for  the  same  reasons,  to  have  contended  for  the 
equal  rights  of  Jews,  Mahometans,  and  all  others,  whether  believers  or 
not  believers;  for  their  natural  rights  are  certainly  equal. 

N.  B.  The  records  of  tjje  colony  from  1663  to  1686  are  entire.  From 
the  latter  period  to  1715,  tlie  proceedings  of  the  General  Assembly  are 
not  recorded  ;  but  manuscript  copies  of  the  proceedings  during  this 
period,  under  the  seal  of  the  colony,  are  in  the  town  clerk's  office,  and 
some  of  them  in  the  secretary's  oflSice,  and  have  been  examined,  excep: 
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for  the  year  1692,  in  which  I  have  found  the  proceedings  of  one  session  pa.rt  i. 
only. 

1  he  foregoing- is  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  Mr.  Samuel  Kddy,  ^'^"^'''"'^^ 

secretary  of  this  stale  from  October,  1797,  to  M\\y,  1819,  and  now  re- 
presentative in  Congress,  in  reply  to  enquiries  made  by  lue  relaiive  to 
the  correctness  of  the  assertion  of  Chalmers,  (PoliticalAnnals,  p.  276,) 
that  the  toleration  of  Roger  Williams  and  the  first  settlers,  at  Providence 
and  Rhode  Island,  did  not  extend  to  Roman  Catholics. 

cJAMKS  BURRILL,  Junu 

Providence,  JMatj  12,  1819. 


(NOTE  D.    p.  51.) 

It  will  be  thought  extraordinary,  that  Mr.  Brougham,  who  appears  to 
have  read  our  history,  and  not  to  be  unacquainted  v/ith  that  of  England, 
should  have  liazarded  such  a  statement  as  the  following,  in  his  Colonial 
Policy.  "  Long  after  the  mother  country  had  relinquished  for  ererthe 
arts  of  per.«;ecution,  they  found  votaries  in  the  constituted  authoriiies  cf 
the  colonies ;  and  the  northern  states  at  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury, aflorded  the  disgraceful  example  of  that  spirity.al  tyranny,  from 
which  their  territories  had  originally  served  as  an  asylum  !"*  f  he  per- 
secutions Ibr  witchcraft,  of  which  1  have  given  a  full  explanation  in  the 
text,  are  the  only  instances  of  spiritual  persecution,  if  they  can  be  so 
denominated,  wiiich  disgrace  the  annals  of  New  England  at  so  late  a 
period  as  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century.  None  took  jilace  after- 
wards, in  any  of  the  colonies,  except  in  New  York,  w  here  the  royal  go- 
vernor. Lord  Cornbury,  of  detested  memory,  attempted  to  stifle  the 
Presbyterian  \Korship  ;f  and  in  Maryland,  against  the  Catholics,  at  the 
instigation  of  the  British  government.  It  is  true,  that  the  legislatures 
of  Massachusetts  and  New  York  passed  each,  in  the  first  year  of  the 
eighteenth  centuiy,  a  law  proscribing  Catholic  priests  ;  but  the  motive 
was  political ;  it  being  believed  that  those  priests  laboured  uniformly  to 
excite  the  Indians  to  hostilities  again.st  tlie  Anglo-Americans.  No  doubt, 
the  spirit  of  intolerance  continued  for  some  time  to  prevail,  in  a  greater 
or  less  degree,  against  popery,  alternately  the  bugbear  and  the  stalk- 
ing-horse of  the  British  rulers.  They,  however,  not  only  studiously 
fomented,  but  exacted  that  spirit  in  the  colonies;  where,  as  we  have 
seen  in  the  last  Note,  it  was  even  thought  necessary  to  counterfeit  per- 
secution, in  order  to  retain  their  favour. 

The  author  of  the  Colonial  Policy  has  not  specified  the  period  at 
which  the  mother  country  relinquished  for  ever  the  arts  of  persecution; 
and  after  which  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  colonies  cultivated 
them  ;  but  he  is  to  be  understood  as  referring  to  the  end  of  the  seven- 
teenth century.  His  accuracy,  or  his  candour,  will  be  illustrated  by 
the  following  extracts,  which  I  make  from  an  article  of  the  Edinburgh 
RevieWjt  commonly  ascribed  to  his  pen. 

*'  The  arms  of  William  HI  overthrew  the  last  remnant  of  Catholic 
government  or  ascendancy  in  Britain  and  Ireland  ;  and,  by  the  articles 
in  Limerick,  which  closed  the  scene  of  hostility  in  1691,  it  was  ex- 
pressly stipulated,  that  the  Roman  Cathohcs  should  enjoy  such  privi- 
leges, in  the  exercise  of  their  religion,  as  are  consistent  with  the  laws 


*  B.  1.  p.  1.  +  See  Smith's  History  of  New  York,  vol.  iii.  p.  119. 
i  Yolume  for  1807.    Article  on  Catholic  Question. 
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PA  TIT  T.  of  Ireland,  or  as  they  did  enjoy  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II. ;  and  their 

^^^^  majesties,  as  soon  as  they  can  summon  a  parliament  in  this  kingdom, 
^^"^  will  endeavour  to  procure  the  said  Roman  Catholics  such  farther  security 
in  that  particular  as  may  preserve  them  from  any  disturbance  on  account 
of  their  religion.  This  solemn  instrument  of  pacification,  granted  in  the 
moment  of  victory,  was  ratified  and  published  in  letters  patent,  under 
the  great  seal,  in  the  fourth  year  of  king  William  ;  and  ^?i  three  years 
thereafter,  wos  passed,  in  direct  violation  of  it,  the  famous  act  for  pre- 
venting the  growth  of  popery,  the  foundation  and  model  of  the  many 
barbarous  enactments  by  wiiiclj  that  race  of  men  were  oppressed  for 
little  less  thaii  a  century  thereafter.''^ 

"By  this  baroarous  act,  and  the  statuies  by  which  it  was  followed  up, 
Catholics  wjere  disabled  from  purchasing  or  inheriting  land, — from 
beijig  guardians  to  their  own  children, — from  having  arms  or  horses, — 
from  serving  on  grand  juries, — from  enteri»)g  in  the  inns  of  court, — 
from  practising  as  barristers,  solicitors,  or  physicians,  &c.  &c." 

"At  the  close  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  in  short,  when  the  privi- 
leges and  liberties  of  Englishmen  stood  on  so  triumphant  a  footing, 
nothing  remained  to  two-lliirds  iS  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland,  by  which 
they  could  be  distinguished  from  slaves  or  aliens,  but  the  right  of  voting 
at  elections.  Of  this,  too,  they  were  deprived  under  the  succeeding 
sovereigns.'^ 

The  following  account  of  the  above  mentioned  act,  and  of  some  of 
its  effects,  giveu  in  Mr.  liurke's  speech  of  1780,  at  Bristol,  previous  to 
the  election,  is  a  still  more  pointed  comment^iry  upon  the  assertion  that 
the  arts  of  persecution  were  relinquished  in  Great  Britain,/or  evei\  at 
the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century. 

"A  statute  was  fabricated,"  says  Mr  Burke,  "in  the  year  1699,  by 
which  the  saying  "mass  (a  church-service,  in  the  Latin  tongue,  not  ex- 
actly the  same  as  our  liturgy,  but  very  near  it,  and  containing  no  ofi'ence 
against  the  laws,  or  against  good  morals,)  was  forged  into  a  crime  pu- 
nishable with  perpetual  imprisonment.  The  teaching  school,  an  use- 
ful and  virtuous  occupation,  even  the  teaching  in  a  private  family,  was, 
in  every  Catholic,  subjected  to  the  same  unproportionate  punishment — 
Your  industry,  and  the  bread  of  your  children,  were  taxed  for  a  pecuni- 
ary re  ward  to  stimulate  avarice  to  do  what  nature  refused,  to  inform 
and  prosecute  on  this  law — Every  lioman  Catholic  was,  under  the  same 
act,  to  forfeit  his  estate  to  his  nearest  Protestant  relation,  until,  through 
a  profession  of  what  he  did  not  believe,  he  redeemed,  by  his  hypocrisy, 
what  the  law  had  transferred  to  the  kinsman  as  a  recompense  of  his 
profligacy.  When  thus  turned  out  of  doors  from  his  paternal  estate, 
he  was  disabled  from  acquiring  any  other  by  any  industry,  donation,  or 
charity ;  but  was  rendered  a  foreigner  in  his  native  land,  only  because 
he  retained  the  religion,  along  with  the  property,  handerl  down  to  him 
from  those  who  had  been  the  old  inhabitants  of  that  land  before  him." 

"  The  effects  of  the  act  have  been  as  mischievous,  as  its  origin  was 
shameful.  From  that  time,  every  person  of  that  communion,  lay  and 
ecclesiastic,  has  been  obliged  to  fly  from  the  face  of  day.  The  clergy, 
concealed  in  garrets  of  private  houses,  or  obliged  to  take  a  shelter 
(hardly  safe  to  themselves,  but  infinitely  dangerous  to  their  country,) 
under  the  privileges  of  foreign  ministers,  officiated  as  their  servants, 
and  under  their  protection.  The  whole  body  of  the  Catholics,  con- 
demned to  beggary  and  to  ignorance  in  their  native  land,  have  been 
obliged  to  learn  the  principles  of  letters,  at  the  hazard  of  all  their  other 
principles,  from  the  charity  of  your  enemies.  They  have  been  taxed 
to  their  ruin,  at  the  pleasure  of  necessitous  and  profligate  relations,  and 
according  to  the  measure  of  their  necessity  and  profligacy.  Examples, 
of  this  are  many  and  affecting.  Some  of  them  are  known  by  a  friend 
who  stands  near  me  in  this  hall.    It  is  but  six  or  seven  yeai's  since  a 
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clergyman,  of  the  name  of  Malony,  a  man  of  morals,  neither  guilty,  nor  PAR  T  I. 
accused  of  uiiy  thing  noxious  to  the  stale,  was condemnt  d  to  pt  rpetual  y^rV"^^ 
imprisonment  for  exercising  the  functions  of  his  religion;  and,  after 
lying  in  jail  tw  o  or  three  years,  was  reheved  by  the  m^rcy  of  govern- 
ment from  perpetual  imprisonment,  on  condition  of  perpetual  banish- 
ment. A  brother  of  the  earl  of  Shrewsbury,  a  Talbot,  a  name  respect- 
able in  this  country,  whilst  its  glory  is  any  part  of  its  concern,  was 
hauled  to  the  bar  of  the  Old  Bailey,  among  common  felons,  and  only 
escaped  the  same  doom,  either  by  some  error  in  the  process,  or  that 
the  wretch  who  brought  him  there  could  not  correctly  describe  his 
person  ;  I  now  forget  which,"  &c.    (See  on  this  subject — Note  V.) 


(NOTE  E.    p,  86.) 

"On  the  14th  of  December,  1795,"  says  Bryan  Edwards  (Hist,  of  W. 
Indies,  b.  ii  )  "the  British  commissioners  who  went  to  the  Havanna  for 
assistance,  arrived  at  Montego  Bay  with  forty  chasseurs  or  Spanish 
hunters  (chiefly  people  of  colour)  and  about  one  humlred  Spanish  dogs." 
Their  number  was  really  one  hundred  and  twenty  according  to  Dallas, 
and  a  great  proportion  of  them  not  regularly  trained,  so  that  the  fugi- 
tive whom  they  overtook  could  not  escape  being  torn  in  pieces  by  them. 
The  following  compact  is  copied  from  Dallas's  History,  (vol  ii  ) — 

*'  Articles  of  Agreement  between  his  Britannic  Majesty's  Commissary 
and  the  undersigned  Spanish  Chasseurs. 

"1st.  We,  the  undersigned,  oblige  ourselves  to  go  to  the  island  of 
Jamaica,  taking  each  three  dogs  for  the  hunting  and  seizing  negroes. — 
2d.  That,  when  arrived  at  the  said  island,  and  informed  of  the  situation 
of  the  runaway  or  rebellious  negroes,  we  oblige  ourselves  to  practice 
every  m.eans  that  may  be  necessary  to  pursue,  and  to  apprehend  ~mth  our 
dogs,  said  rebellious  negroes. — 3d.  Our  stay  in  the  island  sliall  be  three 
months. — ith.  If,  at  the  expiration  of  our  being  three  months  in  the 
island  of  Jamaica,  government  should  consider  our  residence  there  for 
a  longer  time  necessary,  it  then  shall  be  at  our  option  to  make  a  new 
agreement,"  &c,    [Here  follows  the  signatures,  &c.] 


(NOTE  F.    p.  92.) 

"To  his  mo.5t  excellent  majesty  George,  King  of  Great  Britain,  Sec 
&c. 

"The  humble  petition  of  his  subjects,  the  late  French  inhabitants  of 
Nova  Scotia,  Ibrmerly  settled  on  the  Bay  of  Minas  and  rivers  thereunto 
belonging;  now  residing  in  the  province  of  Pennsylvania,  on  behalf  of 
themselves  and  ye  rest  of  the  late  inhabitants  of  the  said  bay,  and  also  of 
those  formerly  settled  on  the  river  of  Annapolis-Royal,  wheresoever 
dispersed. 

"  May  it  please  your  Majesty, 

"It  is  not  in  our  power  sufficiently  to  trace  back  the  conditions  upon 
which  our  ancestors  first  settled  in  Nova  Scotia,  under  the  protection  of 
yo'ir  majesty's  predecessors,  as  the  greatest  part  of  our  elders  who 
were  acquainted  with  these  transactions  are  dead,  but  more  especially 
because  our  papers,  which  contained  our  contracts,  records,  &c.  were 
by  violence  taken  from  us,  some  time  before  the  unhappy  catastrophe 


438 


NOTES. 


PART  I,  which  has  been  tlie  occasion  of  the  calamities  we  are  now  under,  but 
we  always  understood  the  foundation  thereof  to  be  from  an  agreement 
made  between  )  our  majesty's  commanders  in  Xova  Scotia,  and  our  fore- 
fathers, about  the  year  1713,  whereby  they  were  permitted  to  remain 
in  the  possession  of  their  lands,  under  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  British 
government,  with  an  exemption  from  bearing  arms,  and'  the  allowance 
of  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion. 

"It  is  a  matter  of  certainty,  (aiid  within  the  compass  of  some  of  our 
memories,)  that  in  the  year  173U,  general  Phihps,  the  governor  of  Nova 
Scotia,  did  in  your  majesty's  name  confirm  unto  us,  and  all  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  whole  extent  of  the  bay  of  Minas  and  rivers  thereunto  be- 
longing, the  free  aud  entire  possession  of  those  lands  we  were  then 
possessed  of,  which  by  grants  from  the  former  French  government  we 
held  to  us  and  our  heirs  forever,  on  paying  the  customary  quit-rents,  &c. 
And  on  condition  tliat  we  should  behave  with  due  submission  and  fidelity 
to  vour  majesty,  ugreeable  to  the  oath  which  was  then  administered  to 
us,  whicli  is  as  follows,  viz. 

"  We  sincerely  promise  and  swear  by  the  faith  of  a  Christian,  that 
"  we  shall  be  entirely  faithful,  and  will  truly  submit  ourselves  to  his 
"  iirajesty  king  George,  whom  we  acknowledge  as  sovereign  lord  of 
*'  Xew  Scotland,  or  Arcadia ;  so  God  help  us." 

*'  Anti  at  the  same  time,  the  said  general  Philips  did,  in  like  manner, 
promise  the  said  f  rencli  inhabitants  in  your  majesty's  name,  *  That  they 
should  have  tlie  true  exercise  of  their  religion,  and  be  exempted  from 
bearing  arms  and  from  beiiig  employed  in  war  either  against  the  French 
or  Indians '  Under  the  sanction  of  this  solemn  engagement  we  held  our 
lands,  made  furtiier  purchases,  annually  paying  our  quit-rents,  SiC,  and 
we  liad  the  greatest  reason  to  conclude  that  your  majesty  did  not  disap- 
prove of  tiie  above  agreement :  and  that  our  conduct  continued  during 
a  long  course  of  years  to  be  such  as  recommended  us  to  your  gracious 
protection,  and  to  the  regard  of  the  governor  of  New  England,  appears 
from  a  printed  declaration  made  seventeen  years  after  tliis  time,  by  his 
excellency  William  Shirley,  governor  of  New  England,  which  was  pub- 
lished and  dispersed  in  our  country,  some  originals  of  which  have 
escaped  from  the  general  destruction  of  most  of  our  papers,  part  of 
which  is  as  follows. 

"  By  his  Majesty's  command, 

"  A  declaration  of  William  Shirley,  Esq.  captain-general  and  governor 
in  chief,  in  and  over  his  majesty's  province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  &c. 

*'  To  his  majesty's  subjects  the  French  inhabitants  of  his  province  of 
Xova  Scotia :  Whereas,  upon  being  informed  that  a  report  had  been  pro- 
])agated  among  his  majesty's  subjects  the  French  inhabitants  of  his 
province  of  Nova  Scotia,  that  there  was  an  intention  to  remove  them 
from  their  settlements  in  that  province,  I  did,  by  my  declaration,  dated 
16th  September,  1746,  signify  to  them  that  the  same  was  groundless, 
and  that  I  was  on  the  contrary  persuaded  that  his  majesty  would  be  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  extend  his  royal  protection  to  all  such  of  them  as 
should  continue  in  their  fidelity  and  allegiance  to  him,  and  in  no  wise 
abet  or  hold  correspondence  with  the  enemies  of  his  crown,  and  there- 
in assured  them  that  I  would  make  a  favourable  representation  of  their 
state  and  circumstances  to  his  majesty,  and  did  accordingly  transmit  a 
representation  thereof  to  be  laid  before  him,  and  have  thereupon  re- 
ceived his  royal  pleasure,  touching  his  aforesaid  subjects  in  Nova  Scotia, 
with  his  express  commands  to  signify  the  same  to  them  in  his  name  : 
Now  by  virtue  thereof,  and  in  obedience  to  his  majesty's  said  orders,  I 
do  hereby  declare  in  his  majesty's  name,  that  there  is  not  the  least  foun- 
dation  for  any  apprehensions  of  his  majesty's  intending  to  remove  them, 
the  said  inJia'bitants  of  Nova  Scotia,  from  their  said  settlements  aud  ha- 
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bitalions  within  the  said  province,  but  tliat  on  the  contrary,  it  is  his  m.\-  pAliT  I. 
jesty's  resohition  to  protect  and  muintain  all  such  of  them  as  liave  ad-  y_^->,^.^ 
hered  to,  and  shall  continue  in  their  duty  and  allegiance  to  him  in  the 
quiet  and  peaceable  possession  of  their  respective  habitations  and  set- 
tlements, and  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  rights  and  privileges  as  his  sub- 
jects, &c.  &c. 

**  Dated  at  Boston,  the  21st  of  October,  1747. 

**  And  this  is  farther  confirmed  by  a  letter  dated  29th  June,  in  the  same 
year,  wrote  to  our  deputies  by  Mr.  Mascarine,  then  your  majesty's  chief 
commander  in  Nova  Scotia,  which  refers  to  governor  Shirley's  first  de- 
claration, of  which  we  have  a  copy  legally  authenticated,  part  of  which 
is  as  follows,  viz. 

"  '  As  to  the  fear  you  say  you  labour  under  on  account  of  being  threat- 

*  ened  to  be  made  to  evacuate  the  country,  you  have  in  possession  his 

*  excellency  William  Shirley's  printed  letter,  whereby  you  may  be 

*  made  easy  in  that  respect :  you  are  sensible  of  the  promise  I  have 

*  made  to  you,  the  effects  of  wiiich  you  have  already  felt,  that  I  would 
'protect  you  so  long  as  by  your  good  conduct  and  fidelity  to  the  crown 
*of  Great  Hritain  you  would  enable  me  so  to  do,  which  promise  I  do 

*  again  repeat  to  you.' 

"  Near  the  time  of  the  pubUcation  of  the  before  mentioned  declara- 
tion, it  was  required  that  our  deputies  should,  on  behalf  of  all  the  peo- 
ple, renew  the  oath  formerly  taken  to  general  Philips,  which  was  done 
without  any  mention  of  bearing  arms — and  we  can  with  truth  say,  that 
we  are  not  sensible  of  any  alteration  in  our  disposition  or  conduct  since 
that  time,  but  that  we  always  continued  to  retain  a  grateful  regard  to 
your  majesty  and  your  government,  notwithstanding  which  we  have 
found  ourselves  surrounded  with  difficulties  unknown  to  us  before. 
Your  majesty  determined  to  fortify  our  province  and  settle  Halifax ; 
which  the  French  looking  upon  with  jealousy,  they  made  frequent  in- 
cursions dirough  our  country  in  order  to  annoy  that  settlement,  where- 
by we  came  exposed  to  many  straits  and  hardships ;  yet  from  the  obli- 
gations we  were  under,  from  the  oath  we  had  taken,  we  were  never 
under  any  doubt  but  that  it  was  our  indispensible  duty  aud  interest  to 
remain  true  to  your  government  and  our  oath  of  fidelity,  hoping  that  in 
time  those  difficulties  would  be  removed,  and  we  should  see  peace  and 
tranquillity  restored  :  and  if,  from  the  change  of  affairs  in  Nova  Scotia, 
your  majesty  had  thought  it  not  consistent  with  the  safety  of  your  said 
province,  to  let  us  remain  there  upon  the  terms  promised  us  by  your 
governors,  in  your  majesty's  name,  we  should  doubtless  have  acquiesced 
with  any  other  reasonable  proposal  which  might  have  been  made  to  us, 
consistent  with  the  safety  of  our  aged  parents  and  tender  wives  and 
children  ;  and  we  are  persuaded  if  that  had  been  the  case,  wherever  we 
had  retired,  we  should  have  held  ourselves  under  the  strongest  obliga- 
tions of  gratitude  from  a  thankful  remembrance  of  the  happiness  we  had 
enjoyed  under  your  majesty's  administration  and  gracious  protection. 
About  the  time  of  the  settlement  of  Halifax,  general  Cornwallis,  go- 
vernor of  Nova  Scotia,  did  require  that  we  should  take  the  oath  of  al- 
legiance without  the  exemption  before  allowed  us,  of  not  bearing  arms  ; 
but  this  we  absolutely  refused,  as  being  an  infringement  of  the  principal 
condition  upon  which  our  forefathers  agreed  to  settle  under  the  British 
government. 

"And  we  acquainted  governor  Cornwallis  that  if  your  majesty  was 
not  willing  to  continue  that  exemption  to  us,  we  desired  liberty  to  eva- 
cuate the  country,  proposing  to  settle  on  the  island  of  St.  John's,  where 
the  French  government  was  willing  to  let  us  have  land,  which  proposal 
he  at  that  time  refused  to  consent  to,  but  told  us  he  would  acquaint  your 
majesty  therewith,  and  return  us  an  answer.    But  sve  never  received 
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t*ART  I.   an  answer,  nor  was  any  proposal  of  that  made  to  us  until  we  were  made 


prisoners. 

After  the  settlement  of  Halifax,  we  suffered  many  abuses  and  in- 
sults from  your  majesty's  enemies,  more  especially  from  the  Indians  in 
the  interest  of  the  French,  by  whom  our  cattle  was  killed,  our  houses 
pillaged,  and  many  of  us  personally  abused  and  put  in  fear  of  our  lives, 
and  some  even  carried  away  prisoners  towards  Canada,  solely  on  ac- 
count  of  our  resolution  steadily  to  maintain  our  oath  of  fidelity  to  the 
English  government,  particularly  Kene  Leblanc  (our  public  notary,)  was 
taken  prisoner  by  the  Indians  when  actually  travelling  in  your  majesty's 
service,  his  house  pillaged,  and  himself  carried  to  the  French  fort,  from 
whence  he  did  not  recover  his  liberty  but  with  great  difficulty,  after 
four  years  captivity. 

"  We  were  likewise  obliged  to  comply  with  the  demand  of  the  ene- 
my, made  for  provision,  cattle,  &c.  upon  pain  of  military  execution, 
which  we  had  reason  to  believe  the  government  was  made  sensible  was 
not  an  act  of  choice  on  our  part,  but  of  necessity,  as  those  in  authority 
appeared  to  take  in  good  part  the  representations  we  always  made  to 
them  after  anv  thing  of  that  nature  had  happened. 

*'  Notwithstanding  the  many  difficulties  we  thus  laboured  under,  yet 
we  dare  appeal  to  the  several  governors,  both  at  Halifax  and  Annapolis- 
Royal,  for  testimonies  of  our  being  always  ready  and  willing  to  obey 
their  orders,  and  give  all  the  assistance  in  our  power,  either  in  furnish- 
ing provisions  and  materials,  or  making  roads,  building  forts,  &c.  agree- 
able to  your  majesty's  orders,  and  our  oath  of  fidelity,  whensoever  cal- 
led  upon,  or  required  thereunto. 

*'  It  was  also  our  constant  care  to  give  notice  to  your  majesty's  com- 
manders of  the  danger  they  from  time  to  time  have  been  exposed  to 
by  the  enemy's  troops,  and  had  the  intelligence  we  gave  been  always 
attended  to,  many  lives  might  have  been  spared,  particularly  in  the  un- 
happy affair,  which  befel  major  Noble  and  his  brother  at  Grand-Pray, 
when  they,  v/ith  great  numbers  of  their  men,  were  cut  off  by  the  ene- 
my, notvvithstanduig  the  frequent  advices  we  had  given  them  of  the 
danger  they  were  in  ;  and  yet  we  have  been  very  unjustly  accused  as 
parties  in  that  massacre. 

*'  And  although  we  have  been  thus  anxiously  concerned  to  manifest 
our  fidelity  i)i  these  several  respects,  yet  it  has  been  falsely  insinuated, 
that  it  had  been  our  general  practice  to  abet  and  support  your  majesty's 
enemies  ;  but  we  trust  that  your  majesty  will  not  suffer  suspicions  and 
accusations  to  be  received  as  proofs  sufficient  to  reduce  some  thousands 
of  innocent  people,  from  the  most  happy  situation  to  a  state  of  the 
greatest  distress  and  misery!  No,  this  was  far  from  our  thoughts;  we 
esteemed  our  situation  so  happy  as  by  no  means  to  desire  a  change. 
We  have  always  desired,  and  again  desire  that  we  may  be  permitted  to 
answer  our  accusers  in  a  judicial  way.  In  the  mean  time  permit  us  Sir, 
here  solemnly  to  declare,  that  these  accusations  are  utterly  false  and 
groundless,  so  far  as  they  concern  us  as  a  collective  body  of  people. 
It  hath  been  always  our  desire  to  live  as  our  fathers  hath  done,  as  faith- 
ful subjects  under  your  majesty's  royal  protection,  with  an  unfeigned 
resolution  to  maintain  our  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  utmost  of  our  power. 
Yet  it  cannot  he  expected,  but  that  amongst  us,  as  well  as  amongst  other 
people,  there  have  been  some  weak  and  false-hearted  persons  suscepti- 
ble  of  being  bribed  by  the  enemy  so  as  to  break  the  oath  of  fidelity. 
Twelve  of  these  were  outlawed  in  governor  Shirley's  proclamation  be- 
fore mentioned ;  but  it  will  be  found  that  the  number  of  such  false- 
hearted men  amongst  us  were  very  few,  considering  our  situation,  the 
number  of  our  inhabitants,  and  how  we  stood  circumstanced  in  several 
respects  :  and  it  may  easily  be  made  appear,  that  it  was  the  constant 
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care  of  our  deputies  tS  prevent  and  put  a  stop  to  such  wicked  conduct  PART  I. 
when  it  came  to  their  knowledg'c.  s.i^^'^X^ 

"  "NVe  understood  that  tlie  aid  granted  to  the  Frencli  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Chignecto  has  been  used  as  an  arg-ument  to  accelerate  our  ruin; 
but  we  trust  that  your  majesty  will  not  permit  the  innocent  to  be  in- 
volved with  the  guihy  ;  no  consequence  can  be  justly  drawn,  that  be- 
cause those  people  yielded  to  the  threats  and  persuasions  of  iUz  entiny, 
we  should  do  the  same.  They  were  situated  so  far  from  Halifax  as  to  be 
in  a  great  measure  out  of  the  protection  of  tl>e  English  government, 
which  was  not  our  case  ;  we  were  separated  from  them  by  sixty  miles 
of  uncultivated  land,  and  had  no  other  connexion  with  them  than  what 
is  usual  with  neighbours  at  such  a  distance  ;  and  we  can  truly  say  we 
looked  on  their  defection  from  your  majest}  's  interest  with  great  pain 
and  anxiety.  Nevertheless,  not  long  before  our  being  made  prisoners, 
the  house  in  which  we  kept  our  contracts,  records,  deeds,  &.c.  was  in- 
vested with  an  armed  force,  and  all  our  papers  violently  carried  away, 
)ione  of  which  have  to  this  day  been  returned  us,  whereby  we  are  in  a 
great  measure  deprived  of  means  of  making  our  innocency  and  the  just- 
ness of  our  complaints  appear  in  their  true  light. 

"  Upon  our  sending  a  remonstrance  to  the  governor  and  council  of 
the  violence  that  had  been  offered  us  by  the  seizure  of  our  papers,  and 
of  the  groundless  fears  the  government  appeared  to  be  under  on  our 
account,  by  their  taking  away  our  ai'ms,  no  answer  was  returned  us  ;  but 
those  who  had  signed  the  remonstrance,  and  some  time  after  sixty 
more,  in  all  about  eighty  of  our  elders,  were  summoned  to  appear  be- 
fore the  governor  and  council,  which  they  immediately  complied  with, 
and  it  was  required  of  them,  that  they  should  take  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
without  the  exemption,  which,  during  a  course  of  near  fifty  years,  had 
been  granted  to  us  and  to  our  fathers,  of  not  being  obliged  to  bear 
arms,  and  which  was  the  principal  condition  upon  which  our  ancestors 
agreed  to  remain  in  Nova  Scotia,  when  the  rest  of  the  French  inhabi- 
tants evacuated  the  country,  which,  as  it  was  contrary  to  our  inclination 
and  judgment,  we  thought  ourselves  engaged  in  duty  absolutely  to  re- 
fuse. Nevertheless,  we  freely  offered,  and  would  gladly  have  renewed, 
OHr  oath  of  fidelity,  but  this  was  not  accepted  of,  and  we  were  all  im- 
mediately made  prisoners,  and  were  told  by  the  go^■ernor,  that  our 
estates,  both  real  and  personal,  were  forfeited  for  your  majesty's  use. 
As  to  those  who  remained  at  home,  they  were  summoned  to  appear 
before  the  commanciers  in  the  forts,  which,  we  showing  some  fear  to 
coniply  with,  on  the  account  of  the  seizure  of  our  papers,  and  impri- 
sonment of  so  many  of  our  elders,  we  had  the  greatest  assurance  given 
us  that  there  was  no  other  design  but  to  make  us  renew  oui-  former  oath 
of  fidelity  ;  ye>  as  soon  as  we  were  within  the  fort,  the  same  judgment 
was  passed  on  us  as  had  been  passed  on  our  brethren  at  Halifax,  and  we 
were  also  made  prisoners. 

"Thus,  notwithstanding  the  solemn  grants  made  to  our  fathers  by 
general  Philips,  and  the  declaration  made  by  governor  Shirley  and  Mr. 
Mascarine  in  your  majesty's  name,  that  it  was  your  majesty's  resolution 
to  protect  and  maintain  all  such  of  us  as  should  continue  in  their  duty 
and  allegiance  to  your  majesty,  in  the  quiet  and  peaceable  possession  of 
their  settlements,  and  the  enjoyment  of  all  their  rights  and  privileges, 
as  your  majesty's  subjects;  we  found  ourselves  at  once  deprived  of 
our  estates  and  liberties,  witi)Out  any  judicial  process,  or  even  without 
any  accusers  appearing  against  us,  and  this  solely  grounded  on  mistaken 
jealousies  and  false  suspicions  that  we  are  inclinable  to  take  part  with 
your  majesty's  enemies.  But  we  again  declare  that  that  accusation  is 
groundless  ;  it  was  always  our  fixed  resolution  to  maintain  to  the  utmost 
of  our  power  the  oath  of  fidelity  which  we  had  taken,  not  only  from  a 
sense  of  indispensable  duty,  but  also  because  we  were  well  satisfied  with 
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PART  I.  our  sUuaticn  under  youp  majesty's  government  and  proleclion,  and  did 
y,^-~y«^^  uoi  tliink  il  could  be  bettered  by  any  change  hiCh  could  be  proposed 
to  us.  It  has  also  been  f-iiscly  insinuated  that  w  e  iield  the  opinion  tha: 
we  might  be  absolved  from  our  oath  so  as  to  break  it  with  impunity  ; 
but  this  we  hkewise  solemnly  declare  to  be  a  false  accusation,  and  which 
we  plainly  evinced,  by  our  exposing  ourselves  to  so  great  losses  and 
sufferings,  rather  than  take  the  oath  proposed  to  the  governor  and 
council,  because  we  apprehended  vte  could  not  in  conscience  comply 
therewith. 

"Thus  we,  our  ancient  parents  and  grand  parents,  (men  of  great  in- 
tegrity and  approved  fidelity  to  your  majesty,)  and  our  innocent  wives 
and  ciiildren,  became  the  unliappy  victims  to  those  groundless  fears  : 
we  were  transported  into  the  English  colonies,  and  this  was  done  in  so 
much  haste,  and  with  so  little  regard  to  our  necessities  and  the  tenderest 
ties  of  nature,  that  from  the  most  social  enjoyments  and  af3uent  cir- 
cumstances, many  found  themselves  destitute  of  the  necessaries  of  hfe  : 
Parents  were  separated  from  children,  and  husbands  from  wives,  some 
of  whom  have  not  to  this  day  met  again  ;  and  we  were  so  crowded  in  the 
transport  vessels,  that  we  had  not  room  even  for  all  our  bodies  to  lay 
down  at  once,  and  consequently  were  prevented  from  carrying  with  us 
proper  necessaries,  especially  for  the  support  and  comfort  of  the  aged 
and  weak,  many  of  wljom  quickly  ended  iheir  misery  with  their  lives. 
And  even  those  amongst  us  who  had  suffered  deeply  from  your  majesty's 
enemies,  on  account  of  their  attachment  to  your  majesty's  government, 
were  equally  involved  in  the  common  calamity,  of  wiiich  Ren^  Laolane, 
the  notary  public  before  mentioned,  is  a  remarkable  instance.  He  was 
seized,  confijied,  and  brought  away  among  the  rest  of  the  people,  and 
his  family,  comisting  of  tiventy  children.,  and  ab^ut  one  hundred  and  ffiy 
grand  children,  xvere  scattered  in  different  colonies,  so  that  he  vag  put 
_  on  shore  at  JS'exc  York  vith  only  his  -u-ife  and  tico  youngest  children,  in 
an  infirm  state  of  health,  from  whence  he  joined  three  more  of  his 
children  at  Philadelphia,  where  he  died  without  any  more  notice  being 
taken  of  him  than  any  of  us,  notwitiistanding  his  many  years  labour  and 
deep  sufferings  for  your  majesty's  service. 

"The  miseries  we  have  since  endured  are  scarce  sufficiently  to  be 
expressed,  being  reduced  for  a  livelihood  to  toil  and  hard  labour  in  a 
southern  clime,  so  disagreeable  to  our  constitutions,  that  most  of  us 
have  been  prevented  by  sickness  from  procuring  the  necessary  subsist- 
ence for  our  families,  and  therefore  are  threatened  with  that  which  we 
esteem  the  greatest  aggravation  of  all  our  sufferings,  even  of  having 
our  children  forced  from  us,  and  bound  out  to  strangers,  and  exposed 
to  contagious  distempers  unknown  in  our  native  country. 

"Tliis,  compared  with  the  affluence  and  ease  we  enjoyed,  shows  our 
condition  to  be  extremely  wretched.  NVe  have  already  seen  in  this 
])rovince  of  Penns}  Ivania  two  hundred  and  fifty  of  our  people,  which  is 
more  than  half  the  number  that  were  landed  here,  perish  through  misery 
and  various  diseases.  In  this  great  distress  and  misery,  we  have,  under 
God,  none  but  }  our  majesty  to  look  to  with  hopes  of  relief  and  redress  : 
We  therefore  hereby  implore  your  gracious  protection,  and  request  you 
may  be  pleased  to  let  the  justice  of  our  complaints  be  truly  and  impar- 
tially enquired  into,  and  that  your  m.*jesty  would  please  to  grant  us  such 
relief  as  in  your  justice  and  clemency  you  will  think  our  case  requires, 
and  we  shall  hold  ourselves  bound  to  pray,"  !<c. 

This  pathetic  appeal  of  the  Acadians  had  not  tiie  least  effect  with  the 
British  government.  When  Jasper  Mauduit,  agent  of  the  province  of 
Massachusetts,  represented  to  Mr.  Grenville,  the  British  Minister,  that 
his  most  Christian  majesty,  looking  upon  the  Acadians  as  of  the  number 
of  those  who  had  been  his  most  faiihfal  subjects,  had  signified  his  wil- 
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lingness  to  order  transports  for  conveying  them  to  France,  from  the  PART  I. 
British  provinces,  Mr.  Grenville  immediately  said — "that  cannot  be —  v^-n^^W 
th;it  is  contrary  to  our  acts  of  navigation — how  can  the  French  court 
send  ships  to  our  colonies  r"    (See  the  letter  of  Jasper  Manduit,  dated 
Dec.  1768,  to  the  Speaker  of  the  Massachusetts  House  of  Representa- 
tives— in  the  vol.  of  the  Mass.  Hist.  Coll.  for  1799. 


(NOTE  G.   p.  113.) 

"The  English  made,  in  1745,  an  important  conquest,  which  they 
considered  as  an  ample  indemnification  for  the  losses  which  the  allies 
had  suffered  in  the  low  countries  :  it  was  that  of  Cape  Breton,"  Sic. 
Knch.  Histoire  Abregee  des  Traites  de  Paix.  Vol.  ii. 

In  the  negotiations  of  1748,  France  prescribed  the  restitution  of  Louis- 
bourg  as  the  first  article  of  a  pacification.  It  was  the  first  point  laken 
up  by  the  plenipotentiaries  at  Aix  la  Chapelle  ;  and  the  British  minister 
stated  at  once  the  readiness  of  England  to  restore  it,  for  certain  equi- 
valents. We  have  the  following  account  in  that  instructive  work,  His- 
toire de  la  DiplomaCie  Frayigoise,  (b.  v  vol.  5  ) 

"  A  memoir  was  sent  by  the  French  court  to  the  Count  St,  Se^erin, 
its  minister  at  Aix  la  Chapelle,  upon  the  indispensable  necessity  of  Cape 
Breton  to  France,  and  upon  the  fatal  consequences  of  leaving  that 
island  in  the  hands  of  tiie  English,  in  relation  to  the  free  trade  of  Canada 
and  Louisiana,  and  the  general  trade  of  the  other  powers  of  Europe.'" 
"It  will  be  the  more  necessary,"  said  the  official  instructions,  "  to  show 
merely  a  moderate  wish  to  recover  the  island,  as  we  know  that  England 
has  ii  not  much  at  heart  to  retain  hei^  conquest.  The  Count  Sv.  Severin 
may  then  give  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  to  understand,  that  the  loss  of 
Cape  Breton  is  less  important  in  itself,  than  on  account  of  the  stress 
laid  upon  it  by  the  public  npiniun  in  France  ;  and  that  the  king  doe.s 
not  attach  so  much  consequence  to  the  matter  himself,  as  not  to  prefer 
an  equivalent  in  the  low  countries,"  &c. 

It  is  stated  in  the  work  from  which  I  have- made  these  quotations, 
that  the  British  court  proposed  to  France,  in  1755,  that  the  whole 
southern  bank  of  the  river  St.  Lr»wrence  should  remain  uninhabited,  and 
the  lakes  unappropriated.  "  The  pretext  of  the  war  of  1756,"  sa}s  the 
same  work,  "  on  the  part  of  England,  was  the  encroaciunent  of  the 
French  on  the  limits  of  Acadia,  and  some  acts  of  violence  committed  on 
the  Ohio  ;  but  the  real  motive  was  to  avail  herself  of  ihe  supposed 
weakness  of  the  cabinet  of  Versailles,  to  destroy  the  F'rench  navy,  and 
to  avenge  the  defeats  of  Fontenoy  and  of  Lawfel'dt.  (Vol.  vi.  b.  1.) 


(XOTE  H.    p.  119.) 

Braddock's  papers  all  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  French.  In  the  yeir 
1757,  there  was  made  and  published  in  Philadelphia,  a  translation  of 
three  French  volumes  found  on  board  a  French  privateer,  and  contain- 
ing authenticated  copies  of  those  papers.  They  throw  great  I'ght  upon 
the  origin  of  his  expedition,  and  do  not  redound  to  the  credit  of  the 
Britisii  government  for  good  faith  in  its  negotiation  with  Fi-snce,  preh- 
mlnary  to  the  war  of  1756,  A  few  extracts  from  the  insiructicns  given 
to  Braddock,  and  his  correspondence  with  his  government,  may  serve 
to  amuse  the  American  reader. 
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PART  I.  «'  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  CumberlaMcl,"  say&  the  letter  of  lu^ 
(^^.^^V^/  structions  of  November  25,  1754,  "recommends  to  you  that  it  be  con- 
stantly observed  among  the  troops  under  your  command,  to  be  particu- 
larly careful  that  they  be  not  throxvn  into  a  panic  by  the  Indians,  with 
which  they  are  yet  unacquainted,  wliom  the  French  will  certainly  em- 
ploy to  frighten  them.  His  Roya)  Highness  recommends  to  you  the  visit- 
ing your  posts  night  and  day,  that  your  colonels  and  otlier  officers  be 
careful  to  do  it,  and  that  you  yourself  frequently  set  them  the  example, 
and  give  all  your  troops  plainly  to  understand  that  no  excuse  tviU  be  ad- 
mitted for  any  surprise  ivhatsoever . 

Part  of  a  letter  from  General  Braddocic,  to  the  Hon.  Thomas  Robinson. 

"  Alexandria,  19lh  of  April,  1755, 

**  Governor  Shirley  will  acquaint  you,  sir,  of  the  expense  of  JVew  Eiig- 
land  upon  the  prodigious  levy  of  men  that  has  been  made  in  these  go- 
vernments, jTor  the  enterprises  of  the  north,  the  other  governors  have  done 
very  little,  or  rather  nothing.  I  cannot  but  take  the  liberty  to  repre- 
sent to  you  the  necessity  of  laying  a  tax  vpo7i  all  his  majesty's  dominions 
in  America,  agreeably  to  the  result  of  council,  for  reimbursing  the  great 
sUms  that  must  be  advanced  for  the  service  and  interest  of  the  colonies 
in  this  important  crisis." 

From  the  same  to  the  same. 

«  Fort  Cumberland,  (at  Will's  Creek,) 

June  5th,  1755. 

"  I  have  at  jast  assembled  all  the  troops  destined  for  the  attack  of 
Fort  dit  Quesiie,  which  amount  to  two  thousand  effective  men,  of  which 
there  are  eleven  hundred  furnished  by  the  southern  provinces,  who  have 
so  little  courage  and  disposition,  that  scarce  any  military  service  ca7i  be  ex- 
pected from  them,  though  I  have  employed  the  best  officers  to  form 
them." 

"I  desired  Mr.  B.  Franklin,  Post-Master  of  Pemisylvaiiia,  who  has 
great  credit  in  the  provinces,  to  hire  me  one  hundred  and  fifty  wag- 
gons and  the  number  of  horses  necessary,  which  he  did  with  so  much 
goodness  and  readiness,  that  it  is  almost  the  first  instance  of  integrity, 
address,  and  ability  that  I  have  seen  in  all  these  provinces." 


(NOTE  I.  p.  125  ) 

His  Excellency  the  Commander  in  Chief,  the  Earl  of  Loudon,  though 
of  a  very  lordly  carriage  towards  the  provincials,  was  unable  to  stifle 
the  petulence  of  their  press.  The  newspapers  of  their  large  towns 
carped  and  sneered  at  his  operations,  in  a  manner  that  might  have  pro- 
voked the  master  of  fewer  legions  to  exert  a  vigour  beyond  the  law. 
The  following  piece  published  in  the  New  York  gazette,  during  his 
presence  in  that  city,  shows  the  boldness  of  the  censorship  exercised 
over  the  management  of  the  British  commanders,  and  furnishes  a  good 
sketch  of  the  first  campaigns  of  the  war. 

T.xtract  of  a  letter  from  A''eiv  York,  to  a  gentleman  in  London,  dated  JVextf- 
York,  August  26,  1757. 

"The  situation  of  affairs  in  America,  grow  more  and  more  danger- 
ous ;  and  what  makes  us  despair  of  seeing  things  mend,  is  that,  by  I 
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know  not  what  fatality  of  conduct  in  our  commanders,  the  more  we  are  part  I, 
strengthened  with  land  forces  from  Great  Britain,  tlie  more  ground  we  ^  ^^i.^,^^ 
lose  against  the  French,  whose  number  of  regular  troops  is,  according 
to  the  best  information  we  can  gel  here,  nuicii  inferior  to  ours. 

**To  give  you  some  idea  of  liiis,  all  the  success  we  can  pretend  to 
boast  of  in  the  course  of  this  war,  happened  in  the  two  Jirst  years  of  it, 
when  we  had  not  a  fourth  part  of  the  regular  troops  we  now  have,  and 
the  French  had  at  least  an  equal  number  in  Canada  and  Louisbourg. 

**  Our  campaign  in  1755,  opened  with  an  expethlion  against  the  en- 
croachments of  the  French  in  N'ova  Scotia,  with  about  four  hundred 
troops  of  the  three  regiments  posted  here,  and  two  thousand  New- 
England  irregulars,  fitted  out  from  Boston ;  which  was  conducted  in 
such  a  manner,  that  the  French  forts  upon  the  isthmus  were  soon  sur- 
rendered to  us  ;  their  garrisons  transported  to  Louisbourg  ;  one  of  their 
forts  upon  the  river  St.  John,  abandoned  by  them,  and  tlieir  settlements 
about  it  broken  up  ;  and  in  the  same  year  our  own  fortifications  were 
advanced  towards  Montreal  as  far  as  lake  St.  Sacrament,  now  lake 
George,  as  in  the  preceding  year  they  had  likewise  begun  to  be  upon 
the  river  Kennebeck,  towards  the  metropolis  of  Canada  : — And  the 
French  general  Deiskau,  who  came  from  France  that  year  with  about 
three  thousand  troops,  and  had  begun  his  march  to  invest  Oswego,  was 
prevented  from  making  an  attempt  upon  it,  and  defeated  in  his  attack 
upon  our  camp  at  Lake  George  ;  and  in  the  year  1756,  a  large  party  of 
French  regulars,  Canadians  and  Indians,  which  attacked  by  surprise  a 
party  of  our  batteaux  men,  upon  the  river  Onondago,  were  entirely  de- 
feated by  aH  inferior  number  of  them. 

"  No  sooner  were  our  forces  increased  by  those  which  arrived  here 
from  Europe  with  general  Abercrombie,  in  June,  1756,  but  things  took 
a  very  different  turn.  Though  timely  information  was  given,  that  a 
large  French  camp  was  formed  within  about  thirty  miles  of  Oswego, 
with  intent  speedily  to  attack  it ;  yet,  by  some  unaccountable  deiay  to 
send  it  a  reinforcement,  that  most  material  place  was  lost ;  General 
Webb,  who  ilid  at  last  embark  with  one  for  its  relief,  not  setting  out 
till  two  days  before  it  was  taken. 

"Our  next  misfortune,  which  followed  close  upon  the  heels  of  this, 
was,  that  when  our  general  had  got  as  far  as  the  great  carrying-place, 
at  Oneida,  (a  pass  in  the  country  of  the  Six  Nations,)  which  was  so 
strongly  fortified,  and  so  inaccessible  to  the  enemy's  artillery,  that  it 
might  have  defied  the  whole  French  army  to  take  it,  he  demolished 
the  fort  and  works  there  in  a  few  days,  and  retired  with  his  forces  to  a 
place  called  the  German-Flats,  which  is  sixty  miles  nearer  Albany,  and 
s9on  after  to  Schenectady,  which  is  no  more  than  seventeen  miles  from 
that  city  ;  and  thereby  not  only  abandoned  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians, 
and  their  country,  to  the  enemy,  but  left  the  French  a  free  passage 
from  Oswego,  through  the  Mohawks  river,  to  Schenectady. — And  what 
is  still  more  extraordinary  in  this,  is,  that  whilst  the  general  was  de- 
molishing the  works  at  this  carrying-place,  and  retiring  back  to  Sche- 
nectady, the  French  were  as  busy  in  demolishing  the  works  at  Oswego, 
and  retiring  from  thence  back  towards  Montreal. 

"  This  precipitate  retreat  was  immediately  followed  by  as  fatal  a  de- 
lay ;  for  though  we  had  a  sufficient  force  ready  to  have  proceeded  that 
year  in  our  expedition  against  Crown  Point,  yet  we  wasted  the  whole 
season  in  entrenching  at  Lake  George,  and'  fortifying  Fort  William- 
Henry  there  :  the  consequence  of  which  was,  that  we  not  only  lost  a 
favourable  opportunity  for  making  an  attempt  against  Crown  Point,  but 
paid  for  that  neglect,  by  the  loss  of  Fort  William-Henry  itself,  this 
year. 

"  This  closed  our  operations  in  1756  :  The  beginning  of  tliis  year  was 
spent  in  making  preparations  for  the  expedition  against  Louisbourg; 
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PART  I.  whicli  took  us  up  till  the  latter  end  of  June ;  then  our  transports  saiJetl 
from  hence  for  Halifax,  with  about  six  thousand  regular  troops  ;  and  in 
their  passage  most  miraculously  escaped  oeing  taken  by  the  French 
ships,  which,  we  are  informed,  had  been  about  five  da\s  before  cruiz- 
ing off  that  harbour.  After  spending  about  five  weeks  at  Halifax  in 
holding  councils  of  war,  the  result  of  them  was,  to  lay  aside  the  expedi- 
tion against  Louisbourg. 

"  "Wiiilst  we  were  employed  in  making  this  dangerous  passage  to  Ha- 
lifax, and  holding  councils  of  war  there,  Mons.  Montcalm  took  the  op- 
portunity of  Lord  Loudon's  absence,  and  proceeded  from  Quebec  to 
Crown  Point,  witli  about  ten  thousand  men,  consisting  of  regular  troops, 
Canadians,  and  Indians ;  from  whence  he  made  Fort  William-Henry  a 
visit,  which  he  took,  after  a  siege  of  about  five  or  six  days,  and  de- 
molished  :  disabled  the  garrison,  which  consisted  of  about  two  thousand 
three  hundred  men,  from  serving  against  the  French  for  the  space  of 
eighteen  months  ;  made  himself  master  of  our  magazines  of  provision 
and  stores ;  the  former  of  which  were  of  very  great  service  to  the  ene- 
my ;  and  secured  the  entire  possession  of  the  lakes  between  Lake 
George  and  Montreal ;  finished  this  business,  and  retired  with  his 
army,  before  the  return  of  Lord  Loudon  with  his  troops  from  Halifax, 
which  are  expected  here  every  day. 

*'  Such  is  the  present  state  of  our  affairs,  the  fruits  of  our  two  last 
years  inactive  campaigns,  of  our  want  of  proper  intelligence,  and  the 
little  use  we  make  of  w  hat  we  do  get !  we  find  by  woful  experience, 
that  our  great  numbers  of  regular  troops  have  been  of  no  service,  for 
want  of  proper  management ;  the  French  carry  all  before  them  :  and 
what  the  next  year  will  produce,  God  only  knows ;  I  tremble  to 
think." 


(NOTE  J.    p.  131.) 

Every  account  of  these  campaigns,  which  was  published  in  England, 
contained  some  fabricated  or  distorted  anecdotes,  tending  to  bring  ri- 
dicule or  contempt  upon  the  provincials.  In  Knox's  Historical  Jour- 
nal,* for  instance,  the  most  considerable  and  esteemed  work  respecting 
the  operations  in  America  from  1756  to  1760,  I  find  such  stories  as  the 
two  which  I  am  to  quote,  and  which  have  neither  verisimilitude  nor 
poignancy  to  compensate  for  their  falsehood. 

"  March  28,  1758. — Two  sail  of  ships  were  discovered  to  cross  the 
basin  below,  and  run  up  Moose  and  Bear  rivers,  which  being  unusual 
for  British  ships,  a  boat  was  sent  down  for  intelligence,  and  to  watch 
their  motions.  The  boat  returned,  and  brought  up  the  masters  of  the 
two  vessels  ;  they  came  from  fort  Cumberland,  and  are  bound  to  Boston  ; 
by  them  we  are  informed  there  is  an  embargo  laid  on  all  the  ports  of 
Nev/  England,  New  York,  Halifax,  &c.  &c.  We  hear  of  great  prepa- 
rations for  opening  the  campa'-gn,  that  there  are  more  troops  expected 
from  Europe,  and  that  the  province  of  Massachusetts  is  raising  a  large 
body  of  provincials  to  co-operate  with  the  regulars  ;  the  masters  of 
these  sloops  say,  ihat  ail  is  weil  at  Ciiegnecto,  and  also  at  Fort  Edward 
and  Fort  Sackville,  where  they  have  lately  been  ;  these  men  farther  add, 
that  it  was  reported  at  Boston,  that  the  particular  department  of  the 


*  Historical  .lourn^l  of  the  Campaigns  in  North  America,  for  the 
years  1757,  1758,  1759,  and  1760,  by  captain  John  Knox  :  dedicated  by 
permission,  to  general  Amherst.    2  vols,  4to. 
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New  England  troops  this  campaign,  would  be  the  reduction  of  Canada  ;  part  I. 
this  was  matter  of  great  mirth  to  us,  and  an  officer  who  was  present,  ^^^/-^^ 
humorously  replied,  And  let  the  regulars  remain  in  the  different  forts  and 
garrisons,  to  hc-^v  ivood  and  dig  sand,  &c.  then  the  French  will  be Jinely  hum- 
bled tn  America:'    Vol.  i.  p.  112 

"  December  1st.  1758. —  We  weighed  this  morning  about  eight 
o'clock,  and  attempted  to  get  out  into  the  bay  ;  but  not  consulting  the 
proper  time  of  tide,  we  were  obliged  to  put  back,  and  come  to  an  an- 
chor ;  about  noon  we  weighed  again  with  the  tide  of  ebb,  and  liitle 
wind  falling,  with  an  agitated  sea,  occasioned  by  conflicting  currents, 
our  transport  missed  stays,  and  we  narrowly  escaped  being  wrecked 
upon  a  lee  shore,  where  the  vessel  would  probably  have  been  dashed 
to  pieces,  the  western  side  of  the  entrance  being  a  complete  ledge  of 
rocks,  the  master  instantly  fell  upon  his  knees,  crying  out — '  What  shall 
we  do  ?  I  vow  1  fear  we  shall  all  be  lost,  let  us  go  to  prayers;  what  can 
we  do  dear  Jonathan  r'  Jonathan  went  forward  muttering  to  himself, 
*  do — I  vow  Ebenezer,  I  don't  know  what  we  shall  do  any  more  than 
thyself;'  when  fortunately  one  of  our  soldiers,  who  was  a  thorough  bred 
seamen,  and  had  served  several  years  on  board  a  ship  of  war,  ;4nd  after- 
wards in  a  privateer,  hearing  and  seeing  the  helpless  state  of  mind  xvhich 
our  poor  J\'ew  England  men  ivere  under,  and  our  sloop  driving  towards 
the  shore,  called  out,  '  why  d —  your  eyes  and  limbs, — down  with  her 
sails  and  let  her  drive  a — e  foremost ;  what  the  devil  signifies  your  cant- 
ing and  praying  now?' — Ebenezer  quickly  taking  the  hint,  called  to 
Jonathan  to  lower  the  sails,  saying,  he  vowed  he  believed  that  young 
man's  advice  was  very  good,  but  wished  he  had  not  delivered  it  so  pro- 
fanely.' However,  it  answered  to  our  wish  ;  every  thing  that  was  ne- 
cessary was  transacted  instantaneously  ;  the  soldier  gave  directions,  and 
seizing  the  helm,  we  soon  recovered  ourselves,  cleared  the  streight,.and 
drove  into  the  bay  stern  foremost." 

Knox's  Hist.  Journal,  vol.  i.  p.  217-18. 

The  London  newspapers  were  never  without  "  extracts  of  letters 
from  officers  serving  in  the  British  army  in  America,"  which  surpassed 
the  formal  relations  of  the  war,  in  ridicule  and  obloquy  of  the  Ameri- 
cans. A  lampoon  of  this  description,  published  in  the  London  Ciironi- 
cle  of  May,  1759,  drew  an  answer  from  Dr.  Frankhn,  which  was  insert- 
ed in  the  same  paper  a  few  days  afterwards.  I  have  not  seen  this 
characteristic  production  in  any  collection  of  his  works,  and  I  therefore 
give  it  place  in  this  volume,  with  the  aim  of  which  it  so  happily  coin- 
cides. It  evidences  the  staleness,  as  it  explodes  the  absurdity  of  those 
contumelious  allegations  against  us,  which  the  same  spirit  that  gave  them 
birth  at  the  earliest  period,  and  has  never  since  declined,  now  re- 
proaches in  the  British  Journals 

From  the  London  Chronicle. 

*'  Mi{.  Chronicle, 

"Sir,  while  the  public  attention  is  so  much  turned  towards  America, 
every  letter  from  thence  that  promises  new  information,  is  pretty  ge- 
nerally read  ;  it  seems,  therefore,  the  more  necessary  that  care  should 
be  taken  to  disabuse  the  public,  when  those  letters  contain  facts  false 
in  themselves,  and  representations  injurious  to  bodies  of  people,  or 
even  to  private  persons. 

*'ln  your  paper.  No.  310,  I  found  an  extract  of  a  letter,  said  to  be 
from  a  gentleman  in  general  Abercrombie's  army.  As  there  are  several 
strokes  in  it  tending  to  render  the  colonies  despicable,  and  even  odious 
to  the  mother  country,  which  may  have  ill  consequences ;  and  no  no- 
tice havijig  been  taken  of  the  injuries  contained  in  that  letter,  other 


448 


NOTES. 


PART  I.  letters  of  the  same  nature  liave  since  been  published ;  permit  me  to 

(,.,^'->^^^^  make  a  few  observations  on  it. 

"  The  writer  says,  '  New-England  was  settled  by  Presbyterians  and 
Independents,  who  took  shelteM*  there  from  the  persecutions  of  Arch- 
bishop Laud  ; — tJiey  still  retain  their  original  character,  they  generally  hate 
the  Church  of  England,''  sa)  s  he.  It  is  very  true,  that  if  some  resentment 
still  remained  for  the  hardships  their  fath^'s  suffered,  it  might  perhaps 
be  not  much  wondered  at ;  but  the  fact  is,  that  the  moderation  of  the 
present  Cluirch  of  England  towards  dissenters  in  old  as  well  as  New- 
England,  has  quite  eff'aced  those  impressions  ;  the  dissenters  too  are  be- 
come less  rigid  and  scrupidous,  and  the  good  will  between  those  differ- 
ent bodies  in  that  country,  is  now  both  mutual  and  equal. 

"  He  goes  on  :  *  They  came  out  ivith  a  levelling  spirit,  and  they  retain  it. 
They  cannot  bear  to  think  that  one  man  should  be  exorbitantly  rich,  andano- 
ihei'poov  ;  so  that,  except  in  the  sea-port  toxvns,  there  are  fexv  great  estates 
among  them.  This  equality  produces  also  a  rusticity  of  manners  ;  for  in  their 
language,  dress,  and  tn  all  their  behaviour,  they  are  more  boorish  than  any 
thing  you  ever  saiv  in  a  certain  northern  latitude.''  One  would  imagine  from 
this  account,  that  those  who  were  growing  poor,  plundered  those  who 
Were  growing  rich,  to  preserve  this  equality,  and  that  property  had  no 
protection  ;  whereas,  in  fact,  it  is  no  where  more  secure  than  in  the 
New  England  colonies,  the  law  is  no  where  better  executed,  or  justice 
obtained  at  less  expense.  Tlie  equality  he  speaks  of,  arises  first  from 
a  more  equal  distribution  of  lands  by  the  assemblies  in  the  first  settle- 
ment than  has  been  practised  in  the  other  colonies,  where  favourites  of 
governors  liave  obtained  enormous  tracts  for  trifling  considerations,  to 
the  prejudice  both  of  the  crown  revenues  and  the  public  good  ;  and  se- 
condly, from  the  nature  of  their  occupation;  husbandmen  with  small 
tracts  of  land,  though  they  may  by  industry  maintain  themselves  and  fa- 
milies in  mediocrity,  having  few  means  of  acquiring  great  wealth,  espe- 
cially in  a  young  colony  that  is  to  be  supplied  with  its  clothing,  and 
many  other  expensive  articles  of  consumption  from  the  mother  country. 
Their  dress  the  gentleman  may  be  a  more  critical  judge  of,  than  I  can 
pretend  to  be  :  all  I  know  of  it  is,  that  they  wear  the  manufacture  of 
Britain,  and  follow  its  fashions  perhaps  too  closely,  everv  remarkable 
change  in  tlie  mode  making  its  appearance  there  within  a  few  months 
after  its  invention  here  ;  a  natural  effect  of  their  constant  intercourse 
with  England,  by  ships  arriving  almost  every  week  from  the  capital, 
their  respect  for  the  mother  coiuitry,  and  admiration  of  every  thing 
tliat  is  British.  But  as  to  their  language,  I  must  beg  this  genileman's 
pardon,  if  1  diff  er  from  him.  His  eur,  accustomed  perhaps  to  the  dia- 
lect practised  in  the  certain  ywrthern  latitude  he  mentions,  may  not  be 
qualifieri  to  judge  so  nicely  what  relates  to  pure  English.  And  I  appeal 
to  all  Englishmen  here,  who  have  been  acquainted  with  the  colonists, 
v.'hether  it  is  not  a  common  remark,  that  they  speak  the  language  with 
such  an  exactness  both  of  expression  and  accent,  th;tt  thougu  you  may 
know  the  natives  of  several  of  the  counties  of  England,  by  peculiarities 
in  their  dialect,  you  cannot  by  that  means  distinguish  a  North  Ameri- 
can, All  the  new  books  and  jjamphlets  worth  reading,  that  are  pub- 
lished here,  in  a  few  weeks  are  transmitted  and  found  there,  where 
there  is  not  a  man  or  woman  born  in  the  country  but  what  can  read: 
and  it  must,  I  should  think,  be  a  ])leasuig  reflection  to  those  who  write 
either  for  the  benefit  of  the  present  age  or  of  posterity,  to  find  their 
audience  increasing  with  the  increase  of  our  colonies  ;  and  their  lan- 
guage extending  itself  beyond  the  narrow  bounds  of  tliese  islands,  to  a 
continent  larger  than  all  Europe,  and  to  a  future  empire  as  fully  peo- 
pled, which  Britain  may  one  day  probably  possess  in  those  vast  western 
regions. 

"  But  the  gentleman  makes  more  injurious  comparisons  than  these: 
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'  lyiai  latiinde,^  he  says,  *  has  this  advantage  over  them,  that  it  has  pro-  PART  I. 
diicccl  sharp,  acute  men,  fit  for  war  or  learning,  whereas,  the  others  are 
remarkably  simple  or  silly,  and  blunder  eternally.  We  have  6000  of 
tluMr  militia,  which  the  general  would  willingly  exchange  for  2000  re- 
gulars, ^"hey  are  for  ever  marring  some  one  or  other  of  our  plans, 
when  sent  to  execute  tliem.  'I'hc-y  can,  indeed,  some  of  them  at  least, 
range  in  the  woods;  but  300  Indians  with  their  yell,  throw  3000  of 
them  in  a  jjanic,  and  then  they  will  leave  nothing  to  the  enemy  to  do, 
for  they  will  shoot  one  another  ;  and  in  the  woods  our  regulars  are 
afraid  to  be  on  a  command  with  them  on  that  very  account.''  I  doubt, 
Mr.  Chronicle,  that  this  paragraph,  when  it  comes  to  be  read  in  Ame- 
rica, will  have  no  good  effect ;  and  rather  increase  that  inconvenient 
disgust  which  is  too  apt  to  arise  between  the  troops  of  different  corps,  or 
countries,  who  are  obliged  to  serve  together.  Will  not  a  New-England 
officer  be  apt  lo  retort  and  say,  what  founrlation  have  \  ou  for  this  odi- 
ous distinction  in  favour  of  the  offirers  from  your  certain  northern  lati- 
tude? Ihey  may,  as  you  say,  be  Jit  for  learning- ;  but,  surely,  the  return 
of  your  first  general,  with  a  well  appointed  and  sufficient  force,  from 
his  expedition  against  Louisbourg,  without  so  much  as  seeing  the 
place,  is  not  the  most  shiTiing  pioof  of  his  talents  for  war.  And  no  one 
u  ill  say  his  plan  was  maiTcd  by  iis,  for  we  were  not  wiih  him.— Was  his 
successor  who  conducted  the  blundering  attack,  and  inglorious  retreat 
from  riconderoga,  a  New-England  man,  or  one  o{' that  certain  latitude? 
— Then  as  to  the  comparison  between  regulars  and  provincials,  will  not 
the  latter  remark,  that  it  was  2000  New-England  provincials,  with 
about  150  regulars,  that  took  the  strong  fort  of  Beausejour,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war;  though  in  the  accounts  transmitted  to  the  English 
Gazette,  the  honour  was  claimed  by  the  regulars,  and  little  or  no  no- 
tice taken  of  the  others. — Tl\at  it  was  the  provincials  who  beat  general 
Dieskau,  with  his  regulars,  Canadians,  and  '  yelling  Indians,' and  sent; 
him  prisoner  to  England. — That  it  was  a  provincial-born  officer,*  with 
American  batteaux-men,  that  beat  the  French  and  Indians  on  Oswego 
river. — That  it  was  the  same  officer,  with  provincials,  who  made  tliat 
long  and  admirable  iparch  into  the  enemy's  country,  took  and  destroy- 
ed Fort  Frontenac,  with  the  whole  French  fleet  on  the  lakes,  and 
struck  terror  into  the  heart  of  Canada. — That  it  was  a  provincial  offi- 
cer,! with  provincials  only,  who  made  another  extraordinary  march 
into  the  enemy's  country,  surprized  and  destroyed  the  Indian  town  of 
Kittanning,  bringing  off"  the  scalps  of  their  chiefs. — That  one  ranging 
captain  of  a  few  provincials,  Rogers,  has  harrassed  the  enemy  more  on 
the  frontiers  of  Canada,  and  destroyed  more  of  their  men,  than  the 
whole  army  of  regulars. — That  it  was  the  regulars  who  surrendered 
themselves,  with  the  provincials  under  their  command,  prisoners  of 
war,  almost  as  soon  as  they  were  besieged,  with  the  forts,  fleet,  and. -all 
the  provisions  and  stores  that  had  been  provided  and  amassed  at  so  im- 
mense an  expense,  at  Oswego.  That  it  was  the  regulars  who  surren- 
dered fort  William-Henry,  and  suff'ered  themselves  to  be  butchered  and 
scalped  with  arms  in  their  hands. — That  it  was  the  regulars  under 
Braddock,  who  were  thrown  into  a  panic  by  the  *  yells  of  3  or  400  In- 
dians,'-*  in  their  confusion  shot  one  another,  and,  with  five  times  the 
force  of  the  enemy,  fled  before  them,  destroying  all  their  own  stores, 
ammunition,  and  provision  ! — These  regular  geritlemen,  will  the  provin- 
cial rangers  add,  may  possibly  be  afraid,  as  the  say  they  are,  to  be  on  a 
command  ~^vith  us  in  the  woods ;  but  when  it  is  considered,  that  from  all 
past  experience,  the  chance  of  our  shooting  them  is  not  as  one  to  a 
hundred,  compared  with  that  of  their  being  shot  by  the  enemy  ;  may  it 


*  Colonel  Bradstreet. 
Vol.  I. — 3  I^ 


f  Colonel  Armstrong,  of  Pennsylvania, 


450 


PART  I.  ''"^     be  suspected,  tiiat  wliat  they  give  as  the  vcrij  iicconni  of  their  fea^ 
.  and  unwillingness  to  venture  out  with  us,  is  only  the  very  excuse;  and 
that  a  concern  for  their  scalps  weighs  more  with  them  than  a  regard  for 
their  honour. 

"  Such  as  these,  Sir,  I  imagine  may  be  the  reflections  extortedhy  such 
provocation,  from  the  provincials  in  general.  But  the  New-England 
men  in  particular,  will  have  reason  to  resent  the  remarks  on  their  re- 
duction of  Louisbourg.  Your  writer  ])roceeds,  '  Indeed  they  are  all 
very  ready  to  make  their  boast  of  taking  Louisbourg,  in  1745 ;  but  if 
people  were  to  be  acquitted  or  condemned  according  to  the  propriety 
and  wisdom  of  their  plans,  and  not  according  to  their  success,  ihe  per- 
sons that  undertook  the  siege,  merited  little  praise  :  for  I  have  heard 
officers,  who  assisted  at  it,  say,  never  was  an}'  thing  more  rash  ;  for  had 
one  single  part  of  their  plan  failed,  or  had  the  French  made  the  for- 
tieth part  of  the  resistance  then  that  they  have  made  now,  every  soul  of 
the  New-Englanders  must  have  fallen  in  the  trenches.  The  garrison 
was  weak,  sickly,  and  destitute  of  provisions,  and  disgusted,  and  there- 
fore became  a  ready  prey  :  and,  when  they  returned  to  France,  were 
decimated  for  their  gallant  defence.'  Where  then  is  the  glory  arising 
from  thence  ? — After  denying  his  facts,  'that  the  garrison  was  weak, 
wanted  provisions,  made  not  a  fortieth  part  of  the  resistance,  were  de- 
cimated,'&c.  the  New-England  men  will  ask  this  regular  gentleman,  if 
the  place  was  well  fortified,  and  had  (as  it  really  had)  a  numerous  gar- 
rison, was  it  not  at  least  brave  to  attack  it  with  a  handful  of  raw  undis- 
ciplined militia  P  If  the  garrison  was,  as  you  say,  '  sickly,  disgusted,  des- 
titute of  provisions,  and  ready  to  become  a  prey,'  was  it  not  prudmt  to 
seize  that  opportunity,  and  put  the  nation  in  possession  of  so  important 
a  fortress,  at  so  small  an  expense  ?  So  that  if  you  will  not  allow  the  en- 
terprize  to  be,  as  we  think  it  was,  ho\h  brave  ^^^<X  prudeyitf  ought  you 
not  at  least  to  grant  it  was  either  one  or  the  other  P  But  is  there  no  merit 
on  this  score  in  the  people  ;  who,  though  at  first  so  greatly  divided,  as 
to  the  making  or  forbearing  the  attempt,  that  it  was  carried  in  the  af- 
firmative, by  tiie  small  majority  of  07ie  vote  only  ;  yet  when  it  was  once 
resolved  on,  tinanimously  prosecuted  the  design,  and  prepared  the 
means  with  the  greatest  zeal  and  diligence  ;  so  that  the  whole  equip- 
ment was  completely  ready  before  the  season  would  permit  the  execu- 
tion ?  Is  there  no  merit  of  praise  in  laying  and  executing  their  plan  so 
well,  that,  as  you  have  confessed,  not  single  part  of  it  failed  ?  If  the 
plan  was  destitute  of  *  propriety  and  w^isdom,'  would  it  not  have  re- 
quired the  sharp  dcutevaen  of  the  7iorthern  latitude  to  execute  it,  that  by 
supplying  its  deficiencies  they  might  give  it  some  chance  of  success  ? 
But  if  such  *  remarkably  silly,  simple,  blundering  mar  plans,''  as  you 
say  we  arc,  could  execute  this  plan,  so  that  not  a  single  part  of  it  failed, 
does  it  not  at  le;.st  show  that  tlie  plan  itself  must  be  laid  with  so7ne  'wis- 
dom and  propriety  ?' — Is  there  no  merit  in  the  ardour  with  which  all  de- 
grees and  )-anks  of  people  quitted  their  private  affairs,  and  ranged 
themselves  under  the  banners  of  their  king,  for  the  honour,  safety,  and 
advantage  of  their  country  ?  Is  there  no  merit  in  the  profound  secrecy 
guarded  by  a  whole  people,  so  that  the  enemy  had  not  the  least  intelli- 
gence of  the  design,  till  they  saw  the  fleet  of  transports  cover^he  sea 
before  their  port  ? — Is  there  none  in  the  indefatigable  labour  the  troops 
went  tlirough  during  the  siege,  performing  the  duty  both  of  men  and 
horses;  the  hardships  they  patiently  suffered  for  want  of  tents  and 
other  necessaries  ;  the  readiness  with  which  they  learnt  to  move,  direct, 
and  manage  cannon,  raise  batteries,  and  form  approaches  ;  the  bravery 
with  which  they  sustained  sallies;  and  finally,  in  their  consenting  to 
stay  and  garrison  the  place  after  it  was  taken,  absent  from  their  busi- 
'  ness  and  families,  till  troops  could  be  brought  from  England  for  that 
purpose,  though  they  undertook  the  service  on  a  promise  of  being  dis- 
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charg-ed  as  soon  as  it  was  over,  were  unprovided  for  so  long"  an  ab- 
sence,  and  actually  suffered  ten  times  more  loss  by  mortal  sickness  \^ 
through  want  of  necessaries,  thun  they  suffered  from  the  arms  of  the 
enemy  Tlie  nation,  however,  hail  a  sense  of  this  undertakii..^  different 
from  the  unkind  one  of  this  gentleman.  At  tlie  treaty  of  peace,  the 
possession  of  Louisbonrg  was  found  of  great  advantage  to  our  afiairs  in 
Europe  ;  and  if  the  brave  men  that  made  ti.e  acquisition  for  us  were 
uoire-wardedy  at  least  they  were  praised.  En-cy  may  continue  awhile  to 
caval  and  detract,  but  public  virtue  will  in  the  end  obtain  esteem  ;  and 
honest  impartiality  in  this  and  future  ages,  will  not  fail  doing  justice  to 
merit. 

•  "  Yowv gentleman  xuritcr  thus  decently  goes  on.  '  The  most  substantial 
men  of  most  of  the  provinces,  are  children  or  grandchildren  of  those 
that  came  here  at  the  king's  exj)ense  :  that  is,  thieves,  highwa}  men, 
and  robbers.'  Being  probably  a  military  gentleman,  this,  and  ihen  fore 
a  person  of  nice  honour,  if  anj'  one  should  tell  him  in  the  plainest  lan- 
guage, that  wiiat  he  here  says  is  an  absolute  falsehood,  challenges  and 
cutting  of  throats  might  immediately  ensue,  I  shall,  therefore,  only  re- 
fer him  to  his  oivn  account  in  this  same  letter,  of  the  peopling-  of  New-Eng- 
land, whicli  he  says,  with  more  truth,  was  by  Puritans  who  fled  thither 
for  shelter  from  the  persecutions  of  Archbishop  Laud.  Is  there  not  a 
wide  difference  between  removing  to  a  distant  country  to  enjoy  the 
exercise  of  religion,  according  to  a  man's  conscience,  and  his  being 
trnsported  thither  by  a  law,  as  a  punishment  for  his  crimes?  This  con- 
tradiction we  therefore  leave  the  gentleman  and  himself  to  settle  as  well 
as  tJiey  can  l)etween  them.  One  would  think  from  his  account,  that  the 
provinces  were  so  many  colonies  from  Xewgate.  The  truth  is,  not 
only  Laud's  persecution,  but  the  other  public  troubles  in  the  following 
reign**,  induced  many  thousand  families  to  leave  England,  and  settle  in 
the  plantations.  During  the  predominance  of  the  parliiiment,  many 
ro\alists  removed  or  were  banished  to  'N'irginia  and  Barbadoes,  who  af- 
terwards spread  into  the  other  settlements^  The  Catholics  sheltered 
themselves  in  Maryland.  At  the  restoration,  many  of  the  deprived  non- 
conformist ministers,  with  their  families,  friends,  and  hearers,  went  over. 
Towards  the  end  of  Charles  the  Second's  reign,  and  during  James  the 
Second's,  the  Dissenters  again  flocked  into  America,  driven  by  persecu- 
tion, and  dreading  the  introduction  of  popery  at  home.  Then  the  high 
price  or  reward  of  labour  in  the  colonies,  and  want  of  artisans  there, 
drew  over  many,  as  well  as  the  occasion  of  commerce ;  and  when  once 
people  begin  to  migrate,  every  one  has  his  little  sphere  of  acquaintance 
and  connections,  which  he  draws  after  him,  by  invitation,  motives  of  in- 
terest, praising  his  new  settlement,  and  other  encouragemenis.  The 
'  most  substantial  men'  are  descendants  of  those  early  settlers ;  new 
comers  not  liaving  yet  had  time  to  raise  estates.  The  practice  of  send- 
ing convicts  thither,  is  modern  ;  and  the  same  indolence  of  temper  and 
habits  of  idleness  that  make  people  poor  and  tempt  them  to  steal  in 
England,  continue  with  them  when  they  are  sent  to  America,  and  must 
there  have  the  same  effects,  where  all  who  live  well,  owe  their  subsist- 
ence to  labour  and  business  ;  and  where  it  is  a  thousand  times  more  diffi- 
cult than  here,  to  acquire  wealth  without  industry.  Hence  the  instances 
of  transported  thieves  advancing  their  fortunes  in  the  colonies,  are  ex- 
tremely rare  ;  if  there  really  is  a  single  instance  of  it,  which  I  very  much 
doubt;  but  of  their  being  advanced  there  to  the  gallows,  the  instances 
are  plenty.  Might  they  not  as  well  have  been  hani^ed  at  home  ? — We 
call  Britain  the  mother  country  ;  but  what  good  mother  besides,  would 
introduce  thieves  and  criminals  into  the  compan}  of  her  children,  to  cor- 
rupt and  disgrace  them  ? — And  how  cruel  is  it  to  force,  by  the  high 
hand  of  power,  a  particular  country  of  your  subjects,  who  have  not  de- 
served such  usage,  to  receive  your  outcasts,  repealing  all  the  laws  they 
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PART  I.  ni^ike  to  prevent  their  admission,  and  then  reproach  them  with  the  de- 
^^.^^^^^^  tested  mixture  you  have  made  •  '  Their  emptying  their  jails  into  our  set- 
tlements,' says  a  writer  of  that  couniry,  '  is  an  insult  and  contempt,  the 
cruellest  perhaps  that  ever  one  people  offered  to  anothtr;  and  would 
not  be  equalk  d  even  by  emptying  their  jakcs  on  our  tables/ 

"The  letter  I  have  been  considering,  Mr.  Chronicle,  i«:  followed  by 
another,  in  your  paper  of  Tuesday  the  17' h  past,  said  to  be  from  an  officer 
Tvh'j  attended  Brigadier-general  Forbes,  in  his  march  from  Philadelphia  ta 
fort  Du  Quf  sne ;  but  written  probably  by  the  same  gentleman  who  wrote 
the  former,  as  it  seems  calculated  to  raise  the  character  of  the  officers 
of  the  certain  northern  latitude,  at  the  txpense  of  the  reputation  i-f 'he 
colonies,  and  the  provincial  forces. — Ac  cording  to  this  letter  writer,  if 
the  Pennsx  Ivanians  granted  large  sup|ilies,  and  raised  a  great  body  of 
troops  for  the  last  campaign,  it  was  not  obedience  to  his  majesty's  com- 
mands, signifie  d  by  his  minister.  Mr  Pitt,  zeal  for  the  king's  service,  or 
even  a  reg;ird  for  their  own  safety  ;  but  it  was  owing  to  the  *  general's 
proper  management  of  the  Quakers,  and  other'parties  in  the  province.* 
The  withdrawing  the  Indians  from  thf-  French  interest  by  negotiating 
a  peace,  is  all  ascribed  to  the  general,  and  not  a  word  said  to  the  honour 
of  the  poor  Quakers,  who  first  set  these  negotiations  on  foot,  or  of 
honest  Frederick  Post,  that  completed  them  with  so  much  ability  and 
success.  Even  the  little  merit  of  the  Assembly's  making  a  law  to  regu- 
late carriages,  is  impuied  to  the  general's  '  multitude  of  letters.'  Then 
he  tells  us,  'innumerable  scouting  parties  had  been  sent  out  during  a 
long  period,  both  by  the  general  and  Col.  Bouquet,  towards  fort  Da 
Quesne,  to  cai.ch  a  prisoner  if  possible,  for  intelligence,  but  never  got 
any.' — How  happened  that  — Why,  '  it  was  the  provincial  troops  that 
were  constantly  emplo\  ed  in  th;d  service,'  and  they,  it  seems,  never  do 
any  thing  they  are  ordered  to  do. — That,  however,  one  would  think, 
might  be  easily  remedied,  by  sending  regulars  with  them,  who  of  course 
must  commund  ihem,  an(l  may  see  tha?  they  do  their  duty.  J^To  ;  The 
regulars  are  afraid  of  being  shot  by  the  provincials  in  a  panic. — Then  send 
all  regulars. — Aye;  That -was  ivhat  the  colonel  resolved  upon. — 'Intelli- 
gence was  now  w  anted,  (says  the  letter-writer)  colonel  Bouquet,  whose 
attention  to  business  was  [onis  ]  very  considerable  [that  is,  yiot  quite  so 
great  as  the  general's,  for  he  was  not  of  the  northeim  latitude]  was  deter- 
mined to  send  moue  provincials  a  scoiiting.' — And  how  did  he  exe- 
cute his  determination.''  Why  by  sending  'Major  Grant  of  the  High- 
landers, wi'h  seven  hundred  men,  three  hundred  of  them  Highlanders, 
THE  REST  Americans,  Virginians,  and  Pennsy  Ivanians  !' — No  blunder  this 
in  our  writer;  but  a  misfortune ;  and  he  is,  nevertheless  one  of  those 
^  acute  sharp''  men  vvho  are  ^Jit  for  learning  — And  how  did  this  major 
and  seven  hum'red  men  succeed  in  caiciung  the  prisoner? — Whytheir^ 
•march  to  fort  Du  Quesne  was  so  conducted  the  surprize  was  complete.' — 
Perhaps  you  may  imagine,  gentle  reader,  that  this  was  a  surprize  of  the 
enemy. — No  such  matter.  They  knew  every  step  of  his  motions,  and 
Lad,  every  man  of  them,  left  their  fires  and  huts  in  the  fields,  and  re- 
tired into  the  fort — But  the  major  and  his  700  men  they  were  sur- 
•  prized;  first  to  find  no  body  there  at  night,  and  next  to  find  themselves 

surrounded  and  cut  to  pieces  in  the  morning;  two  or  three  hundred 
being  killed,  drowned,  or  taken  prisoners,  and  among  the  latter  the 
major  himself.  Those  who  escaped  were  also  surprized  at  their  own 
good  fortune ;  and  the  whole  army  was  surprized  at  the  major's  bad 
■management. — Thus  the  surprize  was  indeed  complete — but  not  the  dis- 
grace ;  for  provincials  rvei-e  there  to  lay  the  blame  on.  The  misfortune 
(we  must  not  call  it  misconduct)  of  the  major  was  owing,  it  seems,  to  an 
\m-named,  and  perhaps,  unknown  provincial  oflficer,  who,  it  is  said, 
disobeyed  his  orders  and  quitted  his  post.'  W^hence  a  formal  conclu- 
sion is  drawn,  '  that  a  plai-.ter  is  not  to  be  taken  from  the  plough  and 
•fiade  an  officer  in  a  day.* — Unhappy  provincials  \  If  success  attends 
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where  you  are  joined  with  the  regulars,  they  claim  all  the  honour  PART  I. 
though  not  u  teiiili  part  of  your  number.  If  disgrace,  it  is  all  yours,  v^-v'^s,^ 
though  \ou  happen  to  be  but  a  small  part  of  the  wliole,  and  bave  not 
the  command;  as  if  regidars  were  in  their  nature  invincible,  when  not 
mixed  with  provincials,  ami  provincials  of  no  kind  of  value  widiout  re- 
gulars! Happy  is  it  for  you  that  you  were  neither  present  at  Preston 
Pans  nor  Falkirk,  at  the  faint  attempt  against  Uochfort,  the  route  of  St. 
Cas,  or  the  hasty  retreat  from  Mariinico.  Every  thing  that  went  wrong, 
or  did  not  go  right,  would  have  been  ascribed  to  you.  Our  commanders 
would  have  been  saved  the  labour  of  writing  long  apologies  for  iheir 


With  respect  to  the  character  of  the  royal  governors,  See  Franklin's 
piece  on  the  Causes  of  the  x\meriran  U  scontents,  Burke's  Speech  on 
Am.  Taxat  ion,  and  most  of  the  Eiigiisli  Histories  passim,  in  which  our 
colonial  affairs  are  introduced.  The  royal  governors  were,  in  several 
instances,  detected  in  the  grossest  peculation,  and  almost  universally- 
involved  themselves,  by  their  spirit  of  t}  r  -nny,  religious  bigotr},  or 
rapacity,  in  quarrels  wiih  the  provinces  over  which  they  were  placed. 
The  frequent  and  sudden  {prorogation,  or  dissolution,  of  the  colonial 
assemblies,  by  which  they  vainly  endeavoured  to  worrv  the  people  into 
submission,  was  one  of  the  causes  of  those  quarrels.  They  transmitted 
to  the  British  ministry,  accounts  of  their  provinces,  either  entirely 
false,  or  miserably  imperfect.  Governments,"  sa\s  Smith,  the  histo- 
rian of  New  York,  addressing  the  earl  of  Halifax,  1756,  "  have  been 
too  often  bestowed  upon  men  of  mean  pans,  and  indigent  circumstances. 
The  former  were  incapable  of  the  task,  and  the  latter  too  deeply  en- 
grossed by  the  sordid  views  of  private  interest,  either  to  pursue  or 
study  our  common  weal.  The  worst  consequences  have  restilted  from 
this  measure.  Sec.  All  attempts  for  concifuiiing  the  friendship  of  the 
Indians,  promoting  the  fur  trade,  securing  the  command  of  the  lakes, 
protecting  the  frontiers,  and  extending  our  possessions  far  into  the  in- 
land country,  have  too  often  given  place  to  j)arty  projectsand  contracted 
schemes,  equally  useless  and  shameful.  If  the  governors  of  these  plan- 
tations had  formerly  been  animated  by  generous  and  extensive  views, 
the  long  projc-cied  designs  of  our  common  enemy  might  have  been 
many  years  igo  supplanted  at  a  trifling  expense,"  &c.  1  should  sug- 
gest another  source  of  oppression  and  disaffection,  akin  to  that  of  the 
conduct  of  the  governors,  which  is  thus  stated  by  Stokes,  a  zealous 
royahst,  in  his  View  of  the  Constitution  of  the  British  Colonies  in  Ame- 
rica, (1  vol.  8vo  Lond.  1784:)  "There  was  a  fatal  practice,  from  th.e  first 
establishment,  which  greatly  weakened  the  king's  cause  in  all  the  Ame- 
rican colonies,  I  mean  the  bestowing  almost  every  lucrative  office  in 
America,  that  could  be  exrrcised  by  deputy,  on  some  person  residing 
in  Great  Britain,  who  employed  a  deputy,  with  a  slender  allowance,  to 
execute  the  office  for  them  :  this  deputy  had  neither  weight  in  the  pro- 
vince, nor  any  interest  in  the  government  under  which  he  lived,"  Stc. 

The  altercations  between  Lord  Cornhury,  as  governor  of  New  Jer- 
sey,  and  the  legislature  of  that  state,  at  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  may  be  cited  as  examples  of  the  treatment  to  which  the  colo- 


(NOTE  K.    p.  168.) 
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riOTES. 


PART  r.  nlal  assemblies  were  exposed,  as  vrell  as  of  the  spirit  with  which  the 

cb^tracter  and  station  of  the  American  freemen  were  maintained.  Corn- 
bury  attempted  encroachments  and  oppressions  ;  the  as^emblv- resisted 
and  romphined.  In  their  first  strong  remonstrance,  they  hold  this  lan- 
jjiiage  :  "  Liberty  is  too  valuable  a  thing  to  be  easily  parted  with  ;  and 
when  such  inean  inducements  prricure  such  violent  endeavours  to  tear 
it  from  us,  we  must  take  leave  to  say,  they  have  neither  heads,  hearts, 
nor  souls,  that  are  not  moved  with  the  miseries  of  their  country,  and 
are  not  forward  with  their  utmost  power  lawfully  to  redress  them.  We 
conclude,  by  advising  the  governor  to  consider  what  it  is  that  princi- 
pally engages  the  aifections  of  a  people,  and  he  will  find  no  other  arti- 
fice needful,  than  to  let  them  be  unmolested  in  the  enjoyment  of  what 
belor.gs  to  thf.m  of  right ;  and  a  wise  man,  that  despises  not  his  own 
happiness,  will  earnestly  labour  to  regain  their  love." 

The  remnnstrarice,  %\  hich  ended  with  this  passage,  was  presented  in 
form  lo  the  governor,  by  Samuel  Jennings,  the  speaker  of  the  house  of 
asseatbh.  Smith,  the  historian  of  Xew-Jersey,  gives  an  amusing  ac- 
count of  the  ir.terview.* 

*' Jennii.gs  \vas  undaunted,  and  Lord  Combury,  on  his  part,  exacted 
the  utn.os*"  decorum  ;  while,  as  speaker,  he  was  delivering  the  remon- 
strance, ♦^be  latter  frequently  interrupted  him  with  a  stop.  v:hat's  thai? 
&c,  at  the  same  time  patting  on  a  countenance  of  authority  and  stern- 
ness, with  intention  to  confound  him.  With  due  submission,  yet  firm- 
ness, whenever  interrupted,  he  calmly  desired  leave  to  read  the  pas- 
sages over  again,  and  did  it  with  an  additional  emphasis  upon  those 
most  complaining ;  so  that,  on  the  second  reading,  they  became  more 
observable  than  before  ;  he  at  length  got  through  ;  when  the  governor 
told  the  house  to  attend  him  again  on  Saturday  next,  at  11  o'clock,  to 
receive  his  answer.  After  the  house  was  gone,  Combur}',  with  some 
emotion,  told  those  with  him,  that  Jenningf  had  impudence  enough  to  face 
then— I.*' 

The  governor  produced  his  answer,  after  some  days  ;  and,  as  he  as- 
cribed the  resistance  which  he  experienced,  to  the  Quakers,  he  assailed 
them  with  a  grossness  of  invectice,  which  that  society  could  hardly 
have  expected  to  hear  from  any  mouth,  and  much  less  from  that  of  a 
chief  magistrate,  bred  at  the^  court  of  St.  James.  "I  am  of  opinion,'* 
said  his  lordship,  "  that  nothing  has  hindered  the  vengeance  of  just 
heaven  from  falling  on  this  province  long  ago,  but  the  infinite  mercy, 
goodness,  long  suffering,  and  forbearance  of  Almighty  God,  who  has 
been  abundantly  provoked  by  the  repeated  crying  sins  of  a  perverse 
generation  atnong  iis,  and  more  especially  by  the  dangerous  and  abomi- 
nable doctrines,  and  the  -.sicked  lives  and  practices  of  a  number  of  peo- 
ple ;  some  of  whom,  under  the  pretended  name  of  Christians,  have 
dared  to  deny  the  verv"  essence  and  being  of  the  Saviour  of  the  tcorld. 

"  We  find,  by  woful  experience,  that  there  are  many  men  who  have 
been  permitted  to  serve  on  juries  here,  who  have  no  regard  for  the 
oaths  they  take,  especially  among  a  sort  of  people,  who,  under  i  pretence 
of  conscience,  refuse  to  take  an  oath  ;  and  yet  many  of  them,  under  the 
cloak  of  a  very  solemn  affirmation,  dare  to  commit  the  greatest  enor- 
mities, especially  if  it  be  to  serve  a  friend,  as  they  call  him. 


*  See  his  "  History  of  the  Colony  of  New  Jersey,  to  the  year  1721,'* 
for  the  en'-ertaining  details  of  the  controversy  between  the  governor 
and  the  assembly.  The  early  history  of  this  state  is  as  edify  ing  as  that 
of  any  other  of  our  confederacy.  It  yields  the  most  animating  lessons 
of  energetic  freedom  and  philanthropic  liberality.  It  deserves  to  be 
more  read  than  I  presume  it  to  be,  and  to  be  better  digested  that  it  is 
in  the  v.  ork  of  Smith. 
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Of  all  the  people  in  tlie  world,  the  Quakers  ought  to  be  the  last  to  PART  I. 
complain  of  the  hardships  of  travelling'  a  few  miles,  who  never  repine  v^^^^v'^^w^ 
at  the  trouble  and  charges  of  travelling  several  hundred  miles  to  a 
yearly  meeting,  ivhere  it  is  evidently  kno7V7i,  that  nothing  ivas  et^er  doiie  for 
the  good  of  the  coujiirt/,  but,  on  the  contrary,  continual  conirivancefi  are  car- 
ried on  for  the  undermining  of  the  government,  both  in  church  and  state?* 

The  courteous  governor  railed  passionately  at  the  assembly  itself ; 
gave  them  the  lie  direct,  and  signalized  the  speiker,  and  another  mem- 
ber, as  men  "  known  neither  to  have  g*ood  morals,  nor  good  principles  :" 
*'  mean  and  scandalous,  seditious,  fraudulent,  &c  " — The  assembly  did 
not  omit  to  reply,  and  to  repay  his  excellency  without  stint.  It  was  a 
noble  spirit  of  independence,  that,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  colo- 
ny at  tliat  period,  dictated  such  language  as  the  following;  which, 
strong  as  it  is,  does  not  convey  an  adequate  idea  of  the  keenness  and 
energy  of  the  whole  address. 

"  We  are  apt  to  believe,  upon  the  credit  of  your  excellency's  asser- 
tion, that  there  may  be  a  number  of  people  in  this  province,  who  will 
never  live  quietly  imder  any  government,  nor  suffer  their  neighbours 
to  enjoy  any  peace,  quiet,  nor  hapi^iness,  if  they  can  help  it ;  such  peo- 
ple are  pests  in  all  governments;  have  ever  been  so  in  this;  and  lue 
knoxo  of  none  ivho  can  lay  a  fairer  claim  to  these  characters  than  many  of 
your  excellency's  favourites''  "  Our  juries  here  a-e  not  so  learned  or 
rich  as,  perhaps,  they  are  in  England  ;  but  we  doubt  not,  full  as  honest." 
"  Notwithstanding  those  soft,  cool,  and  considerate  terms,  of  malicious, 
scandalous,  and  frivolous,  with  which  your  excellency  vouchsafes  to 
treat  the  assembly  of  this  province,  they  are  of  opinion,  that  no  judi- 
cious or  impartial  man  will  think  it  reasonable  that  the  inhabitants  of 
one  province  should  go  into  another  to  have  their  wills  proved." 

"  It  is  the  general  assembly  of  the  province  of  New  Jersey  that  com- 
plains, and  not  the  Quakers,  with  wliose  persons  (considered  as  Qua- 
kers) or  meetings,  we  have  nothing  to  do,  nor  are  we  concerned  in  what 
your  excellency  says  against  them  ;  they,  perhaps,  Avill  think  themselves 
obliged  to  vindicate  their  meetings  from  the  aspersions  which  your  ex- 
cellency so  liberally  bestows  upon  them,  and  evince,  to  the  world,  how 
void  of  rashness  a7id  inconsideration  your  excellency's  expressions  are, 
and  hoxv  becojning  it  is  for  the  governor  of  a  province  to  enter  the  lists  of  con- 
troversy, tvith  a  people  -who  thought  themselves  entitled  to  his  protection  of 
them  in  the  ejijoyment  of  their  religions  liberties  ;  those  of  them  who  are 
members  of  this  house,  have  begged  leave,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and 
friends,  to  tell  the  governor,  they  must  answer  him  in  the  words  of 
Nehemiah  to  Sanballut,  contained  in  the  8th  verse  of  the  6th  chapter  of 
Nehemiah,  viz.  '  TA<7re  are  no  such  things  as  thou  sayest,but  thoufeignest 
them  out  of  thine  Oivn  heart.' 

"These  bold  accusers  of  your  excellency,  the  members  of  this  assem- 
bly, are  a  sort  of  creatures  called  honest  rnen,  just  to  the  trust  reposed  in 
them  by  the  country,  who  will  not  suffer  their  liberties  and  properties 
to  be  torn  from  them  by  any  man,  how  great  soever,  if  they  can  hinder 
it." 


(NOTE  L.    p.  I8r.) 

Lord  George  Germain  is  said  to  have  left  the  ministry,  still  persuad- 
ed (after  the  capture  of  Cornwallis,)  of  the  practicability  of  subduing 
America  in  another  campaiarn.  General  Lloyd,  the  great  tactician,  had 
suggested  a  plan  of  operations,  by  which  this  might  be  easily  done  ! 
The  deceptive  assurances  quoted  in  the  text,  from  Lord  George  Ger- 
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PART  I.  main's  speech,  were  rivalled  in  the  speeches  of  tlie  other  members  of 
L,^^>-v~»^y  the  government.    The  following  extracts  from  the  debates  of  the 

House  of  Lords,  of  1778,  belong  to  the  same  bliiid  system  of  ministerial 

tactics. 

*'  The  Earl  of  Suffolk  said,  that  it  had  been  strongly  relied  upon  in 
debate,  that  America  would  spurn  the  offers  held  out  in  those  bills, 
(American  conciliatory  bills).  For  his  part  he  was  of  a  very  different 
opinion.  He  had  the  most  imdoubted  information,  that  the  Americans 
were  in  the  greatest  distress,  and  would  therefore  embrace  any  reason- 
able propositions  of  peace  and  civil  security." 

*'  Viscount  We}  mouth  said — with  regard  to  what  the  Duke  (of  Graf- 
ton) had  thrown  out  respecting  a  treaty  between  France  and  America, 
the  most  com  incing  way  of  reply  w  ould  be  not  to  argue  upon  it,  but  to 
come  immediately  to  the  point,  for  which  reason  lie  would  fully  and 
fairly  speak  of  it ;  he  did  therefore  in  the  plainest  and  most  precise 
maimer,  assure  their  lordships,  \\v^{ /le  Icne^v  7iot  of  any  such  treaty  having 
been  signed  or  e^itered  into  between  the  court  of  France  and  the  deputies  of 
Congress,  and  he  hoped  their  lordships  -cvoiitd  not  fail  to  remember,  that  it  -was 
on  the  5th  of  March  (1778,)  like,  wise,  that  he  stood  up  in  this  place,  and 
declared  he  knew  nothing  of  any  such  thing,  nor  had  any  authentic  in- 
formation of  any  such  treaty  being  either  in  contemplation  or  exist- 
ence."* 


(NOTE  M.    p.  191.) 

The  charge  of  cowardice  against  the  Americans,  was  discussed,  pro 
and  con,  with  considerable  earnestness,  in  both  houses  of  parliament. 
"With  a  view  to  the  amusement  of  the  American  reader,  and  the  more 
complete  development  ot  my  subji  ct,  I  propose  to  insert  here  a  collec- 
tion of  loose  quotations  from  the  debates  of  that  body,  respecting  this 
topic  of  cowardice,  and  the  employment  of  Indians  and  European 
foreigners  in  the  Briti»!i  service. 

LordChatham  said  (1777,)  "  -Ministers  have  been  in  error;  experience 
has  proved  it ;  but  what  is  worsr,  they  continue  in  it.  They  told  you  in 
the  beginning  that  15,00U  men  woidd  traverse  America  without  scarcely 
the  appearance  of  interruption  ;  two  campaigns  have  passed  since  they 
gave  us  this  assurance  ;  treble  that  number  has  been  employed  ;  and 
one  of  your  armies,  which  composed  two-thirds  of  the  force  by  which 
America  was  to  be  subdued,  has  been  totally  (iestroyed,  and  is  now  led 
captive  througli  those  provinces  you  call  rebellious.  Those  men  whom 
vou  call  cowards,  poltroons,  runaways  and  knaves,  are  become  victori- 
ous over  your  veteran  troops;  and  in  the  midst  of  victory,  and  flush  of 
conquest,  have  set  ministers  the  example  of  moderation  and  of  magna- 
nimit}  ,  worthy  imitation. 

*'  My  lords,  no  time  should  be  lost,  which  may  promise  to  improve  this 
disposition  in  America;  unless,  by  an  ol)stinucy  founded  in  madness,  we 
wish  to  stifle  those  embers  of  affection,  which,  after  all  our  savage  treat- 
ment, do  not  seem  as  yet  to  be  entirely  extinguished.  While,  on  one 
side,  we  must  lament  the  unhappy  fate  of  that  spirited  officer,  Mr.  Bur- 
goyne,  and  the  gallant  troops  under  his  command,  who  were  sacrificed 
to  the  wanton  temerity  and  ignorance  of  ministers,  we  are  as  strongly 
impelled,  on  the  other,  to  admire  and  applaud  the  generous,  magnani- 


*  The  Treaty  of  Alliance  was  signed  a  month  previous — the  6th  of 
February,  1788. 
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mous  coiulact,  Ihe  noble  friendship,  brothei-ly  affection,  and  humanity  P  ART  I, 

of  llie  victors,  wlio,  condescending  to  impute  the  iiorrid  orders  of  mas-  v-^-n^"^ 

sacre  and  devastation  to  their  true  authors,  supposed  that,  as  soldiers 

and  Englishmen,  those  cruel  excesses  could  not  hiive  originated  with 

the  general,  nor  were  consonant  to  tiie  brave  and  him.ane  spirit  of  a 

British  soldier,  if  not  compelled  to  it  as  an  act  of  duty.    Tliey  traced 

the  first  cause  of  those  diabolical  orders  to  their  source,  and  by  that 

wise  and  generous  interpretation,  granted  their  professed  destroyers 

terms  of  capitulation,  which  they  could  only  be  entitled  to  as  the  makers 

of  fair  and  honourcible  war." 

His  grace,  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  turned  his  attention  (1775)  to 
what  a  noble  earl  (Sandwich,)  early  in  the  debate,  had  said  respecting 
the  cowardice  of  the  Americans.  He  begged  leave  to  remind  his  lord- 
ship, that  he  did  not  speak  conditionally  ;  there  was  no  //at  the  time  the 
charge  was  made,  it  was  a  positive  one,  and  could  not  now  be  e-splained 
away  by  conditions  introduced  for  the  first  time  ;  yet,  however  positive 
the  noble  lord  might  have  been  then,  or  guarded  he  might  be  now,  he 
coidd  inform  his  lordship  that  the  New  Ejigland  people  were  brave ; 
that  they  had  proved  it;  that  the  general  who  had  commanded  at  Bun- 
ker's Hill  had  confessed  it ;  that  another  (General  Burgoyne),  no  less 
celebrated  for  his  talents  than  zeal  for  the  cause,  had  confirmed  it ;  ihat 
an  officer,  a  particular  friend  of  his,  on  the  spot  had  united  in  the  same 
opinion," 

Col.  Barrd  said — *'The  Americans  have  been  branded  in  this  house 
with  every  opprobious  epithet  that  meanness  could  invt-nt — termed 
cowardl}-  and  inhuman.  Let  us  mark  the  proof  They  have  obliged  as 
brave  a  general  as  ever  commanded  a  body  of  British  troops  to  sur- 
render; such  is  their  cowardice  I  And,  instead  of  throwing  chains  upon 
these  troops,  they  have  nobly  given  them  their  freedom  ;  such  is  their 
inhumanity  !  1  only  wish,  from  this  single  circumstance,  to  draw  this  fair 
conclusion,  that,  instead  of  a  set  of  lawless,  desperatt  adventurers,  we 
fiml  them,  by  experience,  to  be  men  of  the  most  exalted  sentiments  ; 
inspired  by  that  genius  of  liberty  which  is  the  noblest  emotion  of  the 
heart,  which  it  is  impossible  to  conquer,  impracticable  to  dismiss." 

Mr.  Burke  observed — "  The  Americans  had  been  alwa}  s  represented 
as  cowards  ;  this  was  far  from  being  true  ;  and  he  appealed  to  the  con- 
duct of  Arnold  and  Gates  towards  General  Bourgoyne,  as  a  striking 
proof  of  their  bravery.  Our  army  was  totally  at  their  mercy.  We  had 
employed  the  savages  to  butcher  them,  their  wives,  their  aged  parents, 
and  their  children  ;  and  yet,  generous  to  the  last  degree,  they  gave  our 
men  leave  to  depart  on  their  parole,  never  more  to  bear  arms  against 
North  America.  Bravery  and  cowardice  could  never  inhabit  the  same 
bosom;  generosity,  valour,  and  humanity,  are  ever  ins-.-parable.  Poor 
indeed  the  Americans  were,  but  in  that  consists  their  greatest  strength. 
Sixty  tliousand  men  had  fallen  at  the  feet  of  their  magnanimous,  because 
voluntary  poverty." 

The  Duke  of  Richm.ond  said  (1775)— "The  transportation  of  20,000 
Russians  wonld  cost  government  500.000/.  An  equal  number  of  British 
troops  should  be  sent  at  the  same  period,  or  ministery  might  find, 
that  the  Russians,  instead  of  conquering  America  for  England,  would 
take  possession  of  it  themselves,  in  virtue  of  that  law  of  conquest, 
acknowledged  by  all  freebooters.  That  the  Russians  would  gladly  emi- 
grate to  America,  no  person  could  doubt,  who  was  in  the  smallest  de- 
gree acquainted  with  the  dispositions  of  those  people.  Shoals  of  Cos- 
sacks were  continually  deserting  their  country,  to  seek  more  comforta- 
ble settlements  in  the  north  of  China.  Seventy  thousand  of  these  Cos- 
sacs  proceeding  on  such  a  plan,  had  lately  bidden  adieu  to  the  Rus- 
sian empire.  It  could  not,  therefort ,  be  imagined,  that  twenty  thou- 
sand Russians  would  have  the  least  objection  to  be  seJit,  free  of  expense, 
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PART  I.  '"-^  America ;  but  there  was  much  reason  to  suspect,  that,  when  there, 
^  ^^^^  ^  they  might  think  the  advantages  resulting  from  submitting  to  the  Ame- 
rican congress  preferable  to  ihose  they  could  derive  from  defending^ 
the  measures  of  a  British  parliament. 

The  Earl  of  Shelburne  (1775)— "  With  respect  to  the  20,000  Rus- 
sians, his  lordship  addressed  the  ministers  in  the  following  terms: 
There  are  powers  in  Europe  who  will  not  stiffer  such  a  body  of 
Russians  to  be  transported  to  America.  I  speak  frcm  information. 
The  ministers  know  what  I  mean.  Some  power  has  already  interfered 
to  stop  the  success  of  the  Russian  negotiation.  As  for  expecting  neu- 
trality from  France,  that  was  idle. 

The  Earl  of  Sandwich  said  (1775) — "  If  Russian  auxiliaries  were  ne- 
cessary in  the  former  war,  as  he  was  convinced  they  were,  they  might 
be  so  now,  they  might  be  so  on  any  future  occasion." 

The  Earl  of  Chatham  said  (1777) — Your  ministers  have  gone  to  Ger- 
many ;  they  have  sought  the  alliance  and  assistance  of  every  pitiful, 
beggarly,  insignificant,  paltn-  prince,  to  cut  the  throais  of  their  legal, 
brave,  and  injured  brethren  in  America  They  have  entered  into  mer- 
cenary treaties  with  those  human  butchers,  for  the  purchase  and  sale 
of  human  blood.  But,  my  lords,  this  is  not  all :  tjiey  have  entered  into 
other  treaties.  They  have  let  the  savages  of  America  loose  upon  their 
innocent,  unoffending  brethren  ;  loose  upon  the  weak,  the  aged,  and 
defenceless  ;  on  old  men,  women,  and  children  ;  on  the  very  babes 
upon  the  breast;  to  be  cut,  mangled,  sacrificed,  broiled,  roasted  :  nay, 
to  be  literally  eat.  'These,  my  lord,  are  the  allies  Great  Britain  now 
has;  carnage,  desolation,  and  destruction,  wherever  her  arms  are  car- 
ried, is  her  newly  adopted  mode  of  making  war.  Our  ministers  have 
made  alliances  at  the  German  shambles  ;  and  with  the  barbarians  of 
America,  with  the  merciless  torturers  of  their  species  ;  where  they  will 
nest  apply,  I  cannot  tell.  Was  it  by  setting  loose  the  savages  of  Ame- 
rica, to  imbrue  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  our  enemies,  that  the  duties 
of  tlie  soldier,  the  citizen,  and  the  man,  came  to  be  united  ?  Is  this  ho- 
nourable warfare,  my  lords  ?  Does  it  correspond  with  the  language  of 
the  poet  r — *  The  pride,  pomp,  and  circumstance  of  glorious  war,  that 
make  ambition  virtue.'  " 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  said  (Nov.  18, 1777) — "  But,  my  lords,  I  wish 
you  to  turn  j  our  eyes  to  another  part  of  this  business.  I  mean  the 
dreadful  inhumanity  with  which  this  war  is  carried  on ;  shocking,  be- 
yond description,  to  every  feeling  of  a  Christian,  or  of  a  man.  When 
we  have  heard  of  the  cruelties  of  other  civil  wars,  we  used  to  rejoice, 
not  to  have  the  age,  or  the  country  we  lived  in,  the  scene  of  such  mi- 
sery ;  but,  to  see  England,  formerly  famous  for  humanity,  coolly 
suffering  the  worst  of  barbarities  to  be  exercised  on  her  fellow  subjects, 
and  appearing  untouched  by  the  woes  she  causes,  because  they  are  at 
a  distance,  and  she  does  not  exfierience  any  of  them  herself,  must  be 
truly  mortifying  to  any  man  who  is  in  the  smallest  degree  possessed  of 
national  pride.  If  ever  any  nation  shall  deserve  to  draw  down  on  her 
the  Divine  vengeance  of  her  sins,  it  will  be  this,  if  she  suffers  such  hor- 
rid war  to  continue.  To  me,  who  think  we  have  been  originally  in  the 
wrong,  it  appears  doubly  unpardonable  ;  but  even  supposing  we  were 
right,  it  is  certainly  we  who  produce  the  war ;  and  I  do  not  think  any 
consideration  of  dominion  or  empire  sufficient  to  warrant  the  sacrifices 
we  make  to  it.  The  best  rights  may  be  bought  too  dear ;  nor  are  all 
means  justifiable  in  attaining  theni.  To  arm  negro  slaves  against  their 
masters,  to  arm  savages,  who 've  know  will  put  their  prisoners  to  death 
in  the  most  cruel  tortures,  and  liter  illy  eat  them,  is  not,  in  my  opinion, 
a  fair  war  against  fellow  subjects.  When  we  are  unfortunately  obliged 
to  war  with  other  nations,  mutual  esteem  soon  takes  place  between  the 
troops,  and  reciprocal  humanity  prevails,  which  greatly  alleviates  the 
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too  many  miseries  of  all  wars ;  but,  in  tlie  present  contest,  every  mean  PART  I, 
artifice  has  been  used,  to  encourage  the  soldiery  to  act  with  asperity,  v^-v>^ 
or  alacrity,  as  it  is  now  the  fiishiou  to  call  it. 

"Insletid  ot'takintj  prudent  measures  to  restrain  the  military  within  the 
closest  bounds  of  discipline  ;  instead  of  muking  them  sensible,  that,  us 
they  were  toact  against  their  countrymen,  every  possible  means  of  saving 
their  lives,  and  sparing  their  property,  should  be  used,  and  every  de- 
gree of  compassion  shown  to  men  who  only  erred  from  mistaken  notions, 
and  were  still  to  be  considered  as  subjects  of  the  same  king — they  have 
been  encouraged,  by  authoi-it}',  to  look  upon  their  opponents  as  cow- 
ards, traitors,  rebels,  and  e\  ery  thing  that  is  vile  ;  and  their  property 
has  been,  by  law,  declared  lawful  plunder.  The  natural  efpe.cts  have 
followed.  A  military  thus  let  loose,  or  rather  thus  set  on,  have  given 
vent  to  that  barbarity  which  degrades  human  nature,  and  a  total  want 
of  discipline  and  good  order  is  said  to  prevail." 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  said  (Nov.  18,  1777)— The  noble  earl,  the  Earl 
of  Chatham,  with  all  that  force  of  oratory  for  which  he  is  so  conspicu- 
ous, has  charged  administration  as  if  guilty  of  the  most  heinous  crime, 
in  enijiloying  Indians  in  General  Burgoyne's  army  ;  for  my  part,  whe- 
ther foreigners  or  Indians,  which  the  noble  lord  h  is  described  by  the 
appellation  of  savages,  I  shall  ever  think  it  justifiable  to  exert  ever}' 
means  in  our  power  to  repel  the  attempts  of  our  rebellious  subjects. 
The  congress  endeavoured  to  bring  the  Indians  over  to  their  side  ;  and 
if  we  had  not  employed  them,  they  would  most  certainly  have  acted 
against  us ;  and  I  do  freely  confess,  I  think  it  was  both  a  wise  and  ne- 
cessary measure,  as  I  am  clearly  of  opinion,  that  ~u>e  are  fully  justified  in 
using  every  means -ti'hich  God  and  nature  has  put  into  onr  hands.  I  tliink 
it  was  a  very  wise  and  necessary  step,  on  many  accounts;  nor  can  I 
ever  be  persuaded,  whoever  was  the  adviser,  but  his  conduct  will 
stand  the  full  test  of  public  enquiry." 

Lord  Lyttleton  said,  (Dec.  5,  1777)  "  he  was  much  astonished  at 
the  great  parade  the  noble  earl  had  made  respecting  the  tamahavjk  and 
scalping  kntfe :  was  an  Indian's  knife  a  more  dreadful  weapon  than  an 
Englishman's  bayonet  .■'  In  the  present  war,  the  chief  of  the  blood  that 
had  been  shed,  was  shed  by  the  point  of  the  bayonet ;  yet,  who  talked 
of  the  bayonet  as  a  savage  instrument  of  war  .^" 

The  Earl  of  Dunmore  declared,  (Dec.  5,  1777)  that  the  "Virgini- 
ans finding  themselves  disappointed  in  obtaining  tlie  aid  of  the  Indians, 
had  dressed  up  some  of  their  oivn  people  like  the  Indians,  ivith  a  view  to 
terrify  the  forces  wider  him  ;  and  his  lordship  declared,  he  heartily  wish- 
ed more  Indians  were  employed;  that  they  were  by  no  means  a  cniel 
people;  thattliey  never  exercised  the  scalping  knife,  or  were  guilty  of 
a  b.irbarity,  but  by  way  of  striking  terror  into  their  enemies,  and  by 
that  means  putting  an  end  to  the  firther  effusio7i  of  blood.'^ 

"  Mr.  Burke  said  (1778) — "  The  savages  were  now  only  formidable 
from  their  cruelty ;  and  to  employ  them  was  merely  to  be  cruel  our- 
selves in  their  persons  :  and  thus,  without  even  the  lure  of  any  essen- 
tial service,  to  become  chargeable  with  all  the  odious  and  impotent 
barbarities  which  they  would  inevitably  commit,  whenever  they  were 
called  into  action. 

"  No  proof  whatever  had  been  given  of  the  Americans  having  at- 
tempted  an  offensive  alliance  with  any  one  tribe  of  savage  Indians. 
Whereas  the  imperfect  papers  already  before  the  house  demonstrated, 
that  the  king's  ministers  had  negotiated  and  obtained  such  alliances 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  of  America  to  the  other.  That  the 
Americans  had  actually  made  a  treaty  on  the  footing  of  neutrality  with 
the  famous  Five  Nations,  which  the  ministers  had  bribed  them  to  vio- 
late, and  to  act  offensively  against  the  colonies.  That  no  attempt  had 
been  made  in  a  single  instance  on  the  part  of  the  king's  ministers,  to 
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PAI^  r  I  procure  a  neutrality  ;  and,  that  if  the  fact  had  been,  C -ahat  he  denied  it 
v.^^sT'^/  to  be,  J  that  the  Americans  had  GctuaOv  emploved  those  sarages,  vet  the  dif- 
ference of  employing  them  against  armed  and  trained  soldiers,  embodied  and 
encamped,  and  emploving  them  against  the  vnarmed  and  defenceless  men^ 
•women  and  cMfd^-en.  in  the  cotmfry,  -cridefy  dispersed  in  their  habitations, 
was  manifest and  hft  those -who  attempted  so  inhuman  and  unequal  a  re- 
taHatim,  roithmit  a  possMUty  of  excuse.** 


(NOTE  X.    p.  211.) 

Whoetir  has  read  the  dissertation  of  Talleyrand  upon  the  advan- 
tage of  forming  colonial  establishments  for  the  Fren.b,  after  their  late 
revolution,  will  be  at  once  aware  of  the  acknowledgments  which  Eng- 
land owes  to  the  first  emigrants,  w  ho  prepared  this  continent  for  the 
recf  ption  of  that  portion  of  her  population,  whom  she  could  not  retain 
with  safety,  or  who  could  not  exist  with  comfort  or  freedom,  at  home. 
The  enlightened  author  of  the  European  settlements  in  America  readily 
discerned  and  recognized  the  benefit-  *'  In  the  various  changes  which 
our  religion  and  government  have  undergone,  which  have  in  their  turns 
rendered  every  sort  of  party  or  religion  obnoxious  to  the  reigning 
powers,  this  American  asylum,  open  in  the  hottest  times  of  our  persecu- 
tions, has  proved  of  infinite  ser\-ice,  not  only  to  the  present  peace  of 
England,  but  to  the  prosperity  of  its  commerce,  and  the  establishment 
of  its  power." 

Dr  Davenant  had  taken  a  similar  view  of  the  sabject  in  his  Tract  on 
the  Plantation  Trade. 

"  Such  as  found  themselves  disturbed  and  uneasy  at  home,  if  they 
could  have  found  no  other  retreat,  must  have  gone  to  the  Hans  towns, 
Switzerland,  Denmark,  Sweden,  or  Holland,  (as  many  did  before 
the  plantations  flourished,  to  our  great  detriment,)  and  they  who  had 
thus  retired  to  the  European  countries,  must  hare  been  for  ever  lost 
to  England. 

r»ut  Providence,  which  contrives  better  for  us  than  we  can  do  for 
ourselves,  has  offered  in  the  new  world,  a  place  of  refuge  for  these, 
peradventure,  mistaken  and  misled  people,  where,  (as  shall  be  shown 
by  and  by,)  their  labour  and  industry  is  more  useful  to  their  mother 
kingdom,  than  if  they  had  continued  among  us. 

**  And  as  to  malcontents  in  the  state,  perhaps  it  is  for  the  public  safety, 
that  there  should  always  be  such  an  outlet  or  issue  for  the  ill  humours, 
which,  from  time  to  time  are  engendered  in  the  body  politic.*' 


(NOTE  O.    p.  219.) 

At  the  instigation  of  Franklin,  a  society  was  instituted  in  Philadel- 
phia, in  the  year  1745,  which  took  the  name  of  Tlie  American  Philoso- 
phical Society.  It  pursued,  modestly  and  privately,  for  the  improvement 
of  the  members,  of  whom  Franklin  and  Rittenhouse  were  the  most 
fictive  arid  distinguised,  enquires  into  most  branches  of  physical  sci- 
ence. In  1~66.  another  soc'e'v  was  formed  in  tlie  same  city,  with  the 
*itle  of  The  American  Society  for  promoting  and  propagating  useful 
Jrwraledge.  It  w:  s  composed  of  unpretendir  g  men  of  all  professions, 
anxious  to  increase  the  stock  of  their  own  information,  and  to  be  in- 
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strumeiitui  in  enlarging  that  of  llieir  countr}  .  The  ttst  which  they  pART  I 
established,  does  them  the  highest  honour,  for  the  hbei-aliiy  and  purity  .^s^-^t^ 
of  the  principles  of  which  it  exacted  the  acknowledgment.  They  ^-^^^^ 
confined  themselves  to  the  discussion  of  practical  quesiions,  and  the 
investigation  of  matters  of  immediate  utility.  The  perusal  of  their 
Minutes  must  inspire  every  unprejudiced  person  with  a  high  idea  of 
their  intelligence  and  zeal;  1  might  say,  with  admiration,  when  the 
range  of  their  study  and  reseaixh,  is  considered  in  connection  with  the 
attention  and  drudgery,  required  by  the  active  professions  in  which 
they  were  universally  engaged.  Points  of  social  economy  and  general 
politics  were  often  discussed  at  their  sittings,  and  determined  upon 
the  broadest  principles  of  reason  and  humanity.  The  following  ques- 
tion, for  example,  was  taken  up  by  them  on  the  3d  September,  1762, 
**  Is  it  good  policy  to  admit  the  importation  of  negroes  into  America  ?" 
Their  views  of  the  subject  v/ere  in  conformity  with  the  true  theory  of 
national  welfare  and  moral  obligation. 

They  could  show,  in  the  list  of  their  foreign  correspondents,  who  did 
justice  to  their  enlightened  character  and  benevolent  aims,  British  phi- 
Janthropists  and  statesmen  ef  the  first  rank.  I  may  name  Sir  George 
Saville,  as  one  of  the  several  distinguished  whigs  with  whom  they  car- 
ried on  a  commerce  of  enquiry  and  speculation,  creditable  to  the  sense, 
patriotism,  and  catholic  spirit  of  both  parties. 

The  two  Philadelphia  associations  were  amalgamated  -by  common 
consent  in  1769 :  and,  in  1780,  incorporated,  as  the  American  Philoso- 
phical Society,  by  an  act  of  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature. 

1  have  admitted  by  implication  in  the  text,  to  give  greater  force  to  tiie 
charge  of  illiberality  against  the  Reviewers,  that  the  Transactions  of  the 
present  institute  are  not  of  much  intrinsic  worth.  They  deserve,  how- 
«?ver,  a  higher  character  ;  and  have  never  been  decried  any  where  but 
in  Great  Britain.  The  astronomical  papers  of  the  first  volume  drew 
lofty  compliments  and  eager  enquiries,  from  several  of  the  most  cele- 
brated savans  of  Europe.  Dr.  Maskelyne  bore,  in  letters  preserved  in 
the  reconls  of  the  society,  the  strongest  testimony  to  the  genius  of 
Rittenhouse,  and  to  the  mei-it  of  his  Observations  on  the  Transit  of 
Venus,  which  were  republished  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Royal  So- 
ciety. I  happen  to  have  now  under  my  eyes,  a  communication  to  the 
American  Society,  f-.om  Zach,  Director  of  the  Observatory  of  Saxe 
Gotha,  and  an  eminent  astronomer;  in  which  compliments  are  paid  to 
its  labours,  indicating  a  sense  of  their  value,  somewhat  different  from 
that  of  the  Edinburgh  Review.  A  short  extract  from  Dr.  Zach's  com- 
munication may  not  be  unacceptable  here. 

"  Last  year  I  received  the  3d.  vol.  of  the  Transactions  of  the  A.  P. 
Soc,  which  I  perused  with  great  satisfaction.  The  observation  of  the 
annular  eclipse  of  the  sun,  April  3,  1791,  made  at  Philadelphia,  by  Dr. 
Rittenhouse,  has  given  me  great  pleasure,  and  was  of  very  great  use 
in  ascertaining  the  true  diameters  of  the  O  and  the  Moon  ;  and  also 
of  the  infexion  and  irradiation  of  light :  several  astronomers  of  Europe 
have  inferred  by  it  very  satisfactory  results ;  so  has  the  celebrated 
French  astronomer,  M.  de  la  Lande  found,  that  the  observed  duratiisn  of 
the  ring  4'  17"  agrees  perfectly  well,  with  his  diameter  O  C  j  assumed 
in  his  Astronomical  Tables,  (iii.  edit.  1792.) 

The  American  Philosophical  Society  has  always  been  more  studious 
of  doing  good  within  itself,  than  ambitious  of  publishing  volumes  for 
the  approbation  of  the  world.  A  much  more  favourable  idea  of  its  indus- 
tr\,  learning,  and  usefulness,  is  conveyed  by  the  private  records  of  its 
proceedings,  than  by  tlie  six  quartos  of  its  Transactions,  reputable  as 
these  are,  and  must  be  confessed  to  be,  when  impartially  considered. 
It  was  early  marked  by  public  spirited  designs.  Witness  the  appoint, 
ment  in  1763,  of  committees  of  its  members  to  make,  in  different 
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PART  I.  places,  observations  on  that  rare  phenomenon,  the  transit  of  Venus 
"ver  the  Sun's  Disk.  The  expense  of  this  undertaking  it  defrayed, 
though  possessed,  as  at  present,  of  no  other  regular  funds  than  those  aris- 
ing from  an  annual  contribution  of  two  dollars  from  each  of  its  resident 
members.  It  has  given  a  particular  and  steady  attention  to  the  re- 
sources  open  to  us  in  the  three  kingdoms  of  nature,  and  to  plans  of 
improvement  in  our  physical  economy.  Its  functions  vi^ere  suspended 
necessarily  during  the  revolution,  as  all  of  its  members  v^ere  more  or 
less  ardent  in  the  cause  of  independence,  and  fitted  to  act  a  servicea. 
ble  part  in  the  struggle.  There  has  not  been  displayed  since,  the  de- 
gree of  vivacity  and  earnestntss  in  its  proper  career,  which  could  have 
been  wished  ;  but,  as  much,  perhaps,  as  was  reasonably  to  be  expected 
under  the  circumstances  of  the  country,  and  in  the  absence  of  all 
pecuniary  patronage.  The  hopes  to  be  entertained  of  it  now,  are 
considerable,  from  the  numbers,  particularly  among  the  rising  genera- 
tion, who  have  imbibed  a  relish  for  scientific  studies,  and  from  the 
greater  importance  which  it  is  likely  to  acquire  in  the  public  estima- 
tion, as  education  and  knowledge  spread  and  ripen  over  the  land.  Its 
library  consists  of  about  four  thousand  volumes,  comprising  the  best  ele- 
mentary treatises  in  science  and  the  technical  arts.  It  has  exchanged 
Transactions  with  most  of  the  academies  of  Europe,  and  has  been  en- 
riched with  many  valuable  works,  bestowed  spontaneously  and  with  ex- 
pressions of  lively  esteem,  by  their  authors,  such  as  the  BuffonSjthe  1/^- 
voisiers,  the  Hunters,*  whose  vision  was  either  less  distinguishing,  or 
less  clouded,  (I  leave  the  world  to  decide  which,)  than  that  of  the 
British  reviewers.  Its  Museum  of  Natural  History,  though  not  exten- 
sive, contains  a  number  of  rare  specimens,  chiefly  in  mineralogy.  Its 
"  meeting  housey"  to  use  the  language  of  the  Edinburgh  Keview, 
Vv^here,  according  to  this  liberal  and  courteous  journal,  its  "transactions 
'jiVe  scraped  together,'"  is  a  commodious  and  handsome  edifice,  and  the 
room  in  which  it  assembles,  is,  certainly,  styled  "  Philosophical  Hall." 
The  remark  of  the  Review,  that  this  denomination  is  in  the  genuine 
dialect  of  tradesmen^  bespeaks  as  much  of  effrontery  as  ill  nature  : 
since  the  Reviewers  must  have  known,  that  the  place  of  assembling  of 
most  of  the  learned  societies  and  professions  of  Great  Britain  bears  the 
same  title  of  Hall ;  and  that  a  term  exactly  correspondent  is  used  re- 
spectively by  almost  every  one  of  the  Academies  of  Europe  :  Salle  de 
ITnstitut,  &c. 

The  imagination  of  these  critics  might  be  supposed  to  be  affect- 
ed with  regard  to  "tradesmen."  It  will  be  recollected,  that  in  their 
first  review  of  Franklin's  Works,  they  complained  of  his  indulging,  in 
his  Memoirs,  in  too  many  details  and  anecdotes  concerning  that  class  of 
persons — "  obscure  individuals."  In  Zenophon's  Memorabilia,  we  read 
the  following  as  part  of  one  of  the  dialogues :  "  Critias,  interrupting 
Socrates,  said — *  And  I,  Socrates,  I  can  inform  thee  of  something  more 
thou  hast  to  refrain  from  ;  keep  hencefortli  at  a  proper  distance  from 
the  carpenters,  smiths,  and  shoemakers,  and  let  us  have  no  more  of  your 
examples  from  them.'*  '  Must  I  likewise  give  up  the  consequences,*  said 
Socrates, '  deducible  from  these  examples,  and  concern  myself  no  longer 
with  justice  and  piety,  and  the  rules  of  right  and  wrong.'  Thou  must, 
by  Jupiter,  replied  Charicles,"  &c. 


*  I  might  add  the  names  of  Ingenhauz,  Haiiy,  Humboldt,  De  la 
Lande,  Cuvier,  Ebeling,  Adelung,  Maseres,  Biot,  Delambre,  Campo- 
manes,  &c. 


NOTES. 


(NOTE  P.    p.  225.)  PART 

A  just  account  of  tlie  character  of  General  Marshall  and  of  his 
work,  is  given  in  the  letters  of  Inchiquin,  (letter  8.)  The  following 
parts  of  it  I  could  wish  to  be  read  in  connexion  with  niy  text. 

"During  the  war  of  the  revolution,  the  present  chief  justice  accom- 
panied the  American  forces  in  the  capacity  of  deputy  judge  advocate, 
which  situation  afforded  him  the  best  means  of  becoming  practically 
conversant  with  the  details  of  that  contest,  its  difficulties  and  resources  ; 
the  character  and  views  of  those  on  whom  it  mainly  devolved  ;  and  the 
construction,  movements,  and  engagements  of  the  armies.  In  process  of 
time  he  attained  to  situations  of  more  importance,  and  successively 
filled  several  of  the  first  offices.  Possessed  with  these  advantages,  en- 
dowed with  a  masculine,  versatile,  and  discriminating  genius,  and  hold- 
ing a  place,  calculated  to  give  weight  to  whatever  he  should  publish, 
he  was  selected  to  compile  from  the  manuscripts  of  Washington,  and 
from  the  public  records  and  papers,  the  joint  annals  of  Washington  and 
his  country. 

"  The  objects  of  the  work  were  to  furnish  a  correct  and  honourable 
memorial  of  national  events,  and  to  immortalize  Wasliington.  His 
biograpliy  is  therefore  prefaced  with  a  full  account  of  the  discovery 
and  advancement  of  North  Americf,  down  to  the  period  when  he  ap- 
pears upon  the  scene.  After  which  period,  till  his  death,  it  is  natu- 
rally interwoven  with  the  transactions  of  the  revolution,  which  his 
achievements  so  largely  contributed  to  effect,  and  with  the  formation  of 
the  government,  at  the  head  of  which  he  was  placed. 

"  The  public  documents  of  which  the  chief  justice  had  the  disposi- 
tion, would  be  inestimable,  even  if  arranged  by  inferior  hands,  without 
any  attempt  at  shaping  them  into  a  connected  narrative.  But  wrought 
as  they  have  been  by  him,  into  a  clear,  manly,  systematic,  and  philosophi- 
cal history,  without  a  grain  of  merit  on  the  score  of  composition,  they 
would  outweigh  the  most  beautiful  composition  that  ever  was  formed. 
There  is  not  another  national  history  extant,  which  is  composed  entirely 
of  authentic,  public  materials,  by  a  cotemporary  and  a  participator. 

*•  Nor  is  the  composition  so  unworthy  of  the  subject.  The  commen- 
taries and  reflections  are  simple,  natural  and  just.  The  style  plain, 
nervous,  unaf?ected ;  perhaps  too  bare  of  ornament,  and  sometimes 
liable  to  the  imputation  of  verbosity,  but  never  rough,  irksome,  or  in- 
elegant. 

"  As  great  expectations  were  entertained  of  this  performance,  con- 
siderable disappointment  has  been  expressed  at  some  of  its  alleged  de- 
fects ;  particularly  by  those  who,  vitiated  by  the  malevolent  system  of 
criticism  that  prevails  in  England  and  this  country,  are  never  satisfied 
with  nature  and  plain  sense,  but  incessantly  crave  the  amazing  and  ro- 
mantic. In  every  department  of  letters,  standards  are  erected,  to 
which  fresh  publications  are  referred  for  their  estimate.  But  is  it  fair 
to  condemn  an  American  historian  to  oblivion,  because  he  is  less  enter- 
taining than  Hume  or  Gibbon,  or  an  epic  poet,  because  he  falls  short  of 
Milton  ? 

"  The  American  historian  had  neither  anomalies  nor  miracles  to  deal 
with.  The  recent  discovery  of  a  new  world  ;  the  still  more  recent 
struggles  of  an  infant  people  to  shake  off  the  trammels  of  colonization  : 
late  events,  of  little  except  moral  interest ;  partial,  procrastinated,  and 
seldom  signalized  warfare  ;  the  adjustment  of  treaties  and  formation  of 
republican  institutions ;  though  highly  interesting  to  modern  contem- 
plation, are  much  less  malleable,  tlian  remote  and  doubtful  traditions 
of  astonishing  transactions,  into  the  magazine  of  entertainment,  v/hicli 
seems  to  be  looked  for  in  modern  history.  But  whatever  the  present 
age  may  desire,  facts  soon  become  vastly  more  important  than  disserta- 
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PART  I.  lions;  nor  can  moral  results  ever  be  fairly  taken,  unless  readers  may 
^^-v-^/  implicitly  rely  on  the  truth  of  the  details. 

"  The  narrative  of  tlie  Life  of  Washington  might,  perhaps,  have  been 
enlivened  with  more  biographical  and  cliaracterisiic  sketches.  But  it 
must  be  remembered,  that  to  draw  living  characters  is  an  arduous  and 
invidious  task.  And  when  the  whole  subject  matter  is  well  considered, 
the  author  will  be  found  well  entitled  to  our  approbation  for  the  cau- 
tion he  has  exercised  in  this  particular.  As  to  Washington  himself,  the 
uniformity  of  his  life,  and  taciturnity  of  his  nature,  precluded  any  sirf- 
ficieiit  funds  for  this  minor  scene  :  though  I  cannot  refrain  from  observ- 
ing, tliat  his  unaffected  and  warm  piety,  his  belief  in  the  Christian  reli- 
gion, and  exemplary  discharge  of  all  its  public  and  private  duties,  might 
have  been  enlarged  upon  with  more  emphasis  and  advantage. 

"  At  such  a  period  as  the  present,  when  the  press  is  converted 
into  a  powerful  engine  of  falsehood,  proscription  and  confusion  ;  when 
letters  are  perverted  to  the  most  treacherous  and  unworthy  pur- 
poses, it  behoves  every  American,  who  admires  the  history  of  his 
country,  it  behoves,  indeed,  every  man  who  loves  truth,  to  uphold 
an  authentic  national  work,  like  Marshall's,  against  its  malign  enemies 
and  lukewarm  friends,  and  to  cherish  it  as  a  performance  whose  sub- 
ject  and  authenticity  alone,  independent  of  any  other  merits,  should 
preserve  and  magiVify  it  for  ever." 


(NOTE  Q.    p.  228  ) 

It  is  curious  to  find  a  journal  published  in  Scotland,  complaining  of 
the  Americans  as  a  "scattered,  vugratory,  ^wd  speadatvig  people,"  and 
attributing  to  them  as  such,  a  system  of  manners  an<!  morality  below  the 
European  standard.  M.  Brougham  lately  asked  in  Parliament  a  ques- 
tion which  we  may  repeat — in  what  part  of  the  world  is  it  in  which 
Scotchmen  are  not  to  be  found  in  numbers  P  and,  we  may  add,  in  which 
they  do  not  appear  as  adventurers  and  speculators  ?  We  do  not,  how- 
ever, tax  them,  on  this  account,  with  having  "  great  and  peculiar  faults," 
but  on  the  contrary,  we  respect  in  them  that  spirit  of  enterprise,  and 
pride  of  independence,  which  prompt  them  to  incur  all  the  hazards  and 
hardships  of  distant  emigration,  rather  than  groan  in  p(<verty,  and 
crouch  under  hereditary  superiors,  at  home.  I  think  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  show  the  process  by  which  the  sense  of  honour  \T(\\>voves,  as  "the 
spirit  of  adventure  is  deprived  of  its  object,  and  as  population  thickens 
and  becomes  crowded."  It  is  in  this  state  of  things  that  poverty  and  ser- 
vility are  engendered  ;  thai  crimes  multiply  from  the  impulses  of  des- 
peration; thai  turpitude  and  brutality  are  kept  in  countenance  by  the 
multitude  of  examples.  The  operation  of  hope  upon  the  mind ;  the  very 
career  itself  of  seeking  and  compassing  a  more  comfortable,  independ- 
ent condition,  are  favourable  to  the  manners  and  morals.  The  sense  of 
honour  improves  with  the  sense  of  personal  importance,  which  grows 
out  of  self  reliance,  and  equality  of  rank. 

The  second  number  of  "  The  Old  Bachelor,"  a  work,  which,  in  gene- 
ral, is  creditab.p  to  our  literature,  contains  a  keen  retort  for  the  para- 
graphs of  the  Edinburgh  Review,  to  which  this  note  refei-s.  "They 
exhibit,"  shvs  the  Virginian  essayist,  "  a  palpable  and  ludicrous  struggle 
between  the  object  and  the  conscience  of  the  critic  ;  between  the  con- 
flicting purposes  of  lashing  .Mr.  Ashe,  for  lampooning  the  Americans, 
and  at  the  same  tmie  of  inflicting  the  lash  on  them  himself."  See  No. 
2,  l>t  volume  (-f  Old  Bachelor,  ft)r  a  full  exposition  of  the  absurdity  of 
those  paragraphs. 


NOTES. 


(NOTE  R,    p.  251.) 

'tuE  whole  concentrated  reproac'i  of  this  and  the  succeeding  page  of 
the  text  is  capable  of  being  fully  refuted  ;  and  will  be  so,  I  tmst,  by  the 
simple  annunciation  of  facts,  in  my  intended  exposition  of  the  actual 
^tate  of  this  country.  It  may  be  also  retorted,  and  this  is  the  proper 
mode  of  dealing  with  it  at  prese  nt.  We  shall  convict  the  English  writer 
of  the  most  hardy  disingenuousness,  in  describing,  as  peculiar  to  the 
United  States,  dispositions  and  practices  which  notoriously  prevail 
around  him,  in  England,  to  an  unparalleled  extent;  which  had  their 
origin  there  ;  and  are  almost  daily  aggravated  in  amount  and  malignity. 

The  determination  on  the  part  of  the  Reviewer  to  calumniate  the 
Americans,  is  immediately  betrayed  by  the  preposterous  and  arbitrary 
refinement  of  distinguishing  between  tJieir  feelings  in  getting  drunk  and 
that  of  the  European.  The  pleasure  of  the  one  is  sensual  and  brutal, 
uhile  that  of  the  other  is  liberal  minded  and  somewhat  sentimental ! 
And  hetice  it  is,  according  to  the  critic,  that  the  Americans  decide  their 
quarrels  in  ways  which,  we  are  given  to  understand,  are  unknown  in 
Europe, — rough  and  tumbling;  biting  and  lacerating,  &c. 

I  will  not  refer  to  the  Parliamentary  statements  respe  cting  the  quan- 
tity of  whiskey,  licensed  and  unlicensed,  consumed  in  Ireland  ;  and  the 
prevalence  of  intoxication  in  that  unhappy  country.  The  vice  there  is 
not  merely  "  social  hilarity  betrayed  inro  excess,"  but  the  desperation 
of  want  and  abjection,  springing  from  selfish  misgovernment  by  the 
ruling  kingdom.  We  will  confine  ourselves  to  England,  and  leave  it  to 
the  common  sense  of  the  reader  to  determine  whether  she  is  entitled 
to  boast  of  her  superior  sobriety  ;  and  whe'ther  there  is  much  that  is 
sentimental  and  generous  in  the  process  of  intoxication  with  the  topers 
mentioned  in  the  extracts  which  I  am  about  to  oflfer.  I  take  the  follow- 
ing from  the  late  Re]7orts  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons 
on  the  Police  of  the  Metropolis. 

♦*  Question  put  to  one  of  the  most  respetable  witnesse.s — 

"  Do  you  tiiink  there  has  been  an  increased  consumption  of  gin 
within  these  few  years  i'  I  have  no  doubt  of  it,  as  the  increase  of  htg- 
gars  is  visible  :  almost  all  these  persons  about  the  streets  drink,  and 
they  train  up  their  children  in  drinking.  1  have  seen  them  at  the  door 
of  the  gin-shops,  giving  their  children  in  arms  the  draining  of  a  glass. 
There  are  five  large  gin  shops,  or  wine-vaults,  as  they  are  called,  close 
to  the  Seven  Dials,  whicli  are  constantly  frequented.  There  is  one  where 
they  go  in  at  one  door  and  out  at  another,  to  prevent  the  inconvenience 
of  their  returning  the  same  way,  where  there  are  so  many.  A  friend  of 
mine,  who  lived  opposite,  had  the  curiosity  to  count  how  man\  went  in 
in  the  course  of  one  Sunday  morning,  before  he  went  to  church,  and  it 
was  320." 

Statement  of  another  respectable  witness. 

"  On  a  Sunday  morning,  from  April  to  Michaelmas,  on  Holborn  Hill, 
there  is  nothing  but  riot  and  confusion,  from  Hatton  Garden  to  the 
Market,  from  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  till  eight  ;  the  gin-snops  open 
so  early  that  they  get  drunk,  and  are  rioting  and  fighting  about.  1  should 
think  that  there  must  be  two  or  three,  or  four  hundred — it  is  quite  like 
a  market — loose,  disorderly  people  of  both  sexes — I  have  seen  as  much 
as  three  or  four  fights  on  a  Sunday  morning.  Thompson's  gin-shop  is 
what  they  call  the  best.  I  should  not  wonder  if  there  were  a  thousand 
customers  on  a  Stmdai/  vioniing,  before  the  time  of  service — the  place  is 
full  from  four  in  the  morning  till  eleven." 

These  are  simple  specimens,  which  do  not,  by  any  means,  convey  an 
adequate  idea  of  the  enormity  au'l  difFusivpness  of  the  evil.  If  is  to 
Colquhoun's  Treatises  on  the  Police  of  the  Metropolis,  and  on  Indigence, 
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PART  I.  that  I  w  ould  refer  on  this  head.    His  statements,  in  those  works,  ape 
i^^^f^-^/T^^  made  for  1806  ;  and  the  late  Parliamentary  reports  do  not  merely  con- 
firm them,  but  show  an  increase  of  the  vice  of  tippling,  in  a  ratio  far 
greater  than  that  of  the  population.    He  bears  the  following  testimony. 

"  The  quantity  of  beer,  porter,  gin,  and  compounds,  sold  in  public 
houses  in  the  metropolis  and  its  environs,  has  been  estimated,  after  be- 
stowing considerable  pains  in  forming  a  calculation,  at  nearly  3,300,000^ 
])ounds  sterling  a  year,  a  sum  equal  to  double  the  revenue  of  some  of 
the  kingdoms  and  states  of  Europe." 

"  In  the  year  ending  July  1st,  1806,  the  quantity  of  porter,  strong  ale, 
and  small  beer  brewed  in  London  by  20  principal,  and  126  lesser  brewers, 
amounted  to  68,228,432  gallons,  valued,  at  the  sale  price,  at  4,440,384/. 
The  annual  consumption  of  this  beverage  must  now  exceed  12,000,000/. 
and  of  home-made  spirits  about  5,000,000/.  There  are  about  fifty  thou- 
sand licensed  ale-houses  in  England  and  Wales,  furnishing  facilities  not 
only  for  intoxication,  but  every  other  kind  of  brutal  excess.  In  the 
whole  of  the  metropolis  and  its  environs,  it  is  calculated  that  there  is 
about  one  public  house  to  every  thirty-seven  families.  The  prevailing 
habit  among  the  labouring  people,  in  every  district  in  England  and 
Wales,  is  to  spend  the  chief  part  of  their  leisure  time  in  ale-houses.  In 
vulgar  life,  it  is  the  first  ambition  of  the  youth,  when  approaching  to- 
wards an  adult  state,  to  learn  to  smoke  tobacco.  When  this  accom- 
plishment is  acquired,  he  finds  himself  qualified  to  waste  his  time  in 
the  tap-room.  But  the  evil  does  not  rest  here.  Numerous  families  of 
labourers  lodge  with  their  wives  and  children  in  common  ale-houses, 
in  the  metropolis,  and  probably  in  most  of  the  large  cities  and  towns  in 
different  parts  of  the  kii\gdom  ;  while,  of  late  years,  the  females  indis- 
criminately mix  witli  tlie  males,  and  unblushingly  listen  to  all  the  lewd,^ 
and  often  obscene  discourse  which  circulates  freely  in  these  haunts  of 
vice  and  idleness." 

The  duties  upon  the  liquor  brewed  by  the  eleven  principal  porter 
breweries  of  London,  amounted,  in  1818,  to  900,000/.  sterling.  The  ex- 
cise upon  malt,  beer,  and  British  spirits,  throughout  Great  Britain,  to 
nine  millions  sterling;  to  which  two  milhons  have  been  added  in  the 
)ate  addition  to  the  general  taxation. 

Mr.  Bennet,  in  asking  leave,  at  the  beginning  of  the  last  year  (1818,) 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of 
ale-houses,  made  the  following  statement.  "  A  large  proportion  of  the 
vice  and  immorality  which  prevails,  may  be  traced  to  the  bad  system 
acted  upon  at  present  in  licensing  and  regulating  public  houses.  It 
would  be  seen  by  the  evidence  in  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
subject,  not  only  that  houses  of  the  most  nefarious  kind  were  permitted 
to  exist,  but  that  they  existed  with  the  full  countenance  and  concurrence 
of  some  of  the  police  officers,  who  frequented  them,  and  who  had  a 
fellow  feeling  with  the  persons  assembled  in  them.  There  were  above 
t-wo  hitndred  houses  of  that  description  in  London,  in  which  a  nightly  and 
promiHCuous  assemblage  took  place,  not  only  of  men  and  women,  but  of 
bo\s  and  girls  of  eight,  nine,  ten,  and  eleven  years  of  age.  In  some  of 
Ihem  there  was  established  a  sort  of  regular  court  of  justice,  at  the 
head  of  which  a  Jew  presided  ;  before  whom  was  brought  all  the  pil- 
lage and  profits  of  the  day  and  night,  and  w  ho  superintended  their  re- 
gular distribution  He  knew  one  instance  of  a  boy,  not  thirteen  years 
old.  w  ho,  in  the  course  of  one  night,  disposed  of  property  to  the  amount 
of  100/  " 

Lrst  it  should  be  still  supposed  that  London  has  a  monopoly  of  the  gen- 
try whom  "social  hilarity  betrays  Into  excess"  of  potation,  or  that  the 
race  may  be  extinct,!  will  quote  a  passage  on  thr  subject  from  a  very 
recent  work  of"  utiqueslicMvable  authority — the  ''Observations  of  William 
Roscoe,  Esq.  of  Liverpool,  on  Penal  Jurisprudence."   "  In  taking  a  sur- 
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vey  of  society  around  us,"  says  this  eye  witness,  and  zealous  patriot, 
*'one  of  the  most  striking  objects  which  atti'ncts  our  attention,  and 
which  particularly  excites  the  observation  and  surprise  of  every  stranger, 
is  the  shocking  habit  of  intoxication^  which  is  exhibit  jd,  not  (juiy  in  the 
metropolis,  but  in  most  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  which  if  not  actu- 
ally encouraged,  is  openly  permitted,  to  the  most  alarming  and  incredible 
extent.  Let  the  reader  who  doubts  this  assertion  examine  tlie  reports 
of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  police  of  the  metropolis;  he  will  there  tind  such  a  representation 
of  the  dreadful  effects  of  this  vice,  as  cannot  fail  to  call  the  public  atten 
tion  to  a  subject,  in  which,  not  only  the  interests  of  morality  and  reli- 
gion, but  the  personal  and  individual  safety  of  every  member  of  the 
community  is  in  some  degree  involved.  It  is  principally  to  this  source 
that  the  committee  have  traced  up  the  increased  depravity  of  the  pre- 
sent times  ;  and  they  have  siiown,  by  the  most  authentic  evidence,  that 
most  of  the  horrible  crimes  which  have  of  late  been  committed,  in  and 
about  the  metropohs,  have  been  occasioned  by  the  'brutalizing  effect 
of  spirituous  liquors  ;  by  which  the  criminal  is  rendered  insensible  to 
the  milder  feelings  of  his  nature,  and  regardless  of  all  consequenceSj 
whether  as  afiecting  this  world  or  another.'  To  the  same  cause  a  very 
respectable  witness  attributes  the  spirit  of  insubordination  and  sedition, 
which  has  manifested  itself  in  some  districts,  and  the  murders  to  which 
it  has  given  rise." 

As  for  the  practice  of  gambling  which  the  Quarterly  Review,  with 
monstrous  injustice,  charges  upon  *'  ail  orders  of  men,  clergy  as  well  as 
laity"  in  the  United  States,  1  will  again  refer  to  Colquhoun's  book,*  for 
a  sketch  of  the  sins  of  the  British  metropolis  on  this  score.  The  details 
are  such,  both  in  tliat  work  and  in  the  Parliamentary  Reports,  as  I  do 
not  wish  to  repeat;  but  no  one  who  has  read  them,  and  who  knows 
America,  will  deem  me  extravagant,  when  I  assert,  that  the  gambling  ot 
London  alone  far  exceeds  that  of  the  whole  United  States,  whether  as 
to  the  variety  and  odiousness  of  its  forms  ;  the  depravity  of  spirit  with 
which  it  is  pursued ;  the  knavery  with  which  it  is  accompanied;  the 
crimes  and  miseries  to  which  it  leads  ;  or  the  amount  of  the  sums  staked 
within  the  year.  Colquhoun  estimated  this  amount  at  7,225,000/.  ster- 
ling, besides  3.135,000/.  fov  fraudulent  instirances  in  the  lottery.-^  M. 
Roscoe,  in  the  work  of  his  which  I  have  just  quoted,  alleges  that  one 
of  the  principal  causes  of  the  unexampled  frequency  of  crimes  in  the 
present  day,  in  England,  is  the  open  and  unrestrained  practice  of  gambling, 
which,  originating  in  the  higher  classes,  has  infected  the  lower,  till  it 
has  become  the  habitual  occupation  even  of  children  of  the  lowest 
ranks,  who  are  seen  in  the  streets  of  the  metropolis,  on  the  Sunday 
particularly,  in  gaming  ;>arties,  fifty  or  sixty  in  a  gang."± 

Let  us  now  attend  to  the  pretended  effects  of  the  anomalous  inebria- 
tion of  the  Americans  : — their  rough,  and  tumbling ;  their  biting  and  la- 
cerating each  other,  and  xh&'w:  gouging.  The  last  named  practice  is  the 
thrusting  out  of  the  antagonist's  eye  in  a  pugilistic  combat.  No  in- 
stance of  ii  has  ever  been  known  in  the  states  north  of  Maryland  ;  it 
has  occurred  in  some  of  the  southern  ;  but  is  now  rare,  and'  become 
dishonourable  even  among  that  class  of  persons,  the  vulgarest  and  most 
licentious,  to  which  it  was  confined.  But,  admitting  it  to  be  a  ground 
of  national  reproach,  is  it  in  itself  more  savage  and  disgraceful  than  the 


*  P.  142,  3d  SvC.  Police  of  the  Metropolis. 

t  In  his  Treatise  on  Indigence,  Colquhoun  estimates  at  10,000,  the 
class  of  persons  whom  he  calls  lottery  vagrants,  en)ployed  in  London  in 
procuring  insurances  during  the  lottery  drawings. 

^  Page  30. 
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PART  I.  knobbing.  Jibbing,  iniUing,  and  all  the  other  modes  of  injury  in  fight,  for 
^^..^^—^  which  the  EngHsh  have  invented  a  technical  vocabulary  ?  Is  there  any 
thing  worse  in  it,  than  what  we  read  in  almost  all  the  accounts  of  the 
set  and  mercenary  battles,  at  which  the  English  of  all  ranks  attend  in 
thousands  with  the  keenness  of  passion — to  wit :  that  such  a  one,  and 
such  a  one,  "the  chanDpion  of  England,"  "the  cock  of  the  nation," 
after  having  <iemolished  one  of  his  antagonist's  eyes,  *'  made  continual 
play  a»  the  other !"  Is  the  spectacle  which  the  gouged  combatant  may 
be  supposed  to  offer,  indicative  of  more  ftrocity  in  the  combat,  or  more 
shocking  to  the  memory,  or  more  offensive  to  the  sight,  than  that  of 
the  vanquished  party  in  the  affair  described  in  the  following  estract 
from  Bellas  Weekly  Messenger,  of  Dec.  7,  1818. 

"The  great  battle  between  Turner  and  Randall,  at  Copthorn,  on 
Saturday. 

"This  matcli  for  one  hundred  guineas  a  side  was  fought  on  Saturday 
at  the  above  spot,  amidst  thousands  of  spectators. 

"Turner  from  the  seventh  round  exhibited  a  head  like  a  red  night- 
cap, not  a  slice  of  flesh,  (for  it  was  hit  in  all  directions,)  but  what  was 
covered  with  blood.  'Jliere  was  no  knock  down  till  the  fourteenth 
round,  when  Randall,  after  a  hit  in  every  round,  to  keep  the  blood  in 
motion,  floored  him  by  a  clean  right-handed  body  hit." 

Gouging  is  abhorred  by  every  man  of  this  country  who  pretends  to 
character:  seeking  to  witness  it  as  an  entertainment  is  not  imaginable  in 
the  habits  or  tastes  of  any  such  person.  But  the  head  like  a  red  night- 
cap ;  the  fainting  pugilist  covered  with  blood,  blinded  and  mangled,  and 
finally,  when  incapable  of  all  further  off  ei^ce  or  resistance,  deliberately 
laid  senseless,  perhaps  lifeless,  with  "  a  clean  right-handed  body  hit" — 
This  is  the  exiiibition  in  which  men  of  rank  and  fashion  in  England  de- 
light; over  which  they  preside,  and  which  can  draw  together  twenty 
tliousand  spectatoi  s  of  all  classes,  as  to  a  festival  not  only  yielding  gra- 
tification, but  fi:rnishing  an  opportunity  for  gambling  speculations.* 
Horrible  as  these  prize  fights  are,  they  are  thouglit  worthy  of  encou- 
ragement as  a  substitute  for  the  modes  in  which  the  English  peasantry 
and  populace  were  and  are  wont  "to  decide  their  quarrels."  In  the 
volume  for  1806,  of  Nicholson's  Philosophical  Magazine,  there  is  a  dis- 
sertation written  by  Dr.  Bardsley,  of  Manchester,  "  On  the  Use  and 
Abuse  of  popular  Sports  and  Exercises;"  which  discloses  to  us  what> 
doubtless,  tlie  Quarterly  Review  must  have  considered  as  a  secret,  that 
those  modes  are  precisely  the  rough  and  tumbling,  biting  and  tacerating^ 
which  it  would  represent  as  peculiar  to  the  Americans.  Even  the  goug- 
ing is  included,  virtually,  if  not  by  name,  and  very  frequently  manslaugh- 
ter, a  term  sufficiently  familiar  in  England.  We  are  outdone  by  the 
very  models  of  civilization,  as  will  appear  by  the  following  statements 
of  the  Manchester  writer. 

"Even  in  France,  and  most  parts  of  Germany,  the  quarrels  of  the 
people  are  determined  by  a  brutal  appeal  to  force,  directed  in  any  man- 
ner, however  perilous,  to  the  annoyance  or  destruction  of  the  adver- 


*  (RoMSG  )  Bell's  Weekly  Messenger,  May  10th,  1819.) 
"The  match  between  Randall  and  Martin,  took  place  on  Tuesday, 
on  Crav.'ley  Dow  ns,  more  than  thirty  miles  from  London,  and  the  spec- 
tators were  at  least  twenty  thousand  in  number;  they  fought  nineteen 
rounds  in  about  fifty  minutes,  when  Martin  resigned  the  contest.  Ran- 
dall was  matched  150/.  to  lOU/.  betting  was  seven  to  four  up^n  him. — 
Spring  and  Carter  next  entered  the  ring.  A  worse  fight  has  not  been 
.seen  for  man}  years  Spring  won  it  in  an  hour  and  three  quarters. 
There  xvas  very  little  'money  betted  on  this  Jight  in  London.  Many  were  of 
opinion  that  the  whole  was  a  trick  upon  the  knoiving  ones" 
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sary.  Sticks,  vStones,  aiiJ  every  dangerous  kind  of  weapon,  are  resorted  P  \TIT  1. 
to  for  the  gratification  of  passion  or  revenge.  But  the  most  common  v^-v^^^ 
and  savage  method  of  settling  quarrels  upon  the  continent,  is  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Roman  pancratium.  The  parties  close,  and  struggle  to  throw 
each  other  down  ;  at  the  same  time  the  teeth  and  nails  are  not  unem- 
ployed. In  short,  they  tear  each  other  like  wild  beasts,  and  never  de- 
sist from  the  conflict  till  their  strength  is  completely  exhausted ;  and 
thus,  regardless  of  any  established  laws  of  honour  which  teach  forbear- 
ance to  a  prostrate  foe,  their  cruelty  is  only  terminated  by  their  inability 
to  inflict  more  mischief" 

"The  mode  of  fighting  in  Holland,  among  the  seamen  and  others,  is 
well  known  by  the  appellation  of  snicker-snee.  In  this  contest  sharp 
knives  are  used  ;  and  the  parties  frequently  maim,  and  sometimes  de- 
stroy each  other.  The  government  deems  it  necessary  to  tolerate  this 
savage  practice." 

"  It  is  a  singular  though  striking  fact,  that  in  those  parts  of  the  king- 
dom of  England  where  the  generousand  manly  system  of  pugilism  is  least 
practised,  and  where,  for  the  most  part,  all  personal  disputes  are  decided 
by  the  exertion  of  savage  strength  and  ferocity — afondnessfor  barbarous 
and  bloody  sports  is  found  to  prevail.  In  some  parts  of  Lancashire, 
bull-baiting  and  man-slaying  are  common  practices.  Tiie  knowledge  of 
pugilism  as  an  art  is,  in  these  places,  neitiier  understood  nor  practised. 
There  is  no  established  rule  of  honour  to  save  the  weak  from  the  strong, 
but  every  man's  life  is  at  the  mercy  of  his  successful  antagonist.  The 
object  of  each  combatant  in  these  disgraceful  contests,  is,  to  throw  each 
other  prostrate  on  the  ground,  and  then  with  hands  and  feet,  teeth  and 
jiails,  to  inflict,  at  random,  every  possible  degree  of  injury  and  torment. 
This  is  not  an  exaggerated  statement  of  the  barbarism  still  prevailing  in 
many  parts  of  this  kingdom.  The  country  assizes  for  Lancashire  aflbrd 
too  many  convincing  proofs  of  the  increasing  mischiefs  arising  from  these 
and  other  disgraceful  combats." 

A  disgusting  instance  of  this  ferocious  mode  of  deciding  quarrels, 
was  not  long  since  brought  forward  at  Manchester  sessions.  It  ap- 
peared in  evidence,  that  two  persons,  upon  some  trifling  dispute,  at  a 
public  house,  agreed  to  lock  themselves  up  in  a  room  with  the  landlord, 
and  '  fight  it  out'  according  to  the  Bolton  method.  This  contest  lasted 
a  long  time,  and  was  only  terminated  by  the  loss  of  the  greatest  part  of 
the  nose  and  a  part  of  the  ear,  belonging  to  one  of  the  parties,  which 
were  actually  bitteji  off  by  the  other,  during  the  fight.  The  sufferer 
exhibited  at  the  trial  part  of  the  ear  so  torn  off" ;  and  upon  being  asked 
by  the  counsel  what  had  become  of  that  part  of  his  nose  which  was 
missing — he  replied  with  perfect  naivete — '  that  he  believed  his  anto- 
gonist  had  swallowed  it !'  It  has  happened  to  the  writer  of  these  re- 
marks to  witness,  in  more  than  one  instance,  the  pickin.^  up  in  the 
streets,  lacerated  portions  of  ears  and  fingers,  after  these  detestable 
and  savage  broils." 

"  The  judges,  on  the  occasions  above  mentioned,  have  frequently  de- 
clared in  the  most  solemn  and  impressive  charges  to  the  tjrand  jury, 
that  the  number  of  persons  indicted  for  murder,  or  manslaughter,  in 
consequence  of  the  bestial  mode  of  fighting  practised  in  this  country, 
far  exceeded  that  of  the  whole  northern  circuit and  that,  in  future, 
they  were  determined  to  punish  with  the  utmost  rigour  of  the  law, 
offenders  of  this  descripiion — But,  alas  !  these  just  denunciations  have 
little  availed — at  one  assize,  no  less  than  nine  persons  were  convicted 
of  manslaiig'uer,  originating  from  the  se  disgraceful  encounters." 

The  reader  would  fain  believe,  I  presume,  that  these  "diabolical 
practices,"  recited  from  Bardsley,  have  ceased;  but  1  cannot  give  him 
this  consolation,  or  in  any  wav  disguise  the  truth,  as  long  as  the  principal 
London  Journals  present  paragraphs  like  the  following  : 
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PART  I.  Cornier,  Jan.  18th,  1819. 

^w^-v^W  "MIDDLESEX  SESSIONS. 

"D.  Donovan  was  found  guilty  of  biting  off' the  nose  of  M.  Donovan, 
in  a  fight  which  they  had.  J.J.  Wakeman  was  sentenced  to  six  months 
imprisonment,  having  been  found  guiUy  of  seizing  R.  Cotton  by  tlie 
throat,  and  forcing  out  his  tongue,  half  of  which  he  bit  off",  and  the 
next  day  bragged  of  having  eaten.'* 

Bell's  Weekly  Messenger,  May  31,  1819. 

"  EPSOM  RACES,  Friday— Third  day,  May,  28,  1819. 

"  Several  races  of  mihor  importance  took  place  this  day,  and  afforded 
considerable  amusement  and  interest  to  the  sporting  gentry.  When  the 
races  were  concluded,  they  endeavoured  to  amuse  themselves  by  a  view 
of  a  ruffianly  sort  of  fght  between  Oliver,  and  a  black  by  the  name  of 
Kenrich,  in  which  the  former  obtained  the  victory.'* 

Sporting  Magazine,  April,  1819. 

"  A  pugilistic  combat  for  100  guineas  a  side,  and  10  guineas,  took 
j)lace  on  Forest  Heath,  a  few  miles  from  Stony  Stratford,  on  Wednes- 
day, April  7th,  between  George  Dunkeley,  a  giant  of  17  stone,  and  6 
feel  4  inches  in  heiglit,  and  Harry  Foreman,  a  miner  from  Oxfordshire, 
of  nearly  equal  weight.  Many  thousand  spectators  were  present.  They 
fought  nine  rounds  in  the  most  slaughtering  and  ferocious  manner,  and 
in  the  latter  Dunkeley  broke  his  adversary's  left  jaw,  and  was  declared 
the  victor.  Dunkeley  was  so  much  injured  by  body  hits,  that  he  was 
carried  off  the  ground  in  a  dangerous  state." 

Sporting  Magazine,  May,  1819. 
«  PUGU.ISM. 

'*  Battle  between  Carter  and  Spring,  on  Crawley  Downs,  30  miles  from 
London,  on  Tuesday,  May  4. 

*'  It  is  supposed  if  the  carriages  had  all  been  placed  in  a  line,  they 
would  have  reached  from  London  to  Crawley.  The  amateurs  were  of 
the  highest  distinction  ;  and  several  noblemen  and  foreigners  of  rank 
were  upon  the  ground. 

"  The  signal  was  given  for  stripping,  and  a  most  extensive  ring  was 
immediately  beat  out;  and  among  the  crowd  numbers  of  females  were 
to  be  seen,  anxious  to  get  a  peep  at  these  famous  heroes,"  &c. 

Sporting  Magazine,  May,  1819. 

«  COCKING— CHESTER. 

"During  the  races,  a  main  of  cocks  was  fought  between  the  gentle- 
men of  Cheshire,  ((iilliver,  feeder,)  and  the  gentlemen  of  Lancashire, 
(Partridge,  feeder,)  for  ten  guineas  a  battle,  and  two  hundred  guineas 
the  main. 

"  The  great  main  of  cocks,  between  the  gentlemen  of  Norwich  and 
Cambridge,  was  fought  this  month,  at  the  Swan  lim,  in  Norwich,  and 
was  won  by  the  former — one  battle  a-head." 

"  On  Monday,  May  3,  and  two  following  days,  the  match  of  cocks 
between  the  gentlemen  of  Gloucestershire  and  Oxfordsliire,  took  place 
at  the  cockpit,  Holywell,  in  Oxford,  when  the  former  were  victors, 
three  in  the  main,  and  six  in  the  bye  battles,"  &c. 

"  Pugilistic  contest,  near  Barnesley,  Yorkshire. — This  battle  was  for 
sixty  guineas  a  side,  between  John  Wike,  the  champion  of  the  latter 
place,  and  an  amateur  of  the  name  of  Green  a  pupil,  of  j  the  scientific 
George  Head,  on  Wednesday,  April  14.   This  contest  excited  con- 
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derable  interest  for  miles  round  Barnesley,  and  the  battle  took  place  at  pART  I. 
the  Full-dews,  about  four  miles  from  Barnesley,  in  the  presence  of  v,^-v<-x^ 
some  thousands  of  spectators.    For  one  liour  and  fifty-two  minutes  the 
heat  of  battle  raged,  and  during  which  period  94  rounds  were  severely 
contested. 

"  Wike's  head  was  materially  changed,  one  of  his  ogles  was  closed, 
and  the  other  fast  verging  to  darkntss.  In  the  94th  and  last  round, 
Wike  was  floored  from  a  tremendous  hit  upon  his  throat,"  &,c. 

The  Sporting  Magazine,  April,  1819. 
"PUGILISM. 

"  Between  Purcell  and  Warkley,  for  a  purse  of  50/.  given  by  the 
amateurs  of  Norwich,  on  Thursday,  April  1. 

"The  above  contest  excited  considerable  interest  among  the  provin- 
cial fancy,  and  no  less  than  10,000  persons  assembled  on  the  above  spot 
to  witness  the  battle. 

"  ROUNDS. 

"7.  Warkley  got  Purcell's  head  under  the  rope,  and  made  some 
heavy  hits  with  his  right  hand.  Purcell's  head  appeared  truly  terrific, 
being  one  mass  of  blood. 

"  8.  Purcell  showed  a  severe  cut  under  the  before  contused  eye, 
which  appeared  nearly  closed,  and  bled  profusely." 

"  17.  After  retreating  to  his  old  corner,  he  fought  most  dreadfully, 
and  no  feature  of  Purcell's  face  could  be  distinguished  from  the  flowing 
of  blood,"  Sic. 

I  have  had  occasion  to  remark,  in  the  second  Section  of  this  volume, 
that  the  legislators  of  New  England  prohibited  the  vulgar  sports  com- 
mon in  the  mother  country.  Bull  and  bear-baiting,  horse-racing,  and 
cock-fighting,  have  never  been  practiced  in  our  northern  States  ;  in  the 
middle,  they  have  not,  with  the  exception  of  horse-racing,  often  oc- 
curred ;  and  it  is  only  in  the  south  that  bull  and  bear-baiting  is  now 
known;  even  there  it  occurs  but  very  seldom.  The  baiting  of  horses, 
of  which  I  have  quoted  an  instance,  in  the  text,  from  the  Memoirs  of 
Evelyn,  appears  to  have  been  a  favourite  sport  in  the  mother  country. 
Struit  has  recorded  it  in  his  amusing  volume  on  "  the  Diversions  and 
Pastimes  of  the  people  of  England,"  and  given  a  plate  of  the  manner 
in  which  it  was  performed.  Asses  were  treated  with  the  same  inhuma- 
nity. With  respect  to  this  useful  animal,  and  the  more  noble  one  the 
horse,  the  Americans  are  altogether  free  from  the  reproach  of  having 
followed  the  ignominious  example  of  torturing  and  destroying  them  at 
the  stake.  Nor  do  our  annals  afford  an  instance  of  the  British  refine- 
ment of  whipping  a  blinded  bear.  This  popular  practice  consisted,  to 
use  the  language  of  Strutt  and  Bardsley,  "  in  several  persons  at  the 
same  time  scourging  with  whips,  a  blind-folded  bear  round  the  ring, 
whose  sufferings  and  awkward  attempts  at  revenge  highly  gratified  the 
noble  as  well  as  ignoble  spectators."  The  duck  hunting  described  by 
Strutt,  is  equally  without  example  in  this  country,  and  so  I  believe  to  be 
be  the  favourite  English  amusement  of  throwing  at  cocks,  of  which  he 
treats  in  his  third  book.  But  the  English  traveller,  Fearon,  has  disco- 
vered that  the  Kentuckians  have  a  pastime  called  gander-piillingy  that 
is,  twisting  off  at  full  gallop  the  head  of  a  gander  tied  to  a  tree.  Fea- 
ron does  not  allege  that  he  saw  it  himself  There  are,  certainly,  very 
few  Kentuckians  who  have  even  heard  of  it.  It  is,  however,  eagerly 
seized  upon  by  the  Quarterly  Reviewers,  who,  affect  to  shudder,  and  to 
be  scandalized  infinitely,  as  if  the  feelings  of  an  Englishman  at  home 
were  virginal  in  respect  to  acts  of  brutality  towards  animals.  Dr.  Bards- 
ley shall  inform  us  specifically  whether  this  be  the  fact.    The  following 
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PART  I.  passages  of  his  Dissertation  might  have  taught  the  Reviewers  a  iittic 
■  ^  ^  caution. 

"If  the  Romans  set  us  the  example  in  devising  these  sports,  (the 
baiting  and  torturing  of  animals,)  ii  must  be  confessed  we  have  *  bet- 
tered the  instructions  '  For  to  English  refinement  and  ingenuity,  may- 
be ascribed  the  noble  invention  of  the  gaffle  or  spur;  by  the  aid  of 
which,  the  gallant  combai ants  of  the  cockpit  mangle,  torture,  and  de- 
stroy each  other;  no  doubt  to  the  great  satisfaction  and  delight  of  ad- 
miring spectators.  Ano. her  instance  of  our  barbarous  ingenuity  must 
not  be  omitted  No  other  nation  but  the  British  has  contrived  to  put 
in  practice  the  battle-royal  and  the  Welsh-main.  In  the  former,  the 
spectator  may  be  gratified  with  the  display  of  numbers  of  game-cocks 
destroying  each  other  at  the  same  moment,  without  order  or  distinction. 
In  the  latter,  these  courageous  birds  are  doomed  to  destruction  in  a 
more  regular,  but  not  less  certain  manner.  They  fight  in  pairs,  (sup- 
pose sixteen  in  number.)  and  the  two  last  survivors  are  then  matched 
aguinst  each  other;  so  that  out  of  thirty-two  birds,  thirty-one  must  be 
necessarily  slaughtered. 

"  Thvoxving  at  cocks,  is  another  specimen  of  unmeaning  brutality, 
confined  solely  to  our  own  country.  After  being  familiarized  to  the 
barbarous  destruction  of  this  courageous  bird  in  the  cock-pit,  it  was 
only  advancing  one  step  further  in  the  progress  of  cruelty,  to  fasten  this 
most  gallant  animal  to  a  stake,  in  order  to  murder  him  piece-meal. 

"  Bull-baiting,  during  the  16th  and  early  part  of  the  17th  century, 
was  not  confined  within  the  limits  of  a  bear  garden,  but  was  universally 
practised  on  various  occasions,  in  all  the  towns  and  villages  throughout 
the  king<lom.  In  many  places,  the  practice  was  sanctioned  by  law,  and 
the  bull-rings, afti.xed  to  large  siones  driven  into  the  earth,  remain  to 
this  day,  as  memorials  of  this  legalized  species  of  barbarity. 

"Numbers  of  bulls  were,  and  still  continue  to  be,  regularly  trained 
and  carried  about  from  village  to  village,  to  enter  the  lists  against  dogs 
bred  for  the  purpose  of  the  combat.  To  detail  all  the  barbarities  com- 
mitted in  these  encounters  would  be  a  disgusting  and  tedious  task.  All 
the  bad  passions  which  spring  up  in  ignorant  and  depraved  minds,  are 
here  set  afloat. 

*'  At  a  bull-baiting  in  Staffordshire,  in  1799  ;  after  the  animal  had  been 
baited  by  single  dogs,  he  was  attacked  by  numbers,  let  loose  upon  him 
at  once.  Having  escaped  from  his  tormentors,  they  again  fastened  him 
to  the  ring  ;  and  with  a  view  either  of  gratifying  their  savage  revenge, 
or  of  better  securing  their  victim,  they  actually  cut  off  his  hoofs,  and 
enjoyed  the  spectacle  of  his  being  worried  to  death  on  his  bloody  and 
mangled  stumps," 

"The  practice  of  bull  balling,"  says  the  author  of  Espriella's  Letters, 
"is  not  merely  permitted,  it  is  even  enjoined  by  the  municipal  law  in 
some  places.  Attt  nipts  have  twice  been  made  in  the  legislature  to 
suppress  this  barbarous  custom  :  they  were  baffled  and  ridiculed  ;  and 
some  of  the  mos!  distinguished  members  were  absurd  enough,  and  hard- 
hearted enough  to  assert,  that  if  such  sports  were  abolished,  there 
would  be  an  end  of  the  nationd  courage.  The  bear  and  the  badgei' 
are  baited  with  the  same  barbarity  ;  and,  if  the  rabble  can  get  nothing 
else,  the)  will  divert  themsehes  by  worrying  cats  to  death," 

Tlie  boldness  of  the  traveller  Fearon,  and  of  the  Quarterly  Review, 
in  attempts  to  degrade  the  American  charactc-r,  by  stories  of  gander 
pulling  in  Kentucky,  and  he  Mr  baiting  at  New  Orleans,  must  be  apparent 
from  'he  quotatio!.s  T  have  just  made  ;  but  1  wish  to  show  further,  to 
wliAt  they  expose  the  l?ii(ish  nation  by  authorizing  requital.  In  open- 
ing b}  acrident,  the  English  Monthly  Magazine,  for  Sept.  ISuS,  I  fell 
upon  the  article  which  i  am  about  to  transcribe.    The  character  of  the 
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author  is  unknown  to  me  ;  but  he  is  not  a  foreign  witness,  and  cannot  PART 
be  suspected  of' a  wish  to  disparage  his  owii  countr\'.  ^  ^ 

"  To  the  Editor  of  the  Monthly  Magazine. 
"  SIR, 

"  It  has  been  remarked  by  some  author,  that  the  Enghsh  nation  is 
more  addicted  to  cruehy  than  any  other  enUghtened  people  of  Europe, 
and  t!)f)ugii  we  must  naturally  be  reluctant  in  admitting  a  charge  of 
so  disgraceful  a  nature,  yet  a  little  attention  to  what  is  passing  around 
us,  particularly  in  respect  to  our  own  indifference  to  the  sufferings  of 
the  brute  creation,  will,  I  fear,  rather  corroborate  than  refute  the  asser- 
tion.   I  shiill  confine  my  remarks  to  two  instances  of  diabolical  cruelty. 

"  A  gentleman  of  my  acquaintance  was  eye  witness  to  an  instance  of 
this  horrid  propensity,  near  Buxton;  a  fellow  eshibiicd  a  bear  which  was 
tied  to  a  stake,  with  a  small  length  of  chain  allowed  ;  the  bear  was  not, 
however,  attacked  by  dogs,  as  usual,  but  by  monsters  in  humaii  shape, 
who  diverted  themselves  by  trundling  a  wheel  barrow  at  it — if  this  ma- 
chine struck  the  animal,  the  bear-ward  paid  6d.  to  him  who  twirled  the 
barrow,  and  if  it  missed,  {\\  hich  was  oftener  the  case,  as  the  poor  bear, 
from  woful  experience,  had  acquired  considerable  dexterity  in  avoid- 
ing the  blow,)  then  the  bear-wnrd  received  6d. 

"The  other  instance,  which  fell  wiiliin  my  own  observation,  seems 
to  me  to  combine  more  associations  of  a  kind  disgraceful  to  human 
nature,  than  any  other  I  remember  ever  to  have  heard  of 

"  As  I  passed  through  a  lane,  a  few  days  before  last  Shrove-Tuesday, 
I  observed  a  considerable  crowd  in  an  adjoining  field,  enjoying  some 
game,  in  which  a  number  of  boys  were  busily  engaged  ;  on  a  nearer  ap- 
proach, I  saw  ten  or  twelve  boys,  with  their  hands  tied,  pursuing  a 
cock,  the  wings  of  which  had  been  previously  clipped,  to  retard  its 
escape;  on  enquiry,  I  learnt  this  })'jor  creature  was  to  be  tl'.e  prize  of 
him  who  could  carry  it  off'  to  a  certain  part  of  the  field,  in  his  teeth  ;  this, 
unfortunately  for  the  object  of  their  pursuit,  was  no  easy  task,  and  the 
scene  I  witnessed  in  its  prosecution  was  such,  as  surely  was  never 
equalled  in  the  annals  of  brutality. 

"  The  cock,  as  in  most  such  sports,  had  a  little  start  allowed,  when 
on  a  signal,  all  its  pursuers  gave  chace  ;  the  first  who  came  up  with  it, 
endeavoured  to  stun  it  with  his  foot,  and  if  that  failed,  his  next  re- 
source was  to  fall  upon  it  with  his  body,  full  length,  in  which  position  he 
contrived  \ofix  his  teeth  in  some  part,  but  the  head  was  usually  prefer- 
red, as  the  animal  could  not  easily  retaliate  in  this  situation  I  sometimes 
all  these  bloodhowuls  were  down  upon  or  near  the  poor  cock  at  the  same 
time,  one  pulling  it  by  the  feet,  another  by  the  wings,  and  a  third  tugg- 
ing at  its  head,  till  the  weakest  part  gave  way,  and  the  strongest  teeth 
bore  away  the  prize  in  triumph  ;  whilst  the  poor  creature  struggled  so 
violently,  as  at  times,  by  its  convulsions,  to  escape  for  a  moment,  the 
monster's  jaws  ;  but  if  the  conqueror  proved  too  strong  to  prevent  this 
momentary  escape,  his  triumph  was  of  very  short  durai  ion,  for  by  the 
rules  of  this  game,  the  unsuccessful  followers  were  permitted  to  trip 
the  heels  of  the  hero  who  was  thus  bearing  away  the  prize,  which  they 
generally  contrived  to  do,  and  before  he  could  arrive  at  the  goal,  he 
was  usually  overthrown  by  his  pursuers,  who,  falling  upon  him  and 
each  other,  with  the  wretched  animal  in  the  midst  of  them,  resumed 
this  inhuman  struggle. 

"  To  the  disgrace  of  human  nature,  most  of  the  less  cruel  diversions 
whicii  I  have  mentioned,  are  conducted  by  men  t  but  in  their  refine- 
ments upon  all  former  species  of  cruelty,  boys  are  selected,  and  en- 
couraged by  the  men,  and  taught  to  make  use  of  their  teeth  like  canni- 
bals." 

(Signed,^  "  EGERTON  SMITH, 

"  of  Liverpool." 

Vol.  !.— S  O 
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PART  I.  ^Ve  may  suppose  Mr.  Fearon,  but  not  the  Quai  leriy  IJeview,  to  be  ig 
^^s^"^^!  norant  ot  the  speech  of  Lord  Ei-skine,  on  the  bill  which  lie  introducec; 

into  the  House  of  Lords  in  1809,  respectinj^  cruelty  to  aninnals.  The 
lieviewers  ought  to  have  recollected  also,  the  fate  of  that  bill  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  where,  notwithstanding  the  disclosure  of  the  most 
'  horrid  barbarities,  a  quorum  could  not  be  kept  to  secure  a  decent  re- 
jection in  the  forms.  The  speech  of  Lord  Erskine  to  the  Peers,  fur- 
nishes a  kind  (,f  evidence  which  cannot  be  got  over;  for  the  facts  ad- 
duced to  demonstrate  the  necessity  of  his  bill,  are  vouched  upon  tht 
liighest  responsi'iility.    The  humane  mover  said, 

*' He  could  bring  the  most  unexceptionable  testimony  to  their  lord- 
ships bar,  to  prove  the  existence  of  such  practices  as  were  a  disgrace 
to  humanitj',  to  a  civilized  nation  ;  one  barbarous  practice  was,  the  cut- 
ting and  tearing  out  the  tongue  of  so  noble  an  animal  as  the  horse."* 

I  will  confine  m\self  to  an  extract  in  addition,  from  this  speech,  in 
relation  to  the  treatment  of  that  "  noble  animal,  the  horse,"  which 
treatment,  generally.  I  believe  to  be  more  savage  in  England,  than  in 
any  other  country  on  earth.  The  folh)wing  statement  of  Lord  Erskine, 
will  illustrate  also,  what  kind  of  meat  it  is  such  of  the  poor  of  England 
as  aspire  to  that  luxury,  usually  obtain. 

"  A  very  general  practice  prevails,  of  buying  up  horses  still  alive,  but 
not  capable  of  being  further  abused  by  any  kind  of  labour.  These 
horses,  it  appeared,  were  carried  in  great  numbers  to  slaughter  houses, 
but  not  killed  at  once  lor  their  Hesh  and  skins,  but  left  without  suste- 
nance, and  literally  starved  to  death,  that  the  m  arket  mit^ht  be  gradually 
fed.  The  poor  animals  in  the  mean  time,  being  induced  to  eat  their 
own  dung,  and  frequently  gnawing  one  another's  manes  in  the  agonies 
of  hunger."! 

1  cannot  refrain  from  noting  here  a  circumstance  connected  with  the 
treatment  of  horses  in  England,  which  I  find  stated  thus  in  one  of  the 
pi;incipal  newspapers  of  London. 


*  See  the  number  of  the  English  Sporting  Magazine,  for  June,  1819, 
for  an  atrocious  instance  of  this  practice. 

f  Some  humane  person  has  returned  to  this  subject,  in  the  Sporting 
^lagazine,  for  April,  1819,  and  given  the  following  account  of  the  same 
hideous  abomination  : 

*'Let  me  most  earnestly,  and  with  a  heart  affected  by  sadness  and 
melancholy,  and  indignant  with  sensations  of  shame,  call  the  attention 
of  men  to  the  last  and  dreadful  stage  of  the  life  of  the  laborious  horse, 
which  has  spent  the  whole  of  his  strength,  and  wasted  his  spirits  ami 
his  blood  in  the  most  painful,  perhaps  the  most  excruciating  services 
He  is,  in  the  metropolis  more  esjjecialiy,  sold  in  his  aged,  worn  out.  and 
unpitied  state  to  a  set  of  brutal,  unfeeling — infernal  savages  !  as  any 
that  disgrace  and  shame  the  bosojn  of  their  mother  earth — the  naikers, 
or  horse-  butchers;  men  whose  fierce  and  hardened  features,  and  blood 
stained  hands  and  bodies,  are  an  appalling  representation  of  their  horrid 
calling.  Their  places  are  dens  of  famine,  animal  misery,  and  torture, 
which  might  make  humanity  weep  tears  of  blood  !  Here  are  seen 
horses  worn  on.t  with  age  and'  labour,  in  every  possible  state  of  decrepi- 
tude  and  disease,  kept  aliv^  as  long  as  possible  for  the  convenience  of 
market,  lingering  i.nder  all  the  horrors  of  famine,  to  the  degree  of  de- 
vouring each  otlier's  manes,  from  excessive  hunger,  and  at  last  sinking 
to  the  earth,  one  after  the  other,  from  emptiness  and  weakness  I  Some 
of  them  may  have  been  purchased  in  the  country,  ana  driven  long  jour- 
i)it-s,  with  barely  food  enough,  and  that  of  the  most  sordid  and  wortf 
Jess  kind,  to  enable  them  to  stand  upon  their  legs  " 
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"December 29th,  1818.  This  chy  were  shot  at  the  Queen's  stableS;  part  I. 
'ii^  iiorses  belonging  to  her  kite  m  .jesty  Tlicy  had  been  in  the  queen's  ^^^.^^^ 

■i^v\\c<i  bet-jjeeii  thirty  aiid  forty  years,  Am\  \\'cv^  now  tlespatchcd  (ocing 
no  lon,:rtT  H!)le  to  do  hardrjovk,)  to  prevent  tlieir  talliib^  to  the  work  of 
dust  carls,  &c.  &c." 

Among  the  ancients  (barbarians  and  pagans  !)  the  beasts  that  had 
been  employed  in  the  building  of  certain  temples,  were  ever  afterwards 
5-e leased  from  drudgery,  and  delicately  fed.  They  were  not  "  des- 
patched to  prevent  their  failing  to  the  work  of  dust  carts."  When 
lulius  Caesar,  in  passing  the  Rubicon,  devoted  a  number  of  horses  to  the 
divinity  of  that  river,  he  set  them  free  to  rove  in  the  abundant  pastures 
in  its  neighbourhood. — Was  there  rio  field  at  Frogmore,  in  which  the 
live  horses  which  had  served  her  majesty  for  thirly  or  forty  years,  could 
/lave  been  permitted  to  enjoy  the  remnant  of  tlieir  existence  ;  if  no*  as 
a  debt  of  iuimanity  to  them,  at  least  as  a  mark  of  respect  to  the  memory 
of  their  mistress  ^  The  lines  of  old  Ennius  furnish  a  lesson  to  her  mn- 
;esty's  executors. 

Sicut  fortis  equus,  spatio  qui  sspe  supremo 
^'icit  Olympia,  nune  senio  confeclu  qniescit. 


(NOTE  S.    p.  253.) 

Dr.  Mitchill,  of  New  York,  has  made  the  following  mention  of  Go- 
vernor Col.len,  in  his  Anniversary  Discourse  of  1S13,  before  the  Nevr 
York  Historical  Society. 

"  Cadwa'.bder  Golden  had  a  large  share  in  the  provincial  administra- 
tion of  New  York.  He  sent  to  Sweden,  for  his  coiTespondent,  the  dis- 
tir.guished  professor  at  Upsal,  a  collection  of  tlve  plants  growing  in  Ul- 
ster county  of  New  York,  and  accompanied  the  herbaviuni  with  de- 
scriptions. The  great  author  of  the  sexual  system  caused  the  descrip- 
tions to  be  printed,  and  in  his  several  publications  reft- rred  to  them  as 
autlioritii^s.  Colden's  Catalogue  may  be  seen  in  the  Upsal  Transactions 
for  1743.  Tliis  performance  displays  great  industry  and  skill,  and  justly 
pi  ces  the  author  among  the  botanical  worthies  of  North  America." 

Linnxns  named  a  plant  of  the  telraudous  class.  Cohlcma,  in  honour 
of  the  daughter  of  Golden.  The  historian  cultivated  matliematics  with 
distinguislied  success,  and  maintained  a  correspondence  on  \arous 
branches  of  science  with  several  of  the  most  eminent  savans  of  Europe. 
In  the  year  1743,  he  suggested  and  expl  lined  in  detail,  in  a  letter  to  Dr. 
Franklin,*  the  stereot}  pe  method  of  printing.  The  process  which  he 
recommendt  d,  is  the  same  as  that  practised,  and  said  to  have  been  in- 
vented, by  Herban  at  Paris. 


(NOTE  T.    p.  266.) 

The  first  steam  boat  launched  in  the  Hudson  was  at  once  crowded 
with  passengers,  and  in  no  part  of  the  United  States  where  the  same 
mnde  of  convey  tnce  appeared,  did  the  inhabitants  manifest  the  least 
hesitaiion  about  making  immediate  use  of  it     Not  so  in  Great  B-itain. 


*  See  the  letter  in  the  1st  vol.  cf  the  New  York  Medical  Register. 
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FAUT  I.  We  read  in  an  article  on  steam  boats,  in  the  45th  vol,  of  Tillock's  Phi- 

K^^s^"^-^^  losophical  Mag-uzine,  tiie  following  statement  : 

At  first,  owing  to  the  novelty  and  apparent  danger  of  the  convey- 
ance, when  the  first  steam  boat  appeared  in  the  Clyde  in  1812,  the 
number  of  passengers  was  so  very  small,  that  the  only  steam  t)oat  on 
the  river  could  hardly  clear  her  expenses ;  but  the  degree  of  success 
which  attended  that  attempt  soon  commanded  pubUc  confidence." 

I  take  the  following  additional  illustrations  ot  this  subject  from  a  mas- 
terly review  of  Colden's  Life  of  Fulton,  published  in  the  A)>alectic 
Magazine  fur  Se[)t.  1817. 

*'  To  show  how  little  pretensions  the  English  have  to  this  discovery, 
we  lay  before  our  readers  the  following  extracts  from  the  best  and  most 
popular  of  the  monthly  publications  of  that  country. 

In  the  London  Monthly  Magazine  for  October,  1813,  p.  244,  it  is 
said,  "  We  have  made  it  our  specid  business  to  lay  before  the  public,  all 
the  particulars  we  have  been  able  to  collect  relative  to  the  invention  ot 
steam  passage  boats  in  America,  and  their  introduction  into  Great  liri- 
tain  ;  because  we  consider  this  invention  as  worth  to  mankind  more  than 
a  hundred  battles  gained,  or  towns  ttiken,  even  if  the  victors  were  en- 
gaged in  a  war,  which  might  have  some  pretence  to  be  called  defensive 
and  necessary.  It  affords  us  great  satisfaction  to  be  able  to  lay  before 
our  readers  a  correct  description  of  the  Clyde  steam  boat,  obligingly 
communicated  to  us  by  Messrs.  Woods,  ship  builders  in  Port  Glasgow. 
It  is  but  justice,  however,  to  those  gentlemen,  to  state,  that  they  candid- 
ly consider  the  steam  boats,  as  they  are  at  present  constructed,  (that  is 
on  the  Clyde,)  to  be  in  a  very  rude  state,  and  capable  of  great  improve- 
ment. 

"  The  boat  runs  in  calm  weather  four,  or  four  and  a  Ixalf  miles  per 
hour ;  but  against  a  considerable  bi'eeze,  not  more  than  three." 

In  the  Monthly  Magazine  fer  November,  1813,  vol.  36,  p.  385,  an 
account  is  given  of  the  New  York  steam  boats  running  on  an  average, 
with  or  against  the  tide,  at  the  rate  *'  of  six  miles  an  hour,  with  the 
smoothness  of  a  Dutch  Streckshute." 

In  the  same  page  is  a  wooden  cut  of  the  Clyde  boat ;  and  a  note  of 
the  editors,  stating,  "  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  populous  banks  of  the 
'i'hames  are  not  at  present  acquainted  with  steam  boats,  only  through 
our  descriptions  of  them." 

In  the  same  Magazine  for  January  1814,  p.  529,  is  a  proposal  to 
erect  a  company  for  the  purpose  of  building  steam  boats  to  navigate 
the  Thames. 

In  the  Magazine  for  February  1814,  p.  29,  is  a  further  description  of 
tl">e  American  steam  boats,  as  an  interesting  article  of  information. 

In  the  same  Magazine  for  April  1814,  a  further  account  of  American 
steam  boats  is  given  by  Mr.  Ralph  Dudd,  engineer,  who  had  visited 
them  in  this  country.  He  states  that  there  were  then  two  places  in 
Great  Britain  where  steam  boats  had  been  employed,  to  wit,  on  the 
river  Braydon,  between  Yarmouth  and  Norwich,  and  on  the  river  Clyde, 
between  Glasgow  and  Greenock:  and  at  the  close  of  his  account,  he 
mentioris  that  he  had  been  urging  the  use  of  this  mode  of  conveyance 
for  twoyei>rs  past,  and  was  happy  to  find  his  recommendations  realized. 

By  the  Monthly  Magazine  for  1814,  p.  358,  it  appears,  that  the  above 
named  Ralph  Dodd  had  succeeded  in  forming  a  company  to  build  steam 
boats  to  be  used  on  the/ Thames  ;  and  in  the  same  page  it  is  stated,  that 
the  Clyde  steam  boat  had  run  for  eighteen  months  past :  that  is,  the  first 
steam  boat  began  to  run  in  America  under  Fulton's  direction  in  1807", 
and  the  fir^t  steam  boat  began  to  run  in  Great  Britain  in  or  about  the 
month  of  May,  in  the  year  1813,  six  years  after  they  had  been  in  full 
operation  In  (his  country;  in  all  probability,  if  it  had  not  been  for  Ful- 
ten's  enterprise  and  ingenuity.  Great  Britain  would  not  have  had  a  steam 
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boat  for  these  twenty  years  to  come.  He  showed  them  how  to  succeed.  PART  I 
Yet  is  the  account  in  Rees's  Encyclopaedia  so  drawn  up,  as  if  the  whole  ^^^-s^r^^ 
of  the  invention  was  owing  to  Englisli  skill  and  enterprise. 

"  We  hear  much  (say  the  editors  of  the  Monthly  Magazine  for  April 
1813,  vol.  35,  p.  243,)  of  the  proven  success  of  the  steam  passage  boats 
against  tiie  rapid  streams  of  the  great  rivers  in  America  ;  yet  nothing  of 
this  kind  has  yet  been  adopted  in  Great  Britain.  Are  we  to  succumb  to 
America  in  the  mechanic  arts  ?"  This  was  true  ;  for  the  Clyde  boat  Iiad 
not  begun  to  run  when  that  paragraph  was  written,  nor,  we  believe,  till 
at  least  a  month  after  it  was  published. 

"  I'he  general  index  to  the  first  twenty  volumes  of  the  Edinburgh 
Review,  comprehending  the  month  of  October  1812,  has  not  an  article 
relating  to  steam  boats.  Yet  no  one  can  complain  that  the  editors  of 
that  work  are  not  sufficiently  alive  to  their  national  claims." 


(NOTE  U.   p.  275.) 

In  the  Discourse  of  Dr.  Mitchill,  of  New  York,  to  which  I  have  re 
ferred  in  Note  S,  there  is  the  following  notice  of  J  ames  Logan. 

"I  have  a  copy  of  Jamee Logan's  '  Experimenta,  et  Meletemata  circa- 
generationem  plantarum.'  They  were  printed  at  London,  in  Latin  and 
English.  He  relates  experiments  made  on  Indian  corn  to  prove  the 
prolific  nature  of  staminal  dust.  He  quotes  Dr.  Grew,  as  ascribing  to 
Mr.  Thomas  Millington  the  original  idea,  as  long  ago  as  1676,  that  plants 
have  sexes.  It  is  not  a  little  remarkable,  that  this  small  tract  is  more 
likely  to  perpetuate  the  author's  fame,  than  all  the  judicial  acts  of  his 
life." 

I  would  observe,  on  the  last  phrase  of  this  quotation,  that,  if  the 
learned  author  of  the  discourse  meant  to  disparage  the  judicial  acts 
of  Logan,  he  has  committed  a  signal  injustice,  or  spoken  without  due 
knowledge.  Logan's  judicial  career  was  one  of  great  integrity,  and 
utility  to  the  state.  As  Pennsylvania  was  divided  into  parties  for 
and  against  the  Proprietary,  and  as  this  early  friend  of  Penn  took  the 
lead  on  the  side  of  his  family,  he  became  obnoxious  to  keen  enmities, 
and  unsparing  <ietraction.  This  accounts  for  the  angry  proceedings  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  towards  him  from  time  to  time,  and  for  the  co- 
lours in  which  he  is  painted  in  the  Historical  Review  of  Pennsylvania, 
published  in  London  to  counteract  the  Proprietary  interest  there.  I  am 
well  informed  that  Franklin,  the  author  of  the  Review,  acknowledged,  at 
a  distant  period,  that  Logan  had  been  represented  in  the  work  pursuant 
to  party  feelings  and  aims,  and  not  in  conformity  with  his  real  charac- 
ter and  services.  The  charges  which  Logan  delivered,  as  chief  justice 
of  Pennsylvania,  to  grand  juries,  are  of  singular  excellence.  He  appears 
in  them  not  only  as  a  watchful  guardian  of  the  domestic  weal,  and  as  r 
sagacious  direcor,  but  as  a  profound  morahst,  and  beavitful  writer. 
Such  subtle  disquisition,  and  lofty  speculatifjn,  such  variety  of  know- 
ledge, and  richness  of  diction,  are  seldom  found  in  compositions  of  any 
kind.  Of  the  practical  lessons  wliich  he  incwlcatcd,  I  am  induced  to 
quote  the  following,  from  a  charge  dated  April  13,  1736,  because  it  has 
a  curious  appositeness  to  the  present  times  in  this  country,  and  contains 
maxims  of  universid  and  perpetual  validity. 

"  As  poverty,  and  the  want  of  money,  has  of  late  been  the  great  crj- 
in  this  place  (Pliiladelphia)  ;  and  riches  have  been  sliown  to  be  the  na- 
tural effects  of  sobriety,  industry,  and  frugality  ;  the  true  causes  of  this 
poverty  may  justly  deserve  a  more  near  and  strict  inquiry  :  upon  which, 
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PART  I.  the  case,  if  I  mistake  not,  will  appear  as  follows.  It  is  certainly  with  a 
f^^^'-v^^^  sia'e,  as  with  a  private  family;  if  ihe  disbursements  or  expenses  are 
eaitr  than  the  iiK  orne,  '  hat  family  u  ill  iiiuiouijtedly  become  poorer. 
Ajio,  in  tlie  same  manner,  if  our  importations  are  greater  than  our  ex- 
ports, the  country  in  general  will  sink  by  it.  This  has  been  our  case 
for  some  years  past,  owing,  in  u great  measure,  not  only  to  the  badness 
of  the  commodity  we  exported,  to  the  great  injury  of  our  credit,  (which, 
notwithstanding  is  now  in  some  degree  retrieved,  by  the  dihgt  nee  of 
one  officer,  and  the  country  will  undoubtedly  reap  the  advantages  of  ii,) 
but  also  to  o'lr  using  more  Europear)  and  other  goods  than  we  can  pay 
for  b'  (Kir  produce,  or  perh.tps  really  waul ;  and  then  the  balance  must 
be  [jaid  (d  'tis  ever  done)  in  money. 

'I'hese  are  the  open  and  avowed  reasons,  that  may  be  given,  for  our 
scarcity  of  coin  ;  but  as  to  our  poverty,  it  may  be  inquired,  whether 
there  be  not  yet  a  cause  ?  And  every  man  who  complains,  may  ask 
himself,  whether  he  has  been  as  industrious  and  frugal,  in  the  manage- 
ment of  his  affairs,  as  his  circumstances  required  ?  whether  credit  has 
not  hurt  him,  by  venturing  into  debt,  before  he  knew  how  to  pay  ?  and 
whether  the  attractions  of  pleasure  and  ease  iiave  not  been  stronger 
than  tiiose  of  business  ?  but  Solomon  says,  He  that  loveth  pleasure,  shall 
be  a  poor  man  ;  and  he  that  loveth  wine  and  oil,  (that  is,  high  living,) 
shall  not  be  rich,  Prov.  21,  17.  He  tells  us  also,  elsewhere,  who  they 
are  thut  shall  come  to  poverty,  and  what  it  ia^that  clothes  a  man  with 
rags,  Prov.  23,  21 ;  and  shows,  very  clearly,  that  the  ways  to  get  wealth 
were  the  very  same,  near  three  thousand  years  ago,  that  they  are  at 
this  day,  and  probably,  they  may  continue  the  same  to  the  end  of  the 
world. 

*'If  peopleof  substance  cannot  employ  men  to  build,  or  by  other  means 
lo  improve  the  country,  but  at  higher  rates  than  the  work  will  be  worth 
*  to  them  when  finished,  whether  'tis  to  be  let  or  sold,  such  workmen 

cannot  expect  employment,  but  poverty  must  come  as  one  that  Iravel- 
leth,  and  want  as  an  armed  man.  And  if  the  same  love  of  pleasure, 
wine,  and  oil,  still  continue  under  these  circumstances,  it  will  not  be 
difficult  to  find  a  cause  why  su(  h  are  not  rich.  It  is  not  lo  be  doubted, 
but  that  young  beginners  in  the  world  have  mistaken  their  own  condi- 
tion ;  have  valued  an  appearance,  and  run  too  easily  into  debt ;  and 
that  workmen  declining  labour  on  practicable  terms,  to  put  it  in  the 
power  of  others  to  emplov  them,  and  yet  continuing  their  usual  ex])ense ; 
it  IS  not  to  be  doubted,  I  say,  but  that  great  numners,  by  these  mea- 
sures, though  ihey  may  not  be  the  only  cans  have  been  plunged  into 
distressed  cir*  umstances,  of  which  they  themselves  will  not  see  the 
reason  :  Init  being  imeasy  under  them,  they  repine,  and  grow  envious 
against  those  who,  by  greater  diligence  and  circumspection,  have  pre- 
served themselves  in  a  more  easy  and  safe  condition  of  life.  Such  peo- 
ple run  int^o  complaints  of  grievances ;  cry  out  against  the  oppression 
of  the  poor,  though  perhaps  no  country  in  the  world  is  more  free  from 
it  than  ours ;  they  grow  factious  and  turbulent  in  the  state;  are  for 
tryiui^'-new  politics,  .md  like  persons  afflicted  witi»  distempers,  contracted 
through  vicious  habits,  who  are  calling  for  lenitives  lo  their  pains,  but 
will  not  part  with  th^  beloved  but  destructive  cause  ;  they  are  for  in- 
venting new  and  extraordinary  measures  for  their  relief  and  ease  ;  when 
it  is  C(  rlain,  that  nothing  can  prove  truly  effectual  to  them,  but  a  change 
of  their  own  measures,  in  the  exercise  of  those  wholesome  and  healing 
vii  tues  1  have  mentioned,  viz.  sobriety,  industry,  and  frugality  :  not  by 
conti-acting  new  debts,  for  this  is  a  constant  snare,  and  a  pit,  in  which 
the  unwary  are  caught;  for  the  borrower,  we  are  told,  is  a  servant  to 
the  lender,  and  'he  man  who  gives  surety  worketh  his  own  destruction  ■ 
lor  why  (it  is  saici)  should  he  (thy  creditor)  take  th)'  i)ed  from  under 
tiiee  ?  or.  which  amounts  to  the  same,  why  should  he  take  that  from  thee, 
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from  which  thou  must  gain  thy  bread,  or  tlie  place  on  which  thy  bed  PAR  T  I. 
stands?  such  rcilief  is  but  a  suare  :  and  I  will  here  be  bold  to  say,  tlmt  s..^->/-^ 
it  is  not  even  the  greatest  quantity  of  coin  lliai  c^n  be  imported  into 
this  province,  (unless  it  were  to  be  distributed  for  HOthing,)  nor  of  any 
other  specie,  that  can  relieve  the  man  who  h;is  nothint^  to  purchase  it 
with  ;  but  it  is  his  industry,  with  frugality,  that  must  ease  him,  and  enti- 
tle him  to  a  share  of  it." 


(NOTE  V.    p.  306.) 

The  petition  which  Lord  Nugent  presented  to  the  House  of  Com- 
inons,  durirtjfits  last  session,  (18-9)  on  the  part  of  the  Englisli  Roman 
Catholics,  w.is  sii^tied  by  1U,J00  persons,  among  \vl,om  wt  re  eleven 
peers,  thirteen  baronets,  and  ihree  Kundrt  d  gentlemen  of  landed  pro- 
perty. To  make  the  American  reader  acquainted  with  the  intent  of 
their  disfranchisement,  I  offer  the  following  extracts  fi'om  some  of  their 
late  pttuions  and  addresses,  as  jireserved  in  a  vaiuafde  work  published 
the  present  \ear  in  W)nilon,  and  entitled,  "Historical  Memoirs  of  the 
English  Cathoiics,  b\  Charles  B'i;ler,  Ksq." 

"  Several  disablitig  an^^nal  laxvs  still  remain  in  force  against  English 
Catholics  Stili  are  civil  a;ul  military  ofiices  denied  them  ;  still  are  they 
excluded  from  many  lines  m  <h^s  profession  of  the  law  and  medicine; 
still  are  some  avenues  to  commercial  wealth  shut  against,  them ;  still  is 
entratice  into  corporations  piohibited  to  them  ;  still  the  provisions  for 
their  schools  and  places  of  religious  worship  are  without  legal  security  ; 
still  they  are  disabled  from  voting  at  elections still  they  are  deprived  of 
eligibifry  to  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Commons;  still  Roman  Catholic 
peers  are  excluded  from  their  heredi;ary  scats  in  the  House  of  Lords  ; 
and  still  Roman  Catholic  soldiers  and  sailors  are  legally  su;)jectto  heavy 
penalties,  and  even  to  capital punishtntrnt,  for  refusing  to  confirm  to  the 
religious  rights  of  the  established  church.  Each  of  these  penal  laws  iias 
a  painful  operation  :  their  united  effects  is  very  serious.  It  meets  the 
Catholics  in  every  path  of  life  ;  makes  their  ge  neral  body  a  depressed 
and  insulated  cast;  and  forces  every  individual  of  it  below  the  rank  in 
society  which  he  would  otherwise  hold.  Seldom,  indeed,  does  it  hap- 
pen, that  a  Roman  Catholic  closes  his  life,  without  having  more  than 
once  experienced,  that  his  pursuits  have  failed  of  success,  or  that,  if 
they  have  succeeded,  the  success  of  them  has  been  greatly  lessened  ov 
greatly  retarded,  or  that  his  children  have  lost  provision  or  preferment, 
in  consequence  of  his  having  been  a  Roman  Catholic." 

"  How  injurious  the  test  acts  are,  both  to  the  ptiblic  and  to  the  indi- 
viduals on  whom  they  operate,  appeared  in  1795  ;  in  wliich  year,  during 
the  then  great  national  alarm  of  invasion,  Lord  Petre,  the  grandfather 
of  the  present  lord,  having  with  the  express  leave  and  encouragement 
of  government,  raised,  equipped,  and  trained,  at  his  own  expense,  a 
corps  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  for  his  majesty's  service,  requested 
that  his  son  miglit  be  appointed  to  the  command  of  them.  His  son's 
religion  was  objected,  his  appointment  refused,  and  another  person 
was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  corps.  You  cannot  but  feci  how 
much  such  a  conduct  tended  to  tliscourage  the  Catholics  from  exertions 
of  zeal  and  loyally  : — but,  the  noble  family  had  too  much  real  love  of 
their  country  to  resign  fron  her  service,  even  under  these  circum- 
stances. His  lordship  delivered  over  the  corps,  completely  equipped, 
and  completely  trained,  into  the  hands  of  government,  and  his  son 
served  in  the  ranks." 

*'Ih  the  last  Parliament,  (1816)  it  was  shown,  that  a  meritorious  pri- 
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PART  I.  vate,  for  refusing  (which  he  did  in  a  most  respectful  manner,)  to  at- 
s^^-v-'^/  tend  divine  sernce  and  sermon,  according  to  the  rights  of  the  estab- 
lished church,  was  confined  nine  days  in  a  dungeon,  on  bread  and 
wuier." 

"Thus  the  English  Citholic  soldiers  are  incessantly  exposed  to  the 
cruel  alternative  of  either  making  a  sacrifice  ofiheir  religion,  or  incur- 
ring the  extreme  of  legal  punishment ;  than  which,  your  petitioners 
humbly  conceive,  there  never  has  been,  and  c-innot  be  a  more  direct 
religious  persecution.  To  an  alternative,  equally  oppressive,  the  En- 
glish Roniun  Catholics  are  exposed  on  their  marriages;  the  law  re- 
quires, for  the  legal  validity  of  a  marriage  in  England,  that  it  should  be 
celebrated  in  a  parish  church ;  as  Roman  Catholics  believe  marriage  to 
be  a  sacrament,  the  English  Roman  Catholics  naturally  feel  great  re- 
pugnance to  a  celebration  of  their  marriages  in  other  churches  than 
their  own." 

With  regard  to  the  Irish  Roman  Catholics,  their  situation  is  worse. 
Their  disfranchisement  is  as  entire  in  substance,  and  much  more  galling 
in  its  operation,  than  that  of  the  American  negroes.  In  1812,  the  num- 
ber of  the  Irish  Catholics  was  estimated  at  4,200,000  ;  making  five- 
sixths  of  the  whole  population  of  Ireland,  and  being  as  10  to  1,  in  the 
proportion  of  the  Protestants.  Their  clergy  amounted  to  upwards  of 
two  thousand.  The  following  representations  are  copied  from  a  very- 
able  and  full  exposition  of  their  grievances  p^iblished  at  the  period  just 
mentioned.*  ^ 

If  a  Catholic  clergyman  happens  thd&gh  inadvertantly,  to  celebrate 
marriage  between  two  Protestants,  or  between  a  Protestant  and  a  Ca- 
tholic, (unless  already  married  by  a  Protestant  minister,)  he  is  liable  by 
law  to  suffer  tleath. 

The  Catholic  clevu^y  are  unprotected  by  any  law,  prohibiting  the  dis- 
turbance ofD-  'ce,  whilst  celebrated  by  them. 

The  Cathc  ;  en,  bound  by  his  vows  to  a  life  of  celibacy,  and 

generally'^in  nan  o\v  circumstances,  feels  the  harshness  of  being  held 
liable  to  the  payment  of  a  modern  tax,  called  bachelor's  tax. 

The  Catholic  clergy  are  interdicted  from  receiving  any  endowment, 
or  permanent  provision,  either  for  their  own  support,  or  for  that  of  their 
houses  of  worship,  &c. 

Whilst  the  members  of  all  other  religious  persuasions  in  Ireland  are 
permitted  to  provide  for  the  permanent  mamtenance  of  their  respective 
ministers  of  worship,  and  of  the  establishment  connected  with  their 
respective  tenets,  the  Cathohcs  alone  are  denied  this  permission.  Re- 
proached, as  they  frequently  are,  with  the  poverty  of  their  clergy,  the 
misery  of  their  people,  and  the  supposed  ignorance  of  their  poor,  they 
are  forbidden  by  law,  to  resort  to  the  necessary  measures  for  supply- 
ing these  deficiencies. 

In  Ireland,  the  Protestant  parishioners  actually  enjoy  the  privilege 
of  assembling  together,  under  the  name  of  Parish  Vestries,  the  exclu- 
sion of  the  Catholics,  of  legislating  and  of  imposing  such  yearly  land  tax 
upon  the  Catholics  as  they  may  think  proper,  for  the  alleged  purposes 
of  building,  repairing,  refitting,  &c  Protestant  houses  of  worship — and 
of  providing  lucrative  occupation  for  each  other. 

The  people  of  Ireland,  alreach  pay  (as  a  plain  calculation  v/ill  show,) 
an  average  sum,  not  less  than  200/.  for  every  family,  that  frequents  the 
piibUc  service  of  the  established  church:  or  in  other  words,  each  of 
these  families  now  costs  to  the  people  an  average  sum  of  200/.  yearly, 
for  its  rehgious  worship. 


*  Statement  of  the  Penal  laws,  which  aggrieve  the  Cathohcs  of  Ire- 
land.   2d  Edit.  Dublin. 
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"=  The  Irish  parliament,  in  the  last  year  of  its  existence,  solemnly  or-  PART 
ganized  a  powerful  inquisition,  the  Commission  of  Charitable  Bequests,  y^^v^ 
vi^^ilantand  eager  in  the  pursuit  of  its  prey,  and  armed  w  ith  every  ne- 
cessary authority  for  discovering  and  seizing  the  funds  destined  by  dy- 
ing Catholics  for  the  maintenance  of  the  pious  and  the  poor  of  tlieu-  own  ' 
comnumion,  and  appropriating  them,  when  seized,  to  the  better  mainte- 
nance of  the  Protestant  institutions." 

**  Suffice  it  to  say,  respecting  the  general  conduct  of  this  board,  that 
their  zeal  and  activity  in  the  discharge  of  their  ungracious  functions, 
iikve  completely  succeeded  in  frustrating  every  attempt  of  the  Irish 
Catiiolics  to  provide  any  permanent  mamtenance  for  the  ministers  of 
their  Unship,  their  places  of  education,  or  other  pious  or  charitable 
found^MM." 

"  No  C&^olic  can  be  a  guardian  to  a  Protestant ;  and  'no  Catholic 
priest  can^  a  guardian  at  all.  Catholics  are  only  allowed  to  have  arms 
under  certain  restrictions  ;  and  no  Catholic  can  be  employed  as  a  fowler, 
or  have  for  sale,|M'  otherwise,  any  arms  or  warlike  stores.  No  Catho- 
lic can  present  m  an  ecclesiastical  living — although  dissenters,  and 
even  Jews,  have  been  found  entitled  to  this  privilege.  The  pecuniary 
qualification  of  Catholic  jurors  is  made  higher  than  that  of  Protest- 
ants." . 

"  The  number  of  Catholics  qualified  for  seats  in  the  legislature,  (if 
learning,  talents,  landed^states,  or  commercial  wealth  be  admitted  as 
a  qualification)  probably  excels  thirty  thousand  persons.  These  men 
•stand  personally  proscribed  by  t!ie  existing  exclusion,  whilst  their  Pro- 
testant neighbours,  find  every  facility  for  ready  admission," 

*'  Hence,  every  Protestant  feels  himself^  and  really  is,  more  firm  and 
cecure  in  the  favour  of  the  laws,  more  powerful  in  society,  more  free 
in  his  energies,  more  elevated  in  life,  than  his  Catholic  neighbour  of 
equal  merit,  property,  talents,  and  education.    He  <j|ipne  feels  and  pos-^ 
sessesthe  right  and  the  legal  capacity  to  be  a  legislator,  and-  tlus  cori^j^  .v.-v 
sciousness  is  actual  po~tver."  w 

"  Whatever  may  be  the  wealth  of  the  Catholic,  his  talent,  or  his  ser- 
vices, he  is  uniformly  refused  a  place  upon  grand  juries  within  the  cor- 
porate towns ;  and  even,  upon  petty  juries,  unless  when  the  duty  is 
arduous,  and  unconnected  with  party  interests.  He  more  than  doubts 
of  obtaining  the  same  measure  of  justice,  of  favour  or  respect,  from 
the  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen,  tax  gatherer,  public  boards,  &c.  that  is 
accorded  to  his  Protestant  neighbour.  He  lives  in  continual  apprehen- 
sion, lest  he  or  his  family  may  become  objects  of  some  pecuniary  ex- 
tortion, or  victims  of  some  malicious  accusation.  Hence  he  is  cringing, 
dependent,  and  almost  a  suppliant,  for  common  justice." 

"  Thus,  the  Catholic  leads  a  life  resembling  that  of  the  condemned 
Jenv  i  of  no  account  personally;  but  partially  tolerated  for  the  sake  of 
outward  show  ;  trampled  upon  individually  ;  preserved  collectively — 
for  the  uses  of  others  ;  permitted  to  practice  commerce  and  agriculture 
for  the  benefit  of  public  revenue  ;  gleaning,  by  connivance,  a  little 
money  from  arduous  enterprises  and  intense  labours,  which  the  happier 
lot  of  the  privileged  class  enables  them  to  dechne  ;  but  never  to  be 
received  cordially  as  a  citizen  of  the  town,  which  he  enriches,  and 
perhaps  maintains." 

"  It  will  appear,  that  the  gross  number  of  offices  and  situations,  from 
wiiich  the  class  of  penal  laws,  concerning  corporate  offices,  excludes 
the  Catholics,  may  be  considered  as  amounting — 

"Directly,  and  by  express  enactment,  to  about  -  2548 
"  Consequently,  to  about  1200 

"Total  ....  3748." 

Vol.  I.— 3  P 
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PART  I.  "The  judicial  situations,  controllings  the  entire  adrninistratiou  of 
\,^^>r>tm,/  justice  in  Ireland,  are  at  present  monopolized  by  the  Protestants  ;  and, 
under  the  existing  laws  and  system,  they  must  continue  to  be  occupied 
by  Protestants  alone." 

"  There  appears  to  be  a  total  number  of  nearly  1500  offices  connect- 
ed with  the  profession  and  administration  of  the  laws,  which  are  -inter- 
dicted to  the  Catholics,  either  by  the  express  letter,  or  by  the  necessary 
operation,  of  the  present  penal  code." 

"One  hundred  and  sixty  legal  offices,  of  honour  and  of  emoluraenV 
are  inaccessible  to  Catholic  barristers,  and  open  to  Protestants.  Thivl 
teen  hundred  other  offices  are  reserved  solely  for  the  ruling  class,  to 
the  exclusion  of  Catholic  students,  solicitors,  attorneys,  clerks,  8^&c." 

*' Throughout  the  entire  post  office,  established  in  Irelar^jj^r  in- 
stance, consisting  of  several  hundred  persons,  there  is  syti^^F  a  single 
Catholic  to  be  found  in  a  higher  situation  than  that  of  aiH^won  letter- 
carrier;  and  few  of  even  this  class.  The  like  may  be4ffirmed  of  the 
stamp  office,  bank  of  Ireland,  and  the  other  public  boai|£  and  estabhsh- 
ments  of  Ireland." 

^  ,  "Although  not  disqualified  by  an  express  statute,  yet  the  Catholic 

physicians,  surgeons,  apothecaries — not  inferior  in-learning,  skilly  expe 

*on — a 


,i  rience  or  character,  to  those  of  any  other  persu^ion — are  practicaily 

s.  excluded  from  medical  honours  and  public  atuations — and  especially 

'  from  medical  appointments  of  emolument  or  dUdit,  within  the  influence 

i  of  the  crown,  or  of  the  numerous  depaftments  connected  with  the 

state."  ..-'^ 

"  We  do  not  read  the  name  oj^ialiy  Catholic  amongst  the  physicians, 
surgeons,  druggists,  or  apotbepiries,  attached  to  the  military  or  naval 
departments."  ^ 

"The  law  presumes  ^l€ry  Catholic  to  be  faiihless,  disloyal,  miprinci- 
pied^  aiA  di^hnnerJ  to  eq-nvocate  upon  his  oath — until  he  shall  have  repelled 
.^Jthis  presmnption  by  liis  sworn  exculpation — in  public  court." 
ft  "Tfttfcthere  exist  in  Ireland  numerous  splendid  establishments,  bear- 
ing tire  plausible  profession  of  public  education,  is  sufficiently  known. 
From  the  extensive  scale  and  pompous  exterior  of  the  building's,  from 
the  numerous  train  of  officers  and  heavy  annual  charge — a  stranger 
might  infer  the  existence  of  ample  and  liberal  public  instruction  in  Ire- 
land— but,  upon  a  nearer  view,  he  will  be  quickly  undeceived. 

"  These  seminaries  are  closed,  by  law  or  by  usage,  against  tfie  Catho- 
lics. They  are  founded,  generally  speaking,  upon  strict  and  exclusive 
Protestantism — upon  abhorrence  of  Popery — and  upon  the  inculcation 
of  doctrines,  breathing  personal  imputation  and  indirect  hostility  against 
the  Catliolic  population." 

"  Protestant  families  will  not,  in  general,  take  Catholic  servants. 
Every  newspaper  contains  advertisements  for  servants,  signifying  ilrx 
they  must  not  be  Catholics." 

"  In  yeoman  corps,  (armed,)  with  very  few  exceptions,  no  Catholics 
are  admitted." 

"  In  the  country  corps,  the  bigotry  of  the  captains  generally  excludes 
Catholics ;  and,  even  when  the  captains  would  wish,  for  the  appearance 
ofthese  corps,  to  mix  a  few  stout  comely  Catholics  in  it,  the  bigotry  of 
the  privates  interferes  to  prevent  it — as,  in  most  instances,  they  would 
resign,  if  such  h  me:;sure  were  persisted  in." 

"  In  many  towns  in  Ireland,  there  are  convivial  societies,  amongst 
whom  it  is  a  rule  to  exclude  Catholics." 

"  In  many  counties,  Protestants  v.'ill  not  visit  a  Catholic  ;  and  it  is  the 
fashion  to  speak  of  them  in  the  most  injurious  and  degrading  terms." 

"The  Catholics  can  feel,  and  do  suffer." 

"  Tlie  very  peastmVry  acutely  feel  the  stigma  cast  by  government  upon 
their  sect  and  their  religion.   The  lowest  order  even  suffer  most.  The 
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wealthy  Catholics  acquire  a  degree  of  consideraUon  and  legal  security  PART 
f'roin  their  property ;  but  the  peasantry  are  left  naked  to  the  pelting  of  y^^-v^ 

ilic  storm,  to  all  tiie  jibes  and  jobs  of  Protestant  ascendancy." 

"  Not  only  a  Protestant  lord  looks  down  upon  a  Catholic  lord,  and  a 
Protestant  gentleman  on  a  Catholic  gentleman,  but  a  Protestant  peasant 
on  a  Catholic  peasant;  and,  in  j)roportion  as  the  degrading  scale  de- 
vis,  the  expression  of  contempt  becomes  more  marked  and  gross." 


(NOTE  W.    p.  397.) 

'SI  .  elates  a  story  of  negro  flagellation,  which  he  pretends 

iO  h.  ^.'.ed  in  Kentucky,  and  from  which  it  might  be  inferred, 

that  tiic  generAtreatment  of  the  slaves  in  that  state  is  barbarous.  The 
inference  wouMwivolve  a  great  injustice  ;  for,  their  condition  is  emi- 
nently good  in  IWBtucky,  as  I  myself  know  from  per.sonal  observation, 
and  as  every  candi^=lraveller  who  has  had  the  same  opportunity  of  judg- 
ing-, will  acknowled«^  They  have  there,  an  abundant  provision  of  ex- 
cellent food;  their  laDour  is  hght;  and  the  recreations  in  which  they 
are  indulged,  give  a  paittcukr  hilarity  to  their  carriage.  We  have  ano- 
tlier  English  wiiter  of  travels.  Lieutenant  Hall,  who  has  assigned  a 
chapter  specially  to  the  negfe  slavery  of  the  United  States,  and  passed 
general  sentence,  confessing  aflhe  same  time,  that  "information  as  to 
the  condition  of  the  negroes,  in  jiuint  of  fact,  is  little  attainable  by  a 
cursor}  traveller."  He,  ir  wouid  seem,  Qnly  traversed  Virginia,  North 
Carolina,  and  a  part  of  South  Carolina,  rapdb^  in  the  stage  coach,  and 
by  the  main  roud.  As  he  passed  along,  in  th?*"Jft|^t^^j^w  the  "  fire- 
light sliining  through  some  of  the  negi  o  huts,"  frWIwhich  he  inferred, 
lliat  they  were  universally  without  sufficient  shelter  from  tiie  i^^lemen- 
oy  of  the  season.  Wood,  he  acknowledges,  they  might  have  injptiuy  ; 
but  then  ''they  must  havj  their  night's  rest  perpetuall}'  broken  i)y  the 
obligation  of  keeping  up  their  fires."  How  happy  would  be  the  poor 
in  England,  if  they  were  su^>jected  to  the  same  <jbUgation .' 

This  traveller  moans,  too,  over  t!ie  diet  of  the  negroes  in  the  lower 
parts  of  SouUi  Carolina — rice,  Indian  meal,  and  dried  fish  !  He  does  not 
deny,  that  they  are  amply  supplied  witii  the  two  first  articles.  Ponltry 
iie  sajs,  they  ma}' raise ;  but  n'e  know  that  they  do  raise  it  in  tibun- 
■  lance,  and  either  consume  it  themselves,  or  by  the  sale  of  it,  procure 
gratifications  untasted  by  the  British  labourer.  If  the  subsistence  upon 
■ice  be  so  calamitous  a  lot,  there  is  enough  to  engross  the  compassion  of 
Svn  Englishman,  in  the  fate  of  the  vast  majority  of  the  population  sub- 
ject lo  the  British  power  in  India.  It  i*  only  on  the  rice  lands,  and  ge- 
iseRilIy  near  the  coast,  that  the  negroes  of  Carolina  are  s'inted  as  to 
animal  food  :  m  what  is  called  the  upper  country,  it  is  given  to  them 
in  sufficient  quantity  for  a  daily  and  plentiful  meal.  Tnroughout  the 
i^lave- holding  states,  there  are  differences  in  the  living  of  the  blacks, 
according  to  the  greater  or  less  productiveness  of  the  soil,  the  nature 
of  the  staple  product.  Sec.  But  no  where  are  they  without  wholesome 
victuals,  adequate  to  the  «lemands  of  the  appeti'e,  and  the  support  of 
the  frame  in  its  full  vigour.  Lieutenant  Hall  remained  a  few  weeks  at 
Charlesion,  and  there  picked  up  some  stale  anecdotes  about  the  op- 
nression  of  the  negroes.  He  found  a  Socrates  in  the  black  cook  of  a 
vessel,  condemned  to  death  for  poisoning  the  crew  ;  and  has  made  a 
most  ridiculous  romance  of  the  affair.  Of  the  kidnapping  of  free  ne- 
groes, he  heard  something,  and  is  moved,  of  course,  to  high  indigna- 
tion and  rebuke.   I  do  not  deny  +he  atrocity  of  the  crime,  as  odious  to 
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PART  I.  Americans  in  general  as  it  can  be  to  foreigners ;  but  it  has  more  than 

one  direct  parallel  in  England,  to  divert  the  anger  and  denunciations  of 
her  sons  from  this  unlucky  country.  Possibly,  our  traveller  may  have 
heard  of  a  practice,  which  Sir  James  Mackintosh  has  described  as  "  a 
Jlouuiihing  though  accursed  trade,"*  false  accusation — the  swearing 
away  the  life  or  liberty  of  an  innocent  person,  for  the  sake  of  the  re- 
ward called  blood  money.  I  will  make  the  reader  further  acquainted 
with  it  by  a  few  extracts  from  the  debates  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

"  Mr.  Bennet  said,  (March  2,  1818,)  that  he  was  convince  ■  '  - 
not  exaggerating,  when  lie  averred,  that  it  had  been  a  long  e 
practice  in  this  countrv',  (England,)  for  individuals,  day  after  day,  i  t  a, 
after  year,  to  stimulate  others  to  the  commission  of  crime,  for  pur- 
pose of  putting  money  in  their  pockets  by  their  convicri')n.'* 

«'Mr.  Bennet  said, '(April  13,  1818,)  that  in  m.  false  evi- 

dence was  given  by  police  officers,  in  order  to  bri:i-.  ...^  '-nee  within 
the  reach  of  the  remuneration.  Mr.  Shelton,  the  cie|^f  the  arraigns 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  stated  that  too  frequency  thes*:  o^^^s  endeavoured 
to  stretch  the  point,  with  the  view  of  sharing  in  ti^ price  of  blood. 
The  calendars  of  the  criminal  courts  estabhshed  the  same  conclusion. 

"Fixed  rewards  have  long  been  the  great  blotJn  our  system  of  cri- 
minal procedure. 

"All  the  persons  who  were  connected  wiA  the  police  acknowledg- 
ed, that  the  principle  of  the  present  system^  as  bad,  and  that,  from 
the  beginning  of  it  to  the  end,  instead  ofcAecking  or  controlling  crime, 
it  operated  as  a  bounty  to  base  apSiliRigning  men,  who  went  about, 
not  merely  to  tempt  adults  to  tlw^ommission  of  crime,  but  (which  was 
tlie  raos*  1  p  '  '  *  •  >  •  1  tiom  up  chil4ren  to  be  criminals.  Children 
of  nin-  /^te-dd  of  being  indicted,  as  they  ought  to  be, 

f  -'  pic  IP  ii  . quently,  in  hopes  of  the  reward,  indicted 

Xot  many  months  ago,  two  children,  one  thir- 
tcc  n   '  :  .  .?  of  age,  were  convicted  of  highway  robbery, 

imesscs  being  a  child  of  six  years  of  age ;  although  he 
is  he  stood  there,  that  were  it  not  for  the  system  of  re- 

Uius,  incu-  offence  would  never  have  been  ranked  so  high. 

"  Tue  bank  was  known  to  give  a  reward  of  71-  on  the  conviction  of 
persons  for  passing  bad  money ;  and  this  very  circumstance  was  the 
cause  of  a  great  number  of  the  convictions  which  took  place  for  that 
offence.  A  great  many  poor  Germans,  Swedes,  and  Irishmen,  who 
w^ere  ignorant  of  the  English  language,  were  entrapped  into  the  pass- 
ing of  bad  coin,  by  persons  whose  only  object  was,  the  getting  of  the 
reward  offered  in  consequence." 

"  Mr.  Alderman  Wood  expressed  his  conviction,  (April  21,  1818,) 
that  nine  out  of  ten  of  the  prosecutions  for  forgery  in  London,  origi- 
nated with  persons  who  were  paid  for  exciting  others  to  commit  the 
crime.  This  he  was  enabled  to  state,  from  official  experience  and  au- 
thentic information." 

The  kidnapping  of  children  for  the  purpose  of  converting  them  into 
beggars  and  thieves,  or  of  selling  them  to  those  who  are  engaged  in  the 
lowest  and  most  disgusting  callings  of  civilized  life,  is  of  more  frequent 
occurrence  in  England,  than  the  kidnapping  of  free  negroes  in  the 
United  States.  Cases  of  child  stealing,  accompanied  with  circumstances 
of  monstrous  barbarity,  are  daily  announced  in  the  English  gazettes.  I 
will  illustrate  the  fact  and  the  process,  by  some  quotations  from  the  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  concerning  chimney 
sweepers, 

"  Children  are  sometimes  sold  by  their  parents  to  master  chimney 
sweepers,  and  oftentimes  they  are  stolen.    These  children  are  very 


*  House  of  Gommon.s,  May  4, 1818. 
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liable  to  cough  and  inflammation  of  the  chest,  from  their  being  out  at  all  PART  1. 
hours,  ami  in  all  weathers  :  these  are  generall}  increased  by  the  wretch-  Sg^'V^ 
edness  of  their  habitations,  as  tht-y  too  frequently  have  to  sleep  in  a 
shed  cxpo?ed  to  the  changes  of  the  weather,  their  only  bed  a  soot  bag, 
and  another  to  cover  tliem,  independent  of  their  tattered  garments. 

*'  They  are  very  subject  to  burns,  from  their  being  forced  up  chim- 
neys wliile  on  fire,  or  soon  after  they  have  been  on  fire,  and  while  over- 
heated ;  and,  however  they  may  cry  out,  their  inhuman  masters  pay  not 
the  least  attention,  but  compel  them,  too  often  with  horrid  imprecations, 
#  proceed.    Thei'  are  sometimes  sent  up  chimneijs  on  fire. 

"  IL  is  in  evidence  before  your  committee,  that  at  Hadlcigh,  Barnet, . 
Uxl)rifce,  and  Wnxd^oY,  female  children  have  been  employed. 

"  ItTs  also  in  evidence,  thai  they  are  stolen  from  their  parents,  and  in- 
veigled oi%sf  workhoiises  ;  that,  in  order  to  conquer  the  natural  repug- 
nance of  tmr  infants  to  ascend  the  narrow  and  dangerous  chimneys,  to 
clean  which  thofcr  labour  is  required,  blows  are  used ;  that  pins  are  forced 
into  their  feet  bjfee  boy  that  follows  them  up  the  chimney,  in  order  to 
compel  them  to^cend  it ;  and  that  lighted  straw  has  been  applied  for 
that  purpose  ;  that. the  children  are  subject  to  sores  and  bruises,  and 
wounds  and  burns  (M  their  thighs,  knees,  and  elbows  ;  and  that  it  will 
require  many  monira  before  the  extremities  of  the  elbows  and  knees 
become  sufficiently  hard  to  resist  the  excoriations  to  which  they  are  at 
first  subject. 

"  But  it  is  not  only  the  eatfv  and  hard  labour,  the  spare  diet,  wretch- 
ed lodging,  and  harsh  treatinei#,  which  is  the  lot  of  these  children,  but, 
in  general,  they  are  kept  almost  entirely  destitute  of  education,  and 
moral  and  religious  instruction  ;  they  form  a  sort  of  class  by  themselves, 
and  from  their  work  being  done  early  in  the  day,  they  are  turned  into 
the  streets  to  pass  their  time  in  idleness  ancfHj^pravity  :  thus  they  be- 
come an  easy  prey  to  those  whose  occupation  h  b^to  delude  the  igno- 
rant and  entrap  the  unwary  ;  and  if  their  constitun^n  is  stro^^^nough 
to  resist  the  disease  and  deformities  which  are  the  conseq^fipfe  of 
their  trade,  and  that  they  should  grow  so  much  in  stature  as  nlwonger  ^- 
to  be  useful  in  it,  they  are  cast  tipon  the  world  at  the  age  of  about  six- 
teen, without  any  means  of  obtaining  a  livelihood,  with  no  habits  of 
industry,  or  rather,  what  too  frequently  happens,  with  confirmed  habits 
of  idleness  and  vice." 

The  strong  nerves  of  the  English  travellers  would  not  tremble  at  these 
things.  It  is  the  kitlnapping  of  the  negro  thar  makes  their  flesh  creep, 
and  disturbs  their  repose.  So  too,  they  are  in  transports  of  philanthropic 
rage,  with  the  negro  driving an  abominable  trade  and  spectacle,  no 
doubt,  but  which  has  its  counterpart  in  England,  to  be  witnessed  at  all 
times  throughout  that  land  of  freedom.  "  The  English,"  says  Mr. 
Southey,  (Espriella's  Letters,  letter  26  )  "  boast  of  their  liberty,  but 
there  is  no  liberty  in  England  for  the  poor.  'I'hey  are  no  longer  sold 
with  the  soil,  it  is  true  ;  but  they  cannot  quit  the  soil  if  there  be  any 
probability  or  suspicion  that  age  or  infirmity  may  disable  them.  It,  in 
such  a  case,  they  endeavour  to  remove  to  some  situation  where  they 
hope  more  easily  to  maintain  themselves,  where  work  is  more  plentiful, 
or  provisions  cheaper,  the  overseers  are  alarmed,  the  intruder  is  ap- 
prehended, as  if  he  were  a  criminal,  and  sent  back  to  his  own  parish. 
Whenever  a  pauper  dies,  that  parish  must  be  at  the  cost  of  his  funeral : 
instances,  therefore,  liave  not  been  -vanting,  of  ivreicfies  in  the  last  stage  of 
disease,  having  been  hurried  away  in  a?^  open  cart,  upon  straw,  and  dying 
"Upon  the  road.  JVay,  even  women  in  the  very  pains  of  laboyr,  have  been 
driven  out,  and  have  perished  by  the  way  side,  because  the  birth-place  of 
the  child  would  be  its  parish." 

I  can  furnish  more  recent,  though  certainly  not  more  authentic  testi- 
inony.    Mr.  Simon,  in  his  "  Jom-nal  of  a  Tour  in  Great  Britain,"  (1815) 
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PAUT  T.  speaking  of  the  Poor  Laws,  proceeds  thus :  "  Among  the  necessary 
^^-v^'^^  consequences  of  this  system,  is  a  multiplicity  of  vexatious  laws  respect- 
ing settlements,  by  which  the  right  of  removiDg  at  p'ea^ure,  from  one 
part  of  the  country  to  another,  is  so  abridged,  as  to  attach,  in  a  great 
degree,  the  labouring  class  to  the  glebe,  as  the  Russian  peasant  is. 
Perhaps,  being  bo'ind  to  provide  each  for  their  own  ])oor,  it  becomes  a 
matter  of  imi)ortaiice  to  prevent  new  comers  from  acquiring  a  settlsmait 
by  removal  in  a  new  parisli ;  and  the  poor  are  repulsed  from  one  to  the 
other  like  wfected  persons.  They  are  sent  back  from  one  end  of  the  kin^dooi 
to  the  other,  as  criminals  formerly  in  France,  de  brigade  en  brigade.  itWm 
meet  on  the  high  roads,  Itoill  not  say  often,  but  too  ofteiiy  an  old  man  on  foot, 
with  his  little  bundle, — a  liclpless  widow,  pregnant  perhaps,  Ad  two 
or  three  barefooti-rl  children  fblinwing  her,  become  paupers  irrl  place 
wiiere  they  had  yet  not  acquired  a  legal  right  to  assisianc^  and  sent 
awiiy  on  that  account,  to  t]r_ir  original  place  of  settlemeai^  ISi  the  mean 
time,  i)y  the  overseers  of  ihe  par-.slies  on  their  way."  ^¥pl.  i.  p.  224. 

Mr.  Sturges  Uourne,  in  proposing  to  the  House  of .fflpmmons,  March 
25,1819,  nis  bill  to  reg'ulate  the  settlement  ofthcy^or,  pointed  out 
emphatically,  the  notorious  practice  of  *•  sending;  JpcK  old  paupers  to 
their  original  parish,  after  ihey  had  spent  their  j»uth  and  labour  else- 
where ;  tearing  them  from  their  friends  and  ji^B^bours."  He  dwelt 
upon  "  the  extreme  hardship  upon  the  paiuiprs,  who,  having  resided 
many  years,  atid  formed  connexions,  were  seUt  home  to  their  parishes, 
and  separated  from  all  their  friends  and^nsolations  to  die  in  a  remote 
S  poor-house."* 

1  The  American  negro  may,  for  Jiught  I  know,  have  much  more  sensi- 

J  bihty  than  the  English  pauper;*  but  I  should,  at  first  view,  think  the 

fate  of  the  latter,  thus  torn  up''by  tiie  roots,  as  it  were,  and  transplanted 
to  "a  hot  bed  of  vice  and  wretchedness,"  as  tlie  posr-house  is  styled 
:  li  e  Parllamentarv^eports,  quite  as  severe  and  barbarous,  and  as  dis- 
f,r.;ceful  10  the  couim-y  in  which  it  is  undergone,  as  that  of  the  "  driven" 
'  ^  e.    In  the  history  of  civilized  life,  there  is  nothing  more  abomina- 
lan  the  warfare  carried  on  by  the  parishes  in  England  against  the 
poor.    (See  the  ensuing  Note.) 


(NOTE  iS.    p.  411.) 

1  WISH  the  American  reader  to  be  able  to  make  an  immediate  compa- 
rison between  the  condition,  physical  and  moral,  of  our  negroes,  and 
that  of  the  labouring  poor  of  England,  1  will,  therefore,  place  before 
him  a  number  of  paragraphs  concerning  the  latter,  drawn  from  the 
Treatise  of  Colquhoun  on  Indigence,  Espriella's  Letters,  by  Mr.  Southey, 
and  the  Report  of  t!;e  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  the 
Poor  Laws  of  the  year  1817.  I  should  premise  that  the  statements  of 
Colquhoun  and  Southey  were  made  in  1806  and  1807,  and  that  a  great 
aggravation  of  all  the  evils  of  which  they  complain  is  admitted,  on  all 
hands,  to  have  taken  place  within  the  few  years  past. 

COLQUHOUN. 

''  It  has  been  shown  that  above  one  million  of  individuals  (1,234,768) 
in  a  country  containing  less  than  nine  millions  of  inhabitants,  have  de- 
scended into  a  state  of  indigence,  requiring  either  total  or  partial  sup- 
j;ort  from  the  public." 

"  A  very  large  proportion  of  this  mass  of  indigence  is  to  be  traced  to 
the  bad  education,  and  particularly  to  the  vicious  and  immoral  habits  of 
the  inferior  ranks  of  the  p»"ople." 


*  In  1803,  the  number  of  vagrants  removed,  was  194,05?. 
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"  A  prodigious  number  among'  the  labouring'  classes  cohabit  together  pART  I. 
witlioiit  marriage,  and  again  separate  when  a  ditierence  ensues;  and  y^-y^^/ 
their  miserable  oll'spring,  from  neglect,  are  rarely  reared  to  maturity." 

"  Tlie  morals  of  the  inferior  cl.isses  of  society  have  been  greatly  ne- 
glected. Vici  )us  habits,  idleness,  improvidence,  and  sottislincss,  pre- 
vail in  so  great  a  decree,  that  uniil  a  right  bias  shall  have  been  given  to 
the  m.inds  of  the  vulgar,  joined  to  a  greater  portion  of  intelHgence  in 
respect  to  the  economy  of  the  poor,  one  million  of  indigent  will  be 
added  to  another,  requiring  permanent  or  partial  relief,  producing 
iiHiniately  such  a  gangrene  in  the  body  politic  as  to  threaten  its  total " 
dissolution." 

"  It  will  be  seen  also  from  late  publications,  that,  after  making  Very 
large  anowances,  at  least  1,750,000  of  tlie  population  of  the  country,  at 
an  age  to  he  instructed,  grow  up  to  an  adult  state  without  any  instruc- 
tion at  all,  Itothe  .grossest  ignorance,  and  without  any  useful  impression 
of  religion  or  molality." 

*^  Innocent  iivmi  culpable  vagrancy  are  confounded  together,  and  the 
virtuous  autl  vicMs  mendicant  are  subject  to  the  same  punishment. 
Persons  wandering  ^broad  and  begging  are  bylaw  to  be  -u-hipped  or 


imprisoned,  ■  ^ 

"  In  many  places,  %fe.workhouses  on  a  small  scale  will  be  found  to 
be  abodes  of  misery,  whigi^  .defy  all  comparison  in  human  wretched- 
ness." , 

*'  To  innocent  indigence  thAare  all  gaols  -without  guilt — punishment 
.v/ithout  crime."  ^fe, 

"  A  working  man  may  now  go  where  he  pleases,  with  his  family,  and 
exert  his  labour  where  it  may  be  most  advantageous  to  him,  as  long  as 
he  can  avoid  asking  parish  relief;  bat  if,  from  sickness,  accident,  or  any 
affliction,  depriving  him,  even  for  a  short  period,  of  the  power  of  sup- 
porting his  family,  he  is  compelled  to  solicit  aid  from  the  parish,  he  is 
from  that  moment  in  a  situation  to  be  legally  reiffcved,  to  that  from 
which  he  came  originally  ;  and  when  so  removed,  he  must  never  agoi* 
return  to  the  parish  where  he  was  in  a  situation  to  gain  a  subsidence, 
on  pain  of  being  treated  as  a  rogiie  and  a  vagabond*^ 

"  The  constant  interferences  respecting  settlements  have  unquestion- 
ably given  a  most  injurious  bias  to  the  minds  of  the  labouring  people. 
In  the  various  disputes  about  who  shall  afford  them  an  asylum,  they  have 
been  led  to  conceive  that  exertion  and  industry  become  less  necessary, 
since  the  parish  to  which  they  belong  is,  under  every  circumstance, 
compelled  to  maintain  them." 

"  The  frequency  of  these  interferences  on  the  part  of  parish  officers, 
and  the  vmltiiudes  -who  have  been  carted  from  place  to  place,  with  their  chil- 
dren, liave  tended  in  no  small  degree  to  generate  vagrancy,  since  they 
are  always  unwelcome  guests  in  the  receiving  parishes.  With  charac- 
ters thus  degraded  and  rendered  doubtful,  and  often  without  a  single 
relation  or  acquaintance  in  the  place  which  has,  through  the  refinements 
upon  the  law,  been  deemed  their  settlement,  what  are  they  to  do  ' 
The  parish  officers  have  provided  no  means  of  employing  them ;  vind 
for  their  labour,  their  only  means  of  subsistence,  they  can  find  no  pur- 
chaser, and  yet  they  dare  not  return  to  the  parish  where  they  could  be  nsefin 
to  ihetnselves  and  tlieir  country.*^ 

"  In  this  situation,  unable  to  exist  on  the  scanty  pittance  afforded  by 
the  parish,  and  without  the  means  of  filling  up  the  chasm  by  their  own 
industry,  their  characters  assume  a  new  and  degraded  form,  and  where 
not  immured  in  a  workhouse,  they  have  no  resource  but  to  resort  to 
the  miserable  alternative  of  hazarding  a  more  degrading  punishment ,  by 
asking  alms,  where  absolute  infirmity  does  not  establish  a  claim  to  fnP 
^subsistence." 
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PART  I.  SOUTHEY. 

^'^^"'^'^^  The  dwelling's  of  the  labouring  manufacturers  are  in  narrow  streets 
and  lanes,  blocked  up  from  light  and  air,  and  crowded  together  because 
every  inch  of  land  is  of  such  vahie,  that  room  for  light  and  air  cannot  be 
afforded  them.  Here  in  Manchester  a  great  proportion  of  the  poor  lodge 
in  cellars,  damp  and  dark,  where  every  kind  of  filth  is  suffered  to  accu- 
mulate, because  no  exertions  of  domestic  care  can  ever  make  such 
homes  decent.  These  places  are  so  many  hot-beds  of  infection  ;  and 
the  poor  in  large  towns  are  rarely  or  never  without  an  infectious  fever 
among  them,  a  plague  of  their  own,  which  leaves  the  habitations  of  llie 
rich,  like  a  Goshen  of  cleanhness  and  comfort,  unvisited." 

*'  When  the  poor  are  incapable  of  contributing  any  longer  t0  their 
own  support,  they  are  removed  to  what  is  called  the  workhouse.  I 
cannot  express  to  you  the  feeling  of  hopelessness  and  dread  ynth  which 
all  the  decent  poor  look  on  to  this  wretched  termination  of  a  life  of 
labour.  To  this  place  all  vagrants  are  sent  for  punishn^nt ;  unmarried 
v/omen  with  child  go  here  to  be  delivered  ;  and  poorwphans  and  base- 
born  children  are  brought  up  here  till  they  are  of  to  be  appren- 
ticed off;  the  other  iiiUiaies  are  those  unhappy  people  who  are  utterly 
helpless,  parish  idiots  and  madmen,  the  blind  anAthe  palsied,  and  the 
old  who  are  fairly  worn  out.  It  is  not  in  the  nafure  of  things  that  the 
superintendants  of  such  institutions  as  these'J^ould  be  gentle-hearted, 
when  the  superintendence  is  undertakinj^,  merely  for  the  sake  of  the 
salary."  ^0 

*'  To  this  society  of  wretchedi^iJ^fflfl^abouring  poor  of  England  look 
as  their  last  resting  place  on  thisji^ide  of  the  grave,  and  rather  than  en- 
ter abodes  so  miserable,  they  endure  the  severest  privations  as  long  as 
it  is  possible  to  exist.  A  feet^ng  of  honest  pride  makes  them  shrink 
from  a  place  where  guilt'and  poverty  are  confounded  ;  and  it  is  heart- 
breaking for  those -i^o  have  reared  a  family  of  their  own  to  be  subject- 
in  tli^  old  age,  to  the  harsh  and  unfeeling  authority  of  persons 
yourtjttf'than  themselves,  neither  better  born  nor  better  bred." 

"Perhaps  the  pain — the  positive  bodily  pain  which  the  poor  of  Bri- 
tain endure  from  cold,  may  be  estemed  the  worst  evil  of  their  poverty. 
Coal  is  every  where  dear  except  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  collieries ; 
and  especially  so  in  London,  where  the  number  of  the  poor  is  of  course 
greatest.  You  see  women  raking  the  ashes  in  the  streets,  for  the  sake 
of  the  half  burnt  cinders.  What  a  picture  does  one  of  their  houses 
present  in  the  depth  of  winter  !  the  old  cowering  over  a  few  embers — 
the  children  shivering  in  rags,  pale  and  livid — all  the  activity  andjoyous- 
ness  natural  to  their  time  of  hfe  chilled  within  them.  The  numbers 
who  perish  from  diseases  produced  by  exposure  to  cold  and  rain,  by 
unwholesome  food,  and  by  the  want  of  enough  even  of  that,  would 
startle  as  well  as  shock  you.  Of  the  children  of  the  poor,  hardly  one- 
third  are  reared." 

"To  talk  of  English  happiness  is  hke  talking  of  Spartan  freedom; 
the  helots  are  overlooked.  In  no  country  can  such  riches  be  acquired 
by  commerce,  but  it  is  the  one  who  grows  rich  by  the  labour  of  the 
hundred.  The  hundred  human  beings  like  liimself,  as  wonderfully 
fashioned  by  Nature,  gifted  with  the  like  capa'  ities,  and  equally  matle 
for  immortality,  are  sacrificed  body  and  soul.  Horrible  as  it  must  needs 
appear,  the  assertion  is  true  to  the  very  letter.  They  are  deprived  in 
childhood  of  all  instruction  and  all  enjoyment;  of  the  sports  in  v\hich 
childhood  instinctively  indulges  ;  of  fresh  air  by  day  and  of  natural  slc.ep 
by  night.  Their  health,  physical  and  moral,  is  alike  destroyed  ;  ihey 
die  of  diseases  induced  by  unremitting  task-work,  by  confinement  in 
the  impure  atmosphere  of  crowded  rooms,  by  the  particles  of  m«tair. 


NOTES. 


or  vegetable  dust  \v1iich  they  arc  continually  inhaling-;  or  they  live  to  PART 
grow  up  without  decency,  without  comfort,  and  without  hope ;  with-  k^^^^^ 
out  morals,  withotit  religion,  and  without  shame  ;  and  bring  forth  slaves 
like  themselves  'c  tread  in  the  same  path  of  misery." 

"  Let  us  leave  to  England  the  boast  of  supplying  all  Europe  with  her 
wares.  Tiw  poor  must  be  kept  miserably  poor,  or  such  a  state  of  things 
could  not  continue  ;  there  must  be  laws  to  regulate  their  wages,  not  by 
the  value  of  their  work,  but  by  the  pleasure  of  their  masters  ;  laws  to 
prevent  their  removal  from  one  place  to  another  within  the  kmgdom, 
and  to  prohibit  their  emigration  out  of  it. 

"The  gentry  of  the  land  are  better  lodged,  better  accommodated, 
better  educated  than  their  ancestors;  the  poor  man  lives  in  as  poor  a 
dwelling  as  ins  forefathers,  when  they  were  slaves  of  the  soil,  works  as 
hard,  is  wo^  fed,  and  not  better  taught.  His  situation,  therefore,  is 
relatively  worse," 

There  isnotiiing  in  the  foregoing  statements  which  is  not  fully  con- 
firmed in  the  I  it^  Reports  of  the  select  committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons on  the  Pooi^Laws.  The  report  dated  July,  1817,  makes,  with  the 
minutes  of  evidence  taken  before  the  committee,  a  folio  of  168  pages. 
It  imfoLls  a  state  of  society  extraordinary  and  deplorable  beyond  the 
utmost  stretch  of  the  Imagination,  in  reference  to  a  country,  wearing, 
externally,  an  aspect  of  the  highest  general  vigour  and  prosperity.  The 
passages  Vv-hich  I  am  about  to  extract  can  convey  no  idea  of  the  im- 
pression left  by  the  whole, 

"  Your  committee  cannot  but  fear,  from  a  reference  to  the  increased 
numbers  of  the  poor,  and  increased  and  increasing  amount  of  the  sums 
raised  for  their  relief^  that  this  system  of  poor  hws  is  perpetually  in- 
creasuig  the  amount  of  misery  it  was  designed  to  alleviate, 

"The  result  appears  to  have  been  highly  prejudicial  to  the  moral 
habits,  and  consequent  happiness,  of  a  great  bodiv,gf  the  people,  who 
have  been  reduced  to  the  degradation  of  a  dependence  upon  parochial 
support."  ■^^ 

"In  1803,  the  sum  raised,  as  poor  rates,  was  5,848,205/.;  in  1815, 
7,06^^,999/.  It  is  apparent,  that  both  the  number  of  paupers,  and  the 
amount  of  money  levied  by  assessment,  are  progressively  increasing, 
while  the  situation  of  the  poor  appears  not  to  have  been  improved.  In 
practice,  the  burden  has  been  imposed  almost  exclusively  on  land  and 
houses." 

"  Of  the  cultivator  of  a  small  farm,  it  has  been  said,  forcibly  and  truly, 
that  *  he  rises  early,  and  it  is  late  before  he  can  retire  to  rest ;  he  works 
hard  and  fares  hard ;  yet  with  all  his  labour  and  his  care,  he  can 
scarcely  provide  subsistence  for  his  numerous  family.  He  would  feed 
them  better,  but  the  prodigal  must  Jirsi  be  fed ;  he  would  purchase 
wavmer  clotliing  for  his  ciiildren,  but  the  children  of  the  prostitute 
must  Jirst  be  clothed.'  " 

"The  independent  spirit  of  mind  which  induced  individuals  in  the 
labouring  classes  t«  exert  themselves  to  the  utmost,  before  they  sub- 
mitted to  become  paupers,  is  much  impaired  ;  this  order  of  persons  are 
every  day  becoming  less  and  less  unwilling  to  add  themselves  to  the 
list  of  paupers." 

'*  I.i  the  petition  from  the  parish  of  Wombridge,  in  Salop,  the  peti- 
tioners state,  '  that  the  annual  value  of  lands,  mines,  and  houses  in  this 
parish  is  not  sufficient  to  maintain  the  numerous  and  increasing  poor, 
even  if  the  same  were  to  be  set  free  of  rent,  and  that  these  circumstances 
will  inevitably  compel  the  occupiers  of  lands  and  mines  to  relinquish 
them,  and  the  poor  will  be  without  relief,  or  any  known  mode  of  ob- 
taining it,  unless  some  assistance  be  speedily  afforded  them.'  And  your 
couimlttee  apprehend,  from  (he  petitions  before  them,  that  th's  is  one 
only  ot  many  parishes  which  are  fast  approaching  to  a  state  of  derelic- 
tion." 

Vol.  I.— 3  Q 
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PART  I.      "  In  proponion  to  the  aggregate  number  of  persons  who  ar 
^^^-^r'^^      ^^'^^  uiif'ortunule  dependence  on  parisli  relief,  must  be  not  (  ,  y 

ini^rease  of  misery  to  each  individual,  but  also  the  moral  delerioriaii'  •* 

of  the  people." 

"  Tne  casualties  of  sickness  and  old  age  Jo  not  constitute  the  grc  . 
proporiion  of  the  demands  upontlie  poor's  rate  which  have  rais'id 
Us  present  hi^h  amount ;  a  much  greater  ])roportion  consists  of  ail 
ances  distributed  in  most  parts  of  England  to  the  labouring  poor,  ;n 
addiiion  to  their  wages,  by  reason  of  tl>e  number  of  tlieir  children." 

'•Nt)i  only  the  labourers  who  have  hitherto  maintained  tiiemselve^ 
are  reduceti  to  seek  assistance  from  the  rate,  but  the  sm.i"-  '-  c  ■•  '  wibSs 
themselves  are  gradually  reduced,  by  the  burden  of  the  to 
take  refuge  in  the  same  resource.'* 

"  A  practice  has  long  prevailed  in  agricultural  parishe.^,  gi  sending 
men,  out  of  work,  to  work  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish,  according 
to  tlicir  share  of  the  rate."  •  • 

*'  In  1815,  the  sums  expended  in  litigation  on  ac^unt  of  paupers, 
and  in  their  removal,  amouTited  to  287,000/.  The  apppls  against  orders 
of  removal,  entered  at  the  four  last  quarter  sessions,  amounted  to  4,700 
Great,  however,  as  the  inconvenience  confessedly  is,  of  this  constant  and 
increasmg  litigation,  there  are  still  other  effects^f  the  law  of  settle- 
ment, which  it  is  yet  more  important  to  correct;  such  are  the  frauds 
so  frequently  conimitted  by  those  wl»o  are  itfirusted  to  prevent  even 
the  probability  of  a  burden  oeing  brough^on  their  parish  ;  and  such  are 
the  measures,  justifiable  undoubtedly  in  point  of  law,  which  are  adopted 
Very  generally  in  many  parts  of  the  kingdom,  to  defeat  the  obtainin.fr 
a  scntiement ;  the  most  common  of  these  latter  practices  is  that  of  hiring 
labourers  ibr  a  less  period  than  a  year;  from  whence  it  naturally  and 
neressariiy  follows,  that  a  labourer  may  sj)end  the  season  of  his  health 
and  industry  in  one^parish,  and  be  transferred  in  the  decline  of  his  life 
to  a  distant  part  of  the  kingdom." 

Mioi^fes  of  Evidence — Extracts  from  the  Examinations  of  different 
witnesses,  overseers  of  the  poor,  &:c. 

"  What  do  you  consider  the  capacity  for  accommodation  of  the  work- 
house  in  your  parish  ;  what  number  ouglit  to  be  accommodated  ?  It 
wiii  not  accommodate  more  than  400  well ;  there  are  many  of  them  now 
three  and  four  in  a  bed,  and  I  believe  the  boys  are  six the  master  told 
me  so.  If  the  house  was  spacious  enough,  I  think  1  could  write  in  a 
hundred  families  to-morrow." 

"  Joseph  Fletcher,  Esq.  The  poor-house,  you  say,  is  overflowing ; 
what  is  the  capacity  of  the  accomoduiion  in  that  poor-house  ? — I  think 
the  jjoor  house  never  was  intended  to  accommodate  more  than  180,  or 
200  the  outside,  and  we  have  in  it,  1  believe,  260  or  270,  if  not  more. 

"  How  many  sleep  in  a  bed  — two  or  three  grown  persons;  grown 
persons  two  in  all  beds,  and  some  three,  and  some  four. 

"  Have  you  any  means  of  separating  the  profligate  from  those  well 
ordered  and  well  behaved  — Not  sufficient  means ;  it  is  a  difficult  mat- 
ter to  say  which  are  very  bad,  and  which  a  little  better." 

*' Joseph  Sabine,  Esq. — You  live  in  Hertfordsliire  r — Yes,  At  one 
time  your  poor  were  farmed  ?  Only  tiiosc  in  the  workhouse  ;  we  now 
piy  our  workhouse  man  hve  shillin,:;s  per  head  per  week  ;  he  maintains 
the  paupers  aiul  has  the  benefit  of  their  labour. 

*•  From  yonr  extensive  knowledge  of  the  labouring  classes,  what  do 
you  suppose  has  been  th.e  cause  of  the  general  increase  of  poor's  rates, 
and  the  <ltcrease  of  happiness  among  them Losing  the  feelings  of 
ituiei'eiidenre  they  had,  and  their  indifference  about  taking  relief" 

T:ie  Ucv.  Kichard  Vernon  — You  are  rector  of  the  parish  of  Bush  ? 
Yes.   Is  your's  a  purely  agricultural  parish  .•'   Yes.   Would  a  man  with 


NOTES. 


491 


twelve  slnlling^  a  week  mninlain  four  in  a  family  ?  Tliat  must  be  cal-  P  ART  1. 
dilated  on  the  price  of  bread,  or  potatoes  rather,  for  they  are  cheap.  v,^-v'>w/ 

'M\'!)at  yre  ilie  weekly  earnings  of  your  IhIiouvlts  in  general? 
i'vvolvt:  iihil!ing^.s  tliey  call"  it.  We  lia\  e  many  faniilies  who  lo  not  be- 
lont^  to  us,  and  we  keep  them  in  tlic  i-arisli  for  fear  of  what  a  pauper 
-ui.l  sreeav.for  to  belong  to  a  piv  ish  he  likes,  he  ivill  sxvear  any  thing. 

WInt  is  your  opinion  of  the  workhouses  ?  That  they  act  two  ways, 
one  a  liUie  good,  and  a  very  great  evil ;  the  little  good  is,  that  they  act 
us  goals  to  terrify  people  from  coming  to  the  parish  ;  the  evil  is.  that 
\vlien  they  are  in,  however  loath  they  were  to  get  there,  they  soon  be- 
come used  to  it,  and  never  get  out  again. 

You  conceive  it  corrupts  the  morals  of  the  people?  Completely. 
I  believe  it  impossible  to  mix  the  lower  orders  of  mankind  without 
<loing  mischief 

*'  Should  you  not  think  workhouses,  which  should  be  considered  as 
hospitals  for  the  aged,  and  schools  for  the  young,  as  beneficial  to  liie 
individuals,  and  econom.ical  to  the  parish  ?  Certaiidy  not ;  as  schools  for 
the  young  notliih'g  can  be  more  shocking,  except  a  gaol ;  and  as  for  the 
old.,  they  are  njore  Comfortable  a  hundred  times  in  private  houses  with 
their  relations  and  fwends, 

"  Do  you  see  any  disposition  in  the  younger  persojis  to  help  their  pa- 
rents, by  giving  them  any  «)f  their  earnings  ?  Xo  ;  the  poor  rate  pre- 
^  o!.ls  that ;  they  must  go  to  the  parish," 

'*.iohn  liennet,  Esq. — In  vHiat  parish  do  you  live?  InTisbury;  a 
large  parish  about  tljree  miles  Tvora  Hindon. 

"  Have  you  any  persons  whose  wasres  will  not  maintain  them  and 
tlieir  families,  to  wliom  \ou  give  relief  from  the  pour  rates?  A  vast 
number,  I  think  tJiree  parts  out  of  four  of  our  labouring  population. 

"Do  you  tliink  the  morals  of  the  lower  classes  have  been  much  de- 
tci-iorated  of  late  years  ?    Very  much.  '^tt' 

"  Isllie  custom  altered  in  your  county  of  hiring  their  labourers  short 
oTtiie  year  ?  Yes,  we  never  hire  by  the  }  ear  now  ;  we  hire  lo  evade  the 
settlement  of  the  labourer,  for  six,  nine  monliis,  &c. 

"I  am  perfectly  convinced  ihe  price  of  labour  at  present,  and  for  the 
last  three  years  (7s.  per  week)  has  never  been  repaid  to  thefarmer,  in- 
cluding all  other  things  ;  the  f.rmer  has  never  received  a  remuneration 
for  the  labour,  generally  including  poor  rates,  taxes,  and  all  other 
things." 

"\Mr.  William  Rankin. — You  reside  at  Booking?  \\s.  You  say  the 
amount  of  the  poor  rate  during  the  last  year,  in  ;.our  parish,  is  about 
5000/.  ?  Yes.  The  rate  last  year  was  nearly  IBs.  in  the  pound ;  this 
year  it  is  233." 

"  Mr.  Thomas  Lacoast,  of  the  parish  of  Chetsey. — Do  you  not  con- 
ceive the  labourers,  if  they  were  provided  for  in  tiie  house  of  a  farmer, 
and  under  the  superintendence  of  a  master  and  mistress,  would  be 
more  capable  of  doing  work,  and  at  the  same  time  live  cheaper  tluin  if 
they  provided  for  themselves.'' — I  certainlv  think  it  would  be  better  for 
the  labourers  ?  I  am  sure  that  a  man  who  does  not  live  well  caimot  do 
the  work  so  well  as  a  man  who  docs.  I  have  a  man  who  is  very  honest 
and  works  very  hard,  and  I  pay  him  long  wages  for  doing  it,  and  he  has 
been  at  my  house  not  less  than  nineteen  hours  out  of  the  twenty-four; 
and  I  found  he  complained  that  he  was  not  able  to  do  the  work,  and  I 
gave  hirn  his  dinner  afterwards  every  day,  and  since  that  he  has  been 
able  to  do  the  work." 

"  Rev.  J.  W.  Cunningham. — You  are  vicar  of  Harrow  ?    Yes.  Have 
vou  any  communication  to  make  respecting  '  Friendly  lienefii  Societies 
for  the  Poor.'    1  have  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing  perh.aps  sixty  or 
seventy  Friendly  Societies,  pretty  accurately,  and  the  general  state  of 
■  JSC  1  have  observed  is  of  this  kind  :  They  are  all  held  at  public  houses  ; 
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savings  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  house,  to  spend  in  beer,  or  else 
one-fourth.  Among  these  sixty  or  seventy,  I  do  not  know  a  single  ex- 
ceptioi^  to  that  case  ;  they  drink  for  the  benefit  of  the  house,  a  pot  or  a 
pint  of  beer  each  person.  I'his  morning  I  was  examining  into  the  case 
of  two  in  which  there  were  sixty  members  ;  a  member  told  me  there 
were  very  rarely  twenty  who  attended ;  therefore,  in  each  of  those 
cases  they  drank  sixty  pots  of  beer,  and  of  course  got  to  a  state  in 
which,  if  they  could,  they  would  drink  sixty  more  ;  and  that  principle 
I  believe  to  be  almost  universal ;  it  certainly  is  in  my  own  neighbouf- 
hood  ;  in  a  large  number  of  those  societies  now,  I  need  hardly  say,  that 
the  ilemovalizing  effects  of  Benefit  Societies^  under  their  present  consti- 
tution, is  perfectly  enormous."  » 


The  state  of  rehgion  in  America  has  been  at  ^11  times  a  theme  of 
invective  and  affected  lamentation  in  England.  As  the  majority  of  the 
American  population  was  composed,  from  the.ioutset,  of  dissenters,  the 
established  church  naturally  found  them  horribly  delinquent  in  respect 
to  Christianity.  We  have  English  sermons  of  an  early  date,  particu- 
larly one  of  the  celebrated  Archbishop  Seeker,  when  Bishop  of  Ox- 
ford, delivered  in  174U,  before  the  British  Society  for  the  Propagation 
of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Paris,  in  which  New  England  is  rt[n'esented 
as  bemg  without  tlic  knowledge  of  God,  and  about  to  return  to  "  en- 
tire barbarism."  His  lordship  particularly  complained  that  there  were 
several  districts  in  America  of  sixty  or  seventy  mdes  long,  having  but 
one  minister  to  officiate  in  tliem.  The  case  was  undoubtedly  the  same 
in  some  parts  of  England  anri  Scotland,  when  the  reproof  was  uttered, 
and  it  is  so  still  in  the  latter  country.  We  read  in  the  history  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  House  ot  Commons  upon  the  proposition  of  Mr. 
Vansittart,  (May  18,  1818,)  to  appropriate  money  to  the  building  of 
new  churches,  what  follows. 

"Mr.  C.Grant  said,  that  he  hoped  the  House  would  see  the  neces- 
sity of  extending  the  benefits  of  the  grant  for  the  erection  of  new 
churches  to  Scotland.  To  his  own  knowledge,  there  were  several  dis- 
tricts in  the  northern  part  of  the  kingdom,  some  of  sixty  miles  in  length, 
and  twenty  in  breadth,  without  a  church  sufficient  to  contain  the  one- 
twentieth  part  of  the  population." 

The  Quarterly  Review  has  acknowledged,  within  the  last  three  years, 
that  the  populace  of  England  are  "  more  ignorant  of  their  religious  du- 
ties than  they  are  in  any  other  Christian  country ;"  and  that  "  two- 
third.s  of  the  lower  order  of  Englisli  are  errant  and  unconvertetl  Pa- 
gans." Nevertheless,  it  holds  itself  entitled  to  commiserate  our  un- 
happy lot,  in  being  without  an  established  church.  We  may  fairly, 
therefore,  enquire,  by  what  traits  this  institution  is  distinguished  in 
England,  apart  from  the  circumstances  of  its  having  left  so  large  a  por- 
tion of  her  population  in  the  darkness  of  gentilism. 

Before  1  adduce  the  extracts  which  I  propose  to  make  from  British 
statements,  for  the  illustration  of  the  point,  I  ought  to  remind  my 
reader,  that  the  English  hierarchy  has  an  immense  revenue  ;  but  that 
those  who  ilischarge  tlie  common  parochial  duties  of  the  church 
are  miserably  provided.  In  the  year  1810,  it  was  proposed  by  the 
British  ministry  to  appropriate  100,000/.  as  a  temporary  relief  for  the 
poorer  clergy.  Some  members  of  the  Opposition  suggested  that  in- 
iitead  of  laying  an  additional  burden  on  the  people,  the  higher  benefices, 
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and  the  livings  in  the  gift  of  the  Crown,  should  be  taxed  in  favour  of  VART  I. 
\hus^  real  and  ahnost  siarving  labourers  in  the  vineyard  of  the  Gospel.  v,^-v^^ 
This  piaii  was  contested  anU  rejected.    Tl»e  Repor'  ol"  ihe  Debate  in 
Hansard's  volume  (xvi.)  turniahes  tlie  following-  mavter,  part  of  the 
speech  of  the  Earl  or  H  .rrowby  (tiie  mover  of  the  grant.) 

"About  three-fifihs  of  the  livii.gs  in  England  are  in  lay  patronage, 
and  the  advowsons  arc  a  part  of  dr  esLatci>  of  the  proprietors,  bought 
and  sold  like  other  cstaies,  for  a  valuable  consideration. 

Livings  in  private  patronage  are  usually  tiisposed  of  to  the  friends, 
relations,  or  private  connections  of  the  patron. 

"  The  whole  number  of  livings  under  150/.  a  year  did  not  seem  to 
exceed  4000. 

*'  But  it  had  been  generally  supposed  that  the  poor  livings  were 
chiefly  confined  to  the  parishes  in  which  the  population  was  inconsi- 
derable, and  the  dut^  light;  remote  villai^es,  where  we  wished  cer- 
tainly to  give  the  clergyman  a  better  income,  because  it  was  not  fitting 
that  he  should  receive  iv^ss  than  a  day  labourer,  but  where  his  poverty- 
was  out  of  sight,  and  did  nor  affect  the  interests  of  any  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  community.  If  such  a  supposition  had  been  entertained,  the 
accounts,  now  open  upon  the  table,  would  prove  its  error.  Of  the 
whole  number  of  livings  under  150/.  per  annum,  there  were  above  600 
which  (in  1810)  had  a  population  of  between  500  and  lOUO  persons, 
and  near  500  livings,  with  a  population  of  above  1000.  Or  these  79 
had  between  2  and  3000 — 35  between  3  and  4000 — 17  between  4  and 
5000 — 10  between  5  and  6000 — and  a  considerable  number  much 
more  ;  perhaps  the  strongest  instance  was  in  the  diocese  of  Chester.  In 
15  parishes,  of  which  six  were  in  Liverpool,  four  in  Manchester,  three 
in  Svhitehaven,  two  in  Oldham,  one  in  Warrington,  one  in  Blackburn, 
and  one  in  Preston,  there  was  a  population  of  above  208,000  persons. 
The  revenue  of  the  church  in  these  three  parishes,  was  1,315/.  amonnt- 
ing  to  about  Ihd.  per  ann.  per  soul.  In  Wolverhampton,  Coventryj 
Sunderland,  and  Newcastle,  there  were  cases  fully  as  strong.  Taking 
492  as  the  number  of  parishes,  of  vvhich  the  population  exceeded  1000, 
and  the  income  did  not  exceed  150/.  per  annum  (exclusive  of  Biritiing- 
'iam  and  Hahfax,  in  which  the  popuiation  of  the  diti'erent  parishes  was 
not  distinguished,)  these  492  livings  comprehended  near  1,200,000  per- 
;ions,  and  the  aggregate  revenue  of  the  church  W  cis  only  42  046/. 

"In  stating  the  whole  income  of  the  church,  in  tiiese  492  parishes, 
to  amount  to  only  42,000/  their  lordships  must  be;  aware,  that  he  had 
far  overstated  the  actual  incomes  of  these  who  ptrfoi-intd  d»ese  labours, 
because  half  at  least  of  iliese  parishes  might  he  supposed  to  be  held  by 
non-resident  incumbents,  who  wouhi  or  course  leave  to  their  ciiratec- 
onhi  a  part  of  the  profits  of  their  livings.  The  number  of  livings,  under 
150/.  v\  as  3997,  and  the  resideni  incumbents  were  1494." 

"  Of  incumbents,  legally  resident,  hi  11,164  pa  rishes,  there  were,  ac^ 
cording  to  th.c  bishop's  returns  in  1807,  oiUi/  4412.  If  you  added  to 
these,  152  persons,  who  lived  in  their  own  or  their  relatives'  houses, 
within  the  parish,  and  176  who  lived  near,  ami  did  duty,  the  number  of 
incumbems  legally  or  virtually  resi.ient  would  amount'to  5040.  There 
were  340  other  persons  returned  as  exempt,  on  account  of  cathedral  or 
college  offices,  many  of  whom  might  probably  be  resident  part  of  the 
year,  although  they  did  not  tiilfil  the  conditions  of  legal  residence,  and 
the  same  observation  might  apply  to  many  other  persons  under  ditfer- 
cnt  classes  of  non-residents.  The  number  of  5040  wn^.,  however,  all 
that  appeared  upon  the  returns;  of  these  resident  incumbents,  those 
who  possessed  incomes  und.  r  150/.  per  annum,  were,  1214;  adding 
those  of  this  class  who  migiit  !>e  considered  virtually  resident,  the  num- 
ber would  be  1494.  It  was,  however,  too  large  an  allowance  to  incrude 
vi'.lual  residents,  all  those  wlio  resided  near,  and  did  the  duty,  fo: 
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PART  I.  mnny  cases  must  occur  iii  wliich  the  parish  saw  nothing  of  its  pastor^ 
>.^^v-'»w  *^^c^P^  w  hen  he  performed  the  service  of  church  once  a  week,  or  once 
a  monih,  in  the  course  of  his  morning  or  evening  ride.  Of  the  remain- 
ing 2503  parishes,  of  which  the  income  was  not  150/.  a  year,  and  where 
the  incumbent  neither  actually  nor  virtually  resided,  the  income  of  the 
ofiiciaiing  clergyman  could  only  be  what  the  incumbent  was  able  to 
spare  out  of  his  own  piltance,  or  rather,  generally,  it  must  be  the  low- 
est price  at  which  it  was  possible  to  get  the  labour  performed.  The 
power  of  the  bishop  to  raise  the  salaries  of  ihe  curates  was  rarely  ex- 
erted, and  ils  eflect  might  be  defeated  by  private  agreement  betweeA 
the  parties. 

*'  'I  his  w  as  therefore  the  state  of  the  church,  as  it  appeared  upon  the 
retunis;  on  11,164  parishes  there  were  3556  legally,  or  actually  resi- 
dent incumbents,  with  incomes  of  150/.  per  annum,  and  1494  with  in- 
comes below  that  sum.  Tire  remaining  (5124  parishes  were  left  (sub- 
ject to  the  preceding  observations)  chiolly  to  the  charge  of  curates. 
That  the  non-resideJicc  of  incumbents  existing  to  so  enoi-mous  an  ex- 
tent, v.  as  a  serious  evil,  he  would  not  stop  to  argue  ;  the  main  question 
was,  whether  it  was  an  evil  which  the  liberality  of  parliament,  witliout 
a  revision  of  the  existing  law.s,  respecting  non-residence,  and  pluralities, 
could  alone  remedy. 

*'  The  present  practice,  according  to  which,  the  non-resident  incum- 
bents of  livings  of  50/.,  60/.,  or  7GI.  a  year,  fHit  into  their  own  pockets  a 
portion  of  this  wretched  piltance,  and  left*J7ic/i  less  than  the  -wages  of  a 
(lay  labourer  for  the  subsistence  of  their  curates,  ajjpeared  to  him  tar  fj-om 
creditable  to  the  parties  concerned,  and  calculated  to  degrade  the  cha- 
racter of  the  church.  Many  instances  came  within  his  own  knowledge, 
iii  which  parishes  were  served  for  20/.  or  even  for  10^.  per  annum,  and 
in  wliich,  of  course,  all  they  knew  of  their  clergyman  was  the  sound  of 
his  voice,  in  the  reading  desk  or  pulpit,  once  a  week,  or  a  fortnight,  or 
a  month.  This  must  also  be  ti)e  case  where  curates  are  permitted  to 
.serve  more  than  two  churches. 

In  the  present  state  of  the  law,  or  at  least,  according  to  the  present 
mode  of  executing  it,  there  was  a  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  permis- 
.sion  to  erect  an  additional  place  of  worship,  according  to  the  church  of 
Kngland,  within  ,the  limits  of  an  existing  parish.  The  inhabitant.s, 
i.licrefv)re,  had  no  choice.  They  might  prefer  the  church  of  England, 
but  that  church  shut  her  doors  against  them;  they  had,  therefore,  no 
option,  but  either  to  neglect  divine  worship  entirely,  or  to  attend  it  in 
a  form  which  they  did  not  so  well  approve." 

After  Lord  llarrowhy  had  iinished  his  statements, — of  which  that 
part  relating  to  the  non-residence  of  the  reverend  usufructuaries  of  no 
le.ss  tlian  six  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  livings  out  of 
eleven  thousand  one  liundred  a»id  sixty-four,  is  so  instructive  and  ex- 
traordinary— the  Earl  of  Stanhope  pi'oceedetl  in  this  strain: 

*'  However  he  might  in  general  differ  from  the  noble  earl,  he  had 
always  listened  to  liim  with  a  certain  degree  of  satisfaction,  because 
that  noble  earl  ahvays  appeared  as  contradistinguished  to  many  of  his 
colleagues,  to  speak  really  what  he  meant. 

"In  his  presei^t  speech  there  was  much  to  approve,  and  he  had  only 
t  o  observe,  that  if  from  his  lips  similar  observations  had  fallen,  he  wonld 
be  charged  as  the  libeller  of  the  church,  as  the  enemy  of  our  religious 
interests,  and  the  plague  knew  what. 

"  He  would  venture  to  predict,  that,  whether  you  voted  six  millions, 
or  sixty  millions,  wliether  you  built  churches  or  no  churches,  wdiether 
you  coluinniated  Dissenters  or  otherwise,  the  number  of  communicants 
"of  the  estr^.blishment  woidd  decrease,  and  that  of  Dis.senters  increase,  as 
long  as  they  saw  the  church  of  England  made  the  engine  of  state  policy; 
as  fong  as  {hey  saw  its  prelates  translated  and  preferred,  not  for  their 
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religious  mferits,  but  their  slavish  support  to  the  ministers  of  the  clay.  PART  I. 
For  he  would  ask  the  noble  carl  fairly  to  answer,  if  he  knew  ot'no  pre-  s^^^^"-^^ 
t'ermenls  in  the  higher  ranks  of  the  clergy  conferred  upon  such  pre- 
tensions ?  When  he  saw  the  bishoj^s,  according-  to  the  injunctions  of 
their  religion,  voting  against  wnrs,  when  he  saw  them  voting  for  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  then  he  would  pronounce  that  the  church  of 
England  had  no  reason  to  fear." 

With  the  established  religion  there  exists,  strange  as  it  may  appear, 
avast  deficiency  of  places  of  worship,  st)  that  a  great  proportion  of  the 
Uritish  population,  greater,  I  will  venture  to  assert,  than  the  proportion 
of  our  own  so  situated,  has  no  access  to  public  w(U'ship,  1  will  offer  in 
proof,  the  statements  made  the  last  year  in  the  House  of  Commons,  on 
the  occasion  already  mentioned,  of  a  grant  for  the  erection  of  new 
churches. 

*'  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  observed,  (March  16,  1818,)  that 
for  more  than  a  century,  the  want  of  accommodation  for  public  worship 
iiad  been  felt  by  the  members  of  the  established  church  as  a  most  se- 
rious evil ;  and  an  attemjjt  had  been  made  so  long  ago  [)y  parliament  to 
remedy  it,  so  far  as  respected  the  metropolis  and  its  immediate  vicinity. 
This  attempt,  however,  though  attended  with  considerable  expense, 
had  been  very  imperfect  in  its  execution,  oidy  eleven  churches  having- 
been  built  out  of  fifty,  which  it  was  proposed  to  erect.  Since  that  time 
no  fartlier  steps  had  been  taken  by  public  aiUhority,  though  the  evil 
had  been  perpetually  increasing  with  the  growing  population  of  the 
country.  He  had  extracted  from  Parliamentary  accounts  a  list  of  twenty- 
seven  parishes,  in  v»'hich  the  deficiency  of  churches  was  most  enormous. 
The  excess  of  the  inhabitants  beyond  the  means  of  accommodation  in 
the  churches  exceeds  20,000  in  each.  Of  these,  sixteen  were  in  or  about 
London,  and  eleven  in  great  provincial  towns.  In  three  of  them  the  ex- 
cess in  each  was  above  50,000  souls  : — in  four  more  from  40  to  50,000  j 
— in  eight  from  30  to  40,000  :  and  in  the  remaining  twelve,  from  20 
to  39,000.  In  Liverpool,  out  of  94,376  inhabitants,  21,000  only  could  be 
accommodated  in  the  churches,  leaving  a  deficiency  of  73,376  ; — in 
Manchester, of  79,459,  only  10,950,  Ic-iving  68,509 ;  andin  Mary-le-bone, 
of  75,624,  no  more  than  8700,  leaving  66,924  without  tlie  means  of  ac- 
commodation. It  thus  appeared,  that  in  three  parishes  only,  there  were 
near  210,000  inhabitants  who  could  not  obtain  access  to  their  cliurclies, 

"The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  stated,  (Marcli  18,  1818,)  that 
the  population  of  London  and  its  vicinity,  was  1,129,551  ;  of  wliom  the 
churches  and  episcopal  chapels  can  only  contain  151,536,  leaving  an  ex- 
cess of  977,915. 

In  the  dioce.ses  of  York  and  Chester,  the  disproportion  of  popula- 
tion to  the  capacity  of  churches,  was  little  less  than  in  the  district  of  the 
metropolis.  In  the  diocese  of  Yoi-k  there  were  ninety-six  churches, 
which  afford  room  for  139,163  inhabitants — the  whole  population 
amounted  to  720,091,  so  that  there  was  a  deficiency  of  accommodation 
for  580,928.  In  that  of  Chester,  there  were  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
parishes,  the  churches  in  which  M'ould  contain  228,696  ;  but  the  actual 
population  was  no  less  than  1,286,702,  leaving  a  deficiency  of  1,040,006. 

"  In  cases  such  as  these,  the  impossibility  in  which  the  far  greater  part 
of  the  inhabitants  were  placed,  of  attending  divine  service  even  once 
a  day,  was,  however,  by  no  means  the  only  evil.  Theie  were  many 
other  most  important  functions  of  his  sacred  office,  which  it  was  impos- 
sible for  any  clergyman,  however  zealous  and  laborious,  ade([uately  to 
discharge  towards  a  population  of  40  or  50,000  souls,  or  even  a  much 
smaller  number. 

With  respect  to  the  deficiency  in  the  number  of  places  for  public 
worship,  LordSelsey  remtirked,  '*  the  fact  was  too  notorious  to  require 
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PART  r.  explanation.    Many  parts  of  the  kingdom,  he  lamented  to  say,  were  ul 
terly  destitute  of  any  means  of  acquiring  moral  instruction." 

The  cliancellor  of  the  exchequer  observed,  on  the  same  occasion  on 
wl)ich  we  made  the  statemenvs  quotfrd  from  him  above,  that  the  churcli 
of  Scotland  stood  equally  in  need  of  assistance.  The  committee  of  the 
church  of  Scotland  has,  in  fact,  lately  represented,  that,  in  that  country, 
there  are  forty-seven  parishes  in  need  of  churciies  or  chapels,  and  eighty- 
eight  other  parishes  but  ill  supplied  with  religious  instruction. 

During  the  discussion,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  of  the  question  of 
erecting  new  places  of  worship,  tlie  following,  among  many  representa- 
tions of  hke  import,  were  made  by  members  of  the  highest  distinction 

Lord  Milton  said,  that  "  there  was  hardly  a  prtrish  church  in  the  king- 
dom, in  which  great  encroachments  had  not  been  made,  by  persons  of 
wealth,  on  that  part  of  the  church  which  was  the  property  of  the  popu- 
lation of  the  parish." 

"  Where  tithes  exist,"  said  Mr.  Brougham,  "  the  pastor  is  seen  in  the 
light  of  a  tax-gatherer.  Among  the  causes  of  irreligion  or  lukewarm- 
ness,  and  ecclesiastical  feuds  and  schisms,  he  believed  none  to  be  so 
prominent  as  the  disputes  which  arose  out  of  tithes." 

"Jl  large  proportion said  Sir  Charles  Monck,  "  of  the  present  endow- 
ments of  the  church,  are  employed  in  a  manner  not  at  all  calculated  to 
promote  the  interests  of  religion." 

The  mere  fact  of  non-residence,  that  is  to  say,  the  total  personal  de- 
reliction of  their  parishes,  by  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  holders  of 
benefices,  ministers  of  the  (Jospel,  wlio  had  solemnly  declared,  on  enter- 
ing into  holy  orders,  that  they  verily  believed  themselves  moved  by  the 
Holy  Ghost, — the  mere  fact  bespeaks  a  great  perversion  of  character 
and  functions  among  the  clergy  of  tlie  established  church.  It  is  in  a 
British  publication  of  no  inconsiderable  note  and  authority,  the  Christian 
Observer,  for  Nov.  1811,  that  I  find  the  following  details,  which  could 
3iot  have  been  hazarde<I,  if  not  in  great  pari  indisputably  true. 

"  (Jhristianity  forms  little  or  no  paK  in  the  regular  plan  of  instruction 
at  our  universities.  Contrary  to  our  experience  in  every  other  piofes- 
sion,  candidates  for  our  ministry  are  taught  every  branch  of  science  but 
that  in  which  th.ey  are  to  practise.  Chapel  is  not  attended  till  it  is  half 
ov  er.  Majiy  go  there  intoxicated,  as  to  a  kind  of  roll  call ;  and  though 
the  assumption  of  the  Lord's  supper  is  peremptory  upon  the  students, 
no  care  is  taken  to  teach  them  its  importance." 

"  So  very  lax  has  become  the  examination  for  orders,  that  there  is 
no  man,  v.  ho  has  taken  a  degree  at  the  un.iversity,  who  cannot  reckon 
on  ordination  as  a  certainty,  whatever  his  attainments  in  leaniing,  mo- 
rals, or  religion." 

"  A  great  proportion  of  our  clergy  are  a  set  of  men,  wrapt  up  in  secu- 
lar pursuits,  with  a  total  indifl^erence  to  the  spiritual  duties  of  their  call- 
ing. Many  of  tliem  seem  to  consider,  that  they  are  appoinl'^^d  to  a  life 
of  sloth  and  inactivity,  or  merely  to  feed  upon  the  fat  of  the  land;  and 
"hat,  in  return  for  immense  and  growing  revenues,  they  have  only  to 
gabble  through  a  few  formal  offices." 

*'  Many  in  the  higher  offices  of  the  church  are  distinguished  for  iearn- 
:ng  and  piety,  but  for  all  this,  we  may  fear  thai  a  great  proportion  of  the 
clergy  are  the  very  reverse  of  these  high  examples — ami  betray  an  iiidif- 
ference  of  conduct,  and  dissoluteness  of  manners,  which,  whilst  iv  is  most 
shameful  to  them,  would  not  be  borne  with  in  any  other  state  of  life." 

"  A  horse  race,  a  fox  chase,  or  a  boxing  match,  is  never  without  its 
■■everend  attendants;  and  the  man,  who,  in  the  liouse  of  God,  hurries 
over  the  offices  of  devotion,  as  beneath  his  attention,  will  be  seen,  the 
:^.ext  day,  the  noisy  toast  master,  or  songster,  of  a  club.  Their  profes- 
sional indolence,  but  one  degree  removed  from  positive  misconduct  ; 


NOTES. 


497 


il^cir  occ.-.ioiial  activity,  at  a  county  election,  in  a  catliedral  county  PART  I. 
town.  You  have  the  hi^'.uHir  of  fintiing  yourself,  in  such  contests,  act-  v^^-v^w' 
iii.q-  in  concert  v  iih  deans,  chancellors,  archdeacons,  prebendaries,  and 
minor  canons,  without  number.  On  such  occasions  grave,  very  grave 
persons  are  to  be  seen,  shoutinq;  the  chorus  of  some  election  ribaldry, 
whose  zeal,  or  even  CGiumon  intlusuy,  upon  important  topics,  had  never 
been  witnessed." 

We  are  not  at  a  lovs  for  -Vjll  higher  auilioiity  on  this  subject.  The 
late  Bishop  Watson,  of  LlandaH",  wrote  thus  in  his  "  Memoirs"  recently 
given  to  the  world. 

"It  has  been  suid  (I  believe  by  D'Alembert,)  that  the  highest  offices 
in  church  and  s.ale  resemble  a  pyramid  whose  top  is  accessible  to  only 
two  sorts  of  animals,  eagles  and  reptiles.  My  jiinions  were  not  strong 
eyough  lo  pj^ncc  upon  its  top,  an'l  I  snorned  by  creeping  to  ascend  its 
summit.  N'ot  {UiitiA  bishoprlck  was  tiien,  or  ever,  an  object  of  my  am- 
bition ;  for  1  coiiMSflfered  the  acquisition  of  it  as  no  proof  of  personal 
merit,  inasnutch  as  bishopriclcs  are  as  often  given  to  the  fattering  depend- 
ants, or  lo  the  unlearned  j  ounger  branches  of  noble  families,  as  to  men 
of  ilie  greatest  erudition;  and  1  considr-red  tlie  possession  of  it  as  a 
frequent  occasion  of  persouid  di-merit ;  for  I  sa-w  the  generality  of  the 
bishops  bartering  t]>X'i"  indi'psndence  and  the  dignity  cf  their  order  for  the 
chance  of  a  translation ;  and  polluting  gospel  hiimiiity  by  the  pride  of 
jM-elacy.  I  used  then  lo  say,  and  1  say  so  s'.ili,  render  the  office  of 
a  bishop  respectable,  by  giving  some  civil  dis'aiiotion  to  its  possessor,  in 
order  thnt  his  example  may  have  more  weigi  '  with  both  tlie  laity  and 
clergy.  Annex  to  each  bisboprick  .<^orne  portion  of  the  royal  ecclesiasti- 
cal patronage  -^ohich  is  now  prostituted  by  the  chancellor  and  tlie  minister  of 
the  day  to  the  fnirpose  of  parliamentary  corniption." 

In  aremark.ible  work,  entitled,  "The  Slate  of  the  Established  Church, 
in  a  scries  of  Letters  to  the  Ki'jht  Honourable  Spencer  Perciva!,"  it  is 
.said,  that  the  London  clergy  afford  a  faint,  though  laudable  exception 
to  tlie  above  general  description.  1  am  not  disposed  to  question  the 
fact,  hut  I  lay  before  i!ie  American  reader,  that  lie  may  judge  for  him- 
self, the  following  eAtract  from  the  proceedings  of  the  British  House  of 
iJoinmons,  on  ilie  24th  .March,  1819. 

"  Sir.]an;es  f4raham  called  the  altention  of  the  house  lo  the  situation 
of  the  cierqA'  of  fifiy  of  the  j):'.rislics  in  tiie  city  of  London.  In  thirty 
out  ni'  [.he  fifty  parisiies,  the  pcii;!(.ii(  is  pevfirmed  the  duty  in  person." 

"  Mr.  ftarvey  said,  he  was  of  opinioji  tliat  the  petitioners  were  endea- 
vouriiig,  by  slow,  but  sure  degrees,  to  accomplish  designs  which  ihey 
dareci  Jint  unfold  at  once,  as  they  knew  the  rapacity  7L-hich  ti-as  their  cha-  . 
-acteristic,  would  not  fail  to  cause  the  house  to  repel  them  witli  indigna- 
tion if  those  designs  v^  ere  fully  known.  I  lie  Hon.  Baronet  had  en- 
deavoured to  av%'aken  the  sympathy  of  the  house  for  these  gentlemen, 
but  lie  (Mr.  Harvey)  stated  almost  all  of  them  to  have  400/.  per  an- 
num, and  some  litul  600/.  or  more.  Above  twenty  were  piuralists,  and 
if  ihey  had  no  residence  in  the  city,  it  was  because  tiiey  were  the  best 
'.Mloulators  in  it,  and  preferjcd  letting  their  houses  for  the  sake  of 
the  profit  tiiat  miglit  be  thus  obtained.  Not  one  of  them  dared  to  call 
on  t!ie  house  to  take  his  individual  case  into  consideration.  The  value 
ihey  tl-emselves  attached  to  their  own  labou's,  might  be  collected 
from  the  sums  ihey  paid  to  the  curates  who  officiated  for  them,  and  who 
received  50/.,  60/.,  or  70/.  ')cr  annum  from  those  who  were  in  they  early 
receipt  of  1000/.,  1500/.,  or  20U0/." 

Now  what  are  the  chavacter  and  situation  of  the  episcopal  clergy 
'hroughout  this  countn-,  v  heve  tlie  church  is  divorced irom  the  state  ? 
-S-s  a  body  jhcy  are  unimpeachaule  in  all  respecis;  cf  the  best  morals 
and  most  regular  liabits;  indefatigable  in  dischargiii  ;;;-  the  most  solemn 
'•ftrtjsts;  ever  at  the  post  of  duty.    One  small  part  of  them  is  not 


498 


KOTES. 


PART  I.  endowed  with  princely  revenues,  while  the  majority  drag  on  a  life  ot 
\,^^v^^;  indigence  and  ab  jection.  The  provision  for  eacii  member  is  not  ample, 
but  for  the  most  part  enough  to  assure  a  decent,  comfortable,  and  inde- 
pendent existence.  Tlie  sume  remarks  may  be  extended  to  our  regular 
clergy  uf  every  description,  among  whom  non-residence  and  plurafities 
are  unknown,  and  whose  stipend  arises  directly  as  it  were,  from  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  their  parishioners. 

The  detections  lately  made  in  Englaml,  respecting  the  abuse  of  the 
public  charities,  with  which  the  established  clergy  art-  so  largely  con- 
nected, furnish  additional  proof  of  the  state  of  tilings  implied  by  the 
circumstance  of  "  three-fifths  of  the  linngs  being  in  lay  patronage, 
and  being  usually  disposed  of  to  the  private  connexions  of  the  patron.'' 
The  bill  for  enquiring  into  the  malversation  of  tlie  charities,  which 
Mr.  Brougham,  as  the  chairman  of  the  education  committee,  introduced 
into  the  House  of  Commons,  was  vehemently  opposed  in  the  upper 
house  by  the  prelates,  and  destroyed  through  their  influence.  There 
^  are,  it  would  seem,  five  hundred  free  schools  in  England  and  Wales,  all 

of  which  are  grossly  perverted  from  their  purpose.    "  It  is  absolutely 
necessary,"  said  Lord  Eldon,  speaking  as  chancellor,  (C.  13.  \.  580,} 
»^  *'  that  it  should  be  perfectly  known  that  charity  estates  all  over  the  king- 

\^  dom  are  dealt  with  in  a  manner  most  grossly  improvident,  amounting 

to  the  most  direct  breach  of  trust."    The  Ueport  of  the  committee  of 
Parliament  on  the  education  of  the  lower  orders,  (May  1818,)  is  slill 
stronger  on  this  head.    "  It  appears  clearly  from  the  returns,"  says  the 
'";  committee,  "  as  well  as  from  other  sources,  that  a  very  great  deficiency 

exists  in  the  means  of  educating  the  poor,  wherever  the  population  is 
thin  and  scattered  over  the  county  districts.  The  efforts  of  individuals 
combined  in  societies,  are  almost  wholly  confined  to  populous  places." 

"In  the  course  of  their  enquiries,  your  committee  have  incidentally 
observed  that  charitable  funds,  connected  with  education,  are  not  alone 
liable  to  great  abuses.  Equal  negligence  and  malversation  appear  to  havt 
prevailed  in  all  other  charities.^* 

Mr.  Brougham,  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  said  (June  2d,  1818,) 
"  that  it  had  been  generally  granted,  indeed,  nothing  was  more  manifest 
to  the  committee  of  that  house,  that  abuses  prevailed,  not  alone  in  the 
charities  connected  with  education,  but  in  all  other  public  charities,  of 
what  description  soever.  He  would  pledge  himself  to  prove  that  of  all 
the  charities  in  which  abuses  exist,  none  were  greater  or  greaser  than 
in  those  where  special  visitors  (to  charitable  institutions)  were  appoint- 
ed. A  variety  of  causes  concurred  to  produce  this  evil.  In  some  in- 
stances these  visitors  resided  at  a  distance,  and  never  exercised  their 
.  powers;  in  others  the  visitor  was  the  patron  of  the  school,  and  did  not 
correct  abuses  to  which  his  system  led  ;  in  others  the  visitor  was  the 
heir  at  law  of  the  endower,  and  had  rather  pocket  the  funds  than  ap- 
•  ]dy  them  to  the  proper  purposes  ;  and  of  course  he  did  not  visit  his  owPi 

sins  very  heavily  on  his  own  head.  Indeed  he  could  say  positively  that 
the  grossest  case  of  abuse  that  came  before  the  committee,  v.as  of  a 
charity  where  special  visitors  have  been  appointed,  but  who  had  never 
attended  to  their  duties  for  twenty  years." 

As  a  specimen  of  these  abuses,  I  take  the  following  instance  related 
in  Mr.  Brougham's  admirable  pamphlet — the  *'  Letter  to  Sir  Samuel 
Romllly,  resjiecting  the  Charities." 

The  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Lincoln  have  the  patronage  as  well  as  the 
superintendence  of  /S^i^fl^  charity ;  yet  they  allow  the  warden,  so7f  of 
their  Diocesan,  to  enjoy  the  produce  of  large  estates,  devised  to  him  in 
trust  for  the  poor  of  two  parishes,  as  well  as  of  the  hospital,  while  he  only 
pays  a  few  pounds  to  four  or  five  of  the  latter.  Ti^e  Bishop  himself  is 
patron  and  visitor  of  Mere,  and  permits  the  v.-arden,  his  nephew,  (for 
v/hom  he  made  the  vacancy  by  promoting  his  predecessor,}  to  enjoy  and 
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underlet  a  considerable  trust  estate,  paying  only  24/.  a  year  to  the  PART  T. 
poor."  (P.  25.)  v^^^^-^ 

"The  statutes  of  VVhichester  College  require,  in  the  most  express 
terms,  that  only  "the  poor  and  indigent'*  shall  l)e  admitted  upon  the  foun- 
dation. They  are,  in  fact,  all  children  of  persons  in  easy  circumstances; 
many  of  opulent  parents.  Boys,  w  hen  tliey  attain  the  age  of  fifteen, 
solemnly  swear  that  they  have  not  3/.  6s.  a  year  to  spend;  yet  as  a 
practical  commentary  on' this  oath,  they  pay  ten  guineas  a  year  to  the 
masters,  and  the  average  of  their  expenses  exceed  50/.  It  is  ordered 
that  if  any  boy  comes  into  the  possession  of  property  to  the  amount  of 
51.  a  year,  he  shall  be  expelled;  and  this  is  construed  66/.  I3if.  Ad.  re- 
gard being  had  to  the  diminished  value  of  money,  although  the  war- 
dens, fellows  and  scholars  all  swear  to  observe  the  statutes  "  according 
to  their  plain,  literal,  and  grammatical  sense  and  understanding.  The 
infractions  of  ilie  original  statutes  are  sought  to  be  justified  by  the  con- 
nivance of  successive  visitors,  and  it  is  alleged  that  they  have  even 
authorized  them  by  positive  orders  (injunctions).  But  the  statutes  ap- 
])ointing  the  visitor,  expressly  prohibit  ium  from  altering  them  in  any 
manner  or  way  directly  or  indirectly,  and  declare  all  acts  in  contraven- 
tion of  them  absolutely  nidi.  1  must  add,  that  notwithstanding  the  dis- 
regard shown  to  some  statutes  and  some  oaths,  there  was  a  strong  dis- 
])osition  manifested  in  the  members  of  the  college  to  respect  those 
which  they  imagined  bound  them  to  keep  their  foundation  and  their 
concerns  secret."* 

In  his  speech  of  May  1818,  on  this  subject,  Mr.  Brougham  stated, 
"  that  the  whole  income  aci  ually  received  by  charities  of  all  descriptions,  v 
might  be  between  7  or  800.U00/. ;  but  the  sum  which  ought  to  be  re- 
ceived by  charities  was  nearer  two  millions  sterling  than  fifteen  hun- 
dred thousand ;"  and  his  account  of  the  formation  of  this  immense  fund, 
so  infnnously  plu;i(iered  and  dilapidated,  is  not  a  little  remarkable. 

"  It  is  impossible,"  said  the  orator,  "for  me  to  close  these  remarks 
without  expres.sing  the  extraorclinai-y  gratification  which  I  feel,  in  ob- 
serving how  amply  the  poor  of  this  country  have  in  all  ages  been  en- 
dowed by  the  pious  munificence  of  individuals.  It  is  with  unspeakable 
delight  that  I  contemplate  the  rich  gifts  that  have  been  bestowed — the 
honest  zeal  displayed  by  private  persons  for  the  benefit  of  their  fellow 
creatiu-es.  When  we  enquire  from  whence  proceeded  those  magnifi- 
cent endowments,  we  generally  find  that  it  is  not  from  the  public  po- 
licy, no'r  the  bounty  of  those  who  in  their  day  possessing  princely  re- 
venues, were  anxious  to  devote  a  portion  of  them  for  the  benefit  of 
mankind — not  from  those,  who  having  amassed  vast  fortunes  by  public 
employment,  were  desirous  to  repay  in  charity  a  little  of  what  they 
had  thus  levied  upon  the  state.  It  is  far  more  frequently  some  obscure 
personage — some  tradesman  of  humble  birth,  who,  grateful  for  the  edu- 
cation which  had  enabled  him  to  acquire  his  wealth  through  honest  in- 
dustry, turned  a  portion  of  it  from  the  claims  of  nearer  connexions  to 
enable  other  helpless  creatures  in  circumstances  like  his  own,  to  meet 
the  struggles  he  himself  had  undergone." 

The  guardianship  of  what  the  honest  tradesman  had  thus  nobly  ap- 
propriated, fell  in  a  great  measure  to  the  established  church  as  such,  and 
the  consequence  is  the  waste  of  nearly  two-thirds  by  embezzlement 
and  neglect!  It  is  incredible  what  opposition  was  made  both  in  and  out 
of  parliament  to  the  idea  of  a  parliamentary  commission  for  enquiring 
into  charities  having  special  "visitors,  governors  and  overseers!"  ^ 
"  Almost  every  considerable  charity,"  says  Mr.  Brougham,  "is  subject 
to  special  visitation.  We  (the  education  committee)  were  severely  re- 
proved for  pushing  our  inquiries  into  establishments  destined  it  was 
said  for  the  edyication  of  the  upper  classes,  while  our  instructions 
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PART  T.  confined  iis  to  schools  for  the  lower  i  no 

^^"-v^^^  sooner  looked  into  any  of  these  institutions,  than  we  found  that  this  ob- 
jection to  our  jurisdiction  resleil  upon  tlie  very  abuses,  whit^h  we  were 
investigating,  and  not  upon  the  real  nature  of  the  foundation.  For  us 
often  as  we  examined  any  establishment,  the  production  of  the  charter 
or  slattites  proved  that  it  was  originally  destined  for  the  e<lucatiou  of 
the  poor.*  'I'he  alarms  conceived  by  tiie  members  and  friends  of  the 
cimrch  at  the  prospect  of  a  thorough  investigation,  and  their  strenuou?, 
and  in  part  successful,  efforts  to  avert  that  calamity,  are  striking]} 
contrasted,  as  they  are  related  by  Mr.  Brougham  in  his  pamphlet,  vilii 
the  fact  announced  in  the  following  statement.  \ 

"The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said  (House  of  Common.'!,  JiinL- 
od,  1818,)  that  the  hill  (on  the  subject  (;f  tlie  charitable  institution  in- 
quiry) exempted  the  schools  of  Quakers,  and  yet  he  was  a»)tIiorized  to 
say  from  that  respectable  body  of  men,  that  they,  had  not  only  no  objec- 
tion to  the  examination  of  their  fe^v  rharita!)le  scbook,  but  that  tliey 
should  rejoice  at  finding  them  made  the  subject  of  Parliamentary  in- 
quiry." 

The  advantage  of  an  established  church,  as  regards  the  cause  of  C'lris- 
tians,  if  not  imaginary,  would  be  shewn,  at  least  in  the  greater  mor.ilily 
and  decorum  of  the  lives  of  its  professors  and  c  )nsl;lutianal  supportc-i^. 
If  it  faileci  to  make  real  Ch.ristia'is  and  exemf/iury  citizens  of  its  im^ij- 
diate  uUies,  its  superior  influence  in  this  resptct  witli  the  mass  of  a  na- 
tion mig!)t  well  be  questioned.  We  have  seen  h<>u'  tiie  case  stands  as 
K  to  (he  Episcopal  clergy,  in  England.    Xow, -\v|\at  is  it  as  to  the  royal 

family,  the  peers,  and  gentry  .''  Have  tlie  prlnccS  set  a  Christian  ex- 
ample ?  In  the  scandalous  debate  of  the  House  of  Commons  (April 
loth,  1818,)  respecting  the  marriage  of  the  royal  fumiiy,  lord  Castle- 
reagh  remarked  that  "of  the  seven  sons  of  his  Majesty,  not  one,  al- 
though the  youngest  was  forty-five  years  of  age,  had  any  lawful  issue. 
To  excite  some  of  the  members  of  the  royal  family  to  marriage  was 
now  an  object  of  consequence.  I'he  Prii.ce  Regent,  .se5i.sibie  of  this, 
had  made  ofl'ers  to  such  of  his  roj'al  brothers  as  could  reconcile  mar- 
riage to  their  feeli/.gs." 

The  opeti  concubinage  in  which  they  have  lived,  without  being  pi  (j- 
scribcd  by  the  establi.shcd  church,  is  sufficiently  notorious.  Oji  tlic 
subject  of  these  mi-sogamists,  I  need  only  repeat  \\\e.  pIiiMse  of  Mr.  Wil- 
berforce,  uttei  ed  in  the  House  of  Co.mmons  on  the  day  after  tlie  debate 
just  mentioned. 

"As  to  the  a?!U3ion  made  to  the  character  of  the  princes,  he  agi-eed 
that  we  had  no  right  to  enter  into  the  discussion  of  any  man's  private 
character.  liut  yet  it  was  impossible  to  suppress  what  w  e  saw,  and 
felt,  and  thought." 

To  what  class  of  persons  belo.ng  those  flagrant  cases  of  adultery  v»  ith 
which  the  English  newspapers  art  filled  To  tiie  nobility  and  genlr}', 
the  hereditary  pillars  of  the  estabLihhmeul.  Who  give  the  grand  dinner- 
parties and  concerts,  which  distinguish  the  Sabbath  in  Loiulon  ?  Who 
make  a  ga!..-  lay  of  it  in  the  Park,  and  in  tact  take  the  lead  in  its  dese- 
cration ?  Hovv  is  it  spent  by  tiie  high  officers  of  slate,  the  cabinet-minis- 
ters, 8ic. 

T!ie  spirit  of  toleration  is  not,  indeed,  the  distinguishing  trait  in  the 
history  of  the  Christian  v.orld,  but  this  spirit  is,  doubtless,  one  of  the 
ends  of  Ohristlaiuty.  How  far  it  has  been  (hsplayed  and  cultivated  by 
the  established  ci.urch  (»r  England,  is  seen  from  the  contents  of  a  pre- 
ceding note  (V).  1  will  make  the  case  somewhat  more  plain  by  a  fev. 
additional  facts  ^.  i^ed  upon  Parliamentary  authority.  There  r« re  very 
near  one  hundre.;  and  fifty  acts  on  tlie  British  statute-book,  relative  i' 
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i(  si  naths,  of  svipreniacy,  allegiance,  abjuration,  &.c.  (Mr.  Crolter,  May  PART 
3d,  1819,  ITo'i'se  oi'  Commons.)  Calholic  em^rxipation  has  been  now 
agitated  in  Parliament  since  Icriy  ycun.  (Mr.  Gra-.^;in,  May  3d,  18l9.) 
The  princijjul  tenets  of  the  Caiholic  relig-i<:.n — transubstantu-tion,  the  sa- 
crifice of  the  ma.ss,  the  invocation  of  saints,  are  slill  declared  idolatrous^ 
on  the  Uritish  statute-book.  'J'hus,  near  five  millions  of  tlie  inUabi- 
tanls  of  the  Uritisli  Isles,  are  !u  kl  and  stignuUi/.-.d  by  'aw  as  idolaters. 
Earl  Grey,  in  the  House  of  Lords  (.May  IZth,  1819,)  and  general  Thorn- 
ton, in  tlie  House  of  Commons  (Mny  7'th,  1818,)  moved  to  expunge  from 
tiie  Hritish  code,  tivis  irisult  and  injustice  to  so  large  a  portion  of  liis  ma- 
jesty'3  subjects;  bn.t  tiicy  covild  make  no  impression  upon  the  majority 
of  Parliament.  The  Earl  of  Uonoughinore,  in  supporting  the  Catholic 
petition,  irt^the  House  of  Peei-s,  in  1818,  related  the  following  anec- 
dote: 

The  Earl  of  Doripiighmore  said  "  a  circumstance  had  happened  in  the 
mctropoli.s  itself,  which  he  would  state.  It  was  a  toast  given  in  a  large 
sqc/ciif  of  genUctnen^  and  which  is  resorted  to  by  none  but  persons  who, 
in  punit  of  situation  and  property,  are  entitled  to  that  denomination. 
But  what  was  tliis  toast  i"  it  was  so  nauseous  and  disgusting,  that  it  was 
with  difficulty  ihut  he  could  prevail  upon  himself  to  pollute  their  lord- 
ships Fl'.use  by  the  mere  i-cpelition  of  it.  "The  pope  in  the  pillory, 
the  pillory  in  hell — pelted  with  priests  by  the  devil!" 

Rut  t  his  was  not  a  mean  drunken  folly; — it  was  the  sober  malignity 
of  the  bigot  which  the  unguarded  sincerity  of  beastly  debauch' had  in- 
discreetly brought  into  open  duy.  And  all  this  took  place  in  the  me- 
tropolis, as  he  had  already  stated,  which  was  the  station  of  a  Parlia- 
ment, and  is  stil!  the  residence  of  the  king's  representative." 

Thus,  in.  wh.atever  poiat  of  view  we  look  at  the  established  church 
in  Erij.rhuul,  we  do  not  find  it  accomplishing  any  thing  for  Cliristianity 
beyo)ici  v/hat  is  effected  elsewhere  under  a  different  system.  It  has 
not  proiiviced  a  better  clergy  ;  nor  a  more  u\oral  gentry  ;  nor  a  more 
educated  and  christianized  people  ;  it  has  left  a  gre;>t  part  of  the  nation 
without  instruction;  without  temples  of  worship  ;  it  lu.s  tended  to  de- 
grade tlie  clerical  character  by  the  intrigue  and  competition  Xo  winch 
its  large  livings  have  given  rise:  and  by  the  abject  poverty  ar.d  dis- 
parity of  rank  to  which  those  of  its  professors  not  so  fortunate  as  to  gain 
tlie  prizes  in  the  lottery,  have  been  condemned.  It  may  be  an  excel- 
lent engine  of  state;  but,  as  our  civil  institutions,  with  which  we  are  per- 
fectly content,  do  not  stand  in  need  of  such  ait!,  we  cheerfully  leave 
the  honor  and  profit  of  it  to  England. 


(NOTE  Z.  p.  424  ) 

Ix  addition  to  the  facts  respecting  the  condition  and  character  of  the 
British  population  and  institutions,  which  1  have  scattered  through  the 
preceding  notes ;  I  will  present  the  reader,  here,  with  a  miscellany  of  a 
similar  purport,  vouched  by  parliamentary  and  other  uncpiestionable 
evidence.  It  cannot  be  thought  harsh,  if,  too,  I  subjoin  a  few  extracts 
from  British  newspapers  and  journals,  in  the  manner  of  the  English 
travellers  and  critics,  when  they  treat  of  our  affairs.  The  Quarterly 
lleview  lays  great  stress  upon  scraps  picked  out  of  American  gazettes, 
as  illustrations  of  the  state  and  morals  of  the  whole  American  people. 
Nec  lex  'ulla  <equior  est,  8cc. 

HOSPITALS,  PRISONS,  IMPRISONMENTS,  &c. 

In  1814,  says  the  Parliamentary  Report  on  the  Police  of  the  Metro- 
polis, ninety-eight  boys  under  sixteen  were  committed  to  Newgate ; 
f<HU*  oF  them  of  nine  years,  eight  of  , them  of  ten  years,  and  twelve 
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PART  I.  of  them  of  eleven  years  of  age.  In  1815,  ninety-eight  boys  undev 
sixteen  were  committed;  and  in  1816,  146  of  the  same  age  were  com- 
mitted. In  1816,  there  were  commiited  1683  persons  under  twon- 
tv,  of  these  12S1  were  of  seventeen  and  under,  and  957  of  these  of  se- 
venteen years  of  age  and  under,  were  committed  for  felonies.  Fi  • 
the  25th  of  August,  1814,  to  October  18l6,  200  boys  had  been  in  ci.  j 
tody.  Of  these,  twenty-tree  had  been  in  custody  for  the  first  offence  ; 
one  aged  sixteen  had  been  forty  times  in  custody,  and  another  had  been 
eighiv  times  in  custody;  und  170  of  them  had  been  from  three  to  four 
times  in  custody,  for  ihffcrent  ofienc.  s.  Of  these  2o0  there  were  con- 
victed 141 ;  26  of  them  copitaliy,  the  youngest  of  these  was  nine  and  a 
half  vears  old ;  42  were  transported,  the  youngest  of  them  was  eleven  : 
and  73  were  imprisoned  for  different  terms.  Of  these  200  two-thirds 
were  under  fourteen,  and  down  to  eight  years  of  age.  The  remainder 
one-third  were  from  fourteen  to  seventeen  years  of  age.  Ot  these  200 
miserable  beings,  two-thirds  couid  neither  read  nor  write. 

"  On  the  sabject  of  transportation,  it  appeared,  that  since  1812,  4659 
persons  had  been  transported  to  Botany  Bay,  of  whom  3978  were  males, 
and  631  females.  Of  these,  1116  v.  ere  under  twenty-one  ;  of  whom,  5 
were  of  eleven  years;  7  of  twelve  years;  17  of  thirteen  years ;  32  of 
fourteen  years ;  and  65  of  fifteen  years  of  age.  Of  these  4659  persons, 
2055  were  transported  for  life,  726  for  fourteen  years,  and  1916  for  se- 
ven years.  Of  2038  who  were  on  board  the  huiks  in  1815,  there  were 
111  under  twenty  years  of  age,  amongst  wljom  one  was  of  eleven,  two 
of  twelve,  and  four  of  fourteen  years  of  age.  The  inimber  of  boys  of 
seventeen  and  under,  confined  in  Xewgaie  in  1817,  was  359,  and  in 
1818,  of  persons  under  twenty-one  years  of  age,  six  hundred,  including 
males  and  females." 

**  On  the  first  day  of  January.  1817,  there  were  on  board  the  different 
hulks,  two  thousand  and  forty-one  prisoners ;  from  which  time  to  the 
first  of  January,  1818,  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-four  were 
received  on  board  from  the  different  goals ;  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety  have  actually  been  transported  to  Nev.-  South  Wales, 
(being  an  excess  of  t!ie  preceeding  year  of  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
two  prisonei^,)  forty  five  have  died ;  and  four  hundred  and  thirty-sevc:, 
have  been  discharged,  or  removed  to  other  places  of  confinement ;  leav- 
ing on  board  the  respective  ships  on  the  first  of  January,  1818,  two 
thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  prisoners."  (Official  Report  to 
Lord  Sidmouth.) 

The  third  Report  on  the  Prisons  of  the  Metropolis,  states,  tl» . 
*  through  three  of  the  prisons  "  there  passed  in  1S19,  10,371  persons,  ali 
of  whom  must  have  gone  away  more  corrupt  than  they  came." 

In  the  Report  on  Mendicity  and  Vagrancy,  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, it  is  stated,  that  in  one  half  of  the  cases  of  those  who  beg,  beg- 
gary is  the  effect  of  real  distress. 

The  number  of  street  mendicants  in  London,  was  returned  at  15,2^  . 
of  whom  9218  were  children. 

Mr.  Bennet  said,  June  5, 1818,  "  the  House  of  Commons  was  proba- 
bly not  aware,  that,  fmm  the  year  1816  to  1818,  no  less  than  3600  had 
been  sent  to  Botany  Bay  ;  and  that  from  the  year  1798,  it  had  cost  the 
country  no  less  than  four  millions  to  defray  the  expense  of  transporta- 
tion." 

In  the  three  first  months  of  the  year  1818 — 118  persons  were  tried 
for  forgerv  of  Bank  of  England  Notes — the  expenses  for  which  were 
i.19,982  5s.  6d. 

Lord  Castlereagh  (March  1,  1819,)  admitted,  that  it  appeared  by  t:  . 
returns,  that  within  the  last  three  or  four  years,  crime  had  increased  t 
an  alarming  extent,  almost  in  the  proportion  of  two  to  one  ;  and  con 
paring  the  commitments  of  the  last  year  with  those  ten  years  ago,  :• 
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-(.me  classes  of  crime  they  were  in  the  ratio  of  nearly  three  to  one.   pAUT  I. 
Such  a  view  was  in  some  respects  appalling.    The  punishment  of  death,  y^-^^-^^ 
certainly  had  increased  in  frequency  in  these  kingdoms.    At  the  close 
of  the  year  1805,  the  number  of  capital  convictions  was  350,  and  at  the 
termination  of  the  last  year  1250." 

Alderman  Wood  observed,  (March  1,  1819,)  '*  the  great  increase  of 
crimes  was  to  be  ascribed  to  the  promiscuous  congregation  of  prisoners 
left  without  employment.  He  had,  by  virtue  of  an  authority  from  Lord 
Sidmouth,  visited  all  ihe  gaols  in  the  country,  antl  was  convinced  that  it 
would  take  six  or  seven  vears  to  make  an  efficient  parliamentary  in- 
quiry." 

Mr.  W.  Wynne,  (March  11,  1819.)  He  was  shocked  to  find,  and 
every  man  of  humanity  would  shudder  at  the  idea,  that  the  lunatic  sel- 
dom or  every  obtained  his  release." 

Mr.  Bennet,  (May  20,  1818,)  presented  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  fever  in  the  metropolis.  In  moving 
that  the  report  be  printed,  the  honourable  member  said,  "the  medical 
institutions  of  this  city  were  very  defective.  In  all  the  Hospitals  itAvasthe 
practice  to  mix  cases  of  contagious  fevers  with  common  instances  of  in- 
disposition, and  the  consequence  was,  that  not  only  patients,  but  nurses 
and  medical  persons  fell  victims  to  this  want  of  arrangement.  And  such 
was  the  deficiency  of  supply  of  assistance  for  the  sick  and  diseased  r 
poor,  that  at  the  principal  hospitals  fo^lr  out  of  Jive  cases  were  weekly  ' 
refused."  The  committee  recommended  these  circumstances,  and  the 
evidence  contaiiied  in  the  Report,  lo  the  consideration  of  his  majesty's 
ministers. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  said,  (June  26, 1819.)  *'  Their  lordships 
on  enquiry  would  find  that  deaths  had  occurred  in  lunatic  estabUsh- 
ments,  and  that  it  had  been  impossible  for  the  magistrates  after  the 
strictest  investigations,  to  discover  in  what  manner  the  unfortunate  be- 
ings had  been  disposed  of.  These  facts  oflered  strong  grounds  for  their 
lordships  adopting  some  system  of  regulation ;  but  another  powerful 
reason  in  favour  of  the  bill  was  the  situation  of  pauper  lunatics.  These 
unfortunate  persons  were  left  too  much  at  the  mercy  of  parish  officers. 
Let  their  lordships  read  the  evidence  of  a  noble  lord,  a  member  of  the 
other  House  of  Parliament,  he  meant  lord  It.  Seymour,  and  they  would 
be  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  a  remedy  for  the  great  abuses  in  the 
management  of  the  ii:s:'.Me  poor.  They  were  often  kept  in  the  work- 
liouses  till  they  became  furious,  and  there  were  instances  of  their  being 
bled  luitil  they  became,  from  weakness,  more  manageable." 

"  An  official  return,  printed  by  order  of  the  House  of  Commons,  pre- 
sents in  one  view  an  accurate  representation  of  the  state  of  crimes  made 
capital  by  the  law,  in  the  several  years,  from  the  year  1805  to  the  year 
ISIS,  inclusive.  From  this  it  appears,  that  the  total  number  of  persons 
convicted  of  burglary  in  said  interval,  was  1874,  of  whom  199  were  exe- 
cuted ;  of  larceny  in  dwelling  houses  to  the  value  of  40s.  1119,  of  whom 
17  were  executed  ;  of  forgery  501,  of  whom  207  were  executed ;  horse 
stealing  852,  of  whom  35  were  executed  ;  house  breaking  in  the  day 
time,  and  larceny,  761,  of  whom  17  were  executed  ;  of  murder  229,  of 
whom  202  were  executed;  robbery  on  the  person,  the  highway,  and 
other  places,  848,  of  whom  118  were  executed;  sheep  stealing  896,  of 
whom  43  were  executed ;  making,  with  various  other  offences  of  a  ca- 
pital nature  within  said  interval,  a  gross  total  of  convicted,  8430,  of 
whom  1045  were  executed."  (Bell's  Weekly  Messenger,  March  29, 
1819.) 

Sir  James  Marintosh  said,  (March  3,  1819.)  "  The  greatest  change 
produced  by  the  revolution  of  1688,  was  what  might  be  termed  the 
establishment  of  a  Parliamentary  government.  (Hear,  hear.)  Yet  it 
Uad  been  attended  with  one  important  inconvenience — the  unhappy 
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PAHT  T.  facility  afFord&d  to  legislation;  the  ease  with  which  every  member  ot 
S^^^^'-^^^  Parliament  could  indulge  his  wiiims  and  caprices;  the  little  JiHicuhy 
he  found  in  obtaining'  measures  to  augment  the  number  of  capital  felo- 
nies. [Hear.]  An  aneeciote,  confirmatory  of  this  statement,  was  told 
by  Mr.  Burke,  in  the  early  part  of  his  public  career.  Me  wa:>  about  to 
leave  the  house,  when  he  was  detained  by  a  gentleman  who  wish  . 
him  to  remain.  Mr.  Burke  pleaded  urgent  business;  and  tlie  yo,A\  <  • 
the  individual  who  helil  him  \vas,  that  the  subject  on  which  the  hou:.. 
was  engaged  would  very  soon  be  dismissed,.  «s  it  was  only  upoti^  the 
subject  of  a  capital  felony,  wiihout  benefit  of  clergy.  [Lmi^liter.']  Mv. 
Burke  had  afterwards  slated,  tliat  he  had  no  doubt  that  he  coj\{ld,  with- 
out difficulty,  have  obtained  the  assent  of  the  house  to  any  bill  he 
brouglit  in  for  caj)ital  puiiisliment.''  .  ' 

"  Mr,  Bcnnet  observed,  (June  26,  1816,)  that  the  abuse-of  the  system 
of  solitary  confinement  had  exceeded  any  thing  that  coulil  luive  been 
imagined.  For  t!)e  crime  of  vagrancy  a  person  had  been  subject  to  this 
terrible  punishment  for  thirteen  montljs,  one  for  sewn  monihs,  and  one 
for  four  months. 

Among  the  cases  mentioned  in  the  return  was  that  of  a  man  who  had 
been  kept  in  solitary  confinement  three  months,  for  destroying  a  phea- 
sant's egg!  That  was  to  say  the  miserable  being  who  fell  under  ihe 
sentence  was  kept  twenty-three  hours  out  of  twenty-four  within  four 
small  walls,  without  any  kind  of  employment,  eillier  entirely  open  to 
the  air,  or  quite  excluded  from  light;  and  the  crime  for  whicJi  tliis 
punishment  was  inflicted  was  the  breaking  of  a  pheasant's  egg." 

"Mr.  Western  said,  (April  2,  1819,)  that  in  looking  at  the  ret*;; 
already  prepared  for  the  years  1817  and  1818,  it  would  appear  iiniL 
there  were  two  thousand  persons  in  each  }  ear,  against  whom  either  no 
bills  were  found,  or  who  w^ere  not  prosecuted,  and  two  thousand  six 
hundred  who  were  acquitted.  In  the  period  which  elapsed  between 
.luly  and  the  Lent  assizes,  many  persons  had  been  confined,  who  had 
]'emained  in  prison  perhaps  fourteen  or  fifteen  months,  before  they  h;i>! 
been  tried — an  enormous  evil." 

"Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor  asked,  (May  26,  1818,)  did  the  house  consider 
it  fit  and  proper  that  this  state  of  things  should  coutinuc  ;  that  in  four 
counties  there  should  be  but  one  assize-  in  a  year ;  and  that  prisoners 
should,  notwithstanding  all  the  exertions  of  magistrates,  in  disposing  oi 
minor  ol?ences,  lie  for  so  many  months  in  confinement,  before  they 
were  brought  to  trial.  A  man,  taken  up  on  suspicion,  and  sent  to  the 
county  gaol,  must  in  such  a  case  be  ruined,  however  innocent  of  the 
crime  imputed  to  him.  AVe  migiU  boast  as  much  as  we  pleased  of  our 
superior  laws,  and  practice  of  administering  them,  but  there  was  no 
.  country  in  Europe  where  so  monstrous  a  defect  -existed  in  the  judiciary 
system — a  defect  equally  injurious  to  individuals  and  disgraceful  to  the 
character  of  justice.  A  case  of  manslaughter  had  recently  occurred, 
in  which  the  prisoner  was  acquitted,  after  lying  eleven  months  in  con- 
finement ;  the  whole  punishment  annexed  by  law  to  the  conviction  of 
that  offence  being  but  twelve  months'  im{)risonment.  One  man  he  had 
known  indicted  for  stealing  a  game  cock,  who  was  closely  confined  for 
nine  months ;  and  when  he  was  at  length  brought  to  trial,  there  was  not 
a  sha'low  of  evidence  to  prove  his  guilt." 

"Mr.  W.  Smitli  said,  (.May  26,  i8l8,)  that  he  had  been  informed  by 
the  town  clerk  of  Norwich,  that  instances  had  occurred  of  pei'sons 
being  confined  nine  or  ten  months  previously  to  their  trial ;  and  a  navy 
surgeon  had  been  confined  for  twelve  months,  and  then  acquitted.  Bv 
so  long  an  imprisonment,  individuals  sometimes  sufiered  more  thar; 
they  woidd  have  done,  if  roPivicted,  frorMhe  sentence  of  the  law." 

"  Mr.  Bennet  said,  (May  6, 1817,)  that  last  year  there  was  a  wrttchci; 
individual  in  the  Fleet,  who  had  been  confined  there,  under  an  onU-^ 
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of  the  court  of  chancery,  for  contempt  of  court,  for  no  less  a  time  than  PART  I. 
thirty-one  yerirs.  TIic  name  of  thut  man  was  Thomus  Williams.  He 
had  visited  him  in  his  wretched  house  of  bondage;,  where  he  found 
liim  sinking  under  all  the  miseries. that  can  afflict  luimanily  ;  atid  on  the 
following  day  he  died.  There  were  at  this  moment  within  the  wails  of 
the  same  prison,  besides  the  petitioner,  a  woman  who  had  been  if  con- 
finemei\t  twenty-eight  years,  and  two  others  who  had  been  there  seven- 
teen years.'* 

"  It  was  worthy  of  remark  that  eight  hundred  persons  were  committed 
to  Clerkenwell  prison,  in  one  year,  chiefly  for  assaults." 

The  following  is  an  authentic  list  of  persons,  who,  in  Ociober,  1817, 
were  confined  in  tlie  Fleet  prison  alone,  for  contempt  of  court,  no  other 
cliarges  being  alleged  against  them  :  viz.  Hannah  Baker,  confined  twen- 
ty seven  years;  Charles  Bulmer,  eighteen  years;  Ann  Britner,  ten 
years;  Richard  Bell,  five  years  ;  Matthew  Bland,  five  years  ;  Jeremiah 
Board,  three  years ;  EUzabeth  Dawson,  seven  years  ;  Uavul  William, 
six  years  ;  Mary  Tiach,  three  years  ;  Samuel  Mansell,  four  years  ;  Joha 
Melson,  three  years;  George  Picked,  fifteen  years;  Thomas  Pale, 
three  years  ;  Peter  Rigby,  four  years  ;  I.  Scribner,  eight  years;  John 
Watts,  four  years;  John  Somax,  seven  years;  William  Smith,  eighteen 
years. 

"  Mr.  Bennet  said,  (March  28,  1817,)  that  the  situation  of  the  pri- 
sons in  Dublin  was  miserable  in  the  extreme,  and  certainly  it  could  not 
be  too  much  lamented  that  anv  human  being  should  be  coi^fined  in 
them." 

'*  Mr.  Peele  entirely  coincided  in  the  opinion  of  the  honourable  gen* 
lleman,  as  to  the  miserable  state  of  tlie  prisons  in  Ireland,  and  should 
be  happy  to  find  thnt  any  measures  could  be  taken,  which  would  lead 
to  the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  wretched  inmates." 

"The  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  said,  (June  3,  1818,)  from  the  informa- 
tion contained  in  the  report  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  state  of 
the  prisons  of  the  kingdom,  it  appeared,  that,  in  the  course  of  teu 
years,  such  had  been  the  progress  of  crimes,  that  they  had  increased 
tO' three  times  their  former  amount.  It  was  not  improbable  that,  oat 
of  the  number  annually  consigned  to  the  prisons,  thirteen  thousand  w eve. 
permitted  to  return  to  society,  either  by  being  acquitted,  or  after  hav- 
ing undergone  the  sentence  of  imprisonment.  In  what  a  state  of  de- 
gradation must  they,  under  their  present  system,  return  to  the  duties, 
or,  he  was  afraid,  rather  to  the  vices  of  civilized  men." 

**  Mr.  Buxton  said,  that  from  parliamentary  documents  it  could  be 
seen,  that  it  was  ten  to  one  that  an  offender  was  not  taken,  fifty  to  one 
that  he  was  not  prosecuted,  a  hundred  to  one  that  he  was  not  convicted, 
and  more  than  a  thousand  to  one  that  he  was  not  executed." 

"  Alderman  Wood  rose,  (House  of  Commons,  March  12,  1819.)  He 
said,  that  the  petition  which  he  had  to  present  did  not  complain  of  the 
heavy  burdens  which  the  lord  mayor  and  corporation  had  to  bear,  in 
supporting  the  various  persons  confined  in  the  different  prisoiis  of  the 
metropolis,  but  of  the  crowded  state  of  die  gaols  at  the  present  mo- 
ment. They  were  so  full,  that  it  was  totally  impossible  to  attempt  any 
reformation  in  their  inmates,  by  clas5if;king  them,  according  to  the 
crimes  of  w  hich  they  had  been  guilty.  Newgate  was  filled  to  repletion 
with  criminals  under  difterent  sentences :  there  was  r.ow  in  it  forty- 
seven  individuals  condemned  to  death,  besides  sixteen  individuals  for 
lesser  offences,  who  Imd  been  sent  there  by  the  magistrates  from  the 
Clerkenwell  sessions.  Of  these  sixteen  he  was  sorry  to  observe  that 
fifteen  were  for  abominable  and  infamous  offences,  and  tha*.  from  want 
of  space  they  had  all  been  placed  in  one  room.  This  was  an  evil  which 
ouglit,  by  all  means,  to  be  remedied.  There  was  another,  also,  which 
he  wished  to  press  upon  the  attention  of  the  house.   Tiiere  was  no 
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I.  accommodation,  in  any  of  the  prisons,  for  state  prisoners ;  and  he 
thought  it  rather  hard  that  an  individual  of  respectable  rank  and  cha- 
racter should  be  compelled  to  herd  with  common  felons,  as  he  now  was 
obliged  to  do,  if  committed  by  that  house.  Latterly,  Newgate  had  been 
so  crowded,  that  in  the  fifteen  condemned  cells  they  had  been  obliged 
to  place  the  forty -seven  men  now  under  sentence  of  death,  thus  giving 
a  proportion  of  more  than  three  inmates  to  each  cell ;  which  was  much 
greater  than  it  ought  to  be." 

"  Men,  who  see  their  lives  respected,  and  thought  of  value  by  others, 
come  to  respect  that  gift  of  God  themselves.  Before  he  sat  down,  he 
begged  leave  to  say  a  few  words  on  a  public  spectacle,  which  had  been 
made  at  Newgate,  of  a  wretched  man,  who,  being  accused  of  murder, 
had  destroyed  himself  It  was  stated  in  the  newspapers  of  that  day, 
that  the  mangled  and  bloody  corpse  had  been  exhibited  in  an  elevated 
situation,  with  a  small  gallows  erected  over  it,  to  which  was  appended 
the  fatal  instrument  of  destruction.  Such  a  horrid  exposition,  he  was 
persuaded,  was  calculated  to  produce  the  most  mischievous  conse- 
quences on  the  men,  women,  and  children  by  whom  it  was  beheld." 
(Sir  Samuel  Roinilly,  ib.  Feb.  25,  1818.) 

"  Mr.  Buxton  said,  (March  3,  1819,)  with  respect  to  the  effect  which 
an  execution  was  supposed  to  have  upon  the  minds  of  the  criminals,  he 
could  assure  the  house  that  it  was  next  to  nothing;  and  if  any  gentle- 
man would  expose  his  feelings  to  the  pain  of  seeing  one  of  these 
dreadful  exhibitions,  the  truth  of  his  assertion  would  immediately  ap- 
pear. 

"  He  believed  there  was  not  a  single  instance  of  an  execution  having 
taken  place,  without  some  robbery  being  committed  at  the  same  time, 
under  the  gallows.  Indeed,  it  had  been  admitted  by  one  of  the  light- 
fingered  gang,  that  an  execution  was  their  harvest,  as,  while  people*£ 
eyes  were  open  above,  their  pockets  were  loose  below. 

"There  was  a  fact  within  his  recollection,  which,  if  possible,  would 
place  the  matter  in  a  stronger  light.  A  man  was  executed  in  this  me- 
tropolis for  selling  forged  bank  notes  :  his  body  was  given  over  to  his 
family,  and  it  was  taken  home.  The  first  feeling  would  be  that  of  com- 
passion towards  his  afflicted  children,  and  a  disconsolate  widow ;  but 
the  house  would  be  shocked  to  hear  that  this  unhappy  family  and 
mourning  friends  were  actually  seized  by  the  police  officers  in  the  act  of 
selling  forged  notes,  over  the  dead  body.  It  was  evident,  therefore, 
that  something  ought  to  be  done." 

"  From  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on 
the  Police  of  the  Metropolis,  it  appears  that  many  thousands  of  boys 
are  daily  engaged  in  the  commission  of  crime  :  that  in  one  prison  only 
(Clerkenwell,)  where  young  and  old  are  all  mixed  indiscriminately 
together,  three  hundred  and  ninety-nine  boys,  under  twenty,  were  con- 
fined for  felonies  in  the  last  year  ;  of  whom  was  one  of  nine,  two  were 
of  ten,  seven  of  eleven,  fourteen  of  twelve,  and  thirty-two  of  thirteen 
years  of  age ! 

*'  Nor  is  it  possible  to  pass  over,  in  this  inquiry,  the  dreadful  state  of 
our  infant  population,  and  the  alarming  increase  of  juvenile  delinquency. 
To  no  cause  whatever  can  this  be  attributed  to  with  so  much  certainty 
.as  to  the  depraved  and  hardened  disposition  of  the  parents,  the  result 
of  that  habit  of  intoxication,  which  induces  them  either  to  abandon 
their  offspring  altogether,  or,  in  order  to  supply  the  cravii\gs  of  their 
depraved  appetites,  to  incite  them  to,  and  instruct  them  in,  every  spe- 
cies of  theft  and  depredation.  The  extent  to  which  this  has  been  car- 
ried, not  only  in  the  metropolis,  but  in  some  of  the  princijjal  towns  in 
the  kingdom,  would  be  as  incredible  as  it  is  disgraceful,  were  it  nr 
from  its  almost  daily  exposure  in  our  judicial  proceedings." 

Hoscoe's  Observations  on  Penal  Jurisprudence,  1819 
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PART  I. 


COURTS  OF  LAW  AND  CHANCERY. 


[Mr.  Brougham,  June  3tl,  1818.]  A  number  of  the  objections  which 
had  been  made  to  tlie  bill  (for  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  edu- 
cation of  the  poor,)  were  grounded  on  the  confidence  which  those 
■who  made  them  reposed  in  courts  of  law,  as  affording  the  means  of 
correcting  abuses.  He  confessed  that  he  himself  had  not  any  reliance 
on  courts  of  law  in  that  respect,  especially  witli  reference  to  expedi- 
tion and  cheapness.  He  allowed  those  courts  the  possession  of  learn- 
ing without  stint.  He  allowed  them  great  copiousness,  great  power 
of  drawing  out  written  argument.  The  faculty  of  caring  nothing 
for  the  time  and  patience  of  suitors,  and  the  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  their  clients'  money  they  enjoyed  in  a  perfection  which  the  wild- 
est sallies  of  imagination  could  not  go  beyond.  But  as  to  expedition 
and  cheapness,  and  attention  to  the  comfort  of  those  who  were  in- 
volved in  the  business  of  those  courts,  they  were  qualities  by  which 
they  were  certainly  not  distinguished- 

Notwithstanding  all  the  good  qualities  on  the  part  of  the  noble 
and  learned  lord  (Chancellor,)  it  was  his  (Mr.  Brougham's)  duty  to  say, 
that  there  was  something  in  the  court  of  chancery  that  set  at  defiance 
all  calculations  of  cost  and  time,  and  rendered  the  celebrated  irony  of 
Swift,  when  he  made  Gulliver  tell  the  worthy  Hynynhmn,  his  master, 
(what  he  says,  his  honour  found  it  hard  to  conceive,)  that  his  father  had  \f 
been  wholly  ruined  by  the  misfortune  of  hav  ing  gained  a  chancery  suit, 
with  full  costs,  not  only  not  an  exaggeration,  but  a  strictly  correct  de- 
scription of  the  fact. 

Sir  John  Newport  stated  (June  2d,  1818,)  "To  show  the  enormous 
nature  of  the  fees  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  he  might  mention  that  in 
one  case,  the  fees  for  docketing,  enrolling,  exemplifying,  and  register- 
ing a  decree,  amounted  to  upwards  of  800/." 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  observed  (March  6th.  1818,)  "That  no 
source  of  revenue  operated  to  produce  greater  mischief  to  the  poorer 
classes,  than  the  stamps  on  law  proceedings.  The  expense  they  occa- 
sioned was  an  obstacle  to  the  attainment  of  justice. 

"  As  to  the  present  measure,  he  continued,  it  went  merely  to  re- 
lieve unfortunate  poor  persons  from  paying  the  fees  on  pardons,  which 
amounted  on  each  to  about  60/.,  and  therefore  it  could  operate  in  a  very 
slight  degree  towards  the  reduction  of  the  revenue." 

"  The  biU  of  the  solicitor  of  the  excise,  in  the  prosecution  of  Weaver, 
for  the  offence  of  selling  a  certain  drug  to  a  brewer,  amounted  to  nearly 
250/.  In  this  case,  there  were  five  counsel  employed  for  the  Crown, 
and  the  penalty  ultimately  recovered  from  the  delinquent  was  200/  " 

The  following  return  has  been  laid  before  the  House  of  Commons,  of 
the  ammmt  of  property  locked  up  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  in  England; 
viz.  in  1796,  upwards  of  fourteen  millions  of  pounds  sterling;  in  1806, 
upwards  of  twenty-one  millions;  in  1816,  upwards  of  thirty-one  mil- 
lions;  in  1818,  upwards  of  thirty-three  millions. 

Mr.  Hume  (March,  1818,)  begged  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
of  Commons  particularly  to  the  police  in  India.  Persons  were  frequently 
taken  up,  and  months  elapsed  before  any  information  was  exhibited 
against  them.  In  the  interval,  they  were  confined  in  crowded  and  un- 
healthy prisons,  where  death  not  unfrequently  overtook  them,  or  after 
enduring  the  aggravated  misery  of  imprisonrhent,  nothing  whatever 
appeared  against  them,  and  they  were  liberated.  The  whole  system  of 
police  at  Bengal  was  conducted  by  a  set  of  spies,  who  were  generally 
composed  of  bands  of  robbers ;  these,  when  once  discharged,  were  let 
loose  to  ravage  the  surrounding  country.  By  a  minute  of  the  Bengal  go- 
vernment, dated  the  24th  of  November,  1810,  it  appeared  that  the  pro- 
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FAUT  I.  fession  of  a  spy,  in  India,  took  its  rise  upon  the  order  isaied  in  1792,  for 
s^^>'\r^^^  ^^^^  encouragement  of  head  money.  Every  police-office  had  its  regular 
and  organized  set  of  spies,  wlio  shared  the  reward  or  ijead  money  wilh 
the  chief  of  the  decoits  (a  species  of  robbers.)  Much  had  been  said  by  an 
honourable  member  (sir  W.  Burroughs)  as  to  the  economy  observed  in 
the  appointment  of  legal  men  in  India,  affecting  the  administration  of 
^  ^  juslice.  So  far  from  there  being  any  thing  hke  economy  in  this  respect, 
the  Vrhole  of  Europe,  put  together,  was  at  less  expense  for  law  officers 
than  India  alone— (Hear.)  The  v/hole  revenue  of  India  was  estimateci 
at  11,1)00,000/.:  the  charges  of  the  law  altogether  were  no  less  than 
1,785,000/.  sterling,  above  one-eleventh  of  that  revenue. 


BANKRUPTCY. 

'♦In  Scotland,"  (said  lord  Archibald  Hamilton,  1818,)  "the  burgh 
of  Aberdeen  had  been  declared  bankrupt  for  230,000Z.  sterling,  attend- 
ed with  extensive  ruin.    It  had  dissolved  in  its  rottenness." 

*'  Sir  William  Curtis  remarked,  (Feb.  24th,  1818,)  that  rich  men  can 
go  to  the  King's-bench  prison,  and  drink  their  burgundy:  They  first 
rob  their  neighbours,  and  then  get  whitewashed." 

"  Up  to  the  1st  of  March,  1817,  (said  Mr.  Waithman,  Feb.  12th,  1819,) 
9000  persons  were  discharged  under  the  debtors'  insolvent  act,  whose 
united  debts  amounted  to  nine  millions  sterling ;  whilst  the  property 
which  they  had  given  up  to  their  creditors  would  not,  on  the  average, 
pay  a  dividend  of  one  half  a  fartliing  in  the  pound." 

"  Sir  S.  Romilly  observed,  that  every  man  conversant  with  the  bank- 
rupt laws  must  know,  that  not  a  year  passed  without  the  occurrence  of 
a  great  number  of  fraudulent  bankruptcies."    (lb.  Feb.  25th,  1816.) 

Mr.  Lockart  rose  (Feb.  17th,  1817,)  according  to  notice,  to  move  for 
the  introduction  of  a  bill  to  amend  the  bankrupt  laws. 

The  evil  of  which  he  complained  was  the  multiplication  of  fraudu- 
lent bankruptcies  to  an  extent  which  threatened  the  most  frightful  con- 
sequences to  the  commerce  and  morals  of  the  country. 

By  late  returns  to  Parliament  it  appears,  that  the  aggregate  number  of 
insolvent  debtors  discharged  since  the  last  return  in  1815,  up  to  1st  of 
February,  1819,  was  13,291 ;  the  amount  of  their  debts  9,506,837/.  16s. 
11^  J.;  and  the  amount  of  dividends  but  sixty  thousand  pounds. 

"  Every  one  who  heard  him,"  said  Mr.  Buxton,  (House  of  Commons, 
March  3d,  1819,)  "  certainly  must  know  how  many  fraudulent  circum- 
stances were  connected  Tvith  almost  ail  the  bankruptcies  that  noiv  take 
place  ;  and  after  a  more  careful  examination,  it  had  been  declared,  on 
the  highest  authority,  that  of  the  bankruptcies  which  occurred,  by  far 
the  greater  number  were  of  a  fraudulent  description." 


FINANCIAL  MATTERS. 

Mr.  Baring  said,  (1817,)  "there  could  be  no  doubt,  nolwitijstanding 
i.lie  delicacy  which  had  been  professed  on  the  sub  ject  of  touching  the 
sinking  fund,  that  to  all  practical  purposes,  it  was  completely  swept 
away." 

Mr.  Ricardo  (June  10, 1819,)  had  already  opposed  the  grant  of  three 
millions  towards  a  sinking  fund,  because  he  did  not  wish  to  place  such 
a  fund  at  the  mercy  of  ministers,  who  would  take  it  whenever  they 
thought  urgent  necessity  required  it.    Ke  did  not  mean  to  say  that  ic 
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u  ovild  be  better  with  one  set  of  ministers  than  another,  for  he  looked  PART  I. 
upon  it  tliat  all  n)inister.s  would  be  anxious,  on  cases  of  what  they  con-  v„^-^/^x^ 
ceived  en.crg-ency,  to  appropriate  it  to  the  public  iMse.    He  thought, 
therefore,  the  whole  thing  a  delusion  upon  the  public,  and  on  that  ac- 
count he  would  never  support  a  tax  to  maintain  it. 

The  evil  of  the  nution:il  (iebt  ought  to  be  met.  It  was  an  evil  which 
almost  any  sacrifice  would  not  be  too  great  to  get  rid  of.  It  destroyed 
the  equilibrium  of  prices,  occasioned  many  persons  to  emigrate  to  other 
cH)untries,  in  order  to  avoid  the  ourden  of  taxation  which  it  entailed,  and 
hung  like  a  millstone  round  the  exertion  and  industry  of  the  country,  . 
He  therefore,  never  would  give  a  vote  in  support  of  any  tax  which 
went  to  conlifiue  a  sinking  land;  for  if  that  fund  were  to  amount  to 
eight  millions,  ministers  w  ould  on  any  emergency  give  the  same  account 
of  it  as  they  did  at  present.  The  delusion  of  ii  was  seen  long  ago  by 
all  those  wlio  were  acquainted  with  the  subject;  and  it  would  have 
been  but  fair  and  sound  pohcy  to  have  exposed  it  long  ago. 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  (June  8,  1819,)  "How  stood  the  circumstances 
with  respect  to  this  fund  ?  In  1786,  it  amounted  to  one  million,  and  an 
addition  of  200,000/.  was  made  soon  after.  In  1792,  it  was  increased  by 
iio  much  of  each  loan,  as  gave  assurance  that  at  the  end  of  45  years  such 
loan  would  be  expunged  by  the  gradual  operation  of  the  sinking  fund. 
This  pledge  continued  to  1802,  wlien  new  arrangements  were  made  by 
Lord  Sidmoulh,  that  did  not  much  postpone  the  term  of  payment.  The 
operation  of  1813,  was  to  accelerate  the  liquidation  of  the  debt,  towards 
tiie  close  of  the  period  ])ledged  for  tiiat  purpose,  and  the  fund  was  then 
reduced  to  15,000,000/.  instead  of  21,000,000/.  to  which  it  had  accumu- 
iated.  The  fund  holder  was  then  told  that  repayment  would  go  on  at 
an  accelerated  rate  from  a  certain  term,  and  now  came  the  plan  by 
which  all  this  was  bid  adieu  to,  and  the  sinking  fund  reduced  to 
5,000,000/.  Did  not  this  place  the  public  credit  on  a  diflerent  footing .? 
and  was  it  not,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  a  breach  of  faith  ? 

"Lord  Holland  stated,  in  a  speech  sometime  since,  that  the  royal  fa- 
mily of  England,  that  is  to  say,  the  maintenance  of  the  mere  state  of  the 
crown,  cost  the  country  07ie  million  txvo  hundred  thousand  pounds !  or 
nearly  one-fourth  of  the  whole  assessed  taxes  of  the  kingdom."  (Bell's 
Weekly  Messenger,  May  18,  1819.) 

"Mr.  Tierney  stated,  (April  5,  1818,)  that  his  majesty's  privy  purse  t. 
amounted  to  si.\ty  thousand  pounds.  A  privy  purse  of  sixty  thousand 
pounds,  in  the  present  state  of  his  majesty!  [Hear,  Hear.]  Out  of  this 
sum  he  admitted  that  the  allowance  to  the  physicians  had  to  be  paid; 
but  on  the  most  liberal  allowance  to  them,  this  would  not  amount  to 
eighteen  thousand  pounds  a  year.  There  was  also  received  out  of  the 
dutchy  of  Lancaster  ten  thousand  pounds.  So  that  here  was  seventy 
thousand  pounds  that  her  majesty  had,  without  there  being  a  necessity 
of  rendering  an  account  for  any  part  of  it.  With  the  deduction  of  an 
allowance  to  the  physicians,  and  a  few  pensions,  this  was  a  fund  for  ac- 
cumulation for  someljody.  Her  majesty's  establishment  amounted  to 
one  hundred  tliousand  pounds  a  year.  Tliese  two  sums  together  made 
one  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  pounds.  But  besides  this,  her  ma- 
jesty was  allowed  for  her  Windsor  establishment  fifty-eight  thousand 
pounds,  and  an  additional  allowance  of  one  thousand  pounds  a  year  for 
•what  was  called  travelling  expenses ;  and  the  allowance  (or  the  two 
princesses  was  tvventy-slx  thousand  pounds,  making  the  total  of  the 
Wi?)dsor  establishments  amount  to  no  less  a  sum  thaii  two  hundred  and 
sixty-four  thousand  poundi  per  annum."    [flear,  hear.'] 

"Mr.  Brougham  considered,  1817,)  that  the  amount  of  the  pension 
list  in  1809,  a  year  when  the  four  and  a  half  per  cent,  fell  extremely 
short,  was  two  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  pounds.  Upon  that  list 
were  to  be  fouiid  the  names  of  tliose  who  had  rendered  no  service; 
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PART  I.  persons  who  belonged  to  families  not  more  distinguished  for  their  anli- 
'..^--v-^^  quity  and  rank  than  for  their  wealth  and  splendour,  and  whose  only 
title  to  their  pensions,  he  presumed,  was  their  invariable  support  of  the 
ministers  of  the  crown,  whoever  those  ministers  might  be." 

"The  siirecure  vacated  by  the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Buckingham- 
shire hud  been  worse  than  useless ;  it  had  served  as  a  screen  to  the 
most  shocking  abuses,  and  the  most  abominable  frauds."  ^Lord  Lans- 
downe,  May,  1816.) 

"Sir  H.  Parneil  said,  (July  13,  1819,)  in  stating  the  inc;-ease  of  the 
civil  list,  it  ought  to  have  been  stated  to  have  increased  from  900,000^ 
to  1,030,000/.'* 

"  Mr.  Calcraft  expressed  his  obligations  to  the  honourable  baronet 
for  bringing  forward  his  resolutions,  and  trusted  that  he  would  not  be 
deterred  from  future  inquiries  by  the  criticisms  which  every  man  who 
talked  of  economy  was  exposed  to,  from  the  bench  opposite  him.  The 
main  resolutions  had  not  been  grappled  with  by  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr  Long,)  that  the  revenue  was  collected  at  the  enormous 
expense  of  5,500,000/.  lie  had  shown  that  it  was  collected  at  less? 
I  his  was  the  key  to  the  popularity  and  consequence  of  the  present 
administration.  So  long  as  they  had  these  5,500,000/.  to  distribute,  so 
long  would  they  hear,  from  those  who  received  it,  of  their  popularity.'* 

"  The  credit  of  the  custom  house  tables  (said  Mr.  Brougliam,  in  his 
speech  of  June  16.  1812,)  would  be  but  small,  after  the  account  of 
them  which  appears  in  evidence.  But  the  evidence  sufficiently  ex- 
plains on  which  side  of  the  scale  the  error  is  likely  to  lie.  There  is, 
it  would  seem,  a  fellow  feeling  between  the  gentlemen  at  the  custom 
house,  and  their  honoured  masters  at  tiie  bourd  of  trade  ;  so  that  when 
the  latter  wish  to  make  blazing  statements  oi  national  prosperity,  the 
ibrmer  are  ready  to  find  the  fact.  The  managing  clerk  of  one  of  the 
greatest  mercantile  houses  in  the  city,  tells  you  that  he  has  known 
packages  entered  at  500/.  which  were  not  worth  50/. — that  those  sums 
are  entered  at  random,  and  cannot  be  at  all  relied  upon.  Other  wit- 
nesses, particularly  from  Liverpool,  confirm  the  same  fact ;  and  I  know, 
as  does  my  right  hon.  friend,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who 
was  present,  that  the  head  of  the  same  respectable  house,  a  few  days 
/  '  ago  mentioned  at  an  official  conference  with  him,  an  instance  of  his 

•«  own  clerks  being  desired  at  the  Custom  House,  to  make  a  double  entry 

of  an  article  for  export.    After  such  facts  as  these,  I  say  it  is  in  vain  to 
talk  of  Custom  House  returns,  even  if  they  were  contradicted  in  no  re- 
*  spect  by  other  evidence." 

The  consumers  of  tea,  said  Mr.  ElUce,  (June  18, 1819,)  paid  not  only 
3,500,000/.  to  government,  but  2,000.000/.  to  the  monopoly  of  the  East 
India  company. 

Civil  Contingencies  Bill — March  19,  1819 — 3191/.  for  expense  of  fur- 
niture for  one  room  in  the  Royal  Yatcht — 13,300/.  expenses  of  grand 
•  duke  Nicholas.  22,500/.  for  snuff  boxes  to  foreign  ministers.  I0,89r/. 
for  fees  and  presents  to  German  Barons,  &c. 

Mr.  Tierney  said,  (1819,)  that  the  amount  of  pensions  for  England 
and  Scotland,  independently  of  those  founded  on  parliamentary  grants, 
was  250,000/. 


LOOSE  EXTRACTS  FROM  ENGLISH  JOURNALS. 

"  After  the  bodies  of  the  criminals,  Chennel  and  Chalcraft,  had  been 
cut  down,  they  were  received  into  the  waggon,  which  conveyed  them 
to  the  place  of  execution,  and  extended  on  the  elevated  stage  which 
had  been  constructed  in  the  vehicle.   The  procession  of  officers,  con- 
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stables,  &c.  was  then  re-formed,  and  the  remains  of  the  murderers  were  pART  I. 

conveyed  in  slow  and  awful  silence  through  the  town  of  Godalming,  un-  s^^"^^ 

til  they  arrived  at  the  house  of  the  late  Mr.  Chennel.    Here  the  pro- 

cession  halted,  and  the  bodies  of  Chennel  and  Clialcraft  were  removed 

from  the  waggon  into  the  kitchen  of  the  house,  one  of  them  being 

placed  on  the  very  spot  where  the  housekeeper,  Elizabeth  Wilson,  was 

found  murdered.    After  this  the  surgeon  proceeded  to  perform  the 

first  offices  of  dissection,  and  the  bodies  in  this  state  were  left  to  the 

gaze  of  thousands,  who  throughout  the  day  eagerly  rushed  in  to  view 

them.    (Bell's  Weekly  Messenger,  1818.) 

"  The  country  assizes,"  said  the  London  Courier  of  April  4,  1817 — 
"now  just  terminated,  have  presented  a  list  of  criminals  quite  unparal- 
leled for  magnitude  in  the  history  of  this  country.  At  no  former  pe- 
riod have  they  amounted  to  more  than  a  fourth  or  a  third  part  of  their 
present  number.  From  ffteen  to  fifty  capital  convictions  have  taken  place 
in  almost  every  county.  At  Lancaster  Assizes  forty-six  persons  received 
sentence  of  death.  In  October  last  it  was  proved  in  a  court  of  law,  that 
a  club  of  conspirators  (Hahers)  at  Manchester,  perjured  themselves  by 
wholesale,  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  at  a  time  ;  and  now  it 
is  just  proved  that  a  knot  of  assassins  can  be  as  easily  hired  in  England, 
as  in  Italy.  Three  hundred  of  Messrs,  Rodin's  workmen,  at  Loughbo- 
rough, having  conspired  against  their  employers  about  wages,  subscrib- 
ed a  fund,  and  hired,  at  five  pounds  each  man,  a  squad  of  assassins  well 
skilkd  in  the  art  of  house  burning,  and  murder,  who  destroyed  their 
master's  premises  in  revenge." 

Revolt  in  fl'inchester  College. — "We are  happy  to  state,  that  tranquil- 
lity has  been  restored  at  Wmchester  College,  that  the  business  of  the 
school  has  been  resumed  with  order,  and  that  the  young  gentlemen 
have  since  shown  perfect  resignation  to  the  will  of  their  able  teachers. 
About  ten  of  the  gentlemen  commoners  have  been  allowed  to  resign. 
There  were  only  six  (out  of  230)  who  did  not  join  in  the  revolt,  the 
two  senior  and  four  other  college  prefects.  (Bell's  AVeekly  Messen- 
ger, May  18,  1818.) 

*•  We  are  happy  to  announce  that  prosecutions  have  been  brought 
against  a  number  of  grocers  for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  a  perni- 
cious substitute  for  tea,  composed  of  the  leaves  of  the  black  and  white 
thorn,  boiled,  dried  on  copper  plates,  and  coloured  with  logwood,  ver- 
digrease,  and  Dutch  pink.  The  facts  were  proved  at  great  lengthy  and 
verdicts  found  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  on  Saturday,  agninst  no  fewer 
than  ten  dealers  in  the  metropolis,  for  this  fraud.  Several  of  them  sub- 
mitted to  conviction  without  resistance,  and  thus  the  important  fact  is 
established,  that  this  deleterious  mixture  is  imposed  on  the  fair  trader. 

There  are  other  articles  of  human  consumption,  equally  exposed  to 
similar  frauds.  Porter  and  ale,  it  has  frequently  been  proved,  have 
been  mix'^d  with  drugs  of  the  most  pernicious  quality.  Port  wine,  as- 
it  is  called,  and  especially  that  sold  at  very  low  prices,  it  is  knoWi%  has 
been  manufactured  from  sloe  juice,  British  brandy,  and  logwood.  Gin, 
in  order  that  it  may  have  the  grip,  cr  have  the  appearance  of  being  par- 
ticularly strong,  is  known  to  be  adulterated  with  a  decoction  of  long 
pepper,  or  a  smull  quantity  of  aquafortis.  Bread,  from  public  convic- 
tions, is  known  to  have  been  made  of  a  mixture  of  flour,  ground  stone, 
chalk,  and  pulverized  bones.  Milk  to  have  been  adulterated  with 
whitening  and  water.  Sugar  to  have  been  mixed  with  sand.  Pepper 
with  fuller's  earth  and  other  earths.  Mustard,  with  cheap  pungent 
seeds.  Tobacco,  with  various  common  British  herbs.  There  is  s^-arce 
an  article  of  ordinary  consumption,  which  is  no.  rendered  destructive  hy 
vhe  infamous  and  fraudulent  practices  of  interested  persons.  (Bell's 
Weekly  Messenger,  May  13,  1818.) 

The  practice  of  adulterating  flour  with  bones  becomes  more  com- 
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PART  I.  mon.  The  price  of  pulverized  bones,  has  accoitiingly,  advanced  within 
s^-w^^/  these  few  years  from  ten  pence  a  bushel,  to  eighteen  pence  to  the  first 
purchasei-s.  The  collection  of  bones,  is,  in  fact,  pursued  as  a  regular 
ti-ade  in  the  metropolis.  Fine  pulverized  clay  is  also  mi\ed  with  the 
prime  necessary  of  life."  (Literary  Panorama,  July  19,  1819. ) 

"The  contraband  trade  Great  Bntain  is  estimated  at  about  fifteen 
millions  sterling  a  year,  by  which  the  revenue  is  annually  defrauded  of 
about  two  millions." 

"December  1,  1818,  Lord  Ranelagh  indicted,  convicted  and  fined 
fifty  pounds  for  extorting  money  (for  ihe  use  of  his  servants)  from  three 
young  men  who  took  shelter  on  his  grounds  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames 
in  a  thunder  storm." 

"  Dec.  3,  1818.  A  British  naval  officer  connected  with  the  dock  yard 
at  Chatham,  is  condemned  (at  St.  Omir's)  to  five  years  labour  in  chains, 
for  uttering  forged  bank  of  England  notes  in  the  neighbourhood  of  St. 
Omer,  Dunkirk  and  Calais." 

"  Feb.  26,  1819.  Bartholomew  liroughton,  an  officer  in  His  Jlajestfs 
fiavy,  was  brought  before  Mr.  Alderman  Cox,  as  silting  alUerman, 
charged  with  felony  in  stealing  bank  notes  and  other  property  at  the 
White  Horse,  Fetter  Lane,  and  the  Swan  witli  two  necks.  Lads  Lane, 
where  he  had  at  dilferent  time-^  slept." 

*•  Old  Bailey,  26lh  Feb.  1819.  Edward  Lawrence  Coleman,  late  purser 
in  His  J^IaJest\*s  navy,  was  convicted  on  an  indictment  for  embezzling 
his  employers*  money — Mess.  Lewis  and  Company,  Oxenden  street." 

"  Marcli  18,  1819.  A  naval  court  martial  was  held  a  few  days  ago 
on  board  His  Majesty's  ship  Northumberland,  at  Chatham,  for  the  trial 
of  capt.  W.  E.  Wright,  of  t/ie  navy,  for  smuggling.  He  was  convicted, 
and  sentenced  to  be  dismissed  the  service." 

(The  foregoing  cases,  it  will  be  observed,  occurred  within  a  few 
months  of  each  other.  They  are  collected  by  a  casual  reader,  and  are 
probably  not  all,  of  the  same  nature,  that  took  place  during  the  same 
lime.) 

"  June,  1819.    The  Earl  of  Jilorton  having  lately  occasion  to  call  on 
Mr.  Geo.  Moncrieff,  manager  of  the  L'nion  Canal  Company  in  Edin- 
f'  burgh,  gave  him  the  He.    A  boxing  match  eyiBued,  and  blue  eyes  and 

bloody  noses  were  the  results  on  both  sides.    Lord  Morton  was  higli 
.0  commissioner  of  the  general  assemblv  which  sat  only  a  few  weeks  ago." 

«'  Dec.  1818.  It  is  a  fact  that  Chief  Justice  Abbott,  (the  Lord  Chief 
Justice  of  England,)  lately  threatened  to  adjourn  the  court  of  King's 
bench,  because  tailoTv  candles  had  been  produced,  instead  of  wax 
lights." 

**  It  is  also  a  fact,  that  the  late  Justice  Gould,  when  on  the  circuit, 
once  threatened  to  remove  the  Essex  Assizes  from  Chelmsford  to  Col- 
chester, because  no  good ^mall beer  could  be  found  in  the  former  town." 

"In  a  debate  which  took  place  in  the  House  of  Commons,  April  2, 
1819,  on  the  circumstances  attending  the  arrest  of  general  Gourgand, 
sir  George  Cockburn  threw  out  an  accusation,  -vkiLst  speaking  in  his 
place,  against  Gourg:^nd,  by  relating  what  he  had  heard  from  him  at  St. 
Helena,  in  the  hasty  and  unguarded  moments  of  private  conversation.  "  The 
general,"  said  sir  George  Cockburn,  "  stated  to  me  that  he  had  great 
reason  to  complain  of  that  scoundrel  Bertrand,  for  so  these  persons 
were  in  the  habit  of  speaking  of  each  other." 
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